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CONTENTS OF VOLUME IIL 


CONTAINING CITY DOCUMENTS FROM NO. 40 TO NO. 70, INCLUSIVE. 


(See also Index in back of book.) 


Doe. 
No. 


40 — Municipal Register. 

41— Annual Estimates 1895-94, message of the mayor transmitting. January 2, 
1893. 

42 — Record Commissioners, twenty-third report of. February 22, 1893. 

43 — No document printed. 

44 — Rules and Orders of Board of Aldermen, report of special committee. January 

16, 1893. 

45 — Appropriation Bill for the City and County for 1893, report of committee on 
appropriations submitting. January 23, 1893. 

46 — Federal-street Fire, January 10, 1898, special report of fire marshal on. 
January 26, 1893. 

47 — Rules and Orders of the City Council, report of joint special committee. January 
30, 1893. 

48 — Street Lighting, message of the mayor on. January 30, 1893. 

49— Rules and Orders of the City Council, minority report of joint special committee. 
February 2, 1893. 

40 — City Collector, monthly statement for January, 1893. 

51— Contingent Lapenses of Common Council. February 1, 1893. 

52 — City Council, Fupenses of Joint Committees. February 3, 1893. 

53 — City Treasurer, monthly statement for January, 1893. 

54 — Auditor, monthly exhibit. January 31, 1893. 

55 — Smoke-consuming Device in Connection with Use of Bituminous Coal, report of 
inspector of buildings concerning the enforcement of provision of the revised 
ordinances requiring. 

56 — Special Appropriations for Paving Division of the Street Department, 1892-98, 
statement in regard to, also showing amounts paid for labor to January ie 
1893; together with remarks made by President David F. Barry, of the 
Common Council, when submitting same, February 2, 1893. 

57 — Rules and Orders of the Common Council, report of committee. February 9, 
1893. 

58 — Appropriation Lill, message of the mayor on signing. February 13, 1893. 

59— Auditor, monthly exhibit. February 11, 1893. 

60 — Report of the City Auditor, message of the mayor transmitting. February 9, 
1893. 

61 — Orders Establishing the Several Appropriations and Levying a Specific Tax for 
the Financial Year ending January 31, 1894. February 14, 1893. 

62 — Claims Recommended for Settlement in January, report of committee on claims, 
giving list of. February 13, 1893. 


lV CONTENTS. 


Doce. 
No. 


63— Loan for Buildings for Paupers on Long Island, message of the mayor relative 
to. February 20, 1893. 

64— Hxamination of Securities for Trust Funds in hands of Overseers of the Poor, 
with Detailed Statement of said Funds, report of committee on department 
for the reliefof the poor on. February 16, 1893. 

65— Prices Charged for Gas, and the Contract made with the Brookline Gas Light 
Company, message of the mayor in regard to. February 27, 1893. 

66 — Permits granted Gas Companies to Lay Pipes in the Streets of Boston, message of 
the mayor in regard to. March 1, 1893. 

67 — City Council, Lapenses of Joint Committees, statement of bills paid from the 
contingent fund joint committees. March 1, 1893. 

68 — City Treasurer, monthly statement for February, 1893. 

69 — Auditor, monthly exhibit. March 1, 1893. 

70 — Recent Fires in Boston, report of joint special committee appointed to inquire into 
causes of, with an appendix containing a report on the hearings before said 
committee on the subject. May 29, 1893. 
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MUNICIPAL REGISTER: 


CONTAINING 


-THE CITY CHARTER AND SPECIAL LAWS RELATING 
LO SCAN CPR Ys: Obs BOS LON; 


THE 


RULES OF THE CITY COUNCIL, 


THE 


REGISTER OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT, 


AND 


A LIST OF OFFICERS OF THE CITY OF BOSTON 
AND THE COUNTY OF SUFFOLK, 


FOR THE 
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(CITY DOCUMENT NO. 40.) 
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The RULES AND ORDERS OF THE COMMON COUNCIL, issued regularly 
from 1822 to 1840, contain the annual register of the City Council and 
the City officers. The volume of 1822 comprises fifteen pages. In 1829 
it was ordered that the City charter be inserted. In 1830 the charter, 
the acts relating to Boston, and the ordinances occupied pp. 11-39 of 
the RuLes. In 1832 an index was added. The Russ of 1840 contain 
eighty-five pages, and three pages of index. The MunicreaL REGIs- 
TER was first issued in 1841, as a document of 104 pages. Its contents 
are: Rules and orders of the Common Council; joint rules; ordinances 
of the City; statutes of the Commonwealth relating to the City; City 
government of 1841, with committees ; departments (comprising at that 
time the treasury; law; police; health; public land and buildings, 
lamps and bridges; fire; public charitable institutions) ; public schools ; 
and a list of the ward officers. From that date to the present time 
the MunicrpAL REGISTER has been published annually. In 1843 a list 
of members of preceding City governments was added, with a necro- 
logical record. As late as 1863 it was also customary to publish in 
this volume the latest ordinances and recent special statutes relating 
to the City of Boston. In 1851 a list of the annual orators was added ; 
a map of the City in 1853. The rules of the Board of Aldermen were not 
inserted until 1853. In 1876 statistics of registration and voting made 
their appearance, and since 1879 these have been given in tabulated 
form. In 1883 the custom of publishing portraits of the Mayor and 
presiding officers of the two branches of the City Council was estab- 
lished. A list of past city governments of Roxbury and Charlestown 
was added in 1888 and continued to 1890. 


The establishment of the Town of Boston dates 
from the passage of the order of the Court of 
Assistants on September 17 (7, O.8.), 1630, “ that 
Trimontaine shalbe called Boston.” The first City 
government was organized May 1, 1822 (St. 1821, 
ce. 110; accepted March 4, 1822). Roxbury was 
first recognized as a Town by the Court of Assist- 
ants October 8, 1630; it was incorporated as a City 
March 12, 1846 (St. 1846, ¢. 95; accepted March 
25, 1846), and annexed to Boston January 6, 1868 
(St. 1867, c. 359; accepted September 9, 1867). 
Dorchester was named by the Court of Assistants 
in the same order in which Boston was named; and 
it retained its Town organization until annexed to 
Boston January 38, 1870 (St. 1869, c. 349; accepted 
June 22, 1869). Charlestown was founded July 4, 
1629; incorporated as a City in 1847 (St. 1847, 
ce. 29; accepted March 10, 1847); annexed to 
Boston January 5, 1874 (St. 1873, ¢. 286; ac- 
cepted October 7, 1873). West Roxbury was in- 
corporated as a Town March 24, 1851 (St. 1851, 
c. 250); annexed to Boston January 5, 1874 (St. 
1873, ¢. 314; accepted October 7, 1873). Brighton 
was incorporated as a Town February 24, 1807 
(St. 1806, c. 65); annexed to Boston January 5, 
1874 (St. 1873, c. 303; accepted October 7, 1873). 


These are the principal annexations. 
Pp 


THE 


ee OW BOS LON: 
ITS POWERS AND DUTIES. 


[AS GIVEN AND IMPOSED BY THE CITY CHARTER, APRIL 
29, 1854, AND BY SPECIAL LAWS PASSED SINCE SAID 
DATE, AND PRIOR TO JUNE 11, 1893. ] 


It has been the aim of the compiler to put in the form of an Act the 
powers now held by, and the duties imposed on, the city, and on certain 
officers, and with this aim in view he has made his own arrangement 
and construction of the sections now in force of the city charter and 
the laws passed between April 29, 1854, the date of the passage of the 
city charter, and June 11, 1893. He believes that these sections show 
the law as it now is, although not in the precise words in which it has 
been passed. The references in the margin are to the authority for the 
law as stated in the sections to which they apply. 


CORPORATORS. 


Section 1. The inhabitants of the city of Boston, 
for all the purposes for which towns and cities are by 
law incorporated in this commonwealth, shall continue 
to be one body politic, in fact and in name, under the 
style and denomination of The City of Boston; and as 
such shall have, exercise, and enjoy all the rights, 
Immunities, powers, and privileges, and shall be subject 
to all the duties and obligations incumbent upon, and 
appertaining to, said city, as a municipal corporation. 


GENERAL MEETINGS. 


Sect. 2. General meetings of the citizens qualified 
to vote in city affairs shall from time to time, upon the 


Corporate 
powers. 

1 Pick. 375. 
1 Met. 473. 
1854, c. 448, 
§ 1. 


General 
meetings of 
the citizens. 
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1882, c. 204. 


Annual 
meeting for 
the election 
of city 
officers. 
1854, c. 448, 
§ 4. 


1881, c. 299, 
§ 19. 

1890, c. 401, 
§ 1. 


City govern- 
ment. 

1854, c. 448, 
§ 2. 


Terms of 
municipal 
officers. 
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request of twenty-five qualified voters of each ward of 
said city, be held, to consult upon the common good, to 
give instructions to their representatives, and to take all 
lawful measures to obtain a redress of any grievances, 
according to the right secured to the people by the con- 
stitution of this commonwealth. 


ANNUAL MEETING. 


Secr. 3. The annual meeting of citizens, for the elec- 
tion of municipal officers hereinafter mentioned, shall be 
held on the Tuesday next following the second Monday 
of December, and the citizens of said city, qualified to 
vote for the officers to be elected, shall, for the purpose 
of such election, then meet together within the voting 
precincts in which they respectively are entitled to vote, 
and give in their ballots for such officers. | 


ADMINISTRATION OF AFFAIRS. 


Secr. 4. The administration of all the fiscal, pru- 
dential, municipal, and other affairs and concerns of said 
city, with the conduct and government thereof, shall, 
unless otherwise specially provided, be vested in the 
mayor and the city council, said city council consisting 
of one board of twelve persons, to be called the board of 
aldermen, and one board of seventy-five persons, to be 
called the common council, which boards shall act by 
concurrent vote, each board having a negative upon the 
other, and the concurrent vote to be subject to the ap- 
proval of the mayor as hereinafter provided. 

Srecr. 5. All municipal officers elected by the voters 
shall enter upon their duties on the first Monday of 
January, and shall continue to discharge the duties of 


the offices to which they have been respectively elected, 


notwithstanding their removal after their election out of 


$ 
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their respective wards into any hale wards of the city ; pe am See 
but not after they take up their permanent residence out A 


of the city. 


ELECTION OF MAYOR. , 


Srot. 6. The qualified voters of said .city shall, Mectoro 


mayor, 
at the annual meeting, give in their votes in their PS. c. 47, 


respective precincts for one able and discreet person, ii, On448; 


878 243. 

being an inhabitant of the city, to be mayor of said city Han 423, 
§§ 96, 107. 

for the term of one year. 1885, ¢. 159. 
Sect. 7. The board of aldermen shall, as soon as ee of 
alaermen 

conveniently and lawfully may be, after such elec- to examine 


returns of 
voters for 


tion, cause the person who shall have received the highest 
number of votes for mayor to be notified by the city myo" 
1854, c. 448, 

clerk in writing, that he has been elected mayor; but s$ 16, 17,18, 
if it shall appear by said returns that no person has ee i pe 
been elected, or if the person elected shall refuse to er 
accept the office, the board, or, if it is the new board 
and a quorum has not been elected the members, or if 
there has been but one, the member elected, shall order 
a new election, and the same proceedings shall be had 
as are provided in the preceding section. ‘The course 
herein prescribed shall be repeated, from time to time, 
until a mayor shall be chosen. 

Secor. 8. In case neither a mayor nor any alder- Proceedings 


in case no 


man has been elected, and the former board of aldermen mayor or 
alderman is 
elected. 


have no longer power to act, the president of the com- 
mon council shall order an election for mayor in the ae v ae 
same manner as the board of aldermen are required to § 18. 

do, if elected, and the same proceeding shall be had 

and repeated until a mayor or one or more aldermen 


shall be elected. 


10 


Aldermanic 
districts. 
1884, c. 250, 
§1. 


Election of 
aldermen. 
1884, c. 250, 
§ 3. 
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ELECTION OF ALDERMEN. 


Secr. 9. There shall continue to be twelve alder- 
manic districts of the city of Boston, and wards one and 
two shall constitute one district, to be known as the first 
aldermanic district; wards three, four, and five shall 
constitute one district, to be known as the second alder- 
manic district ; wards six, seven, and eight shall consti- 
tute one district, to be known as the third aldermanic 
district ; wards nine and ten shall constitute one district, 
to be known as the fourth aldermanic district; wards 
eleven and sixteen shall constitute one district, to be 
known as the fifth aldermanic district; wards twelve 
and thirteen shall constitute one district, to be known as 
the sixth aldermanic district ; wards fourteen and fifteen 
shall constitute one district, to be known as the seventh 
aldermanic district; wards seventeen and eighteen shall 
constitute one district, to be known as the eighth alder- 
manic district; wards nineteen and twenty-two shall 
constitute one district, to be known as the ninth alder- 
manic district ; wards twenty and twenty-one shall con- 
stitute one district, to be known as the tenth aldermanic 
district ; wards twenty-three and twenty-five shall con- 
stitute one district, to be known as the eleventh alder- 
manic district; and ward twenty-four shall constitute 
one district, to be known as the twelfth aldermanic dis- 
trict. 

Secor. 10. The qualified voters of each of the alder- 
manic districts shall, at the annual election, give in their 
votes in their respective precincts for one able and dis- 
creet person, being a legal voter and an inhabitant of the 
district, to be a member of the board of aldermen for 
the ensuing year. 
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Sect. 11. In case one or more members of the Proceedings 


in case none 


board of aldermen have not been elected, the members or only part 
who have been elected, whether constituting a quorum vee ae 
or otherwise, shall order a new election for the number oe Ces 
of aldermen not elected, at such time and place as 1854, c. 448, 
they may deem advisable; and in case no member) 

of the board of aldermen has been elected, the presi- 

dent of the common council shall order a new elec- 

tion for members of the board of aldermen at such time 

and place as he shall deem advisable, and the same 
proceedings shall be had as are provided in the preceding 
section. The course herein prescribed shall be repeated 

from time to time until a full board of aldermen shall be 
elected. 

Secor. 12. Whenever there is a vacancy in said board Vacancies. 
by removal from the city, death, resignation, or other- al ee 
wise, the members. of said board who shall continue in 
office shall order an election to fill such vacancy at such 


time and place as they may deem advisable. 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF COMMON COUNCIL. 


Sect. 138. There shall continue to be twenty-five Election of 


wards of the city of Boston as at present constituted, Ce ae 
and the qualified voters of each ward shall, at the jo 3° 
annual election, give in their votes in their respective oo ae 
precincts for three able and discreet men, qualified 1854, c. 448, 
voters and inhabitants in said ward, to be members of i901, ¢. gs. 
the common council for the ensuing year. 

Sect. 14. Whenever there is a vacancy in the common bet at 
council by failure to elect, removal from the city, death, 
resignation, or otherwise, the board of aldermen, or such 
of them as shall then be members of the board, shall, 


after having received official notice of such vacancy, 
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Organiza- 
tion of city 
government. 
1821, c. 110, 
§§ 2,9. 

1854, c. 448, 
§§ 6, 27. 


Oath of 
oflice. 


Absence of 
mayor elect. 
1854, c. 448, 
§§ 17, 28. 
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order an election to fill such vacancy, at such time and 
place as they may deem advisable. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT. 


Secor. 15. The mayor, aldermen, and common coun- 
cilmen shall enter upon their duties on the first Monday 
of January, and on said day, or before entering on the 
duties of their offices, shall respectively be sworn by 
taking the oath of allegiance and oath of office prescribed 
in the constitution of this commonwealth, and an oath 
to support the constitution of the United States. And 
such oaths may be administered to the mayor elect by 
any one of the justices of the supreme judicial court, 
or by any judge of any court of record commissioned to 
hold any such court within the said city, or by any justice 
of the peace. And such oaths shall be administered to 
the aldermen and members of the common council by 
the mayor, being himself first sworn as aforesaid, or by 
either of the persons authorized to administer said oath 
to the mayor; and a certificate of such oaths having been 
taken shall be entered in the journal of the mayor and 
aldermen and of the common council, respectively, by 
their respective clerks. 

Secor. 16. In case of the non-election of a mayor, or 
the unavoidable absence on account of sickness, or other- 
wise, of the mayor elect, on the first Monday in January, 
the oaths prescribed by law may be administered to the 
members of the city council elect by any person author- 
ized by the preceding section to administer the oaths to 
the mayor, and the organization of the city government 
shall be completed by entering the certificate mentioned 
in, and as required by, the preceding section, and the 
city council may thereafter proceed to business in the 
same manner as if the mayor were present. 


q 


See 
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POWERS OF THE MAYOR. 


Secr. 17. The mayor shall be the chief executive 
officer of the corporation of the city of Boston, and 
shall have and exercise through the several officers and 
boards of the city under his general supervision and 
control the executive powers of said city, and all the 
executive powers now or hereafter vested in the board 
of aldermen, as such, as surveyors of highways, county 
commissioners, or otherwise; shall secure the honest, 
efficient, and economical conduct of the entire executive 
and administrative business of the city, and the harmo- 
nious and concerted action of the different departments ; 
shall, if he is in favor thereof, approve in writing every 
contract made by a department in the construction of a 
new, or in the structural change of any building, or in 


which the amount involved exceeds two thousand dollars, 


in order that such contract may be in force, and no such 
contract shall be in force unless and until so approved : 
shall have power to direct the city auditor and city treas- 
urer to use for any appropriation to be met by a loan any 
funds in the city treasury raised by loan, whether under 
authority of any general or any special act the amount so 
used to be replaced before the close of the financial year 
of said city from funds raised as provided by law for meet- 
ing the appropriation for which such amount was used ; 
shall be vigilant and active, at all times, in causing the 
laws for the government of said city to be duly executed 
and put in force; shall inspect the conduct of all officers 
in the government thereof, and, as far as may be in his 
power, cause all negligence, carelessness, and positive 
violation of duty to be duly prosecuted and punished ; 
shall, whenever in his judgment it is for the good 
of said city, summon meetings of the board of aldermen 
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Executive 
power to be 
vested in 
mayor. 
1854, c. 448, 
§ 45, 

1885, c. 266, 
§ 6. 


His powers 
and duties. 

5 Gray, 121. 
98 Mass. 39. 
1854, c. 448, 
§ 46. 

1893, c. 192. 
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Officers and 
boards, 
mayor to 
appoint and 
board of 
aldermen, 
after one 
week, to 
confirm. 
1854, c. 448, 
§§ 32, 49, 52. 
1885, c. 266, 
§ 1. 

1890, c. 418. 
1880, c. 174, 


§ 1. 


1864, c. 128, 


1875, c. 185, 


1889, c. 245, 


1879, c. 60, 
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and common council, or either of them, although the 
meeting of said boards may stand adjourned to a more 
distant day; shall cause suitable notice in writing, of 
such meetings, to be given to the respective members of 
said boards; shall, from time to time, communicate to 
both boards all such information, and recommend all 
such measures, as may tend to the improvement of the 
finances, the police, health, security, cleanliness, com- 
fort, and ornament of the said city. 

Sect. 18. The mayor shall appoint, subject, after 
the expiration of one week from the date of appoint- 
ment, to confirmation by the board of aldermen for the 
terms hereinafter specified, beginning with the first day 
of May in the year of appointment, and until their re- 
spective successors are appointed and confirmed, the 
following-named officers, that is to say: 

For the term of five years: . 

A board of trustees of the city hospital, to consist of 
five trustees, one to be appointed each year. 

A board of trustees of the public library, to consist of | 
five trustees, one to be appointed each year. 

For the term of three years: 

An inspector of buildings, who shall be either an 
architect, builder, or civil engineer. 

A board of overseers of the poor, to consist of twelve 
persons, residents of the city, four to be appointed each 
year. ) 

A board of park commissioners, to consist of three 
commissioners, one to be appointed each year. 

A board of commissioners of public institutions, to 
consist of three commissioners, one to be appointed each 
year. 

A board of registrars of voters, to consist of three 
members, one to be appointed each year. 
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A board of survey, to consist of three members, each 
to be appointed for three years. 

And he shall in like manner appoint, subject to con- 1890 ¢.41s. 
firmation as aforesaid, the following-named officers for 
such term of service, not exceeding three years begin- 
ning with the first day of May in the year of appoint- 
ment, as the city council may by ordinance determine, 
and until their respective successors are confirmed, 
namely : 

A Boston water board, to consist of three members. ane c. 80, 

A city auditor. 

A city collector. 

A city registrar. 

A city treasurer. 

A commissioner of West Boston and of Craigie’s 
bridges. 

A commissioner of Prison-point bridge. 

And all other officers and members of boards to have 
sole or joint charge of departments established by the 


1890, c. 418. 


city council. 
He shall in like manner appoint, subject to confirma- 
tion as aforesaid, for terms of one year beginning with 
the first day of May in the year of appointment, and 
until their respective successors are appointed and con- 
firmed, all officers appointed by the mayor and con- 
firmed by the board of aldermen, except election officers 
and those above specified ; shall appoint, subject to con- 
firmation in the same manner, an officer to fill any va- 
cancy occurring in any of the aforesaid offices, to serve 
for the remainder of an unexpired term. He shall in 
the temporary absence of the city clerk, and assistant 
city clerk, appoint a city clerk pro tem. The foregoing Not to ap. 
provisions of this section shall not apply to the city mes- yen 
senger, clerk of committees of the city council, the gee oops 
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Police to be 
under con- 
trol of 
mayor in 
emergency. 
1878, c. 244, 
§ 8. 

In case of 
riot, etc. 
1885, c. 323, 
§ 6. 


Mayor to 
have ap- 
proval of all 
votes. If he 
does not 
approve, to 
return the 
same with 
his ob- 
jection, or 
they will be 
in force. 
1854, c. 448, 
§ 47. 

1885, c. 266, 
§§ 9, 10. 
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clerks and attendants employed by the city council or 
either branch thereof, nor to the subordinates or other 
employees in the several departments. 

Sect. 19. The mayor may for such cause as he shall 
deem sufficient, and shall assign in his order for removal, 
remove any of the officers or members of a board ap- 
pointed by the mayor as aforesaid. 

Srot. 20. The mayor may, in case of tumult, riot, 
or violent disturbance of public order, as the exigency 
may in his judgment require, assume control, for the 
time being, of the police of the city; before assuming 
such control he shall issue his proclamation to that effect, 
and thereafter the board of police for the city of Boston 
shall execute all orders promulgated by him for the sup- 
pression of such tumult and the restoration of such 
order. 

Secr. 21. The mayor shall have the approval of — 
every ordinance, order, resolution, or vote (except an 
election of an officer, or on a question of convention of 
the two branches) passed by the city council — every 
order, resolution, or vote (except an election of an ofh- 
cer, or in relation to votes cast at elections) passed by 
the board of aldermen, and every order, resolution, or 
vote, involving the expenditure or appropriation of 
money, passed by the common council, or by the school 
committee, and the same shall be presented to him for 
his approval. If the mayor within ten days after any 
such ordinance, order, resolution or vote has been pre- 
sented to him for his approval, signifies his approval 
thereof by signing the same, or signifies his approval 
of any items or sums of any such ordinance, order, reso- 
lution or vote involving the raising, appropriation, or 
expenditure of money, by signing the same, such ordi- 
nance, order, resolution or vote so approved, or such 
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items or sums thereof so approved shall be in force on 
and after the date specified in the ordinance, order, reso- 
lution or vote therefor, or if no such date is so specified, 
shall be in force on and after the date of approval. If 
the mayor does not approve any ordinance, order, reso- 
lution or vote aforesaid, or if he approves any items or 
sums of any such ordinance, order, resolution or vote in- 
volving the raising, appropriation or expenditure of 
money by signing the same as aforesaid, he shall within 
said ten days return the ordinance, order, resolution or 
vote disapproved, or a statement of such items or sums 
thereof disapproved, to the board in which the ordinance, 
order, resolution or vote originated, with his objections 
thereto in writing, and if he does not within said ten 
days return such ordinance, order, resolution or vote, or 
statement of items or sums thereof disapproved by him, 
to the board in which it originated, with a statement of 
his objections thereto in writing, such ordinance, order, 
resolution or vote shall be in force on and after the date 
specified in the ordinance, order, resolution or vote 
therefor, or if no such date is so specified, shall be in 
force on and after the expiration of said ten days. 

Sect. 22. If the mayor within ten days after any Vote not to 
such ordinance, order, resolution or vote has been pre- pe os 
sented to him for his approval shall return the same °°°*"°t#s® 


unless again 


with his objections thereto in writing, or shall return hbase 3 
» Co S40, 


a statement of any items or sums of any such ordi- 547. 
: : 1885, c. 266, 

nance, order, resolution or vote so presented to him, g¢9, 40, 
involving the raising, appropriation or expenditure of 
money which he disapproves, and of his objections 
thereto in writing, to the board in which the ordinance, 

order, resolution or vote originated, such ordinance, 

order, resolution or vote, or items or sums, so objected 


to, shall not be in force, and said board shall enter 


18 


Annual esti- 
mates to be 
furnished to 
and exam- 
ined by the 
mayor. 
1885, c. 266, 
§ 8. 


Heads of 
depart- 
ments to be 
called 
together for 
consulta- 
tion. 

1885, c. 266, 
§ 7. 


Compensa- 
tion of 
mayor. 
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the objections of the mayor at large on their records, 
and proceed to reconsider said ordinance, order, resolu- 
tion or vote, or items or sums, and if after such recon- 
sideration two-thirds of all the members of said board, 
notwithstanding such objections, agree by vote taken by 
yea and nay to pass the same, said ordinance, order, 
resolution or vote, or items or sums, so again passed shall, 
together with the objections, be sent to the other board 
of the city council, if the same originally required con- 
current action, where the same shall also be reconsidered, 
and if passed, by a vote taken by yea and nay, by two- 
thirds of all the members present, the same shall be in 
force on and after the date specified in the ordinance, 
order, resolution or vote therefor, or if no such date 
is so specified, shall be in force on and after the date of 
passage. 

Sect. 23. The mayor shall examine the estimates 
which the head of every department, and every other 
officer and board having authority to expend money, 
shall, in the month of January, annually furnish to him 
of the money required for his department or office dur- 
ing the next financial year, and submit the same, with 
his recommendations thereon, to the city council, and 
shall once a month or oftener, call together the heads of 
departments for consultation and advice upon the affairs 
of the city ; and they shall, at such and all other times, 
furnish such information as to matters under their con- 
trol as the mayor may request. 

Sect. 24. The mayor shall be compensated for his 
services by an annual salary, to be fixed by the city 
council at not less than five thousand dollars; but shall 
receive for his services no other compensation or emol- 
ument whatever; nor shall he, while serving as mayor, 
hold any office of emolument under the city government. 
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POWERS OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 


Sect. 25. The board of aldermen shall sit and act Meetings of 
: : : ee oe board to be 
only in public meetings and as a separate board distinct puptic ana 
separate. 
Quorum. 
both of said boards shall meet in convention; shall a be judge 
of its mem- 
transact business only when a quorum, consisting of a bers. 


ae é 4 ., 1854, c. 448, 
majority of all its members, is present, and shall decide g 94 


from the common council, except in those cases in which 


upon all questions relating to the elections, qualifica- 
tions, and returns of its members. 
Sect. 26. The board of aldermen shall, after the Aldermen 


; : . ° £9 to choose a 
organization of the city government, choose one of its permanent 
chairman. 
1854, c. 444, 
all meetings of the board and at conventions of the two ae 

= 1885, c. 266, 
branches in the absence of the mayor; and in case of 10. 


members as a permanent chairman, who shall preside at 


the death, resignation, or absence of the mayor, or his 
inability to perform the duties of his office, shall, under 

the style of “acting mayor,” exercise all the powers and Powers of 
perform all the duties of the office not admitting of eee 
delay, until the mayor is able to attend to his duties or 

the vacancy is filled, but shall not make any permanent 
appointment. 


Sect. 27. The board of aldermen shall order meet- Meetings of 
citizens to 


ings of citizens for elections and other municipal pur-,,. >-aerea 


poses which they are authorized, or required, by law PY?" 
; 1854, c. 448, 
to call, to be held at such times and places as they s 61. 


may direct and appoint; shall have and exercise al eee 
the powers which on the twenty-third day of February, 
1822, vested in the selectmen of the town of Boston, 
either by the general laws of this commonwealth, by 
particular laws relative to the powers and duties of said 
selectmen, or by the usages, votes, and by-laws of said 
town, and all the powers since said date, vested in 


the mayor and aldermen of the city of Boston, whether 
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as mayor and aldermen, county commissioners or other- 
wise, and not revoked or repealed, subject to the ap- 


ou e. 22, proval of the mayor as hereinbefore provided, as fully 

ov. 

P.s.,c.49, and amply as if the same were herein specially enu- 

§ 84. 

1870, ¢. 

tee ag Powers, the powers and authority relating to the public 
9 Vs ’ 


s37, Merated, saving and excepting, however, all executive 


§ 48. health and the quarantine of vessels, and the power to 
1885, c. 266, ; : : ‘ : 

§ 10. appoint and establish and organize the police of the city, 
Board of 


policeto 2nd make all needful rules and regulations for its effi- 
appoint and Gjency, and all the powers which, on the twelfth day of 


organize 


police. June, 1885, vested in the board of police commissioners 


1885, c. 323, : ; 
§ 2. of said city of Boston, by the statutes of the common- 


w78, e272. wealth or by the ordinances, by-laws, rules, and regu- 
Salary of lations of said city. Each member of the board of 


aldermen. 


1888. c.o86, aldermen shall receive an annual salary of fifteen hun- 
 eitet Me * 


dred dollars. 
Surveyors Secr. 28. The board of aldermen shall be surveyors 


of high. ice: 
scan: of highways for said city, and shall have and exercise all 


135 Mass. 1 
7. the powers except the executive powers of such survey- 


P.S.,¢.22, ors, and have like powers and perform like duties as are 


§§ 80-31. : [rigs 
exercised and performed by county commissioners. 
POWERS OF THE COMMON COUNCIL. 
east Sect. 29. The common council shall sit and act only 
ody. 


Sittings to in public meetings and as a separate board distinct from 


be public - ° ° 
and sepa. the board of aldermen, except in those cases in which 
rr both of said boards shall meet in convention; shall 


Quorum. transact business only when a quorum, consisting of a 


To be judge majority of all its members, is present, and shall decide 
of its mem- 


bers. ] , ino t ] ifica- 
Pee upon all questions relating to the elections, qualifica 
$$ 24,54. tions, and returns of its members. 

President. Secr. 30. The common council shall, after the or- 
1854, c. 448 st oe ; 4 Se 

§ 34, ’ ganization of the city government, choose one of its 


members as a permanent chairman, who shall preside at 


ee gy at 
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all meetings of the council, and preserye order there- 

in; and in case of the death, resignation, or absence of 

the mayor, or his inability to perform the duties of his 

office, and the inability of the chairman of the board 

of aldermen to serve as mayor, shall serve as “ acting Acting 
mayor ” until the mayor, or the said chairman, is able to Sate 182. 
attend to the duties of the mayor, or the vacancy is 

filled, but shall not make any permanent appoint- 


ment. 
Srecr. 31. The common council shall choose a clerk, “le 


common 


who shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of the duties council. 
of his office; shall hold his office during the pleasure of 

the common council; shall attend the common council 
when in session, and keep a journal of its acts, votes, 

and proceedings, and shall perform such other services 

as the said common council shall require. 


POWERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL. 


Secr. 32. The city council shall consist of the board City council 
to consist 


of aldermen and the common council, which boards shall o¢. 
act by concurrent vote, each board having a negative 


upon the other, and the concurrent vote to be subject Powers of, 
city council. 


to the approval of the mayor, as hereinbefore provided. (44° ° "> 
° ° 1854, c. 448, 
Sect. 33. ‘The city council shall have all the powers § 35° © 
122 Mass. 


prior to April 29, 1854, by law vested in the town or 344. 
: IP Sisy Gaps 


. a 7 hd a 2 28. 
city of Boston, or in the inhabitants thereof, as a mu- 253... yoo. 


ee ° . . . ° 6 Pick. 187. 
nicipal corporation, or in the city council of the city 11 pick. 16s. 
. 16 Pick. 504. 
of Boston, not otherwise vested by law. 
Snor. 34. The city council, in the case of the de- Vacancy in. 
e omice oO 
cease, inability, absence, resignation, or vacancy in the mayor. 
‘ 1854, c. 448, 
office of the mayor from any cause, except non-election, ¢ 59, 
shall declare such cause and order an election for a 
mayor for the time being to supply the vacancy thus 


oceasioned. 5 
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Powers of 2A | il 1 
tieconseil, SLOT. 35. The eity council shall, in the month of 


Shall el : 
ae clerk. January, elect by ballot a city clerk, who shall also be 


PSC .t25, 
es elerk of the board of aldermen, to serve for the term 
C > Cc. 4 ’ 


§ 2. are il another pers is shose 
fei, c.4is, Of One year, and until another person is duly chosen 
te and qualified in his stead, and in case of a vacancy in 


Hea bnves his office shall fill such vacancy for the remainder of 
in 


city clerk. the unexpired term. 


no Provide — Secr. 36. The city council from time to time may 
Or asSess- 


ors. provide for the appointment of such assessors as they 


1884, c. 123. : 
1885, c.26e. deem for the public good; may lay and assess, and 


Assessment provide for the assessment and collection of, taxes for 


of taxes. 


1854, c. 448, 211 purposes for which towns are by law required or 


aan authorized to assess and grant money, and also for all 
27,29. - purposes for which county taxes may be levied and 
as assessed, so long as other towns in the county shall not 
stan pet be lable to taxation for county purposes; provided, 
ian a however, that the taxes assessed on property in said city 


4 Gray, 502.exclusive of the state tax and of the county tax to 
1 Allen, 108. 

108 Mass, the amount of four hundred and twenty-five thousand 
408. 

112 Mass. 
77275. account of the city debt, shall not exceed in any year 

Py Copel By Reds P 

s§land2. nine dollars on every one thousand dollars of the aver- 
1887, c. 281. 


dollars, and of the sums required by law to be raised on 


age of the assessors’ valuations of the taxable property 
therein for the preceding five years, the valuation for 
each year being first reduced by the amount of all abate- 
ments allowed thereon previous to the thirty-first day of 
December in the year preceding said assessment; and 
provided further, that in the assessment and apportion- 
ment of all such taxes upon the polls and estates of all 
persons liable to contribute thereto, the same rules and 
regulations shall be observed as are now established by 
the laws of this commonwealth, or may be hereafter 
enacted, relative to the assessment and apportionment 
of town taxes. 


~ 
¥: 


ed Ae 
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Secr. 37. The city council may incur indebtedness My borew 
ana transfer 


for purposes authorized by law, not exceeding, after ex- money. 
cluding the indebtedness provided by law, two per cent. a Loy 
on the average valuation described in the preceding sec- “Y” °°* 
tion, and may borrow, for said purposes, the whole or 

any part of the amount which the commissioners of 
sinking-funds, together with the treasurer and auditor, 

shall, before the first day of April in each year, certify 

to the city council to be their estimate of the money 

which the city will be able to borrow during the current 
municipal year, within the aforesaid debt limit ; provided, 
however, that they shall not borrow any part of such 
amount, or transfer any part of the money so borrowed, 

unless the mayor shall in writing certify, upon the order 
authorizing the loan or transfer, that the amount intended 

to be borrowed or transferred is not in his opinion to 

meet a current expense, or that it is to meet a current 
expense, but that public necessity requires the borrowing 

or transfer of the same. 

Secr. 38. The city council may make appropriations May appro- 
of public moneys and provide for the expenditure thereof, aati ah 
and after any appropriation has been duly made, no eae 
transfer of any part of such appropriation shall be made, Ua PN 
except within the department, or in accordance with the 
written recommendation of the mayor to the city council 
approved by the yea and nay vote of two-thirds of the 
members of each branch thereof. 

Secr. 39. The city council shall provide for the care, Care of 
custody, and management of the public buildings, and arena 
other property of the city, and for leasing or selling the aa Sia 
same, except the common and Faneuil hall, and for 
purchasing other property, real or personal, in the name Ea 

purchase 


and for the use of the city, whenever its interests OY property. 
convenience, in their judgment, require it. 
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To divide 
the city 
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Sect. 40. The city council shall, during the year one 


into twenty- thousand eight hundred and ninety-five, and in every 


five wards. 
Sara 25, 
§ 14. 

1888, c. 437. 
1854, c. 448, 
§ 3. 

1875, c. 243. 


New divi- 
sions to be 
made by 
city council. 
1884, c. 250, 


§ 2. 


May re- 
quire 
officers to 
give bonds 
and to 
account for 
public 
money. 
1821, c. 110, 
§ 20. 

1854, c. 448, 
§§ 37, 51. 


See 1885, c. 
266, § 6. 
Shall pub- 
lish annual 
financial 
statement. 


Board of 
health. 
PiS;,/€..80. 
12 Pick. 
184, 

98 Mass. 
431. 

116 Mass. 
254. 


tenth year thereafter, before the first day of May in 
each of said years, make a new division of the city into 
twenty-five wards, in such manner as to include an equal 
number of voters in each ward, as nearly as conveniently 
may be consistently with well-defined limits to each 
ward; and until such division be made, the boundary 
lines of the wards shall remain as now established. 
SroT. 41. 
vision of said city into wards, cause a new division 


The city council shall, after any new di- 


of the city to be made into twelve aldermanic districts, 
in such manner as to include in such districts whole 
and contiguous wards (except so far as the same may 
be separated by natural water-channels connected by 
bridge or bridges), and an equal number of voters and 
inhabitants as nearly as convenience permits, and until 
such new division be made the districts shall remain as 
herein established. 

Snot. 42.- The city council may require all boards 
and officers acting under the authority of the city and 
intrusted with the collection, custody, or expenditure of 
public money to give bonds; to keep a just and prompt 
account of said money and to account therefor to the 
city council; and said city council shall publish and 
distribute annually, for the information of the citizens, a 
particular statement of the receipts and expenditures of 
all public moneys, and a particular statement of all city 
property. 

Secor. 43. 
all the power and authority on the twenty-ninth day of 
April, 1854, vested in the city council, or in the board 


The city council shall have and exercise 


of mayor and aldermen, or since said day vested in 
the city council, relative to the public health and the 
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quarantine of vessels, and may by ordinance authorize te Pg 
a health commissioner, or a board of health, to exercise 
all or any of said powers, and may from time to time 
exercise the said powers and authority even when de- 
volved by ordinance upon others. 

Srot. 44. The city council shall fix the salary of the Sh#!! 


salary of 


mayor at a sum not less than five thousand dollars, and mayor. 
. . . . 1885, Cc. 266, 
shall not increase or diminish the sum when fixed except 5 11. 


for years subsequent to the one in which the same is 
fixed. 
Sect. 45. The city council may limit, restrict, and May amend 


certain 


amend the powers of the board of trustees of the public boaras. 
library of the city of Boston, and of the board of trus- 
tees of the city hospital of the city of Boston, and may 
authorize either or both said boards to expend any or 
all the income of any funds or property held by them 
in accordance with the terms of the donation, devise, or 
bequest under which said funds or property are held. 

Sect. 46. The city council may, whenever the city 
shall be one county, elect a register of deeds. 


POWER TO MAKE ORDINANCES. 


Seot. 47. The city council may make all such need- By-laws. 
4 ; 1854, c, 448, . 
ful and salutary by-laws or ordinances, not incon- ¢3;, 
1881, c. 229, 
§§ 3, 4. 
by the laws of this commonwealth have power to make 2 Cush. 562. 
- - is 9 Met. 253. 

and establish, and may annex penalties not exceeding fifty 12 Gray, 


dollars for the breach thereof. Such by-laws and ordi- er. i 


nances shall be enacted in the style and published in“ 
‘ ass. 

the method prescribed by ordinance, and shall take effect 114. 
° ° . 121 Mass. 

and be in force from and after the time therein respec- 3565, 
. ° “” ° . 2 € \. 
tively stated, or upon their passage if no time is stated, {3)."°"" 
° ° . 128 Mass. 
without the sanction, confirmation, or other approval of 213, 380. 
133 Mass. 


any court or other authority whatsoever; and all fines 37. 


sistent with the laws of this commonwealth, as towns 
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rime’ and penalties for the breach of said ordinances shall be 
it . e ° . e 

tressury. paid into the city treasury for the use of said city, un- 
1854, c. 448, 


§ 38. less otherwise provided by statute or ordinance. 

May pro- 7 7 7s ali a 
May pro, =  SecT. 48. The city council may by ordinance pro 
appoint- 


vide for the appointment of all officers to have sole or 


ment, pre- 
scribe du- aie S C - 
ties, and fix joint charge of departments of said city, and of all other 
compensa- 


tion of city necessary Officers for the good government of said city, 
officers. = 


sag not otherwise provided for, prescribe their duties and 
1881, c. 229, 


§ 1. fix their compensation. 

1885, c. 266, ; : : : oy 

§ 1. Sect. 49. The city council may by ordinance, from 
May pre- 


scribe du. time to time, empower the Boston water board toe ex- 
ties of 
water 


board. of the commonwealth upon the city of Boston or the 
1875, ¢. 808. 


ercise all or any of the powers conferred by the statutes 


Cochituate or Mystic water boards with reference to 
supplying said city with water, and to act as the agent 
of the city of Boston in doing any or all things which 
the city is authorized to do in relation to the taking of 
lands, water-rights, and other property, and to the 
establishment and maintenance of works and appliances 
for supplying the city of Boston or other cities and 

1892, c. 218. towns with pure water. Said board shall fix the prices 
or rents for the use of water from the water supplies 
of the city. 

May pre- Snot. 50. The city council shall by ordinance pro- 


scribe 
duties an 
fix compen. May in the year of his appointment, not exceeding three 
sation of 5 

certain years, and until his successor shall be appointed and con- 
officers by . fet Ss 

ordinance. firmed, for every officer having sole or joint charge of 
1881, ¢. 229, 


a vide for a term of office, beginning with the first day of 


a department of the city, except for officers, trustees, and 
Rage hg, members of boards whose terms of office are prescribed 
c. 460, § 1. by statute. 

Building Sror. 51. The city council may by ordinance, from 


limits. 


1885, «. 374, time to time, extend and establish building limits in said 
§ 21. 


city. 


ee 
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DEOTSi02: 
such requirements, not inconsistent with law, as they may 


The city council may by ordinance make 


deem expedient in relation to the erection and alteration 
of wooden buildings outside the building limits, and may 
regulate the management and inspection of elevator 
hoist-ways and elevator shafts in said city. 

SrcT. 53. 
such regulations in relation to the size and shape of all 


The city council may by ordinance make 


carriages, wagons, carts, trucks, sleighs, sleds, and other 
vehicles and their loads, passing through the highways 
and public places of the city, as it may deem necessary 
for the public safety and convenience. 

Sect. 54. The city council may by ordinance provide 
for the appointment of one commissioner who shall, with 
another commissioner appointed by the city of Cam- 
bridge, have the care and management of West Boston 
bridge and Craigie bridge and the draws thereof, and of 
one commissioner who shall, with another commissioner 
appointed by said city of Cambridge, have the care and 
management of Prison-point bridge and the draw thereof. 

SECT. 55. 
scribe duties and authorities not inconsistent or repug- 


The city council may by ordinance pre- 


nant to the laws of the commonwealth, for the board of 
trustees of the public library and for the board of trus- 
tees of the city hospital. 

Sror. 56. The city council may by ordinance, from 
time to time, define the market limits in and around 
Faneuil-hall market, and may make reasonable rules of 
police, needful for the decorum, convenience, and good 
order of Faneuil-hall market, and of said market limits, 
and of those who buy and sell therein, but shall not 
exclude from said market limits street stands used 
before ten o’clock in the morning or between four o’clock 
in the afternoon and the time of closing the markcts, 
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City council 
may make 
additional 
building 
require- 
ments. 
1885, c. 374, 
§ 20. 
Elevators, 
ete. 

1892, c. 419, 
§ 135. 


May regu- 
late by ordi- 
nance the 
size and 
shape of 
vehicles 
and their 
loads. 

2. Cush. 562. 
109 Mass. 
355. 

1880, c. 184. 


Commis- 
sioners of 
certain 
bridges. 
1870, c. 307. 
1871, c. 250. 


May pre- 
scribe 
duties for 
trustees of 
public li- 
brary and 
city hos- 
pital. 


Provisions 
and produce 
to be sold on 
street stands 
around Fan- 
euil-hall 
market, 
under cer- 
tain restric- 
tions. 
1359; Gc. 2hk; 
1 
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1891, c. 136. 


City council 


or members 
not to take 
part in em- 
ploying 
labor, 
making of 
contracts, 
etc. 

1885, c. 266, 
§ 12. 


1854, c. 448, 
§ 43. 
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solely for the sale of provisions and perishable produce, 
the product of the farm of the person offering them 
for sale, or of some farm within ten miles of said market, 
or to be sold at wholesale only on commission by the 
party offering the same for sale for, or as agent for, some 
person or persons not residing or having a usual place of 
business within ten miles of said market, or for the sale 
of meats at wholesale only by the person who slaughtered 
the animals of which the meats were a part. 

Sect. 57. The city council may by ordinance regu- 
late the sale of prepared wood, slabs, and edgings for 
fuel, when sold by the load; but no penalty for any one 
violation of any such ordinance shall exceed five dollars. 


LIMITATIONS OF POWER OF MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL. 


Srot. 58. Neither the city council nor either board 
thereof, nor any member or committee thereof or of 
either board thereof, nor the board of aldermen acting 
in any capacity in which said board may act separately 
under special powers conferred upon it, nor any member 
or committee of said board acting in any such capacity, 
shall directly or indirectly take part in the employment 
of labor, the making of contracts, the purchase of mate- 
rials or supplies, the construction, alteration, or repair 
of any public works, buildings, or other property, or the 
care, custody, and management of the same, or in the 
conduct of any of the executive or administrative busi- 
ness of the city, or in the expenditure of public money, 
except such as may be necessary for the contingent and 
incidental expenses of the city council or of either branch 
thereof, nor, except as is otherwise provided, take part in 
the appointment or removal of any officers or subordinates 
for whose appointment or removal provision is hereinbe- 
fore made; nor, at the same time, hold any office under 


tothe 
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the city government; but nothing in this section con- 
tained shall affect the powers or duties of the board of 
aldermen in relation to state aid to disabled soldiers and 
sailors, and to the families of those killed in the civil 
war. 

SreotT. 59. No member of the city council shall be 
eligible, during the term for which he was chosen, to any 
office by appointment or by election of said city council 
or either branch thereof, the salary of which office is pay- 
able from the city treasury. 

Secor. 60. No member of the board of aldermen shall 
have any sum paid from the city treasury for or on 
account of any personal or committee expenses, directly 
or indirectly incurred by him or in his behalf, except for 
carriage-hire or car-fare actually incurred in the perform- 
ance of official duty, and in each case especially author- 
ized by vote of the said board or of a regularly appointed 
committee of the said board or of the city council, and a 
bill stating the date when the persons for whom and the 
full service for which the same was incurred, accompanied 
by a duly certified copy of the vote authorizing the same, 
and a certificate signed by each member of said board 
incurring said bill, that the expense was actually incurred 
by him for the purpose so authorized on the day speci- 
fied, and for the service and to the extent and amount 
therein charged. 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


Srecr. 61. The school committee of the city of Bos- 
ton shall consist of twenty-four persons, the present 
members of which shall continue to hold office for the 
terms for which they are respectively chosen; and the 
qualified voters of said city shall, at the annual meeting, 
give in their votes in their respective precincts for eight 
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Members of 
city council 
ineligible to 
salaried 
office. 

1884, c. 115, 
§ 1. 


No personal 
expenses of 
aldermen to 
be paid, ex- 
cept for car- 
riage-hire or 
car-fare. 

1888, c. 286. 


School com. 
mittee to 
consist of 
twenty-four 
persons 
elected by 
the voters. 
115 Mass. 
383, 602, 


§§ 1, 2. 
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1875, c. 241. 
1885, c. 266, 
§ 10. 

Eight mem- 
bers to be 
elected 
every year, 


Organiza- 
tion. 
1875, c. 243, 
§ 3. 
Quorum. 
1884, c. 448, 
24. 
1875, c. 241, 
§§ 2, 3, 4. 
Judge of 
elections, 


etc., of its 
members. 


Officers to 
be chosen. 
1875, c. 241, 
§ 4. 


School 
committee, 
powers and 
duties. 
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able and discreet persons, being inhabitants of the city, 
to be members of the school committee for the term of 
three years from the first Monday in January next ensu- 
ing, and all the votes so given in shall be sorted, counted, 
declared, and recorded, and transcripts of such records 
certified and transmitted, and the same proceedings had 
thereon to ascertain and determine the persons chosen as 
members of the school committee, as are hereinbefore 
directed in regard to the choice of mayor, and for a new 
election in case of the whole number required not being 
chosen at the first election. Neither the mayor nor any 
member of either board of the city council shall be a 
member of the school committee; nor shall either of 
such persons or any member of the school committee be 
eligible to the office of superintendent or supervisor of 
schools. 

Sect. 62. The members of the school committee 
shall meet and organize on the second Monday in Jan- 
uary in each year, and a majority of all the members 
shall be necessary to constitute a quorum for the trans- 
action of business. The school committee shall have 
authority to decide upon all questions relative to the 
qualifications, elections, and returns of its members. 

Sreor. 63. Theschool committee shall choose a secre- 
tary, not of their own number, who shall also serve as 
secretary to the board of supervisors, an auditing clerk, 
and such other subordinate officers as they may deem 
expedient, and shall define their duties, fix their com- 
pensation, and remove them at pleasure. 

Sror. 64. The school committee shall have the super- 
vision and direction of the public schools; shall exercise 
the powers and perform the duties in relation to the 
care and management of schools which are now exercised 
and performed by the school committee of said city, ex- 
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cept so far as they may be changed or modified herein ; 
shall have the powers and discharge the duties which 
may hereafter be imposed by law upon the school 
committees of cities and towns; shall, within the several Power re. 


A ais 5 lating to 
appropriations therefor, have full and exclusive power sehooi 


buildings 


and authority to order additions, alterations, and repairs 214 yrs 


to be made on the school buildings, to provide temporary 
accommodations for school purposes, to select, bond, and 
purchase lands required for school buildings and their 

yards, and to determine the plans for school buildings to 

be erected ; shall appoint janitors for the school-houses, To appoint 
designate their duties and fix their compensation, and Rte 
may discharge them at pleasure; shall elect for a term 
of two years, and may remove for such cause as they To appoint 
shall deem sufficient, a superintendent of schools, and a Mickey 
board of supervisors, consisting of not more than six 
members, of which board said superintendent shall be a 
member, and over which he shall, when present, preside, 

and shall elect the teachers of the public schools; shall 
prescribe the duties and fix the compensation of said 
superintendent, supervisors, and teachers, but shall not 
increase the compensation of any teacher fixed at the 
commencement of the school year. The votes of a Majority 


vote re- 


majority of all the members shall be required to elect guirea, 
the superintendent and supervisors of schools, the head ¥"°™ 
masters of the Latin, normal, and high schools, the 
masters of the grammar schools, and the directors of a 
special study or exercise. 

Stor. 65. Ifa person elected a member of the school Vacancies, 
committee, after being duly notified by the city clerk of eat ai 


his election, refuses or neglects to accept said office, or P.s., c. 44, 
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ae 


if a member of the committee declines further service, or 
from change of residence or otherwise, becomes in the 
opinion of the school committee unable to attend to the 
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duties of the committee, the remaining members shall, 
in writing, give notice of the fact to the board of alder- 
men, and the two boards shall thereupon, in convention, 
after giving public notice of at least one week, proceed 
to fill such vacancy by ballot, and ballots to the number 
of a majority of all the members of both boards shall 
be necessary to an election. 


BOARD OF STREET COMMISSIONERS. 


Srecr. 66. The board of street commissioners of the 
city of Boston shall consist of three persons, the present 
members of which shall continue to hold office for the 
terms for which they are respectively chosen; and the 
qualified voters of said city shall, at the annual meeting, 
give in their votes in their respective precincts for one 
able and discreet man, being an inhabitant of the city, to 
be a member of the board of street commissioners for the 
term of three years from the first Monday of January 
next ensuing, and all the votes so given in shall be sorted, 
counted, declared, and recorded, and transcripts of such 
records certified and transmitted, and the same proceed- 
ings had thereon to ascertain and determine the person 
chosen as street commissioner, as are hereinbefore di- 
rected in regard to the choice of mayor. 

Sect. 67. Said board of street commissioners shall 
appoint a secretary of said board, removable at pleasure, 
who shall be sworn to the faithful performance of the 
duties of said office, shall have charge of the records 
of said board, and shall perform such clerical and other 
duties as may be required of him. 

Srot. 68. Said board of street commissioners shall 
obtain all surveys and plans, required by them, from the 
city surveyor of said city, who shall also perform such 
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duties pertaining to the business of a surveyor as said 


board may require of him. 
Secr. 69. Said board of street commissioners, when- To furnish 
estimates 
ever requested by the city council to furnish the estimated when 
~ ordered by — 
cost of laying out, locating anew, altering, widening, or Gy council. 
discontinuing any street, lane, or alley, in said city, shall 18%? ¢ 322. 
furnish such estimates within sixty days thereafter. 
Sreot. 70. Said board of street commissioners shall pete: and 
uties 


have power to lay out, locate anew, alter, widen, and relating to 

: 4 - . ° laying out 

discontinue highways in the city of Boston and to or- highways, 
= EL irs r Thenever at n(] etc. 

der specific repairs thereon, and whenever said board ranean 


are of the opinion that the public necessity and con- §3. 
1870, c. 322. 

venience require that a highway shall be laid out within 1888, ¢. 397, 
said city, or that an existing highway shall be located §* 
anew, altered, widened, or discontinued, or that specific Method of 
repairs shall be ordered thereon, or whenever the city Hake 
council shall adjudge that the public safety and con- ae 
venience require that any street, lane, or alley in the 

said city shall be laid out, altered, or discontinued, and 

shall, by a two-thirds vote of the members of each 
board thereof, direct the said board of street commis- 
sioners to lay out, alter, or discontinue any such street, 
lane, or alley, said board of street commissioners shall 
appoint a time for a public hearing in the matter, and 
shall cause a notice thereof, and of their intention in 
the matter, to be published once a week, for two 
successive weeks, in two daily newspapers, published 
in said city, the last publication to be at least seven 
days previous to the time fixed for said hearing, and 
said commissioners may adjourn said hearing from time 
to time, if they deem it necessary. 

‘Srcr. 71. Said board shall after the hearing afore- 
said determine what action relating to said way the 
public necessity and convenience require, and if they 
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determine that the way shall be laid out, located anew, 
altered, widened, or discontinued, they shall cause such 
determination, if approved by the mayor, to be recorded 
in the records of said commissioners, and the said 
way shall be thereby laid out, located anew, altered, 
widened, or discontinued, or specific repairs shall be 
ordered thereon, in accordance with such determination, 
and said board shall estimate the expenses of the laying 
out, locating anew, altering, widening, or discontinu- 
ing, or ordering specific repairs on, a highway as so 
determined, including the amount of damage, if any, 
sustained by persons in their property thereby, and in 
their determination aforesaid shall state the damages of 
each person separately. If the total of said expenses, 
estimated as aforesaid, shall exceed the sum of ten thou- 
sand dollars, or if the total of said estimate, with the 
estimate of any and all previous alterations or dis- 
continuances of any part of said highway during the 
current municipal year, shall exceed the sum of ten 
thousand dollars, the determination aforesaid shall not be 
in force until the city council shall concur therein. 

Secr. 72. The damages sustained in any case speci- 
fied in the preceding section shall be paid by the city of 
Boston, and said city, or any party interested, if they 
cannot agree upon the amount of such damages, may, 
within the time specified for a like purpose in section 
thirty-three of chapter forty-nine of the public statutes, 
file a petition for a jury in the office of the clerk of the 
superior court for the county of Suffolk, and thereupon, 
after such notice as the court shall order, a trial shall be 
had in the said court, in the same manner as other civil 
cases are there tried by jury, and if either party request, 
the jury shall view the place in question. 
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Sreot. 73. Said board of street commissioners, when in My assess 


their said determination they have declared that they have casi 
laid out, altered, widened, extended, graded, or discon- ay is cy 
tinued the highway under the provisions of law author- PS» «>! 
izing the assessment of betterments, may, within one year 

after such street is graded and opened to public travel or 
discontinued, assess betterments on estates abutting on 

such street, and the provisions of law relating to assess- 

ments for such purposes shall apply to assessments made 

by said board. 


Sect. 74. Said board of street commissioners shall 7°" |, 


appeal from 


be the board of appeal to which appeals may be made in assessors. 


cases of over-assessment of taxes by the assessors of c2." rH i 
taxes of the city of Boston. ce aay 

Seot. 75. Whenever a vacancy occurs in said board bei cd 
of street commissioners, the same shall be filed by ap- ay fee 
pointment by the mayor, subject to confirmation by thes1. 


° bk ° pe eg Ne 51. 
board of aldermen as hereinbefore provided; and the **”° 


person so appointed and confirmed shall hold the office 
until a successor for the remainder of the unexpired 
term shall, at the next municipal election, be chosen and 
qualified. 

Sect. 76. The city of Boston shall annually by or- city to 
dinary vote appropriate money sufficient to meet the aber 
salaries and expenses incurred under sections seventy- (0% aN 
nine, eighty, and eighty-one, and any deficiencies of in- s1. 
terest and sinking-fund requirements to be paid by the 
treasurer of the city of Boston from the appropriation 
herein specified, as provided in section ninety-three, and 
may by such vote appropriate one or more additional 
amounts in gross for carrying out the provisions of sec- 
tions seventy-nine to ninety-four inclusive ; the money Money to 

be raised 


so appropriated shall be obtained from the sales of the yy ioan. 
bonds and certificates provided for in section seventy- 
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seven, and shall constitute an appropriation for the 
purposes of said sections seventy-nine to ninety-four 
inclusive; the total of all amounts so appropriated in 
Limitedto any one year shall not exceed one million dollars, nor 
rei shall the total amount of all such bonds and certificates 
outstanding ever be more than three million dollars in 
excess of the sinking-funds established for the payment 


of said debt. 


see Srecr. 77. The treasurer of said city shall, from time 
Eras T GEG time, on the request of the mayor in writing, issue, 
hg ee to the amount or amounts so appropriated, negotiable 
fa nity bonds, or certificates of indebtedness, payable in twenty 
§ 1. years from their date, and bearing interest at a rate not 
exceeding four per cent. per annum, payable semi-an- 
nually, and fixed by said treasurer, with the approval of 
the mayor, and shall sell said bonds and certificates, or 
any part of them, and credit the proceeds thereof, ex- 
cept premiums, to the aforesaid appropriation. 
De Secor. 78. The aforesaid bonds or certificates, except 
debt limit. those issued to meet the aforesaid appropriation made 
ices during the year eighteen hundred and ninety-one, shall 


not be considered or reckoned in determining the au- 
thorized limit of indebtedness of said city, under the 
provisions of section four of chapter twenty-nine of the 
public statutes, as modified and amended by section two 
of chapter one hundred and seventy-eight of the acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and eighty-five. 


BOARD OF SURVEY. 


Board of Secr. 79. The mayor of said city shall appoint, sub- 


to be ; I 
appointed, Ject to confirmation by the board of aldermen of said 


ane ¢- 823, city, three able and discreet men, who shall constitute a 


board of said city, to be known as the board of survey, 
and who shall hold office for the term of three years 
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’ from the first day of May in the year eighteen hundred 
and ninety-one, or until the work which they are au- 
thorized to do in the following two sections is sooner 
completed. Any vacancy occurring shall be filled by an 
appointment, as aforesaid, for the remainder of the 
unexpired term. The chairman of said board shall be 
designated by the mayor, and shall receive a salary of 
forty-five hundred dollars, and each of the other mem- 
bers a salary of four thousand dollars, per year. The 
provisions of chapter two hundred and sixty-six of the 
acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-five shall, 
except as herein modified, apply to said board and to 
the members thereof. 
Secr. 80. The board of survey shall, with all reason- et ate 
able dispatch, cause to be made under its direction plans survey. 
of such territory or sections of land in said city as said a rit 


board may deem necessary, showing thereon the location 1°” ° 


“ae 


of such highway or the locations of such highways, 
whether already laid out or not, as said board shall be 
of opinion the present or future interests of the public 
will require in each territory, showing clearly the direc- 
tions, widths, and grades of each highway, and may 
employ such assistants and incur such expenses as it 
may deem necessary therefor. Said board, before mak- 
ing any such plan, shall give a public hearing as to the 
locations, directions, widths, and grades for the high- 
way or highways in the territory to be shown on the 
plan, after advertising a notice of such hearing twice a 
week for two weeks in succession, in at least two daily 
newspapers published in said city, the last advertisement 
to be at least two days before such hearing, and shall, 
after making any such plan, give a like hearing and 
notice thereon, and keep the plan open to public inspec- 
tion for two months after the first advertisement of such 
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hearing. Such plan thereafter, and after alterations 
deemed necessary by said board have been made thereon 
shall be marked as made under the provisions of this 
act, be signed by said board, and, if approved by the 
mayor of said city, be signed by him, and after being so 
signed and approved, shall be filed in the office of the 
city surveyor of said city, signed, and the date of such 
filing attested, by said city surveyor. Nothing in this 
act shall invalidate or affect any plan or plans heretofore 
filed by said board, but such alterations may, at any 
time or times within three months after June sixteenth 
in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-two, be made 
on any plan or plans filed before said date, except as to 
ways laid out subsequent to such filing, as said board 
and said mayor may in writing approve. Any plan 
found in the office of said city surveyor, bearing the sig- 
natures of two or more persons as the board of survey,: 
the signature of a person as the mayor, and the signa- 
ture of a person as the city surveyor, shall be prima 
facie evidence that the plan, and all data above specified 
made thereon, were made under the authority of and in 
accordance with the provisions of this act. 

Sect. 81. Said board, its officers and agents, may, so 
far as they deem it necessary in carrying out the afore- 
said provisions, enter into and upon any lands, and 
there make such examinations and surveys, and_ place 
and maintain such monuments and marks, as and where 
they may deem necessary ; and any person injured in his 
property by such entry or by such placing and maintain- 
ing may have a jury, and may have the damages sus- 
tained by such injury determined by such jury and paid 
in the manner and under the rules of law provided for 
obtaining juries, and for determining and paying damages 
sustained in laying out highways in the city of Boston. 


CITY CHARTER. 


Sect. 82. The preceding sections shall not be con- 
strued to authorize any taking or condemnation of land, 
or to render said city lable for damages of any kind, 
except for making entries upon land and for placing 
and maintaining monuments and marks as provided in 
section eighty-one, nor to authorize the city of Boston 
to work or construct any way located on any of said 
plans, until such way shall have been thereafter laid 
out as a highway under other provisions of law, or 
until the passage of an order as provided in section 
eighty-five. 

Secr. 83. The powers of the board of street commis- 
sioners of said city in regard to highways shall not be 
abridged by this act in any manner, except as provided 
in this section and in section ten, and the powers given 
them in this act shall be in addition to the powers now 
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exercised by them. After the passage of this act, in the 3. 


city of Boston, no highway shown on any plan filed as 
aforesaid shall be laid out, located anew, altered, or 
widened, and no such highway, whether already or here- 
after laid out, shall be constructed by any public author- 
ity, until after the passage of an order therefor, as 
provided in section ten of this act; and then only in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of this act; and no person 
or corporation shall hereafter open for public travel any 
private way into any highway, unless the location, direc- 
tions, widths, and grades of such private way have been 
approved in writing by said board of street commission- 
ers and by the mayor; and neither the city nor any 
other public authority shall place any public sewer, 
drain, water-pipe, or lamp in, or do any public work of 
any kind on, any private way opened to public travel 
contrary to the provisions of this act; provided, however, 
that this provision shall not prevent the laying of a trunk 
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sewer, or a water or gas main, as engineering demands 
may require. 

Secr. 84. If any building shall hereafter be placed 
or erected in said city at a grade other than the grade 
therefor recorded in the office of the city surveyor, and 
which the city surveyor shall furnish on the request of 
the owner of the land on which the building is to be 
placed, or if any building shall be placed or erected 
within the boundaries of any way shown on any of the 
plans hereinbefore provided for, after the filing of the 
plan as aforesaid, and not removed at the expense of the 
owner when required by said board of street commis- 
sioners, no damage occasioned to the estate, of which the 
land on which the building was so placed formed a part 
at the date of the first advertisement of the first notice 
given by said board, relating to the plan on which any 
part of said estate is shown, or to any part of said 
estate, by any subsequent establishment of any grade 
of any highway or by any subsequent change of any 
grade of any highway, shall be recovered by, or be 
paid to, the owner of the whole or of any part of such 
estate. 

Sect. 85. Whenever said board of street commis- 
sioners shall be of opinion that any way or strip of land 
in said city should be laid out as a highway, or that any 
highway therein should be located anew, altered or 
widened, and constructed by grading and covering with 
pavement, gravel, or other material, or that any one or 
more of such actions should be taken, said board shall 
proceed in the manner provided at the date of the pas- 
sage of this act for laying out highways in said city, and 
may, with the approval of the mayor, pass an order 
providing therein for the carrying out of any one or 
more of such actions which they may deem necessary for 
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securing the land required for such highway, or for con- 
structing such highway, or for both purposes, and for 
any part of such strip, way, or highway as lies within any 
territory or section of land shown on any plan filed as 
aforesaid, land shall be secured and construction made as 
aforesaid, only in accordance with the directions, widths, 
and grades shown on said plan, and for any part which 
does not so lie, then as said board, with the approval of 
the mayor, shall deem proper. Any person whose prop- Damages. 
erty is taken in carrying out such order may have the 
same remedies which are provided at the date of the 
passage of this act for a person whose property is taken 
in laying out highways in said city, except as modified 
by the provisions of section nine. Said board of Commis. 


Sate : ° sioners to 
commissioners shall, if it orders the construction of 4 prescribe 


kind of 


highway, prescribe in the order the kind of surface or 
pavement, 


pavement for the highway, the height and width and the ¢te- 
materials for the sidewalks therein, and the sizes and 
materials for the sewers and their connections, the water- 

pipes and their connections, and the gas-pipes and their 
connections, to be laid in the highway, and if the gas 
company having authority to lay said gas-pipes shall 
certify the proper sizes and materials for the gas-pipes 

and their connections, the said board shall prescribe 
thereon in accordance with said certificate. 

Sect. 86. So much of an estate as lies between the Parcel of 


land, what 


highway as described in the aforesaid order of said street constitutes. 


891, c. 323, 
11. 


twenty-five feet from and parallel with the highway, 1892, «. 418, 


commissioners, and a line drawn one hundred and 


shall, for the purposes of this act, be deemed a parcel” ~ 
of land; but if there is another way within less than two 
hundred and fifty feet of said highway, and having the 
same general direction, so much of an estate as lies be- 
tween said highway and a line drawn midway between 
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said highway and said other way shall, for the purposes 
of this act, be deemed a parcel of land. 

Secor. 87. The superintendent of streets of said city 
shall, forthwith after the passage of the aforesaid order, 
give public notice by advertisement twice a week for 
two weeks in succession in at least two daily papers 
published in said city that he is about to do the work 
contemplated in said order, and that all work which is 
to be done in the highway shall be done before a certain 
day specified in the notice; shall send a copy of such 
notice to the gas company and the water supply and 
lamp departments in said city at least three weeks before 
the aforesaid specified day,and shall with all reasonable 
dispatch proceed in the manner provided in chapter four 
hundred and eighteen of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and ninety, for departments of said city when 
authorized to erect new buildings, to construct the high- 
way and to lay the sidewalks and the sewers and the 
catch-basins and all other connections therein, in accord- 
ance with the said order, and connect the said sewers 
with the sewers then in use, and if the gas company 
authorized to lay gas-pipes in the highway shall neglect 
or refuse to lay its pipes as determined in said order 
within the time specified therefor, he shall lay the said 
pipes as so determined, and connect them with the pipes 
then in use. 

SecT. 88. Said superintendent shall not do, or per- 
mit to be done, any of the work above described in any 
year after the fifteenth day of November, unless he certi- 
fies, in a writing approved by the mayor and kept on file 
in the office of said superintendent, that public necessity 
requires the work to be done. After the construction of 
the highway said superintendent shall not, for the space 
of two years, permit any department or person to dis- 
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turb the surface thereof, except in case of obvious neces- 
sity, to be certified to in a writing to be approved and 
kept as hereinbefore provided, and except in cases of 
breaks or leaks in pipes, sewers, or wires, but after said 
two years said superintendent may in his discretion 
permit openings to be made. 

Sect. 89. Said board of street commissioners shall, Street com- 


missioners 


after the carrying out of their order, determine the cost to deter- 


mine cost of 
incurred thereby, including the expenses, as certified to carrying 


them by the auditor of said city, of taking land and of ees 
all other doings in any laying out, locating anew, alter- § 14. i 
1892, ¢, 41 


ing or widening and constructing the highway, and of g7. 
the sewers and the laying thereof, and of all other work 
and materials furnished by or for the city in carrying out 
their order; shall deduct therefrom the expenses of the To deduct 
city, as certified by said auditor, for water-pipes, gas- cae 
pipes and connections and the laying thereof, and for 
sewers and connections and the laying thereof, in excess 
of four dollars for each and every lineal foot of sewer, 
and, if the highway as laid out, located anew, altered, or 
widened is more than fifty feet in width, shall also deduct 
such propoition of the said certified expense incurred in 
laying out, locating anew, altering, or widening and con- 
structing the highway, as the width of the highway in 
feet in excess of fifty bears to the entire width of the 
highway in feet, but in case of street widenings when 
the highway as widened is more than fifty feet wide, the 
deduction shall be of such proportion of such certified 
expense of such widening and constructing the highway 
as the width of the highway in feet in excess of fifty feet 
bears to the total width of the widening of the highway 
in feet; and the remainder of said cost in each case shall 
be the assessable cost of the work done under said 
order. 
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Rael 823, Secor. 90. The said assessable cost of the work done 


1892, c. 418, under said order shall be assessed upon the several par- 

Ne mS cels of land as defined in section eleven, as they were at 

pata new the date of the aforesaid order of said street commission- 
ers, and the amount with interest, to be paid for each par- 
cel for which the parcel shall be liable but for which the 
owner shall not be personally Hable, and for which as a 
part of the tax thereon a lien shall attach to the parcel, 
shall be determined by said board of street commission- 
ers in accordance with the proportions in which said 
board shall determine that the said parcels of land are 
increased in value by the aforesaid order and the carrying 

Appealto out thereof. Every such amount may be revised and 

court. corrected by the said board of street commissioners, 
subject to appeal therefrom to the superior court to de- 
termine such correctness, as is provided in the case of 
taxes. 


Assessorsto Spor. 91. If the amount of the aforesaid assessable 
apportion 


cost. cost for which any parcel of land aforesaid is liable, de- 
1891, c. 323, ‘ : ‘ : : : 
§ 16. termined as provided in section fifteen, is not paid before 


50,” the expiration of one year from the date of said determi- 
nation, or if such amount as found by the court, on an 
appeal or other suit or proceeding, is not paid before the 
last day of May next succeeding the finding of the court, 
in each case with interest from the date of the passage of 
the aforesaid order of said street commissioners, at the 
rate of four and one-half per cent. per annum, the board 
of assessors of said city shall include a sum equal to nine 
per cent. of such amount in the next and succeeding 
annual tax bills issued for the tax on the said parcel, and 
in the tax bills issued the first year shall also include in- 
terest on the whole of said amount, at the rate of four 
and one-half per cent. per annum from the date of the 
aforesaid order to the last day of October of the year 
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of the date of such tax bill, and in the tax bills for each 
succeeding year shall include one year’s interest on the 
whole of said amount at the aforesaid rate, and shall so 
include such sums and interest until ten such sums with 
interest have been paid; said board shall issue tax bills 
for such sums for any parcels for which no tax bill 
would otherwise be issued. Every such sum in a tax 
bill shall be abated, collected, and paid into the city 
treasury, as if a part of and in the same manner as the 
city taxes. 
Sect. 92. The owner of any parcel of land aforesaid Owner of 


: ° ° land may 
may at any time pay to said city the balance of the pay. 
amount of the said assessable cost for which his parcel is 77°" 
liable, remaining due after deducting therefrom the 18%, ¢. 418, 

§ 10. 


several sums, exclusive of interest, included in tax bills 
as provided in section sixteen, with interest on the whole 
amount assessed at the rate of four and one-half per 
centum per annum from the last day of October preced- 
ing, to the date of payment, and his parcel shall then be 
relieved from further lien and lability for said cost, or 
he may at any time pay a part of said balance, and the 
board of street commissioners may then, at their discre- 
tion, with the approval of the mayor, relieve a propor- 
tional part of said parcel from further liability and lien 
for said cost. 
Sect. 93. The treasurer of said city shall, from the Treasurer 


to pay over 


premiums, amounts, sums, and apportionments received certain 
mi . 3 ae ° z os moneys to 
during any financial year of said city, under the pro- oiiine. 


visions of sections seventy-seven, eighty-five, ninety, fudcom- 


ninety-one, and ninety-two, pay the interest on the afore- 1801, o, 828, 
said bonds and certificates accruing during that year, ate 
and shall pay over any surplus of the moneys so re- 
ceived to the board of commissioners of sinking-funds of 


said city, to be by them credited to the sinking-funds 
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established for the debts incurred under section seventy- 
seven. If the amount so received in any such year is 
insufficient to meet the interest aforesaid, said treasurer 
shall, unless other provision is made by said city, pay 
the deficiency from the aforesaid appropriation; and, 
unless said city otherwise orders, shall, when said bonds 
and certificates become due, pay from said appropriation 
any deficiency existing in the sinking-funds established to 
pay the same, and no moneys shall be raised for interest 
or sinking-fund requirements on said bonds and certifi- 
cates except as herein provided, unless ordered by said 
city. 

Sror. 94. If the gas company is aggrieved by the 
determination of the amount to be repaid by it to the 
city as provided in section ninety, and shall pay said 
amount into the city treasury within ten days after such 
determination, it may recover of said city, in an action 
of contract, brought within three months after said deter- 
mination, any excess of said amount over the amount 
which it should have paid thereunder, with interest 
thereon at the rate of five per cent. per annum. 

Srcr. 95. The preceding nineteen sections shall not 
be construed to authorize the location or laying out of 
any highway or public place on or over the common, 
public garden, or any public park, or over any burial 
ground. 

Secor. 96. Any court having jurisdiction in equity 
shall also have such jurisdiction to enforce, and to re- 
strain the violation of, the provisions of the preceding 
twenty sections. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY TRUSTEES. 


Secor. 97. The trustees of the public library of the 
city of Boston, for the time being, and their successors 


CITY CHARTER. AT 


in office, shall continue a corporation by the name of the ‘2" Pew- 


ers and 


Trustees of the Public Library of the city of Boston, duties. 

for the purposes hereinafter set forth, with all the powers pa init 
and privileges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions, 
and liabilities, in the general laws relating to such cor- 
porations ; shall meet for organization on the first Mon- 
day of each May and choose one of their number as 
president; shall have the general care and control 
of the central public library in said city, and of all 
branches thereof which have been, or which may here- 
after be, established, together with the buildings and 
rooms containing the same, and the fixtures connected 
therewith, and of the expenditure of the money appro- 
priated therefor; shall as they think necessary or expe- 
dient appoint a superintendent or librarian, and assistants 
or subordinate officers, and may remove the same and fix 
their compensation, provided that the amount thus paid 
shall not exceed the sum appropriated by the city coun- 
cil for that item of expense; may take and hold real and 
personal estate to an amount not exceeding one million 
dollars, which may be given, granted, bequeathed, or 
devised to, and accepted by, said trustees for the benefit 
of the public library of the city of Boston, or any 
branch library, or any purpose connected therewith ; and 
may make rules and regulations relating to said public 
library and its branches, and its officers and servants, 
not inconsistent with the provisions of this section, and 
may fix and enforce penalties for the violation of such 
rules and regulations. Said trustees shall have full and 
exclusive power and control of the erection of the pub- 
lic library building in Copley square; and shall, semi- 
annually, or whenever required by the mayor or city 
council, make a particular report and a statement of 
their acts and proceedings, and of the condition and 
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progress of the work on said building in Copley square ; 
said trustees shall receive no pecuniary compensation for 


their services. 


OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 


Sect. 98. The overseers of the poor, for the time 
being, and their successors in office, shall continue a cor- 
poration under the name of the Overseers of the Poor 
in the City of Boston, and as such corporation shall hold 
and have the entire and exclusive ownership and control 
of all money, interest, and estate, real and personal, of 
what name or nature soever, heretofore given, or which 
may at any time hereafter be given, granted, bequeathed, 
or devised to or to the use of the poor of the town or 
city of Boston, not exceeding the sum of one million dol- 
Jars; and all gifts and bequests of money or estate of 
any kind made to the said corporation, when their whole 
stock in moneys, personal securities, or choses in action, 
and personal estate which the said corporation shall 
have, own, and be vested with, shall, taken and reck- 
oned together, amount to the said sum of one million 
dollars, shall be void. Said corporation shall receive, 
manage, lease, let, and dispose of the money and other 
property held by them as aforesaid according to their 
best discretion to and for the use and benefit of the poor 
of the city of Boston. 


CITY HOSPITAL TRUSTEES. 


Sect. 99. The trustees of the city hospital of the 
city of Boston, for the time being, and their successors 
in office, shall continue a corporation by the name of 
The Boston City Hospital, for the purposes herein- 
after set forth, with all the powers and _ privileges, 
and subject to all the duties, restrictions, and liabili- 
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ties in the general laws relating to such corporations ; 
shall meet for organization on the first Monday of 
each May, and choose one of their number as presi- 
dent; shall, subject to the direction of the city council, 
by ordinance or otherwise, have the general care and 
control of the city hospital, and of all the branches 
thereof which have been, or which may hereafter be, 
established, together with the buildings and rooms con- 
taining the same, and the fixtures and furniture con- 
nected therewith, and also of the expenditures of the 
money appropriated therefor; shall appoint a superin- 
tendent, with such assistants and subordinate officers as 
they may think necessary or expedient, and may remove 
the same, and fix their compensations, provided that the 
amount thus paid shall not exceed the sums appropriated 
by the city council for that item of expense; may take 
and hold real and personal estate to an amount not 
exceeding one million dollars, which may be given, 
granted, bequeathed, or devised to it, and accepted by 
said trustees, for the benefit of said city hospital, or 
any purpose connected therewith; and may make rules 
and regulations relating to said city hospital, and its 
officers and servants, not inconsistent with the provis- 
ions of this section, and fix and enforce penalties for 
the violation of the same. Said trustees shall receive 
no pecuniary compensation for their services. 


PARK COMMISSIONERS. 


Secr. 100. The board of park commissioners may 
locate, within the limits of the city of Boston, one or 
more public parks; and, for that purpose, may from 
time to time take in fee, by purchase or otherwise, any 
and all such lands as said board may deem desirable 
therefor, or take bonds for the conveyance thereof to 
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said city; may lay out, improve, govern, and regulate 
any such park or parks, and the use thereof; may make 
rules for the use and government thereof, and for 
breaches of such rules may affix penalties not exceed- 
ing twenty dollars for one offence, to be imposed by 
any court of competent jurisdiction; may appoint all 
necessary engineers, surveyors, clerks, and other offi- 
cers, including a police force to act in such parks, may 
define the powers and duties of such officers, and fix the 
amount of their compensation; and generally may do 
all needful acts for the proper execution of the powers 
and duties granted to, or imposed upon, said city or 
said board, by this act: provided, however, that no land 
shall be taken, or other thing, involving an expenditure 
of money, done, until an appropriation, sufficient to 
cover the estimated expense thereof, shall have been 
made by a vote of two-thirds of each branch of the city 
council of said city. Said commissioners shall receive 
such compensation as the city shall determine. 


PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS COMMISSIONERS. 


Srot. 101. The board of commissioners of public 
institutions shall have the charge and control of Deer 
island, Rainsford island, Long island, the house of cor- 
rection at South Boston, the house of industry, and the 
house of reformation at Deer island, the Boston lunatic 
hospital at South Boston and West Roxbury, the home 
for the poor at Long and Rainsford islands, the alms- 
house at Charlestown, the home for neglected children 
at Roxbury, and shall have and enjoy all the powers and 
authority and be subject to all the duties and limitations 
which on the first day of May, in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and eighty-nine, were held by or imposed upon the 
board of directors for public institutions. Said commis- 
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sioners shall each receive a salary of three thousand dol- 
lars per year, or such larger salary as the city may by 
ordinance provide. 


REGISTRARS OF VOTERS. 


Srot. 102. The board of registrars of voters shall a one 
consist of three registrars of voters, each of whom shall, powers ana 
before entering upon the duties of his office, take and arian 
subscribe an oath faithfully to perform said duties. 

Such registrars shall receive such annual compensation To be 

as the city council may from time to time determine ; Conrensa- 
but any reduction of compensation shall take effect upon ae pars 
such registrars only as shall be appointed after such ss. 


reduction. 
Secr. 103. Said: board shall exclusively prepare, T ee 
assistant 
correct, revise, publish, and transmit to the ward registrars. : 


officers the alphabetical lists of voters to be used at ryan 
elections in said city, and to assist them therein shall 
annually, between the first day of May and the first day 

of October, appoint assistant registrars of voters to 
perform such duties as the statutes or registrars may 
require; said assistant registrars shall be inhabitants of 

said city, not exceeding two for each ward, be sworn by 

one of the registrars to the faithful discharge of their 
duties, and shall hold office for the remainder of the 
municipal year, unless sooner discharged by the regis- 

trars; they shall receive such compensation as the city Compensa- 
council may from time to time determine, but such com- sl 
pensation shall not be regulated by the number of names 


of persons examined or registered on any list of voters. 


CITY CLERK. 


Secr. 104. The city clerk shall be sworn to the Duties ot 
faithful discharge of the duties of his office, and shall i eee 
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be removable at the pleasure of the board of aldermen, 
the mayor thereto consenting; shall have all the powers 
devolved upon, and perform all the duties required of, 
city clerks, or that may be required of him by the board 
of aldermen or city council; shall keep a journal of the 
acts and proceedings of the board of aldermen, sign all 
notices ordered by them to be issued, and deliver all 
journals, books, papers, and documents, intrusted to 
him as such clerk, to his successor in office, immediately 
upon such successor being chosen and qualified as afore- 
said, or whenever he may be thereunto required by the 
board of aldermen. 


CITY COLLECTOR. 


Secor. 105. The collector of the city of Boston shall 
have the powers imposed by law upon collectors of taxes 
of towns; shall collect and receive all assessments, bet- 
terments, rates, dues, and moneys payable on any ac- 
count to the city of Boston, the county of Suffolk, or the 
treasurer of the city of Boston, or the treasurer of the 
county of Suffolk, including all fees, charges, and com- 
missions of every kind and description allowed by law 
for the. collection of taxes, betterments, and assessments 
of every kind; shall, within twenty-four hours after 
receiving the same, pay over any and all moneys received 
by him to the city treasurer, taking his receipt therefor 
in duplicate, and file with the city auditor one of said 
duplicate receipts, and shall perform such other duties as 
the city council may require. He shall give such bond 
with such sureties and in such sum, and shall receive such 
compensation, as the city council shall determine. 


CITY CHARTER. 53 


CITY TREASURER. 


Sror. 106. The treasurer of the city of Boston shall City treas- 
receive, and give a receipt in duplicate for, all moneys ee Aas 
paid to him by the collector of said city; shall re- ee ee 
ceive, hold, and invest all moneys; shall have the 
custody of all securities belonging to the trustees of 
the city hospital of the city of Boston, or to the trustees 
of the public library of the city of Boston; shall, when 
authorized to issue any bonds or certificates of indebted- 1899, ¢. 418, 
ness of said city (except for a loan in anticipation of sas 
taxes for the year in which the loan is made), unless the 
commissioners of the sinking funds or persons having 
charge of any trust funds of said city purchase the same, 
invite proposals for the purchase thereof by advertise- 
ments in four daily newspapers published in said city, 
reserving to himself the right to reject any and all bids ; 
in case no such proposal is accepted, may, with the 
approval of the mayor, award or give any part of the 
loan, or the entire loan in parts, to any other person or Interest on 
party, provided only it be at a price or sum not less than eee 
par; shall fix the interest for a loan in anticipation of 
taxes; shall be the treasurer for the county of Suffolk, ee A eae 


and shall perform such other duties as the city council county ot 


; Suffolk. 
may from time to time require. pig 


INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS. 


Secor. 107. The inspector of buildings shall have the tnspector ot * 


care and control of a department of the city to be called poet 
is powers 


the Department for the Inspection of Buildings, and to ep stp 
1892, ¢. 419, 
be furnished, at the expense of the city, with office gs1,2,3, 4, 
. . e ° 5. 
room, and such supplies for the transaction of its busi- 


ness as the city council may provide; shall, subject 
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to the approval of the mayor, appoint such number of 
assistant inspectors as the city council may from time 
to time by ordinance determine, and a clerk, who shall, 
under the direction of the inspector, have the supervision 
and direction of the other officers and employees of the 
department; shall, when about to be absent from duty, 
designate one of the assistant inspectors to act as his 
deputy, who shall, during such absence, exercise all the 
powers of the inspector; all of said officers shall be able 
and experienced architects, builders, or mechanics, not 
engaged or employed in any other business, or inter- 
ested in any contract for building or for furnishing ma- 
terials, and shall hold office during good behavior, but 
may be removed by the inspector, with the approval of 
the mayor, for malfeasance, incapacity, or neglect of 
duty. 

Sect. 108. Said inspector shall keep a record of the 
business of his department, and submit to the city coun- 
cil a yearly report of such business; shall ascertain all 
facts and make all returns which shall be required by 
law relative to steam-boilers; shall require copies of 
plans and specifications of all public buildings, and may 
require copies of all plans and specifications of all pro- 
posed erections or alterations of other buildings, walls, 
or structures in said city, to be deposited in his office, 
and when satisfied, after careful examination of said 
plans and specifications, that the provisions of law relat- 
ing to the erection and alteration of buildings, walls, 
and structures in the city of Boston are to be complied 
with, and that the structure has sufficient strength, and, 
if a building, that the means of ingress and egress 
thereof are sufficient, shall grant a permit for making 
such erection or alteration, and shall designate, in the 
permit for the erection of a new building, the lowest 
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grade at which the floor of the basement story shall be 


laid. 
Secor. 109. The inspector or his assistants shall ex- Inspector 


. ts ae J . - to examine 
amine all buildings in the course of erection or altera- puitaings 


. . b j 
tion, as often as practicable, and make a record of all °°"? 


violations of law, with the street and number where such 18%; ¢- 419, 


violations are found, the names of the owner, architect, 
and master mechanics, and all other matters relative 


thereto; shall examine all buildings reported dangerous, also, 

s ‘ buildings 
or damaged by fire or accident, and make a record of dangerous 
f or damaged 

by fire or 


such damage, with the name of the street and number @ccident. 


such examinations, including the nature and amount o 


of the building, the name of owner or occupant, and for 
what purpose occupied, and, in case of fire, the proba- 
ble origin thereof; shall examine all buildings for which 
applications have been made to raise, enlarge, alter, or 
build, and make a record of the examination, and may, May enter 
so far as necessary for the performance of their duties, oa 
enter any building or premises in the city of Boston. 1892, ¢. 419, 


A ‘ ao. § 14. 
Secr. 110. The assistant inspectors of buildings shall 4 .cistant 


attend all fires occurring in the districts to which they P°PSC°* . 
are respectively assigned, and report to the chief or fires, and 
' report. 


assistant engineer of the fire department present, all in- 1892, c. 419, 
formation they may have relative to the construction and *” 
condition of the premises on fire, and of the adjoining 
premises. 

Secr. 111. Any applicant for a permit from said in- Appeals 

A - from inspec- 

spector whose application has been refused, or any per- tor, now 
son who has been ordered by the inspector to incur any baum 
expense, may, within fifteen days after being notified of 
such refusal or order, appeal from the decision of the 
inspector by giving to the inspector notice in writing 
that he does so appeal. Any person, the value of whose 
property may be affected by work to be done under any 
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permit granted by the inspector, may, within three days 
after the issuing of such permit, appeal by giving to the 
inspector notice in writing that he does so appeal. All 
cases in which appeals have been taken as above pro- 
vided shall be referred to the board of appeal from the 
inspector of buildings, and said board shall, after hear- 
ing, direct the inspector to issue his permit under such 
conditions, if any, as they may require, or to withhold 
the same. 


OFFICERS AND BOARDS AFPOINTED BY MAYOR. 


Sect. 112. All officers and boards in charge of de- 
partments of the city shall appoint their respective sub- 
ordinates (including, as such, assistants, deputies, clerks, 
and other officers paid a yearly salary), to continue in 
office until removed by the officer or board under whom 
they serve, for such cause as said officer or board shall 
deem sufficient and shall assign in the order for re- 
moval; shall appoint and discharge all other employees 
at pleasure ; 

—shall annually in the month of January furnish an 
estimate to the mayor of the money required for their 
respective departments during the next financial year ; 
— shall not expend more than the amount appropriated, 
except that, at the beginning of the financial year, to 
meet liabilities incurred in carrying on work intrusted 
to them until the city government shall otherwise order, 
they may make expenditures and incur liabilities to be 
considered and reckoned as a part of the expenditures of 
the current financial year, and the city treasurer may 
make payments therefor from any funds in the city treas- 
ury, to be considered as a part of the appropriations for 
the current financial year, and may borrow money in 
anticipation of taxes to provide funds ; 


sary >, 
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— shall have the care, custody, and management of all 
matters and do all work devolved upon their respective 
departments ; 

— shall employ all labor, purchase all materials, con- 
struct, alter, and repair all buildings in their respective 
departments ; 

— shall, when authorized to construct a new building or 
to make structural changes in any building, make 
contracts therefor not exceeding five, each contract 
to receive the approval of the mayor before it is in 
force ; | 

— shall, when about to do any work or make any pur- 
chase the estimated cost of which is two thousand dollars 
or more, unless the mayor give a written authority to do 
otherwise, invite proposals therefor by advertisements in 
not more than four daily newspapers published in said 
city, reserving therein to the officer or board the right 
to reject any and all proposals ; 

— shall state in the advertisement the time and place for 
opening the proposals, and shall require every proposal 
to be accompanied by a suitable bond, certified check, 
or certificate of deposit, for the faithful performance of 
the proposal ; 

—shall keep all such proposals open for public inspec- 
tion after they have been accepted or rejected ; 


— shall, when the amount involved in any contract is . 


two thousand dollars or more, make such contract in 
writing and submit it to the mayor for his approval, 
and no such contract shall be deemed to have been 
made or executed until the approval of the mayor in 
writing has been affixed thereto ; 

— shall require a suitable bond, or deposit of money, or 
other security, for the faithful performance of a writ- 
ten contract, to accompany the contract, and be de- 


57 


58 


How ap- 
pointed. 
1885, c, 328, 


§ 1. 


Chairman. 


Terms of 
office. 


How 

paid and 
removed. 
1885, c. 328, 
§ 4. 


MUNICIPAL REGISTER. 


posited with the city auditor, there to remain until the 
contract has been carried out in all respects ; 
— shall not alter any contract in writing once executed, 
except in a writing signed by the contractor, the sure- 
ties on said bond, and the officer, or board, in charge 
of the work to be done under the contract, and the 
approval of the mayor in writing affixed thereto. 
Said officers and boards shall at all times be accounta- 
ble to the mayor for the proper discharge of their duties. 


BOARD OF POLICE. 


Secor. 113. The governor of the Commonwealth with 
the advice and consent of the council shall appoint from 
the two principal political parties three citizens of Boston 
who shall have been residents therein two years immedi- 
ately preceding the date of their appointment, who shall 
constitute a board of police for said city, and who shall 
be sworn before entering upon the duties of their office. 
One member of said board shall be designated by the 
governor as chairman and two shall constitute a quorum. 
Their terms of office shall be so arranged and designated 
at the time of appointment that the term of one member 
shall expire on the first Monday of May, eighteen hun- 
dred and eighty-eight, one on the first Monday of May, 
eighteen hundred and eighty-nine, and one on the first 
Monday of May, eighteen hundred and ninety. The full 
term of office, after these dates, shall be five years, and all 
vacancies occurring after the passage of this act shall be 
filled by the governor with the advice and consent of the 
council. The members of said board shall not engage 
in any other business; shall be paid an annual salary, 
the chairman of four thousand five hundred dollars, and 
the other members of four thousand dollars, and may be 
removed by the governor with the advice and consent of 
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the council for such cause as he shall deem sufficient, 
and shall assign in the order of removal. 

Sect. 114. Said board shall be provided with such Board to be 
. 2 provided 
rooms as shall be convenient and suitable for the per- with rooms 
formance of its duties, and as shall be approved by the °°“ 

and police 

governor and council, and with such suitable accommo- feree and 


dations for the police of said city as said board shall naoatiel 
require, and all appliances and property used by said ee ¢. 823, 
police shall be under the control of said board; all ex-‘* 
penses of said board, including salaries of its members, 

rent and maintenance of buildings, pay of police, and 
incidental expenses incurred in the administration of 

said police shall be paid by said city, said salaries 
monthly, and all other expenses upon the requisition 

of said board. 


Sect. 115. Said board shall appoint a clerk, who Board to 


: appoint a 
shall be sworn; shall keep a record of all proceedings ; clerk; 

; lary, and 
shall issue all notices and attest all papers and orders)"; 
that said board shall direct; shall be paid an annual pi Ae 

0, C. D40, 


salary of twenty-five hundred dollars, and shall have a ss 1,2,3,4. 
term of office of five years ; but may be removed at any 

time by said board for such cause as it shall deem 
sufficient, and shall assign in its order of removal. Said 

board shall establish and organize the police of said city ; ee e 
make all needful rules and regulations for its efficiency, police and 


have certain 


and have and exercise all the powers that on the twelfth , overs. 


day of June in the year eighteen hundred and eighty- 
five were vested in the board of police commissioners of 
said city by the statutes of the Commonwealth, or the 
ordinances, by-laws, rules, or regulations of said city, 
except as otherwise herein provided. 

Sect. 116. Said board may, from time to time, to Biase 
police. 


and under such rules as the civil service commissioners 22°", 477, 


the number authorized by the city council of said city, 
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of the Commonwealth may prescribe, appoint members 
of the reserve police force for said city. Said members 
may be assigned by the said board to duty in said city 
whenever and for such time as it may deem necessary ; 
and shall when so assigned have and exercise all the 
powers had and exercised by the members of the regular 
police force of said city, and shall be paid such compen- 
sation, not exceeding two dollars and a half per day, as 
said board of police may from time to time determine. 


Board to Sect. 117. Said board may from time to time to the 
appoint : 2 7 ; ; 

police number authorized by the city council of said city, and 
officers. olde ° hee 

How ape yar: such rules as the civil service commissioners of 


pointed and the Commonwealth may prescribe, appoint members of 


number, 

andhow the regular police force of said city. All members 
removed ° : ° 

and powers Of the said regular police force shall be appointed from 
of. 

1885, c. 323, 
hi 8,5. offices until removed for cause or placed on the retired 
1887, ¢.177, . . 3 ¢ Bay: 

§ 2. list by said board; shall have and exercise within the 


the said reserve police force; shall hold their several 


limits of said city all the common law and statutory 
powers of constables, except the service of civil process ; 
shall have all the powers given to the police as watchmen 
by the statutes of the Commonwealth, the laws relating 
to said city, or by any ordinances thereof, and shall re- 
ceive such pay as said board of police and the city council 
of said city may by concurrent action determine. 

Meyer as Sect. 118. In ease of tumult, riot, or violent dis- 

of police, turbance of public order, the mayor of said city shall 


when. 
1885, c. 323, 


a right to assume control for the time being of the police 


have, as the exigency in his judgment may require, the 


of said city ; but before assuming such control he shall 
issue his proclamation to that effect, and it shall be the 
duty of the board of police to execute all orders promul- 
gated by him for the suppression of such tumult and 
the restoration of such order. 
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Secr. 119. The board of police shall make a detailed ie jets 
report of its doings quarterly to the mayor of said city, mayor 
and annually to the governor of the Commonwealth in eee 
the month of December. The records of said board of °” 
police shall at all times be open to the inspection of the 
governor of the Commonwealth, the mayor of said city, 
or to such persons as may be designated by them. 

Secr. 120. Nothing in the two preceding sections Notto effect 
shall affect the enforcement of the provisions of chapter ie ny 
three hundred and twenty of the acts of the year eigh- "°°" 
teen hundred and eighty-four, being an act to improve 
the civil service of the Commonwealth and the cities 
thereof, or of the rules made by the commissioners ap- 


pointed thereunder. 
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BOSTONIA 
CONDITA 4D. 
1630. «> 
CIMINE posZ 


SEAL OF THE CITY. 


By Chapter 1, Section 6, Revised Ordinances of 1892, 
it is provided that “the seal of the City shall be circular in 
form, shall bear a view of the city, the motto ‘SicuT PaTRI— 
BUS, SIT DEUS NOBIS,’ and the inscription, ‘ BOSTONIA CONDITA 
A.D. 1630. CIVITATIS REGIMINE DONATA A.D. 1822,’ as 
herewith set forth.” 

The “Ordinance to Establish the City Seal,” passed on 
January 2, 1823, provided as follows: “That the design 
hereto annexed, as sketched by John R. Penniman, giving a 
view of the City, be the devise of the city seal; that the motto 
be as follows, to wit: ‘SicurT PATRIBUS, SIT DEUS NOBIS;’ 
and that the inscription be as follows, to wit: ‘ BosToNnra 
conpiITrA A.D. 1630. CrviTaTis REGIMINE pDoNnaATAa A.D. 
1822.’” The drawing of the seal established in 1890 revives 
the drawing given on page 221 in the collected Charter and 
Ordinances of 1827. A design by Mr. Penniman appears 
also on the treasury checks of the City, and a fac-simile of 
this sketch is given in the Municipal Registers of 1883 and 
1884. A rough copy is printed opposite the title-page. The 
motto of the City seal is taken from 1 Kings viii. 57. For 
the penalty in cases of unauthorized use of the City seal, see 
the Pub. St., Chap. 205, § 26. 


RULES OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 


CHAIRMAN. 


Rute 1. The chairman of the board shall take the chair at the hour 
to which the board shall have adjourned, and shall call the members to 
order, and, a quorum being present, shall cause the minutes of the pre- 
ceding regular meeting to be read; and, in the absence of the chairman, 
the senior member present shall preside as chairman pro tempore. 

RULE 2. The chairman shall preserve decorum and order, may speak 
to points of order in preference to other members, and shall decide all 
questions of order, subject to an appeal to the board; and no other 
business shall be in order until the question on appeal shall have been 
decided. 

Rue 3. The chairman shall propound all motions in the order in 
which they are moved, unless the subsequent motion shall be previous 
in its nature, except that, in naming sums and fixing times, the largest 
sum and longest time shall be put first. 

Rue 4. The chairman shall, at the request of any member, make a 
division of a question when the sense will admit. 

Rute 5. The chairman shall, without debate, decide all questions 
relating to priority of business to be acted upon. 

Rute 6. The chairman may read sitting, but shall rise to state a 
motion or put a question to the board. 

Rute 7. The chairman shall declare all votes; but if any member 
doubts a vote, the chairman shall cause a rising vote to be taken; and 
when any member so requests, shall cause the vote to be taken or 
verified by yeas and nays. 

Rute 8. The chairman shall appoint all committees, fill all vacancies 
therein, and designate the rank of the members thereof. 

Rute 9. When the chairman of the board or the chairman pro 
tempore shall desire to vacate the chair, he may call any member to it; 
but such substitution shall not continue beyond an adjournment. 


MOTIONS. 
Rute 10. Every motion shall be reduced to writing if the chairman 
shall so direct. 
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RuLeE 11. A motion to strike out and insert shall be deemed indivisi- 
ble; but a motion to strike out being lost shall not preclude amendment, 
or a motion to strike out and insert. 

RULE 12. No motion or proposition of a subject different from that 
under consideration shall be admitted under color of amendment. 

RuLE 13. When an order or resolution relates to a subject which 
may properly be examined and reported upon by an existing committee 
of the city council, such order or resolution shall, upon presentation, be 
referred to such committee. When a motion is made to refer any 
subject, and different committees are proposed, the motion shall be put 
in the following order : 


1. Toa standing committee of the board. 
2. To aspecial committee of the board. 
3. To a joint standing committee. 

4. Toa joint special committee. 


RuLeE 14. After a motion has-been put by the chairman, it shall not 
be withdrawn except by unanimous consent. 

RULE 15. When a question is under debate, only a motion to adjourn, 
to lay on the table, to postpone to a day certain, to commit, to amend, 
or to postpone indefinitely shall be entertained; and said motions shall 
have precedence in the order in which they stand arranged. 

RuLeE 16. A motion to adjourn shall be in order at any time, except - 
on an immediate repetition or pending a verification of a vote; and 
that motion, the motion to lay on the table, and the motion to take from 
the table shall be decided without debate. 


READINGS. 


RuLE 17. Every ordinance, order, and resolution reported by a 
committee shall, unless rejected, have two several readings, both of 
which may take place at the same session, unless objection is made. 
Whenever the second reading immediately follows the first reading, the 
document may be read by its title only. Orders from the board of 
street commissioners changing the names of streets, and orders grant- 
ing locations for poles or posts, shall, however, have one reading only 
at the same session. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 


RuLE 18. The question of confirming a nomination made by the 
mayor shall be decided by a yea and nay ballot. 


RECONSIDERATION. 


RuLE 19. When a vote has been passed, any member may move a 


reconsideration thereof at the same meeting; or he may give notice to 
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the clerk, within twenty-four hours of the adjournment, of his intention 
to move a reconsideration at the next regular meeting; in which case 
the clerk shall retain possession of the papers until the next regular 
meeting; and when a motion for reconsideration is decided, that vote 


shall not be reconsidered. 


CONDUCT OF MEMBERS. 


Rute 20. Every member when about to speak shall rise, address 
the chair, and wait until he is recognized, and in speaking shall confine 
himself to the question and avoid personalities. 

RULE 21. No member speaking shall, without his consent, be inter- 
rupted by another, except upon a point of order. 

RULE 22. No member shall be permitted to vote on any question, 
or serve on any committee, where his private right is immediately 
concerned, distinct from the public interest. 

RULE 23. Every member who shall be present when a question is 
put, where he is not excluded by interest, shall give his vote, unless 
the board for special reasons shall excuse him. Application to be so 
excused on any question must be made before the board is divided, or 
before the calling of the yeas and nays; and such application shall be 
accompanied by a brief statement of the reasons, and shall be decided 
without debate. 


STANDING COMMITTEES, 


Rue 24. The following standing committees of the board, to con- 
sist of three members each, except where otherwise herein provided, 
and the members of the joint standing committees on the part of this 
board, named in the joint rules and orders of the city council, and all 
other committees, unless otherwise provided for, or specially directed 
by the board, shall be appointed by the chair: 


Committee on Armories and Military Affairs — Bonds — County 
Accounts — Electric Wires — Faneuil Hall and County Buildings — 
Lamps — Laying out Streets — Licenses — Markets — Railroads — | 
Streets and Sewers, to consist of all the members of the board, and to 
be divided by the chairman of the committee into the following sub- 
committees, namely: on Paving Division, Sewer Division, Bridge Divis- 
ion, Sanitary Division, and Street-cleaning Division, and Stables. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Rule 25. At every regular meeting of the board the order of 
business shall be as follows: 


er) 
or) 
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Communications from his Honor the Mayor. 
Presentation of petitions, memorials, and remonstrances. 
Papers from the common council. 

Unfinished business of preceding meetings. 

Orders of notice of hearings. 

Reports of city officers. 

Reports of committees. 

Motions, orders, and resolutions. 


PART we 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


RuLE 26. Committees of the board to whom any matter is especially 
referred shall report within four weeks, or ask for further time. 


EXPENSES OF COMMITTEES. 


RULE 27. No money shall be drawn from the city treasury for the 
purpose of paying the expenses of any committee, or any portion of 
the same, while absent from the city of Boston, unless authorized by 
special vote of the board. 


SPECTATORS. 


. RULE 28. No person, except a member of the board, shall be per- 
mitted to occupy the seat of any member while the board is in session. 

RULE 29. No person or persons, excepting members of the city 
government and reporters, and persons invited by members of the 
board, shall be allowed in the anteroom of the aldermanic chamber 
while the board is in session. Nor shall any person be allowed in the 
aldermanic chamber while the board is in session, when the seats fur- 
nished for spectators are occupied. The city messenger shall enforce 
this rule. 

LICENSES. 

RULE 30. No licenses shall be granted for exhibitions of pugilism 
or wrestling. 

RULE 31. No permission to erect a pole or post for the support of 
electric wires, or for the construction of underground conduits, shall be 
granted until a public hearing shall have been given by the board of al- 
dermen on the application for such permission, after notice of such hearing 
duly advertised by the applicant in one or more newspapers. 

RULE 32. Every license or permit hereafter granted for the location of a 
street-railway track, the erection of a pole or post, the construction of an 
underground conduit, laying of a pipe or wire, or for doing any other 
work which may involve the disturbance of a surface of a street, shall 
specify the time within which the contemplated work shall be done, and 
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shall not confer authority to do any such work after the expiration of 
such specified time. 
SUSPENSION OF RULES. 


RuLE 33. Any rule may be suspended by vote of two-thirds of the 
members of the board present and voting, except Rule 30, which shall 
be suspended only by a unanimous vote. 


RULES AND ORDERS OF THE COMMON COUNCIL. 


Rue 1. Unless otherwise ordered from time to time, the regular 
meeting of the common council shall be held on every Thursday, at 
half-past seven o’clock P.M., and on the appearance of a quorum the 
council shall be called to order. In the absence of the president the 
oldest senior member present shall take the chair, and a president pro 
tempore shall be chosen by ballot; and if an election is not effected on 
the first trial, on subsequent trials a plurality vote shall elect. 

The roll shall be called at each meeting of the council, the time of 
said roll-call to be at the discretion of the president, but not earlier than 
eight o’clock. 

PRESIDENT. 

Rute 2. The president shall appoint and announce all committees, 
unless otherwise ordered, and shall communicate his appointments to 
the council at the meeting following such action, if not made during a 
session. All vacancies upon committees shall be filled in the manner 
of original appointment; and members so appointed shall take rank 
according to the date of their appointment, unless otherwise designated 
by the president. 

RuLE 3. The president may at any time call another member to the 
chair; but such substitution shall not continue beyond an adjournment. 
In all cases the president may vote. 

RuLe 4. The president may make any rules that he deems proper to 
preserve order in the council chamber during sessions of the council, 
and he shall forbid smoking in the council chamber during a session. 


CLERK. 
Rute 5. The clerk shall keep a record of the acts, votes, and pro- 
ceedings of the common council, and a separate record of all decisions 
of the chair upon questions of order. He shall have the care and 
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custody of all papers belonging to this branch of the city council; and 
shall prepare a schedule of business in order for each meeting, in such 
manner as the president may direct. 

He shall draw up and send all messages to the board of aldermen; 
and shall retain in his possession all papers until the right to file a 
notice of reconsideration has expired, and after such notice he shall keep 
the papers pertaining thereto until the right of reconsideration has 
expired. 

CONDUCT OF MEMBERS. 


Rute 6. Except when otherwise provided, no member shall 
speak for more than fifteen minutes, and a further equal time if the 
council so vote. No member shall speak a second time on a question, 
if another member who has not spoken claims the floor. 

RULE 7. No member shall interrupt another while speaking, ex- 
cept by rising to call to order, in which case the speaker shall not lose 
his right to the floor. 

Every member, while speaking, shall confine himself to the question 
under debate, and shall refrain from personalities, and shall not refer 
to any other member of the council except by a respectful designation ; 
and no member shall speak or vote out of his place without leave of 
the president. 

QUORUM. 


Rue 8. Whenever, on a rising vote or on a roll-cali, a quorum does 
not vote, or whenever a member raises the doubt of a quorum being 
present, the chair shall ascertain and declare whether a quorum is 
present. If there is no quorum present, he shall immediately declare the 
council adjourned. 


COMMITTEES. 


Rue 9. All matters relating to the elections of members shall be 
referred to the standing committee on elections, which shall consist of 
five members. 

Rue 10. There shall be a standing committee on judiciary, 
consisting of five members, who shall have the power to obtain the 
opinion of the corporation counsel on all matters that shall be referred 
to them. 

RULE 11. All committees of this council shall be notified of their 
meetings by the clerk of committees. They shall not sit during ses- 
sions of the council without special leave, nor be called on less notice 
than twenty-four hours from the time the notices are mailed by the 
clerk or despatched by special messenger, unless all the members consent ; 
and they shall keep a record of their doings. The member first named 
shall be chairman, unless otherwise ordered by the committee, in which 


ae 
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case the council shall be notified of the change; and the same rule 
shall apply to the members serving on joint committees. 

The absence of a member from three successive, duly called meetings 
of any committee, except on account of sickness or absence from the 
city, proved to the satisfaction of the president, shall be deemed a resig- 
nation on the part of such member from such committee, and the vacancy 
caused by such resignation shall be filled by the president at the next 
meeting of the council. 

The clerk of committees shall report at each meeting of the council 
all resignations effected by the preceding clause. 

RULE 12. Special committees of this council shall consist of three 
members, unless otherwise ordered. 

RuLE 13. No report of any committee shall be received, unless 
agreed to by such committee at a duly notified meeting thereof. Such 
report, when presented, may be ordered to be printed, and shall then 
take its place among the unfinished business for consideration at the 
next meeting. 

RULE 14. Committees to whom any matter is referred shall report 
within four weeks, or ask for further time. 


COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 


Rue 15. When the council shall determine to go into a committee 
of the whole, the president shall appoint the member who shall take 
the chair. 

Rute 16. The rules of proceedings in the council shall be observed 
in committee of the whole, so far as they are applicable, but a motion 
to rise, report progress, and ask leave to sit again shall be first in 
order, and shall be decided without debate; and the previous question 
shall not be moved. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Rute 17. At every meeting of the council the order af business 
shall be as follows: 


First. Reading of the records of the preceding meeting, if called 
for by any member. 

Second. Messages from his honor the mayor, reports of city officers, 
and other communications addressed to the council, 

Third. Papers from the board of aldermen. 

Fourth. Reports of committee on finance. 

Fifth. Reports of committees, which shall be called for by divisions 
in numerical order. 
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Sixth. Motions, orders, and resolutions. They shall be read once, 
and referred to their appropriate committees or assigned to the next 
meeting, unless the rules are suspended on a roll-call, in which case 
they may be given a second reading and passed. 

Seventh. Unfinished business of preceding meetings. 

Kighth. Notices of motions for reconsideration. 

Ninth. Motions, orders, and resolutions, which shall take the same 
course as provided in the sixth section of this rule. 


Provided, however, that not more than thirty minutes shall be allowed 
for the presentation of papers under the sixth order of business. Papers 
shall be called for by divisions in numerical order, and only one mem- 
ber in a division shall be recognized until each division has been called. 


Rute 18. All papers addressed to the council shall be presented 
by the president or by a member; and unless the council shall other- 
wise determine, they shall be read by the president or such other 
person as he may request, and be taken up in the order in which they 
are presented. 

Rue 19. All ordinances, orders, and resolutions shall, unless re- 
jected, have two several readings, after each of which debate shall be 
in order, and they shall then be put on their passage. Whenever the 
second reading immediately follows the first, the document may be 
read by its title only, unless objection is made. 

Rue 20. No ordinance and no order or resolution imposing penal- 
ties, or authorizing a loan or the expenditure of money, shall have 
more than one reading on the same day; but this rule shall not apply 
to an order to print a document or to provide refreshments during a 
session. 

MOTIONS. 


RULE 21. Every motion shall be reduced to writing if the president 
shall so direct, and no other motion shall be entertained until a reason- 
able time be afforded for compliance with such direction. 

RuLeE 22. In naming sums and fixing times the largest sum and 
longest time shall first be put to the question. 

RuLE 23. When a question is under debate, the president shall re- 
ceive any of the following motions, but no others: 


1. To adjourn. 

2. To lay on the table. 

3. To especially assign to a time certain. 
4. To refer to a committee. 

5. The previous question. 
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To close debate at a specified time. 
To amend. 

To refer to another board. 

To postpone indefinitely. 


SOAS 


These several motions shall not be applied to each other, except that 
the motion to assign, refer, amend, or to close debate at a specified 
time may be amended; and the previous question may be demanded 
upon an amendment, which motion shall be decided without debate. 
When one of these motions has been made, none of the others inferior 
to it in precedence shall be made, and in proceeding to vote, motions 
pending shall be put in the order of their rank, as above arranged. 
No motion or proposition of a subject different from that under con- 
sideration shall be admitted under color of amendment. 

RuLeE 24. When a matter has been especially assigned to be taken 
up at a fixed hour or at a certain stage of proceedings, such matter 
shall, at the time appointed or at any time subsequent thereto, during 
the same or succeeding meetings, be in order upon the call of any 
member, and take precedence of all other business. 

RuLe 25. When an order or resolution relates to a subject which 
may properly be examined and reported upon by an existing committee 
of the city council, such order or resolution shall, upon presentation, be 
referred to such committee. When a motion is made to refer any 
subject, and different committees are proposed, the motion shall be put 
in the following order: 


A standing committee of the council. 
A special committee of the council. 
A joint standing committee. 

A joint special committee. 


Rute 26. <A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, provided 
business of a nature to be recorded on the journal has been transacted 
since a motion to adjourn was rejected; and such motion shall be 
decided without debate. 

RuLE 27. Debate on a call for the previous question, or on a motion 
to close debate at a specified time, or on a motion to lay on the table or 
take from the table, shall not exceed ten minutes, and no member shall 
speak more than three minutes. In such debate, however, the merits 
of the main question shall not be discussed. 

RULE 28. Any member may require the division of a question when 
the sense will admit of it; and any member may move at any time for 
the suspension of any oa or rules. 
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PREVIOUS QUESTION. 


RouLe 29. When the previous question is ordered, the vote shali be 
taken upon all pending amendments, and finally upon the main 
question. 

Route 30. All incidental questions of order arising after a motion is 
made for the previous question shall be decided without debate, except 
on an appeal; and on such an appeal, no member shall be allowed to 
speak more than once without leave of the council. 

Rute 31. The previous question shall be put in the following 
form: ‘‘ Shall the main question be now put?” and all debate upon the 
main question shall be suspended until the previous question has been 
decided. 

APPEAL. 


Rute 32. No appeal from the decision of the president shall be 
entertained unless it is seconded; and no other business shall be in 
order till the question on the appeal has been decided. The question 
shall be put as follows: ‘* Shall the decision of the chair stand as the 
judgment of the council?” And it shall be deemed to be decided in the 
affirmative unless a majority of the votes given are to the contrary. 


VOTING. 


RuLE 33. If the president is unable to decide or if any member 
doubts: a vote, the president shall cause a rising vote to be taken on the 
question, without further debate. The president shall appoint two tell- 
ers for each division of the council as fixed by him, who shall agree 
on a count and report the result aloud to him. 

RULE 34. A motion that any pending vote shall be taken by yeas 
and nays shall be in order at any time, and no debate shall be allowed 
thereon, but it shall be passed by the assent of one-fifth of the members 
present. 

RvuLeE 35. After the announcement of a vote not taken by yeas and 
nays, any member may move for a verification thereof by yeas and 
nays, and on such motion a debate of the original question not exceed- 
ing five minutes shall be permitted; and the yeas and nays shall be 
taken, provided one-fifth of the members voting shall so require. 


RECONSIDERATION. 


RuLe 36. When a vote has been passed, any member may move a 
reconsideration thereof at the same meeting, either immediately after 
the announcement of such vote or whenever motions are in order; or 
if any member who is not shown by a yea and nay vote to have voted 
against the prevailing side shall give notice to the clerk, before ten 
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o’clock A.M. of the next day but one following that on which a meeting 
was held (except the final mecting of the year, or that preceding any 
adjournment for over two weeks), of his intention so to do, he may 
move a reconsideration at the next meeting at which said motion is 
reached in the order of proceedings. 

RULE 37. Debate on motions to reconsider shall be limited to thirty 
minutes, and no member shall speak more than five minutes. When- 
ever a matter has been especially assigned, a notice, as above specified, 
to reconsider any vote affecting it shall be considered whenever such 
special assignment takes effect. 

RULE 38. When a motion for reconsideration has been decided, that 
decision shall not be reconsidered, and no question shall be twice 
reconsidered unless it has been amended after the reconsideration ; nor 
shall any reconsideration be had upon either of the following motions: 


To adjourn. 

The previous question. 

To lay on the table. 

To take from the table. 

To close debate at a specified time. 


RESCINDING VOTES. 


Ru Le 39. After a vote has beenrefused a reconsideration, it shall not 
be rescinded unless two-thirds of the whole number of the members of 
the common council vote in the affirmative. 


ELECTIONS. 


Rue 40. All officers receiving any compensation from the city of 
Boston, who are elected by the city council, shall be chosen in this 
branch by ballot. In all elections by ballot the number of blanks cast 
shall be reported. Ballots cast for ineligible persons shall be counted 
and reported, but only for the purpose of ascertaining the whole number 
of ballots cast. If the person chosen is ineligible the ballot shall be 
void, and a new ballot be taken. 


SEATS OF MEMBERS. 


Rute 41. No person except a member of the council shall be per- 
mitted to occupy the seat of any member while the council is in session. 
The seats of the members of the council shall be numbered, and shall 
be determined, in the presence of the council, by drawing the names of 
members and the numbers of the seats simultaneously; and each mem- 
ber shall be entitled for the year to the seat bearing the number so 


T4 MUNICIPAL REGISTER. 


drawn against his name, and shall not change it except by the permis- 
sion of the president. 
SPECTATORS. 


RuLE 42. The city messenger shall allow no person upon the floor 
of the council chamber or in either of the anterooms, except members 
of the city government and reporters, without the permission of the 
president; and while the council is in session, no person except mem- 
bers of the city government and reporters shall be allowed in either of 
the anterooms on the easterly side. The president shall order such ac- 
commodations on the floor for reporters and spectators as he shall deem 
proper; provided, however, that no spectators shall be seated behind the 
members of the council. 

Rue 43. The council chamber shall be used for meetings of the 
council only, unless by special vote of the common council; pro- 
vided, that during the summer recess the president may allow the 
chamber to be used for public purposes, in all cases reporting his ac- 
tion to the council at its next meeting. The anteroom and large com- 
mittee-room on the east shall be subject to the same rules, except that 
the president may allow committee-meetings to be held therein at times 
when the council is not in session. The clerk’s room shall be assigned 
to the clerk of the common council for occupancy and use. The ante- 
room between the council chamber and the clerk’s room shall be used 
during the meetings of the council to give access to the seats on the 
floor, and such other purposes as the president may direct; provided, 
that smoking there shall not be allowed on the part of visitors. The 
general care and supervision of these rooms are hereby intrusted to the 
city messenger, subject to the direction of the president; but no expen- 
diture of money shall be made except by direct vote of the common 
council. 

REFRESHMENTS AND CARRIAGE-HIRE. 


Rue 44. No bill for refreshments or carriage-hire shall be incurred 
by any member of the common council, except in the discharge of offi- 
cial duty, and all bills for refreshments, after being duly certified to by 
the members incurring the same, shall be submitted to the auditing com- 
mittee, as hereinafter provided. All carriages shall be hired through 
the city messenger, who shall obtain and verify the bills within twenty 
days from the date when they were incurred, and the clerk of committees 
shall furnish to the city messenger a copy of the vote, in each case, au- 
thorizing the use of such carriages. When the common council is in 
session at eleven P.M., the city messenger is directed to provide car- 
riages to convey members and officials to their respective homes, if 
they so desire. The president is hereby authorized to incur bills for 
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refreshments or carriage-hire while in the discharge of his official du- 
ties. The prices paid for all carriages hired under this rule shall be in 
conformity with the rates established by the board of police. All bills 
so incurred for refreshments and carriage-hire shall be charged to the 
contingent fund of the common council, and all bills for refreshments 
shall be audited, before presentation to the city auditor, by a committee 
of three members of the common council. Said committee shall satisfy 
themselves of the correctness of such bills, both as to authority and 
amount, and may require evidence before approving them for pay- 
ment; such audit shall be completed monthly, on or before the twenty- 
fifth day of the month, and no bill shall be considered unless pre- 
sented within three months of the date of incurring the same. 

The city auditor shall report in print every three months, giving in 
detail the bills allowed and the votes authorizing the same. 


REPEAL. 


RuLeE 45. The foregoing rules shall not be altered, amended, sus- 
pended, or repealed, at any time, except by the votes of two-thirds of 
the members of the common council present and voting thereon, and 
all suspensions of Rule 17 shall be on a roll-call. 


JOINT RULES AND ORDERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL. 


JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Rue 1. There shall be appointed at the commencement of the 
municipal year the following joint standing committees, the members 
of which shall be appointed by the respective branches in such manner 
as they may determine. Said committees shall respectively examine, 
as often as they deem necessary, the accounts of public moneys re- 
ceived and expended by the several departments. ‘To the said com- 
mittees: severally shall be referred all estimates and applications for 
appropriations of, and orders for expenditures by, the respective de- 
partments. Each of said committees to consist of three aldermen and 
five councilmen, namely: 


A committee on the Architect Department. 
A committee on the Assessing Department. 
A committee on the Auditing Department. 
A committee on the City Clerk Depariment. 
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5. A committee on the Clerk of Commitiees Department. 
6. A committee on the City Messenger Department. 
7. A committee on the Collecting Department. 
8. A committee on the Hngineering Department. 
9. A committee on the Ferry Department. 
10. A committee on the Fire Depariment. 
11. A committee on the Health Department. 
12. A committee on the Hospital Department. 
13. A committee on the Department for the Inspection of Buildings. 
14. Acommittee on the Department for the Inspection of Milk and 
Vinegar. 
15. A committee on the Department for the Inspection of Provisions. 
16. A committee on the Department for the Inspection of Vessels and 
Ballast. 
17. A committee on the Lamp Department. 
18. A committee on the Law Department. 
19. A committee on the Department for Laying Out Streets. 
20. A committee on the Library Department. 
21. A committee on the Market Department. 
22. A committee on the Depariment of Mount Hope Cemetery. 
23. A committee on the Park Department. 
24. A committee on the Police Department. 
25. A committee on Public Lands. 
26. A committee on the Depariment of Public Buildings. 
27. A committee on the Department of Public Grounds. 
28. A committee on the Depariment of Public Institutions. 
29. A committee on the Department for the Registration of Voters. 
30. A committee on the Registry Departinent. 
31. A committee on the Depariment for the Relief of the Poor. 
32. A committee on the Depariment for the Sealing of Weights and 
Measures. 
33. A committee on the Street Department. 
34. A committee on the Surveying Department. 
35. A committee on the Treasury Department. 
36. A committee on the Water-Income Department. 
37. A committee on the Water-Supply Department. 


There shall also be appointed annually, in like manner, the following 
joint standing committees to perform the duties assigned them: 


bes 


A committee on Ancient Records, to consist of three aldermen and 


five councilmen, to whom shall be referred matters relating to the early 
records of Boston. 


~~ ——— 


JOINT RULES OF THE CITY COUNCIL. TT 


2. Acommittee on Appropriations, to consist of the chairman and 
seven members of the board of aldermen, and the president and seven 
members of the common council, to whom shall be referred the esti- 
mates of the departments prepared annually, and any suggestions 
thereon from His Honor the Mayor. ‘They shall report an order appro- 
priating such sums as they deem necessary for the lawful public uses, 
and setting forth in detail, as far as convenient, the purposes. 

3. A committee on Claims, to consist of three aldermen and five 
councilmen, to whom shall be referred all claims against the city 
arising from the act or neglect of any of its departments. They 
shall report monthly the number and nature of the claims awarded or 
approved by them, and the amount of money awarded or paid in settle- 
ment thereof. 

4. A committee on the Contingent Expenses of the City Council, to 
consist of three aldermen and five councilmen, to whom shall be re- 
ferred all matters involving expenditures from any appropriation for 
such purposes. They shall examine all bills and vouchers for expendi- 
tures chargeable to such appropriation, and, if the same are correctly 
certified to, shall authenticate them, if correct, by the signature of their 
chairman, and send the same to the city auditor on or before the 
twentieth day of each month, to be paid as the bills of the several 
departments are paid. 

5. A committee on Finance, to consist of five members of the board 
of aldermen, and the president and six other members of the common 
council, to whom shall be referred all applications for expenditures 
which involve a loan, or a transfer of any part of an appropriation 
named in the general appropriation order, or from the reserved fund, as 
provided in Rule 17. 

6. A committee on Legislative Matters, to consist of three aldermen 
and five councilmen, who shall, unless otherwise ordered, appear 
before committees of the general court and represent the interests of the 
city; provided, said committee shall not, unless directed so to do by the 
city council, oppose any legislation petitioned for by the preceding city 
council. It shall report in print to the city council all bills, resolves, 
und petitions presented to the legislature affecting the city of Boston or 
any department thereof. Such printed report shall be made at the next 
meeting of either branch after such application is made, or earlier, at 
the discretion of said committee. 

7. Acommittee on Ordinances, to consist of the members of the 
Committee on Law Department, to whom shall be referred all ordi- 
nances introduced in either branch, or transmitted to them by vote of 
any standing committee. Unless specially instructed, they shall pass 
upon the question of the form and legality of the ordinance so re- 
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ferred, they may append an order that such ordinance ‘ ought not 
to pass,” and give their reasons therefor, or report such ordinance in a 
new draft. Such reports shall be made in not over two weeks from the 
meeting at which the reference was ordered, or the ordinance received 
from a committee. 

8. A committee on Printing, to consist of three aldermen and five 
councilmen, who shall have the charge of all printing, advertising, or 
publishing ordered by or for the city council, or either branch, as one 
of its contingent or incidental expenses, and the supply of all stationery 
or binding for the same purpose. The committee shall fix the number 
of copies to be printed of any document printed as above, the minimum, 
however, to be six hundred; and they shall have the right to make rules 
and regulations for the care, custody, and distribution of all documents, 
books, pamphlets, and maps by the city messenger. 

9. A committee on Schools and School-houses, to consist of three 
aldermen and five councilmen, to whom shall be referred matters relat- 
ing to the public schools, and requests of the school committee for 
additional school accommodations. 


JOINT SPECIAL COMMITTEES. 


RULE 2. Every joint special committee ordered by the city council 
shall, unless otherwise provided in the order, be appointed in the man- 
ner provided in Rule 1. 


JOINT COMMITTEES. 


RULE 3. The member of the board of aldermen first named on every 
joint committee shall be its chairman; and, in case of his resignation or 
inability, the other members of the same board in the order designated 
by the chairman of the board, and after them the members of the com- 
mon councilin the order named, shall act as chairman. The chairman 
shall call meeting's of the committee at his discretion, or at the written 
request of a majority of the members. 

RuLE 4. Every joint committee shall cause records of their proceed- 
ings to be kept in books provided for that purpose; and at every meet- 
ing of a committee the records of the previous meeting shall be read, 
unless otherwise ordered by the committee. In all such meetings of 
committees all votes shall, at the request of any member, be taken by 
yeas and nays, and recorded. 

Rue 5. No meeting of any committee shall, without the consent of 
all the members thereof, be called upon less notice than twenty-four 
hours from the time the clerk shall have mailed the notices or despatched 
them by special messenger. 
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RULE 6. Any joint committee may expend from the appropriation 
for contingent expenses an amount not exceeding two hundred dollars 
in any one year, for purposes connected with the duties of said com- 
mittee for which no provision has been otherwise made, except for 
refreshments or carriage-hire. 


CONFERENCE COMMITTEES. 


Rule 7. In every case of disagreement between the two branches 
of the city council, if either branch shall request a conference and 
appoint a committee of conference, the other branch shall also appoint 
such a committee, and such committees shall consist of not less than five 
members each. Both committees shall, at an hour to be agreed upon 
by their chairmen, meet and state to each other, verbally or in writing, 
as either shall choose, the reasons for the action of their respective 
branches in relation to the matter in controversy, shall confer freely 
thereon, and shall report to their respective branches. 


REFERENCE TO COMMITTEES. 


RuLeE 8. When an order or resolution relates to a subject which may 
properly be examined and reported upon by an existing committee of 
the city council, such order or resolution shall, upon presentation, be 
referred to such committee. Either branch of the city council may 
commit or recommit to a joint committee; but a reference with instruc- 
tions shall require concurrent action. 


REPORTS OF JOINT COMMITTEES. 


RuLE 9. No report of a joint committee shall be received by either 
branch of the city council unless agreed to by such committee at a duly 
notified meeting thereof. The report of a committee upon any subject 
referred to it shall, unless otherwise ordered by the city council or by 
the committee, be presented to the branch in which the order of refer- 
ence originated. It shall be the duty of every joint committee to which 
any subject may be specially referred to report thereon within four 
weeks, or to ask for further time. 

RULE 10. All reports and other papers submitted to the city council 
shall be written or printed, and no indorsement of any kind shall be 
made on the reports, memorials, or other papers, excepting those made 
by the officers of either branch, or the name of the member offering the 
same. Every report of a committee shall be signed by a member 
belonging to the body to which it shall be presented, unless otherwise 
directed by the committee. Every member presenting an order, ordi- 
nance, or resolution shall have his name indorsed thereon. Such 
member shall be informed, by the clerk of the committee to which the 
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matter is referred, of the time fixed for its consideration, if he give 
notice of his desire to be heard thereon. 

RvuLe 11. Any report containing any recommendation, other than 
“ leave to withdraw,” or ‘‘ inexpedient to take further action,” or refer- 
ence to another board or committee, shall be accompanied by an ordi- 
nance, order or resolve, embodying such recommendation; and such 
report shall be acted upon separately. 

RuLE 12. Any member of a joint committee may submit a minority 
report at the same time as the majority report, and, if the latter be in 
print, he shall be allowed to submit his report also in print. Either 
branch may order to be printed the report of any committee submitted 
to it, or any document relating to a subject under consideration, the 
expense thereof to be charged to the general appropriation for printing. 


NOTICE TO OTHER BRANCH. 


RuLe 13. All papers requiring concurrent action shall be trans- 
mitted from one branch of the city council to the other before the next 
regular meeting of the latter branch, with the action of the branch 
sending them indorsed thereon, and signed by the regular presiding 
officer of such branch, or, in his absence, by the clerk or assistant 
clerk of such body. In case of votes or action by either branch not 
based on written orders or papers, notice of the same shall be trans- 
mitted to the other branch, signed as hereinbefore directed. In case 
any ordinance, order, or resolution originating in one branch shall 
fail to pass in the other, notice thereof shall be given, under the signa- 
ture of the clerk, to the branch in which the same originated. 


ORDERS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


RuLeE 14. In all votes requiring concurrent action the form of ex- 
pression shall be ‘‘ Ordered” for everything by way of command; and 
the form shall be ‘‘ Resolved,” for everything expressing opinions, 
principles, facts, or purposes. 


APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES. 


RuLe 15. Whenever the city council shall order an expenditure by 
any committee, board, or officer, either in addition to the estimates on 
which the appropriation was made or for an object not included in 
such estimates, it shall provide for the payment of the same. 

RuLe 16. No expenditure shall be made from the reserved fund 
except by a transfer to some other appropriation or to a new appro- 
priation to be established, and no expenditure shall be charged to the 
appropriation for incidentals except transfers and the expenditures 
therefrom provided for in the ordinances. 
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Rute 17. Every application for an additional appropriation, to be 
provided for by transfer or loan, shall be referred to the committee on 
the department for which the appropriation is to be made, and the re- 
port of such committee thereon shall, upon presentation in either 
branch, be referred to the committee on finance, and no such ad- 
ditional appropriation shall be made until the latter committee has 
reported thereon. 

Rue 18. No order authorizing the borrowing of money, or the 
transfer of one appropriation or part of an appropriation to another 
appropriation, shall be passed, unless two-thirds of the whole number 
of the members of each branch of the city council vote in the affirm- 
ative, by vote taken by yea and nay. 


BILLS AND ACCOUNTS. 


RuLE 19. No presiding officer of a board, or chairman of a com- 
mittee, unless duly authorized by such board or committee, shall ap- 
prove any bill or account against the city. 

Rute 20. No bills for refreshments or carriages shall be paid, 
unless such bills shall specify in detail the names of the members to 
whom such refreshments or carriages are furnished, and the dates of 
furnishing the same; and all carriage bills shall specify the use made 
of the carriages charged therein. No member of the city council shall 
incur any such bills, except upon days when he has attended a meeting 
of a committee, or has performed some duty with which he has been 
charged by a committee of which he is a member, and by the vote of 
such committee authorizing such special expenditure. Whenever a 
committee vote to use carriages in transacting their business, the chair- 
man shall specify the number of carriages to be engaged. All bills for 
refreshments and carriages shall be presented at the time incurred, and 
shall be certified to by the members of the city council incurring the 
same; and shall require the approval of the chairman of the committee 
incurring such bills, before they are presented to the committee on con- 
tingent expenses; provided, however, that sub-committees shall be 
allowed the use of but one carriage in the performance of the duty 
assigned them, and all bills contracted by sub-committees shall be sub- 
mitted to and approved by the full committee. 

Rue 21. All carriages shall be ordered through the city messen- 
ger, who shall examine and audit the bills therefor within twenty days 
from the date they are incurred, and the clerk of committees shall fur- 
nish the city messenger a copy of the vote, in each case, authorizing 
the use of such carriages. 

RULE 22. All bills for refreshments or carriages shall be paid from 
the appropriation for the contingent expenses of the city council, and 
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if containing items incurred more than thirty days previous to the 
date of their presentation to the auditor shall go before the city coun- 
cil for approval. The prices paid for all carriages hired under this rule 
shall be in conformity with the rates established by the Board of 
Police. The city auditor shall report in print to the city council, 
monthly, the bills and expenditures from the contingent fund, in rea- 
sonable detail, and the amount remaining unexpended. 


AMENDMENT OR REPEAL. 


RULE 23. The foregoing rules shall not be altered, amended, sus- 
pended, or repealed at any time, except by the votes of two-thirds of 
the members of each branch of the city council present and voting 
thereon. 
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GOVERNMENT 


OF THE 


CAS eNO) ee eG Betd PAO PINS 
1832. 


NATHAN MATTHEWS, Jr., Mayor, 
Residence, 456 Beacon street. 


Salary, $10,000. 
[Stat. 1885, Chap. 266. Rev. Ord., Chap. 2; Chap. 3, § 6.] 


CITY COUNCIL. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 


Salary, $1,500, each. 
[Stat. 1888, Chap. 286. Rev. Ord., Chap. 3, § 6.] 
JoHN H. Lee, Chairman. 


First Disrrict. — [Wards 1, 2. ] 
CHARGES sE. SWirte. 9... ....52 White street. 


Seconp District. — [Wards 3, 4, 5.] 
MicHAEL J. MircHett. . . 45 Moulton street. 


Tuirp District. — [Wards 6, 7, 8.] 
Martin M. Lomasnny . . . 56 Spring street. 


Fourtu Disrricr. — [Wards 9, 10.] 
JacoB FotTtER . . . . . 8 Derne street. 
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Firta District. — [Wards 11, 16.] 
CHARLES W. Hatistram . 123 Dartmouth street. 


Sixto District. — [Wards 12, 13.] 
Joun J. Macurre . . . 169 West Fifth street. 


Seventu District. — [Wards 14, 15.] 


Tuomas W. Fruoop . . . 600 East Fourth street. 


EreutnH Districr. — [ Wards 17, 18. ] 
ALPHEUS SANFORD . . . 8385 Shawmut avenue. 


Nintu District. — [Wards 19, 22.] 
Wittiam L. Moonty . . 180 Conant street. 


Tentu District. — [Wards 20, 21. ] 
Joun F. DeveER. .. . 82 Mt. Pleasant avenue. 


EvLEeventH Disrrict. — [Wards 23, 25.] 
JOHN (Eo UEn: .-). a +) LOPParsons street: 


TWELFTH District. — [Ward 24. ] 


CuarLEs E. Fousom, Jr. . 38 Romsey street. 


Clerk, ex officio. 
J. Mrronetit Gatvin, 51 Washington street, Dorchester. 
[Stat. 1821, 110,§ 10; St. 1854, 448, § 30; St. 1885, 266, § 2. Rev. Ord., chap. 8. ] 


Regular meetings, Mondays, at 4 o’clock P.M. 


COMMON COUNCIL. 
Davin F. Barry, President. 


Ward 1.—GerorGE R. W. Barris, Gladstone street. 
James A. Cocuran, 171 Lexington street. 
Davip H. Jongs, JRr., 243 Saratoga street. 


eos 
; 
¥. si! 7 
+ i 
- f 
7 
: a » 
4 
7” hel 
. y 
ar 
an 
’ 
ab 
‘ 
‘ 
. 
; 
. 
— é 
: * 
: 
~s > 
a 
a, 
~ 
’ 


S > 


- 
ree 4 7 
» 


ew 
an - See 


4 


i 
hu 


sh, 
* = 


- ve 
5 
be tiie Pit 
* a * s 
ve* 
; 
o> 
. 
. 
* 
' 
va 
ae 
ies 
i 
* 
\ 
i 2 r 
‘ 
» 
' 
* 
4. 
J 
*~ 
1 Vad 
» 
, 
« 
£ * 
sa 
_ 
a] FH 
+e: ag °s 
» y 
i sie yaw 
ang fe 5 Mike 


a ioe 
f: Pa 


bite eg 


yyy yyy yyy 
MME. 


ALPHEUS SANFORD. 


STENOGRAPHERS 


MICHAEL J. MITCHELL, 


THOMAS W. FLOOD. 


Foster M.Spurr 
ASST MESSENGER 
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Ward 2.— Tuomas Artuur, 67 Maverick square. 
Manassau E. Brapuey, 137 Everett street. 
CornELius J. Fiynn, 7 Border street. 


Ward 3.—MicHareLt W. Co.tins, 20 Tufts street. 
Wituram H. Fatton, 74 Lexington street. 
JoHN M. O’Hara, 43 Tufts street. 


Ward 4.—Timotuy J. Donovan, Lincoln street. 
Wituiam H. Marnetz, 298 Bunker Hill st. 
Frank A. TEELING, 16 Sever street. 


Ward 5.— Wuiut1am T. Granam, 16 Miller street. 
JoHN Hurwey, 28 Mt. Vernon street. 
JAMES W. O’BrIEN, 6 Call-st. place. 


Ward 6.— JEREMIAH E. Manoney, 222 Commercial st. 
CHRISTOPHER F’. O’Brien, 503 Commercial st. 
DanreL D. Rourke, 5 Wesley place. 


Ward 7.—Corwne ius Donerty, 182 Endicott street. 
Bernarp McMackin, 129 Endicott street. 
Trmotuy F. Murpeuy, 30 Norman street. 


Ward 8.—Joun J. Bore, 13 Cotting street. 
WituramM F. Donovan, 10 No. Russell street. 
Davin T. Kine, 14 Lynde street. 


Ward 9.— Wat.pen Banks, 170 Cambridge street. 
SripnEY B. Everett, 9 Charles street. 
SetH P. Smiru, 86 Myrtle street. 


Ward 10. — WiuuiaM C. Parker, 11 Bulfinch street. 
ArtHur L. Spring, 16 Mt. Vernon street. 
CLARENCE P. Weston, 11 Beacon street. 


Ward 11.— Frank H. Brices, 23 Blagden street. 
CuHarLes H. Hatz, 38 Buckingham street. 
JosHuA B. HoupEn, 1 Gloucester street. 
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Ward 12.— Micuaret T. Catuanan, 109 Hudson street. 
TimotHy J. CROWLEY, 281 Federal street. 
Winwuiam J. Wetcnu, 46 Hudson street. 


Ward 13. — Joun H. Grirrin, 93 Broadway. 
JoHN MERRILL, 303 C street. 
Wituiam J. Suuxivan, 3 B street. 


Ward 14.—Joun B. Couutns, 845 East Second street. 
Wixturam E. MAnsFIeLp, 75 Dorchester st. 
JOHN P. O’Connor, 72 I street. 


Ward 15.— Cuarutes H. Dirxsmeyver, 12 Locust street. 
DanreL A. McCartuy, 51 Gates street. 
Trmotuy J. SULLIVAN, 386 West Fourth st. 


Ward 16.— Davip F. Barry, 5 Taylor street. 
JAMES KerxEnan, 1202 Washington street. 
CHARLES H. Rernuart, 78 Middlesex street. 


Ward 17.— Wira11AM Berwin, 150 Warren avenue. 
FREEMAN QO. Emerson, 36 Appleton street. 
ANDREW J. Parrerson, 80 Montgomery st. 


Ward 18.—Joun H. Copy, 1 Wellington street. 
Henry S. Fisuer, 92 West Newton street. 
ALBERT C. Situ, 686 Tremont street. 


Ward 19.—Cuarwes C. Couns, 1272 Tremont street. 
Tuomas F. Lyons, 26 Elmwood street. 
Norman Minvz, 58 Sterling street. 


Ward 20.— Micuart J. Lyons, 6 Robinson place. 
Patrick EK. Ripe, 132 Cottage street. 
ALBERT W1s, 156 Blue Hill avenue. 


Ward 21. — Ricuarp F. Anprews, Jr., 2990 Wash. st. 
Water C. Brown, 125 Bower street 
GrorGE M. Scatss, 46 Dudley street. 
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Ward 22. — WiuuiaMm F. Finneran, 74 Smith street. 


Parrick F’. Gormuey, 1 Worthington street. 


CHARLES J. JAcOBS, Parker Hill avenue. 


Ward 23. — WiuutAm A. Davis, 48 Sherwood street. 
Epwarp F. Drarrr, 4 Chauncey place. 
James H. Ketty, 88 Boylston avenue. 


Ward 24, — Hersert M. Manks, 17 Parkman street. 
Joun B. Patterson, 93 Corbet street. 
GEORGE I. Roprinson, JR., Grace avenue. 


Ward 25.—J. Harris Ausin, 205 Everett street. 
Henry B. Gooprenouau, Foster street. 
SAMUEL H. Mrrcue.., 2 Harvard place. 


Clerk. 


JosEPH O’Kang, Blakeville, near Olney street, Dorchester. 


Salary, $3,000. [Rev. Ord., Chap. 3, § 6.] 


Regular meetings, Thursdays, at 7.30 P.M. 


MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL. 
(Alphabetically arranged. ) 


ALDERMEN. 

District District 
Dever, John F. . . . 10{ lLomasney, Martin M.. 3 
Flood, Thomas W.. . 7| Maguire, John J. 6 
Folsom, Charles E., Jr. 12 Mitchell, Michael J. 2 
Fottler, Jacob . . . 4{ Mooney, William L. 9 
Hallstram, Charles W.. 5) Sanford, Alpheus . 8 
Heevalohn [1 ries eee ey he Witt; Charles LT. 1 
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COMMON 

Ward 

Andrews, Richard F., Jr. 21 
Arthur, bnomas ... y; 
AUD wactarhis vate S 225 
Banks avvaldeniisied sd. 9 
DALEY wie Nl Gist ailet iy). LO 
Battis, George R. W. . 1 
Berwinyaw ilhiam.:/{..) 6 17 
Ov GwelONN WwW hain. Be eo 
Bradley, Manassah E. . 2 
Brtioves Cran Kuhl ene rere cls 
Brown, .WValteriG.cix/) 5) 21 
Callahan, Michael T. . 12 
Cochran, James A. . . 1 
Waiver ONE. ewes e oS 
CollinsCharies:G. 3.) 2-19 
Ole. 8) ONT. 8eyn ae eee 
Collins, Michael W.  . 3 
Crowley, Timothy J. . 12 
Davis: William <A> oY 2o 
Dirksmeyer, Charles H. 15 
Doherty, Cornelius = 22...) 97 
Donovan, Timothy J. . 4 
Donovan, William F. . 8 
Draper, Edward F.. . 23 
Emerson, Freeman O. . 17 
Everett, Sidney B. . . 9 
Be O rs teVV onli ttt) Le cae eae ae 
Finneran, William F. . 22 
Bisher,sHenry i.e. LS 
Flynn, Cornelius J.. . - 2 
Goodenough, Henry B., 25 
Gormley, Patrick F. . 22 
Graham, William T. . 5 
(rite) ODNsl snare si alo 


COUNCIL. 


Hall, Charles H.. 
Holden, Joshua B. 
Hurley, John. 
Jacobs, Charles J. 
Jones, David H., Jr. 
Keenan, James 
Kelly, James H.. 
King, David T. 
Lyons, Michael J. 
Lyons, Thomas F. 


Mahoney, Jeremiah E. . 


Manks, Herbert M.. 


Mansfield, William E. . 


Marnell, William H. 
McCarthy, Daniel A. 
MeMackin, Bernard 
Merrill, John. 
Mintz, Norman 
Mitchell, Samuel H. 
Murphy, Timothy F. 


O’Brien, Christopher F. 


O’Brien, James W. . 
O’Connor, John P. . 
O’Hara, John M. 
Parker, William C. . 
Patterson, Andrew J. 
Patterson, John B. . 
Reinhart, Charles H. 
Riddle, Patrick E. 


Robinson, George I., Jr. 
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Smith, Seth P. 
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COMMITTEES. 


STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 
ARMORIES AND MiirAry AFFAIRS. — Mitchell, Fottler, Sanford. 


Bonps. — Folsom, Maguire, Witt. 

County Accounts. — Dever, Lomasney, Hallstram. 
ELectric WIRES. — Mitchell, Lomasney, Dever. 
FANEUIL HALL, Etc. — Lomasney, Mitchell, Fottler. 

Lamps. — Maguire, Sanford, Mooney. 
LICENSES. — Dever, Mooney, Witt. 

MARKETS. — Fottler, Mitchell, Hallstram. 

RAILROADS. — Flood, Maguire, Folsom. 


STREETS AND SEWERS. — The whole Board. Alderman Flood, Chair- 
man. Paving Division — Flood, Mitchell, Folsom, Lomasney, Mooney. 
Sewer Division — Fottler, Lee, Dever, Lomasney, Folsom. Bridge 
Division — Maguire, Hallstram, Sanford, Witt, Dever. Sanitary Di- 
vision — Mitchell, Fottler, Maguire, Sanford, Mooney. Street-Cleaning 
Division — Lomasney, Dever, Fottler, Folsom, Witt. Stables — Dever, 
Flood, Fottler, Folsom, Mitchell. 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 


STATE Arp.— Dever, Mitchell, Fottler. 

RULES AND ORDERS. — Lee, Flood, Fottler. 

INSPECTION OF PRISONS. — Hallstram, Maguire, Lomasney. 
Bripees —N. Y. & N. E. R.R. — Folsom, Flood, Maguire. 
UNCLAIMED BAGGAGE, — Hallstram, Maguire. 
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE CITY COUNCIL. 


APPROPRIATIONS. — Aldermen — John H. Lee, Thomas W. Flood, 
Charles W. Hallstram, William L. Mooney, Martin M. Lomasney, John 
J. Maguire, Alpheus Sanford, Charles T. Witt. Common Cownetl — 
David F. Barry, John B. Patterson, Michael T. Callahan, Frank H. 
Briggs, William J. Sullivan, Seth P. Smith, Christopher F. O’Brien, 
Albert C. Smith. 


ANCIENT REcORDS. — Aldermen — Charles E. Folsom, Jr., John F. 
Dever, Alpheus Sanford. Common Council — Walter C. Brown, Charles 
J. Jacobs, Arthur L. Spring, J. Harris Aubin, William H. Fallon. 


ARCHITECT DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Charles T. Witt, Martin M. 
Lomasney, John J. Maguire. Common Council— James Keenan, 
Joshua B. Holden, William F. Finneran, Michael W. Collins, John B. 
Collins. 


ASSESSING DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Charles W. Hallstram, Will- 
iam L. Mooney, Charles T. Witt. Common Counctl — Albert C. Smith, 
Bernard McMackin, James Keenan, Clarence P. Weston, Albert Wise. 


AUDITING DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Charles T. Witt, John J. 
Maguire, William L. Mooney. Common Council — William C. Par- 
ker, Herbert M. Manks, Cornelius Doherty, William J. Sullivan, Will- 
iam A. Davis. 


City CLERK DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Michael J. Mitchell, Al- 
pheus Sanford, Charles E. Folsom, Jr. Conwmon Council — Clarence 


P. Weston, Timothy J. Crowley, John P. O’Connor, Henry 8S. Fisher, 
Samuel H. Mitchell. 


City MESSENGER DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Charles W. Hall- 
stram, John H. Lee, Charles T. Witt. Common Council — Charles H. 
Hall, Cornelius Doherty, Freeman O. Emerson, William A. Davis, 
Bernard McMackin. 


CLERK OF COMMITTEES DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Charles E. 
Folsom, Jr., William L. Mooney, Charles W. Hallstram. Common 
Council — Michael T. Callahan, George I. Robinson, Jr., John B. Pat- 
terson, Herbert M. Manks, James Keenan. 


CLaIMs. — Aldermen — William L. Mooney, Michael J. Mitchell, 
Charles T. Witt. Common Council — Arthur L. Spring, David F. Barry, 
Michael T. Callahan, Thomas F. Lyons, John B. Patterson. 


COLLECTING DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Alpheus Sanford, John J. 
Maguire, Martin M. Lomasney. Common Council — George I. Robin- 
son, Jr., William F. Donovan, William E. Mansfield, Samuel H. 
Mitchell, Jeremiah E. Mahoney. 
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CONTINGENT EXPENSES. — Aldermen — Alpheus Sanford, Charles 
W. Hallstram, Charles T. Witt. Common Council — Albert C. Smith, 
David T. King, John Merrill, John H. Colby, Charles J. Jacobs. 


ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen —Jacob Fottler, John F. 
Dever, Charles T. Witt. Common Council —Patrick F. Gormley, J. 
Harris Aubin, Cornelius Doherty, William A. Davis, Timothy F. Murphy. 


Ferry DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Charles T. Witt, Martin M. 
Lomasney, John J. Maguire. Common Council—Cornelius J. Flynn, 
David H. Jones, Jr., John H. Griffin, Henry S. Fisher, William H. 
Fallon. 


FINANCE. — Aldermen — Thomas W. Flood, Jacob Fottler, John F. 
Dever, Michael J. Mitchell, Charles E. Folsom, Jr. Common Council — 
David F. Barry, Thomas F. Lyons, Seth P. Smith, John Hurley, Henry 
B. Goodenough, Thomas Arthur, Frank H. Briggs. 


FirE DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Michael J. Mitchell, Jacob Fott- 
ler, William L. Mooney. Common Council — Arthur L. Spring, John 
Merrill, John H. Colby, Charles H. Dirksmeyer, Timothy J. Donovan. 


HEALTH DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Martin M. Lomasney, Michael 
J. Mitchell, Charles W. Hallstram. Common Council —James W. 
O’Brien, John B. Patterson, James Keenan, Patrick E. Riddle, Richard 
F. Andrews, Jr. 


HOsPITAL DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Alpheus Sanford, Martin M. 
Lomasney, John F. Dever. Common Council — Albert C. Smith, John 
H. Griffin, Joshua B. Holden, Norman Mintz, Manassah E. Bradley. 


DEPARTMENT FOR THE INSPECTION OF BUILDINGS. — Aldermen — 
Thomas W. Flood, Jacob Fottler, John J. Maguire. Common Council — 
Timothy J. Sullivan, William C. Parker, Thomas Arthur, Albert C. 
Smith, John M, O’Hara. 


LAMP DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — John J. Maguire, Alpheus San- 
ford, William L. Mooney. Common Council — Edward F. Draper, 
Charles H. Reinhart, John J. Boyle, Cornelius Doherty, George R. W. 
Battis. 


LEGISLATIVE MATTERS.— Aldermen — John F. Dever, Michael J. 
Mitchell, Jacob Fottler. Common Council — Arthur L. Spring, Daniel 
D. Rourke, William C. Parker, Christopher F. O’Brien, Charles H. 
Dirksmeyer. 

LIBRARY DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Jacob Fottler, John H. Lee, 
Mchael J. Mitchell. Common Council — John B. Patterson, John M. 
O'Hara, David T. King, Freeman O. Emerson, Michael J. Lyons. 
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MARKET DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Jacob Fottler, Michael J. 
Mitchell, Charles W. Hallstram. Common Council — George M. Scates, 
Patrick E. Riddle, Henry B. Goodenough, Charles J. Jacobs, Walter C. 
Brown. 

DEPARTMENT OF Mount HOPE CEMETERY. — Aldermen — Michael J. 
Mitchell, Charles E. Folsom, Jr., John J. Maguire. Common Council — 
Edward F. Draper, Timothy J. Donovan, Timothy J. Sullivan, Henry 
S. Fisher, Charles J. Jacobs. 


DEPARTMENT FOR INSPECTION OF MILK AND VINEGAR. — Aldermen 
-— Charles W. Hallstram, John H. Lee, Alpheus Sanford. Common 
Council — Michael J. Lyons, Herbert M. Manks, ‘Timothy J. Donovan, | 
David H. Jones, Jr., William Berwin. 


ORDINANCES AND LAW DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Alpheus San- 
ford, John H. Lee, John F. Dever. Common Council —Seth P. Smith, 
Christopher F. O’Brien, William F. Donovan, William C. Parker, 
Albert Wise. 

ParRK DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Charles T. Witt, William L. 
Mooney, Charles E. Folsom, Jr. Common Council — Frank A. Teeling, 
Thomas Arthur, George M. Scates, James A. Cochran, Charles C. Col- 
lins. 

PoLIcE DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Martin M. Monasney, Jacob 
Fottler, John J. Maguire. Common Council— Arthur L. Spring, 
Charles H. Dirksmeyer, William J. Welch, Richard F. Andrews, Jr., 
Thomas Arthur. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS. — Aldermen — Thomas W. 
Flood, John F. Dever, Jacob Fottler. Common Council — William 
F. Finneran, Michael W. Collins, James H. Kelly, Norman Mintz, Will- 
iam H. Marnell. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC GROUNDS. — Aldermen — Charles W. Hall- 
stram, Thomas W. Flood, William L. Mooney. Common Council — 
James W. O’Brien, Patrick E. Riddle, Charles H. Reinhart, Richard F. 
Andrews, Jr., William Berwin. 

DEPARTMENT OF PuBLIC INSTITUTIONS. — Aldermen — John J. 
Maguire, John F. Dever, Martin M. Lomasney. Common Council — 
John M. O’Hara, Albert Wise, Albert C. Smith, Walter C. Brown, 
George R. W. Battis. 

PusLic LANpDs. — Aldermen — William L. Mooney, Alpheus Sanford 
Martin M. Lomasney. Common Council —Frank H. Briggs, Thomas 
F. Lyons, Henry B. Goodenough, James Keenan, William Berwin. 


PRINTING. — Aldermen — John H. Lee, John F. Dever, Charles E. 
Folsom, Jr. Common Council —~ Michael T. Callahan, Edward F. 
Draper, John J. Boyle, Albert C. Smith, William E. Mansfield. 
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DEPARTMENT FOR INSPECTION OF PROVISIONS. — Aldermen — Jacob 
Fottler, Charles E. Folsom, Jr., William L. Mooney. Common Council 
— Charles H. Reinhart, J. Harris Aubin, William H. Marnell, Henry S. 
Fisher, John H. Griffin. 

REGISTRY DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Michael J. Mitchell, Alpheus 
Sanford, William L. Mooney. Common Councitl— Clarence P. Weston, 
William F. Donovan, William C. Parker, John B. Collins, George R. 
W. Battis. 

DEPARTMENT FOR THE RELIEF OF THE POOR. — Aldermen — William 
L. Mooney, Charles W. Hallstram, Martin M. Lomasney. Common 
Council — George R. W. Battis, Michael J. Lyons, Bernard McMackin, 
Edward F. Draper, Charles J. Jacobs. 

DEPARTMENT FOR REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. — Aldermen — Me tin 
L. Lomasney, Charles T. Witt, John J. Maguire. Common Council — 
Sidney B. Everett, James H. Kelly, Jeremiah E. Mahoney, Charles H. 
Reinhart, George I. Robinson, Jr. 

SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL-HOUSES. — Aldermen —John F. Dever, Jacob 
Fottler, Charles T. Witt. Common Councitl— William J. Sullivan, 
George M. Scates, Manassah E. Bradley, Jeremiah E. Mahoney, Will- 
jam H. Marnell. 

DEPARTMENT FOR SEALING OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. — Alder- 
men — John J. Maguire, Charles T. Witt, William M. Mooney. Com- 
mon Councti— Walden Banks, John Merrill, William J. Welch, John 
H. Colby, John P. O’Connor. 

STREET DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Thomas W. Flood, Jacob Fott- 
ler, Martin L.. Lomasney. Common Council — James W. O’Brien, 
Charles C. Collins, Seth P. Smith, James H. Kelly, William Berwin. 

DEPARTMENT FOR LAYING OUT STREETS. — Aldermen — William L. 
Mooney, Alpheus Sanford, Jacob Fottler. Common Council — John 
Hurley, Henry B. Goodenough, John H. Griffin, Walden Banks, 
William F. Finneran. 

SURVEYING DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Charles T. Witt, Jacob 
Fottler, John J. Maguire. Common Council — Walden Banks, William 
F, Finneran, Frank A. Teeling, Bernard McMackin, George I. Robin- 
son, Jr. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Charles W. Hallstram, 
Alpheus Sanford, Charles T. Witt. Common Council — Sidney B. 
Everett, Timothy F. Murphy, William H. Marnell, Daniel A. McCarthy, 
Charles H. Hall. 

DEPARTMENT FOR INSPECTION OF VESSELS AND BALLAST. — Aldermen 
— Charles T. Witt, Michael J. Mitchell, John J. Maguire. Common 
Council — Walter C. Brown, John P. O’Connor, Freeman O. Emerson, 
Michael W. Collins, Michael J. Lyons. 
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WATER-INCOME DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — William L. Mooney, 
Thomas W. Flood, Charles E. Folsom, Jr. Common Council — Michael 
T. Callahan, Patrick F. Gormley, Manassah E. Bradley, Samuel H. 
Mitchell, Timothy F. Murphy. 


WATER-SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen — Martin M. Lomasney, 
Michael J. Mitchell, Jacob Fottler. Common Council — John Hur- 
ley, Timothy J. Donovan, William F. Donovan, Freeman O. Emerson, 
Charles H. Reinhart. 


JOINT SPECIAL COMMITTEES. 


ABOLITION OF GRADE CRossiINGs. — Aldermen — William L. Mooney, 
Charles T. Witt, Thomas W. Flood. Common Council — Daniel D. 
Rourke, Cornelius J. Flynn, Timothy J. Donovan, Charles C. Collins, 
William A. Davis. 


AREAS AND VAULTS UNDER SIDEWALKS. — Aldermen — Thomas W. 
Flood, Alpheus Sanford, Charles W. Hallstram. Common Council — 


William J. Sullivan, David H. Jones, Jr., Norman Mintz, J. Harris 
Aubin, Timothy J. Sullivan. 


BLAINE EuLoGy. — Aldermen — Thomas W. Flood, Jacob Fottler, 
John F. Dever. Common Council — Clarence P. Weston, James W. 
O’Brien, Seth P. Smith, William H. Marnell, William F. Donovan. 


Brooks EvLoey. — Aldermen — Charles W. Hallstram, Martin M. 
Lomasney, Alpheus Sanford. Common Counectt— William E. Mans- 
field, Clarence P. Weston, Patrick F. Gormley, James A. Cochran, John 
Merrill. 

BUTLER EvLoGcy. — Aldermen — John H. Lee, Jacob Fottler, Thomas 
W. Flood, Charles W. Hallstram, William L. Mooney, Charles T. Witt. 
Common Council — William F. Donovan, Albert C. Smith, John Hur- 
ley, Clarence P. Weston, Daniel D. Rourke, Walden Banks. 


BITUMINOUS COAL. — Aldermen — Thomas W. Flood, Charles ‘E. 
Folsom, Jr., Michael J. Mitchell. Common Council — Patrick F. Gorm- 
ley, Arthur L. Spring, Timothy J. Donovan, David T. King, James W. 
O’Brien. 

CHINESE. — Aldermen — Alpheus Sanford, Michael J. Mitchell, John 
J. Maguire. Common Council — William C. Parker, John H. Griffin, 
Charles C. Collins, William H. Marnell, Frank H. Briggs. 


City ELEctTrRIC LiGHT PLANT. — Aldermen — John F. Dever, Charles 
W.. Hallstram, Martin M. Lomasney. Common Council — William J. 
Sullivan, Arthur L. Spring, Manassah E. Bradley, Frank H. Briggs, 
John B. Collins. 
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Ciry Gas PLANT. — Aldermen — Thomas W. Flood, John J. Maguire, 
Charles E. Folsom, Jr... Common Council — John Merrill, Clarence P. 
Weston, James Keenan, Joshua B. Holden, David T. King. 

CONSOLIDATION OF DEPARTMENTS. — Aldermen —Jacob Fottler, John 
F. Dever, Thomas W. Flood. Common Council — Thomas F. Lyons, 


George R. W. Battis, Patrick F. Gormley, Edward F. Draper, John P. 
O’Connor. 


CLOSING DRAWBRIDGES, SOUTH BOSTON AND CHARLESTOWN. — 
Aldermen — John J. Maguire, Michael J. Mitchell, Charles E. Folsom, 
Jr. Common Council — William J. Sullivan, Walden Banks, Timothy 
F. Murphy, William Berwin, Andrew J. Patterson. 


DisposaL OF City OFFAL. — Aldermen — Martin M. Lomasney, 
Thomas W. Flood, Jacob Fottler. Common Council — Arthur L. Spring, 
Thomas F. Lyons, David F. Barry, John B. Patterson, John Merrill. 


East Boston TUNNEL. — Aldermen — Charles T. Witt, Martin M. 
Lomasney, Jacob Fottler. Common Council — David H. Jones, Jr., 
James A. Cochran, Cornelius J. Flynn, Timothy F. Murphy, Thomas 
Arthur, George R. W. Battis. 

Foot-BRIDGES OVER GRADE CROSSINGS. — Aldermen — Alpheus 
Sanford, John J. Maguire, Martin M. Lomasney. Common Council — 
Daniel A. McCarthy, Albert Wise, Michael W. Collins, Jeremiah E. 
Mahoney, Herbert M. Manks. 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. — Aldermen —John H. Lee, 
Thomas W. Flood, Charles T. Witt. Convmon Council — David F. 
Barry, William F. Davis, Christopher F. O’Brien, George I. Robinson, 
Jr., Cornelius J. Flynn. 

FourtTH OF JULY. — Aldermen — John H. Lee, Charles T. Witt, 
Michael J. Mitchell, Martin M. Lomasney, Jacob Fottler, Charles W. 
Hallstram, John J. Maguire, Thomas W. Flood, Alpheus Sanford, 
William L. Mooney, John F. Dever, Charles E. Folsom, Jr. Common 
Council — David F. Barry, James A. Cochran, Cornelius J. Flynn, 
John M. O’Hara, Frank A. Teeling, John Hurley, Christopher F. 
O’Brien, Timothy F. Murphy, William F. Donovan, Walden Banks, 
William C. Parker, Frank H. Briggs, William J. Welch, William J. 
Sullivan, John P. O’Connor, Charles H. Dirksmeyer, Charles H. Rein- 
hart, Andrew J. Patterson, Albert C. Smith, Thomas F. Lyons, Patrick 
E. Riddle, George M. Scates, Patrick F. Gormley, Edward F. Draper, 
John B. Patterson, Henry B. Goodenough. 

FREE Pusiic Batus. — Aldermen — Martin M. Lomasney, Charles 
E. Folsom, Jr., John J. Maguire. Common Council — David H. Jones, 


Jr., Timothy J. Crowley, Charles C. Collins, William F. Donovan, 
John H. Colby. 
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HARVARD STREET. — Aldermen — Charles W. Hallstram, Jacob 
Fottler, John J. Maguire. Common Council — Michael T. Callahan, 
William J. Welch, James Keenan, George M. Scates, Charles H. Hall. 


HARBOR FORTIFICATIONS. — Aldermen — Charles T. Witt, John J. 
Maguire, John F. Dever. Common Council — Edward F. Draper, 
James Keenan, James A. Cochran, Norman Mintz, J. Harris Aubin. 


JOINT RULES AND ORDERS. — Aldermen — John H. Lee, Thomas 
W. Flood, Jacob Fottler, Michael J. Mitchell, Alpheus Sanford. Com- 
mon Council — Arthur L. Spring, Patrick F. Gormley, John J. Boyle, 
David F. Barry, George M. Scates, John H. Colby, Michael W. Collins. 


Lasbor-Day. — Aldermen — Michael J. Mitchell, William L. Mooney, 
Charles T. Witt. Common Council — James Keenan, Albert C. Smith, 
John Merrill, Timothy J. Crowley, Andrew J. Patterson. 


LABORERS’ Pay. — Aldermen —William L. Mooney, John J. Maguire, 
Charles T. Witt. Common Council — Patrick E. Riddle, William H. 
Marnell, Samuel H. Mitchell, William A. Davis, Charles C. Collins. 


LOANS FOR REPAVING STREETS. — Aldermen — William L. Mooney, 
John F. Dever, Charles T. Witt. Common Council — David T. King, 
James H. Kelly, William H. Fallon, Richard F. Andrews, Jr., Jeremiah 
E. Mahoney. 


Mayor’s AppREsSs. — Aldermen — Martin M. Lomasney, Charles T. 
Witt, Michael J. Mitchell. Common Council — John M. O'Hara, 
George R. W. Battis, William J. Welch, Walter C. Brown, Bernard 
MecMackin. 


MemoriaAL Day. — Aldermen — John J. Maguire, Michael J. Mit- 
chell, Charles J. Witt. Common Council — Daniel A. McCarthy, Will- 
iam E. Mansfield, David T. King, Freeman O. Emerson, Henry B. 
Goodenough. 


METROPOLITAN DRAINAGE SYSTEM. — Aldermen — Charles T. Witt, 
Michael J. Mitchell, Jacob Fottler. Common Council — John J. Boyle, 
Charles J. Jacobs, John H. Colby, James H. Kelly, Wiiliam E. Mans- 
field. 


New City HALL. — Aldermen — William L. Mooney, Jacob Fottler, 
John J. Maguire. Common Council — Joshua B. Holden, Andrew J. 
Patterson, David T. King, Daniel D. Rourke, Herbert M. Manks. 


ORCHARD PaRK. — Aldermen — John F. Dever, Charles T. Witt, 
William L. Mooney. Common Council — Albert Wise, Edward F. 
Draper, Patrick E. Riddle, Thomas F. Lyons, John H. Colby. 
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STREET PRIVILEGES. — Aldermen — Thomas W. Flood, William L. 
Mooney, Charles W. Hallstram. — Common Council — Timothy J. Don- 
ovan, Freeman QO. Emerson, William F. Donovan, Herbert M. Manks, 
Cornelius Doherty. 


PLAYGROUND, WARD 22. — Aldermen — William L. Mooney, Alpheus 
Sanford, Charles W. Hallstram. Common Council — William F. Fin- 
neran, Henry S. Fisher, Timothy F. Murphy, Charles H. Reinhart, 
James A. Cochran. 


PurcHaseE B. & M. R.R. PROPERTY, HAYMARKET SQUARE. — Alder- 
men — Martin M. Lomasney, John F. Dever, Charles W. Hallstram. 
Common Council — John J. Boyle, Jeremiah E. Mahoney, Charles H. 
Hall, David H. Jones, Jr., Daniel A. McCarthy. 


Rapip TRANSIT. — Aldermen — Alpheus Sanford, William L. Mooney, 
John F. Dever. Common Council — Joshua B. Holden, David F. Barry, 
Michael W. Collins, Thomas F. Lyons, Richard F. Andrews, Jr. 


REMOVING MATERIAL FROM CiTy Dumps. — Aldermen — Charles E. 
Folsom, Jr., Martin M. Lomasney, William LL. Mooney. Common 
Council — John J. Boyle, Albert Wise, John Merrill, James W. 
O’Brien, Richard F. Andrews, Jr. 

SALARIES OF City OFFICERS. — Aldermen — Charles W. Hallstram, 
William L. Mooney, Charles T. Witt. Common Council — Clarence P. 
Weston, William H. Fallon, Timothy J. Sullivan, Timothy J. Crowley. 
Bernard MeMackin. 


SEVENTEENTH OF JUNE. — Aldermen — Michael J. Mitchell, Jacob 
Fottler, Martin M. Lomasney. Common Cowncil — John Hurley, John 
M. O’Hara, Frank A. Teeling, William H. Fallon, Timothy J. Donovan. 


SoutH Bay. — Aldermen — Charles W. Hallstram, John J. Maguire, 
Thomas W. Flood. Common Council — Timothy J. Sullivan, John 
B. Patterson, John Merrill, George I. Robinson, Jr., John B. Collins. 


Stony Brook. — Aldermen — William L. Mooney, Alpheus Sanford, 
Martin M. Lomasney. Common Council — Andrew J. Patterson, Ed- 
ward F. Draper, Timothy F. Murphy, William A. Davis, Charles H. 
Dirksmeyer. 

STATUES OF GRANT AND OTHERS. — Aldermen — John F. Dever, 
William L. Mooney, Charles W. Hallstram. Common Council — James 
W. O’Brien, Joshua B. Holden, Michael T. Callahan, William F. 
Donovan, Cornelius J. Flynn. 


SURFACE DRAINAGE. — Aldermen — Charles E. Folsom, Jr., John H. 
Lee, Jacob Fottler. Common Cowncil — Sidney B. Everett, William H. 
Marnell, John B. Collins, Henry S. Fisher, William H. Fallon. 
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UNDERGROUND WIRES. — Aldermen — Martin M. Lomasney, Charles 
W. Hallstram, John J. Maguire. Common Council — Andrew J. Pat- 
terson, Daniel A. McCarthy, George I. Robinson, Jr., Samuel H. Mit- 
chell, J. Harris Aubin. 


STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL. 


CONTINGENT EXPENSES. — Thomas F. Lyons, David H. Jones, Jr., 
Michael W. Collins. 


Evections. — Frank A. Teeling, William C. Parker, Christopher 10 
O’Brien, Charles H. Hall, William F. Finneran. 


JUDICIARY. — Christopher F. O’Brien, Seth P. Smith, William F. Dono- 
van, Arthur L. Spring, William E. Mansfield. 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL. 


BADGES. — William J. Sullivan, David H. Jones, Jr., William J. 
Welch, Samuel H. Mitchell, Charles C. Collins, Richard F. 
Andrews, Jr., Charles H. Reinhart. ; 


PLAYGROUND, WeEsT Roxsury. — Edward F. Draper, Sidney B. Ever- 
ett, William F. Finneran, Andrew J. Patterson, Michael J. Lyons. 


Pusiic CLtocks. — William E. Mansfield, Arthur L. Spring, John J. 
Boyle, Henry S. Fisher, Frank A. Teeling. 


RULES AND ORDERS. — Frank A. Teeling, Seth P. Smith, Christopher 
F. O’Brien, William C. Parker, Manassah E. Bradley. 


SANITARY DEPARTMENT, Warp 23.—Edward F. Draper, James H. 
Kelly, William A. Davis, Patrick F. Gormley, Charles-C. Collins. 


TELLERS. 


First Division. —'Thomas F. Lyons, Arthur L. Spring. 
Second Division. — Michael T. Callahan, Sidney B. Everett. 
Third Division. — John Hurley, William Berwin. 

Fourth Division. — William J. Sullivan, Seth P. Smith. 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS, 


The following tables show the manner in which the Heads of the Executive 
Departments and other public officers in the service of the City are appointed or 
elected, together with the times of appointment or election, the respective terms of 
office as prescribed by statutes, ordinances, or both, and the salary received by each, 


respectively. 


How By Whom When Term Length of py ee 
OFFICES. Created. Appointed. | Appointed. Begins. Term. Salary. 
Architect ...... .j Ordinance | Mayor! Annually .| May 1 One year. $3,500 
Assessors. - . sss Statute. . sr Annually, 
tHreeris ste ws el ib eres Three years. 3,000 2 
Auditor. ......-. © “ Amnuallyecih pele Pes One year. 5,000 
City Olerk ae er. eee ES City Council’; January When quali- 
LAU S18 Mane ire cere she Cl 6s 5,000 
City Messenger . . . . | Ordinance a A Annually . | May 1 6s 6s 3,000 
Clerk of Committees . os ss ss cS i Mt | 6 “ 3,500 
@Wollector= 6. -.%: “./. Statute . . | Mayor1 ‘s eal “6 ts 5,000 
Hmgineer.. +... Ordinance “ sre “6 “6 6,000 
Ferries, Superintendent 
Oc pave, Bic meee os Se $ scoea L ot “ 3,500 
Fire Commissioners. . “s se Annually, 
one . oy! SL ‘Three years 3,000 
Fire Marshal .... .| Statute . .| Governor’ . | Triennially) November 3, 
; 1892s rer. denis 04 3,000 
Health Commissioners, | Ordinance | Mayor? Annually, 
One Sowers aban: tur ‘s & 3,000 
Hospital, Trustees of 
CHIN en pees acanae Dust Statute. . ‘ s¢ CGA MAL Five years. None. 
Inspector of Buildings, UE ie Triennially| May 1, 1892. | Three years. | $5,000 
Inspector of Milk and 
WU TROP AL Wiis, ei ole eons cs Ke Annually .| May 1 One year. 3,000 
Inspector of Provisions,|.  ‘‘ a LM Eve al se G 1,700 
Lamps, Superintendent 
Baik ate ie) 9 rn'e os cols Ordinance A oe fel ae cs 3,500 
Law Department: 
Corporation Counsel, se ue aS 4h val ss 6“ 6,000 
City Solicitor .... Zs & up Saeed a 3 5,750 
Library, Public, Trus- ; 
GAGA OL) tok errs frien te Statute . .| Mayor! Annually, SSumieal yeaa Five years. None. 
i ONG Cars... 
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OFFICES. 


Markets, Superintend- 
ent of . 


Mount Hope Cemetery, 
Trustees of 


Park Commissioners 


Police, Board of 


Printing, Superintend- 
ent of 


Public Buildings, Su- 
perintendent of .. . 


Public Grounds, Super- 
intendent of"... -.... 


Public Institutions, 
Commissioners of. . 

Registrar, City 

Registrars of Voters. . 


Relief of Poor, Board 
of Overseers for. . 


Sealer of bieeuie and 
Measures ..-. 


Sinking-Fund Commis- 
sioners 
Street Commissioners . 


Streets, Superintendent 
OL sehen tetas wets 


Survey, Board of . 
Surveyor, City 
Treasurer, City <2. 
Water Board, .0.. 06, 


Water Registrar 
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How 
Created. 


Ordinance 


Statute 


Ordinance 


66 


Statute . . 


Ordinance 


| 
Statute... 


Ordinance 


Statute. . 


66 


Ordinance 


1Subject to confirmation by the Board of Aldermen. 
2 Chairman, $500 additional; 


By Whom 
Appointed. 


Mayor! 


Governor’ . 


Vote of the 
People. . 


Mayor? .. 


When 
Appointed. 


Annually . 


Annually 
Ave MS, 


Annually, 
Onde) 25 


One in 1893, 
1894, 1895, 
respect- 
ively 


Annually. 


66 


Annually, 
Onewree. 


| Annually . 


Annually, 
ONG waa 


Annually, 
TOUTIo Le 


| Annually . 


Annually, 
two... 


Annually, 
ONnGy nee. 


Annually . 
May18, 1891, 
Annually . 


66 66 


Annually, 
One #.) ome 


Annually . 


May 1 


6é 


“ce 


Ibods och 


Ist Monday 
Tie Anew 


May 1 
Live Abe 


1 
1 


Three years. 


Five years. 


One year. 


6é 66 


6e ee 


One year. 


One year. 


Three years. 


66 6 


One year. 


Three years. 


One year. 


6é 66 


. . | One year. 
| 


Secretary, $200 additional. 


3 With the advice and consent of the Executive Council. 
4 Chairman, $500 additional. 
5 By concurrent vote. 


Three years. 


Three years. 


Three years. 


None. 


None. 


—_-., 


“53s Sey ee eS eee 


OTHER PUBLIC OFFICERS. 


OTHER PUBLIC OFFICERS. 


OFFICES. 


Art Commissioners . . 


Assessors, First Assist- 
ant 


Assessors, Second As- 
sistant 


Beef, Weighers of. . . 
Boilers, Weighers of, 


Clerk, Assist. City .. 


Coal, Weighers of... 


Cotlatera] Loan Co., one 
Director 


Committees, Assistant 
Glerk ots: ©. 


ave ¢ > e 


Common Council, Clerk 
CHS, Heer as aCe ome te 


SIONAtADICSE A... sys ls 


Court-House Commis- 
BIOHETE seis belcs ue Letis 


Election Officers, 12 for 
each Precinct..”. 2°. 


Fence-Viewers .... 


Field-Drivers and 
Pound-Keepers .. . 


Fish, Weighers of Salt- 
VALET Ser ele. os Pe 


Grain, Measurers of. . 


Hay and Straw, Inspect- 
ors of 


Hay Scales, Superin- 
fendentor sie... 


Hoops and Staves, Cull- 
ers of 


Lime, Inspectors of . . 


Marble, etc., Surveyors 
“RP Sep eee Bt ert hace 


Old South Association, 
two Managers. . 


How 
Created. 


Statute .. 


Ordinance 


Ordinance 


Statute. . 


Ordinance 


Statute. . 


By Whom 
Appointed. 


Ex officio . 


Assessors? . 


City Clerk2. 
Mayorl. .. 
Mayor .. 

C’k of Comm. 


Common 
Council 


Mayor! .. 
Mayor ees.) 


Mayor! 


“ee 


iad 


©. » |\City. Council > 


When 
Appointed. 


1890 


Annually. 


Annually in 
January . 


6é 


March 4, 
1SS5veu ses 


Sept. 1-20 


Annually . 


66 1 


When 
qualified . 


Mayl1. 
When 
appointed. 
PEW Tg 95 


W hen 
elected 


Mayl.. 
March 4, 


USS Sccerate 
Nov.1. 


May 1 


MY 9 Be ee 


When 
elected . 


Length of 
Term. 


Indefinite. 


One year. 


During 
pleasure of 
Com.Co. 


One year. 


Indefinite. 


One year. 
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Salary. 


None. 
$7 per diem 
and $350 
$5 per diem. 


Fees. 


$2,000 

$8 perdiem; 
clerks, $10 
per diem. 


Fees. 
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OFFICES. 


Petroleum, etc., Inspect- 
OFSTOL Ss sage? of) teedt ante 
Upper Leather, Meas- 
TALGTS Olse int el nesase + hs 


Vessels and Ballast, 
Weighers and In- 
SPBCVOLE IOI tes.) | 


Wood and Bark, Meas- 
RINGTSOlmeie site: nc Fe.s 


Workingmen’s Loan 
Association, one Di- 
BECTON cues ete 16 va 


MUNICIPAL REGISTER. 
How By Whom When Term 
Created. | Appointed. | Appointed.) Begins. 
Statute. .| Mayor! Annually.|Mayl1.. 
f se Annually, 
ve PYLlee i coe. 
ne 2 MY Annually, 
in March 
OPA Das Weasel 
¢é “ce “é 66 1 i. 
cs a es 3d Thurs- 
dayin Apr. 


Length of 
Ss « Vie 

Tart Salary 
One year. Fees. 

ce 66 ce 

“e ce ee 

66 “eé “é 

ES de None. 


1 Subject to confirmation by the Board of Aldermen. 


2 Subject to confirmation by the Mayor. 


3 By concurrent vote. 
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Nots. — Pub. Stat. refers to the Massachusetts Public Statutes of 1882. Stat., 
alone, to the annual Statutes or Acts and Resolves of Massachusetts; Rev. Ord., to 
the Revised Ordinances of 1892; Rev. Reg., to the Revised Regulations of 1892. 

The municipal year begins on the first Monday in January. 

The financial year begins on February 1. 

Corrections are made up to May 1, 1893. 


é 


ARCHITECT DEPARTMENT. 


[Rev. Ord., Chap. 5.] 
CITY ARCHITECT. 


EDMUND M. WHEELWRIGHT. Salary, $3,500. 
[Office, City Hall.] 
The office of City Architect was established by Ordinance on Dec. 
24, 1875. Annual reports have been published since 1889. 


ART COMMISSION. 


[Stat. 1890, Chap. 122.] 

NATHAN MATTHEWS, Jr., Chairman ; SAMUEL A. B. ABBOTT, MARTIN 
BRIMMER, EDWARD C. CABOT, FRANCIS A. WALKER. EDWARD ROBIN- 
SON, Secretary. 

: [Office, City Hall.] 

The Art Commission passes upon statues and monuments to be set 
up under the authority and control of the city. It is composed of the 
Mayor, the President of the Trustees of the Public Library, the Presi- 
dent of the Trustees of the Museum of Fine Arts, the President of the 
Boston Society of Architects, and the President of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, all serving ex officio and without pay. 


ASSESSING DEPARTMENT. 
BOARD OF ASSESSORS. 


[Stat. 1854, Chap. 448, § 37; 1884, Chap. 123; Rev. Ord., Chap. 6.] 
FRANK A. Drew, Secretary ; JOHN PIERCE, JOHN M. Macuire. Term 
ends in 1894. 
SAMUEL HICHBORN, EDWARD B. DaILy, JOSEPH TONDORF, Jr. Term 
ends in 1895. 
JOSHUA S. DUNCKLEE, Chairman; JOHN J. MurRpPHY, GEORGE A. 
Comins. Term ends in 1896. 
[Office, City Hall.] 
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Salary, $3,000 each per annum, with $500 additional for the Chair- 
man, and $200 additional for the Secretary. 

The Assessors published annual tax-lists from 1822 to 1866. Since 
1866 the records of the department are almost entirely in manuscript, 
except the annual list of polls. Annual reports have been made since 
1890. 

FIRST ASSISTANTS. 
[Stat. 1885, Chap. 266, § 2; Rev. Ord., Chap. 6, § 1.] 


The First Assistants are appointed annually by the Assessors, subject 
to confirmation by the Mayor, one for each assessment district, and 
with the Assessors organize as the Board of Assessors and Assistant 
Assessors, of which body the Secretary of the Board of Assessors is, at 
present, the Secretary. They receive $7 each per day for street duty, 
and $350 each for office duty. 


SECOND ASSISTANTS. 
fStat. 1885,.Chap. 266, § 2; Rev. Ord., Chap. 6, § 1.] 


The Second Assistants are appointed annually in the same manner 
as the First Assistants, one for each assessment district; each Second 
Assistant being a resident of the ward that includes the assessment dis- 
trict for which he is appointed. Salary, $5 each per day. 


The assessment districts, with First and Second Assistants assigned to 
each, are as follows: 


District 1. The whole of Ward 1 (Kast Boston). BErngamin F. 
PARKER, CHARLES W. ODIORNE. 

Dist. 2. The whole of Ward 2 (East Boston). THomas O. McEnany, 
JAMES F.. DALEY. 

Dist. 8. The whole of Ward 3 (Charlestown). FREDERICK H. 
TEMPLE, THOMAS J. KELLEY. 

Dist. 4. The whole of Ward 4 (Charlestown). DENNIS J. QUIRK, 
CHARLES W. PEARSON. 

Dist. 5. The whole of Ward 5 (Charlestown). GEORGE S. PENDER- 
GAST, PATRICK SULLIVAN. 

Dist. 6. That part of Ward 6 lying north and east of a line beginning 
at the junction of Salem and Hanover streets; thence by the centre 
lines of Hanover and Richmond streets and the centre line of Atlantic 
avenue to the boundary line of Ward 12. HuGuH F. SHERRAN, DENNIS 
BONNER. 

Dist. 7. That part of Ward 6 lying south and west of a line begin- 
ning where the boundary line between Wards 6 and 12 crosses Atlantic 
avenue; thence by the centre line of said avenue and the centre lines of 


ASSESSING DEPARTMENT. 105 


Richmond and Hanover streets to the boundary line of Ward7. CHARLES 
B. HuntineG, DENNIS J. LEHY. 

Dist. 8. That part of Ward 7 lying north of a line beginning at the 
junction of Hanover and Blackstone streets ; thence by the centre line of 
Blackstone street to Haymarket square ; thence across said square to the 
centre line of Merrimac street; thence by the centre line of said last- 
named street to the boundary line of Ward 8. Joun A, BARRY, ROBERT 
A. McCarron. 

Dist. 9. That part of Ward 7 lying south of a line beginning at the 
junction of Causeway and Merrimac streets ; thence by the centre line of 
Merrimac street to Haymarket square; thence across said square to the 
centre line of Blackstone street; thence by the centre line of said last- 
named street to the boundary line of Ward 6. NiIcHOLAS J. FURIE, 
JOHN McGRATH. 

Dist. 10. The whole of Ward 8. DANIEL A. DOWNEY, JOHN W. 
MARTIN. 

Dist. 11. The whole of Ward 9. CHARLES O. BURRELL, WILLIAM 
McKENNA. 

Dist. 12. That part of Ward 10 lying to the north and east of a 
line beginning at the junction of Joy and Beacon streets, and drawn 
through the centre of Beacon, Park, Tremont, Winter, and Summer 
streets, to the boundary line of Ward 12. Patrick F. SuLiivan, 
JostaAH H. QUINCY. 

Dist. 13. That part of Ward 10 lying to the south and west of a line 
beginning at the ward line at the junction of Bedford and Summer 
streets; thence by the centre lines of Summer, Washington, Winter, 
Tremont, Park, and Beacon streets, to the boundary line of Ward 9. 
HORACE SMITH, ROGER H. SCANNELL. 

Dist. 14. That part of Ward 11 lying north and west of a line begin- 
ning where the boundary line between Wards 10 and 11 crosses Park 
square ; thence across said square to the centre line of Providence street ; 
thence by said centre line and the centre line of Berkeley street to the 
location of the Providence Division of the Old Colony Railroad; thence 
by said location to the boundary line of Ward 22. GrorGe A. KING, 
Timoruy J. CLIFFORD. 

Dist. 15. That part of Ward 11 lying south and east of the line 
beginning where the location of the Providence Division of the Old 
Colony Railroad passes under West Chester Park; thence by said 
location and the centre lines of Berkeley and Providence streets 
to Park square; thence across said square to the boundary line of 
Ward 10. Patrick D. SULLIVAN, LAWRENCE J. TOWLE. 

Dist. 16. That part of Ward 12 lying north of a line beginning at 
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the junction of Kneeland and Hudson streets; thence by the centre 
line of Kneeland and Federal! streets and Mount Washington avenue to 
the boundary line of Ward 138. Wi_tiam H. Cunpy, Henry J. IRELAND. 

Dist. 17. That part of Ward 12 lying south of a line beginning 
at Fort Point Channel; thence by the centre line of Mount Washington 
avenue and the centre lines of Federal and Kneeland streets to the boun- 
dary line of Ward 10. JAMES CARNEY, CORNELIUS J. MCGILLICUDDY. 

Dist. 18. The whole of Ward 13. JEREMIAH LYNCH, ANDREW J. 
QUINN. 

Dist. 19. That part of Ward 14 lying west of a line running through 
the centre of K street, from the .ward line in Boston harbor to the ward 
line in Dorchester bay. EUGENE J. O’CoNNOR, HENRY J. McCKEE. 

Dist. 20. That partof Ward 14 lying east of the line running through 
the centre of K street, from the ward line in Dorchester bay to the ward 
line in Boston harbor. CHARLES W. CURRAN, WILLIAM H. QUINN. 

Dist. 21. The whole of Ward 15. James I. Moors, Joun S. Mc— 
DONOUGH. 

Dist. 22.. The whole of Ward 16. JOHN J. GARTLAND, EDWARD V. 
_ FITZGERALD. 

Dist. 23. The whole of Ward 17. WiutiAm B. SMART, JOHN F. 
DOYLE. " 

Dist. 24. The whole of Ward 18. Jonun H. Donovan, HEnry S. 
HARRIS. 

Dist. 25. The whole of Ward 19. JOHN H. GIBLIN, PATRICK J. 
CROWLEY. 

Dist. 26. That part of Ward 20 lying north and west of a line be- 
ginning at the junction of Albany and Swett streets; thence by the 
centre lines of Swett, Magazine, and Dudley streets and the centre line of 
Blue Hill avenue to the boundary line of Ward 21. Epwarp W. 
DOLAN, PATRICK J. MULLEN. 

Dist. 27. ‘That part of Ward 20 lying south and east of a line be- 
ginning at the junction of Winthrop street and Blue Hill avenue; thence 
by the centre line of said avenue and the centre lines of Dudley, Maga- 
zine, and Swett streets to the boundary line of Ward 18. Henry L. 
CARTER, WILLIAM BURNS. 

Dist. 28. That part of Ward 21 lying north and west of a line be- 
ginning at the junction of Dudley and Warren streets; thence by the 
centre line of Warren street, Walnut avenue, Circuit and Washington 
streets to the boundary line of Ward 23. Cuartes J. Leacu, MicHarL 
J. MuRPHY. 

Dist. 29. That part of Ward 21 lying south and east of a line begin- 
ning at the junction of Codman avenue and Washington street; thence 
by the centre lines of Washington and Circuit streets, Walnut avenue, 


ASSESSING DEPARTMENT. 107 


and Warren street to the boundary line of Ward 20. Jonn H. Griaes, 
JOHN J. FLANNERY. 

Dist. 30. That part of Ward 22 lying north of a line beginning at 
the boundary line between the city of Boston and the town of Brook- 
line; thence by the centre lines of Longwood avenue, Parker and 
Tremont streets to the boundary line of Ward 21. ANDREW J. BROWNE, 
HERBERT J. GORMLEY. 

Dist. 31. That part of Ward 22 lying south of a line beginning at the 
junction of the location of the Providence Division of the Old Colony 
Railroad and Tremont street; thence by the centre lines of Tremont 
and Parker streets and the centre line of Longwood avenue to the 
boundary line between the city of Boston and town of Brookline. 
ROBERT CULBERT, JAMES P. Fox. 

Dist. 32. That part of Ward 23 lying north and east of a line begin- 
ning at the junction of Centre street and the location of the Providence 
Division of the Old Colony Railroad; thence by said location and the 
location of the West Roxbury Branch Railroad, to the centre lines of 
Dudley avenue, South, Centre, and Church streets to the ward line. 
FRANK S. PRATT, DANIEL H. DALY. 

Dist. 33. That part of Ward 23 lying south and east of a line be- 
ginning at the boundary line between the city of Boston and the town 
of Hyde Park ; thence by the centre lines of Grew avenue, Poplar, Syca- 
more, Kittredge, Norfolk, and Washington streets, and Dudley avenue, 
to the location of the West Roxbury Branch Railroad; thence by said 
location and the location of the Providence Division of the Old Colony 
Railroad to the ward line at Centre street. A. S. PARKER WEEKS, 
OscaR N. FOsserr. 

Dist. 34. That part of Ward 23 lying south and west of a line begin- 
ning at the boundary line between the city of Boston and the town of 
Brookline; thence by the centre lines of Church, Centre, and South 
streets, Dudley avenue, Washington, Norfolk, Kittredge, Sycamore, and 
Poplar streets, and Grew avenue, to the boundary line between said city 
and the town of Hyde Park. Hubert Pope, DEXTER C. WHITTEMORE. 

Dist. 35. That part of Ward 24 lying northerly of a line beginning 
at the junction of Columbia and Quincy streets; thence by the centre 
lines of Quincy, Bowdoin, East, and Adanis streets, Dorchester avenue 
and Park street, and the centre line of said last-named street extended 
to Dorchester bay. GEORGE WARREN, RICHARD W. SMITH. 

Dist. 36. That part of Ward 24 lying northerly and westerly of a 
line beginning at the junction of Columbia and Quincy streets; thence 
by the centre lines of Quincy, Bowdoin, East, and Adams streets, Dor- 
chester and Centre avenues, Centre and Washington streets and Talbot 
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avenue to the boundary line of Ward 23. GEORGE.E. HALL, WILLIAM 
D. LONG. 

Dist. 37. That part of Ward 24 lying southerly and westerly of a 
line beginning at the junction of Blue Hill avenue and Talbot avenue ; 
thence by the centre lines of Talbot avenue, Washington and Ashmont 
streets and Dorchester avenue to Neponset river. HENRY PIERCE, 
RICHARDSON HUTCHINSON. 

Dist. 38. That part of Ward 24 lying easterly and southerly of a 
line beginning at Dorchester bay at the centre line of Park street ex- 
tended; thence by said extended line and the centre line of Park street, 
Dorchester avenue, Centre avenue, Centre, Washington, and Ashmont 
streets and Dorchester avenue to Neponset river. ARCHIBALD A. TUR- 
NER, JOHN J. DAILEY. 

Dist. 39. That part of Ward 25 lying north and east of a line begin- 
ning at the boundary between the city of Boston and the town of Water- 
town ; thence by the centre line of North, Beacon, Parsons, Washington, 
and Cambridge streets to Charles river. EDWARD C. SCATES, PATRICK 
F. CORLEY. 

Dist. 40. That partof Ward 25 lying south and west of a line begin- 
ning at the boundary between the cities of Boston and Cambridge ; 
thence by the centre lines of Cambridge, Washington, Parsons, and 
North Beacon streets to the Charles river. GEORGE W. WARREN, 
JAMES BUCKNER. 


AUDITING DEPARTMENT. 


[Rev. Ord., Chap. 7.] 
CITY AUDITOR. 
JAMES H. DopGE. Salary, $5,000. 
[Office, City Hall.] 


The office of Auditor was established by the ordinance of August 2, 
1824. Regular annual reports of receipts and expenditures have been 
published by the Auditor since 1825. These reports show the annual 
receipts of the City and County, the debt, and the public property. 
Similar, but less complete, reports were published by finance com- 
mittees from 1811 to 1824, inclusive. Since June 1, 1867, the Auditor 
publishes monthly exhibits of all City and County expenditures. 

The Revised Regulations of the Board of Aldermen (Chap. 4, § 1) 
provide that the Auditor of the County of Suffolk shall receive $800 
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per annum for services and clerical assistance. This sum is drawn 
upon for the payment of clerk-hire only. 


See, also, Sinking-Funds Department. 


JAMES H. DopGE, Auditor of the County of Suffolk. 
[Pub. Stat., Chap. 23, §§ 34-35. Rev. Reg., Chap. 4, § 1.] 


CITY CLERK DEPARTMENT. 


[Stat. 1854, Chap. 448, § 30; 1885, Chap. 266, § 2; Rev. Ord., Chap. 8.] 


J. MITCHELL GALVIN, City Clerk. Salary, $5,000. 
JOHN T. PRIEST, Assistant City Clerk. Salary, $3,800. 


(Office, City Hall.] 


The City Clerk, chosen annually in January by concurrent vote of 
the two branches of the City Council, has the care and custody of the 
records of the Board of Aldermen and of all City records, documents, 
maps, plans, and papers, except where otherwise provided for. He 
also records chattel mortgages, assignments of wages, liens upon 
vessels, and performs other duties imposed by statute. 

The City Clerk is, ex officio, clerk of the Board of Aldermen and of 
all meetings of both branches of the City Council when met in 
convention. 

The Assistant City Clerk is appointed annually by the City Clerk, 
subject to the approval of the Mayor, and discharges the duties of the 
City Clerk in his absence or in case of a vacancy in that office [Rev. 
Ord., Chap. 4, §§ 5, 6]. By Pub. Stat., Chap. 28, § 10, the certificate 
or attestation of the Assistant City Clerk has equal effect with that of 
the City Clerk. The City Clerk does not publish regular reports. 


CITY MESSENGER DEPARTMENT. 
[Rev. Ord., Chap. 9.] 


ALVAH H. PETERS, City Messenger. Salary, $3,000. 
[Office, City Hall.] 


The City Messenger is the official messenger of the City Council and 
its committees, attending all meetings of the same. He has the care 
and distribution of all documents printed for the use of the City 
Council, and is the custodian of the City Hall Building. The office was 
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established by the ordinance of October 14, 1852. The City Messenger 
is chosen annually by the City Council and appoints his subordinates. 


CLERK OF COMMITTEES DEPARTMENT. 
[Rev. Ord., Chap. 10.] 
JAMES L. HILLARD, Clerk of Commitiees. Salary, $3,500. 
JOHN P. BRAWLEY, Assistant Clerk of Committees. Salary, $2,500. 
| [Office, City Hall.] 

The Clerk of Committees acts as the clerk of all committees of the 
City Council, keeping the records of the same. He has charge of the 
City Hall Reference Library. 


COLLECTING DEPARTMENT. 
[Stat. 1875, Chap. 176; Rev. Ord., Chap. 11.] - 
JAMES W. RIcKER, Collector of the City of Boston. Salary, $5,000. 
[Office, City Hall.] 
The Collector collects and receives all assessments, betterments, 
rates, dues, and money payable on any account to the City of Boston or 


the County of Suffolk. The separate office of Collector was established 
by statute in 1875. Annual reports have been published since 1876. 


ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT. 
[Rev. Ord., Chap. 12.] 


WILLIAM JACKSON, City Engineer. Salary, $6,000. 
[Othce, City Hall.] 

The duties of the City Engineer include the structural maintenance of 
bridges, designing and superintending the construction of new bridges, 
retaining-walls, city wharves, and such other public works as the City 
Council may authorize. 

The City Engineer is the Engineer of the Boston Water Board, and 
has the general superintendence of the Sudbury river, Cochituate, and 
Mystic Water-Works, including charge of new constructions for these 
works. He is also in charge of the construction of a system of inter- 
cepting and outlet sewers (Improved Sewerage or Main Drainage), and 
of the engineering work in connection with the parks. The office of 
City Engineer was established by ordinance on October 31, 1850. Regu- 
lar annual reports have been issued since 1868. 
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FERRY DEPARTMENT. 


[Rev. Ord., Chap. 13.] 
WituiAM J. BurRKE, Supt. of Ferries. Salary, $3,500. 
[Office, East Boston side of North Ferry.] 


By Chapter 155 of the Acts of 1869 the City Council of Boston was 
authorized to purchase the property and franchise of the East Boston 
Ferry Company, incorporated by Stat. 1852, Chap. 244. On December 
17, 1869, the City voted to purchase the ferry property and franchise for 
the sum of $275,000; and the property was delivered to the City on 
April 1, 1870. [See City Doc. 115 of 1869.] } 

Until 1891 the ferries were in charge of a Board of Commissioners, 
five in number, established under the ordinance of February 11, 1870. 
Annual reports have been issued since 1871. 


TARIFF OF TOLLS. 
[Established by the Board of Aldermen, to take effect on July 1, 1887.] 


Police officers, firemen, and members of the protective department 
go free when in uniform; also, the harbor master and his assistants, the 
fire marshal, police and City Hospital ambulances, and the wagon of 
the public institutions; also, funeral hearses and processions. 

Foot-passengers. — Hach, one cent. 

Pleasure-carriages. — Drawn by one horse, with not more than two 
persons and driver, four cents, or twenty tickets for fifty cents. With 
two horses, and not more than four persons and driver, six cents, or 
twenty tickets for $1. With three horses, and not more than six per- 
sons and driver, eight cents. With four horses, and not more than 
eight persons and driver, ten cents. For every additional passenger, 
one cent each. All light carriages, without horse, two cents. All 
heavy carriages, without horse, four cents. 

Carts and wagons. — Drawn by one horse, and weighing not more 
than 4,000 pounds, exclusive of horse and vehicle, four cents, or pack- 
ages of sixteen tickets for fifty cents. With two horses, and weighing 
not more than 8,000 pounds, eight cents, or packages of sixteen tickets 
for $1. With three horses, and weighing not more than 12,000 
pounds, ten cents, or packages of eighteen tickets for $1.50. With 


1 By a vote of the City Council, passed July 30, 1877, it was determined that the ferries 
should be run free of all tolls on and after January 1, 1878. At the request of some citizens 
a mandamus was issued by the Sup. Jud. Court, the City to show cause why an injunction 
should not issue to prevent the execution of said order. After a hearing of the case, the 
court decided that the City had no authority to pass the order of July 30,1877. (128 
Mass., 460.) 
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four horses, and weighing not more than 16,000 pounds, thirteen cents, 
or packages of twenty tickets for $2. 

Trucks and caravans. — Drawn by one horse, and weighing not more 
than 4,000 pounds, seven cents. Drawn by two horses, and weighing 
not more than 8,000 pounds, ten cents. Drawn by three horses, and 
weighing not more than 12,000 pounds, fifteen cents. Drawn by four 
horses, and weighing not more than 16,000 pounds, twenty cents. 

Drag-wheels. — Drawn by one or two horses, and weighing not more 
than 8,000 pounds, loaded, fifteen cents; not loaded, seven cents. 
Drawn by three horses, and weighing not more than 12,000 pounds, 
loaded, twenty cents; not loaded, ten cents. Drawn by four horses, 
and weighing not more than 16,000 pounds, loaded, thirty cents; not 
loaded, fifteen cents. 

No load weighing more than 16,000 pounds is aigered to pass over 
the ferry, unless by special permit from the Superintendent. 

Ox-teams the same as horse-teams; one driver allowed to each team. 

Teams to be weighed when required by the Superintendent. 

The scale of weights is strictly adhered to, and loads weighing more 
than the specified amount may be prohibited from passing over the ferry. 

Horses or oxen are not allowed to be detached from the vehicle and 
paid for separately. 

Each additional horse, in a carriage or team of any description, two 
cents. 

A horse with a rider or leader, two cents. 

A man with a handeart or wheelbarrow, one cent. 

Horses or oxen not belonging to teams, each one cent. 

Swine, sheep, or goats, per dozen, five cents. 

Other cattle, each, two cents. 

Baggage. — Each and every barrel, not in a vehicle, one cent. 
Each and every half-barrel, not in a vehicle, one cent. All other arti- 
cles in proportion. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
[Stat. 1850, Chap. 262; Rev. Ord., Chap. 14.] 


BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS. 


JOHN R. Murpuy. Term ends in 1894. 
Ropert G. Fircu, Chairman. Term ends in 1896. 
GEORGE H. Innis. Term ends in 1896. 
Salary, $5,500 each per annum. 
[Office, Old Court House.] 
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The Boston Fire Department was organized in 1837, the Chief Engi- 
neer of the paid department publishing annual reports from 1838 until 
1873. By the ordinance of October 24, 1873, the department was 
placed under a Board of three Fire Commissioners, who have published 
annual reports since 1874. At the present time the Fire Department 
eonsists of a Board of three Fire Commissioners, who have entire con- 
trol of the department, a Chief, an Assistant Chief, nine District Chiefs, 
an Inspector of Wires, and officers, engine-men, telegraph operators, 
etc., to the number of about seven hundred in all. 


FIRE DISTRICTS. 
The city is divided into ten fire districts, as follows: 


District 1. All that part of Boston known as East Boston. 

Dist. 2. All that part of Boston formerly known as Charlestown. 

Dist. 3. Boston proper east of a line beginning at the Charles-river 
drawbridge and running through the centre of Charlestown street, 
Haymarket square, and Washington to Summer street, and north of 
Summer street and the N.Y. & N.E. R.R. passenger depot to the water. 

Dist..4. Boston proper west of District 8 and north.of a line running 
through the centre of Winter and Park streets, and west of Beacon, 
to Arlington street, west side of Commonwealth avenue, to Chester 
park, to the water. 

Dist. 5. All that part south of Districts 3 and 4 to the centre of Dover- 
street drawbridge, and a line running through the centre of Dover, 
Berkeley, Boylston, east side of Commonwealth avenue, to Arlington, 
to Boylston street. 

Dist. 6. All that part of Boston known as South Boston. 

Dist. 7. All that part of Boston south of District 5 to the centre of 
Albany street ; thence through the centre of Albany and Northampton 
streets, Columbus avenue and West Chester park, to east side of 
Commonwealth avenue, to centre of Berkeley, to Dover street. 

Dist. 8. All that part south and west of District 7 to the boundary line 
of Ward 23 (formerly West Roxbury), and west of Shawmut avenue, 
to the Brookline boundary line, and including Ward 25, formerly 
Brighton. 

Dist. 9. All that part south of Districts 6 and 7 to Ward 23, and a line 
running through the centre of Blue Hill avenue, Columbia, Green, 
Bowdoin, Church, and East streets, and east of District 8, to the water. 

Dist. 10. All the southerly part of Boston south of Districts 8 and 9, 
including Ward 23 (formerly West Roxbury). 
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STEAM FIRE—-ENGINES. 


Location. 


Dorchester street, cor. Fourth, §. B. 


Fourth, cor. O street, South Boston 


e 


Harrison avenue, cor. Bristol street. . 


Bulfinch streetic co... 1s). son 
Marion street, East Boston... 


Leverett street ... 


East street. ... 


Salem street tops le sts) eaten st: 
Paris street, East Boston. ... 
River, foot of Mt. Vernon street 


Cor. Saratoga and Byron sts., East Boston, 


Dudley street, Roxbury SUE Ge 
Cabot street, Roxbury ..... 


Centre street, Roxbury... 


e 


. 


Cor. Broadway and Dorchester avenue . 


Temple street, Dorchester avenue 


Meeting-House Hill, Dorchester . . 


Harvard street, Dorchester. . . 
Norfolk street, Dorchester. .. 


Walnut street, Dorchester .. . 


Boston street, Dorchester ... 
Dartmouth streets | . 6 « « 6s «6 


Northampton street .... 
Cor. Warren and Quincy streets 
Fort Hill square . . 


Masons street’. eer bb sfabere 


Elm street, Charlestown .... 
Centre street, West Roxbury. . 
Chestnut Hill avenue, Brighton 


Mt. Vernon street, West Roxbury 
Berth at India Wharf, Fire-Boat . 


Bunker Hill street, Charlestown 
Boyl!ston street 


Western avenue, Brighton .. . 
Monument street, Charlestown . 


Longwood avenue ....... 


Congress street. . . 


Sumner street, East Boston... 
North Harvard street, Allston . 


Egleston square ...«+e.... 


OSLO. 8 1 ae. 


e 


Officers. 


Robert E. Bartlett, Capt. 


John H. Le Cain, Capt. 
ete Walsh, Capt. 
Morris Heffernan, Lieut. 
P. F. McDonough, Capt. 
} P. Callahan, Lieut. 
George A. Jones, Capt. 
John [. Quigley, Capt. 
John Ready, Lieut. 
J. M. Garrity, Capt. 
Charles P. Smith, Lieut. 
Re 8. Kenney, Capt. 
M. C. Leonard, Lieut. 
E. B. Smith, Capt. 
C. O. Poland, Capt. 
' H. P. Pitcher, Lieut. 
James P. Dean, Capt. 


B. McCarthy, Capt. 
Daniel T. Marden, Capt. 


Daniel F’. Sennott, Capt. 
Isaac A. Williams, Capt. 
George J. Wall, Lieut. 

Edwin R. Merrill, Capt. 


Alexander Glover, Capt. 

E. F. Martin, Capt. 

George F. Fenno, Capt. 
William G. Blanchard, Capt. 


¥F. E. Hibbard Capt. 
Charles F. Poor, Capt. 

} M. J. Mulligan, Lieut. 
Nathan L. Hussey, Capt. 

R. E. Handy, Lieut. 
James H. Le Favor, Capt. 

} C. H. Leary, Capt. 
C. E. Phenix, Lieut. 

(C. C. Willett, Capt. 

1 J. F. Ryan, Capt. 

4 J.H. Victory, Lieut. 

ere Sawyer, Lieut. 

G. F. Titus, Capt. 


George B. Reiley, Capt. 
G. C. Fernald, Capt. 


James B. Prescott, Capt. 
B. F. Healey, Capt. 

kh. A. Ritchie, Lieut. 

M. V. B. Kimball, Capt. 
George W. Frost, Capt. 

John Neal, Lieut. 


P. Murphy, Lieut. 

8. L. Low, Capt. 

H. D. Smith, Capt. 

Henry J. Hart, Capt. 
Charles Ingersoll, Lieut. 

M. J. Kennedy, Lieut. 

J. H. Elliott, Capt. 

G. F. Griffin, Capt. 


William Childs, Capt. 
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LADDER CARRIAGES. 


No. 1. Warren square. A. R. Johnson, Captain ; T. B. Flannagan, 
Lieutenant. 

No. 2. Sumner, corner Orleans street, East Boston. John W. 
Godbold, Captain. 

No. 3. Harrison avenue, corner of Bristol street. John Grady, 
Captain ; J. P. McManus, Lieutenant. 

No. 4. Dudley street, Roxbury. C.H. Webber, Captain. 

No. 5. Fourth, near Dorchester street. E. A. Perkins, Captain; 
EK. H. Whitney, Liewtenant. 

No. 6. Temple street, Dorchester. George S. Bourne, Captain. 

No.7. Meeting-house Hill, Dorchester. F.W. Webber, Ladderman 
in charge. 

No. 8. Fort Hill square. J. M. Littleton, Captain. William Coulter, 
Lieutenant. 

No. 9. Main street, Charlestown. Thomas W. Conway, Captain. 

No. 10. Centre street, Jamaica Plain. John F. Boothby, Captain. 

No. 11. Chestnut Hill avenue, Brighton. James A. Dooley, Captain. 

No. 12. Tremont street, Roxbury. Joseph M. Gargan, Captain; 
M. Cronan, Lieutenant. 

No. 13. Washington, near Dover street. W. J. Gaffey, Lieutenant 
in charge. ‘Turn-table truck. 

No. 14. Fort Hill square, in charge of Ladder No. 8. Turn-table 
truck. 

No. 15. Boylston and Hereford streets. Casper H. Moning, Cap- 
tain; J. S. Cleverly, Liewtenant. Turn-table truck. 

No. 16. Washington street, Roslindale. Thomas P. Lally, Liew- 
tenant in charge. 

No. 17. Uarrison avenue. Charles T. Adams, Captain; James P. 
Bowles, Lieutenant. 


HORSE HOSE-—CARRIAGES. 


Hose No. 3. Winthrop street, Charlestown. Owen Tulley, Captain. 
Hose No. 5. Shawmut avenue. 

Hose No. 7. Tremont street, Roxbury. 

Hose No. 8. North Grove street. John H. Ewers, Liewlenant in 


charge. 

Hose No. 10. Dorchester street, South Boston. C. E. Molloy, 
Hoseman in churge. 

Hose No. 12. Fourth, near K street, South Boston. M. A. Jones, 
Hoseman in charge. 


116 MUNICIPAL REGISTER. 


CHEMICAL ENGINES. 


No. 1. Bulfinch street. P. F. McDonough, Captain. 

No. 2. Church street. Joseph Smith, Liewtenant in charge. 

No. 3. Longwood avenue. T. Henry Weltch, Hoseman in charge. 

No.4. Washington street, Roslindale. Thomas P. Lally, Liewtenant 
in charge. 

No. 5. Egleston square. John T. Byron, Lieutenant in charge. 

No. 6. North Harvard street, Allston. E. T. Smith, Lieutenant 
in charge. 

No. 7. Chelsea street, East Boston. George W. Stoddard, Liew- 
tenant in charge. 
No. 8. B street, South Boston. J.J. Flanagan, Liewtenant in charge. 

No. 9. Main street, Charlestown. T. W. Conway, Captain in 
charge. 

No. 10. Eustis street, Roxbury. A. W. Brown, Lieutenant in charge. 


BUREAU OF INSPECTION OF WIRES. 
(Stat. 1890, chap. 404; Rey. Ord., Chap. 14, §§ 2, 3.] 


Brown S. FLANDERS, Inspector. Appointed by the Board of Fire 
Commissioners. Salary, $3,200. 


[Office, 28 School street.] 


The Inspector of Wires supervises all electric wires or cables over or 
under streets or buildings, and enforces the statutes, ordinances, and 
regulations relating to their location, erection, supports, maintenance, 
insulation, and removal. He also has the entire care and maintenance 
of the fire-alarm telegraph and telephone systems, and all electrical 
appliances and machinery for the city, except for the Police Department. 


Cyrus A. GEORGE, Deputy Inspector. In charge of the fire-alarm office, 
City Hall. 


A constant watch is kept at the headquarters, City Hall, night and 
day, by the operators. Each operator has assigned to him certain hours 
of duty, during which time he is responsible for the correct use of 
the apparatus in giving alarms, for testing the circuits, and for other 
details pertaining to the service. An automatic arrangement is con- 
nected with the receiving apparatus, by which assistance may be called 
from the sleeping apartments, if at any time the operator should be 
suddenly incapacitated from performing his duties. An accurate ac- 
count is kept of the time of each alarm, of the station from which it 
originates, and of all other necessary information. Alarms are trans- 
mitted to the Central Office, from the signal stations, or boxes, by pull- 
ing a slide in the box. 
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FIRE-MARSHAL. 
[Stat. 1886, Chap. 354; 1887, Chap. 231.] 

The Fire-Marshal is appointed by the Governor, to hold office for 
three years from the date of his appointment, or until his successor is 
appointed, with the duty of examining into the cause, circumstances, 
and origin of fires in the city of Boston, for which purpose he is 
vested with certain judicial and police powers. The Board of Fire 
Commissioners makes rules and regulations for the performance of the 
duties of the Fire-Marshal, and supervises his investigations and pro- 
ceedings when in its opinion the public interests will be subserved 
thereby. The salary and expenses of the Fire-Marshal are repaid to the 
city of Boston from the treasury of the Commonwealth, to an extent not 
exceeding twenty-five per cent. of the State tax collected .on premiums 
for writing fire-risks in the city of Boston during the preceding year. 
CHARLES W. WuitcoMs, Fire-Marshal. Salary, $3,000 per annum. 

Term ended November 3, 1892.' 

[Office, 6 Pemberton square. ] 


HEALTH DEPARTMENT. 
[Stat. 1854, Chap. 448, § 40; Rev. Ord., Chap. 15; Chap. 43, §§ 1-28.] 


BOARD OF HEALTH. 


GEORGE F. Baspitr. Term ends in 1894. 
Epwarp J. DONOVAN. Term ends in 1895. 
SAMUEL L. Duroin, M.D., Chairman. Term ends in 1896. 
Salary, $3,000 each per annum. 
[Office, 12 Beacon street. ] 


JOHN H. McCottom, M.D., City Physician. Office, Chardon street. 
Salary, $2,700. 

Morton PRINCE, M.D., Assistant City Physician. Office, Chardon 
street. Salary, $1,500. 

Francis G. LANE, M.D., Port Physician. Resident at Deer Island. 
Salary, $1,200. 

H. E. Bryant, M.D., Assistant Port Physician. Salary, $1,000. 

WILLIAM G. MAcpOoONnaLpD, M.D., Medical Inspector. Salary, $1,500. 


The first Board of Health in Boston was established in 1799, under 
the special statute of February 13, 1799. The first collected edition of 
the statutes under which this Board acted was published in 1811, and 
contained also the regulations of the Board. This Board had in ~sub- 


1 Holds over, pending appointment and confirmation of successor. 
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stance the same powers as the present Board of Health, and was abol- 
ished by the first city charter. From 1822 to 1873 the functions of the 
Board were exercised through the City Council. The present Board of 
Health was established by the ordinance of December 2, 1872, and has 
published annual reports since 1873. 


QUARANTINE GROUNDS. 


The Quarantine Grounds comprise that part of Boston harbor known 
as the President Roads, lying between Long, Deer, and Spectacle 
Islands. The steamer ‘‘ Vigilant,” George T. Ranlett, Captain, em- 
ployed in the quarantine service, is subject to the orders of the Board 
of Health. 

BATH—HOUSES. ‘ 

By an ordinance passed Dec. 27, 1879, the Board of Health was ap- 
pointed, and invested with authority to carry into effect the provisions 
of Chapter 214 of the Statutes of 1874, entitled ‘‘ An act to authorize 
cities and towns to erect and maintain public baths and wash-houses,” 
which act was accepted by the city on January 2, 1875. Seventeen free 
bath-houses have been established, open daily from June | to Sept. 30. 


MORGUE. 


The City Morgue is located on North Grove street. F. L. Briggs, 
Superintendent. Salary, $360. 


CEMETERIES. 


The following is a list of the Burial Grounds in charge of the Board 
of Health: 


Bennington street, East Boston. 

Bunker Hill, Charlestown. 

Phipps street, Charlestown. 

Copp’s Hill, Charter and Hull streets, Boston. 

King’s Chapel, Tremont, near School street. 

Granary, Tremont street, epposite Bromfield. 

Central, Common. 

South, Washington and E. Concord streets. 

Eliot, Washington and Eustis streets. 

Warren, Kearsarge avenue, Roxbury. 

Walter street, Walter street, Roslindale. 

Westerly, Centre, near LaGrange street, West Roxbury. 
Evergreen, South street, Brighton. 

Market street, Market street, Brighton. 

Dorchester North, Upham’s Corner. 

Dorchester South, Dorchester avenue, opposite Brooks street. 
Hawes, Emerson street, corner of L street. 
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UNDERTAKERS. 
(Corrected to April 1, 1893.) 
[Pub. Stat., Chap. 32, § 6; Stat. 1890, Chap. 210; Rev. Ord., Chap. 18, § 5.] 


Alexander, Alexis. 
Avidon, Michael. 


Badarraco, Andrew A. 


Balfe, Thomas J. 
Barry, David. 
Barry, Michael. 
Belgard, Philip. 


Bennison, Charles E. 


Bird, Ebenezer. 
Brown, Julia A. F. 
Brown, Edwin G. 
Bryant, John. 
Bryant, John E. 
Bryant, T. Weston. 
Buckley, James A. 
Burke, Edward C. 
Burke, John B. 
Caro, Solomon M. 
Cleary, James P. 
Cobb, Charles W. 
Coburn, Ethan N. 
Colbert, Charles E. 
Cole, George S. 
Cole, Harry H. 
Cole, Jabez B. 
Connell, Austin H. 


Costello, William P. 


Crane, Horace R. 


Crosby, Frederick J. 


Dacey, Charles M. 
Dinnin, Charles A. 
Dolan, James W. 
Doolin, John. 
Doyle, Thomas. 
Eastman, Alman L. 
Fallon, James P. 
Fallon, John D. 
Farrell, Michael A. 
Feeley, Thomas. 
Feeney, John. 
Field, George V. 
Gleason, Edward F. 
Gleason, Reuben. 


Jacobs, Louis. 


| Jones, Lewis L. 


Johnson, George 
Keating, John J. 
Kennedy, Patrick T. 
Lane, Thomas J. 
Lavery, John W. 


| Lewis, Frederic H. 


Levine, Michel. 


Linnehan, Cornelius P. 


Lippa, William. 


| Lobrenz, Nathan. 


Maloney, Frank S. 
Mann, Lewis A. 
Marsh W. W. 


| McCaffrey, Christopher P. 


McCaffrey, John. 


McCartney, Timothy. 


Mitchell, Michael J. 
Morris, John. 
Mulien, James. 


Mullen, Matthew J. 
| Mullen, Patrick H. 
| Murphy, Michael J. 
| Murray, Edward A. 
| O'Donnell, James F. 


Peak, John H. 


} Peak, John H., Jr. 
| Perry, Charles L. 

| Rafferty, Patrick H. 
| Reade, John. 

| Regan, Martin. 


Riedel, Joseph. 


| Roach, Edward E. 

| Smith, Benjamin F. 

| Sprague, John W. 

| Sullivan, Jeremiah F. 


Sullivan, Samuel J. 


Sullivan, Timothy J. 
| Taylor, Hugh. 

| Tinkham, Charles F. 
| Tinkham, Jeremiah. 
| Waterman, Frank S. 


| Waterman, George H. 
| Waterman, Joseph S. 
Willard, George A. 
Williams, Nicholas M. 
Williamson, Joseph. 
Wittenberg, Solomon. 


Goggenheim, Joseph. 
Haynes, James. 
Habelow, Louis. 
Healy, Oliver F. 
Heintz, John. 

Hill, George. 
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HOSPITAL DEPARTMENT. 
[Stat. 1880, Chap. 174; Rev. Ord., Chap. 16.] 


The Boston City Hospital, on the south-east side of Harrison avenue, 
occupies the entire square between East Springfield and East Concord 
streets, and a part of the adjacent square to East Chester park, and was be- 
gun September 9, 1861. It consists of many pavilions, connected with 
the central structure. This hospital was established for the reception 
of those in need of temporary relief during illness or from injuries. 

The Trustees also have charge of the Convalescent Home at 2150 
Dorchester avenue, Milton Lower Mills. 

The Board of Trustees publishes annual reports since 1865; and four 
volumes of Medical and Surgical Reports have been issued. 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 


Henry H. SpraGue, Secretary. ‘Term ends in 1894. 
A. SHuUMAN, President. Term ends in 1895. 

JouHN F. Younc. Term ends in 1896. 

WixiiAM A. Dunn, M.D. Term ends in 1897. 
GEORGE B. NicHous. Term ends in 1898. 


The Trustees of the Boston City Hospital are incorporated by Chap. 174 
of the Acts of 1880, and are authorized to receive and hold real and 
personal estate bequeathed or devised to said corporation to an amount 
not exceeding $1,000,000. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL STAFF. 
Superintendent and Resident Physician. 


GEORGE H. M. Rowe, M.D. Residence and office in the Hospital. 
Salary, $4,000. 


Consulting Physicians and Surgeons. — Benjamin E. Cotting, M.D., 
William Ingalls, M.D., Alexander D. Sinclair, M.D., W. C. B. Fifield, 
M.D., Benjamin Cushing, M.D., H. W. Williams, M.D. 

Visiting Physicians. — George B. Shattuck, M.D., A. L. Mason, 
M.D., Charles F. Folsom, M.D., A. M. Sumner, M.D., Thomas M. 
Rotch, M.D. 

Physicians for Diseases of Women.—John G. Blake, M.D., Edwaid 
J. Forster, M.D. 

Senior Visiting Surgeon. — David W. Cheever, M.D. 

Visiting Surgeons. — George W. Gay, M.D., E. H. Bradford, M.D., 
William P. Bolles, M.D., Abner Post, M.D., M. F. Gavin, M.D. 
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Visiting Ophthalmic Surgeons. — Oliver F. Wadsworth, M.D.  <As- 
sistant. —F. S. Dixon, M.D. 
Vistting Aural Surgeon. — J. Orne Green, M.D. 
Visiting Pathologist. — W. 'T. Councilman, M.D. 
Assistant Visiting Surgeons. —H. L. Burrell, M.D., F. H. Watson, 
M.D., H. W. Cushing, M.D. 
Assistant Visiting Physicians. —F. H. Williams, M.D., E. M. Buck- 
ingham, M.D., C. F. Withington, M.D. 


OUT—-PATIENTS’ DEPARTMENT. 


Physicians. — V. Y. Bowditch, M.D., Henry Jackson, M.D. 

Surgeons. — Geo. H. Monks, M.D., Robert W. Lovett, M.D., H. L. ° 
Smith, M.D. 

Physician for Diseases of Women. —C.M.Green, M.D. Assistant. — 
George Haven, M.D. 

Physicians for Diseases of the Skin. —E. Wigglesworth, M.D., 
George H. Tilden, M.D. Assistant. — James S. Howe, M.D. 

Surgeons for Diseases of the Har.— George A. Leland, M.D., Ed- 
mund D. Spear, M.D. 

Physicians for Diseases of the Throat. —'Thomas Amory DeBlois, 
M.D., J. W. Farlow, M.D. Assistant.— George A. Leland, M.D. 

Physicians for Diseases of the Nervous System. — Morton H. Prince, 
M.D., Philip Coombs Knapp, M.D., William N. Bullard, M.D. 

Assistant Pathologist. —F. H. Mallory, M.D. 

Medico-Legal Pathologist. —F. W. Draper, M.D. 

Physicians to the Convalescent Home. — C. Ellery Stedman, M.D., 
Daniel D. Gilbert, M.D., Edward T. Twitchell, M.D. 


DEPARTMENT FOR THE INSPECTION OF BUILDINGS. 


INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS. 
[Stat. 1885, Chap. 374, § 2; Rev. Ord., Chaps. 17 and 42, §§ 16-39.] 
JOHN S. DAMRELL. Appointed for a term of three years from May 1, 


1892. Salary, $5,000. 
[Office, Old State- House. | 


BUILDING LIMITS. 
(Stat. 1885, Chap. 374, § 21; Rev. Ord., Chap. 42, § 30.] 

Among other restrictions imposed by the law and ordinances on the 
erection of buildings, it is provided that no wooden building shall be 
erected within the following limits: 

Beginning at the intersection of the centre lines of Dover and Albany 
streets, and thence running east through the centre of said Dover street 
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to the Harbor Commissioners’ line; thence by the said Harbor Commis- 
sioners’ line around the northerly portion of the City to a point on 
Charles river at the intersection of said line with the easterly line of 
St. Mary’s street extended ; thence along said easterly line of St. Mary’s 
street, and the boundary line between Brookline and Boston, to the 
centre of Longwood avenue; thence through the centre of said avenue 
to the centre of Bumstead lane; thence through the centre of said lane 
to the centre of Ward street; thence through the centre of said Ward 
street to the centre of Parker street; thence through the centre of said 
Parker street to the centre of Ruggles street; thence through the centre 
of said Ruggles street to the centre of Washington street ; thence through 
' the centre of said Washington street to a point opposite the centre of 
Palmer street; thence through the centre of said Palmer street and 
through the centre of Eustis street to the centre of Hampden street; and 
thence through the centre of said Hampden street and the centre of 
Albany street to the point of beginning. 


INSPECTION OF MILK AND VINEGAR. 
[Pub. Stat., Chaps. 57, 60, §§ 69-715 Rev. Ord., Chap. 18; Rev. Reg., Chap. 4, § 4.] 
CHARLES HARRINGTON, Inspector. Salary, $3,000. 
[Office, 1151 Washington street.] 

The first Inspector of Milk was appointed in 1859; of Vinegar, in 
1880. The Inspector of Milk has published annual reports since 1863. 
The two offices were virtually united in 1884, and actually in 1890, the 
combined annual reports beginning in 1886. 


INSPECTION OF PROVISIONS. 
[Pub. Stat., Chap. 58; Rev. Ord., Chap. 19.] 

DANIEL F. McCartuy. Salary, $1,700. Appointed annually. [Stat- 
utes of 1876, Chap. 180. Accepted by the City Council on June 2, 
1876. | 

ALEXANDER Borr, for the Brighton Abattoir. Salary, $1,500. Ap- 
pointed by the Board of Health. [Statutes of 1876, Chap. 144.] 


LAMP DEPARTMENT. 
[Stat. 1825, Chap. 3; Rev. Ord., Chap. 21.] 
PaTRICK O'SHEA, Superintendent of Lamps. Salary, $3,500. Ap- 


pointed annually. 
[Office, City Hall.] 


The Department was first legalized by the statute of June 29, 1773. 
The office of Superintendent of Lamps, actually filled since 1843, was 
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fixed by the ordinance of October 26, 1869. The department was sep- 
arated from the Police in 1854. Annual reportsof the department have 


been published since 1870. 
The public lamps are distributed in the various sections of the city as 


follows: 


Gas | Large Gas Electric | Naphtha Total. 
Lamps.| Lamps. Lights. | Lamps. 

Wy IE TODCL ieiks twas obra ohlsfiel al trek isi. 2,487 6 577 100 3,170 
POOR DULY dottodieh sist of eilwilel isl il teite en cure 1,639 a 226 aoa om tars 1,869 
WMorchesterUys te vel cwreks which e velte svete Te LNs Ee es 160 772 2,406 
WER UROXDUTYierelicd ateMeuet ets er ate 6 GB2Q0) Sidscts oe v0 59 1,247 2,238 
BOULNEDOSLOMEMeae terse Valk such set's oto) tet. = 535 2 185 357 1,079 
WHATS Owiitcrratcuts sure) 6) o taivou_ cis) 61s OU Taomemelie heme SEN ee Bae 719 
SUBSE ESORLOM ays its! nals’ 3 fos: sl ws 9.4 SEH arrears ae als 101 129 811 
(ETAPHLOWM dre istics. cite, Aecemiatie cca at ou ote SOL eteem stele: 99 241 844 
Powlae atl iter etsy ote Sec S ral 12 1,547 2,846 | 13,136 


LAW DEPARTMENT. 


[Rev. Ord., Chap. 22.] 


THomas M. Basson, Corporation Counsel. Salary, $6,000. 

ANDREW J. BAILey, City Solicitor. Salary, $5,750. 

ROBERT W. Nason, First Assistant Solicitor. Salary, $4,000. 

THomas W. Proctor, Second Assistant Solicitor. Salary $3,500. 

CHARLES F. Day and Roscoe P. Ow_En, City Conveyancers. Salaries, 
$3,000 each. 

FISHER AMES, Clerk. Salary, $2,000. 


[Office, 14 Beacon street.] 
The office of ‘‘ Attorney and Solicitor for the City of Boston” was 
established by the ordinance of June 18, 1827; of Corporation Counsel 


by the ordinance of March 30, 1881. The Department is under the 
charge of the Corporation Counsel and the City Solicitor jointly. 
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LIBRARY DEPARTMENT.:! 


[Stat. 1878, Chap. 114; Rev. Ord., Chap. 23.] 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 


Henry W. Haynes. Term ends in 1894. 

WILLIAM R. RicHARDS. Term ends in 1895. 

SAMUEL A. B. ABBortrt, President. Term ends in 1896. 
PHINEAS PIERCE. Term ends in 1897. 

FREDERICK Q. PrRincE. Term ends in 1898. 


The Trustees of the Public Library are incorporated by an act of the 
Legislature passed April 4, 1878, and are authorized to receive and 
hold real and personal estate which may be given, bequeathed or 
devised to said corporation, to an amount not exceeding $1,000,000. 
The first trustees were appointed under the ordinance of October 14, 
1852, and published their first annual report in 1853. These reports, 
dealing largely with the statistics of the Public Library, have been con- 
tinued without interruption. The first catalogue of the library was 
published in 1854 (8vo, pp. iv, 180). The second catalogue, of Bates 
Hall, was published in 1861; a Supplement in 1866. The Trustees 
have published also catalogues of the Lower Hall collections, of the 
Charlestown, Jamaica Plain, and other branch libraries; special cata- 
logues of the Barton (Shakespeare), Ticknor (Spanish), and Prince 
(early New England) collections ; a catalogue of American local history ; 
eight volumes of Bulletins; Lamb’s map of early Boston; handbooks 
for the visitors of the Library; and many miscellaneous documents. 


GENERAL Orricers. — Theodore F. Dwight, Librarian; Louis F. 
Gray, Executive Officer and Clerk of the Corporation ; James L. Whitney, 
Chief Cataloguer; Appleton P. C. Griffin, Keeper of Books; Arthur M. 
Knapp, Keeper of Bates Hall; Adelaide A. Nichols, Auditor. 


1New LipraRy Buiitpine.— By Chap. 222 of the Acts of 1880, amended by Chap. 141 
of the Acts of 1883, the Commonwealth granted to the city of Boston a lot of land on the 
southerly corner of Dartmouth and Boylston streets ‘‘ for the purpose of erecting and main- 
taining thereon a building for the use of the Public Library of said city.’”? By Chap. 143 of 
the Acts of 1882 said city was authorized to take, by purchase or otherwise, land ‘ for the 
erection thereon of a Public Library, and for a yard for the same,” with authority to 
‘* appropriate and use therefor any land now owned by it.’”? Under the provisions of the 
last-named act, by an order approved April 18, 1883, certain lands adjacent to the land 
granted by the State were taken, and by order, approved April 14, 1883, loans were author- 
ized as follows, viz. : $180,000 to pay for the land taken as above, and $450,000 for the 
erection of a library building, By Chap. 60 of the Acts of 1887 the construction of the 
new building was placed in the hands of the Board of Trustees of the Public Library. 
Further loans for the completion of the building have been authorized as follows: Stat. 
1889, Chap. 68, Order of March 11, 1889, $1,000,000; Stat. 1891, Chap. 234, $1,000,000. The 
architects are Messrs. McKim, Mead, & White. 
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CENTRAL LIBRARY. 


Bates Hatt, 360,134 volumes; LOWER HALL, 45,959 volumes; 
CENTRAL READING Room, 460 periodicals. Public Library Building, 
Boylston street. 

Bates Hall is open from 9 A.M. to 9 P.M.; the Lower Hall, from 
8.30 A.M. to 9 P.M.; the Central Reading Room, from 9 A.M. to 9 
P.M. 

The Bates Hall and the Central Reading Room are open on Sundays 
from 2 until 9 P.M.; during June, July, and August the Branch 
Libraries are closed at 7 P.M. 

In addition to the collections above mentioned, the Duplicate Room 
contains 20,612 volumes, and Bates Hall several hundred periodicals of 
less popular interest. 


BRANCH LIBRARIES AND DELIVERY STATIONS. 


CHARLESTOWN BRANCH, 28,272 volumes. Reading Room, 70 
periodicals. Old City Hall, City square. | 

SoutH Boston BRANCH, 14,025 volumes. Reading Room, 64 period- 
icals. 3872 West Broadway. 

East Boston BRANCH, 13,235 volumes. Reading Room, 34 period- 
icals. Old Lyman School Building, Meridian street. 

Roxpury BRANCH, 33,694 volumes. Reading Room, 75 periodicals. 
46 Milmont street. 

BRIGHTON BRANCH, 14,468 volumes. Reading Room, 40 periodicals. 
Holton Library Building, Rockland street. 

DORCHESTER BRANCH, 15,974 volumes. Reading Room, 46 period- 
icals. Arcadia, corner Adams street. 

JAMAICA PLAIN BRANCH, 12,365 volumes. Reading Room, 39 period- 
icals. Curtis Hall, Centre street. 

SouTH EnpD BRANCH, 12,005 volumes. Reading Room, 31 periodicals. 
English High School Building. 

NortuH END BRANCH, 1,718 volumes. Reading Room, 30 periodicals. 
166 Hanover street. 

West Roxsury DELIVERY, 3,321 volumes. Centre, near Mt. Vernon 
street. 

LOWER MILLs DELIVERY. Washington, near River street. 

MATTAPAN DELIVERY. River, cor. Oakland street. 

NEPONSET DELIVERY. Wood’s block. 

ROSLINDALE DELIVERY. Florence, cor. Ashland street. 

Mr. Bowpborn DELIverY. Washington, cor. Eldon street. 

ALLSTON DELIVERY. 14 Franklin street. 

ASHMONT DELIVERY. 25 Argyle street. 
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BIRD-STREET DELIVERY. 6,Wayland street. 
DORCHESTER STATION DELIVERY. 1 Milton ave. 
BLUE HILL AVENUE DELIVERY. 154 Blue Hill avenue. 
CRESCENT AVENUE DELIVERY. 940 Dorchester avenue. 
HARVARD-STREET DELIVERY. 122 Harvard street. 
NortH BRIGHTON DELIVERY. 535 Weston avenue. 


The total number of volumes in the Public Library and Branches is 
580,334; number of popular periodicals, 644. 

For a general sketch of the Library, and of the donations received 
by it, see the Municipal Register of 1878. 


MARKET DEPARTMENT. 
[Rev. Ord., Chap. 24; 438, §§ 60-66.] 
GEORGE E. McKay, Superintendent of Markets. Salary, $3,000. 

Appointed annually. 

Faneuil Hall Market, proposed in Mayor Quincy’s message of July 
31, 1823, and completed in 1826, was under the charge of a clerk of the 
Market until the ordinance of September 9, 1852, established the office 
of Superintendent. 


MOUNT HOPE CEMETERY. 
[Stat. 1849, Chap. 150; 1872, Chap. 197; Rev. Ord., Chap. 25.] 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 


Le Forrest A. HALL, Ch’n, AUGUSTINE H. REED, 
JOHN TAYLOR, EDWARD N. CAPEN, 
SALEM D. CHARLES. 
FRANKLIN D. Ripeout, Secretary. 


[Office, Old Court House.] 


This Cemetery, now containing 106? acres, situated in Ward 23, 
West Roxbury, is under the care and control of a Board of Trustees, 
five in number, appointed annually, two of whom, at least, must be 
owners of lots in said Cemetery. The Board of Trustees has published 
annual reports since 1859. 

Mt. Hope Cemetery was bought by the city in 1857 for $35,000, and 
additional land has been purchased since then. The Board of Trustees 
was established by the ordinance of December 21, 1857. 
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OVERSEEING OF THE POOR. 
[Stat. 1864, Chap. 128; Rev. Ord., Chap. 26.] 
OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 


Term ends in 1894. 


JOHN LAMB, RICHARD C. HUMPHREYS, 
THOMAS DOWNEY, JR., ANNETTE P. ROGERS. 


Term ends in 1895. 


Asa H. CaTon,! THOMAS SPROULES, 
MICHAEL C. CuRRY, WILLIAM P. FOWLER, Chairman. 


Term ends in 1896. 


Isaac T. CAMPBELL, Henry V. CUNNINGHAM, 
DANIEL F. SULLIVAN, CHARLES COLEMAN. 


BENJAMIN PETTEE, Secretary. Salary, $3,000. 
FREDERIC W. LINCOLN, Treasurer. Salary, $1,000. 


[Office, Charity Building, Chardon street.] 


The Overseers of the Poor tn the Town of Boston, a corporation 
established in 1772, were, by act of the Legislature, in 1864, succeeded by 
the corporation called the ‘‘ Overseers of the Poor in the City of Boston,” 
consisting of twelve residents of Boston, four of whom are appointed 
annually within sixty days from the first Monday in February, to serve 
for the term of three years from the first day of May. The Board has 
issued annual reports since 1865. 

The Board meets on the first Wednesday of every month, at the office 
in the Charity Building, Chardon street. 

The Overseers of the Poor are also incorporated as a Board of 
Trustees of John Boylston’s and other charitable funds, left for the 
assistance of persons of good character and advanced age ‘‘ who have 
been reduced by misfortune to indigence and want.” 

A LODGE FOR WAYFARERS who apply at station-houses for accommo- 
dations has been established in Hawkins street, where work of some 
kind is exacted as the equivalent for food and shelter. 


STATE AID. 


[Stat. 1889, Chap. 301, 279; 1890, Chap. 447.] 


Monthly payments of allowances of State Aid to disabled soldiers and 
sailors, and to the families of those killed in the civil war, are made 


1 Resigned. 
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by the City Treasurer, at the Charity Building, Chardon street, to per- 

sons designated by the Board of Aldermen. 

REUBEN PETERSON, Paymasier. Appointed by the City Treasurer. 
Salary, $1,300; and $2,200 as Clerk for Committee on State Aid. 


PARK DEPARTMENT. 
[Stat. 1875, Chap. 185; Rev. Ord., Chap. 27.] 


BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS. 


PauL H. KENDRICKEN, Chairman. 'Term ends in 1894. 
CHARLES F. SPRAGUE. Term ends in 1895. 
Franois A. WALKER. Term ends in 1896. 


[Office, 53 State street.] 


Power to establish parks in this city was granted by the Common- 
wealth on May 6, 1875, subject to acceptance by the people. This act 
was accepted by a vote of the citizens on June 9, 1875. Yeas, 3,706; 
nays, 2,311. ‘The first Board of Park Commissioners was appointed on 
July 6, 1375, and confirmed on July 15, 1876. 


PUBLIC PARKS. 


Arnold Arboretum . : : . : ; : : . 155 acres 
Franklin Park : : : : : 4 : : meas 
Franklin Field : : 77 «6 


The Parkway (Back Bay ane al Muddy Ree en 
Park, Arborway, and shores of Dorchester Bay in South 


Boston) , : : ney ya tet 
Wood Island Park, ak meer land et flats : ZL as 
Marine Park, City Point, South Boston (including cone 

Island) : : A ; : s é : ; ALA Ubi} 
Dorchester Park . ; : 2 A : ‘ : ce Or ee 
Charlestown Playground : A . F i : ak bBo K 
Charlestown Heights. : 5 : : ; , Poets (3 9k], 
Charlesbank . 3 ; ; ; : . ; : per eae 

TULA ee Pe RN ath: ein EE Ok nearer eae a PLS ms 


The total payments for land for park purposes is $3,851,000.05 ; cost 
of construction to Jan. 31, 1893, $4,988,502.06; total cost of the public 
parks, $8,839,502.11. 

Authority has also been granted for the establishment of a public park 
at the North End. 
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The Arnold Arboretum contained originally 122.6 acres, belonging to 
Harvard University. This, together with nearly 45 acres of other land, 
was taken by the Park Commissioners for a public park, and 122 acres 
were leased to the University, under perpetual lease, to be used only for 
the purposes of an arboretum, under the trusts created by the wills of 
Benjamin Bussey and of James Arnold. The Arboretum is open to 
visitors daily from 7 A.M. until sunset. The Park Commissioners have 
charge also of the Commonwealth-avenue grounds between West 
Chester park and Beacon street, and of the Leif Erikson statue. 

For the history and cost of the public parks see the annual reports 
of the Park Commissioners issued since 1876; also Doc. 42 of 1876, 
Doc. 125 of 1880, and ‘* Notes on the Plan of Franklin Park,” pub- 
lished in 1886. 


POLICE DEPARTMENT. 
[Pub. Stat., Chap. 34; Chap. 100, § 28; Chap. 102; Chap. 103, § 7; Chap. 205, §§ 17 


21, 28, 25; Stat. 1878, Chap. 244; 1879, Chap. 59; 1880, Chap. 99; 1882, Chap. 226; 
1885, Chaps. 196, 309, 323; 1887, Chaps. 135, 177, 178; 1888, Chap. 291.] 


BOARD OF POLICE. 
WILLIAM H. LEE. Term ends in 1894. 


ALBERT T. WuiITING, Chairman. Term ends in 1895. 
RoBeErRT F. CLarkK. Term ends in 1898. 


Salary, $4,500 for chairman; $4,000 for each of the others, paid by 
the city of Boston. 


The Board of Police was established by Chapter 323 of the Acts of 
1885, and is composed of three citizens of Boston, appointed from the 
two principal political parties by the Governor with the advice and con- 
sent of the Executive Council, and the full term of office is five years 
from the first day of May. The Board assumed office on July 23, 1885. 


EXECUTIVE STAFF. 


BENJAMIN P. ELDREDGE, Superintendent of Police. Salary, $3,500. 
JOSEPH R. BURRILL, Deputy Superintendent. Salary, $2,800. 


BUREAU OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION. 


JAMES M. CouLTER, Chief Inspector. Salary, $2,500. 

Tuomas F. GERRAUGHTY, JOSEPH DuGAN, Patrick A. Manony, 
CHARLES L. SKELTON, JOSEPH H. KNOX, CHARLES GLIDDEN, 
ANDREW HOUGHTON, WILLIAM BURKE, WILLIAM H. COGAN, JOHN 
L. Howarpb, THomas J. Barry, L. B. McCAusLAnpb, JAMEs J. 
CoLiins, GEORGE M. Ropinson, WM. T. LEGGErtT, Inspectors. 
Salary, $1,600 each. : 

[Office, 7 Pemberton square.] 
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POLICE STATIONS. 


First Division, Hanover street. Lawrence Cain, Captain. 

Seconp Division, Court Square. Henry C. Hemmenway, Captain. 

Turrp Division, Joy street. William B. Watts, Captain. 

FourtH Division, LaGrange street. Edward F. Gaskin, Captain. 

FrrtH Division, Hast Dedham street. Henry Dawson, Captain. 

SixtH Division, Broadway, South Boston. Ira C. Foster, Captain. 

SEVENTH Division, Meridian street, East Boston. Richard F. Irish, 
Captain. 

EIGHTH Division, Corner Commercial and Battery streets. Byron F. 
Bragdon, Captain and Harbor-Master. 

Nintu Division, Mt. Pleasant avenue and Dudley street. Timothy 
A. Hurley. 

TentH Division, Oorner Roxbury and Tremonti streets. George 
A. Walker. Captain. 

ELEVENTH Division, Oorner Adams and Arcadia streets. Michael 
Merrick, Captain. 

TwetrrH Division, Fourth street, near K street, South Boston. 
James H. Lambert, Captain. 

THIRTEENTH DIvIsion, Seaverns avenue, West Roxbury. William H. 
Brown, Captain. 

FOURTEENTH Division, Old Town Hall, Brighton. David W. 
Herrick, Captain. 

FIFTEENTH Division, Old City Hall, Charlestown. Martin L. White. 

SIXTEENTH Division, Boylston street, corner of Hereford street. 
William H. Pierce, Captain. 


Salaries: Captains, $2,000 per annum; lieutenants, $1,600 per an- 
num; sergeants, $1,400 per annum; patrolmen, first year’s service, 
$1,000; second year’s service, $1,100; third and successive years’ 
service, $1,200; reserve men, $2.00 per day. 


POLICE SIGNAL SERVICE. [Stat. 1887, Chap. 825.] Lieut. Henry O. 
Goodwin, Director; Henry A. Chase, Electrician. 

HovusE or DetENTION. ([Stat. 1887, Chap. 234.] Temporary loca- 
tion: Basement of Court-House, Pemberton square. Emma Onthank, 
Chief Matron. Salary, $1,000. 

Ciry Prison. [Pub. Stat., Chaps. 28, 27.] Basement of Court- 
House, Pemberton square. Romanzo H. Wilkins, Keeper of the Lockup. 
Salary, $2,000. 


The whole number of officers and employees in the Police Department 
is 881. 


CONSTABLES. Tod 


Harsbor SERVICE. [Pub. Stat., Chap. 69; Stat. 1882, Chap. 216; 
1889, Chap. 147. Byron F. Bragdon, Harbor-Master; office, Police 
Station 8, corner Commercial and Battery streets. 

Assistant Harbor-Masters: Louis W. Swan, John W. Jackson, Itha- 
mer A. Mereen, John J. Middleton, Nicholas C. Tallon, George H. 
Adams, Edward A. Pease, Erdix 8. Dearing, James Russell. 

The Harbor-Master and Assistant Harbor-Masters are appointed from 
the police force by the Board of Police, and receive pay in accordance 
with their rank in the force. The police-boats ‘‘ Protector” and ‘‘ Pa- 
trol” are employed in this service. 


ISLANDS. 
The following islands in the harbor belong to the City: 


1. Deer Island. Conveyed to the inhabitants of Boston, March 4, 
1634-5. 

2. Thompson’s Island. Annexed to Boston by Act of March 15, 1834. 

3. Great Brewster Island. Purchased, in 1848, for $4,000. 

4. Gallop’s Island. Purchased, in 1860, for $6,600. 

5. Apple Island. Purchased, in 1867, for $3,750. 

6. Rainsford Island. Purchased, together with all the hospital 
buildings and dwellings, in 1871, for $40,000. 

7. Moon Island. Taken by right of eminent domain from the heirs 
of James Huckins and others, in 1859, and constitutes the point of dis- 
charge of the Main Drainage system. 

8. Long Island. Purchased in 1885 from the heirs of Thomas J. 
Dunbar and others, for $220,791, for the use of the public institu- 
tions. 


CONSTABLES. 


(Corrected to May 1, 1893.) 
[Stat. 1802, Chap. 7.] 


Constables who serve civil process in the city of Boston are required 
to give bonds in the sum of $3,000. [See Pub. Stat., Chap. 28, § 9.] 


CONNECTED WITH OFFICIAL POSITIONS. 


Ambrose H. Abbott, William W. Campbell, 
Richard F. Andrews, William A. Coburn, 
William A. Blossom, William P. Cook, 
Carlan A. Brown, Frederick L. Davis, 
Moses P. Brown, Thomas J. Donnellon, 


Albert S. Buswell, Aaron A. Downs, 
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John A. Duddy, 
George C. Dyer, 
John B. F. Emery, 
Thomas Folger, 
William A. Fort, 
Elijah D. Foss, 
Henry Fox, 

John J. Franey, 
Henry P. Goode, 
Thomas Hall, 

Jonn F. Harrigan, 
Charles P. Harrington, 
John J. Henry, 
William L. Hicks, 
Edward W. Hudson, 
James A. Hussey, 
Frederic P. Ingalls, 
Charles P. Johnson, 
Thomas Jordan, 
Stephen P. Kelley, 
Edward A. Kennedy, 


NOT CONNECTED WITH 


William F. Adams, 
Albert E. Andrews, 
Charles A. Bancroft, 
John I. Barry, 
Charles L. Beck, 
Jacob T. Beers, 
Francis H. Blackwell, 
Joseph H. Blatt, 
James M. Carter, 
Clement H. Colman, 
Joseph Conneton, 
James W. Currier, 
Hinds R. Darling, 
Herbert C. Davis, 
John A. Duggan, 
Peter P. Fee, 

Frank W. Flint, 
Charles G. Goussebaire, 
George W. Green, 
Joseph Guttentag, 
John E. Hallett, 


REGISTER. 


Henry P. Kennedy, 
James M. Kilroy, 
Nathaniel Leonard, 
Calvin A. Littlefield, 
Martin M. Lomasney, 
James F. McCarthy, 
Adolphus G. McVey, 
James F. Mitchell, 
Richard J. Murray, 
James E. Norton, 
George N. Parker, 
Sylvester E. Partridge, 
Alvah H. Peters, 
Alvin I. Phillips, 
Patrick F. Reddy, 
John Robie, 

John Rogers, 

Henry J. Schenck, 
Daniel P. Sullivan, 
Albert Watts. 


OFFICIAL POSITIONS. 


James G. Harrington, 
Edward J. Holland, 
Edwin L. Howard, 
Lewis J. N. Hurie, 
Edwin Jaquith, 
Horace A. Jordan, 
Patrick C. Kelly, 
Christopher J. Kenney, 
William H. Kenney, 
Russell R. Knapp, 
James F. Larkin, 
Morris Lewenberg, 
George W. Lowther, 
Charles T. McDonald, 
George R. Mathews, 
John Mundy, 

Michael O’Connor, 
Isaiah Paine, Jr., 
Edwin M. C. Ray, 
John G. Ray, 
Nathaniel G. Robinson, 
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William D. Rockwood, 
George Henry Royce, 
John Shea, 

William A. Sheehan, 
Henry C. Shrieves, 
Joseph P. Silsby, Jr., 
Simon Simmons, 


Walter Simmons, 
Anson Stern, 

Calvin Stowe, 
William H. Swift, 
Frank T. Ware, 
Isaac C. Westlake, 
Wright W. Williams. 


TRUANT OFFICERS (without bonds). 
[Office, 12 Beacon street.] 


George W. Bean, Hannibal F. Ripley, 
Henry M. Blackwell, Amos Schaffer, 
James Bragdon, William B. Shea, 
Frank Hasey, Warren J. Stokes, 
Abraham M. Leavitt, Charles E. Turner, 
David F. Long, Richard W. Walsh, 


George Murphy, Charles S. Wooffindale, 
WITH SOCIETY P. C. T. C. (without bonds). 
Edwin R. Smyth. 
WITH S. P. C. T. A. (without bonds). 


Lemuel B. Burrill. 
Charles F. Clark. 


Thomas Langlan, 
James Hathaway, 


PRINTING DEPARTMENT. 


[Rev. Ord., Chap. 28.] 
THOMAS J. LANE, Superintendent of Printing. Salary, $3,000. 
[Office, City Hall.] 
The Superintendent of Printing has charge of the printing of all 
documents for the city, and supplies all stationery and binding needed 
in the various departments. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT. 
[Rev. Ord., Chap. 29.] 
JAMES C. TUCKER, Superintendent of Public Buildings. Salary, $3,600. 
[Office, 27 School street, Room 44.] 


The Public Buildings of the city and county comprise the City Hall, 
the Registry of Deeds, the Court House, Faneuil Hall and Faneuil Hall 
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Market-House, the Jail and Dead House, the Institutions at South Bos- 
ton and Deer Island, the Old State House, the Public Library, the City 
Hospital, the City Building (12 and 14 Beacon street), the Armories, the 
School-houses, and all the Engine, Hydrant, and Hook and Ladder 
Houses in the city, including Roxbury, Dorchester, West Roxbury, 
Brighton, and Charlestown, besides other buildings used for public 
purposes. The office of the Superintendent of Public Buildings was 
established by ordinance on July 1, 1850, and annual reports have been 
published by the Superintendent since 1851. 


OLD SOUTH ASSOCIATION. 


[Stat. 1877, Chap. 222, §§ 1-2.] 
Managers on the part of the city of Boston are the Mayor, ex officio, 
JOHN H. LEg, and Davip F. Barry. 


Two managers are elected annually by the City Council, for the mu- 
nicipal year. 


DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC GROUNDS. 


[Rev. Ord., Chap. 30; Chap. 43, §§ 66-68.] 
WILLIAM DooGue, Superintendent. Salary, $3,000. 


The Superintendent has charge of the trees in the streets of the city, 
and of all public grounds and squares, except the parks established 
under Stat. 1875, Chap. 185. (See Park Department.) The office of 
the Superintendent of [the Common and] Public Grounds was estab- 
lished by ordinance on February 28, 1870. The first annual report of 
the Superintendent was published in 1879. 


PUBLIC GROUNDS AND SQUARES. 


Crry Proper. — The Common and Malls, containing forty-eight and 
two-fifths acres, exclusive of the cemetery, which contains one and 
two-fifths acres. The length of the exterior boundary of the Common 
is one mile and one-eighth. 

Public Garden, on the west side of Charles street, containing about 
twenty-four and one-quarter acres. 

Commonwealth Avenue Malls, from Arlington street to West Chester 
park, containing about 429,500 square feet. 

Franklin Square, on the east side of Washington street, containing 
about 105,205 square feet. 

Blackstone Square, on the west side of Washington street, containing 
about 105,100 square feet. 
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East Chester Park Mall, between Albany street and Harrison avenue, 
containing about 9,300 square feet. 

Chester Park Mall, between Harrison avenue and Washington street, 
containing about 13,050 square feet. 

Chester Square, between Washington and Tremont streets, malls and 
square containing about 74,000 square feet. 

West Chester Park Mall, between Tremont street and Columbus 
avenue, containing about 10,150 square feet. 

Concord Square, between Tremont street and Columbus avenue, con- 
taining about 5,000 square feet. 

Rutland Square, between Tremont street and Columbus avenue, con- 
taining about 7,400 square feet. 

Berwick Park, off Columbus avenue, containing about 3,800 square 
feet. 

Greenwich Park, off Columbus avenue, containing about 4,100 square 
feet. 

Union Park, between Shawmut avenue and Tremont street, contain- 
ing about 16,000 square feet. 

Worcester Square, between Washington street and Harrison avenue, 
containing about 16,000 square feet. 

Lowell Square, on Cambridge street, containing about 5,772 square feet. 

Fort Hill Square, between Oliver and High streets, containing about 
29,480 square feet. 

Park Square, at the corner of Columbus avenue, Eliot and Pleasant 
streets, containing about 2,867 square feet. 

Montgomery Square, at the junction of Tremont, Clarendon, and 
Montgomery streets, containing about 550 square feet. 

Pemberton Square, containing about 3,390 square feet. 

Copley Square, between Huntington avenue and Dartmouth and 
Boylston streets, containing about 33,809 square feet. Two enclosures, 

City Hall Grounds, School street, about 7,700 square feet. 

Square, Harrison avenue, between Union park and Waltham streets. 

Soutu Boston. — Telegraph Hill, containing the reservoir. Inde- 
pendent of the reservoir there is a lot named Thomas Park, CE a3 

about 190,000 square feet, reserved for a public walk. 

Independence Square, between Broadway, Second, M, and N streets, 
containing about six and one-half acres. 

Lincoln Square. between Emerson, Fourth, and M streets, and east of 
the primary school-house, containing about 9,510 square feet. 

Commonwealth park. 

East Boston. — Maverick Square, between Sumner and Maverick 
streets, containing about 4,398 square feet. 
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Central Square, between Meridian and Border streets, containing 
about 32,310 square feet. 

Putnam Square, between Putnam, White, and Trenton streets, con- 
taining about 11,628 square feet. 

Prescott Square, between Trenton, Eagle, and Prescott streets, con- 
taining about 12,284 square feet. 

Belmont Square, between Webster, Sumner, Lamson, and Seaver 
streets, containing 30,000 square feet. 

Roxpury.— Madison Square, between Sterling, Marble, Warwick, 
and Westminster streets, containing about 122,191 square feet. 

Orchard Park, between Chadwick, Yeoman, and Orchard Park streets, 
containing about 99,592 square feet. 

Washington Park, between Dale and Bainbridge streets, containing 
about 396,125 square feet. 

Lewis Park, between Highland street, Highland avenue, and Linwood 
street, containing about 5,600 square feet. 

Longwood Park, between Park and Austin streets, containing about 
21,000 square feet 

Walnut Park, between Washington street and Walnut avenue, 
containing about 5,736 square feet. 

Bromley Park, between Albert and Bickford streets, containing about 
20,975 square feet. Three enclosures. 

Fountain Square, on Walnut avenue, between Monroe and Townsend 
streets, containing about 116,000 square feet. 

Cedar Square, on Cedar street, containing about 26,163 square feet. 

Linwood Park, at the junction of Centre and Linwood streets, contain- 
ing about 3,625 square feet. 

Public Ground, Centre and Perkins streets, containing about 3,200 
square feet. 

Highland Park is the old Fort lot, containing about 114,360 square 
feet, and occupied partly by the Roxbury stand-pipe. 

_ Public Ground at the junction of Huntington avenue, Tremont and 
Francis streets, containing about 1,662 square feet. 

Public Ground, Warren, James, and Regent streets, containing 1,380 
square feet. 

Playground, Fellows street, between Hunneman street and Fellows 
place, contains 25,000 square feet. 

Square, Albany street. 

DORCHESTER. — Dorchester Square, on Meeting-House Hill, between 
Church, Winter, and Adams streets, containing about 56,200 square feet. 
The Soldiers’ Monument is on this square. 

Eaton Square, between Church, Bowdoin, and Adams streets, con- 
taining about 13,280 square feet. 
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Mt. Bowdoin Green, on top of Mt. Bowdoin, containing about 25,170 
square feet. 

Richardson Square, between Pond and Cottage streets, containing 
about 75,982 square feet. 

Dorchester Field, so called, on Dorchester avenue, containing about 
274,000 square feet. 

Public Ground on Magnolia street, containing about 3,605 square feet. 

Public Ground, Adams street, near Pierce avenue. 

Public Ground, Adams street, near Cedar Grove Cemetery. 

CHARLESTOWN. — City Square, in front of Old City Hall, containing 
about 8,739 square feet. 

Sullivan Square, bounded by Main, Cambridge, Sever, and Gardner 
streets, containing about 56,428 square feet. \ 

Winthrop Square, bounded by Winthrop, Adams, and Common 
streets, containing about 38,450 square feet. The Soldiers’ Monument 
is on this square. 

Public Ground, between Essex and Lyndeboro streets, containing 
about 930 square feet. 

Public Ground, on Water street, Charles River and Warren avenues, 
containing about 3,055 square feet. 

West Roxsory. — Soldiers’ Monument Lot, bounded by South and 
Centre streets, containing about 5,870 square feet. 

Shore of Jamaica Pond, containing about 31,000 square feet. 

Mt. Bellevue, public ground, containing about 27,772 square feet. 

BRIGHTON. — Public Ground, bounded by Franklin and Pleasant 
streets, containing about 1,900 square feet. 

Jackson Square, between Chestnut HiJl avenue, Union and Winship 
streets, containing 4,300 square feet. 

Brighton Square, between Chestnut Hill avenue and Rockland 
street, and opposite the Branch Public Library, containing about 25,035 
square feet. 

Franklin square, between Franklin and Fern streets, contains 1,900 
square feet. 

Rogers park, Foster street, contains 7 acres. 

Roxbury Canal Lands, bounded by East Chester park, Albany and 
Northampton streets, and a common passageway, contains 130,493 
square feet, used for storage, greenhouses, hot-beds, ete. 


STATUES AND MONUMENTS. 


In addition to the Soldiers and Sailors’ Monument on Monument 
Hill, Common, and the Soldiers’ Monuments in the Charlestown, West 
Roxbury, and Dorchester districts, there are the following in charge of 
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this department: The Crispus Attucks Monument on the Common; 
statues of Edward Everett, Washington, Charles Sumner, and Thomas 
Cass in the Public Garden; Hamilton, General Glover, and William 
Lloyd Garrison in Commonwealth avenue; Benjamin Franklin and 
Josiah Quincy in front of City Hall; Samuel Adams in Adams square, 
John Winthrop in Scollay square, the Emancipation Group in Park 
square, and the Ether Monument in the Public Garden. (The Leif 
Erikson statue, Commonwealth avenue, is under the charge of the Park 
Commissioners. ) 
FOUNTAINS. 

The public fountains in charge of this department are one each in 
Franklin, Blackstone, Chester, Independence, Central, Maverick, Sulli- 
van, and Jackson squares, and Union park; the Lyman Fountain 
in Eaton square; the Brewer Fountain on the Common; the ‘‘ Maid of 
the Mist” and three other fountains in the Public Garden. 


PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 
[Stat. 1889, Chap. 245; Rev. Ord., Chap. 31.] 


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


Tuomas H. DEviin. Term ends in 1894. Salary $3,500. 
Tuomas L. JENKS,' Chairman. Term endsin 1895. Salary, $4,000. 
EDWIN L. PitssurRy. Term ends in 1896. Salary, $3,500. 


MICHAEL T. DONOHOE, Secretary of Commissioners. Salary, $3,000. 
[Office, 14 Beacon street.] 


The institutions under the charge of the Commissioners may be 
classed under three heads: First, penal and reformatory, namely, the 
House of Correction, the House of Industry, the House of Reformation, 
and the TruantSchool; second, the almshouses, namely, Long [sland for 
men, Rainsford Island for women, the almshouse at Charlestown for both 
sexes, and the Marcella-street Home for Neglected Children; third, the 
Boston Lunatic Hospital, with an outlying ward for the chronic insane 
at Austin Farm. ‘These institutions are under the care and: government 
of a Board of three Commissioners of Public Institutions. The De- 
partment has charge of in-door relief, and was branched off from the 
Overseers of the Poor, who give out-door relief, in 1823. The De- 
partment has charge also of all correctional institutions for the city and 
county. The publications of the Department begin in 1824, and are 
very numerous. The combined annual reports for the institutions 
named begin in 1858. 


2 Resigned. 
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The steamer ‘‘ J. Putnam Bradlee,” which is under the direction of 
the Board, runs daily from the city to Deer Island; Oliver W. Bowden, 
Captain. 'The steamer dock is at the Eastern-avenue wharf. 


INSTITUTIONS AT DEER ISLAND. 


JAMES R. GERRISH, Superintendent. Salary, $2,500. 

LORENZO D. PERKINS, Assistant Superintendent. Salary, $1,200. 

Tuomas F. Rocue, Resident Physician. Salary, $1,500. 

Rey. WILLIAM B. TOuLMIN, Chaplain and Superintendent of Schools. 
Salary, $1,600, of which about $350 is received from the income of 
the Mason Fund. 


ALMSHOUSES. 


JOHN GALVIN, Superintendent of the Home for Paupers on Rainsford 
Island. Salary, $2,250. 

DANIEL S. HARKINS, Physician. Salary, $1,200. 

CHARLES H. COGSWELL, M.D., Superintendent and Physician at the 
Home for Paupers on Long Island. Salary, $1,800. 

CHARLES E. DEVER, Assistanl Physician. Salary, $700. 

CHANDLER EASTMAN, Superintendent at Charlestown. Salary, $1,300. 

A. B. HEATH, M.D., Superintendent and Physician of the Marcella- 
street Home for Neglected Children. Salary, $2,000. 


HOUSE OF CORRECTION, SOUTH BOSTON. 


JOHN C. WuiTon, Master. Salary, $2,500. 

WiLiiAM A. WitTHAM, Deputy Master. Salary, $1,200. 
WILLIAM J. GRAHAM, Clerk. Salary, $800. 

Rev. JonAS B. CLARKE, Chaplain. Salary, $1,300. 
WINERED B. BANCROFT, Physician. Salary, $500. 


BOSTON LUNATIC HOSPITAL, SOUTH BOSTON AND AUSTIN FARM. 


THEODORE W. FisHer, M.D., Superintendent. Salary, $2,500. 

CHARLES J. BOLTON, M.D., First Assistant Superintendent. Salary. 
$1,000. 

LinnEus A. Roperts, M.D., Second Assistant Superintendent and 
Apothecary. Salary, $500. 

Rey. JONAS B. CLARKE, Chaplain. Salary, $200. 

EpwarpD B. LANE, Assistant Superintendent (in charge of the ward 
at Austin Farm). Salary, $1,500. 
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REGISTRY DEPARTMENT. 


[Pub. Stat., Chap. 32, § 16; Stat. 1892; Chap. 314; Ord. 1892, Chap. 11.] 
WiLLt1AM H. WHITMORE, City Registrar. Salary, $4,000. 
[Office, Old Court-House.] 

The City Registrar keeps the records of births, deaths, and marriages, 
and issues certificates of all intentions of marriage. Annual reports 
have been published since 1850. 

By Ordinance approved July 12, 1892, the Department of Ancient 
Records and the office of Record Commissioners (established July 6, 
1875) were abolished, and the duties of the Record Commissioners, 


including the publication of documents relating to the early history of 
Boston, were transferred to the City Registrar. 


REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. 
[Stat. 1874, Chap. 60; Rev. Ord., Chap. 32.] 


BOARD OF REGISTRARS OF VOTERS. 

MICHAEL CARNEY. Term ends in 1894. Salary, $3,000. 

CHARLES E. CLARK, M.D. Term ends in 1895. Salary, $3,000. 

Linus E. PEARSON, Chairman. Term ends in 1896. Salary, $3,000. 
[Office, 12 Beacon street. ] 


The first Board was appointed on May 18, 1874. The Board publishes 
street lists, voting lists, and election returns. 


DEPARTMENT OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


[Pub. Stat., Chap. 65, § 8; Stat. 1882, Chap. 42; Rev. Ord., Chap. 34.] 
MicHaEL D. Co.uins, Sealer. Salary, $3,000 per annum. DANIEL P. 
SULLIVAN, RAPHAEL Rosnosky, GEORGE J. REAGAN, Isaac F. 
BRown, JOHN J. Hicaerns, RicHarp E. JoycrE, EDWARD CARL. 
Salaries, $1,600 each per annum. 


[Office, Basement of Old Court-House, Court Square. ] 


The Sealer and Deputy Sealers are appointed also to seize illegal 
charcoal measures. (Pub. Stat., Chap. 60, § 88.) 

The standards in use are supplied by the Commonwealth, and are 
ultimately determined by the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey, 
Washington, D.C. The office was established by the statute of Febru- 
ary 26, 1800. Annual reports have been published since 1868. 


SINKING—FUNDS — STREET DEPARTMENT. 141 


SINKING-FUNDS DEPARTMENT. 
[Rev. Ord., Chap. 35.] 


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS. 


Henry R. REED, CHARLES H. ALLEN. Term ends in 1894. 

NATHANIEL J. RuST, SAMUEL JOHNSON. Term ends in 1895. 

A. Davis WELD, Chairman, JOSEPH H. GRAY. Term ends in 1896. 

ALFRED T. TURNER, Treasurer. (Pub. Stat., Chap. 29, § 10.) 
Salary, $700 per annum. 

JAMES H. DopGE, Secretary. Salary, $700 per annum. 


A Board of Commissioners of Sinking Funds for the payment or re- 
demption of the city debt was established by ordinance on December 
24, 1870. This Board consists of six members, two of whom are ap- 
pointed annually in February for a term of three years from May 1. 
The Board has published annual reports since 1871. 


DEPARTMENT FOR LAYING OUT STREETS. 
[Stat. 1870, Chap. 337; 1879, Chap. 198; 1880, Chap. 67; 1888, Chap. 397; 1890, Chap. 
323; Pub. Stat., Chap. 49, §§ 84-86; Rev. Ord., Chap. 37.] 
“Isaac S. BURRELL. Term ends in 1896. 
JoHN H. DUANE. Term ends in 1894. 
JOHN P. Dore, Chairman. Term ends in 1895. 
Salary, $3,000, each, per annum. 
JOHN W. Morrison, Clerk. 


The Department for Laying Out Streets is under the charge of the 
Board of Street Commissioners. One member of the Board is chosen 
by popular vote at the annual municipal election to serve for a term of 
three years from the first Monday in January. 


STREET DEPARTMENT. 
[Rev. Ord., Chap. 36; Chap. 43.] 


SUPERINTENDENT OF STREETS. 

Henry H. CARTER. Salary, $7,500. 

Henry B. Woon, Secretary and Executive Engineer. Salary, $2,600. 
[Office, City Hall.] 


By ordinance approved March 9, 1891, in amendment of Chapter 
18 of the Revised Ordinances of 1890, the Departments of Sewers, 
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Sanitary Police, and Bridges, and the office of Commissioner of 
Cambridge Bridges, were consolidated and placed under the admin- 
istrative control of the Superintendent of Streets. The Deputy Super- 
intendents in charge of Divisions are appointed by the Superintendent, 
with the approval of the Mayor. 


BRIDGE DIVISION. 


JOHN A. McLAUGHLIN, Deputy Superintendent. Salary, $3,000. 
[Office, 14 Beacon street.] 


The highway bridges within the limits of the city, whether con- 
structed over navigable waters or railroads, are under the supervision 
of the Superintendent of Streets, who appoints draw-tenders and other 
employees, and has charge of all repairs except such as affect the 
structure of the bridges. The latter are done under the supervision of 
the City Engineer. 


BRIDGES WHOLLY SUPPORTED BY THE CITY. 


1AGASsIz, in Back Bay Fens. 

ALLSTON, over Boston and Albany Railroad, at Cambridge street. 

ASHLAND STREET, in Ward 23, over Old Colony Railroad, Providence 
Division. 

ATHENS STREET, over New York and New England Railroad. 

\BEACON ENTRANCE, Back Bay Fens, over Boston and Albany Railroad. — 

BEACON STREET, over outlet to Back Bay Fens. 

BEACON STREET, over Boston and Albany Railroad. 

BERKELEY STREET, over Boston and Albany Railroad. 

BERKELEY STREET, over Old Colony Railroad, Providence Division. 

BLAKEMORE STREET, over Old Colony Railroad, Providence Division, 
Ward 23. 

BOLTON STREET, over New York and New England Railroad. 

1 BOYLSTON STREET, in Back Bay Fens. 

BOYLSTON STREET, over Boston and Albany Railroad. 

*BROADWAY, over Fort Point channel. Draw-tender, John C. Poole. 

Broapway, over Boston and Albany Railroad. 

BROOKLINE AVENUE, over Boston and Albany Railroad. 

BYRON STREET, over Boston, Revere Beach, and Lynn Railroad. 

' CHARLESGATE WEST, Back Bay Fens, over Boston and Albany Railroad. 

*CHARLES RIVER, over Charles river, from Boston to Charlestown. 
Draw-tender, Henry A. Bolan. 

*CHELSEA (South), over South channel of Mystic River. Draw-tender, 
Miles Koen. (Stat. 1868, Chap. 309, § 6.) 


'1In charge of the Park Commissioners. 
* Over navigable waters. 
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*CHELSEA STREET, from East Boston to Chelsea. Draw-tender, John 
Gill. 

COLUMBUS AVENUE, over Boston and Albany Railroad. 

*COMMERCIAL POINT, or Tenean, Ward 24. Draw-tender, Morton 
Alden. 

COMMONWEALTH AVENUE, over outlet to Back Bay Fens. 

*CONGRESS STREET, over Fort Point channel to A street, South Boston. 
Draw-tender, Cornelius J. Callahan. 

CORNWALL STREET, over Stony Brook, Ward 23. 

COTTAGE-STREET FOOT-BRIDGE, over Flats, East Boston. 

DARTMOUTH STREET, over the Boston and Albany and the Providence 
Division of the Old Colony Railroad. 

*D OVER STREET, over Fort Point Channel. Draw-tender, Francis O’Brien. 

1EvLLicotr ArcH, Franklin Park. 

*E EDERAL STREET, over Fort Point channel. Draw-tender, Daniel J. 
Holland. 

IFEN, Back Bay Fens. 

FERDINAND STREET, over Boston and Albany Railroad. 

FRANKLIN-STREET FOOT-BRIDGE, over Boston and Albany Railroad. 

GOLD-STREET FOOT-BRIDGE, over New York & New England R.R. 

HUNTINGTON AVENUE, over Boston and Albany Railroad. 

IRVINGTON STREET, foot-bridge over Old Colony Railroad, Providence 
Division. 

L STREET, over reserved channel, South Boston. 

LEYDEN STREET, over Boston, Revere Beach, and Lynn Weenies 

LINDEN PARK STREET, over Stony Brook. 

*MALDEN, over Mystic river, from Charlestown to Everett. Draw- 
tender, Daniel S. Lawrence. (Stat. 1874, Chap. 139.) 

* MERIDIAN STREET, from East Boston to Chelsea. Draw-tender, John F. 
Ormond. 

*MOUNT WASHINGTON AVENUE, over Fort Point channel. Draw-tender, 

1 NEPTUNE ROAD, over Boston, Revere Beach, and Lynn Railroad. 

? PUBLIC GARDEN FOOT-BRIDGE, over Public Garden pond. 

SHAWMUT AVENUE, over Boston and Albany Railroad. 

1 Stony Brook, Back Bay Fens. 

SWETT STREET, east of the New York and New England Railroad. 

SWETT STREET, west of the New York and New England Railroad. 

*WARREN, over Charles river, from Boston to Charlestown. Draw- 
tender, Matthew Welch. 


1Jn charge of the Park Commissioners. 
2In charge of the Superintendent of Public Grounds. 
* Over navigable waters. 
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WEST CHESTER PARK, over Boston and Albany Railroad. 

WEST CHESTER PARK, over Old Colony Railroad, Providence Division. 

West NEWTON STREET, over Old Colony Railroad, Providence Division 

West RUTLAND SQUARE FOOT-BRIDGE, over Old Colony Railroad, 
Providence Division. 

WinTtTHROP, from Breed’s Island to Winthrop. Draw-tender, John S. 
Tewksbury. 


BRIDGES OF WHICH BOSTON SUPPORTS THE PART WITHIN ITS LIMITS. 


*CAMBRIDGE STREET, over Charles river, from Brighton to Cambridge. 
Draw-tender, William Norton. 

CENTRAL AVENUE, over Neponset river, from Dorchester to Milton. 

*CHELSEA (North), over North channel of Mystic river. Draw-tender, 
Michael H. Enwright. 

*KSSEX STREET, over Charles river, from Brighton to Cambridge. Draw- 
tender, William H. Blanchard. (Stat. 1874, Chap. 220.) 

*GRANITE, over Neponset river, from Dorchester to Milton. Draw- 
tender, George H. Pike. 

LONGWOOD AVENUE, from Ward 22 to Brookline. 

MATTAPAN, from Dorchester to Milton. 

Mitton, from Dorchester to Milton. 

*NEPONSET, over Neponset river, from Dorchester to Quincy. Draw- 
tender, Edward F. Glavin. 

*NoRTH BEACON STREET, from Brighton to Watertown. Draw-tender, 
Michael J. Donahoe. 

*NorTH HARVARD STREET, from Brighton to Cambridge. Draw-tender, 
William Norton. (See Cambridge-street bridge.) 

SPRING STREET, from West Roxbury to Dedham. 

*WESTERN AVENUE, from Brighton to Cambridge. Draw-tender, William 
Norton. (See Cambridge-street bridge.) 

*\WESTERN AVENUE, from Brighton to Watertown. Draw-tender, Michael 
J. Donahoe. (See North Beacon-street bridge.) 


BRIDGES OF WHICH BOSTON PAYS A PART OF THE MAINTENANCE. 


ALBANY STREET, over Boston & Albany Railroad. 

*1 CANAL or CRAIGIE, over Charles river, from Boston to Cambridge. 
Draw-tender, Alfred W. Smith. 

DORCHESTER STREET, over Old Colony Railroad, Central Division. 

* HARVARD BRIDGE, over Charles river, from Boston to Cambridge. 
Draw-tender, Jams A. Gorman. 


* Over navigable waters. 
1 West Boston, Canal or Craigie’s, and Prison Point bridges are under the care of com- 
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*1 PRISON POINT, over Miller’s river, from Charlestown to Cambridge. 
Draw-tender, Nathaniel E. Story. 

*! WesT BOSTON BRIDGE, over Charles river, from Boston to Cambridge. 
Draw-tender, M. F. Corkery. 


All other bridges within the limits of Boston are supported wholly 
by the several railroad corporations whose tracks are located under 
them. 

PAVING DIVISION. 
CHARLES R. CuTTER, Deputy Superintendent. Salary, $3,000. 
[Office, City Hall.] 

Under direction of the Mayor, as Surveyor of Highways, the Su- 
perintendent of Streets has charge of paving and repairing the streets 
of the city ; also, of all sidewalks. 


SANITARY DIVISION. 
GEORGE W. ForRISTALL, Deputy Superintendent. Salary, $3,000. 
(Office, 12 Beacon street.] 


The Superintendent of Streets has charge of the removal of house 
dirt, offal, and ashes, and other noxious and refuse substances from 
yards and areas, and the care of the city teams and stables for these 
purposes. 

: SEWER DIVISION. 
HENRY W. SANBORN, Deputy Superintendent. Salary, $3,000. 
[Office, City Hall.] 

The general supervision of all sewers built, or permitted to be built, 
by the city, the charge of their building and repairs, and the regulation 
of private drains entering into common sewers, are among the duties 
of the Superintendent of Streets, who also has charge of all catch-basins, 
their construction and cleaning, and of the pumping-station and reser- 
voirs of the improved sewerage system. 


. MAIN DRAINAGE. 

By an order of the Board of Aldermen, approved Feb. 25, 1875, the 
Mayor was authorized to appoint a scientific commission of three 
members to examine the system of sewerage in this city, and to 
suggest any improvements which could be made therein. Accord- 


missioners, one of whom is appointed annually by the City of Cambridge and one by the 
City of Boston. The commissioners at the present time are Henry H. Carter, Superintend- 
ent of Streets, for Boston, and William J. Marvin, for Cambridge. Term of office, one 
year from the first of May. The expense of maintenance is paid, half by the City of Bos- 
ton, half by the City of Cambridge. (Stat. 1870,Chaps. 300, 302; Ord. 1892, Chap. 36, § 2). 
The Boston Commissioner has published annual reports since 1872- 

* Over navigable waters. 
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ingly, the following persons were selected by the Mayor for such com- 
mission: E. S. Chesbrough, of Chicago, Moses Lane, of Milwaukee, 
and Charles F. Folsom, M.D., of Boston, who submitted their report 
(City Doc. 3 of 1876), recomménding the construction of intercept- 
ing sewers, at a cost of about $6,000,000. On July 17, 1876, the sum of 
$40,000 was appropriated by the City Council for the purpose of making 
preliminary surveys for routes to Moon Island and to Castle Island. 
In 1877 the Joint Special Committee upon this subject reported (City 
Doc. 70), recommending the immediate undertaking of the project; 
and on August 9, 1877, a loan of $3,713,000 was authorized to meet the 
expense of constructing a large intercepting sewer from Charles river 
across the city, in a southerly direction, to Moon Island. A further 
sum of $1,500,000 was appropriated for this object in May, 1882, and 
$200,000 in June, 1885. On the first of January, 1884, construction was 
sufficiently advanced to permit the works being put in operation. 


STREET-—CLEANING DIVISION. 
Paine H. Jackson, Deputy Superintendent. Salary, $3,000. 
[Office, 12 Beacon street.] 


BOARD OF SURVEY. 
[Stat. 1891, Chap. 323.] 


HuGu O'BRIEN, Chairman. Salary, $4,500. 
CHARLES Morton. Salary, $4,000. 
Hueu E. Brapy. Salary, $4,000. 


J. H. JENKINS, Clerk. 
[Office, 53 State street.] 


In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 323 of the Acts of 1891, 
relating to the location, laying out, and construction of highways in the 
city of Boston, a Board of Survey was appointed by the Mayor, May 11, 
1891, and confirmed by the Board of Aldermen, and the sum of 
$500,000 was appropriated for the purposes specified in said act. The 
members of this Board hold office for three years from the first day of 
May, 1891, or until the work which they are authorized to do is sooner 
completed. 


SURVEYING DEPARTMENT. 
[Rev. Ord., Chap. 38.] 
PIERRE HUMBERT, JR., City Surveyor. Salary, $3,600. 
[Office, City Hall.] 
The Surveying Department is under the charge of the City Surveyor, 
who makes such surveys, plans, estimates, statements, and descriptions, 
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and takes such levels, as the City Government or any of its departments 
or committees may require. The office of City Surveyor was estab- 
lished by the ordinance of October 12, 1868. Annual reports have 
been issued since 1870. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


[Rev. Ord., Chap. 39.] 
ALFRED T. TURNER, City and County Treasurer. Salary, $6,000. 
[Office, City Hall.] 


The Treasurer has published yearly, and, since 1882, monthly reports. 
The first ‘‘ Treasurer for the Towne, and to keep the Towne’s booke,”’ 
chosen in 1641, was John Oliver. In 1636 John Cogan was chosen 
treasurer to build Fort Hill. 

See also Sinking-Funds Department. 


WATER-INCOME DEPARTMENT. 
[Rev. Ord., Chap. 40.] 
CornELivus F. Donerty, Water Registrar. Salary, $3,600. 
[Office, City Hall.] 

The Water-income Department, dealing with the revenues from water 
and with water-takers, is under the charge of the Water Registrar. The 
office of Water Registrar was established by the ordinance of October 
31, 1850. His annual reports, since 1851, appear in those of the Co- 
chituate and Boston Water Boards, and separately since 1890. 

The bills issued by the Water Registrar are payable to the City Col- 
lector. Cochituate rates are payable at City Hall, Boston; Mystic rates, 
at City Hall, Charlestown. 


WATER-SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 
[Stat. 1875, Chap. 80; Rev. Ord., Chap. 41.] 
BOSTON WATER BOARD. 
THomas F. Donerty. Term ends in 1894. 
ROBERT GRANT, Chairman. Term ends in 1895. 
JOHN W. LEIGHTON. ‘Term ends in 1896. 
Salary, $3,500, each, per annum; Chairman, $4,000. 
[Office, City Hall.] 
The first water-document published by the city of Boston appeared 
in 1825. The public introduction. of water from Lake Cochituate took 
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place on October 25, 1848. The history of the Boston Water Works up 
to January 1, 1868, has been written by Nathaniel J. Bradlee; from 
1868 to 1876, by Desmond FitzGerald; of the ‘‘ Additional Supply from 
Sudbury River,” by A. Fteley. In addition to the annual reports on the 
Cochituate supply, from 1850, and of the Mystic supply, from 1866, 
there are numerous special reports, By an act passed in 1875 (Chap. 
80), the City Council of Boston was authorized to unite the Cochituate 
and Mystic Water Boards under one board of three members, to be 
called the Boston Water Board. An ordinance to establish the Boston 
Water Board was passed March 22, 1876. 

The City Engineer is, ex officio, Engineer of the Water Department, 
has the general superintendence of all the works, and is in charge of 
new constructions. 

The Boston Water Works consist of the Cochituate Water Works, 
subdivided into two divisions, the Eastern and the Western, and the 
Mystic Water Works. } 

The Superintendent of the Eastern Division of the Cochituate Water 
Works (William J. Welch; salary, $3,500; office, 221 Federal street, 
Boston) has charge of the Cochituate water-system in the city, the 
pumping-stations at Chestnut Hill, East Boston, and West Roxbury, and 
the Parker Hill, East Boston, and South Boston reservoirs. 

The Superintendent of the Western Division of the Cochituate Water 
Works (Desmond FitzGerald ; salary, $3,500 ; office, Chestnut Hill reser- 
voir) has charge of the Sudbury and Cochituate aqueducts, the Sudbury- 
river basins, Lake Cochituate, and the Chestnut Hill, Fisher Hill, and 
Brookline reservoirs. 

The Superintendent of the Mystic Water Works (Eugene S. Sullivan; 
salary, $2,500; office, corner of Medford and Tufts streets, Charles- 
town) has charge of the entire Mystic water-supply, including the 
sewerage works at Winchester. 


MINOR OFFICERS. 
(Corrected to April 1, 1893.) 


The following public officers are paid by fees, and are appointed 
annually for one year from the first day of May: 


Beef, Weighers of. —[P.S., c. 60, §§ 1, 2; ¢. 65, §§ 27, 28.] Joel W. 
Bent, George L. Daniell, Frederick L. Dodge, Clarence Edwards, 
Arthur G. Lyon, Alexander A. McGahey, Jr., Herbert E. Mayo, 
Charles H. Shepley, Ernest T. Stratton. 

Boilers and Heavy Machinery, Weighers of.— [P.S., c. 65, § 30; c. 65, 
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§§ 27, 28.] L. T. Farnum, John Flynn, Thomas J. Flynn, George 
H. Hills, Alexander A. McGahey, Jr., Charles H. Shepley, James 
Morrison, Arthur N. Kearn, Ernest T. Stratton. 


Coal, Weighers of. —[P.S., c. 60, §§ 80-84; c. 65, §§ 27, 28.] Morton 
Alden, Frank E. Ames, James A. Anderson, Revere E. Atwood, 
William G. Bail, Frank T.. Barron, Nellie M. Baker, John L. Bateh- 
elder, Jr., John E. Brayman, Edwin C. Brown, Menzo Butler, 
William A. Campbell, John H. Card, Marcia E. Carpenter, Robert 
D. Carter, William C. Cherrington, Frederick E. Cleaves, Nelson 
B. Coil, Edward F. Coyle, Orville R. Cooper, Charles Taft Chapin, 
Charles E. Chapin, Ida A. Crosby, Harold L. Day, A. E. Dennis, 
F. W. Dickinson, Charles E. Dodge, John J. Doherty, Daniel J. 
Donovan, John J. Donovan, Joseph Drurey, John H. Duffill, Clarence: 
Edwards, William H. Eltz, John C. Felker, Jr., Daniel F. Flynn, John 
Flynn, L. F. Farnum, Arthur Lawton Fish, George F. Fiske, Albert 
Eaton, George B. Grant, Charles L. Hadley, Charles A. Hamann, 
Edward Hamlin, George P. Hamlin, Stephen Henton, Sidney C. 
Higgins, George H. Hills, Samuel Hosea, Jr., Louis J. Howard, 
Charles H. Huddleston, Frank B. Ingalls, Elisha F. James, Harry W. 
Johnson, Henry R. Jordan, Frank Joyce, Arthur N. Kearn, John 
Kelly, J. H. Kimball, Edward A. Kinney, William A. Lee, Clarence 
J. Libby, Harold McCausland, Alexander A. McGahey, Jr., William 
H. McKay, H. Frank McKenna, James F. McNamara, Joseph F. 
Mills, John Morrish, Robert G. Morrison, Thomas W. Mullen, 
Thomas J. Nyen, P. H. O’Brien, William F. O’Regan, Howland Otis, 
Edward E. Piper, James T. Pond, William T. Quinn, John Richard- 
son, Edward Robbins, Joseph W. Robbins, James Russell, William J. 
Seaver, Charles H. Shepley, Archie F. Smith, John H. Smith, John 
Steele, Austin E. Steere, James P. Stewart, Norman Q. "Stewart, 
Clinton C. Stickney, Ernest T. Stratton, Bartholomew Sullivan, 
Frank O. Thompson, Jesse W. Tooker, Howard Wade, Michael 
Walsh, Charles S. Wellington, John R. White, Henry C. Wilson, 
James F. Wilson, Andrew J. Wheeler, Herbert Whitcomb, Moses E. 
Young. 


Constables. — See Police Department. 


Fence- Viewers. — [P.S., c. 27, § 78; c. 36, §$ 1-19.] Woodbury L. Lewis 
and George H. Wiley. 


Field-Drivers and Pound-Keepers. — [P.S., e. 27, § 78; c. 36, §$ 20-41; 
c. 111, § 26.] Patrick J. Welch, in Brighton; Henry Griffith, in 
Dorchester ; Henry J. Murray, in East Boston ; Michael Wheyland, in 
West Roxbury; William T. McChesney, in South Boston; William 
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Cotter, in the Back Bay district; Sylvester E. Partridge, in Rox- 
bury. 

Grain, Measurers of. — [P.S., c. 60, §§$ 21-28; c. 65, §§ 27, 28; Rev. 
Reg., c. 4, § 9.] Horace W. Aitken, William Bentley, Stephen T. 
Campbell, Charles R. Clifford, Michael Collins, Cornelius Cowhig, 
Patrick T. Corcoran, James W. Crawford, F. W. Dickinson, John 
Doyle, Alton F. Dow, Michael Finn, Frank Folger, Carroll Gates, 
George Gourley, Daniel Hurley, Edward A. Kinney, A. A. MeGahey, 
Jr., Andrew I. Mosher, Henry B. Sellon, Charles H. Shepley, Alfred 
J. Sidwell, Walter E. Smith, John Steele, Loring H. Tucker, Richard 
Verling, James C. Winslow. 


Hay and Straw, Inspectors of Pressed or Bundled. — [P.S., c. 60, §§ 35- 
40.] Morton Alden, Israel M. Barnes, Edwin C. Brown, Charles 
R. Davis, John M. Davis, F. W. Dickinson, John H. Dunn, Patrick 
Dunn, Thomas B. Gammon, Edward A. Kinney, William Lincoln, 
Jairus L. Litchfield, Richard J. Moore, Andrew I. Mosher, Leslie 
A. Pike, Edward G. Stanley, Charles F. Thompson, Andrew N. 
Wyeth, Jr. 

Hay-Scales, Superintendents of. — [P.S., c. 60, §§ 32-34; Rev. Ord., 
e. 42, §§ 138,14.] William O’Connor, North scales; Edwin T. Frost, 
South Boston; Andrew W. Newman, Roxbury; Benjamin F. Paine, 
Brighton ; George A. Newhall, West Roxbury; Louis L. P. Atwood, 
West Roxbury ; Levi Chadbourne, South scales; William J. Mathers, 
East Boston. 

Hoops and Staves, Cullers of. — [P.S., c. 60, §§ 41-45.] 

Lime, Inspector of. — [P.S., ce. 60, §§ 46-52.] Patrick J. McCarthy. 


Marble, Freestone, and Soapstone, Surveyors of. — [P.S., c. 60, § 53; 
Rev. Reg., ce. 4; §§ 5-8.] William B. Bailey, William H. Cary. 


Petroleum and its Products, Inspectors of. — [P.S., c. 59, § 6; Rev. 


Reg., c. 4, § 10.] James H. Cleaves, N. Porter Cleaves, Robert 
F. Means. 


Undertakers. — See Health Department. 


Upper Leather, Measurers of. — [P.S., c. 62.] John J. Powers, Sewall 
B. Farnsworth. 

Vessels and Ballast, Weighers and Inspectors of. — [P.S., ¢. 69, §§ 13-22; 
Rev. Ord., ¢. 20.] John Kenney, Chief. John J. Caddigan, James 
Collins, Edward Hughes, Assistants. 


Wood and Bark, Measurers of. — [P.S., ¢. 60, §§ 72-78; Rev. Reg, 


ce. 4, § 11.] Morton Alden, Revere E. Atwood, William A. Camp- 
bell, Ida A. Crosby, John M. Davis, Harold L. Day, A. E. Dennis, 
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Daniel M. Dugan, Sidney C. Higgins, Samuel Hosea, Jr., George A. 
Newhall, Albert T. Orrall, Howland Otis, Frak T. Thompson, Howard 
Wade, Andrew J. Wheeler, J. Clarence Whitney, John W. Wiggin. 


WARDS AND PRECINCTS. 


The city is divided into twenty-five Wards, established in 1875 and 
1876. The Wards are defined in City Document 115 of 1875, supple- 
mented by the ordinance of May 27, 1876. The Precincts in the several 
Wards, 205 in number, were established by Orders of the Board of 
Aldermen approved on March 18 and 25, 1890. | 


ELECTION OFFICERS. 


Under Stat. 1884, Chap. 299, and Stat. 1889, Chap. 413, the Mayor 
appoints, with the approval of the Board of Aldermen, between the 
first and twentieth days of September, annually, a Warden, a Deputy 
Warden, a Clerk, a Deputy Clerk, four Inspectors, and four Deputy 
Inspectors, for each precinct, who serve for one year from the first day 
of November following their appointment. These officers are paid at 
the rate of $8.00 a day for actual service, with the exception of the 
Clerks, who are paid at the rate of $10.00 a day on condition that their 
records are kept to the satisfaction of the City Clerk. The election 
officers must represent the leading political parties. 


WARD-ROOMS. 
[Rev. Ord., Chap. 29.] 


Ward 1. — Chapman School-house, Eutaw st. 

Ward 2.— Armory Building, Maverick st. 

Ward 3. — Old Winthrop School-house, Bunker Hill st., Charlestown. 

Ward 4. — Bunker Hill Grammar School-house, Baldwin st., Charles- 
town. 

Ward 5. — Harvard Grammar School-house, Devens st., Charlestown. 

Ward 6. — Ware Primary School-house, North Bennet st. 

Ward 7.— Lodge for Wayfarers, Hawkins st. 

Ward 8. — Wells School-house, Blossom st. 

Ward 9. — Sharp Primary School-house, Anderson st. 

Ward 10.— School Committee Building, Mason st. 

Ward 11. — Prince School-house, Exeter st. 

Ward 12. — Public Market Building, cor. Pine and Washington sts. » 
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Ward 13.— Spelman Hall, Broadway. 
Ward 14.—Gray’s Hall, Broadway. 


Ward 15.—Court-room, Dorchester and West Fourth §sts., 


Boston. 
Ward 16. — Old Franklin School-house, Washington st. 
Ward 17. — Franklin School-house, Waltham st. 
Ward 18. — Rice Primary School-house, West Concord st. 
Ward 19. — Bath-house, Cabot st. 


South 


Ward 20. — Ward-room, Old Church Building, Vine, cor. Dudley st. 


Ward 21. — Dudley-street Opera House, Dudley st. 
Ward 22.— Primary School-house, Phillips st. 

Ward 23. — Curtis Hall, South st., West Roxbury. 

Ward 24.— Old Town Hall, Washington st., Dorchester. 
Ward 25.— Court-room, Washington st., Brighton. 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


18:9" 3.. 
Term expires January, 1894. 


Emity A. FIFIELD, JAMES A. MCDONALD, 
JAMES S. MuRPHY, HEnry D. HUGGAN, 
Wiiuram A. DuNN, SAMUEL H. WISE, 
CHARLES M. GREEN, THOMAS J. EMERY. 


Term expires January, 1895. 


SAMUEL B. CAPEN, ERNEST C. MARSHALL, 
EDWIN H. DARLING, LALIAH B. PINGREE, 
SIMON DaAvIs, SOLOMON SCHINDLER, 
RIcHARD C. HUMPHREYS, THOMAS F. STRANGE. 


Term expires January, 1896. 


WILLARD S. ALLEN, Isaac F. PAUL, 

WILLIAM 11’. EATON, FRED G. PETTIGROVE, 
CAROLINE E. HASTINGS, BENJAMIN B. WHITTEMORE, 
ELIZABETH C. KELLER, J. P. C. WINSHIP. 


OFFICERS OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


SAMUEL B. Capen, President. 
PHINEAS BarTEs, Secretary. 

WILLIAM J. PORTER, Auditing Clerk. 
AtvaH H. PEeTEers, Messenger. 
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Eight members of the School Committee are elected annually at the 
city election, by the voters at ‘large, including such women as may 
qualify for that purpose. Vacancies in the School Committee are 
filled for the remainder of the municipal year in a convention of the 
School Committee and the Board of Aldermen. (Stat. 1875, Chap. 
241; Pub. Stat., Chap. 44, § 22.) 

Regular meetings of the School Committee are held on the evenings 
of the second and fourth Tuesdays in each month, except in July and 
August. 

Office, Mason street, near West street. Open from 9 o’clock A.M. 
till 5 o’clock P.M. On Saturdays, from 9 o’clock A.M. till 2 o’clock P.M. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Accounts. — Benjamin B. Whittemore, Chairman; Messrs. Dunn, 
Darling, Allen, and Winship. 

ANNUAL REPORT. — Richard C. Humphreys, Chairman; Messrs. 
Huggan and Eaton. 

DRAWING. — James A. McDonald, Chairman; Mr. Green, Miss Pin- 
gree, Miss Hastings, and Mr. Paul. 

ELECTIONS. — William A. Dunn, Chairman; Messrs. Allen and Wise. 

EVENING SCHOOLS. — James S. Murphy, Chairman; Messrs. Schindler, 
Marshall, Paul, and Emery. 

EXAMINATIONS. — Elizabeth C. Keller, Chairman ; Messrs. Pettigrove, 
Strange, Winship, and Emery. 

Horace MANN SCHOOL. — Caroline E. Hastings, Chairman; Messrs. 
Huggan and Marshall. 

HYGIENE AND PHYSICAL TRAINING. — Caroline E. Hastings, Chairman ; 
Mrs. Keller, Messrs. McDonald, Marshall, and Winship. 

KINDERGARTENS. — Laliah B. Pingree, Chairman; Mrs. Fifield, Mrs. 
Keller, Messrs. Dunn and Huggan. 

LEGISLATIVE MATTERS. — Thomas F. Strange, Chairman; Messrs. 
Pettigrove and Capen. 

MANUAL TRAINING. — Emily A. Fifield, Chairman; Miss Pingree, 
Messrs. Murphy, Marshall, and Capen. 

Music. — Solomon Schindler, Chairman; Messrs. Whittemore, Hug- 
gan, Davis, and Paul. 

Nominations. — Richard C. Humphreys, Chairman; Miss Hastings, 
Messrs. McDonald, Allen, and Eaton. . 
RULES AND REGULATIONS. — Emily A. Fifield, Chairman; Messrs. 

Capen, Murphy, Darling, and Davis. 
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SALARIES. — Edwin H. Darling, Chairman; Messrs. Huggan, Allen, 
Wise, and Paul. 

ScHOOL-HOUSES. — Fred G. Pettigrove, Chairman; Messrs. Humph- 
reys, Strange, Schindler, and Eaton. 

SUPPLIES. — Richard C. Humphreys, Chairman; Messrs. Pettigrove, 
Murphy, Huggan, and Wise. 

TEXT-BOOKS. — Charles M. Green, Chairman; Messrs. Schindler, Mc- 
Donald, Mrs. Keller, and Mr. Davis. 

TRUANT-OFFICERS. — Simon Davis, Chairman; Messrs. Whittemore» 
McDonald, Dunn, and Wise. 


NORMAL, HIGH SCHOOL, AND DIVISION COMMITTEES. 


NorRMAL SCHOOL. — Fred G. Pettigrove, Chairman; Mrs. Fifield, Miss 
Pingree, Messrs. Strange and Winship. 

HicuH ScHoots. — Charles M. Green, Chairman ; Messrs. Capen, Davis, 
Dunn, and Whittemore. 

First Division. — Henry D. Huggan, Chairman; Messrs. Allen, Mar- 
shall, McDonald, and Pettigrove. 

Seconp Division. — Fred G. Pettigrove, Chairman; Mr. Allen, Mrs. 
Fifield, Messrs. Marshall and McDonald. 

Tuirp Division. — Edwin H. Darling, Chairman; Messrs. Dunn, 
Paul, Miss Pingree and Mr. Wise. 

FOURTH DIvIsIon.— Charles M. Green, Chairman; Messrs. Davis, 
Dunn, Miss Pingree, and Mr. Schindler. 

FirtH Division. — Solomon Schindler, Chairman; Messrs. Emery, 
Green, Miss Hastings, and Mr. Paul. 

SixtH Division. — William T. Eaton, Chairman; Messrs. Emery, 
Wise, Whittemore and Winship. 

SEVENTH Division. — Richard C. Humphreys, Chairman; Mr. Eaton, 
Miss Hastings, Messrs. Murphy, and Strange. 

E1iegHtTH Division. — Elizabeth C. Keller, Chairman; Messrs. Capen, 
Davis, Mrs. Fifield, and Mr. Winship. 

Nintu Division.—Emily A. Fifield, Chairman; Mr. Humphreys, 
Mrs. Keller, Messrs. Strange and Whittemore. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS. 


EDWIN P. SEAVER, Waban, Mass. Office hours, Mondays to Fridays, 
1 to 2 P.M. 
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. 


ELLis PETERSON, 305 Chestnut avenue, near Green street, Jamaica 
Plain. Office hour, Thursday, 4.30 to 5.30 P.M. 

RoBert C. METCALF, 97 Mt. Pleasant avenue, Roxbury. Office hour, 
Saturday, 11 A.M. to 12 M. | 

JOHN KNEELAND, 81 Winthrop street, Roxbury. Office hour, 
Wednesday, 4.30 P.M. 

GEORGE H. ConLeEy, 20 Wyoming street, Roxbury. _ Office hour, 
Monday, 4.30 P.M. 

Mrs. Louisa P. Horpxrns, 118 Charles street. Office hour, Wednesday, 
4.30 P.M. 

GrorGE H. Martin, 388 Summer street, Lynn. Office hour, Thursday, 
4.30 to 5.30 P.M. 


Regular meetings of the Board of Supervisors on the Friday fol- 
lowing each regular meeting of the School Committee, at 2.30 P.M. 
Office hour at School Committee Building, Mason street. 


DIVISIONS OF SCHOOLS. 


Normal School and Rice Training School. 

Latin School, Girls’ Latin School, English, Girls’, Roxbury, Dor- 
chester, Charlestown, West Roxbury, Brighton, and East Boston High 
Schools. 


First Division. — Adams, Chapman, Emerson, Lyman. 

SeconpD Divisron.— Bunker Hill, Frothingham, Harvard, Prescott, 
Warren. 

TarrD Division. — Bowdoin, Eliot, Hancock, Phillips, Wells. 

FourtH Division. — Brimmer, Prince, Quincy, Winthrop. 

Freta Division. — Dwight, Everett, Franklin, Hyde, Sherwin. 

SrxtH Division. — Bigelow, Gaston, John A. Andrew, Lawrence, Lin- 
coln, Norcross, Shurtleff, Thomas N. Hart. 

SEVENTH Diviston.—Comins, Dearborn, Dillaway, Dudley, George 
Putnam, Hugh O’Brien, Lewis, Martin. 

EieutH Division. — Agassiz, Bennett, Bowditch, Charles Sumner, 
Lowell, Robert G. Shaw, Washington, Allston. 

Nintu Division. — Edward Everett, Gibson, Harris, Henry L. Pierce, 
Mather, Minot, Stoughton, Tileston. 
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HOLIDAYS AND VACATIONS. 


Every Saturday ; the first Monday in September ; the half day before 
Thanksgiving day, and the remainder of the week; one week, begin- 
ning with Christmas day; New Year’s day; the Twenty-second of Feb- 
ruary; Good Friday; Fast day; the week immediately preceding the 
second Monday in April; Decoration day; the Seventeenth of June; 
and to the Primary Schools from the Friday preceding the week of 
graduating exercises of the schools in June, and to the Normal, High, 
and Grammar Schools from their respective graduating exercises, to the 
first Wednesday in September. 

A full list of the schools and teachers will be found in the ‘* Manual 
of the Public Schools of the City of Boston, 1893,” copies of which may 
be obtained of the School Committee. 


TRUANT-OFFICERS. 


George Murphy, Chief, 20 Atherton street, Roxbury. 

Charles E. Turner, 741 Saratoga street, East Boston. Adams, Chap- 
man, Emerson, and Lyman Districts. 

Charles S. Wooffindale, 257 Bunker Hill street. Bunker Hill, Frothing- 
ham, Harvard, Prescott, and Warren Districts. 

James P. Leeds, 1004 Boylston street, Dorchester. Eliot and Hancock 
Districts. 

George M. Felch, 10 Myrtle street. Phillips, Bowdoin, Prince, and Wells 
Districts. 

Richard W. Walsh, 5 Woodville street, Roxbury. Quincy, Brimmer, 
and Winthrop Districts. 

A. M. Leavitt, 87 W. Cottage street. Dwight, Everett, Franklin, and 
Rice Districts. 

Amos Schaffer, 805 Washington street. Lawrence and Norcross Districts. 

James Bragdon, 15 Atlantic street, South Boston. Gaston, Lincoln, and 
Thomas N. Hart Districts. 

Jeremiah J. Swett, 75 W. Cottage street, Roxbury. Hugh O’Brien, 
Edward Everett, and Mather Districts. 

William B. Shea, 8 School street, Dorchester. Gibson, Harris, Henry 
L. Pierce, Minot, Stoughton, and Tileston Districts. 

Frank Hasey, 2 Laurel street, Dorchester. Dearborn, Lewis, and George 
Putnam Districts. 

Henry M. Blackwell, 107 Brook avenue, Roxbury. Dudley, Dillaway, 
and Lowell Districts. 


TEACHERS AND PUPILS. Abe) 


Daniel J. Sweeney, 237 Webster street, East Boston. Comins, Martin 
Hyde, and Sherwin Iistricts. 

Warren J. Stokes, corner Centre and Corey streets, West Roxbury, 
Agassiz, Bowditch, Charles Sumner, and Mt. Vernon Districts. 

Hannibal F. Ripley, 13 Harvard avenue, Allston. Bennett and Allston 
Districts. 

Charles B. Wood, Hotel Dunbar, Roxbury. John A. Andrew, Bigelow, 
and Shurtleff Districts. . 


Truant-office, 12 Beacon street. Office hour from 1 to 2 P.M. 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS, TEACHERS, AND PUPILS. 


January 81, 1898. 
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COUNTY OFFICERS. 
(All debts and expenses of the County of Suffolk are borne by the City of Boston.) 
SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT. 


Clerk. — John Noble. Salary, $5,000 from the County and $1,500 from 
the Commonwealth. Elected by the people, in 1891, for five years. 
Assistant Clerk. —Clarence H. Cooper. Salary, $2,500. 


MASTERS IN CHANCERY. 
(Appointed by the Governor and Council, paid by the County.) 


Edward J. Jones, Boston. Term expires May, 1893 
Edwin H. Darling, Boston. = a June, 1893 
George P. Sanger, Jr., Boston. - z June, 1893 
Charles E. Grinnell, Boston. os 7 July, 1893 
David H. Coolidge, Boston. rhs oy January, 1894 
Henry W. Bragg, Boston. as ‘ February, 1894 
James C. Davis, Boston. ay 4 March, 1894 
Henry H. Smith, Hyde Park. i aS April, 1896 
John H. Sherburne, Boston, Ae as January, 1897 
Henry 8S. Dewey, Boston, fs ‘ February, 1898 
James F. Farley, 1, ss February, 1898 


SUPERIOR COURT FOR CIVIL BUSINESS. 


Clerk. — Joseph A. Willard, First Session, Court-House, Pemberton 
square. Salary, $6,500. Elected %y the people, in 1891, for five 
years, from January, 1892. 

First Assistant Clerk. — Edward A. Willard, Second Session, Court- 
House, Pemberton square. Salary, $2,600. 

Second Assistant Clerk. — Henry C. Meserve, Fourth Session, Court- 
House, Pemberton square. Salary, $2,500. 

Third Assistant Clerk. —'Theodore M. Osborne, Fifth Session, 30 Pem- 
berton square. Salary, $2,500. 

Fourth Assistant Clerk. — Daniel W. Bullard, Third Session, 30 Pem- 
berton square. Salary, $2,500. 

Fifth Assistant Clerk. — Henry E. Bellew. Salary, $2,200. 

Stenographers. —J. M. W. Yerrington, James P. Bacon, W. K. Armis- 
tead, Walter Rogers. Appointed by the Court. Salary, $2,500 each. 


SUPERIOR COURT FOR CRIMINAL BUSINESS. 


Clerk of Court. —John P. Manning. Salary, $6,000. Elected by the 
people, in 1891, for five years. Court-Llouse, Pemberton square. 
[Pub. Stat., Chap. 10, § 3; Stat. 1888, Chap. 257.] 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY. 
(Paid by the Commonwealth.) 

District Attorney. — Oliver Stevens. Salary, $5,000. Elected by the 
people, in 1892, for three years from the first Wednesday of January, 
1893. [Pub. Stat., Chap. 10, § 2.] 

First Assistant District Attorney. — Frederick E. Hurd.: Salary, $3,300. 
Second Assistant. — Michael J. Sughrue. Salary, $2,500. Appointed 
by the District Attorney. 

Clerk to District Attorney.— John H. Casey. Salary, $1,800. Ap- 
pointed by the District Attorney. 

[Office, Court House, Pemberton square.] 
SHERIFF. 

Sheriff and Jailer.— John B. O’Brien. Salary as sheriff, $3,000; as 
jailer, $1,000; and room and board at the jail. Elected by the peo- 
ple, in 1889, for three years. [Pub. Stat., Chap. 10, § 5.] 

Deputy Sheriffs [Pub. Stat., Chap. 25, §§ 2, 3] appointed by the 
Sheriff: | 

Deputy Sheriffs for Service of Writs. 
Fred H. Seavey, Special Sheriff. 


John B. Fitzpatrick, Frederick P. Knapp. 

Thomas Fee, John F. Kelly, 

James A. Hussey, Joseph P. Silsby, Jr. 
Deputy Sheriffs for Court Duty. 

James F. Goodwin, Robert Herter, 

William W. Campbell, John Leahy, 

Henry F. Spach, John R. Rea. 

Daniel Noonan, William G. Tyler, 

John Newell, Daniel A. Cronin, 


J. G. Fennessey. 


COMMISSIONERS OF INSOLVENCY. 
Commissioners of Insolvency. — Frank P. Magee, Henry Austin, Alfred 

L. Baury. Elected by the people, in 1892, for three years. 

COURTS OF PROBATE AND INSOLVENCY. 
[Court House, Pemberton Square] 
Judge. — John W. McKim. Salary, $5,000. 
Register. — Elijah George. Salary, $3,000. 
Assistant Register. — Ebenezer Gay. Salary, $2,800. 
Clerk. — James L. Crombie. Salary, $1,200. 

The Judge of Probate is appointed by the Governor. The Register 
was elected by the people, in 1888, for five years. [Pub. Stat., Chap. 
10, § 4.] 

They are paid by the Commonwealth. 
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REGISTRY OF DEEDS. 
[Office, Court square.] 


Register of Deeds. — Thomas F, Temple. Elected by the people, in 1891, 
for three years. [Pub. Stat., Chap. 10, § 9.] 

Assistant Register. — Charles W. Kimball. Appointed by the Register. 
[Pub. Stat., Chap. 24, § 9.] 


MEDICAL EXAMINER DISTRICTS. : 


The city is divided into two districts by aline running from the Essex- 
st. bridge, through Brighton avenue, to Beacon street; thence through 
Beacon street to Park street ; thence through Park, Tremont, Winter, and 
Summer streets, to the water. (See Proceedings of the Board of Alder- 
men, Sept. 5, 1881.) 


Medical Examiners. — Francis A. Harris, 59 Chambers street; Frank 
W. Draper, 304 Marlborough street. Salaries, $4,000 each. 

Associate Medical Examiner. — George Stedman, 110 Newbury street. 
Salary, $666. All appointed by the Governor. [Pub. Stat., Chap. 
25. ] 


County Treasurer. — Alfred T. Turner. 
County Auditor. — James H. Dodge. 
County Commissioners. — The Mayor and Aldermen of Boston. 


MUNICIPAL COURTS IN 1893. 


MUNICIPAL COURT OF BOSTON. 

(Judicial District, Wards 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16, 17, and 18. Court House, Pem- 
berton square. Jurisdiction within district, Acts of 1876, Chap. 240, and throughout 
the city, Acts of 1877, Chap. 187.) 

Chief Justice. — William E. Parmenter. Salary, $4,300. 

Associate Justices. — William J. Forsaith, John H. Hardy, Frederick 
D. Ely, John H. Burke. Salary, $4,000 each. ([Stats. of 1887, Chap. 
163. ] 

Special Justice. —George Z. Adams. 


Terms of the Court. 


Kor Crvit Business. — Every Saturday at 9 A.M., for trial of civil 
causes not exceeding $1,000. 
Clerk. —John F. Brown. Salary, $3,000. Appointed by the Governor. 
Assistant. —Orsino G. Sleeper. Salary, $2,500. 
Second Assistant. — Oscar F. Timlin. Salary, $2,000. 
Third Assistant. — Henry R. W. Browne. Salary, $1,500. 
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For CRIMINAL Business. — Every day in the week (Sundays and 
legal holidays excepted), at 9 A.M., for the, trial of criminal causes. 
Clerk. — Frederic C. Ingalls. Salary, $3,000. Appointed by the Goy- 

ernor. : 

Assistant Clerk. — Edward J. Lord. Salary, $2,000. 
Assistant Clerk. — William H. Libby. Salary, $1,800. 
Assistant Clerk. — William W. Davis. Salary, $1,600. 
Assistant Clerk. — Sidney P. Brown. Salary, $1,400. 
Assistant Clerk. — Edward H. Cutler. Salary, $1,400. 


MUNICIPAL. COURT, ROXBURY DISTRICT. 


(Jurisdiction, Wards 19, 20, 21, and 22. Court-House, Old Washington School- 
house, Roxbury street.) 

Justice. —Solomon A. Bolster. Salary, $2,500. 

Special Justice. — Walter S. Frost. 

Olerk. —Giles H. Rich. Salary, $1,200. Appointed by the Governor. 

Assistant. — Maurice J. O’Connell. Salary, $1,000. 


The Court sits for transaction of criminal business every week-day, 
except legal holidays, commencing at 9 o’clock A.M. 

For the return and entry of civil actions, every Saturday, at 10 o’clock 
A.M. 

For the trial of civil actions, every Tuesday, at 10 o’clock A.M. 


MUNICIPAL COURT, SOUTH BOSTON DISTRICT. 
(Jurisdiction, Wards 13, 14, and 15. Court-House, Dorchester street, at the corner 
of West Fourth street.) 
Justice. — Robert 1. Burbank.’ Salary, $2,500. 
Special Justices. — Joseph D. Fallon and Charles J. Noyes. 
Clerk. — Frank J. Tuttle. Salary, $1,400. Appointed by the Governor. 
Assistant. — Adrian B. Smith. Salary, $600. 


The Court sits for the transaction of criminal business every week- 
day, except legal holidays, commencing at 9 o’clock A.M. | 

For the return and entry of civil actions, every Saturday, from 9 A.M 
until 12 M. 

For the trial of civil actions, every Tuesday, at 11 o’clock A.M. 


EAST BOSTON DISTRICT COURT. 
(Jurisdiction, Wards land 2, Boston, and Town of Winthrop. Court-House, at 
Public Library building, Meridian street, East Boston.) 
Justice. — William H. H. Emmons. Salary, $2,200. 
Special Justices. — James L. Walsh and Albert E. Clary. 
Clerk. — Willard S. Allen. Salary, $1,400. Appointed by the Gov- 
ernor. 


1 Deceased, May 6, 1893. 
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The Court sits for the transaction of criminal business every week- 
day, except legal holidays, commencing at 9 o’clock A.M. 

For the return and entry of civil actions, every Saturday, at 9 o’clock 
A.M. 


MUNICIPAL COURT, BRIGHTON DISTRICT. 
(Jurisdiction, Ward 25. Court-House, Old Town Hall.) 


Justice. — Henry Baldwin, Salary, $1,600. 
Special Justices. — James H. Rice and Chas. A. Barnard. 


The Court sits for the transaction of criminal business every week- 
day, except holidays, commencing at 9 A.M. 
For the return and entry of civel actions, every Saturday, at 9 A.M. 


MUNICIPAL COURT, WEST ROXBURY DISTRICT. 
(Jurisdiction, Ward 23. Court-House, Seaverns avenue, Jamaica Plain. ) 


Justice. —J. M. F. Howard. Salary, $1,600. 
Special Justices. — George R. Fowler and Henry Austin. 
Clerk. — Edward W. Brewer. Salary, $800. 


The Court sits for the transaction of criminal business, every week- 
day, except legal holidays, commencing at 9 o’clock A.M. 

For the return and entry of civéd business, every Saturday, until 12 
o’clock, noon. 

Trials (civil cases), Mondays, at 2.30 P.M. 

Communications by mail to be directed ‘‘Court-room, Jamaica 
Plain.” 


MUNICIPAL COURT, CHARLESTOWN DISTRICT. 
(Jurisdiction, Wards 3, 4,5. Court-House, Old City Hall, City square.) 


Justice. —Henry W. Bragg. Salary, $2,200. 

Special Justices. — Joseph H. Cotton and Simon Davis. 

Clerk. — William J. Hatton. Salary, $1,300. Appointed by the Gov- 
ernor. 

Assistant Clerk. — Charles Sullivan. 


The Court sits for the transaction of business each day, at 9 o’clock 
A.M. 
For civil business, every Thursday at 9 A.M. } 
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MUNICIPAL COURT, DORCHESTER DISTRICT. 
(Jurisdiction, Ward 24. Court-House, Field’s Corner.) 


Justice. — Joseph R. Churchill. Salary, $1,600. 
Special Justices. — George M. Reed, George A. Fisher. 
Clerk. — N. Thomas Merritt, Jr. Salary, $900. 


The Court sits for the transaction of criminal business each day, at 


9 o’clock A.M. 
For civil business, on Saturday, at 9.30 A.M. 


PROBATION OFFICERS. 


[Stat. 1891, Chap. 356.] 


Municipal Court. Names of Officers. P.O. Address. 

Boston . . (Vacancy by death of Edward H. Savage.) 
Brighton . . Henry P. Kennedy . Brighton. 
Charlestown . Nathaniel Leonard . Charlestown. 
Dorchester. . Alvin I. Phillips . . Freeman st., Dorchester. 
East Boston . Calvin A. Littlefield. 384 Princeton st., East Boston. 
Roxbury . . William A. Blossom. 26 Cedar st., Roxbury. 
South Boston. George N. Parker . 437 Fourth st., South Boston. 
West Roxbury. Daniel M. Hammond, Court Room, Jamaica Plain. 


COUNTY AND CITY COURTS. 


The Justices’ Court for the County of Suffolk (civil business) was 
established in 1822, simultaneously with the Police Court of the City of 
Boston. The duties of this court were discharged by the Justices of 
the Police Court. The jurisdiction of the Justices’ Court was transferred 
to the Police Court for civil business, June 1, 1860. The names of the 
successive justices and their terms of office are given below. In 1866 
this court was succeeded by the Municipal Court of the City of Boston. 


JUSTICES OF THE POLICE COURT, AND OF THE JUSTICES’ COURT FOR 
THE COUNTY OF SUFFOLK. 


Benjamin Whitman, 1822 to 1833, Senior Justice. 
William Simmons, 1822 to 1843. 
Henry Orne, 1822 to 1830. 
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John Gray Rogers, 1831 to 1866. 
James Cushing Merrill, 1834 to 1852. 
Abel Cushing, 1843 to 1858. 

Thomas Russell, 1852 to 1858. 
Sebeus C. Maine, 1858 to 1866. 
George D. Wells, 1858 to 1864. 
Edwin Wright, 1864 to 1866. 


JUSTICES OF THE MUNICIPAL COURT. 


John W. Bacon, Chief Justice, 1866 to 1871. 
Mellen Chamberlain, 1866 to 1878. Chief Justice, 1871 to 1878. 
Francis W. Hurd, 1866 to 1870. 

Joseph M. Churchill, 1870 to 1886. 

William E. Parmenter, 1871. Chief Justice, 1883. 
J. Wilder May, Chief Justice, 1878 to 1883. 
William J. Forsaith, 1882. 

Matthew J. McCafferty, 1883 to 1885. 

John H. Hardy, 1885. 

Benjamin R. Curtis, 1886 to 1891. 

Frederick D. Ely, 1888. 

John H. Burke, 1891. 


COURT-HOUSE COMMISSION. 


By Chap. 377, Acts of 1885, Sotomon B. Stespins, THomas J. 
WHIDDEN, and GODFREY MORSE, commissioners previously appointed 
by the Mayor to make preliminary arrangements for the erection of a 
new Court House, were authorized to select and take land in behalf of 
the city for that purpose, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and to 
erect a suitable building thereon. Under this authority, 67,208 square 
feet of land have been taken on Pemberton square and Somerset street. 
By. Chap. 122, Acts of 1886, authority was given this commission to 
take additional estates on Pemberton square and Somerset street, aggre- 
gating 17,854 square feet, for the purpose of accommodating the Reg- 
istry of Deeds and the Registry of Probate. George A. Clough is the 
architect of the new building. The Commissioners receive a salary of 
$2,000, each, per annum. 


ORATORS 


OF BOSTON. 
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ORATORS OF BOSTON. 


APPOINTED BY THE PUBLIC AUTHORITIES. 


1771 James Lovell, A.M. 


1772 
1773 
1774 
1775 
1776 
1777 


1783 
1784 
1785 
1786 
1787 
1788 
1789 
1790 
1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 


Dr. Joseph Warren. 

Dr. Benjamin Church. 
Hon. John Hancock. 

Dr. Joseph Warren. 

Rev. Peter Thacher, A.M. 
Benjamin Hichborn. 


Dr. John Warren. 
Benjamin Hichborn. 
John Gardiner. 
Jonathan L. Austin. 
Thomas Dawes, Jun. 
Harrison Gray Otis. 
Samuel Stillman, D.D. 
Edward Gray. 


Thomas Crafts, Jun., A.M. 


Joseph Blake, Jun. 
John Quincy Adams. 
John Phillips. 

George Blake. 

John Lathrop, Jun., A.M. 
John Callender. 

Josiah Quincy. 

John Lowell, Jun. 
Joseph Hall. 

Charles Paine. 

Rev. William Emerson. 
William Sullivan, A.M. 
Dr. Thomas Danforth. 
Warren Dutton. 

Francis Dana Channing. 
Peter Thacher. 


For the Anniversary of the Boston Massacre, March 5, 1770. 


1778 Jonathan Williams Austin. 
1779 William Tudor. 

1780 Jonathan Mason, Jun. 
1781 Thomas Dawes, Jun. 

1782 George Richards Minot. 
1783 Dr. Thomas Welsh. 


1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 


1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
| 1826 


1827 


For the Anniversary of National Independence, July 4, 1776. 


Andrew Ritchie, Jun. 

William Tudor, Jun. 

Alexander Townsend. 

James Savage. 

Benjamin Pollard. 

Hon. Edward St. Loe Liver- 
more. 

Benjamin Whitwell. 

Lemuel Shaw. 

George Sullivan. 

Edward T. Channing. 

Francis C. Gray. 

Franklin Dexter. 

Theodore Lyman, Jun. 

Charles G. Loring. 

John C, Gray. 

Charles Pelham Curtis. 

Francis Bassett. 

Charles Sprague. 

Josiah Quincy, Mayor of the 
City. 

William Powell Mason. 


| 1828 Bradford Sumner. 


1829 
1830 


James T. Austin. 
Hon. Alexander H. Everett.’ 
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1831 Rev. Prof. John G. Palfrey. | 1863 Oliver Wendell Holmes. 


1832 Josiah Quincy, Jr. 1864 Ilon. Thomas Russell. 
1833 Edward G. Prescott. 1865 Rev. Jacob M. Manning. 
1834 Richard S. Fay. 1866 Rev. S. K. Lothrop, D.D. 
1835 George S. Hillard. 1867 Rev. George H. Hepworth. 
1836 Henry W. Kinsman. 1868 Samuel Eliot, LL.D. 
1837 Jonathan Chapman. 1869 Hon. Ellis W. Morton. 
1838 Rev. Hubbard Winslow. 1870 William Everett. 
1839 Ivers James Austin. 1871 General Horace Binney 
1840 Thomas Power. Sargent. 
1841 George Ticknor Curtis. 1872 Charles Francis Adams, Jr. 
1842 Hon. Horace Mann. 1873 Rev. John F. W. Ware. 
1843 Charles Francis Adams. 1874 Hon. Richard Frothingham. 
1844 Peleg W. Chandler. 1875 Rey. James Freeman 
1845 Charles Sumner. Clarke. 
1846 Fletcher Webster. 1876 Hon. Robert C. Winthrop. 
1847 Hon. Thomas G. Cary. 1877 Hon. William Wirt Warren. 
1848 Joel Giles. 1878 Joseph Healy. 
1849 William W. Greenough. 1879 Henry Cabot Lodge. 
1850 Edwin P. Whipple. 1880 Robert Dickson Smith. 
1851 Hon. Charles Theodore | 1881 Hon. George Washington 

Russell. Warren. 
1852 Rev. Thomas Starr King. 1882 His Excellency John Davis 
1853 Timothy Bigelow. Long. 
1854 Rev. A. L. Stone. 1883 H. Bernard Carpenter. 
1855 Rev. A. A. Miner. | 1884 Harvey N. Shepard. 
1855 Edward Griffin Parker. 1885 Thomas J. Gargan. 
1857 Rev. William Rounseville | 1886 Geo. Fred. Williams. 

Alger. 1887 John E. Fitzgerald. 
1858 John S. Holmes. 1888 William E. L. Dillaway. 
1859 George Sumner. 1889 Gen. John L. Swift. 
1860 Hon. Edward Everett. 1890 Albert E. Pillsbury. 
1861 Hon. Theophilus Parsons. 1891 Josiah Quincy. 


1862 Hon. George Ticknor Curtis. | 1892 John R. Murphy. 


Note.— All the addresses delivered by the annual orators were published, except those 
of 1806, 1812, and 1852. The orations of 1792, 1798, 1804, 1807, 1808, 1809, 1811, 1816, 1821, 
1850, 1854, 1859, and 1876 went through a second edition each; those of 1863 and 1876 were 
published also in a more elegant form; those of 1842 and 1845 went through four editions, 
each; that of 1857 through five. The orations from 1771 to 1788, and the large-paper editions 
of the orations of 1863 and 1876, are in quarto, all others in octavo. 

The names given above are copied from the orations as officially published. The 
Massacre orations were reprinted in a volume in 1785, by Peter Edes, and again in 1807. 
For the orators from 1771 to 1851, inclusive, see ‘‘ The Hundred Boston Orators,” by James 
Spear Loriog (Boston, 1852); and the appendix to the oration of 1889, for the full names of 
the orators from 1783 to 1889, inclusive. 


MAYORS. 


MAYORS OF THE CITY OF BOSTON, 


FROM 1822 TO THE PRESENT TIME. 
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NAME. 


John Phillips... 


ORIANS CUMIN CY eis ielleiseu st sa 


Harrison Gray Otis... 
Charles Wells. ..... 
Theodore Lyman, Jr.. . 


Samuel T. Armstrong... 


Samuel A. Eliot.... 
Jonathan Chapman... 


Martin Brimmer .... 


PENOMAS Ae DAVIS’. oe ss 


Josiah Quincy, Jr... . 
John P. Bigelow .... 
Benjamin Seaver .... 
Jerome V.C. Smith... 
Alexander H. Rice ... 
Frederic W. Lincoln, Jr. 


Joseph M. Wightman... . 


Frederic W. Lincoln, Jr. 


LLIB UNOLCYORM ) roe ees. vel cc 


Nathaniel B. Shurtleff . 


William Gaston. .... 


Henrys: Pierce’. s.) ss 


Samuel C.,COv brew steel onc 


Frederick O. Prince. . . 


Henry L. Pierce. ..... 


Frederick O. Prince. . . 


Samuel A. Green.... 


PAIUOPU EC aIMOT vl otis yc st 


Place and Date of Birth. 


Boston... . 


Dorchester. . 


Boston. .... 


Roxbury... . 


Brookline .... 


IBOStOM css ralas 


Groton sects 


Roxbury... 
Conway, N.H. 
Newton ... 


Boston a ee 


. Nov. 26, 1770 
- Feb. 4, 1772 
- Oct. 8, 1765 
- Dec. 30, 1786 
- Feb. 19, 1792 
. Apr. 29, 1784 
- Mar. 
. dan. 23, 1807 


5, 1798 


. dune 8, 1793 
Dec. 11, 1798 
. Jan. 17, 1802 
. Aug. 25, 1797 
- Apr. 12, 1795 
. duly 20, 1800 
. Aug. 30, 1818 
. Feb. 27, 1817 
. Oct. 19, 1812 
+ Feb. 27, 1817 


- » Nov. 2, 1811 
- - dune 29, 1810 


Killingly, Conn. 
Stoughton, Mass... Aug. 23, 1825 


[Pannton.)sacite 


Boston yer) esis 
Stoughton, Mass. . 
ate of o AN LG LOLS 


Boston. 


Groton. s) a's es 


Candia, N.H.. . 


- Oct. 3, 1820 
- May 22, 1826 
. Jan. 18, 1818 
Aug. 23, 1825 


. Mar. 16, 1830 
. dan. 17, 1831 


Died. 


May 29, 1823 
1, 1864 
28, 1848 
3, 1866 


July 
Oct. 
June 
July 17, 1849 
March 26, 1850 
Jan. 
May 25, 1848 
April 25, 1847 
Nov. 22, 1845 
Nov. 
July 4, 1872 
Feb. 14, 1856 
Aug. 20, 1879 


29, 1862 


2, 1882 


Jan. 25, 1855 


5, 1882 
17, 1874 


Sept. 
Oct. 


Feb. 18, 1891 


May 21, 1887 


. |1873 


Term of 


Service. 


1822 . 

1823-28 . 
1829-31 . 
1832-33 . 
1834-35 . 


1836. . 


1837-39 . 
1840-42 . 
1843-44 . 


1845 .. 


1846-48 . 
1849-51 , 
1852-53 . 
1854-55 . 


. (1856-57 . 


1858-60 . 
1861-62. 
1863-66 . 
1867 . 
1868-70 . 


. {1871-72 . 


1874-76 . 


1877 .. 


. |1878 
. |18 79-81. 


1882 .°. 


1883 . 


1 
6 
3 
2 
2 
1 
3 
3 
2 
1 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
4 
1 
3 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
3 
1 
a 
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MAYORS OF THE CITY OF BOSTON. — Concluded. 


2 : ‘ Term of 

NAME. Place and Date of Birth. Died. Rarcicas 
Augustus P. Martin. .... A Dpot; Maine Wen INOV 23, LSaD lteuenicl ats eons 1884 . .1 
HushO7Brien’.. 4... 3 Sea IPELANG ton ete be deine ASMP IBY TEP lar 6 a Gch Ge a 1885-88 . 4 
ThomaswN./Hart’. (sie « |. North Reading . . Jan. 20,1829 }........ 1889-90 . 2 
Nathan Matthews, Jr.. ...{| Boston. ..... Mar.P28 518545 \"ia 1s. a6 iste be 1891... 


The election of Mayor for 1845 was more warmly contested than in 
any former year. There were not less than eight several ballotings by 
the citizens. At the eighth trial, on the twenty-first of February, 
Thomas A. Davis was elected. 

In the meantime, from January to February 27, 1845, William Parker, 
one of the Aldermen, having been elected Chairman of the Board of 
Aldermen, performed the duties of Mayor. 

On the sixth of October Thomas A. Davis, being in declining health, 
resigned the office of Mayor, which resignation, however, was not 
accepted by the City Council; and on the twenty-second of November 
he died, being the only Mayor who has died in office since the organi- 
zation of the city government in 1822. 

On the eleventh of December Josiah Quincy, Jr., was elected Mayor 
by the City Council, for the unexpired term of 1845. Benson Leavitt, 
one of the Board of Aldermen, acted as Chairman of the Board in the 
interval between the death of Mr. Davis and the election of Mr. Quincy. 

In 1851 Benjamin Seaver, having already been elected an Alderman 
of the city for 1852, was afterwards chosen Mayor for said year. At 
the commencement of the ensuing municipal year, 1852, he resigned as 
an Alderman, and accepted the office of Mayor. 

The election of Mayor for 1854 was continued through three ballot- 
ings, from December 12, 1853, to January 9, 1854. In the meantime 
the duties of Mayor were performed by Benjamin L. Allen, Chairman 
of the Board of Aldermen. 

At the municipal election in 1872 William Gaston was certified, by 
the returns of the officers of the several wards, to have been elected 
Mayor of the city for the next municipal term. But, upon charges of 
alleged fraudulent practices in one of the wards of the city, a recount 
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of all the ballots cast at said election was demanded and made; and it 
appearing therefrom that Henry L. Pierce had seventy-nine plurality, 


he was declared duly elected Mayor for the year 1873. 


In 1873 Henry L. Pierce, Mayor of the city, was elected a member of 
the Forty-third Congress from the Third Massachusetts District, in place 
of William Whiting, deceased. Mr. Pierce resigned his office as Mayor 
on November 29, and occupied his seat in Congress on December 1, 


1878. 


The duties of the Mayor for the remainder of the municipal year 
were performed by Leonard R. Cutter, Chairman of the Board of 
Aldermen, who signed all official papers as ‘* Acting Mayor.” 


ALDERMEN. 


CHAIRMEN OF THE BOARD IN ORDER OF SERVICE, WITH PLACES AND 


DATES OF BIRTH. 


NAME. 


*William Washburn ..... 


*Pelham Bonney ........ - 


*Joseph Milner Wightman 
ailas Peirce teeter: sutssccid es oh ss 
FAO TISa CLAD Dial ois rer or ca elie ie > he 
SSIASECILCOurstreleu ove. che) sas 
*Thomas Phillips Rich ..... 
*Thomas Coffin Amory, Jr... . 
SUOTISEN OFCLOSAw sc aeucl tee.) ssh sis 
*George Washington Messinger . 
*Charles Wesley Slack ..... 
*George Washington Messinger. 
Benjamin James ........ 


INEWLOLUEAIDOUIS tote tees 6 ote 


*Charles Edward Jenkins. .. ./| Scituate, July 29,1817 .. 


Place and Date of Birth. 


Lyme, N.H., Oct. 7,1808 ... 
}Pembroke, Mass., Feb. 21, 1802. 
Boston, Oct. 19,1812 . . 


Scituate, Feb. 15, 1793 


Westhampton, Mass.,Mch. 3, 1806 


(See above) ...... 


Lynn, March 31, 1808 

Boston, Aug. 16,1812. 
Boston, Nov. 2, 1811. 
Boston, Feb. 5, 1813 . 
Boston, Feb, 21, 1825. 


(See above), see aha os 


e 


eo 8 


Scituate, Aug. 22,1814. . 
Stoughton, March 10, 1815 


OLA78 


Died. 


Oct. 80, 1890. 
Apr. 29, 1861. 
Jan. 25, 1885. 
Aug. 27, 1879. 
Sept. 18, 1886. 


Dee. 11, 1875. 
Oct. 20, 1889. 


Sept. 5, 1882. 


6. e Te: Let 6 ans 


Aug. 1, 1882. 


Apr. 27, 1870. 
Apr. 11, 1885. 


170 MUNICIPAL REGISTER. 


CHAIRMEN OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN. — Concluded. 


£ 4 Term of 
NAME. Place and Date of Birth. Died. Sarattas 
Samuel Little”... ..... . .| Hingham, August 15,1827 . . 9. |... 2 2°25. | 1872 


Leonard Richardson Cutter . .| Jaffrey, N.H., July 11,1825 ...|/......./{| 1873 
*John Taylor Clark. .... .. | Sanbornton, N.H., Sept. 19, 1825. | Oct. 29, 1880.| 1874-77 
Solomon Bliss Stebbins ... .]| Warren, Jan. 18, 18830 ...../......./| 1878 
AIM OASTicnN wh wes ee | Lreland, July 1s; 1821 cy sie |e © « » suererl| OLoroL 
Polomon bliss Stebbins Fs cers uo (SCC ADOVE) <. 6. «se els © silicic « oo) omeieLoos 
ISHN OMS 5 5 Go 5 aaa TEC a Soo Ob 5 65 Ao GG eS co | ERE 
Charles Varney Whitten. . . .| Vassalboro, Me., May 10,1829 .|...... ./| 1884-85 
Charles Hastings Allen... . ./| Boston, June 14,1828. ...../.......| 1886 
Patrick John Donovan... . .| Charlestown, April 9, 1884 ...|......./| 1887 
Charles Hastings Allen... .j| (See above) ........+-- of felis Mahe eter et SOS 
HT OMOELAVOSCLS) 6 dene take l ete eo] SUADULY, OCb. 11,1040 settometisi eile cep sien < mone LOSD 
William Power Wilson... . .| Baltimore, Md., Nov. 15, 1852.+|......./| 1890 
Herbert Schaw Carruth . .. .| Dorchester, Feb. 15, 1855. . ..|......~./| 1891 


The Mayor was ex officio Chairman of the Board of Alderman until 1855. 


* Deceased. 


Nathaniel P. Russell, Daniel Baxter, Joseph H. Dorr, reélected; and 
Thomas C. Wales and Redford Webster, elected 1825, declined. 

George Blake, reelected for 1826, declined. 

In 1828 Robert Fennelly died while in office. 

John Stevens, elected for 1832, died prior to the organization. 

James Savage, elected for 1834, declined. 

In 1845 William Parker resigned. 

In 1848 George E. Head resigned, and was chosen one of the Princi- 
pal Assessors. 

In 1853 Lyman Perry, who had been elected, died before his qualifi- 
cation. 

In 1855 John M. Clark resigned, and was appointed Sheriff of Suffolk 
County. , 

In 1856 Levi B. Meriam died while in office. 

In 1858 Rufus B. Bradford resigned, and was afterwards appointed 
Measurer of Grain. 
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In 1859 Timothy A. Sumner resigned, on account of illness, and soon 
afterwards died. 

In 1878 Samuel C. Perkins died while in office. 

In 1879 Benjamin Pope died while in office. 

In 1880 George E. Bell died while in office. 

In 1885 Edwin F. Leighton died while in office. 

In 1888 William P. Carroll died while in office. 

At the municipal election, in 1852, nine Aldermen had a majority of 
ballots; but, in accordance with the statute, the eight who had the 
highest number of votes were declared elected. 

The municipal government for 1855 was the first one that was organ- 
ized under the new or revised City Charter, which provided for the 
annual election of twelve Aldermen. 

At the municipal election, Dec. 14, 1880, the returns of the precinct 
officers showed William Frost to be elected Alderman by a plurality of 
fifteen votes over James J. Flynn, anda very slight difference in the 
number of ballots cast for other candidates who failed of election. A 
recount of the ballots cast for Mayor and Aldermen was thereupon 
demanded in legal form. A committee of the Board of 1880, having 
made the recount, reported, December 27, that Mr. Flynn was elected, 
having received a plurality of votes over Mr. Frost; and Mr. Flynn 
took the seat at the organization of the Board of 1881. Mr. Frost gave 
notice of his intention to contest the seat of Mr. Flynn, and also of Mr. 
Haldeman, who had received the next greatest number of votes. A 
committee of the Board of 1881 was appointed to consider the matter, 
and reported, March 14, 1881 (City Document No. 38 of 1881), the 
majority declaring Mr. Frost entitled to the seat held by Mr. Flynn, 
with two minority reports. The majority report was accepted March 
21, and Mr. Frost took the seat. One peculiar incident in this case 
was the reception of a numerously signed petition asking the Board to 
examine and recount the ballots for Messrs. Woolley, Haldeman, and 
Flynn, sitting members, and Messrs. William Frost, John Thompson, 
and George S. Dexter, standing next highest on the precinct returns ; 
another was the fact that many ballots were either mislaid or stolen, in 
Precinct 3 of Ward 13, on election day. 

At the municipal election Dec. 13, 1881, the returns of the precinct 
officers showed William Frost to be elected Alderman by a plurality of 
154 votes over Charles V. Whitten. On petition, in due legal form, a 
committee of the Board of 1881 made a recount of the ballots cast for 
Mayor and Aldermen, and reported that Mr. Whitten was elected over 
Mr. Frost, and Mr. Whitten took the seat. Mr. Frost contested the 
seat of Mr. Whitten, and called for a reéxamination of the ballots cast. 
Such examination was made by a new committee, which reported, 
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January 17, that William Frost had 19,861, and Charles V. Whitten had 
19,825. On January 19, 1882, the seat was awarded to Mr. Frost. 

For reports of contested seats in the Board of Aldermen, see City 
’ Document No. 7 for 1861, and City Document No. 16 for 1862. 

At the municipal election, Dec. 12, 1882, the returns of the precinct 
officers showed Edwin F. Leighton to be elected Alderman by a plurality 
of 102 votes over Joseph Caldwell. On petition in due legal form a 
committee of the Board of 1882 recounted the ballots cast for these two 
candidates, and reported, Dec. 26, that Joseph Caldwell appeared to be 
chosen by a plurality of 14, and that in addition there were found 3 ballots 
for: ¢* Caldwell,” 1 for ‘‘E. F. Leighton,” 18 -for ‘‘F. Leighton,” 
and 11 for * Leighton;” also that, ‘‘ with the exception of the 
name ‘EK. F. Leighton,’ which was written, the abbreviated names 
above recited were plainly legible beyond the edges of ‘stickers,’ or 
‘pasters,’ which covered and concealed the Christian names of Messrs. 
Caldwell and Leighton, those stickers having been pasted upon an ad- 
joining name, but being of such length as to partly cover the names in 
question.” The committee further reported that there was plainly no 
intent to cancel the names over which the stickers extended. Mr. 
Caldwell, who was a member of the Board of 1882, thereupon stated 
his intention of not appearing to claim a seat in the Board of 1883, and 
introduced an order, which was passed, declaring that, in the opinion 
of the Board, the abbreviated ballots should be credited to Mr. Leighton. 
The Board of 1883, on petition of Mr. Leighton, awarded him the seat 
at the first meeting, Jan. 1. 
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PRESIDENTS OF THE COMMON COUNCIL IN ORDER OF 


PLACES AND DATES OF BIRTH. 


NAME. 


*William Prescott. ..... 
MPOND) NV CllGS te Fepuee as: sles 
*Francis Johonnot Oliver . . 
*John Richardson Adan... 
*Hliphalet Williams....... 
*Benjamin Toppan Pickman eile 
*John Prescott Bigelow... . 

*Josiah Quincy,Jr..... wile 

SPI p Maretticc ss ver eb rele: 


*Edward Blake . as 
*Peleg Whitman Chandler fs 


*George Stillman Hilliard.... 
*Benjamin Seaver . 


i ee Se, ek’ ees | 


*Francis Brinley .. Boer tric 
*Henry Joseph Gardner... . 
Alexander Hamilton Rice ... 
POSEPN StOLYislele. = «1-0 os = 


Oliver Stevens .... ; 

*Samuel Wallace Waldron, Jr. 

*Josiah Putnam Bradley .... 
*Joseph Hildreth Bradley... . 
*Joshua Dorsey Ball ...... 
George Silsbee Hale. ..... 
William Bentley Fowle, Jr. ns 
Joseph Story ... 
* Weston Lewis .. Gancent 
Charles Hastings ‘Allen. Esra 
William Giles Harris. ..... 
Melville Ezra Ingalls. ..... 
Matthias Rich 
Marquis Fayette Dickinson, Jr. 
Edward Olcott Shepard .... 
Halsey Joseph Boardman ... 
John Quincy Adams Brackett . 
*Benjamin Pope 
William Henry A rarest aah sicae 
Harvey Newton Shepard. ... 
Andrew Jackson Bailey . 
Charles Edward Pratt .. 
*James Joseph Flynn... 
Godfrey Morse. 


ane CA et ek oP See Deel a | 


zs © © @ 
. 


VONMMeNTy UGels wuss lo ene 
Edward John Jenkins Bee 
David Franklin Barry ..... 


Horace Gwynne Allen ..... 
David Franklin Barry ..... 


1To July 1. 
2 From July 1. 


wl 


Place and Date of Birth. 


Pepperell, Aug. 19, 1762 ... 
Boston, Oct. 14,1764 ..... 
BostonyOot. LOs Litter sy sie! ie ve 
Boston, LOS teu . 
Taunton, Mass., Mch. 7, 1778 ~ 
Salem, Sept. JWG RURLI: Sha ee 
Groton, Aug. 25, 1797 Aca ti AM 
Boston, Jan. 17, 1802 . 
Boston, Sept. 25,1792 ..... 
Boston, Sept. 28,1805. ..... 
New Gloucester, Me., ak 5 
LSLOP omohetesika seeyacuic uke 
Machias, Me., Sept. 22, 1808" ele 
Roxbury, April 12, 1795 . 
Boston, Nov. 10, 1800 . S Valvaerue 
Dorchester, June 14,1818. ... 
Newton, Aug. 30, 1818 ..... 
Marblehead, Nov. 11,1822 ... 
Andover, Mass., June 22, 1825 . 
Portsmouth, N.H , Oct. 24, 1828, 
Boston, June 10,1817 ..... 
Haverhill, March 5, 1822 .... 
Baltimore, Md., July 11, 1828. 
Keene, N.H., Sept. 24,1825 .. 
Boston, July 27,1826. ..... 
Marblehead, Nov. 11,1822 ... 
Hingham, April 14,1884 .... 
Boston, June 14,1828. ..... 
Revere, May 15,1828. ..... 
Harrison, Me., Sept. 6, 1842 - 
ARPUTOS PUN Ss 1520 mtn eu ierts 
Amherst, Jan. 16,1840..... 
Hampton, N.H., Nov. 25, 1835 . 
Norwich, Vt., May 19, 1834... 
Bradford, N.H., June 8, 1842. . 


Waterford, Ireland, Jan. 13, 1829, 


Dorchester, Sept. 6, 18386 .... 
Boston, 1950s ee 
Charlestown, July 18; 1840 see 
Vassalboro, Me. te Mare 13, 1845 
St. John, N. Bi nie 
be Pe eee May ee 
A atont April 26, Ag (Gases: 
London, England, Dec. 20, 1854 
Sturgis ‘place, a 
Hill, Boston, Feb. 28, 1852 . . 
Jamaica Plain, July 27, 1855 . . 
(See above) .. 


Ooe 077s? 6), 6.18 6 


3 To Oct. 27. 
4 From Oct. 27. 
* Deceased. 
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part of old Fort 


SERVICE, WITH 
Term of 
Died. Service. 
Dec. 8, 1844. |1822 
Sept. 26, 1855 |1823 
Aug. 21, 1858.|1824-25 
July 4, 1849. |1826-28 
June 12, 1855.) 1829 
Mch. 22, 1835.) 1830-31 
July 4, 1872. |1832 
Nov. 2, 1882. (1834-36 
Mch. 22, 1869./1837-40 
Ml si Pests neti orta EOtL—AS 
May 28, 1889.|1844~45 
Jan. 21, 1879./1846-471 
Feb. 14, 1856.|18472-49 
June 14, 1889.| 1850-51 
July 19, 1892,)1852-53 
wakes ele ich Teil Loo 
e . e e . . 1855 
sd ajuad hen etfs 1856-57 
‘Aug..24, 1882.|1858 
Feb. 2, 1887. |1859-60 
Oct. 5, 1882. |1861 
Dec. 18, 1892.|1862 
o oe eo so (1863-64 
ee Be teh eve 11500 
TMA Pome es }LSOO 
April 6, 1893./1867 
Oe eb ig Eee: 
sistas eis | LOOe 
spinyeiie Ueticts i fLOrO 
sive Unbetns pepier ES ak 
ae eueite edt ens [Lote 
Oe Roe oe SW Rye | 
allie sive) shy f Loco 
acs eka ORG 
Sept. 24, 1879.|1877-78 
anes een Lore 
slo 0 «1880 
sfusilsiiee eile) apLLOGLS 
# Wis Nel" (eed 20: 18814~82 
Mch. 26, 1884.|18835 
. e e e . ° e 18838 
peeks e seen Looe 
ce meried teen] LOS0=50 
o + « oo « © {1887-88 
eo a je> aye @, ea 1889-90 . 
e ° . ° ° . °. [1801 
5 To June 11. 


6 From June 14, 
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William Bowes Bradford, Ward 3, elected 1822, did not qualify him- 
self, declining to be sworn, there being then no provision for affirmation, 
except for Quakers. 

Lucius Manlius Sargent, Ward 5, elected for 1827, declined. 

Henry D. Gray and Isaac Harris, Ward 1, Eleazer Howard, Ward 2, 
and Joseph H. Thayer, Ward 9, elected for 1828; also, Holmes 
Hinkley, Ward 11, for 1845, declined prior to the organization. 

Samuel Thaxter, Ward 6, elected for 1830, declined. 

William Foster, Ward 6, elected for 1831, declined. 

John Boles, Ward 3, reelected for 1838, declined. 

The Junior of George Morey omitted 1829. 

Asa Adams, Ward 3, took the intermediate name of Perry, 1830. 

Henry Andrews, Ward 2, elected in 1833, afterwards took the inter- 
mediate letter R. 

The Junior of Joshua Seaver, Ward 6, omitted 1833. 

The Junior of Henry Fowle, Ward 2, omitted 1837. 

The Junior of Francis Brinley, Ward 10, omitted 1838. 

The Junior of Ezra Lincoln omitted 1851. 

The Junior of William B. Fowle omitted 1865. 

Ezra Forristall, Ward 6, resigned in May, 1853, and was elected 
Superintendent of Health. 

Daniel J. Coburn, Ward 5, resigned in April, 1856, and was thereafter 
appointed Chief of Police. 

Edward F. Robinson, Ward 11, resigned in May, 1861, and was elected 
a Principal Assessor. 

Charles J. McCarthy, Ward 7, resigned in March, 1862, and was 
appointed Paymaster of Relief Funds to families of soldiers in the 
United States service from Boston. 

Daniel Dowd, a member from Ward 13, died in office, September, 
1872. 

Thomas H. Doherty, of Ward 2, died in office, August, 1873. 

Hillman B. Barnes, of Ward 11, died in office, September, 1874. 

Edward J. Long, of Ward 8, died in office, November, 1875. 

Stephen G. Jones, ofWard4, resigned in March, 1876. 

Thomas J. Fitzpatrick, of Ward 13, died in office, March, 1876. 

Joseph Healy, of Ward 10, died in office, April 18, 1880. 

George T. Perkins, of Ward 17, diedin office, December 7, 1880. 

Daniel J. Sweeney, Porter street, Ward 2, East Boston, and reelected 
to the Common Council of 1881, died in office, December 19, 1880. 

Eugene B. Hagar, of Ward 10, resigned June 16, 1881, and was 
appointed Assistant City Solicitor. 

Andrew J. Bailey, of Ward 4, resigned October 27, 1881, and was 
chosen City Solicitor. 
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Nahum M. Morrison, of Ward 23, resigned March 16, 1882, and 
was appointed Assistant Inspector of Buildings. 

Abraham T. Rogers, of Ward 22, resigned July 13, 1882, and was 
appointed Assistant Inspector of Buildings. 

William L. Harding, of Ward 3, died in office, March 4, 1882. 

James J. Flynn, of Ward 13, resigned in June, 1883, and was chosen 
Superintendent of Streets. 

Cornelius F. Doherty, of Ward 2, resigned in July, 1883, and was 
appointed in the Service Division of the Water Department. 

Michael J. Houghton, of Ward 6, resigned in July, 1883, and was 
appointed Assistant Superintendent in the Inspection and Waste Divi- 
sion of the Water Department. 

Eugene D. Sullivan, of Ward 12, resigned in September, 1883, and 
was appointed Clerk in the City Collector’s Department. 

George E. Bacon, of Ward 4, resigned March 6, 1884. 

Francis P. Maguire, of Ward 8, resigned February 20, 1884. 

William J. Kilduff, of Ward 19, died in office, December 7, 1884. 

William M. Osborne, of Ward 21, resigned August 27, 1885, and was 
appointed a member of the Board of Police. 

Neil J. Gillespie, of Ward 7, died in office, November 28, 1888. 

Charles J. Brooks, of Ward 10, died in office, January 21, 1889. 

Thomas F. Nunan, of Ward 15, died in office, August 13, 1889. 

Francis W. Sprague, 2d, of Ward 10, resigned October 10, 1889. 

There have been the following successfully contested elections : 

The first, February 22, 1830, vacated the seat of a member from 
Ward 6, on the ground that ‘‘ closing the poll before the hour at which 
the voters were notified it would be closed was a violation of the rights 
of the voters.” 

The second, May 7, 1835, vacated the seats of the members of Ward 
3, who were returned as having been elected at an adjourned meeting, 
December 11, 1834, on the ground of irregular proceeding, to render 
the whole number of votes certain by taking the highest number of votes . 
for candidates on each opposing ticket, adjournment of the meeting by 
the sole authority of the Warden, and other irregularities, at the 
annual election, December 8. 

The third case, March 7, 1839, vacated the seats of three members of 
Ward 12, on the ground that a number of illegal voters, sufficient to 
affect the choice, voted at the polls. 

The fourth, February 9, 1843, vacated the seats of three members 
from Ward 1, returned as elected at the adjourned meeting, December 
14, on the ground that four votes for non-resident candidates (after 
having been first thrown out by the ward officers)' were counted at the 


1 This fact was admitted, though not stated in the report of the Committee. 


176 MUNICIPAL REGISTER. 


annual election, December 12, thereby preventing the choice of two 
other candidates, who, by excluding the said four votes, were by the 
decision of the Council declared elected, leaving one vacancy. 

The fifth, February 27, 1851, vacated the seats of two members from 
Ward 3 on the ground that they were chosen at an adjourned meeting 
which was illegally held. At the subsequent trial Bue same members 
were again returned to the Common Council. 

The sixth, January 20, 1853, vacated the seats of three members of 
Ward 3, on the ground that they were chosen at an adjourned meeting 
which was illegally held. 

The seventh, February 3, 1853, in accordance with the Report of the 
Committee on Elections, vacated the seats of three members from Ward 
11, on the ground that the Mayor and Aldermen had no right to issue 
warrants for election of members of the Common Council, after the 
annual election and before the organization of the government-elect. 
But inasmuch as the elections in question were conducted bona fide and 
no other informality was apparent, and as this custom of supplementary 
elections had been in vogue for twenty years, the members thus elected 
were by the vote of the Common Council declared entitled to their 
seats. 

The eighth, March 19, 1863, in accordance with the Report of the 
Committee on Elections, vacated the seat of a member from Ward 3, on 
the ground that at the time of his election he was not an inhabitant of 
that ward. Before a decision was reached on this point, the member in 
question resigned. 

The ninth, April 9, 1863, vacated the seats of the entire delegation 
from Ward 10, on the ground that more votes were returned than there 
were persons who voted in that ward at the municipal election, — 
occasioned by mistake, probably, in the counting of the ballots, — the 
variation being so great as to affect the election of the whole delegation. 
At the subsequent trial the same members were again returned to the 
Common Council. 

The tenth, January 24, 1867, vacated the seat of a member from 
Ward 3, who was chosen at an adjourned meeting (held on account of 
a tie-vote at the regular meeting, Dec. 10, 1866), on the ground that 
the polls at said adjourned meeting were not kept open the same 
number of hours as were required by the original warrant. At a 
subsequent election the same member was returned to the Common 
Council. (See City Doc. No. 12 for 1867.) 

The eleventh, January 16, 1868, vacated the seat of a member 
returned from Ward 10, because, by the count of the original ballots 
cast in said ward, it appeared that another person was chosen. 
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The twelfth, January 6, 1870, vacated the seat of a member re- 
turned from Ward 13, for the same reason as recited above. 

The thirteenth, January 5, 1871, vacated the seat of a member 
returned from Ward 15, for the same reason. ; 

The fourteenth, January 18, 1872, vacated the seat of a member 
returned from Ward 7, for the same reason. 

The fifteenth occurred as follows: 

At the annual municipal election in 1871 Frederick S. Risteen was 
declared elected as a member from Ward 10. ‘This election was con- 
tested by J. Q. A. Brackett, and a recount of the original ballots 
showed that said Brackett was elected by a plurality of one ballot over 
F. S. Risteen, and said Brackett was accordingly declared by the Com- 
mon Council of 1872 to be entitled to the seat. Subsequently Mr. Ris- 
teen contested this decision, on the ground that his name was erased 
from a number of ballots by some one of the ward officers after said 
ballots were deposited by the voters. After a protracted inquiry the 
Common Council sustained this view of the case, and Mr. Risteen was 
again returned to his former seat, and was again duly qualified, on 
February 1, 1872. (See City Doc. No. 18 for 1872.) 

The sixteenth, January 4, 1874, vacated the seat of a member re- 
turned from Ward 13, because, by the count of the original ballots 
cast in said ward, it appeared that another person was chosen. 

- The seventeenth, January 14, 1875, vacated the seat of a member 
returned from Ward 1, because, by the count of the original ballots 
cast in said ward, it appeared that another person was elected. 

The eighteenth, January 4, 1877, vacated the seat of a member from 
Ward 20, because, by the count of the original ballots cast in said 
ward, it appeared that another person was elected. 

The nineteenth, January 10, 1878, vacated the seat of a member from 
Ward 20, because, by the count of the original ballots cast in that 
ward, it appeared that another person was chosen. 

The twentieth, Dec. 27, 1880 (see records of Board of Aldermen of 
said date), vacated the seats of one member from each of the follow- 
ing-named wards, viz., 3, 18, 16, and 19, because, from an examination 
of the original ballots cast in said wards, it appeared that other per- 
sons were chosen. From an examination made at the same time of the 
original ballots cast in Ward 5 it appeared that, instead of there being 
a tie-vote for a third member from said ward, three members were 
duly chosen. Peculiar features of the case in Ward 13 are, that some 
of the ballots undoubtedly deposited by the voters of Precinct 3 of this 
ward were either mislaid or stolen at the polling place and that the 
Committee of the Board of Aldermen of 1880, who examined the bal- 
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lots for Common Council in that ward, erroneously reported that the 
sitting member had been duly elected. (See City Doc. 54 of 1881.) 

In 1887 one seat in the representation of Ward 4 and one in that of 
Ward 15 .were vacated and the contestants declared elected, the Coun- 
cil exercising its discretion as to the intent of the voter in certain cases 
of technical irregularity. (See City Docs. Nos. 6, 11, of 1887.) 

In 1889 one seat in the representation of Ward 3 and one in that of 
Ward 12 were vacated and the contestants declared elected, the intent 
of the voter in cases of technical irregularity being considered. 

See ‘‘ Reports of Controverted Elections in the Common Council of 
the City of Boston, from 1827 to 1889.” Boston: 1889, pp. xvii and 
277. 

The longest continuous service in the City Council is that of David F. 
Barry, member of the Common Council since 1880, now (1893) presi- 
dent of that body. Eliphalet Williams (president of the Common 
Council, 1829) served fifteen years, but not consecutively. James J. 
Flynn served twelve years in the Common Council (president, 1883) 
and three years in the Board of Aldermen. Thomas Wetmore served 
eleven years, not consecutive, in the Board of Aldermen. 


_ ai 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS OF CITY 
COUNCILS. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 


CHAIRMEN. 
ALLEN, CHarces-H..:...; 1886, 1888 | *NorcrRoss, OTIS .......e.0e0> 1864 
*\mory, THomas C, JR. ...... 1863 | O’Brien, Hueu, 1879, 1880, 1881, 1883 
*BONNEY, PELHAM ....... BSE Rs L807 h* PRIBGE, SIEAS). \os on ie hls 1859, 1861 
CarrutH, HERBERT H. CP COL ee hiCd. "| HOMAGE 22 o. peedee ete 1862 
*CLAPP, Oris. a a eee ee 1860-WROGERS; .LOMER: «+ cdtsls Gees oe 1889 
*CLaRK, Jou T., 1874, 1875, L876, 1877 (*SLACK, CHARLER Wis avers - '8 1867 
Cutter, LEONARD R.. ..-,.. 1873 | Steppins, SoLomon B. ...1878, 1882: 
Donovan, PATRICK neh Pe Aare 1887 PE VALROTIINEWTON.. aecweetenc 1870: 
AMES DENJAMING..., -005.0ic as ma 1869 | *WAasHBURN, WILLIAM........ 1855- 
* JENKINS, CHARLES. Hi... . 50s ss 1871 | WuirreN, CHARLES V. ...1884, 1885- 
WaWVeere) OMERE EL ta ctw c'ets via ae b 1892, 18938 | *WicgHTMAN, JOSEPH M.. s2 0 Loos 
TOPE TLR AM UELL : 2s Livy tics ete afew 1872 | Witson, WILLIAM PowERr. T Pace 1890 
* MESSENGER,GEO.W., 1865, 1866, 1868 

MEMBERS. 


[The figures, being the last two of each year, indicate membership in those 


years. 
A 
BA eRS CVEUS, oi <6 cits ws Wa oS ok 
fAlion, Benjamin. os scien es O25 G4 
Allen, Charles H.. . 85, 86, 87, 88 
*Allen, William ee BAS RAY Paberyat oa § 59 
BIDORY, MONAT Sis3 «phe hw Rin 40, 41 
*Amory, Thomas C. jr., 59, 60, 61, 62, 
63 
*Andrews, William T......... 40, 41 
Anthony, Benjamin F......... 82, 83 
* Armstrong, Samuel T., 28, 29, 30, 31 
*Atkins, Ebenezer ....... &8, 59, 60 
BMT are t CHELLON ¢,¢. gears a ain ain ins 5 45 
B 

Bailey, Joseph T. ........ 59, 60, 61 
*Baldwin, George P........ 69 
Barr, Michael rate pat mee avin SOD 
*Baxter, Praniole ook tes ats 23, 24 
Precliguaa rye Ei = 2 seein fat 79, 80 
SrrellGowe sony. ers 3 .« rap ivy lov a 


* Deceased. | 


*Benjamin,, ASNUN asi. v 5.50% sou 23, 24 
*Hente Adan. fae ae awe an le rant h 
*Bigelow, Abraham O........«. 76, 76 
*Bigelow Alanson. acs 05s ¢ 73, 74 
*Billingg Samuels os vente we eset. 22 
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MV VPIIB ING ys DI OSCS 2d, & dais wit ole od 0 22 
*Williams, Samuel K...23, 24, 28, 29 
Williamson, William C. ...... 58, 59 
*Walhe Benjamin > .)...2...:. (24, 25 
*Willis, Clement... .. 43, 44, 45, 46, 

65, 66 
*Willis, Horatio M..... . 385 
PUREE fel fo LAS Caps oy ol oie ernie 12, Sore 71 
mvsison, George Jnicdele.s fe cece 52 
Wilson, Henry W.... 675; 68,)°75 
WSN | ROIs Lucero. stateless = % 78 
PPPSORL AVY LILIA: Putt, dices en: 86, 87 
eVinchn,: Calvin Me. ies dene. TOMO TL 
VWansiow sHTank Ei. 3 .o.%5. eee es 6S 
BNVANBLOW:,) ISARCE «0 este dive tse: ae Jn 
mV inter Prancis Biels. wti ew one 53 
ey Oth OD, Gols chistes was 32, 33, 34 
IRE, PA MIOTh Mar a aw er od alectenie es + 93 
Wise, Charles H. . 82, 83, 84, 85, 86 
Pe Veer OAC]: Ln ierd’s-c-p00 thee" 89, 90 
WODICOLG, I.OPCP aise vnc on ¥« TiplTo8s ao 
VV OOUMATIOS s ce'c-os°s Sop Roles s 35, 36 


OF CITY COUNCILS. 


Weaod. banjamin, 2d afuie enn. 45, 46 
Wao ea naiier Cog sot weaate fe 894, 902201 
Woodbury yAlfréd Ts... ots" oo ae 76 
“VV oodbury,, Charles; <.. Avaide 63, 64 
Woodbury, Henry W. jéoe) SOpmeD 
*Woodman, Charles T. ...... 53, 54 
*Woodman, George .......... 49, 50 
Woods, Edwin H. ........ 13, TARAG 
Woods, Solomon A. ...... 69) 70 
Woodward, W. Elliot ........ 3, 74 
AV OOM Sy LAGS ye wieitie sa: 0's. <'4 se Cones 
Woolley, William ..... 67, 68, 69, 70 
EW right AlDertids seca os aitteha eee 
VV ETT Uy ELSES GA Bre rn ole’ g wena! eae 72 
«Wright, James ..... reno 
Wright, John Meat io: 50, 51, 52 
*Wright, William ... .. 28, 24, 27 
*Wright; Winslow: <i), 46. 24, 30, 31 
*Wyman, Abraham G. ....50, 51, 52 
Wyman, George H........ 78, 79, 80 
we 
*Yeaton, Benjamin........ 36, 37, 38 
Young.“ Wreds bya : Olmo2 
Younes, George Eo. 7.3.02 1.67, 68, 69 
Young; J. Granville, jrev-se.0 cee 84 
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City Proper . 
South Boston 
East Boston . 
Roxbury 
Dorchester 
West Roxbury 
Brighton 
Charlestown . 
Breed’s Island 


Total Acres 


Square Miles. 


MUNICIPAL REGISTER. 


AREA OF BOSTON. 


[From the Surveying Department. | 


PRINCIPAL ISLANDS WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS. 


(Not included in the above.) 


Name. 


Governor’s Island 


Castle Island... : ; 
Long Island Head . . 
Ibovellis Island); ..°: 


George’s Island 


Rainsford Island . ; 
Gallop’s Island. . . . 


Long Island 
Deer Island 


ch - 


Apple Island. ... 


Spectacle Island... 
Thompson’s Island . . 


Little Brewster 
Great Brewster 
Outer Brewster 
Calf Island... 


Little Calf Island. . . 
Green Island. ... 


ceé ini 


N. Ward & Co. 

Boston Asylum and 
Farm School for 
Indigent Boys. 

United States. 

City of Boston. 

Benjamin Dean. 


J.S. Weeks. 
James Young. 


Area. Ownership. Remarks. 
72 acres. | United States. Fort Winthrop. 
wacOpes me ct Fort Independence. 
esas 188 sé . Lt.-house and Batteries. 
yg be ed s as Gov’t Buoy Station. 
ay ord iid Ny Fort Warren. 
te RN te City of Boston. Almshouse. 
1 a rede 4 “s Quarantine Station. 
182.5 <* rs 2. Almshouse. 
182.3 ‘ aM ee House of Industry and 


Reformation. 
Farm School. 


Boston Light-house. 
Leased to Benj. Dean. 


Heliotype Printing Go. Boston. 


BY). 


qi 


189, 
Soate 1000 f¢4) Une Inch. 


( ( DRAW). 


CTED AND PRINTERY 


UNITED stares 


CEMETERY. 


= : ah 7 a "ar PLEA ALL NMED EAD MAME FOIE TG ID UNG TS 
PLETE SBR LEE i APTN OL CB =o 
ee # fe eee mes 
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CITY AND COUNTY DEBT (FUNDED), JAN. 31, 1893, 


[From the Auditing Department. | 


Gross Debt. 


Sinking Funds. 


City Debt 
Cochituate Water Debt 


$17,695,549 70 
7,019,058 38 


Net Debt. 


$18,436,824 36 
9,739,715 60 


Mystic WaterDebt.... 579,254 01 * 

Wonnty Debt’. x7. ssc, 3,576,000 00 183,819 98 3,392,180 02 
$56,908,148 04 $25,477,682 07 $31,568,719 98 

*Less excess of Mystic Water Sinking Fund ..... Seastie ate 138,254 01 


$31,480,465 97 


ACTUAL EXPENDITURES. 


Actual expenditures of the City of Boston and County of Suffolk, exclusive 
of debt and temporary loans redeemed : 


Interest on war Total actual 
waar, | agmprary | Sto Tee. | pont spate”) Com 
Loans. : of City. 
1874-75 .... .| $2,671,496 12; $802,120 00)/$11,542,694 17| $15,016,310 29) $872,321 99 
US Oat Og lok et was 2,607,933 20 802,120 00| 11,704,336 52} 15,114,389 72 861,510 29 
PSG— 1 Uber ie) /0j) 0) «te 2,572,057 28 742,932 00) 10,805,276 07) 14,120,265 35 345,976 34 
SUL Oleten wibet re rs 2,461,600 59 619,110 00| 10,484,694 47} 18,515,405 06 328,646 92 
LOTS= 70) va! sia ess 2,352,160 26 412,740 00} 9,413,015 15) 12,177,915 41 827,833 50 
ESTOS Ossett aed el ioe 2,377,050 59 206,370 00} 9,320,836 79| 11,904,257 38 296,140 82 
TS BO Bir tol stress 2,220,171 43 619,110 00] 10,252,967 39] 13,092,248 82 305,871 68 
EBB I— 2M he coke cite 2,188,564 72 619,110 00) 10,422,476 44! 13,280,151 16 338,261 12 
1882-838 ..... 2,184,580 49) 825,480 00| 11,879,562 33) 14,889,622 82 362,908 06 
TSSS-S4ase\ sete: s 2,227,045 73 578,055 00) 12,852,486 08! 15,657,586 81 368,352 40 
UB SE-B0i- Re sb. ets 2,238,518 17 770,740 00| 12,456,798 17) 15,466,056 34 393,785 77 
EB Ses Ole lve yo) ets 2,242,102 19 578,055 00) 11,480,449 18} 14,300,606 37 852,613 93 
TSBO—8)4 the eivns Melle 2,237,479 04 555,870 00) 11,542,638 27; 14,835,987 31 999,056 20: 
1887-88 ..... 2,315,833 49 833,805 00) 12,920,866 74) 16,070,505 23) 1,086,026 43 
TBSS—SOM ey o 3) sv 2,324,476 50 833,805 00) 12,974,181 56) 16,182,413 06) 1,334,640 21 
TSBO—O0! eke ve porte 2,358,785 54 788,020 00) 18,508,467 28} 16,600,272 82) 1,265,160 36 - 
1890-91 . snes 2,447,882 87 645,767 50) 14,585,464 60) 17,679,114 97; 1,138,121 18- 
1891-92 (9 mos.) . 1,784,671 04 558,515 00) 18,856,842 03) 16,195,028 07 777,496 32 
IOOZ—OB Si o> ab: 0! % 2,522,587 58 640,062 50° 61,954,626 31) 20,117,276 39, 1,183,388 65 
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a 
i= 
Fil 2 
o 
3 
a 
1.|| 7,659 
2.|| 8,449 


3.|| 5,877 
4 6,047 
5 6,537 
6. || 8,653 
7 
8 
9 


Fernales. 


8,000 
7,311 
6,451 
6,471 
6,290 
8,603 
5,644 
6,040 
6,381 
4,784 

10,736 
6,935 

11,316 

11,557 
8,336 
8,520 
8,258 
8,483 

10,580 

10,884 
9,027 
8,200 
9,546 

11,521 
4,387 


6,894 
5,946 
. || 4,858 
10.|| 4,962 
Pere 7107 
12.|| 6,910 
13. || 11,231 
14. || 11,184 
15.|| 7,901 
16.|| 7,939 
17.|| 6,489 
18. || 5,657 
19.|| 9,977 
20.)| 10,110 
21. || 6,600 
22.|| 7,638 
23.) 7,879 
24.|| 9,979 
25 4,179 

Totl |/186,182/204,211 


POPULATION. 
Census of 1885. 


Total. 


15,659 
15,760 
12,328 
12,518 
12,827 
17,256 
12,038 
11,986 
11,239 

9,746 
17,863 
13,845 
22,547 
22,741 
16,237 
16,459 
14,747 
14,140 
20,557 
20,994 
15,627 
15,838 
17,425 
21,500 

8,516 


390,398 
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POPULATION, POLLS, AND VOTERS. 
a us RATABLE POLLS. LEGAL VOTERS. | 
Has Census of 1885. Census of 1885. | 
EP C a 
eS ITIZENS. | 
COS Hie a oe ae adn = | 83] 2 | 
a ge ag ee a awa | eet 
19,633|| 3,487; 149) 896] 4,532|| 2,527; 960 3,487) 1 
17,297|| 3,845) 435} 1,104) 4,884/] 1,982) 1,863] 3,345|| 2 
13,094|| 3,011) 82| 481] 3,574|) 2,126) 885] 3,011), 3 
12,842|| 3,131} 150) 499] 3,780]| 2,348) 783 3,181) 4 
12,412|! 3,274] 669] 645] 4,588|| 2,392) 882 3,274]| 5 
18,447|| 3,024| 197) 1,882] 5,103]| 1,470) 1,554 3,024. 6 
13,145|| 3,038} 133] 1,029} 4,200|/ 1,679} 1,859] 3,038], 7 
13,026|| 3,069} 190)  704/ 3,963|| 2,022| 1,047) 3,069 8 
12,660)| 2,854| 155) 852) 3,861|| 2,200, 654, 2,854 9 
8,205| 3,306] 147) 742] 4,195|| 2,817) 489) 3,806 10 
21,660|| 4,477) 148] 617] 5,242|| 3,554; 928 4407 11 
12,585|| 3,527/ 312} 1,020} 4,859|| 2,350) 1,177 3,527, 12 
22,375|| 4,056] 229) 2,065) 6,350|| 1,965| 2,091 4,056, 13 
26,367|| 4,815} 516} 1,161| 6,492/| 3,199) 1,616 4,815, 14 
18,049|} 3,354/ 161] 949] 4,464|! 2,164/ 1,190/ 3,354) 15 
18,048|| 3,946) 168] 1,297) 5,411|| 2,779) 1,167) 3,946)| 16 
15,638|| 3,634) 177]  723| 4,584]! 2,784/ 850| 3,634); 17 
16,035|| 3,603, 185] 308] 4,046/| 2,967) 636 3,003, 18 
23,018|| 4,267; 221] 1,829] 5,817|| 2,575] 1,692! 4,267 | 19 
24,335|| 4,886} 193}  867| 5,946|| 38,160] 1,726) 4,886], 20 
22,930|| 3,646] 122] 324] 4,092]| 2,884) 762 3,646, 21 
20,011|} 3,254} 165} 787) 4,206]) 1,442) 1,812 8,254 22 
24,997|| 3,865] 121] 604) 4,590// 2,444) 1,421) 3,865 23 
29,638]| 4,885} 255] 976] 6,116|| 38,773) 1,112 4,885) 24 
12,032|| 2,082; 67| 354] 2,503]/ 1,892)  690| 2,082|| 25 
448,477|| 89,836|5,297) 21,715|116,848]/ 60,995| 28,841 89,836 | Total. 


Nore. — Polls are all males twenty years of age or above, having their home in Boston on 


May 1, and neither paupers nor exempt by law. 


Legal voters are citizens with the constitutional qualifications to vote, but may fail to pay a 


tax or to register. 


Pe aed 
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ASSESSED POLLS, REGISTRATION, AND VOTES, 
1874-75, 
As Reported by the Registrars of Voters. 


ce Assessed Total Assessed Registered Vote for Ouh 
Wann. | ray 1, 1874. | Dee, 1 1874.|| May 1, 1875. | Election. | Noes aor, WARD. 
y 4s ’ | y 4; ov. 2, 1875. 
hit Bee 7,409 5,140. | 7,323 3,049 2,131 1 
> eae 5,444 2,922 "6,519 2,122 1,709 2 
eo ales 4,208 2,714 3,982 1,594 1,188 5 
ae 3,081 2,029 | 2,212 1,164 875 4 
Sore A 1,382 15188 004) 2,112 817 712 5 
esos 3,338 2,699 3,385 1,925 1,344 6 
ge a 7,537 2,912 7,569 1,748 1,349 7 
oa ate 3,507 2,155 | 3,527 1,120 825 s 
Pres 4,139 3,216 || 4,384 1,913 1,373 9 
Oy thos 4,016 2,895 | 4,017 1,899 1,364 10 
irae 4,450 "8,788 4,669 2,471 . 1,726 | au 
1 yoy sae 7,212 4,627 | 7,078 3,013 1,984 12 
he eae ieee 2,588 1,535 2,519 1,003 709 13 
14a oe, & 3,828 2,904 | 3,907 2,076 1,474 14 
1 Peas 5,437 2,773 5,606 2,010 1,354 15 
AG? id sc: 4,062 3,261). 4,333 2,693 1,466 16 
jd ae 2,863 2,187 2,859 1,980 1,354 17 
Tos) ties 1,535 1,151" | 1,661 975 526 19 
> Tits ae 2,736 2,204 2,710 1,700 1,271 20 
21 2,939 2,561 2,991 2,000 1,416 21 
2 haere 2,973 2,439 2,995 1,863 1,230 22 
¥) | ) 
Total . 84,684 57,045 85,358 39,135 27,380 | Total 


Norse. — There was no Ward 18 in 1874-75. It was established on November 16, 1875. 


2 


A a a, <= 
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ASSESSED POLLS, REGISTRATION, AND VOTES, 


15 . . 


22.. 


24.. 
25.. 


Total 


Note. — The new wards, 1-24, were established on November 16, 1875. 


1875-76, 


As Reported by the Registrars of Voters. 


3 ie 2 7c 
p23 | of" || &B | B88 
293 | OSs St 2n8 
g2a | sé || $2 | 28a 

ala a jaa 

< 

1,709 1,068 3,372 2,134 
1,376 891 3,516 1,942 
1,927 1,258 2,736 2,025 
1,733 1,003 2,767 1,883 
1,928 1,287 3,087 2,920 
1,492 1,078 3,625 2,116 
1,313 944 3,324 1,781 
1,366 922 3,056 1,682 
1,550 1,136 3,008 1,919 
1,414 1,025 2,368 1,652 
1,787 1,443 3,276 2,148 
1,376 986 3,678 1,892 
1,335 840 4,817 1,842 
1,881 1,250 4,236 2,276 
1,388 919 3,090 1,755 
1,103 736 3,362 1,633 
1,748 1,214 3,219 2,097 
2,023 1,550 2,977 2,254 
1,498 937 4,239 1,947 
1,744 1,200 3,629 2,096 
1,908 1,448 2,951 2,095 
1,839 1,091 2,687 1,205 
2,070 1,472 3,080 2,294 
2,340 1,413 3,648 2,590 
Included |in Wd. 22 1,683 1,231 
39,843 27,116 81,326 48,509 


Vote for 
President, 
Nov. 7, 1876. 


ad Ral 

5 ze | é¢2 

£93 2 Sav a 

g3a | 573 | &3 

ea 8 yam 
2,138 1,318 1 
1,942 1,201 2 
2,022 1,176 3 
1,884 951 E 
2,024 1,215 5 
2,112 1,616 
1,791 1,343 a 
1,685 1,125 8 
1,923 1,159 
1,669 1,103 10 
2,152 1,510 il 
1,894 1,227 12 
1,861 1,196 |} 13 
2,278 1,343 14 
1,757 1,079 15 
15634 1,081 |, 16 
2,111 1,414 17 
2,259 1,475 18 
1,962 1,260 19 
2,110 1,428 20 
2,698 1,304 21 
1,208 808 22 
2,323 1,293 23 
2,596 1,276 24 
1,232 767 || 25 

48,662 80,663 Total 


Ward 22 was divided into new Ward 22 and Ward 25. 


On May 27, 1876, 
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ASSESSED POLLS, REGISTRATION, AND VOTES, 1877-78, 
As Reported by the Registrars of Voters. 


2 sn VAP 2 = bas 
CS ro) =) 3 ° ort aw a 

Ag ~ . a — e rise 2 Bre) m q 6 By 00 ae 3 

ees sete ce Ween sed) eso lies se) ee 

St ei ED er Soo or pon mex on oo 

: cn ieee fae ces ee, Se pS et ell ee. of | at 
a o> 22 oO 2§ ies rs 29 ps HS ce ; 
fe gm or Os os HDD ay oe o's o5 Vo eine 8 
Sener test fe ae st es lowe i) Be toe || BS eg < 

ny -—— om ~ o ow ont a ~ ~ 
e 2S a | SG bo | SA 4a Pee Pal aS gy 2A E 
<q 8 > (3 < <q 4 > = 

1 {| 3,446] 1,986] 1,509 2,349 | 1,998 3,547 18 2,270 4 11,975 2,268 | 1,502 1 
8,689 | 1,747 | 1,296 2,174 | 1,889 3,620 | 2,089 | 1,834 2,096 | 1,431 2 
3 2,919 | 1,842 | 1,441 2,195 | 1,912 2,888 | 2,072 | 1,867 2,061 | 1,395 3 
4 2;313 11,505") - 1,175 1,943 | 1,636 2,866 | 1,940 | 1,683 1,926 | 1,137 4 
5 2,956 | 1,761 | 1,831 2,060 | 1,780 3,049 | 2,011 |} | 1,757 1,999 | 1,803 5 
6 4,165 | 1,801 | 1,442 2,222 | 2,000 4,066 | 2,003 | 1,824 || 2,009 | 1,582 6 
3,602 | 1,636 | 1,327 2,153 | 1,948 3,821 | 2,015 | 1,819 2,029 | 1,576 v 
ro) 3,374 | 1,558 | 1,265 1,968 | 1,730 8,480 | 1,898 | 1,684 1,898 | 1,449 8 
3,048 | 1,718 | 1,325 2,060 1,790 || 8,046 | 1,887 | 1,658 1,900 | 1,378 9 
10 9.512 || 1,542). (1,252 1,800 | 1,579 S982 1 1, 1es 1 bre 1,752 | 1,335 10 
41 3,535, | 2,107 | 1,636 2,354 | 2,03 8,905 | 2,424 | 2,160 2,446 | 1,809 il 
12 8,660 | 1,625 | 1,262 2,128 | 1,961 3,883 | 2,128 | 1,903 2,147 | 1,654 12 
18 5,701.| 1,709 | 1,328 2,504 | 2,317 4,975 | 2,500 | 2,251 2,514 | 1,794 13 
14 4,254 | 2,182 | 1,488 2,666 | 2,352 4,376 | 2,709 | 2,418 i ad Sis 7333 14 
15 8,347 | 1,668 | 1,281 2,110 | 1,885 246TH], 42,120 873 2,122 | 1,408 15 
16 8,518 | 1,454] 1,198 1,946 | 1,729 8,647 | 1,940 | 1,782 1,963 | 1,533 16 
1? 3,444] 1,913 1,517 2,214 1,956 3,530 | 2,250 2,009 2,278 1,609 17 
18 3,085.4 2,070 11,683 2,320 | 2,050 8,101 | 2,306 | 2,065 2,307 | 1,686 18 


19 4,356 1,822 1,397 2,328 2,028 4,636 2,512 2,232 2,554 1,755 19 


20 3,952 1,995 1,628 2,516 2,261 4,153 2,661 2,474 2,677 1,958 20 


21 3,087 | 1,968 | 1,577 2,255 | 2,028 8,287 | 2,324 | 2,048 2,361 | 1,664 || 22 
22 2,815 fe 1,198 930 1,501 | 1,340 2,906 | 1,451] 1,294 1,463 962 || 22 
23 3,269 | 2,160 | 1,516 2,415 | 2,059 3,310 | 2,360 | 2,076 2,362 | 1,623 || 23 


24 3,696 | 2,489 | 1,668 2,924 | 2,590 B,879:). 2,072 | + 2,587 2,987 | 1,889 24 
25 1,784 | 1,139 796 1,817 | 1,182 A Torle. | er aoled 100 1,277- §51 || 25 


Total|| 86,007 | 44,605 | 34,218 || 54,422 | 47,988 || 87,979 | 53,853 | 47,890 || 54,113 | 38,141|/Tot’l 


(2) $2 er aw ‘ 
Were 
oe ty : 
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ASSESSED POLLS, REGISTRATION, AND VOTES, 1879-80, 
As Reported by the Registrars of Voters. 


Cee Map a aes 

Ben ee Al Pe ip eet ay lt: Se 

&- | ce | Se || se | 38 || 3 

a || g es © ea | 5A || ¢a 

ei a > 4 > <q 

1 || 3,728 | 2,162 | 1,798 ||. 2,200} 1,413 || 3,846 
2 || 3,687 | 2,014 | 1,727 || 2,035 | 1,852 || 3,041 
3 || 2,916 | 1,967] 1,662 |} 1,978] 1,371 || 2,992 
4 || 2,804| 1,783 | 1,487 || 1,798 | 1,095 || 3,066 
5 || 2,928 | 1,858 | 1,558 || 1,878| 1,934 |! 3,132 
6 || 4,053 | 1,935 | 1,602 || 1,955] 1,445 || 4,228 
|| 3,595 | 1,871 | 1,640 || 1,889]. 1,427 |} 3,981 
s || 3,457 | 1,773 | 1,550 || 1,780 | 1,301 |] 3,902 
® || 3,072 | 1,821 | 1,508 |} 1,824 1,292 |) 3,198 
10 || 3,337] 1,644! 1,448 || 1,687 | 1,225 || 3,765 
a1 ||. 4,053 | 2,365 | 2,022 | 2,407 | 1,730 |) 4,291 
42 || 3,838} 1,913 1,650 || 1,944 | 1,389 || 3,817 
as || 5,057 | 2,213 2,014 || 2,251] 1,594 |) 5,438 
a4 || 4,583 | 2,504 | 2,121 || 2,507] 1,710 || 4,900 
15 || 3,636| 1,929! 1,617 || 1,950] 1,246 || 3,669 
16 || 4,154 |. 1,834 1,630 || 1,847] 1,339 || 4,458 
17 || 3,552 | 2,110 | 1,803 || 2,125 |. 1,544 || 3,812 
1s || 3,324 | 2,221 | 1,889 || 2,267) 1,649 || 3,460 
19 || 4,606 | 2,337 | 1,953 || 2,367) 1,492 || 5,039 
20 || 4,315 | 2,571 | 2,199 || 2,504 | 1,750 || 4,568 
21 || 3,516 | 2,204! 1,941 || 2,314) 1,562 || 3,555 
22'| 3,049 | 1,443/| 1,194 || 1,455 | 1,034 || 3,167 
23 || 3,417| 2,298 | 1,805 |! 2,333 | 1,554 || 3,534 
24 || 4,067 | 2,814 | 2,303 || 2,861} 1,904 || 4,230 
25 || 1,796 | 1,265| 1,046 || 1,x74| 874 || 1,885 
Total || 90,725 | 50,969 | 43,437 || 51,529 | 35,555 || 95,871 


a =| S 

pets MA EEE ae Mies 

SH Oo =D Se sd Shes 

rae oO od =| o® 

tas Ea Ta ee a 

Spar eg Bal or Sty 

an alae | @ 3 = 

“= 2 Cr ore a aro 7! 

ee it) aes ga | =s || 4 

Ms = Mb 2A Ss 
y, > os oR - 

oO > i 
2,388 | 2,145 || 2,387 | 1,627 1 
2,296 | 2,013 || 2,310 | 1,505 2 
2,120 | 1,967 || 2,124 | 1,487 3 
2,003 | 1,835 || 2,008 | 1,346 4 
2,042 | 1,864 || 2,044} 1,419 5 
2,113} 1,898 || 2,119 | 1,625 6 
2,005 | 1,831 || 2,013} 1,518 
1,965 | 1,719 |! 1,980 1,487 8 
1,868 | 1,649 || 1,883 | 1,348 
1,937 | 1,786 || 1,946! 1,381 || 10 
2,733 | 2,479 || 2,748 1,905 |) UL 
2,030 | 1,844 || 2,040) 41,503 || 12 
2,855 | 2,701 || 2,857] 1,944 || 13 
3,008 | 2,787 || 3,006| 2,038 || 14 
2,350 | 2,176 || 2,363 | 1,637 || 15 
2,378 | 2,200 || 2,380 | 1,796 || 16 
2,468 | 2,204 || 2,483 | 1,792 1] 1? 
2,487 | 2,326 || 2,489 1,841 || 18 
2,993 | 2,776 || 3,010 | 2,055 || 19 
3,084 | 2,840 || 3,083 | 2,320 || 20 
2,568 | 2,396 || 2,578 | 1,869 || 22 
1,676 | 1,520 || 1,698 | 1,198 || 22 
| 

2,523 | 2,307 || 2,530 | 1,739 || 23 
3,203 | 2,904 || 3,211 | 2,279 || 24 
1,274 | 1,078 || 1,349 1,005 || 25 

58,367 | 53,335 || 08,639 | 41,654 ||Total 


The vote of Boston for Governor in 1880 was 53,396. 
In 1879 there were registered also, under Stat. 1879, c. 223, 989 Women, of whom 934 voted for School 
Committee. In 1880, 772 Women were registered. 
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ASSESSED POLLS, REGISTRATION, AND VOTES, 1881-82, 
As Reported by the Registrars of Voters. 


Pee Ve eee ha Se ot | ae fae 
Wie ee dee Poke ee Howe | BS rst | ee ee 
eee ee | ee bate ae 4S?) ee) eae 
1 || 4,042 | 2,045 | 1,087 ||) 2,144 | 1,460 |} 4,250 | 2,835 | 1,809 || 2,365 | 1,630 || 
2 || 4,001 | 1,902 1,169 |) 2,108) 1,457 || 4,136 | 2,255 1,952 || 2,207 | 1,600 || 
3 || 3,133 | 1,819 | 1,215 |] 1,956] 1,445 || 3,208 | 2,183 | 1,881 || 2,181 | 1,558 || 3 
4 || 3,161] 1,759{ 980 || 1,875 | 1,303 || 3,238 | 1,903 1,588 || 1,913 | 1,250 |! 4 
5 || 3,320| 1,886/ 1,256 |! 1,997 | 1,506 || 3,385} 2,078} 1,768 || 2,101/ 1,521 11 5 
6 || 4,437 | 1,662} 1,112 || 2,004 | 1,575 || 4,646 | 2,046 | 1,802 || 2,100] 1,589 || 6 
7 || 3,819} 1,358 | 954 || 1,730} 1,862 || 3,082 | °1,834] 1,619 || 1,851] 1,496 || 
s || 3,776) 1,516] 974 ||- 1,759 | 1,349 || 4,162} 1,972 | 1,721 || 1,993] 1,461 || 
@ || 3,271) 13,5621 924 || 1,692 | - 1,236 | 3,310 | 1,681 | 1,463 || 1,707] 1,247 || 9 
10 || 3,862} 1,493} 839 || 1,599 | 1,225 |} 3,825 | 1,617] 1,368 || 1,651 | 1,217 || 10 
11 || 4,412 | 2,306 | 1,310 |} 2,535 | 1,978 || 4,672) 2,685} 2,983 |! 2,717 | 1,901 || aa 
12 |} 3,350} 1,513} 941 || 1,750] 1,279 |} 3,959] 1,886} 1,666 |} 1,901 | 1,487 || ae 
13 || 5,779 | 2,136 | 1,414 || 2,500} 1,999 |! 5,752 | 2,520 | 2,284 || 9,549 | 1,997 |l ag 
14 || 4,983 | 2,595 | 1,658 || 2,729] 2,013 || 5,406 | 2,240} 2,901 || 2763} 2,078 || aa 
15 '|| 3,935 1,966! 1,201 || 2,153 | 2,576 || 4,230 | 2,209 | 1,960 |! 2,249 | 1,588 |] a5 
16 || 4,764 1,933 | 1,223 |} 2,004 | 1,548 |! 4,779 | 2,008 | 1,854 || 2,109 | 1,506 || z6 
17 |) 3,889 | 2,090 | 1,200 |) 2,198) 1,705 |} 3,067 | 2,220 | 1,015 || 2,251 | 1,700 || a7 
1s |} 3,601 2,146! 1,164 || 2,274| 1,772 |} 3,670| 2,304] 1,026 || 2,330] 1,738 || a6 
19 |} 5,346 | 2,403 1,375 || 2,717 | 1,988 || 5,492 | 2,625 | 2,241 |! 26641 1,897 || a 
20 || 4,884 | 2,589 | 1,590 || 2,933 | 2,300 || 4,935 | 2,946 | 2,565 || 2,971 | 2,258 || ao 
21 || 3,750 | 2,389 | 1,400 || 2,605 | 1,011 || 3,929] 25301 2,159 || 9,572 | 1,953 || on 
a2 || 3,521| 1,380] 794 |! 1,582| 1,204 |} 3,711} 1,747| 1,514 /1 3,774] 1,271 || ae 
a3 || 3,555 | 2,271} 1,189 || 2,378 | 1,749 || 3,740] 2,482 | 2,052 || 9,507 | 1,806 || as 
24 || 4,509| 2,944] 1,406 || 3,051 | 2,276 || 4,000 | 3,151 | 2,667 || 3,194 | 2,311 || ag 
25 || 1,991| 1,168 | 685 || 1,307} 1,054 || 2,036) 1,499 1,196 || 1,476 | 1,069 || as 

Tot’l || 99,711 | 48,831 | 29,219 || 53,566 | 40,170 || 102,725 | 55,481 | 47,734 || 56,198 | 41,288 || S 
Bs 


Women registered in 1881, 748, of whom 640 voted. 
Women registered in 1832, 567, of whom 498 voted. 
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ASSESSED POLLS, REGISTRATION, AND VOTES, 1883-84, 
As Reported by the Registrars of Voters. 


21 
22 


cB ms Sm he B00 on | & of cy ar 
eee Rae eee nad tee | meri se) hie 
eS | 28 | £5 || 23 | Ss || Fe | Soe) 45 | 28 | Ss |i og 
< ee} > m > <q 6 > ms > = 
4,332 | 2,647 | 2,390 2,665 | 2,155 4,523 | 2,790 | 2,490 2,776 | 2,096 1 
4,197 2,853 2,305 2,605 2,098 4,278 2,559 2,287 2,575 2,016 2 
3,374 2,382 2,227 2/433 1,973 3,444 2,499 2,255 2,524 1,973 4 
3,461 | 2,269 | 2,087 2.285 7 1,782 3,618 | 2,37 2,141 2,338 | 1,740 || 4 
3,570 | 2,363-) 2,183 |) 2.379. |. 1,983 3,590 | 2,462 | 2,186 2,445 | 1,951 5 
4,691 | 2,202 | 2,009 2,215 | 1,854 4,553 | 2,186 | 1,996 2,198 | 1,821 6 
3,874 | 2,016 | 1,855 2,043 | 1,734 3,691 | 1,904] 1,712 1,902 | 1,506 || 7 
4,369 | 2,282 | 2,035 2,300 | 1,834 4,587 | 2,358 | 2,085 2,381 | 1,883 8 
3,448 | 2,042 | 1,814 2,049 1,650 3,626 | 2,058 | 1,830 2,022 | 1,588 
4,001 1,903 1,737 1,929 1,591 4,069 1,919 1,689 1,916 1,460 10 
Belton 05,2404). 2.042 8,258 | 2,709 5 ATL | 8,852 | 2,911 3,333 | 2,580 || 11 
4,325 | 2,301 | 2,066 2.33 1,929 $2800 2 218 tb O45 Co Thy tt Le 
6,585 3,120 2,863 8,159 2,758 6,511 3,078 2,735 3,086 2,545 13 
5,539 3,174 2,919 3,207 2,688 5,936 3,00 1 3,031 3,347 2,797 14 
BOT. f 2.525) 2.282 2,556 | 2,110 4,382 | 2,548) 2,253 2,564 | 2,085 || 15 
5,085 | 2,601 | 2,281 2,510 | 2,106 5,138 | 2,483 | 2,214 2,495 | 1,984 || 16 
4,098 | 2,568 | 2,336 7 HOR) 52 193 4,253 | 2,660 | 2,359 2,682 | 2,079 || 17 
8,831 | 2,614 | 2,354 | 9.642 | 2,206 3,901 | 2,634 | 2,335 2,598 | 2,038 18 
5,795 | 3,103 | 2,837 3,146 | 2,475 5,940 | 38,032 | 2,676 3,050 | 2,837 || 19 
5,340 3,544 3,077 3,400 2,867 5,512 3,403 2,060 3,410 2,713 20 
4,229 3,010 2,107 3,025 2,541 4,371 3,134 etd 3,129 2,448 21 
3,839 | 2,105 | 1,918 2 AGG fol ge 4,176 |- 2,120 ‘1,899 2,148 |, 1,729 || 22 
4,016 | 2,797 | 2,556 2 O00 ls 2.516 4,237 | 38,006 | 2,677 8,019 | 2,358 |\ 23 
5,036 | 3,552 | 3,232 3,578 | 2,994 S285 | Spal. lav wok 3,694 | 2,916 || 24 
2,196 | 1,608 | 1,431 1,623 | 1,801 2300 (1, ceil dynos 1,721 | 1,282 || 25 
108,575 | 64,221 | 58,443 64,856 | 53,444 || 111,633 | 65,574 | 58,368 65,585 | 51,662 Tot’! 


~ Women registered in 1883, 701, of whom 650 voted. 
Women registered in 1884, 1,119, of whom 1,026 voted. 


Total Boston vote for Governor, 1884, 58,748. 
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ASSESSED POLLS, REGISTRATION, AND VOTES, 1885-86, 
As Reported by the Registrars of Voters. 


& 3 oa = 
= eg iil seas nee 
; sae! Gate a 
a Sa | 3s =e 
a 28 Lo 2 Ss 
a pa > 23 
4,542,| 2,490] 1,684 2,602 
4,313 | 2,203 | 1,597 2,323 
SGllA 8082. dal 2,327 
3,713 2,129 1,531 2,167 
3,595 | 2,201 | 1,660 2,249 
4,369 | 1,836 | 1,377 1,885 
3,605 1,519 1,202 1,565 
4,414 2,009 1,497 2,057 
3,542)) 1,678)! 1,247 1,713 
3,889 | 1,569 1,191 1,607 
5,456 | 2,821 | 1,861 2,854 
3,944 1,678 1,279 1,749 
6,808 | 2,513 | 1,881 2,711 
6,033 3,004 2,308 3,070 
4,394 | 2,173] 1,572 2,269 
5,080 | 1,979 | 1,405 2,084 
4,186 2,239 1,665 2,272 
8,904 | 2,310 | 1,713 2,333 
5,915 | 2,478 | 1,792 || 2,604 
5,657 | 3,192 | 2,414 3,285 
4,497 | 2,898 | 2,029 2,956 
4,472 | 1,865 | 1,826 1,987 
4,473 | 2,761 | 1,949 2,891 
5,492 3,519 2,537 3,584 
2,438 1,635 1,238 1,695 
112,242 | 56,981 | 41,683 58,837 


> | 3 & > 
a fan} oe Oi-ke ort e = 
a a nS Bes Os a: 
O16 a 2, ges) a) SO 
Bie eel el yess |) Set Gee 
Soe th ieee he | cage aes 
og ah; ee 2a) ae | ae Ae lee 
Seta ee Gian A ane I aoe hoses 
ce ie mee See eet mas lege 
ess ae es Beh SA aha 
n re a2 i 
“> < fo > om > = 
2,052 || 4,489 | 2,433 | 1,823 || 2,669 2,189 || & 
| 
1,888 || 4,269 | 2,049 | 1,665 || 2,325 | 1,985 |; 2 
1,705 || 3,466 | 2,212 | 1,858 || 2,251 | 1,729 || 3 
1,481 |] 3,698 | 2,043 1,677 || 2,084 | 1,534 || 4 
1,644 || 3,671 | 2,186 | 1,827 || 2,241! 1,771 |! & 
1,489 || 4,129 | 1,648 | 1,348 |! 1,702] 1,377!| 6 
1,209 || 3,548 | 1,483{ 1,210 || 1,478 | 1,216 || 
1,504 4,298 | 1,877 | 1,561 1,924 | 1,546 8 
1,292 || 3,596 | 1,685 | 1,393 || 1,724] 1,344 || 9@ 
1,205 || 3,697 | 1,402] 1,142 || 1,433] 1,112 || 10 
2,036 || 5,488 | 2,750] 2,238 || 2,782 | 2,099 || UL 
1,334 || 3,809 | 1,643 | 1,876 || 1,720 | 1,365 || 12 
2,185 6,640 | 2,577 | 2,020 2,757 | 2,203 || 13 
2,344 || 5,962 | 2,860 | 2,323 || 2,934 | 2,269 || 14 
1,765 |' 4,412 | 2,148 | 1,757 || 2,217 | 1,822 |! 15 
1,518 |] 5,090 | 1,843 | 1,486 || 1,885] 1,486 || 16 
1,683 || 4,329 | 2,086 | 1,715 || 2,181 | 1,725 || 17 
1,785 || 3,812 | 2,154) 1,816 |! 2,170] 1,727 || 18 
1,957 || 6,119 | 2,487 | 1,986 || 2,625} 2,070 || 19 
2,497 || 5,830 | 3,124 | 2,604 || 3,199 | 2,510 || 20 
9,212 || 4,713 | 2,042 | 2,417 || 2,948 | 2,807 || 24 
1,542 || 4,458 | 1,928] 1,571 || 2,003] 1,587 || 22 
2,291 || 4.828 | 2,914] 2,356 || 3,012] 2,438 || 23 
2,716 || 5,830 | 3,578 | 2,892 || 3,603} 2,849 || 24 
1,403 || 2,465 | 1,724] 1,406 || 1,756 | 1,457 || 25 
44,682 || 112,667 | 55,728 | 45,467 || 57,653 | 45,667 | Tot’l 


Women registered in 1885, 2,238, of whom 2,062 voted. 


Women registered in 1886, 1,198, of whom 878 voted. 
In 1886 there were in addition 40 scattering votes for Mayor. 


POLLS AND VOTES. 


215 


ASSESSED POLLS, REGISTRATION, ANIL VOTES, 1887-88, 
As Reported by the Registrars of Voters. 


62% 2 Oa * & & | Wann. 


=" 
= 


12 


Assessed Polls, 
May 1, 1887. 


4,678 
4,365 
3,649 
8,752 
3,686 
4,058 
3,405 
4,385 
3,614 
3,496 
5,998 
3,817 
6,376 
6,495 
4,443 
5,237 
4,541 
3,941 
6,412 
6,169 
4,920 
4,598 
5,177 
6,250 
2,734 


Tot’ ||| 115,996 


Zt r . i 

GEES bore ee fay) aus SIs Ls eae 

Se Se eeu eae || Re lees daar ne ey ee 

we te peop ae ae ee Bee See GEE 

35 oa o> om ot |. 2e7 |] £9 55 2s . 
22 BS Mah Seen ar retses a) 2s ewe © z || 3 
Eyes] 2 Eries| 29 eis | 2 eae] 22 4 
g | Ga OU pepe tliny at, alee! whee Bias tips 
2,170 | 2,239 || 2,843 | 2,394 || 4,989 | 3,200 | 2,845 |) 3,289 | 2,844 1 
2,469 | 2,121 || 2,529 | 2,109 |! 4,602 | 2,637 | 2,865 || 2,716 | 2,376 2 
2,279 | 1,920 || 2,316 | 1,874 || 3,703 | 2,530 | 2,288 || 2,585 | 2,180 3 
2,123 | 1,765 || 2,154 | 1,604 || 3,836 | 2,493 | 2,233 || 2,527 | 2,106 4 
2,186 | 1,827 || 2,207 | 1,787 || 3,786 | 2,444 | 2,215 |) 2,525 | 2,174 5 
1,723 | 1,464 |! 1,761 | 1,445 || 4,358 | 2,016 | 1,784 |' 2,051 | 1,839 6 
1,572 | 1,334 || 1,640 | 1,328 || 8,769 | 1,773 | 1,535 || 1,814 | 1,574 rd 
2,180 | 1,882 || 2,230 | 1,785 || 4,501 | 2,403 | 2,154 || 2,449 | 2,046 8 
1,737 | 4,401 |) 1,772 | 1,441 || 3,724 | 1,997 | 1,797 || 2,032 | 1,687 9 
1,337 | 1,082 |} 1,378 | 1,126 || 3,461 | 1,652 | 1,462 || 1,689 | 1,390 |} 10 
3,011 | 2,378 || 3,060 | 2,534 || 6,383 | 3,949 | 3,563 || 4,028 | 3,336 || 4 
1,880 | 1,627 |} 1,909 | 1,609 || 4,050 | 2,145 | 1,905 || 2,212 | 1,898 || 12 
2,744 | 2,165 || 2,825 | 2,465 || 6,735 | 3,285 | 2,914 || 3,342 | 2,959 |! 13 
3,115 | 2,564 || 3,232 | 2,700 || 6,889 | 3,941 | 3,574 || 4,026 | 3,534 || 14 
2,242 | 1,827 || 2,319 | 1,935 |] 4,728 | 2,809 | 2,586 || 2,851 | 2,545 || 15 
1,988 | 1,709 || 2,074 | 1,668 || 5,696 | 2,492 | 2,169 || 2,553 | 2,200 || 16 
2,296 | 1,943 || 2,309 | 2,020 || 4,721 | 2,875 | 2,642 || 2,938 | 2,584 || 1? 
2,233 | 1,833 || 2,287 | 1,808 || 4,219 | 2,737 | 2,514 || 2,766 | 2,347 || 18 
2,678 | 2,098 || 2,742 | 2,281 || 6,920 | 3,388 | 3,078 ||. 3,483 | 3,015 |! 19 
3,295 | 2,708 || 3,432 | 2,937 || 6,559 | 4,090 | 3,761 || 4,190 | 3,695 || 20 
3,084 | 2,553 || 3,195 | 2,754 || 5,319 | 3,812 | 3,456 || 3,878 | 3,367 || 2 
2,195 | 1,749 || 2,262 | 1,933 || 4,691 | 2,688 | 2,410 || 2,749 | 2,354 || 22 
3,224 | 2,577 || 3,410 | 2,970 || 5,777 | 4,038 | 3,756 || 4,156 | 3/636 || 23 
3,878 | 3,040 || 3,969 | 3,342 || 6,856 ; 4,609 ; 4,245 || 4,682 | 4,057 || 24 
1,974 | 1,617 || 2,055 | 1,791 || 2,942 | 2,112 | 1,918 || 2,135 | 1,865 || 25 
60,213 | 49,423 |) 62,000 | 51,820 ||123,213 | 72,115 | 65,169 || 73,666 | 63,548 ||'T't?l 


Total Boston vote for Governor, in 1888, 64,923. 


Women registered in 1887, 837, of whom 725 voted. 


Women registered in 1880, 20,252, of whom 19,490 voted. 
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ASSESSED POLLS, REGISTRATION, AND VOTES, 1889, 


As Reported by the Registrars of Voters. 


‘ bs VOTE FOR GOVERNOR, Noy. 5, es VoTE FOR Mayor, DEc. 
> iS) 1889 2 10, 1889. 
Lew} lee) fe or mS om . 
a Oak Sais: bre oe Qa 
oa} ae ao ey te Pay SO S 
< vor of my = he v : Se a A = 
= aay | ge ry ay, | a Pia = +3 3s = 
Se are 2 gtd Be ee He Oe a z is 
a ee be e 8 = 5 RQ 5 = 
om fa 
is 5,134 3,086 900 1,359 ih 2,330 3,208 1,701 859 2,560 1 
DE 4,517 2,505 1,287 588 37 1,912 2,590 795 1,264 2,059 2 
3. 38,710 2,414 1,056 710 59 1,825 2,493 |> 966 1,007 1,973 ||. 38 
4. 3,841 2,322 | 860 828 60 1,748 2,368 1,081 739 1,820 At 
D>. 8,593 2,390 1,032 811 49 1,892 2,464 1,048 912 1,955 ||. & 
6. 4,444 1,800 1,099 254 26 1,379 1,997 320 1,544 1,664 | Te 
fine 3,581 1,493 852 237 17 1,106 1,601 344 976 UPS PU NN 5 lee 
8 . 4,411 2,137 1,221 470 30 1,721 2,218 677 1,182 1,859 8 
9. 5,640 1,818 579 699 55 1,333 1,900 1,046 427 1,473 9 
10 3,196 1,565 412 | 619 30 1,061 1,444 840 291 1,131 10 
1 .|| 6,599 | 38,784] 1,115] 1,623 | 89] 297 || 3,856 | 2,373 486 | 2,859 WW 
12. 3,826 1,855 1,084 386 29 1,499 1,949 469 1,187 1,606 12 
13 6,243 2,955 1,904 342 20 2,266 3,091 433 2,250 2,683 ||}. Us 
14 7,155 3,867 1,601 1,381 95 3,077 4,013 1,826 1,542 3,368 ||. 14 
15 4,738 | 2,668 | 1,265 802 | 50] 2117 || 2,736} 1,080] 1,171 | 2,251 ||. LS. 
16 5,928 2,189 1,151 643 44 1,738 27248 756 999 1,755 |}. 16 
17 4,756 | 2,519 942 999 | 66 2,007 2,636 | 1,315 767 | 2,082 ||. 17 
18 4,097 2,472 647 1,181 78 1,906 2,518 | 1,615 385 2,000 |). 18 
19 6,833 3,223 1,481 815 64 2,360 3,366 1,314 1,401 2,715 |i. 1e 
20. 6,687 8,912 1,724 1,278 67 3,069 4,032 1,741 1,550 3,291 ||. 20 
21 5,629 | 3,769 | 1,098 | 1,723] 110] 2,931 3,822 | 2,305 757 | 3,062 ||. 21 
22 5,020 2,643 1,850 625 24 1,999 2,704 90 1,193 2,183 |}. 22 
23 6,151 4,079 1,412 1,525 171 8,108 4,172 2,270 1,141 3,411 ||. 23 
24 7,314 4,607 1,407 2,056 121 8,584 4,794 2,791 1,151 3,942 ||. 24 
25 _ 8,205 2,112 829 800 54 1,683 2,154 1,042 742 1,784 ||. 25 
Total || 124,148 | 67,984 | 28,308 | 22,654 | 1,516 | 52,478 70,344 | 31,133 | 25,673 | 56,806 ||Total 
71 |\Scat’g 
77 |\Gr’nd 
$6,877 | Total 
Proportion of registered men who voted for Governor. ...... skeet ots. t (0c) DER CeLibs 
as es ‘ § ae fof “Yee SFM a VOnpiss feasts ate ‘eiee re ves S000 per cent. 


Vote for license, December 10, 27, 184; against license, 17,875. 
Women registered in 1889, 10,589, of whom 10,051, or 94.92 per cent., voted, casting 10,058 ballots. 
Ballots cast, December 10, 57,893. 
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ASSESSED POLLS, REGISTRATION, AND VOTES, 1890, 
As Reported by the Registrars of Voters. 


a VOTE FOR GOVERNOR, a VoTE FoR MAYOR, DEc. 
S iS) Noy. 4, 1890. a 9, 1890. 
SB @ | no pale) H , 
F aon S3s . SOs . ! : a 
< Son | eas 8 5 race) ie i) 4 
e aup, | Yom =| o & oF Ls a 4 & 
pet Ge eee Wena rd Amey feta ee dae 
Pel OMe LRM As" who loa We aha es 
ee} a) ec a a a | 77) x 
ae 5,311] 2,952) 1,058) 1,142 78| 2,278; 3,144] 1,175] 1,374 56] 2,605}]. «.. 1 
aks. » 4,694| 2,380] 1,432) 459 59; 1,950} 2,578] 1,519] 598 FS 2i14G ll i ag 
3 3,659] 2,458] 1,278] 686 64 2,028} 2,500) 1,216] 670 66) 1 O50 oases 
4. 3,797 2,161} 1,005} 735 59} 1,799 2,256. 911) 832 43) ASTS86) |e. oo ae 
5. 3,817 2,384| 1,208) 724 51} 1,983 2,411)-1,143) . 718 56] 1,912|/}. . « & 
Ci ia ees 4,910 1,844) 1,310) 188 10} 1,508 1,921) 1,274;  .270 TNE, 55D in even Ob 
leaves: 3,572 1,372} 941) 146 17| 1,104 1,417}, 902; 185 Sh D105 re) ee et 
8. 4,416] 1,919] 1,236) 346 30| 1,612} 1,994) 1,176] 339 231A. Sse thee oS 
eke 3,763 1,786} 696, 701 54) 1,451 1,815}: 628) 575 TZ) RAT even 
10.. 3,120 1,283} 497) 535 30| 1,062 1,325} 441) 466 62} 969)|...10 
11 6,663) 3,811) 1,493) 1,620 79) ,8,1021-.  3,03%).1/343141, 198). 240 2718: ee 
1 ena 3,594. 1,619} 996) 207 27| 1,230 1,644| 1,071 266 OT SU SBS Hien aD 
13. 6,111 2,551; 1,896 191 14} 2,101 2,685) 1,937 250 7 22,1941). . «Ad 
14... 7,404 3,770) 1,975) 1,117 87| 8,179} 3,993; 2,094) 1,247 66] 3,407||. . .14 
red 4,783 2,545) 1,384 578 59} 2,021 2,652) 1,454 695 42) 2,191]/|}. ..15 
Gi. 5 508 1,980} 1,199} 377 37| 1,618 2,064; 1,188] 464 28] 1,630]|.. .16 
‘tr 4,737 2,364) 1,098] 866 63; 2,027 2,473] 1,085} 801 86} 1,973 Joss 17 
Sie... 4,044 2,240) 794! 1,006 62) 1,862 2,298} 728} 881] 126) 1,735)|...18 
| 
19. 7,021 3,047) 1,704; 698 98} 2,500 3,220) 1,698} 913 44) 2,655|'. . .19 
20)... 6,948 3,817) 2,081) 1,153 88} 3,272} 3,920) 1,882} 1,128} 119] 3,129] .. .20 
PT De 6,039 3,696] 1,424) 1,552) 189) 38,113 3,814) 1,284) 1,550) 238] 3,072} ...2L 
ae 5,386; 2,726] 1,663] 544 42| 2,249] 2,813] 1,619) 643 60| 2,322) . . .22 


Eesha, 6,553) 3,949] 1,762] 1,825)  67| 3,154) 4,088| 1,782] 1,159] 205] 3,146) ...23 
mar ito.. 7,655] 4,680! 1,873) 1,947;  12%| 3,947| 4,842) 1,682| 2,046] 223! 3,951|,. . . 24 
oi... 3,598 2,200] 1,021/ 783) 43} 1,847| 2,802] 1,027| 764! 102) 1,803|. . .2% 


Total . || 127,103] 65,534/32,974/ 19,626] 1,484/54,084| 68,100) 32,210) 19,957| 2,043) 54,210||. ‘Total 


od IEA bt SEM RR came Seta’ och 450] Sahecio hwo © fh 'elicec-Auema nig cal ve 7 Ne AE) SN ioe RRO are al eee 44||. Scat’g 

Grand Grand 
OMA Teen ath ies nce a due. 8 wc] yw e'-| a eae MOS, OO) be cies des ie sec al Saat demepe T OSpROei ie maebes 
Proportion of registered men who voted for Goverbr'y cesses Gee phones od sash Te 82.53 
ide Cu $s as oe se <5 Mayor . ° . . ° . . . . . . . ° . . . . cal . 79.67 


License vote, December 9. — Yes, 29,159; No, 18,910. 
Women registered, 7,925, of whom 7,489, or 93.87 per cent., voted. 
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ASSESSED POLLS, REGISTRATION AND VOTES, 1891, 
As Reported by the Registrars of Voters. 


ee 
Ban se. 

a|" 3 

o9 
1 5,566 | 3,403 
2 5,041 2,724 
3 3,744 2,598 
4 .|| 3,891] 2,383 
5. 4,125 2,577 
6 . 4,182 1,875 
Wied) a5, Ola} 61,482 
s . 4,541 | 1,985 
D>: 3,908 1,848 
10 3,387 1,348 
11 7,231 4,172 
12 3,900 1,639 
13 7,054 | 2,869 
14 7,634 4,229 
15 4,973 | 2,728 
16 5,574 | 2,087 
17 4,893 | 2,606 
18 4,185 | 2,428 
19 7,195 | 3,205 
20 .|| 7,326 | 4,376 
21 6,571 | 4,260 
22 5,756 | 3,035 
BBs tT, 085 | 4,320 
24 8,601 | 5,356 
25 3,891 2,448 
Total || 134,045 | 71,980 


1 


Proportion of registered men who voted for Governor. . 


‘é «é 


ce 


VOTE FOR GOVERNOR, * VoTeE FoR MAYOR, 
Nov. 3, 1891. ie Dec.. 15, 1891. , 
Saree Q 
= g ae) cack ee 5 
CU teeter ey ee | a a ar oe 
Beth et ei acd & | 2 | Sb 
eS = H oO = a 
1,381 ) 1,502 55 2,938 3,463 1,315 1,329 29 2,673 1 
1,601 534 29 2,164 2,796 439 1,554 25 2,018 2 
14267385) AT PoE 2,627 614 | 1,337 25 | 2,006 3 
1,088 847 53 1,988 2,432 770 1,083 26 1,879 4 
1,350 771 39 2,160 2,608 658 1,239 27 1,924 3 
1,558 183 18 1,559 1,915 163 1,317 if 1,487 6 
1,007 183 33 1,223 1,502 140 911 8 1,059 
1,263 372 34 1,669 2,011 275 1,202 13 1,490 8 
708| 771} 48] 1,527 || 1,863 595 606} 35 | °1,236 
502 627 31 1,160 1,389 533 394 18 945 || 10 
1,586 | 1,817 87 3,490 4,219 1,299 1,261 48 2,608 iL 
1,102| 257} 204 1,379 1,657 195 | 2.080: 17s) Pager a 
2,130] 290} 26] 2,446 || 2,912 205 | 2,169 9{ 2,383 || 18 
2,312 | 1,262 5d 3,629 4,300 1,061 2,135 33 3,229 || 14 
1,625 650 42 2,317 2,755 552 1,468 15 2,035 LS 
1,247 435 40 Weiz2 2,118 382 1,136 20 1,538 || 16 
1,286 953 55 2,294 2,731 827 1,262 68 2,157 || 1? 
938}1,121| 74] 2,183 {| 2,498] 1,054 s40! 33! 1,927 || 18 
1,789 | 5a] 54 2,596 || 3,288 700. |. 1,717 | > 18) + 2,40D 17 Lo 
2,429 | 1,286 80 | 38,795 4,489 1,084 | 2,437 58 | 3,579 || 20 
1,698 | 1,878 93 3,669 : 4,312 1,674 1,489 57 3,220 || 21 
1,735| 715| 46] 2,496 )| 3,090 629 | 1,731 15 | 2,375 || 22 
1,859 | 1,714 | 142 3,715 4,463 1,467 1,810 66 3,343 || 23 
2,073 | 2,418 | 106 4,597 5,440 2,163 1,914 76 4,153 || 24 
1,146 | 925 88 | 2,109 2,495 788 | 15197 32 | 1,967 || 25 
36,639 |23,002} 1,345 | 60,986 | 73,373 | 19,582 | 34,708 | 778 | 55,018 
O. (Oke Gear pomp = Gin iyc iene - . 984.73 per cent. 
Hi es So tite nme NESTOR EN mmealte ile €) elie og ef okw si eteln 12:90, )eImoen ve 


License vote, December 15. — Yes, 25,648; No, 21,552. 
Women registered, 6,008, of whom 5,428, or 90.35 per cent., voted. 
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ASSESSED POLLS, REGISTRATION AND VOTES, 
1892, 


As Reported by the Registrars of Voters. 


a || 85 

ais 

Tern .9,9te 

2 5,340 

3. || .8,954 

4 .|| 4,142 
5 4,263 
6 4,497 
7 .|| 4,003 

8 .|| 4,870 

4,170 

10 3,490 
eho st 178,147 
12 .|| 3,866 
13 .|| 7,180 
14 .|| 7,883 
15 5,300 
16 .|| 5,949 
17 ./| 5,229 
4s .|| 4,654 
BO, 1) 7481 
20 7,862 
21... || 7,274 
22 ./| 6.191 
a3. .|| 7,822 
24 9,350 
25 .|| 4,252 
143,141 


Total. 


Reg. for 
State Election, 
1892 


87,227 


VoTE FOR GOVORNOR, 


VOTE FOR PRESIDENT, 


Nov. 8, 1892. Nov. 8, 1892. 
- <, | 
A dele Soli igh tv 
1,671} 1,600 38 | 3,309 || 1,523 | 1,792 | 18) 29} 1) 3,363 
639 | 1,846 24 | 2,509 || 1,809 729} 12) | 4| 2,571 
815 1,646 42 | 2,503 || 1,593 830 | 26) 29 4) 2,482 
983 | 1,270 37 | 2,290 || 1,255 | 1,060 | 17) 30 6| 2,368 
$27 1,467 26 | 2,320 || 1,429] 920} 15) 20 1 2,385 
287 | 1,508 13 | 1,808 || 1,534} 387] 3] 10) 3 1,887 
USNS 1,090 18 | 1,405 |} 1,104 | 353 8 5; 4) 1,474 
489| 1,450 27 | 1,966 || 1,480| 564| 14; 8| 12) 2,028 
1,050 999 54 | 2,103 950 | 1,159} 12) 36) 2) 2,159 
821 821 36 | 1,678 748 9241 018)0 226) 2) 1017 
2,613 2,046 76 | 4,785 || 1,932 | 2,777 | 34) 51 7) 4,801 
443) 1,205 26 | 1,674 || 1,186) 487} 14 is 4| 1,698 
347 2,505 19 | 2,671 || 2,291} 401) 11 6 3} 2,712 
1,499] 2,621 64 | 4,184 || 2,544 11,645 | 24) 385) 8] 4,256 
796 1,959 30 | 2,785 || 1,906} 903; 16; 15 8| 2,848 
693 1,491 29 | 2,173 || 1,892 773 | 18} 12) 4) 2,199 
1,215 | 1,545 53 | 2,813 || 1,493 | 1,312 26) 23}  7| 2,861 
1,519! 1,224 56 ) 2,799 || 1,144 1,628 | 26) 27} 2] 2,827 
1,050} 2,038 52 | 3,140 || 1,838! 1,146; 28] 18, 12) 3,042 
1,557 | 2,858 69 | 4,484 || 2,788 | 1,689 | 39; 56; 8) 4,580 
2,308 | 2,192 99 | 4,599 || 2,072 | 2,490} 20; 48) 4| 4,634 
891 2,109 41 | 3,041 || 2,057 990:| 17 6| 13) 3,083 
2,090} 2,852 165 | 4,607 || 2,241 | 2,280 | 50) 98) 47) 4,716 
2,984 | 2,566 104 | 5,654 || 2,459 | 3,212 | 37} 70 1| 5,779 
1,105 | 1,229 32 | 2,366 || 1,213 | 1,154 | 14] 28) 4) 2,413 
28,949) 43,437 | 1,280 |73,616)|41,931/31,555| 517; 710 ey ety 


25 


Proportion of registered men who voted for President. ...... 


“6 


“6 


“ 


66 


66 


SH COVGTHODas sues sarcntakekaatacs 


85.85 per cent. 


84.40 


‘6 
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MUNICIPAL REGISTER. 


ASSESSED POLLS, REGISTRATION AND VOTES, 
1892, 


As reported by the Registrars of Voters. 


; VOTE FOR Mayor, DkEc. 
es 18, 1892. 
ag 
a 
WARDS. = a oa a gz WARDS. 
2. 523 B @D o = 
a 2 SE rt a a 4 & 
“Oo Site 3 ap rs) © 
a Ay o 3 3S (o) = ‘a 
<q ay sj x a » 
Daweh Rss he ot 5,993 | 3,962 TSG! 6.72640. 9 ig Stas. eae ane 1 
SB DeAraeetrs. ecken ere 5,354 3,082 1,840 649 | 0 2,489 Pn a ee = 2 
3). sours 3,954 2,943 1,489 701} 0 2A90M cs eaters a 3 
4. 7 4,156 2,808 1,179 898 | 0 2,077 = eer eS 
Bb Masia a hiya tae aie 4,263 2,778 1,337 768 | 1 2,106 cate Wet tek ee D 
6. “ -| 4,506 2,255 1,512 2523) 2a] sip LC Oo lnsaneas: Rome as 6 
PAU a: Taiko Joe tke 4,006 1,760 990 286 | 0 1,276 tes Be tr g 
OPE hase ts los hone Ate 4,876 2,371 1,445 839 | 0 1,784 4 ae 
dee hae 4,172 2,494 890 810 | 0 TOO set a ate spe 
PO ee th led devas 3,504 1,926 697 BiOueel L,SiB ace b peltena pees - 10 
REGIS Aa ch weel cs 8,160 | 5,394 1,705: | 2 2 62041 * omits 797 : Pars 3 iy § 
12. 3 3,881 2,089 1,227 374 0 1,601 epaite ce eee Fy) 
13. - - 7,185 3,302 2,233 362 3 2,598 ake . 13 
14... aimal 3a.c 7,890 4,901 2,440 ASO eel SS 20Ulay eateaten ts rarer, le 
15 EA sear ee 5,305 3,364 1,770 817 | 0 2,587 ae ee eS 15 
NG Paaleteten «stiel oars 5,958 2,694 1,434 577 | 0 2,011 - ipa LG. 
Mee Se ate ple the ake 5,237 3,299 1,452 1,039 | 0 DB AGT ates Le mobiaate ta Poh les 
1 OES age ; 4,666 | 3,165 1,049 | {1,279 | 0 | 2,328 . eS, 
ESD cea alot cutek.s Boia 7,497 3,881 1,863 1,066 | 1 2 OSPR ata acettesinee ss -. 19 
BO WENA Mee me ete sae 7,872 5,243 2,717 1,564 | 0 4,281 5 20 
21 : Hemant T Lp OR 4,915) 2,178 | 0 4,098 race 22 
2) ie cep aay 6,202 3,580 1,903 887 | 0 2,790 oi Mp ioets ue . 22 
08 25 Sieh Soe: aah 7,838 5,355 Q,041 2,174 | 0 A, QIBGUEY. 5. wemechers . . 23 
2: TS: pee aap ote ma Ogoon 6,500 2,121 2,749 | 0 4,870 «ve terete numba he 24 
-¥y Taye oeive 4,261 2,796 1,172 1,179 | 0 2 S5LAV Sede a eeasle te tess 25 
POUR A Bameot’s -| 148,370 | 87,154 || 39,986 | 26,671 | 10 | 66,667 


Porportion of registered men who voted for Mayor . 
License vote, Dec. 13 — Yes, 31,616; No, 30,476. 
Women registered, 9,992, of whom 9,610, or 95.18 per cent., voted. 


@ foe. lai ie 


- » « . 76.49 per cent. 


VOTE FOR MAYOR. 


VOTE FOR MAYOR. 


WARD. 


eo et ant» WwW wv - 


pm mm mt kp 
oan © DW m © 


Wiis vs 
LS. 
19.. 
20.. 
21... 


22.. 


23.. 
24.. 
25.. 


Total 


1876. 

& | 3 

ao | 2 
675 599 
922 254 
658 518 
438 513 
693 520 
1,505 101 
1,071| 269 
724 390 
390 728 
388 698 
434| 1,064 
926 292 
1,047| 143 
697 623 
568 485 
695 373 
536 863 
$24) 1,143 
832 428 
773 641 
351 942 
475 332 
556 728 
446 821 
438 314 
16,5 i2| 13,782 


Buttrick. 


10 
11 


1877. 
1,156] 842 
608! 1,280 
1,051] 861 
1,056] 580 
953| 827 
352| 1,648 
325] 1,628 
660| 1,070 
1,273] 516 
1,079} 500 
1,569] 468 
438| 1,521 
405| 1,912 
1,434] 918 
992| 893 
804| 925 
1,279] 677 
1,647} 402 
801; 1,227 
1,099| 1,162 
1,619} 409 
558, 782 
1,322| 737 
2,034) 556 
576, 556 
25,090) 22,892 


1878. 

ei) 5 ) 

a | 2 {Pi 2 

ies ata fin ai ate 
671 812; 16 548 
1,016] 388) 27|| 956 
730} 632| 33 Ti 
490 634) 18 471 
716 582 5 712 
1,298 263; 18]| 1,133 
1,271 279} 26)| 1,170 
963} 476) 9 879 
395 973; 10 458 
435 870| 29 445 
407; 1,370) 24 527 
1,260 373} 21\| 1,086 
1,489) 281; 24|| 1,346 
809} 1,035; 13 797 
762 632} 10 628 
962 544) 27 883 
! 624; 968) 17 653 
372) 1,309 5 463 
1,155 564; 36 955 
1,144| 797] 16]| 1,030 
395} 1,258) 10 487 
686 240| 382 702 
615] 1,002} 6] 601 
561| 1,326 ] 650 
450 389} 12 458 
19,676) 18,003) 440|| 18,697 


221 
1879. 
an |¥/s e 
847) 15 3} 1 
389 6 2 
696| 41) 20 3 
600; 23), 4 
606) 14 2 °° 
262 9} 41} 6 
ZIG L1 26 ‘ai 
S80) 23}) 17 8 
809; 14 9 
754| 20 5 10 
T,188ie-10F si? SLE 
$26) 16} “11 12 
204; 31; 18 13 
861) 438 8 14 
COZ LZ eS 1S 
435| 20) 21 16 
868; 15 8 1? 
1,073}, 4) 7| 18 
464, 37! 88 19 
706 2) 30 20 
1,057; 7). 10}} 21 
306 oo) ee Sy 22 
884; 10) 58 23 
1,246 3 5 24 
411 4|. 25 
16,083} 399) 355|| Total 


* As reported by the Registrars of Voters. 


222 MUNICIPAL REGISTER. 
VOTE FOR MAYOR. 
1880. 1881. 1882,* 1883.* ‘1884.* 
| 

: ap Re ped abe ree a | 8 Bode = 
= A n o By my tc) a o) vo) = = 
eee | 571} 1,055'| 979) 481|| 559} 1,080|| 1,525] 630) 738] 1,358 1 
OR Ae sii 975) 529|| 509] 948|| 1,143/ 547|| 786] 1,312/] 1,362]. 634) 2 
Ee eke ae, 752| 735|| 707} 737|| 911] 647|| 885] 1,088] 1,177} 796 3 
BRS, 538] 808]; 760] 638|| 594) 656|| 1,072) 710)| 783] 957 4 
| Oper 775| 644/| 698] 808]: 858] 663/| 971) 962|) 1,083] 868 + 
ie oot 1,292) 333]} 314] 1,260|} 1,828) 261|| 250] 1,604/| 1,623] 198 6 
Gar death. 1,224 294|| 299] 1,063]| 1,235] 261/| 315) 1,419|| 1,264; 242 7 
Sm. 992| 494|! 471] 875]; 1,069] 392|| 546] 1,288|| 1,435; 448 8 
9. F 425| 922|| 856] 3879|| 391} 856|| 1,141] 509|| 606) 982 9 
10. é 473| 907|| 927] 297|| 382/  835]| 1,163) 428|/| 482] 978/| 10 
Dawe aie: ie 472| 1,433|| 1,655]  323|| 850} 1,641|| 2,263; 446|| 544) 2,036|| IL 
E200 7h 1,128} 375]! 401]  878)| 1,031} 406]; 547) 1,382]! 1,336, 441|| 22 
re bs: 1,615) 299|| 373] 1,526/| 1,653) 274|| 330) 2,428)| 2.082) 263|| 18 
1402. 926] 1,112|} 1,154]  859/| 1,044) 1,034] 1,889) 1,299); 1,510; 1,247|| 14 
Us. Pa: 801 833|| 794| 782} 885| 703|| 1,031| 1,079|| 1,232/. 53|| 15 
16... 1,182 663 657 889|| 1,051 545 800} 1,306|| 1,305 679 16 
1 Ie Ae Fae 754 1,038'| 992! 713'| 735)  965]| 1,808] 815)/ 816] 1,263|/| 17 
1s. , 405! 1,434|/ 1,411! 361] 354/ 1,384/| 1,817/ 389); 406) 1,632|| 18 
19 .... «|| 1,380] 673|| 580] 1,408|| 1,853) 544|| 979] 1,496/| 1,519 818|| 19 
20. ‘ 1,301] 1,019]/ 964 1,336|] 1,308) 950)| 1,424) 1,443/| 1,404) 1,219)| 20 
21 : 463! 1,396|| 1,293) 618]| 613) 1,340|} 1,992) 549|| 623] 1,825|| 22 
2) f= Seas 791 406! 401} 800!| 932) 339!) 592] 1,125]| 1,230 499|| 22 
BA 684 pee 1,063 686 680} 1,126}| 1,532 784! 995| 1,363 23 
Or a ae 699| 1,580'| 1,611}  665|| 699) 1,612|| 2,186 808) ge] 2,030|/| 24 
25 BA 511! 494!| 560] 494/| 555} 514|/| 650; 651'| 743! 539|/| 25 
Total. . . . |/21,112/20,531)/20,429/19,724|!21,713/19,575||27,494/25,950/ | 27,494| 24,168) Total 


VOTE FOR MAYOR. 223 


VOTE FOR MAYOR, 


As Reported by the Registrars of Voters. 


1885. 1886. 1887. 1888. 1889. 

| q oo = q : 
6 = 4 ra 3s S a ie rs = : = 2 
< o eS ms E S g a & = a S a 
So ph Ph Oh ro Ri LB | Dae ae =a | a ks a = va | 
1 | 833| 1,219 Vaile 1,202 190 803) 1,591)! 1,853 991}| 1,701 859 1 
2 1,373 510;| 1,401 499 85||} 1,481 628 783| 1,593 795| 1,264 2 
3. 1,050 655) 919 640 17)|| 1,053 821)| 1.085! 1,095 966| 1,007 3 
4d 768 713 7105 724 105 791 903)| 1,803 803|| 1,081 739 4 
yan 992 652 987 688 96}; 966 819}| 1,207 967)! 1,043 912 D 
6 1,286 203|| 1,104 142 131 1,257 188 325) 1,514 820} 1,344 6 
7 941 268 904 185 127}; 1,073 255 398| 1,176 344 976 v 
8 . 1,166 338|| 1,123 320 103) | 1,341 444 603| 1,443 677) 1,182 8 

Or. 587 vit }5) 491 803 50 433; 1,008|| 1,166 521)| 1,046 427 
10. 595 610 395 673 44) 349 T77|| 1,018 377 840 291|| 10 
1 bh be 798| 1,238 577| 1,471 §1 422) 2,112|| 2,721 615}| 2,373 486|| 1 
12 1,069 265 927 320 118}| 1,238 371 518} 1,380 469) 1,137|| 12 
13. 1,972 213]; 1,689 183 331|| 2,221 244 298] 2,661 433| 2,250|| 13 
14 1,384 960)| 1,036 926 807)}| 1,400) 1,800)| 1,762) 1,772}| 1,826] 1,542|)) 14 
15 1,132 633 964 621 237|; 1,158 T77|} 1,051} 1,494/) 1,080) 1,171)| 15 


19 .|| 1,440) 517|| 1,845) 476) 249]| 1,452) 829/) 1,262) 1,753)| 1,314) 1,461'| 19 


at 805| 1,407|| 713| 1,505]  89|| 719] 2,035|| 2,496] 861|| 2,205} + 767/| 21 
22 .|| 1,142! 400]! 1,077/ 337) 123!| 1,347/ 586!) 808] 1,446/| 990, 1,193|| 22 
2% .|| 1,287, 1,004|| 1,053; 1,241] 144)| 1,212) 1,767|| 2,383, 1,258]! 2,270] 1,141|] 23 


24 ./|| 1,169] 1,547 888} 1,746); 215 996) 2,346|| 2,888) 1,169)) 2,791} 1,151|| 24 
25. 848} 555 710} 633) 114 914 77 941) 924/) 1,042) 742]| 25 


26,636 |25,179 ||32,712)30,836) |31,133|25,673|| Total 


Total ||26,690|17,992| 23,426|18,686| 3,555 


For Vote for Mayor, 1890 and 1891, see pages 217, 218. 
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VOTE FOR PRESIDENT. 


1876. 1880. 1884. * | 1888.* 
; S cs . 
pee ae ce ee ee ine ta" ae) ls 
eo Nea | is a eet he) Boe ae 
a ss = o Oo faa) ra D oO jas) |, e 
i Ee 863] 1,064 832] 1,286)| 1,038) 1,263 113 76|| 1,101; 1,706 38 1 
ley wliiedgaed 553}! 1,326 675|| 1,503 642 115 27|| 1,641 714 10 2 
3. 973 898)} 1,085 850)| 1,287 776 144 48/| 1,360 903 25 3 
4. 813 895 817 998 985 931 166 59}; 1,135} 1,068 30 ze S 
5. 1,051 766|| 1,078 769)|| 1,223 853 85 45|! 1,221 956 38 i) 
6. 1,637 834/| 1,581 310}! 1,499 502 174 21|| 1,507 270 if 6 
(os dis 1,307 828)| 1,475 344|| 1,193 281 230 8|| 1,197 324 14 rd 
8. 987 567|| 1,129 581|| 1,482 469 161 23|} 1,538 610 5 8 
9. 611} 1,141 529) 1,107 895 860 40 35 743] 1,022 28 9 
10. 606 884 641) 1,126 844 718 76 51 612 817 33); 10 
i 734] 1,207 635) 1,889}| 1,414} 1,340 82 75|| 1,877) 2,189 47|| 11 
RD oes Ho, 211 490}; 1,361 476|| 1,248 466 206 25}; 1,406 475 16}; 12 
0S ee 1,529 228/| 2,259 894/| 2,113 315 304 8}| 2,592 320 2|| 13 
14.. 985} 1,064|/ 1,327) 1,421/| 1,540 1,195 243 58]| 1,917} 1,625 32)| 14 
15. 836 770}| 1,127) 1,085)| 1,285 796 147 25)|} 1,593 977 16|; 15 
16.. 890 634|| 1,352 840/} 1,391 608 174 41|| 1,491 642 34,| 16 
17. ./|| 802] 1,128] 977] 1,303]] 1,092/ 1,037; 164/ 66|| 1,294] 1,209]  49|| 17 
LS. 617| 1,899 595) 1,722 921| 1,282 63} _ 69 916) 1,552 46}; 18 
19, .|| 1,182 608|| 1,771 980!| 1,636 732 254 54|; 2,001} 1,053 24)| 19 
20. ./|| 1,043 885)}| 1,606} 1,232) 1,844 986 162 68}| 2,212) 1,518 31}; 20 
PD A 573, 1,311 662, 1,728)) 1,155, 1,413 99 110}; 1,889, 2,064 53|| 21 
eae ene 728 407 926 589!} 1,195) 456 220 28|| 1,720 684) 6|; 22 
3 TE 991) 1,039 903} 1,394)) 1,491} 1,024 97 65}| 1,930) 1,726 100|| 23 
24.. 900) 1,354 952} 1,951}| 1,496) 1,525 148 152)| 1,755) 2,417 73|| 24 
25 628 481 475 600 852) 577 51 24)| 1,017 881 20|| 25 
Total || 23,684) 20,436 777|| Total 


27,421) 25,550] | 32,572] 20,827; 3,718) 1,251 Leos 27,762 


* As reported by the Registrars of Voters. 
For Vote for President, 1892, see page 219. 


bee 


Total 


VOTE FOR GOVERNOR. 225 
VOTE FOR GOVERNOR, 
As Reported by the Registrars of Voters. 
1882. 1883. 1884. 1885. 
Pes ANS hae 

Peeve fe te tae hs Pee Ce tea Pee ee 
991 903 is 940} 1,488) 12 878) 1,457) 111) 65] 2,511 626) 1,035) 23 1 
1,552 396 4|| 1,579 718 8}| 1,423 727; 112| 25) 2;287)| 1,157 436 4 2 
1,343 527} 11/| 1,375 846 6|| 1,197 877| 142] 44) 2,260)| 1,056 655) 20 3 

946 625} 17|| 1,124 956 7 923 979| 155| 52} 2,109 745 768) 18 4 
1,189 565| 14/| 1,264 862 71| 1,162 906 80| 33] 2,181 971 665| 24 5 
1,619 180 3]| 1,734 Die 2|| 1,493 3806) 178} 21; 1,998|| 1,219 155 3 6 
1,420 197 2|| 1,561 294 0O}| 1,165 3803} 263 7| 1,738 987 214 1  ( 
1,397 318 6/| 1,540 492 3|| 1,381 516) 162} 21) 2,080)| 1,183 298! 16 8 

627 824) 12 678| 1,128 ry 732| 1,057 40| 26] 1,855 467 759) 21 9 

672 687 9 656| 1,075 6 669 949 76| 33) 1,727 460 705} 26)! 10 
787' 1,484' 12 768° 2,159) 15 978! 1,857 79| 46| 2,960 499} 1,849) 13 il 
1,375 281) 10}! 1,579 480 7} 1,204 512} 204] 22) 1,942/) 1,000 260; 19|| 12 
2,077 208 1)| 2,535 326! 2)| 2,089 325] 310 3] 2,727|| 1,691 183 7] 13 
1,488 895 8|| 1,568} 1,341] 10/}] 1,393) 1,856) 243) 45) 3,037|| 1,276) 1,019} 10}; 14 
1,313 641 6|| 1,282 998 2|} 1,200 920} 147; 20} 2,287 968 603 1\| 15 
1,427 419 8|| 1,562 712 7|| 1,863 704| 196) 40] 2,303)! 1,009 379} 17) 16 
1,067 830] 18|| 1,073) 1,255 8 926) 1,250) 163] 47) 2,386 725 CLT 25h es 
710} 1,199} 17 658) 1,686) 10 674| 1,598 62| 45) 2,379 455| 1,229} 29)| 18 
1,793 423] 25]| 1,919 902} 16|| 1,524 863} 258) 46} 2,691/) 1,263 504; 25 19 
1,664 887) 14|| 1,782) 1,288 7|| 1,607} 1,261) 155; 48] 3,071/| 1,401 985] 28|| 20 
844) 1,302} 13 833} 1,910) 14 869| 1,751 99} 82} 2,801 563) 1,439) 27 21 
22 284 9}| 1,355 561 2|| 1,125 530} 220] 23] 1,898 940 384 2|| 22 
1,003} 1,039} 10}]} 1,037; 1,507} 12}/) 1,169) 1,377 95| 56] 2,697 837| 1,091} 21 23 
1,142} 1,506] 19); 1,119! 2,090) 28]/ 1,115) 1,955) 132) 108) 3,310 871} 1,637) 29|| 24 
707 487 2 770 661 0 | 798 645 51} 19} 1,315 633 601 4\| 25 
30,374| 17,105] 255|| 32,291! 25,958] 194||29,057| 24,981| 3,733] 977| 58,74%|| 23,002) 18,270] 411||Total 
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VOTE FOR GOVERNOR, 
As Reported by the Registrars of Voters. 


1886. | 1887. 1888. 1889. 


a || 8 wutltinee ts ants 
: Si ¢ ray ae e Behe ga ealieee 
i o + o ® see a o = iG B 2 c ee 
=| = S ° = eS = g oH fe) 5 hs & = 
< be ee 4 <q cal ea} <q isa) Bi ea} 6A fQ oa 
703) 1,098) 22 803} 1,403 24|) 1,187) 1,564 64} 2,816 900} 1,359 71 


1,099 708} 20)| 1,083) 683]; 58)| 1,268) 886 47| 2,201)| 1,032 811 49|| & 


613) 1,178; 30 454} 1,306) 66 895} 1,548 51) 2,494 647) 1,181 78}; 18 
| 1,436] 5386) 14|| 1,453) 576} 44)| 1,992; 998 31; 3,021|| 1,481 815 64|| 19 


1,646) 934) 24|) 1,524) 1,123) 47)| 2,218) 1,470 47| 3,7389| 1,724) 1,278) ‘ 67|| 20 


927) 1,472) 18 690! 1,781}  69)| 1,298) 2,082 66| 3,458)) 1,098) 1,723) 110)) 21 
1,180; 384 7|| 1,238} 494) 15)| 1,720); 667 16} 2,403)| 1,850) 625 24|| 22 


1,164) 1,098) 94!) 1,072) 1,817) 171]| 1,904) 1,733) 109) 3,746,| 1,412} 1,525) 171]| 23 
1,236) 1,618} 38 924) 1,967;  86)| 1,672) 2,435 87 4,207] 1,407) 2,056) 12!|| 24 
766} 628] 12 790} 804) 23)| 1,020) 867 21} 1,908 829 800 54|| 20 


26,633 18,352) 482)| 26,665| 21,374] 1,103) | 36,659 27,198] 1,027) 64,923 | 28,308) 22,654! 1,516|/Total 


| 


* In the total are included 39 scattering votes. 
For Vote for Governor, 1890-92, see page 217-219. 


a a eeaeS 
1 4 ee 
ou ov 


WOMEN VOTING. De 


WOMEN REGISTERED AND VOTING FOR SCHOOL 


COMMITTER, 
As Reported by the Registrars of Voters. 


1879. 18soO. 1ssl. 1882. 1883. 1884. 1885. 
eVPelzlelzZleizielzi2i 2/22] 
a hess 59| 58 56| 52 60| 47 47| 46 56| 54 54 54 182 172 
2 19; 19 DB a ate 17) 15 16] 14 13} 12 24 23 61 58 
3 TSinel se if 6 9 9 10 8 6 6 26 23 80 75 
4d 16) 14 a Na 7 13 9 8 8 PANE ROA | 45 42 17 74 
ee 5 Ug fea} 11 9 LD 9 10 Q|} 24) 22 50 48 124 116 
G6 6 6 2 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 216 201 
of 1 a 1 0 0 0 0 il 1 S 2 17 17 
8 5 5 4 4 4 4 3 3 3 3 i 7 51 43 
9 45) 41 49| 43 48| 37 30} 22 30| 25 73 i$ 90 83 
10 Bf 32 29; 29 23) 22, 16); 14 191 Li 43 39 56 51 
11 . 92) 85 67) «57 65| 51 44| 37 53| 46 100 87 123 110 
m2). 8 8 1G) "om io | ula Ol lta ia 12} 10 10; 10 13 13 36 32 
13. 6 6 7 5 8 0 6 6 5 5 8 8 49 40 
4. 44) 44 39] 36 44) 38 39| 31 36| 32 39 39 58 51 
15 .- 44; 41 26| 26 Soi Row 28) 26 27| 26 31 30 44 43 
16 < 16) 16 9 8 ale Ge wt 9 9 16; 15 25 25 65 60 
17 68| 63 61) 43 40} 39 82) 5781 43) 42 56 51 68 64 
18 89| 78 58| 51 53) 44 382} 29 55| 51 111 102 157 1389 
19. 23/ 23 Bly py aus Sed 14) .12 4 ed) 17 17 64 60 
20. 40; 38 Zbiiae 22 20; 14 16} 14 36| 36 58 52 81 72 


21 .|| 142) 136'| 109} 100]/) 97) 86]; 68; 63/| 82) 73 119 108 197 186 


22 10; 10!| 10 8 9| 4 tf 5 i) 5 6 5 68 62 
23. 89} 86)| 83} 73); 75} 66]; 61) 48)]| 69) 68 89 i 92 90 
24. 87| 84; 69) 61 64; 60}| 56) 49;| 70} 68 110 98 122 106 
25. Sige S + 4)! 10 8 5 4 7 6 12 11 60 57 


Total|| 989! 934 


772) 688|| 748} 640)) 567) 498 | 701) 650]| 1,119) 1,026}| 2,238) 2,062 


* This column has not been officially verified. 
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WOMEN REGISTERED AND VOTING FOR SCHOOL COM- 
MITTEE, 


As Reported by the Registrars of Voters. 


1886. 1887. 1888. 1889. 1890. 1891. - 1892. 
76| 72|| 49| 44/| 1,123] 1,076|/ 694| 653|/ 587/ 557/451) 497/| 7g5| ze1/ 1 
2 20| 17|| 18| 15)| 623; 607|| 221) 195/| 1380) 123]! 105) 97// 46] soll 2 
3. 30} 24|/ 10/ 7]| 973} 945] 422} 407|| 331) + 307// 230} 218]| 387] ge7|| 
4 42} 37|| 23] 20|| 849] 826) 450) 431]; 335} 315/| 270) 958/| ges] segi| 4 
5 45| $9/| 11] 11|| 670} 653]| 3864/ 355]) 242) 224 Fal 153] 9881 o77l| 5 
G -|| 177) 16/| 18} 4/| 851) 821 44) 37 Say At Bi 17 27| 20), & 
rt a) ee a) oueotn 2051's 268 32; 28 25} 20 7 12 12 Jones, 
8 6| 4i| 5| 4// 3891] 380]/ 108) 104 72) 65 a 49 80] 75|| 8 
9 45| 88|| 27/ 23/| 491/ 565]; 866; 351)| 254) 243); 210: 4o1|} 379i ga7il 9 
10 30} 28]! 380| 25]/ 297) 279]| 160/ 142 89) 84 ss 75)| 127] 118]; 10 
11 85} 72|| 98, 84)| 866; 824) 562) 565// 425; 394] 326 9891] go9| seql| 11 
12 14; 9}| 9] 5:| 456) 442]| 135) 121 15)" (7% 58| 40 94 gol 12 
13. 6 6 4| 4 695 680 101 80 48 43 30 30 46 45|| 13 
14 30} 27|/ 36) 34|| 1,464) 1,420/| 811} 782)}| 632) 595)/ 497) 435|| qi] 7aqi|, 14 
15 24; 22)| 24) 24); 1,006) 985 405| 387 301} 286 265) = 949 420] 408|| 15 
16 38| 27/1} 21) 9|| 427| 407|/ 187] 169]; 112) 109 68} 56 94 86|| 16 
ir pe 44) 41]} 39) 38 752 729 431 400 320 307 243 217 446} 493|| Li? 
18 83| 76|| 72) 65|| 860} 815); 550) 619|// 404) 375); 270) o47|| 514] a7si/| 18 . 
19 17; 16); 14) 12/} 7l1} 689}| 3874) 363); 252) 236); 187| 464// 333] g316|| 19 
20 46| 35|| 384} 29)| 1,207) 1,159 699} 666 521} 491 402} 371 658! 636|| 20 
QL. }} 114] 94/| 101) 90'] 1,500) 1,427|/ 1,148] 1,096] 904} 850/634) 5ggi| gggi gal] 21 
22 13} 8|| 8} 7} 516} 491]/ 255) 258)|. 252} 236// 141! yo5/| 955] 944|| 22 
23 69} 69') 74) 70)| 1,056) 1,009]| 655] 627|| 500| 461) 383} 358]| goa) gg4|| 23 
24 89) 67)| 79) 68)/ 1,721) 1,634// 1,129] 1,057); 834) 783)! 707] —ga5!/ 1,038| 9g6|| 24 
25 46| 37|| 84) 31)| 372) 359/| 276) + 258)/ 256) 243); +193) 471|| 399! agai] 25 
Total || 1,193] 878) 837) 725 | 20,252) 19,490|| 10,589) 10,051)| 7,925) 7,439// 6,008 | 5 4og|| 9.9991 9,510 'Total 
¢ 
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ELECTIONS OF MAYOR. 


Candidates and Votes Cast, 1822 to 1875, inclusive. 
[For Statistics of Elections of Mayor, 1876-1892, see page 221 ef seq.] 


1822. — April 8.! 
Josiah Quincy 
Harrison Gray Otis 
Thomas lL. Winthrop . 
George Blake 
Scattering . 


Total 


1822. — April 16. 


John Phillips 
Scattering . 


Total 


1823. — April 14. 


Josiah Quincy 
George Blake 
Scattering . 


Total 


1825. — April 11. 
Josiah Quincy 
Scattering . 


Total 


1825. — December 12. 
Josiah Quincy 
Scattering . 


Total 


1826. — December I1. 
Josiah Quincy 
George Blake 
Harrison Gray Otis 
Scattering . 


Total 


1,736 
1,384 
361 
156 
63 


3,700 


d7 


5,049 


1827. — December 10. 


Josiah Quincy 2,189 
Amos Binney 340 
Seattering . 39 
Total 2,628 
1828.— December 8.1 
Josiah Quincy 1,958 
Thomas C. Amory . 1,284 
Andrew Dunlap 307 
Harrison Gray Otis 286 
Charles P. Sumner 78 
Scattering . 119 
Total 4,082 


1828. — December 15.1 


Josiah Quincy 2,061 
Thomas C. Amory . 1,400 
Charles Wells 970 
Harrison Gray Otis 242 
Seattering . 80 
Total 5,250 
1828. — December 22. 
Harrison Gray Otis 2,978 
Caleb Eddy 1,283 
Josiah Quincy 67 
Scattering . 218 
Total 4,546 
1829, — December 14, 
Harrison Gray Otis 1,844 
Scattering . 122 
Total 1,966 


1 No choice. 
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1830. — December 13. 


Harrison Gray Otis 2,828 
Theodore Lyman, Jr. . 672 
Scattering . 97 
Total 3,597 


1831.— December 12.! 


>—— 
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1835. — December 14. 


Samuel T. Armstrong 3,039 
John W. James. 1,185 
William Foster . 126 
Scattering . 143 
Total 4,493 
1836. — December 12. 

Samuel A. Eliot 3,238 
| John W. James. 1,667 
Henry Williams 667 
Joseph P. Bradlee . 84 
Scattering . g 27 


Total cers 200) a Se eee Oar 


1837.— December Il. 


bk pamuel At BiGbe 3 naan 3,476 


Amasa' Walker 2 2 353. Leiee 
Theodore Lyman, Jr.. . 1,158 


Caleb iddy (2). are une 83 
Thomas C. Amory. . . 62 
Scattering . abn 347 
Total 6,253 
1838. — December 10. 
Samuel A. Eliot 3,766 


Caleb eddy | 07> .). "sts wipers 


| Fheodore Lyman, Jr.. LES 
Scattering . 62 
Total 6,286 


1839. — December 9. 


| Jonathan Chapman . . 4,352 
| Bradford Sumner . 


Scattering . 
UOUELY fe Osa eID Oe 


1840. — December 14. 
Jonathan Chapman . . 5,224 


| Charles G. Greene. . . 2,606 


Theodore Lyman, Jr. . 1,851 
Charles Wells 1,838 
William Sullivan 1,135 
Scattering . 28 
Total 4,852 
1831. — December 22. | 
Charles Wells 313516 
Theodore Lyman, Jr. . 2,589 
John C. Gray 151 
James Savage 25 
Scattering . 47 
Total 5,928 
1832. — December 10. 
Charles Wells 2,918 | 
Samuel A. Wells 469 | 
Theodore Lyman, Jr. . 181 
Caleb Eddy 74 
Scattering . 58 
Total 3,700 
1833. — December 9. 
Theodore Lyman, Jr. . 3,734 
William Sullivan 2,009 | 
George Odiorne. 439 
ROCHE OTAN Oa) chase! ye 59 
‘Fotal 6,241 
1834. — December 8. 
Theodore Lyman, Jr. . 4,261 
Samuel L. Lewis 45 
Benjamin Dole . 32 
Scattering. . . 


Total pe 


66 | 


Scattering sf . wate 


HOt cue ak. Ge nuee GceGhe kame. crank PSE 
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1841. — December 13. 


Jonathan Chapman 4,698 
Nathaniel Greene . 3,045 
Charles Leighton 573 
Francis Jackson . . 148 
RP ACROLIN lay bd 6) 70 
Total 9,034 
1842. — December 12. 
Martin Brimmer 5,084 
Bradford Sumner . 2,340 
Scattering . 795 
Total 8,219 
1843. — December I11. 
Martin Brimmer . 4,874 
George Savage . 2,237 
J. M. Whiton 124 
BOALPOTING od Meas won. 4 59 
Total 7,294 
1844. — December 9.1 
Josiah Quincy, Jr. 4,457 
Thomas A. Davis . 4,017 
A. W. Thaxter, Jr. 2,115 
James M. Whiton . 179 
BCMSETING + sl.) o> 30) 
Total 10,818 
1844. — December 23.1 
Thomas A. Davis . 8,907 
Thomas Wetmore . 5 AY: 
Charles G..Greene . 2,282 
James M. Whiton. .. 46 
aenitioec) . ¢ 0+ ons 43 
Total 10,045 
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1844. — December 30.1 


Thomas A. Davis 4,031 
Thomas Wetmore . 3,456 
Charles G. Greene. 2,419 
James M. Whiton. . . 74 
Nealorino |e wlan. tse 93 
GUS eA eCnnhy sae 10,073 


1845. —January 13.1 
‘Thomas’ A? Davisicay wr. 3,993 
AINLUE LA LotlO bea cs trae BAW: 
Charles G. Greene. . . 2,056 


James M. Whiton. . . 43 
DCAUGPIN GT ole tunisia es Lue 20 


POUL Sea E cars f bes oh 9.824 


1845. — January 20.1 
Thomas A. Davis .. . 4,289 
Peter T. Homer 
William T. Eustis . 
Willtam Parker. +9. 2.293 1,499 
James M. Whiton. . . 3 

Scatieringn waa ae ahs 69 


SOGALU NT Userauie al ane hs 9,245 


1845. — January 30.' 
Thomas A. Davis . 
Willian Parker. a) pe asoL 
Peter lo Honierr boas ee Tard 

DCaLlerin gr ewer. tu 37 


Total 


1845. — February 12.! 


Thomas A. Davis . 4,343 
William Parker. 3,041 
Peter T. Homer .. : 1,450 
moabberin ge). 8s eae 16 
Total 9,130 


1No choiee. 
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1845. — February 21. 
Thomas A. Davis 
William Parker. 
Scattering . 


Total 


1845. — December 8. 
Josiah Quincy, Jr. . 
William S. Damrell 
John T. Heard . 

Scattering . 


Total 


1846. — December 14. 
Josiah Quincy, Jr. 
Charles B. Goodrich 
Ninian C. Betton 
Scattering . 


Total 


1847. — December 13. 
Josiah Quincy, Jr... 
Charles B. Goodrich . 
William Parker. 

Ninian C, Betton 
Scattering . 


Total 


1848. — December I1. 
John P. Bigelow 
John W. James 
Bradford Sumner . 
eave Ce omith®. 
Edward Brooks . 
Scattering . 


cially e279 4.S) 


MUNICIPAL 


5,150 
1,143 
929 
417 
132 
29 


7,800 


REGISTER. 


1849. — December 10. 
John P. Bigelow 
Joseph Hall . 
Bradford Sumner 
Scattering . 


Total 


1850. — December 9. 
John P. Bigelow 
Charles Amory . 
Charles B. Goodrich . 
Benjamin B. Massey . 
Scattering . 


Total 


1851. — December 8.1 
John H. Wilkins 
Jone wont. 
Adam W. Thaxter, Jr. 
George F. Williams 
Scattering . : 


Total 


1851. — December 17.! 
Benjamin Seaver 
J. V.C. Smith . 
Adam W. Thaxter, Jr. 
George F. Williams 
Henry B. Rogers 
Scattering . 


Total 


1851. — December 24. 
Benjamin Seaver 
de VeCoomith:, 
Adam W. Thaxter, Jr. 
Henry B. Rogers 
Scattering . 


Total 


1 No choice 


4,543 
705 
349 

34 


5,631 


5,473 
1,169 
1,094 
822 
68 


8,626 


4,423 
2,672 
2,150 
475 
81 


9,801 


3,970 
2,680 
1,290 
244 
158 
50 


See 


8,392 


3,990 
2,736 
1,024 

188 
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1852. — December 13. 


Benjamin Seaver 6,018 
ene . eUItL, 5,021 
Joseph Smith 890 
Scattering . 34 
Total De 


1853. — December 12.1 


Benjamin Seaver 5,651 
Jacob Sleeper 2,097 
Jd. V.C. Smith . 4,690 
Frederick H. Allen 596 
Scattering . 66 
Total 13,100 


1853. — December 26.1 
John P. Bigelow ‘ 
eave C. omnith ici csr ee i 6,077 


macoh Sleeper ic: 's oi... 775 
Aaron Hobart 748 
SOALLONITIR, yc se ats ta 


UPR Os pies se. cee o, LOS 


1854. — January 9. 


Jerome V. C. Smith 6,840 
John H. Wilkins eee! 
James Whiting. . . . 1,730 
Aaron Hobart 282 
Soattering . 65 
J) oe ea 12,088 
1854. — December 11. 
Jerome V. C. Smith 6,429 
George B. Upton 4,405 
Isaac Adams. .. . 703 
Scattering. . 42 
Total 11,579 
1 No choice. 
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1855. — December 10. 


Alexander H. Rice. 7,401 
Nathaniel B. Shurtleff. 5,390 
Vata IDI 39 
Scattering . 20 
Total 12,850 
1856. — December 8. 
Alexander H. Rice 8,714 
Jonathan Preston . 2,025 
Scattering . 30 
Total 10,769 
1857. — December 14. 
Frederie W. Lincoln, Jr., 8,110 
Charles B. Hall. 4,193 
Scattering . 20 
Total 12,393 
1858. — December 13. 
Frederic W. Lincoln, Jr., 6,298 
Moses Kimball . 4,449 
Julius A, Palmer 1,007 
es Vie -C Siniths. 183 
Scattering . 24 
Total 11,961 
1859. — December 12. 
Frederic W. Lincoln, Jr., 5,932 
Joseph M. Wightman 4,208 
Julius A. Palmer 628 
Scattering ? 653 
Total 11,421 


1860. — December 10. 


Joseph M. Wightman 8,834 
Moses Kimball . 5,674 
Scattering . lil 
Total 14,619 


2 Mostly mis-spelled names of the leading candidates. 
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1861. — December 9. 


Joseph M. Wightman 6,765 
Edward 8S. Tobey . 0,799 
COLLECTING Haute ten | © 5) 
Total 12,565 
1862. — December 8. 
Frederic W. Lincoln, Jr., 6,352 
Joseph M. Wightman DLeo7 
BCOUCIIUO Th iis: c aitihs 22 
Total 11,661 
1863. — December 14. 
Frederic W. Lincoln, Jr., 6,206 
Thomas P. Rich o1A2 
Samuel R. Spinney 613 
CRLOCL LUD Gtr er hdish) «et 10 
Total 8,971 
1864. — December 12. 
Frederic W. Lincoln, Jr., 6,877 
Thomas C. Armory, Jr., 2,732 
PUAULETAN Mia tines 65. t AL 
Total 8,630 
1865. — December 11. 
Frederic W. Lincoln, Jr., 4,520 
Nathaniel B. Shurtleff 3,690 
Scattering! 1,292 
Total 9,502 
1866. — December 10. 
Otis Norcross 5,662 
Nathaniel B. Shurtleff 4,755 
CALLIN oe odin es 33 
Total 10,450 
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1867. — December 9. 


Nathaniel B. Shurtleff 8,383 
Otis Noreross 7,867 
Sia Hicten oo, eat Ome are 18 
Total 16,268 


1868. — December 14. 


Nathaniel B. Shurtleff 10,005 
Moses Kimball . 9,156 
Isaac N. May 143 
DCALLELING «wea leu bears 22 
Total 19,826 


1869. — December 13. 


Nathaniel B. Shurtleff 13,054 
George P. Baldwin 4,790 
George H. Johnston 338 
Nathaniel E. Chase 206 
SCALLETIN G/T Ga aeenee 50 
Total 18,448 


1870.— December 12. 


William Gaston . 10,836 
George QO. Carpenter . 7,836 
Alonzo A. Knights. . 58 
Henry D. Cushing. . . 30 
POALDETIN GD clas), weaea ee 39 
Total 18,799 


1871. — December 11. 


William Gaston 9,838 
Newton Talbot . 6,231 
Scatterino'.00 soa) ames 9 
Total 16,078 


1 Mostly mis-spelled names of the leading candidates, 
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1872. — December 10. 


meeting 1: Pierced). ies 8,877 
William Gaston... 8,798 
PCALOLIO Oe yi se 41 
Total . 1716 


1873. — December 9. 
Samuel C. Cobb 19,187 
Henry D. Cushing. . . 572 

PU LCOLINE ne cined Vis Wie ins 22 


Lye tL eed op eet Tieer coman eh ieete A Yew 


1874. — December 15. 


Samuel C. Cobb 17,874 
Prantis Bo Hayes)... 835 
SCALMErIN Ds 5) ly Mette we 24 


Ota rear at ahs an iat Be Caray 


1875. — December 14. 


Samuel C. Cobb 14,932 
Halsey J. Boardman . 12,178 
pcatterin & voc ohn wanes 14 
LOU Hee. le vate ene, Saee eRe eee 
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CITY OF BOSTON. 


SINKING-FUNDS, 


Showing the amounts of the gross debts and the amounts of the 
net debts on April 30 of each year from 1873 to 1891, and 
January 31 since; the purposes for which the debts were in- 


curred ; 
May 1 of each of said years; 


the valuation of the taxable property in said city on 
the payments for interest and 


into the sinking-funds for said debts during each of said years ; 
and the amounts of said sinking-funds in each of said years: 


Valuation on 
May 1. 


’ 
1 
if 
| 


Purposes for 
which Debt 
was Incurred. 


1875. 


1876. 


1877, 


1878. 


$798,755 ,050 


793,961,895 


748,996,210 


686,840,586 


630,446,866 


Municipal . . 
Coch. Water , 


Mystic water. 


“POtal buts woke 


Municipal .. 
Coch. Water . 


Mystic Water . 


otale sa 


Municipal 
Coch. Water . 
Mystic Water . 


Total thems 


Municipal .. 
Coch. Water . 
Mystic Water. 


‘POtal ae Welts 


Municipal .. 
Coch. Water 
Mystic Water. 


CPOtALE me aos 


Payments for 
Interest and 
Sink’g-Funds 
during the 
Year. 


Amount of 


Amount of 


Sink’g-Funds,| Gross Debt, 


April 30. 


$1,756,689 01 
509,230 39 
113,969 37 


April 30. 


Amount of 
Net Debt, 
April 30. 


$12,769,116 99] $30,475,134 60 


1,372,953 62 
186,655 21 


7,863,711 11 
1,403,000 00 


$17,706,017 61 
6,490,757 49 
1,216,344 79 


$2,379,888 77 
$2,029,051 02 
541,291 02 
170,028 44 


$14,328,725 82 
ESE ee 


$13,366,780 64 
1,533,890 28 
138,228 76 


$2,740,370 48 
te 
$1,704,288 39 
833,750 81 
135,322 34 


$15,038,899 68 
RI OE 


$14,206,674 62 
1,560,917 83 
45,616 62 


$39,741,845 71 
Bee nae AIST fe ECON Nuon) 


$34,011,118 88 
8,123,711 11 
1,280,000 00 


$25,413,119 89 
ET 
$20,644,338 24 
6,589,820 83 
1,141,771 24 


$43,414,829 99) 


CE 
$32,795,124 62 
9,735,711 11 
1,318,000 00 


$2,673,361 54 


$1,758,142 51 
774,104 95 
181,727 06 


$2,718,974 52 
CA SPE 
$2,313,940 65 
778,584 86 
146,019 99 


$3,238,545 50 


$15,813,209 07 
CORO A aS SES 
$13,630,849 46 
1,709,492 60 
96,701 18 


$15,437,043 24 
eS 
$13,550,489 18 
2,043,764 73 
175,831 79 


$43,848,835 73 
ET SA 
$30,813,786 19 
11,548,711 11 
1,228,000 00 


$43,590,497 30 
REE SAI 


$29,683,748 49 
11,545,273 98 


1,228,000 00 


$15,770,085 70| $42,457,022 47 


$28,375,930 31 
TE ES 


$18,588,450 00 
8,174,793 28 
1,272,383 38 


$28,035,626 66 
EI 


$17,182,936 73 
9,839,218 51 
1,131,298 82 


$28,153,454 06 
ADT 


$16,133,259 31 
9,501,509 25 
1,052,168 21 


$26,686,936 77 


CEBT 
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Valuation on 


- May 1. 

a 

be 
1879 $613,322,692 
1880. 639 ,462,495 
1881. 665,554,597 
1882. 672,407,962 
1883. 682,432,671 
1884, 682,556,658 
1885. 685,579,072 


Purposes for 
which Debt 
was Incurred. 


Payments for 
Interest and 
Sink’g-Funds 
during the 
Year. 


Municipal .. 
Coch. Water . 
Mystic Water. 


Totalee kemems 


Municipal .. 
Coch. Water . 
Mystic Water . 


Potala uments is 


Municipal 
Coch. Water . 
Mystic Water . 


EPOtal@en seas 


Municipal 
Coch. Water . 
Mystic Water . 


Potales! Sauces 


Municipal 
Coch. Water . 
Mystic Water . 


Ota lame 


Municipal .. 
Coch. Water . 
Mystic Water . 


"Totalia.ent 


Municipal 
Coch. Water . 
Mystic Water. 


LOLA tow elt: 


$2,331,657 56 
794,574 11 
139,159 91 


$3,265,391 58 
SEE EE 


$2,165,851 66 
857,745 17 
116,863 06 


Amount of 
Sink’g-Funds, 
April 30. 


$13,397.807 36 
2,143,847 85 
252,380 48 


Amount of 
Gross Debt, 
April 30. 


$29,458,542 25 
11,753,273 98 
1,153,000 00 


$15,794,035 69 


TREO 
$11,696,278 61 
771,692 62 
318,137 06 


$3,140,459 89 
POET eS 


$2,129,204 91 
815,145 42 
96,916 30 


$3,041,266 63 


ARTE EDEL 
$2,258,645 96 
792,815 12 
142,498 68 


$3,193,959 76 
EBSA Stree Oe Maas ee Sa 


$2,212,536 15 
846,600 02 


127,834 53 


$3,186,970 74 
SST 
$2,302,250 32 
639,213 41 
53,860 00 


$2,995,323 73] 
CG A 
$2,310,398 10 
877,916 46 
119,962 50 


$12,786,108 29 
[eS eae 


$12,155,649 92 
1,989,300 88 
366,898 39 


$42,359,816 23 
Ee OE REST 
$29,179,851 38 
11,697,273 98 
1,153,000 00 


$42,030,125 36 
PED APEEE AES ESET i 
$28,165,058 20 
11,631,273 98 
1,153,000 00 


Amount of 
Net Debt, 
April 30. 


$16,055,734 89 
9,609,426 13 
900,619 52 


$26,565,780 54 
STEARATE 
$17,483,572 77 
9,925,581 36 
834,862 94 


$28,244,017 07 
EELS DE OS 


$16,009,408 28 


9,641,973 10 
786,101 61 


$14,511,849 19 
AA OS OE 


$12,801,146 66 
2,281,857 59 
468,225 12 


$15,551,229 37 
VANE SER 
$13,042,321 85 
2,607,768 46 
506,705 12 


$40,949,332 18 
‘RU es er ueidadl Geet 
$27,321,038 06 
11,631,273 98 
1,127,000 00 


$40,079,312 04 
CaM PEAS SITY 
$28,202,084 14 
11,955,273 98 
1,027,000 00 


$26,437,482 99 
EE RE 


$14,519,891 40 
9,349,416 39 
658,774 88 


$24,528,082 67 
OY RRS CA 


$15,159,762 29 
9,347,505 52 
520,294 88 


$16,156,795 43 
Fae tee peu ora fos Paine 
$13,399,825 49 
2,746,505 58 
330,540 15 


$16,476,871 22 
URE 
$14,471,706 74 
3,106,323 82 
444,453 69 


$3,308,277 06 


$18,022,484 25 


$41,184,358 12 
RL ATG AL 
$29,463,395 09 
12,882,273 98 
840,000 00 


&25,027,562 69 
SMART SE 
$16,063,569 60 
10,135,768 40 
509,459 85 


$43,185,669 07 
EE Ge ee 
$29,077,706 04 
13,045,473 98 
839,000 00 


$26,708,797 85 
CP aE SE SR a 
$14,605,999 30 
9,939,150 16 
394,546 31 


$42,962,180 02 


$24,939,695 77 
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YEAR. 


1886. 


1887. 


1888. 


1889. 


1890. 


1891. 
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Valuation on 
May 1. 


$ 710,621,335 


747,642,517 


764,452,548 


795,433,743 


822,041,800 


856,069,414 


Purposes for 
which Debt 
was Jncurred. 


Municipal .. 
Coch. Water . 
Mystic Water . 


County aren. ee 


otal ewe. 


Municipal 

Coch. Water . 
Mystic Water. 
@ountyn ake «te 


MObalues sree te 


Municipal 
Coch. Water . 
Mystic Water . 


COUNDYs. ).).6) 


Ota. ver cers 


Municipal .. 
Coch. Water . 
Mystic Water . 
County... 


SL OUAL is oette 


Municipal 
Coch. Water . 
Mystic Water. 


County... . 


OL Al gc mreues at 


Municipal . . 


Coch. Water . 


| Mystic Water 


COUNTY: «mene 


TOt alesis sts 


Payments for 
Interest and 
Sink’g Funds 
during the 
Year. 


$2,155,381 41 
801,887 90 
114,122 99 


Amount of 
Sink’g-Funda, 
Aprit 30. 


$14,502,690 32 
3,385,201 26 
521,541 93 


Amount of, 
Gross Debt, 
April 380. 


$28,447,848 06 
13,491,473 98 
839,000 00 
850,000 00 


$3,071,392 30 
CEE eee 
$2,123,734 78 
992,860 71 
105,972 23 


$3,222,567 72 
Dao 0 A ei ms 
$2,292,942 53 
951,000 57 
81,036 34 


$3,324,979 44 
DS Se ster ity 


$2,331,070 18 
1,002,253 39 
65,362 94 
81,222 50 


$3,479,909 01 
ee 
$2,404,046 71 
1,061,288 33 
67,299 69 
120,501 04 


$18,409,433 51 
BRI ses Blin 
$15,395,638 40 
3,947,616 92 
603,555 62 


$19,946,810 94 
ERSTE ES 


$16,246,985 67 
4,373,304 09 
666,965 00 


$21,287,254 76 
Ca SS Eee 
$16,226,382 91 
4,864,092 54 
715,811 53 
14,359 72 


$21,820,646 70 
Ses Ss 
$16,252,603 69 
5,440,819 47 
767,306 65 
44,868 91 


$3,653,135 77 


$2,812,223 20 
1,027,792 39 
77,159 28 
156,277 23 


$4,073,452 10 


$22,505,598 72 


$17,297,374 24 


5,979,297 80 
680,929 14 
82,393 99 


$24,139,995 17 


$43,628,322 04 
SS 
$30,985,688 74 
14,142,273 98 
839,000 00 
833,000 00 


Amount of 
Net Debt, 
April 30. 


$13,945,157 74 
10,106,272 72 
317,458 07 
850,000 00 


$25,218,888 53 
Cao eee 
$15,590,050 34 
10,194,657 06 
235,444 38 
833,000 00 


$46,799,962 72 
Bristwh eaininaes Ae Nee 
$31,797,529 47 
14,741,273 98 
839,000 00 
1,616,000 00 


$48,993,803 45 
PS 
$31,677,201 27 
14,941,273 98 
839,000 00 
2,463,000 00 


$49,920,475 25 
Re ee 
$34,148,821 24 
15,696,273 98 
839,000 00 
3,246,000 00 


$26,853,151 78 


A aR tates 
$15,550,543 80 
10,367,969 89 
172,035 00 
1,616,000 00 


$27,706,548 69 


$15,451,318 36 
10,077,181 44 
123,188 47 
2,448,640 28 


$28,100,328 55 
“any 
$17,896,217 55 
10,255,454 61 
71,692 35 
3,201,131 09 


$53,930,095 22 
FE OUR i ae RED 
$36,675,206 08 
16,267,773 98 
690,000 00 
3,229,000 00 


$31,424,496 50 
‘EL 
$18,277,831 84 
10,288,476 18 
9,070 86 
3,146,606 01 


$56,861,980 06' $31,721,984 89 


DEBT STATEMENT. 239 
Payments for 
Mette laation'on Purposes for | Interestand | Amountof | Amount of | Amount of 
Ma 1 which Debt | Sink’g-Funds Sink’g-Funds,| Gross Debt, | Net Debt, 
Pe Mas was Incurred. | during the Jan. 31. Jan. 31. Jan. 31. 
bn Vieare 
1892. | $893,932,500 | Municipal . | $2,714,156 51) $18,324,176 70) $35,886.223 37| $17,562,046 67 
Coch. Water . 803,361 83] 6,471,545 34| 16,423,773 98| 9,952,228 64 
Mystic Water . 81,029 14 550,208 70 452,000 00 Nothing. 
County wicts 100,404 00 187,805 83] 3,212,000 00] 3,074,194 17 
Total. . . . | $3,698,951 48) $25,483,736 57) $56,003,997 35] $30,520,260 78 
DEERE SESS STC SSSR ESSE ES 
TUS Sy | eo ales gi eas Municipal . $2,925,819 05) $17,622,531 26) $36,132,374 06' $18,509,842 80 


Coch. Water . 
Mystic Water. 
County. ... 


AFAR ae a os 


1,051,416 63 
69,257 50 
155,848 57 


7,019,058 38 
579,254 01 
183,819 98 


16,758,773 98 
441,000 00 
3,576,000 00 


$4,202,341 75 


$25,404,663 63 


$56,908,148 O04 


9,739,715 60 
Nothing. 
3,392,180 02 


$31,503,484 41 


CITY OF BOSTON. 


EXPENDITURES, VALUATIONS, AND TAXES, 


Showing the amount of the expenditures for each year since 
1884; the valuations on which the appropriations for each of 
said years were based; and the amount raised by taxation for 
each of said years. Said valuation for each year is the aver- 
age valuation for the preceding five years, less abatements 
allowed prior to December 31 of the preceding year, and no 
appropriation is allowed which necessitates the raising by taxa- 
tion of more than nine dollars per thousand of such valuation 
for the year. 


Valuation on which 
appropriations 


Amounts of appro- 
priations raised 


Expenditures. were based. by taxation. 
1885-86 $15,153,220 30 $661,011,076 00 $5,949,099 68 
1886-87 - 15,325 043 51 670.035,172 00 6,080,316 5a 
1887-88 : 17,156,531 66 * 678,763,000 00 6,108,867 00 
1888-89 : 17,457,058 27 694,078,430 00 6,246,705 87 
1889-90 17,865.433 18 711,071,286 00 6,899,641 57 
1890-91 18,812,236 15 733,736,943 00 6,603,632 49 
1891-92 : : 116,972,524 39 761,236,068 00 6,851,124 61 
1892-93 , : 21,800,665 04 790.036,144 00 7,110,825 30 
1893-94 ts ‘ ; : ; 819,313,202 00 7,373,818 00 


1 Expenditures for nine months ending January 31, 1892. 
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BOSTON IA 
CONDITA 4D, 


MESSAGE OF THE MAYOR 


TRANSMITTING 


ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 
deOsORS 045. 


Crry or Boston, OrricE oF THE Mayor, 
January 2, 1893. 


To the Honorable the City Council: 


GENTLEMEN: The amount that the city may appropriate 
from revenues and taxes for the fiscal year 1893-4 is 
$13,379,627, procured as follows: 


Department estimates of income . : $785,590 
Corporation tax, estimated receipts : : 875,000 
Liquor licenses, estimated net receipts . d 710,000 
Estimated cash on hand Feb. 1, 1893. ; 300,000 
Product of $9 law : ‘ . Pe demlied os Way 3 a 
Extra for county expenses . ; : 425,000 

Total for department expenditures . . $10,469,408 


Interest on city and county debt, $1,671,000 
Sinking-funds and rh of 

debt . Wie hPa se Le 
SR teat: 


Total J : ; : : Se SLO, OCI. ORE 
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I transmit herewith the department estimates of expendi- 
tures; and my own recommendations in respect thereto are 


as follows: 


Architect : 

Assessing Department 

Auditing Department 

Board of Aldermen, salaries 

Board of Aldermen, contingent 
expenses 

Board of Aldermen, soldiers’ re- 
lief 

City Clerk ; 

City Council, contingent . 

City Council, incidental 

City Messenger : 

Clerk of Committees 

Collecting 

Common Council, 
penses 

Common Council, contingent 

Engineering 

Ferry Department 

Fire Department 

Health Department . 

Hospital Department 

Inspection of Buildings : 

Inspection of Milk and Vinegar, 

Inspection of Provisions 

Lamp Department, general 
expenses . ; 

Lamp Department, gas and 
electric light companies 

Lamp Department, naphtha 
lighting 

Lamp Department, new work, 

Law Department 

Laying out Streets Department, 

Library ; : 

Markets . 

Mayor 

Mt. Hope Cemetery 

Parks 

Police 


clerks’ ex- 


Amounts carried forward, 


Appropriations 
fo 


r 1892-3. 
$22,500 
128,000 
27,200 
18,000 


5,500 


82,000 
70,000 

5,900 
30,000 
24,000 
10,500 
84,000 


4,500 
4,000 
40,000 
215,000 
1,000,000 
125,000 
259,000 
68,500 
12,500 
2,430 


610,000 


29,500 
39,528 
162,000 
10,250 
29,000 


10,000 


60,000 
1,150,000 


$4,338,408 


Recommendations 


for 1893-4. 
$22,500 
142,237 

27,200 
18,000 


6,500 


75,000 
70,000 

5,900 
30,000 
20,000 
10,500 
84,600 


4,500 
5,800 
42,000 
215,000 
1,020,000 
140,000 
260,000 
68,500 
12,500 
3,225 


120,563 
350,000 


59,682 
15,000 
31,000 
17,500 
151,000 
12,450 
31,000 
10,000 
100,000 
1,175,000 


$4,356,757 
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Seat eons Recommendations 


for 1892-3. 
Amounts brought ie $4,338,408 
Printing . : 45,000 


Public ‘Buildings, Brnoricn § 
Election expenses 


Rents . : : : : 192,000 

Salaries 

Alterations and repairs, 
Public Buildings, schools . : 231,000 
Public eclepratons : : ; 26,400 
Public Grounds : ‘ : 95,000 
Public Institutions . ; A 600,000 
Registration of Voters. ; 45,000 
Registry Department : : 21,292 
Relief of Poor. ; : : 115,000 
Reserve Fund . ; ; ; 50,000 
School Committee . ; : 1,769,000 
Sealer of Weights and Measures, 12,500 
Sinking-Fund Department : 2,500 
Street Department, central office, 20,000 
Street Department, Bridge Div., 125,000 
Street Department, Cambridge 

Bridges Div. ; ; 13,000 
Street Department, Paving Div., 850,000 
Street Department, Sewer Div. : 350,000 
Street Department, Street Clean- 

ing Div. ' : : 300,000 
Street  Depar tment, Street 

Watering Div. . ‘ i 100,000 
Street Department, Sanitary 

Divi. ‘ ; : 450,000 
Surveying : : ; 35,000 
Treasury : , 39,250 
City Debt, sinking-fund 1,236,248 
City Debt, interest j Laie Be 
County Debt, sinking-fund and 

principal —. 7 ; 58,144 
County Debt, interest. : 121,500 
House of Correction ; . 99,650 
County, general expenses ; 525,000 

otal... : ; é . $13,600,420 


for 1893-4, 
$4,356,757 
40,000 
13,910 
27,000 
28,450 
15,500 
90,000 
190,000 
25,000 
50,000 
625,000 
46,500 
33,9000 
110,000 
89,088 
1,804,000 
19,953 
2,500 
20,000 
135,000 


13,000 
850,000 
350,000 


300,000 
100,000 


470,000 
40,000 
39,250 

1,176,842 
1,550,000 


62,377 
121,000 
100,000 
525,000 


$13,379,627 
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Appropriations Recommendations 
for 1892-3. for 1893-4. 


Water-Income Department : 


Cochituate Water-Works . $45,000 $50,620 
Mystic Water- Works 10,600 12,680 
$55,600 $63,300 
Water-Supply Department : 

Cochituate Water-Works : . 
Current expenses $355,000 $370,000 
Interest SPO Ls 831,748 
$1,166,017 $1,201,748 

Mystic Water-Works : 

Current expenses $127,750 $128,000 00 
Interest 190257 16,827 50 


$147,007 $144,827 50 


Respectfully submitted, 
N. MatTrHews, JR., 


$13,600,420 


Mayor. 
Basis oF Estimates. 

1892-93. 1893-94. 
$9 on a thousand brings eetallO.o 2D $7,373,818 
County tax exempted 425,000 425,000 
Estimated income 2,914,675 2,670,590 

$10,450,000 $10,469,408 

City Debt, for sinking-fund 1,236,240 1,176,842 
interest 1D 4t020 1,550,000 

County Debt, for sinking-fund . 41,144 HOvO1t 
principal 17,000 17,000 

interest 121,500 121,000 


$13,379,627 
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EstTiMATES OF INCOME, 1893-94. 


Department Estimates : 
City Clerk’s Eceeparien 


Messenger 66 
Collecting 6s 
Ferry 66 
Fire ce 


Health Department 

Hospital Department 

Inspection of Milk and Vine- 
Oates ; ; : 

Interest 

Market Department 

Overseeing of the Poor De- 
partment. . 

Park Department . 

Police Department : 

Public Buildings Department 


— Armories 
Public Institutions 
Rents . : . 


School Committee 

Sealing of Weights and Mone 
ures : Department 

Street Department : 
Bridge Division 
Cambridge- bridges Donen: 
Paving Division: 
Sanitary Division 
Sewer Division. 
Street-cleaning Division 


County of Suffolk 


Corporation tax 
Liquor licenses . 


10,000 
156,000 
2,000 
5,000 
40,300 


600 
90,000 
500 


9,500 
3,000 
15,000 


10,000 
60,000 
100,000 
42,000 


3,000 


$625,590 


160,000 


Estimated cash on nerd Feb. 1, being ex- 
cess of income of 1892-93 over estimates, 


$785,590 


875,000 
710,000 


300,000 


$2,670,590 


JAMES H. DopeéeE, 


City Auditor. 


COMMUNICATIONS 


BOARDS AND DEPARTMENTS. 


: Age TES 


Sete 


ANNUAL ESTIMATES. 9 


ARCHITECT DEPARTMENT. 


City Hatz, Boston, Dec. 24, 1892. 
Hon. NatHan MarrHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: In reply to your circular of the 14th inst., numbered 
81, I would say the appropriation required for department 
expenditures for the coming year will be twenty-two thou- 
sand five hundred dollars ($22,500). 


Yours respectfully, 


Epmunp M. WHEELWRIGHT, 
City Architect. 


ASSESSING DEPARTMENT. 
City Hatz, Boston, Dec. 23, 1892. 


Hon. NatHan MaAtTrTueEews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 

Sir: The Board of Assessors herewith submit the esti- 
mates of the amount of money which will be required to 
meet the expenses of the Assessing Department for the 
coming fiscal year : 


1 assessor, chairman 2 . $3,500 00. 
1 assessor, secretary : - 38,200 00 
7 assessors, $3,000 each . . 21,000 00 
— $27,700 00 
40 first assistant assessors, 103 
days, at $7, $721 each . . $28,840 00 
40) second assistant assessors, 
03 days, at $5, $265 each . 10,600 00 
39,440 00 
Clerical services, office and street duty : 58,647 00 
Printing and stock . : : i : 11,500 00 
Stationery : A } ; 3,000 00 
J. G. Martin, stock quotation ; L : 500 00 
Advertising : ; 500 00 
Carriage-hire and travelling expenses in 
outlying wards. : : i : 550 OO 
Maps, directories, postage, ete. . ¢ : 400 00 
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The above estimates are made upon the basis of the ex- 
penditures of the department for the last fiscal year, with 
the only increase in the clerical services of $1,700, which is 
absolutely necessary. 

Respectfully, for the Board of Assessors, 
JOSHUA S. DUNCKLEER, 


Secretary. 


AUDITING DEPARTMENT. 


City Haty, Dec. 24, 18927" 
Hon. NatHan MATTHEWS, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 
In answer to your circular letter asking for estimates, I 
estimate that the amounts needed will be as follows: 


Sabet auditor 4 . $5,000 00 

* { subordinates : 20,700 00 
Stationery, printing, postage, message ser- 

vice, etc. ‘ : ; : : j 1,500 00 


$27,200 00 


$25,700 00 


Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES H. DovGE, 
City Auditor. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 


City Hauu, Boston, Dec. 24, 1892. 
Hon. NatHan MAtTrHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: Lestimate the expenses of the Board of Aldermen 
for the next financial year, as follows: 


Salaries : : : : ‘ . $18,000 00 

Contingent expenses : : 6,500 00 
Soldiers’ relief_—paymaster’s office, $70, 000 00 
a 2. burial agent’s office, 5,000 00 

—-——-— 75,000 00 

$99,500 00 


Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES H. Doper, 
City Auditor. 
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BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 


OFFICE SOLDIERS’ RELIEF, CHARITY BUILDING, 
Boston, Dec. 23, 1892. 
Hon. NatHan MaAtTrHeEws, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: The estimated amount deemed necessary for this 
department for the financial year ending Jan. 31, 1894, is 
as follows, viz. : 


There will be required for the payment of 


State, military, and city aid, ay : . $180,000 00 
For salaries ; ; : 9,800 00 
For printing and stationery : : ; ; 200 00 
For postage ; : : ; : : 100 00 
For travelling expenses : : é : 150 00° 


$190,250 00 


There will be an unexpended balance Jan. 31, 


hos POLbAY. > , . $106,000 00 
There mail be due from ate Sire Bt Massachu- 
setts, and payable Dec. 1, 1893, say . . 184,000 00 


There will be required to meet the payments 
of this department to Dec. 1, 1893, in addi- 
tion to the unexpended balance of $106,000, 70,000 00 


Respectfully submitted, 


REUBEN PETERSON, 
Paymaster. 


CITY CLERK DEPARTMENT. 


Ciry Hawn, Dec. 28, 1892. 
Hon. Natuoan MatTruEews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: In reply to your circular No. 81, dated December 
14, I would respecttully state that the following amounts 
will be required for the maintenance of this department for 
the year commencing Feb. 1, 1593: 


— 
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For salaries . : R : : f e- $27 000200 
For stationery, messenger service, etc. ; 4,000 00 
Election expenses ; : : - 60,000 00 

$91,000 00 
Estimated income 4 , 3 ‘ A $6,500 OO 


Respectfully submitted, 


JoHN M. GALvin, 
City Clerk. 


CITY COUNCIL. 
Ciry Hauu, Boston, Dec. 24, 1892. 


Hon. NatHan MatTruHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: I estimate the expenses of the City Council for the 
next financial year, as follows: 


For the Contingent Fund for Joint Com- 
mittees . : : : : at ee $5,500 00 


Incidental expenses . ; : : : 40,000 00 
Total 3 : : : : : $45,500 00 


Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES H. Dopgr, 
OQity Auditor. 


CITY DEBT REQUIREMENTS. 


BoarpD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SINKING-FUNDS, _ 
Ciry Hau Boston, Dec. 24, 1892. 


Hon. NatHan MatTrHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sm: The following sums will be needed in the next 
financial year to meet the requirements of Chap. 29 of the 
Public Statutes relating to municipal indebtedness and Chap. 
35, Section 3, of the Revised Ordinances of 1892: 


ANNUAL ESTIMATES. 


City Dest. 
Twenty-year sinking-fund . $392,528 00 
Ten-year o ee duombsorUO 
Special loans wv <i ca eal 4a oe UU 
Public park . ceetg 30,540 00 


Public park construction fund, 51,198 00 


County Dest. 
Suffolk County Court-House 


sinking-fund ; . $39,730 00 
Suffolk County general sink- 
ing-fund . ; ; : 5,647 OO 


Respectfully submitted, 


13 


$1,176,842 00 


45,377 00 


$1,222,219 00 


By vote of the Board of Commissioners 


of Sinking-Funds, 


A. Davis WELD, 


Chairman. 


CITY MESSENGER DEPARTMENT. 
City Hatt, Dec. 24, 1892. 


Hon. NatHan MatrHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: In accordance with circular letter 


No. 81, dated 


Dec. 14, 1892, I herewith submit the amount requisite to 
defray the expenses of this department during the next 


financial year. 
7 SALARIES. 


City Messenger (established by eee ee, 
Deputy City Messenger A 

One assistant messenger 

One assistant messenger 

One assistant messenger 

Chief janitor : 

Assistant chief janitor . 

First assistant janitor 


Amount carried forward, 


$10,780 00 
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Amount brought forward, $10,780 00 
Second assistant janitor : : 660 00 
Third assistant janitor . 2 . : 660 OO 
Fourth assistant janitor : 3 ; 660 00 
One porter . - : 600 OO 


Two elevator stntet ts ($660 each) 4 : 1,320 00 
Iwo police officers for attending the meetings 

of the Board of Aldermen - and Common 

Council ($200 each) . : ; ; : 400 00 


EOLA) os . ; . : : . $15,080 00 


MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 


Washing floors. : : : : : $1,800 00 
W ashing towels . ; : 700 00 
Extra assistance, including extra services s of a 

police officer. : : : 600 00 
Cleaning carpets and skylights : ; : 450 00 
Messenger service for office and City Council 600 00 
Printing for office and City Council : : 1,000 00 
Stationery for office and City Council . : 800 00 
Postage for office and City Council , 400 00 


Teaming for office and City Council : : 1,100 00 
Books and paps pets for office and City 


Council . ; ; : 250 00 
Telephone rentals and care of lines : 200 00 
Putting on and taking off awnings and repairs, 100 00 
Putting on and taking off double- windows and 

repairs. : ; : : 50 00 
Flags, ropes, and aT : 1 2,000 00 
Incidentals, carriage-hire, car- fae , telegrams, 

express on packages, etcin. : : ; 600 00 


Total miscellaneous items 7 ¢ oe 2102650500 
Total for salaries. : ; : ; 15,080 00 


Grand total . ‘ : : : ROY OUI 
Estimated income . j + 4) 


Respectfully submitted, 


ALvAH H. PETERS, 
City Messenger. 
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CLERK OF COMMITTEES DEPARTMENT. 


City Hauu, Boston, Dec. 24, 1892. 
Hon. Natruan MAtTrHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 
Str: I respectfully submit herewith the following esti- 


mates of the amount of money required for this department 
for the financial year 1893-94, namely : 


SALARIES OF OFFICERS AND SUBORDINATES. 


Clerk of Committees ; , . $3,500 00 
Assistant clerk : ; : ek, J U02U0 
Office clerk . 5 : ; ely 400200 
Messenger : : ; 500 00 
Inspector of Licensed Minors : - 1,200 00 
Clerk of Committee on Streets and 


Sewers : . c c ; 500 OO 


$9,900 00 


OTHER DEPARTMENT EXPENSES. 


Advertising . : , ; $200 00 
Printing iid Bock ‘ ‘ 3 - 350 00 


Stationery : : : : : 450 OU 
Postage . : : : : : 250 00 


Messenger service . : : 300 00 
Telephone and telegrams ; : 200 00 
Incidentals . : : : 4 250 OO 
2,000 00 
$11,900 00 


The above amount of $11,900 is the same as that appro- 
priated for the department for the year 1892-93, being an 
increase of $1,40U0 above the estimate submitted. The in- 
crease was secured by a transfer from the reserved fund, 
duly authorized, and was necessitated on account of the 
creation of the office of Inspector of Licensed Miners, by 
ordinance and the regulations of the Board of Aldermen. 

The estimated sum of $11,900 I consider sufficient for the 
needs of the department for the ensuing year. I wish, how- 
ever, to increase the salary of the messenger from, $720 to 
$500, beginning with the new year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES L. HILLARD, 


Clerk of Committees. 


16 City DocumEnT No. 41. 


COLLECTING DEPARTMENT. 
Ciry Haut, Boston, Dec. 23, 1892. 


Hon. NatHan MatTrHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: I submit the following estimate of the amount re- 
quired to meet the expenditures of this department during 
the financial year 1893-4 : 


For SALARIES OF OFFICERS AND SUBORDINATES. 


Salary of Collector . $5,000 00 
Salaries of clerks and deputy col- 
lectors . ; . 64,866 65 
——_——._ $69,866 65 
For OTHER DEPARTMENT EXPENSES. 
Extra clerks : : : . $6,000 00 
Stationery, printing, transporta- 
tion, etc. : Wael: 2ODeOO 
Expenses, sales for unpaid taxes, 
tC. : A : : . 3,000 00 
——_——_ 14,733 35 
Total ; : ; : : : . $84,600 00 


ESTIMATED INCOME. 
The receipts during the financial year 1893-4: 


From interest on taxes and other assessments, $50,000 00 
From charges and fees . ; 3 : . $10,000 00 


Respectfully, 


JAMES W. RICKER, 
City Collector. 


COMMON COUNCIL. 
City Hauu, Bosron, Dec. 24, 1892. 


Hon. NatuHan Matruews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: I estimate the expenditures of the Common Council 
for the next financial year, as follows: 


a 
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For clerk and subordinates : : j . $4,500 00 
Contingent expenses ' d : - 9,800 00 
$10,300 00 


Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES H. Done, 
City Auditor. 


ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT. 


City Hatz, Boston, Dec. 24, 1892. 


Hon. Natuan MatTTHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: The estimated amount which will be required’ to meet 
the expenses of the Engineering Department the coming 
fiscal year is as follows: 


Salary of City Engineer : : $6,000 00 
Salaries of assistant engineers, draughtsmen, 
clerk, transitmen, levellers, rodmen, and 


ee ; : 32,550 00 
Engineering instruments, and repairs of same, 400 00 
Drawing paper, tracing cloth, and cloth for 

plans | and all drawing materials . ; 400 00 
Stationery, printing stock, note-books, post- 

uge, etc. . 350 00 
Reference library, maps and photographs of 

works : : : : : ‘ 300 00 
Printing ‘ 250 00 
Travelling expenses, including horse- keeping 

and all repairs on vehicles . ; ; ; 800 00 
Telephone rental . : ; ! 200 00 
Blue-process printing . : 200 00 
Incidental expenses and all small supplies ; 550 00 

POLL: 4 ; : : : - $42,000 00 


There will be no income. 
Yours respectfully, 


WILLIAM JACKSON, 
City Engineer. 
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FERRY DEPARTMENT. 


Nortu Ferry, East Boston, Dec. 22, 1892. 
Hon. Natuan MATTHEWS, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: In compliance with Circular No. 81, I herewith 
submit the estimates for the Ferry Department for the 
coming fiscal year, as follows : 


Salaries and wages , : : . $141,500 00 
Current expenses... : ‘ 4 nae 205900000 
Supplies. 7 : ; ; see 0 000200 
Fuel . : : : : . ‘ 30,000 00 
Repairs on boats . : : : 6,500 00 
Repairs on buildings, etc. . : : . 4,500 00 
Contingent expenses. : : 2,000 00 


$215,000 69 


Estimated income . $156,000 00 


Respectfully yours, 
WILLIAM J. BuRKE, 
Superintendent. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


74 TrReMoNT STREET, Boston, Dec. 23, 1892. 


Hon. Natuan MaAtTrTrHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: The Fire Commissioners herewith present their 
estimate of the money needed for the running expenses of 
this department, including the Bureau for the Inspection of 
Wires, for the fiscal year 1893-94. The amount covers the 
cost of three new engine companies, two of which have for 
some time ready for service with the exception of men, and 
the third will be ready by the beginning of the new year. 
Nothing but current expenses has been included in this 
estimate. 

Respectfully submitted, 


For the Board, 


Ropert G. Fircu, 
Chairman. 
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Position. 
3 Commissioners, each 
1 Chief of Department 
1 Assistant Chief 
9 District Chiefs 


1 Superintendent of Repairs, 


1 Hospital Surgeon. 
1 Clerk of the “Board 
2 Clerks . 
laGierks 
1 Messenger 
52 Captains . 
33 Lieutenants . 
286 Members 
65 Members 
39 Members 
62 Substitutes . 
4 Call Captains 
54 Call Members 
46 Call Members 
42 Call Members 
44 Enginemen . 
1 Hostler 
2 Watchmen 


Total of Salaries 


$3,500 
3,900 
2,400 
2,000 
2,000 
1 


Maintenance and supplies as follows : 


Repairs of apparatus 

Repairs of houses 

New hose 

Repairs of hose . 

Fuel for engines and ROURER, 

Gas, etc. 

Printing and stationery 

Furniture and bedding 

Small supplies ; 

Horses — purchase and ex- 
change 

Hay, erain, and straw. 

Horse-hire and keeping 

Washing 

Shoeing 

Harnesses and repairs” 


Amounts carried forward, 


$32,000 


6,000 
7,000 
2,000 
15,500 
9,000 
2,500 
5,900 
4,000 


13,000 
26,000 
1,200 
4,500 
7,800 
4,500 


Salary per Annum. 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


$140,500 00 


$775,574 00 


$775,574 00 


20 Crry Document No. 41. 


Amounts brought forward, $140,500 00 $775,574 00 


Oils, chemicals, etc. . : 1,800 00 
Hats, badges, buttons, etc. . 1,200 00 
Ladders and repairs . : 1,500 00 
Tools for repair shop . : 1,000 00 
New apparatus. e : 7,000 00 
Extra service. 800 00 
Water for houses, ata aes 

boat : ; : : 1,500 00 
Contingencies. 5 k 4,000 00 
Rensions ' : 25,000 00 


Hydrants and reservoirs. 13,000 00 


ee eee 


Total, Maintenance and supplies : 197,300 00 


Grand total : : “ : 3 $972,874 00 


BUREAU OF INSPECTION OF WIRES. 


Fire-alarm Branch as follows: 


Position. Salary. Amount. 
1 Inspector of Wires, $3,200 00 per annum, $3,200 00 
1 Deputy Inspector, 2,000 00 * a 2,000 00 
4 Operators, each . 1,600 00 *« cs 6,400 00 
1 Operator. ste ck ZOO COU ES oc 1,200 00 
1 Operator. : 3 75 per diem, 133007 -(D 
1 Ass’*t Operator . 1,200 00 per annum, 1,200 00 
1 Batteryman . ae OODROO ms 2 1,000 00 
1 Ass’t paaehame 730 00 *§ fe 730 00 
1 Foreman . 4 00 per diem, 1,460 00 
1 Repairer. ‘ AAD oS ee 1,551 25 
4 Repairers, each Oia ens 4,745 00 
1 Repairer OnOQOse er puma 1,095 00 
1 Repairer DTD say Aare 1,003 75 
2 Repairers, each ZOU GS sees 1,825 00 
1 Repairer ed a as eit twee LH. 821 25 
1 Repairer, care of 
clocks : . 1,000 00 per annum, 1,000 00 
eLOtal ©... : ‘ 4 : : $30,600 00 
Inspection of Wires Branch as follows : 
Position. Salary. Amount. 
1 Ass’t Inspector . $1,800 00 per annum, $1,800 00 
1 Clerk . ; <4. 5200) 005 8* at 1,200 00 


Amount carried forward, $3,000 00 
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Amount brought forward, 
4 Examiners, each . $1,200 00 per annum, 
1 Foreman of Repairs, Ue OU ee tae 
4 Repairers, each 2 50 per diem, 
1 Repairer 900 00 per annum, 
1 Draughtsman 3 00 per diem, 
1 Repairer 912 50 per annum, 


Total 


Special force for new construction as follows : 


Salary. 
$2 50 each Ores Aes 
Ze ne 


Position. 
3 Men, each 
3 Men, each 


Total 


Total Salaries Bureau of Inspection of 


Wires 


Maintenance, supplies, etc., as follows: 
Printing and stationery 
Contingencies : 
Time, Western Union Telegraph Con 
Rental of Telephones : 
Damages to Property 
Construction and new apparatus 


Total Supplies, ete. 


Grand total Bureau of Inspection of Wires . 
Grand total Fire Pai i ie ee 
Pensions ) : : 


Grand total Fire Department (including 
Pensions and: Bureau of Inspection of 
Wires) . 


Estimated income 


$3,000. 
4,800 


$14,881 50 


Amount. 
$2,347 50 
1,878 OO 


$4,225 50 


$49,707 00 


$900 00 
2,000 00 
400 00 
1,550 00 
2,000 00 
10,000 00 


es 


$16,850 00 


$66,557 00 


972,874 00 


$1,039,431 00 


$2,000 00 
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT. 


12 Beacon STREET, Boston, Dec. 27, 1892. 


Hon. Natuan MaAtTruews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: The Board of Health respectfully submits herewith its 
estimates necessary to defray the expenses for the Health 
Department for the ensuing year. 

The total amount asked for, as will be seen by the annexed 
table, is $163,000, showing an increase over the actual ex- 
penditures of 1891 of $23,V00. 

The sum of $10,000 is required for the inspection of 
schools. This item was asked for last year, but the appro- 
priation was so reduced as to render the school work impos- 
sible. 

The reasons for such increase are as follows: 

The additional sum of $3,000 will be required for expenses 
at quarantine. The additional sum of $5,000 will be re- 
quired for the maintenance of the new disinfecting station on 
Swett street, erected in connection with the hospital for con- 
tagious diseases. 

The additional sum of $5,000 will be required for the 
cleaning of private passageways. 


I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 


Ce DAVIS, Re, 
Secretary. 


ESTIMATES FOR THE YEAR 1893. 


Board of Health, salaries . ‘ ; : $9,000 00 
Glerk-hire: v, I P 3 . ‘ : 10,200 00 


Messenger . : : t 450 00 
Inspector of Nuisances, ‘salaries. : » ~ 27,000 -00 
Inspector at Abattoir . ; : : 3,400 00 


City Physician and assistants 3 : : 5,700 00 
Small-pox Hospital —. : ; ; d 2,000 00 
Disinfection : : - ; ; 25,000 00 
Abatement of nuisances : ; ' ; 10,000 00 
Public urinals : : 2 : ; : 5,000 00 
Burial grounds. ; : : : 5,000 00 
Care of city hearse ; ; ci ¥ : 100 00 


Amount carried forward, $102,850 00 
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Amount brought forward, 
Postage : ; : : 
Telephone : 

Travelling expenses for officers 
Incidental expenses 

Vaccination . 

Horse and waniole: Bead of Health 
Horse and vehicle, nl Bias 
Stationery 

Advertising 

Printing 

Cleaning of private passageways 
Public baths : 
Evergreen cemetery 

Quarantine ; : 

Medical inspection of schools 


Total 


Estimated income 


HOSPITAL DEPARTMENT. 


$102,850 00 
800 00 
400 00 

1,300 00 
500 00 
500 00 
600 00 

1,000 00 
300 00 
100 00 

1,500 00 

5,000 00 

16,000 00 
2,900 OO 
20,000 00 
10,000 00 


- $163,350 00 


$5,000 00 


Crry Hosritat, Boston, Dec. 29, 1892. 


Hon. Natoan MaAtTrHews, JR., 


Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: In response to the circular letter dated December 14, 
the trustees beg to submit the enone estimates for the 


coming fiscal year: 


For supplies ' : - $119,000 90 
salaries and labor . 5 71,500 00 
fuel J ‘ Aes 15,000 00 
medical supplies. Man we WOOKO0 
buildings and grounds . 21,000 00 
Convalescent Home ; 7,500 O00 
asphalt driveways . ; 2,100 00 
completing elevators ‘ 3,900 00 

Total . 


$264,600 00 


The trustees estimate the following as the probable income 


of this department for the coming year: 
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Receipts from paying patients . $40,000 00 
trust funds . fe owlo0U. 00 
sale of old material 300 00 


Total : . ' ‘ vr$41-850 100 


The trustees, in submitting the foregoing estimates, have 
included estimates for completing driveways and elevators, 
both of which items they were unable to carry out during 
the year 1892, for want of sufficient appropriation. 

Both the daily average and the aggregate number of 
patients treated during the present year is much larger than 
any previous year, and the trustees anticipate a greater 
number during the coming year. ‘They do not feel sure that 
if the number of patients treated should be considerably larger 
than the present year, that the foregoing estimate will be suf- 
ficient to meet the absolute necessary expenditures. While 
they believe that the foregoing estimates will be sufficient to 
meet all necessities on the basis of 1892-8, they call atten- 
tion to the fact that possibly a special appropriation of a few 
thousand dollars may be necessary to meet a possible de- 
ficiency at the close of the fiscal year of 1893-4, if the hos- 
pital shall treat a number of patients much in excess of the 
present year. 

For and in behalf of the Trustees, 


Henry H. SPRAGUE, 
Secretary. 


INSPECTION OF BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT. 


Oxtp State Hovuss, Dec. 19, 1892. 


Hon. Natuan MaArTrruews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: In accordance with Circular No. 81, of Dec. 14, 
1892, I submit to you an estimate of the amount necessary 
to defray the expenses of this department for the coming 
fiscal year. 

SALARIES. 


Inspector . ; : - $5,000 00 

Clerk of Department. : 2,500 00 

22 assistant inspectors, at 
$2,000 each : : . 44,000 00 


Amount carried forward, $51,500 00 
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Amount aee le ite ‘ward, $51,500 00 


1 clerk 2,000 OO 
i clerk 1,800 00 
1 clerk 1,600 00 
2 clerks, $1, 200 fren 2,400 00 
1 messenger 1,000 00 
1 messenger 800 00 
d. draughtsman 780 O00 
2 copyists, at $648 each 1,296 00 
] stenographer and  type- 

writist 648 00 
Board of Appeal, 3 members, 

$1,000 each 3,000 00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Printing, binding, stationery, 

and office supplies $3,750 00 
Conveyance . : : 1,800 00 
Horse keeping, with repair of 

vehicle, harness, etc. 600 00 
Telephone rental and repairs, 200 00 
Securing buildings, maps, 

plans, etc. ‘ 1,200 00 


Seventy-four thousand three hundred and 
seventy-four dollars. 


Very respectfully yours, 


20 


$66,824 00 


7,550 00 


$74,374 00 


Joun S. DAMRELL, 
Inspector of Buildings. 


INSPECTION OF MILK AND VINEGAR DE- 


PARTMENT. 


Crry*Hatr. Boston, Dec: *22; 1892? 


Hon. NatHan Matruews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: Following are the estimates of the necessary expen- 
ditures of this department for the coming fiscal year : 
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Salaries. 
Inspector. ; ; : . $8,000 00 
Chemist : : 4 ; : : 3 2,400 00 


Clerk . ‘ : F : : . : 1,500 00 
3 collectors . f i ; ; r : 3,000 00 


Agent . E : ; : d 900 00 
Printing : : : f 175 00 
Postage and stationery . ; : ; 125 00 
GHemicals a : ? ‘ ; ! : 75°00 
Apparatus. i : : 3 : : 100 00 
Collectors’ expenses. : : : ; 350 00 

- supplies : : 3 200 00 
Telephone . : : : : : : 162 00 
Water-tax . : : . : : 18 00 
Board, ete., of Horne F ; E : : 455 OO 
Incidentals ; - : : : 40 00 


otal = ; ; ; : : . $12,500 00 


Estimated Income : : : bn ere $600 00 
Respectfully, 
CHARLES HARRINGTON, 
Inspector. 


INSPECTION OF PROVISIONS DEPARTMENT. 


12 CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, Boston, Dec. 16, 1>92. 
Hon. NatHan MATTHEWS, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 

Sir: As requested by Circular Letter No. 81 relative to 
current expenditures for this department for the ensuing 
fiscal year, I would respectfully present and submit the 
following, viz. : 

Salary of Inspector of Provisions . : aaeal, (00: OG 
Keeping of horse, repairing of wagon and har- 


ness, ete. . $ ‘ . : ‘ 5 600 00 
Office expenses. : 2 : : : 125 v0 
$2,425 00 

Deputy Inspector of Provisions —. : : 800 LO 


$3,225 00 


Very truly yours, 
D. F. McCartuy, 
Inspector of Provisions. 
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LAMP DEPARTMENT. 


Boston, Dec. 24, 1892. 


Hon. NatHan MATTHEWS, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: In reply to your communication of Dec. 14, 1892 
(Circular No. 81), I herewith submit the following detailed 
estimates of the amounts necessary to meet the expenditures 
of this department for the ensuing year, Feb. 1, 1893, to 
Py rss ee Rots 


Gas companies, 8,835 lamps, at $21.78 . $192,429 34 
- Lighting and care, 126 men, at $730 , 91,980 00 
Electric lighting companies, 1,547, at $146 225,862 00 
Naphtha lights, 2,842, at $21 : J 59,682 00 
Salaries (office) . . : : 2 6,200 00 
General expenses . : : . 4 22,383 00 


$598,536 34 
New work . . A : ; : 14,150 00 


$612,686 34 


Yours truly, 


Patrick O’SHEA, 
Superintendent of Lamps. 


GENERAL EXPENSES. 


Underground work : Z : ; $5,000 00 
Repairing lanterns . : : - 10,000 00 
Wrought-iron work ; : : : 500. 00 
Telephone rentals and repairs : : 312 00 
Gas lanterns (new) : : : 4 1,000 00 
Printing and stationery . : : : 400 00 
Wood-work and ladders . ; fi 100 00 
Horse and carriage for Superintendent : 500 00 
Inspection of burners. : : : 300 00 
Gas-tips and burners. ; ; ‘ 100 00 
Plans of streets. : : ; : 50 00 
Wood alcohol ; : ‘ : : 20 00 
Street signs . : : ; : : 300 00 
Rubber cloth : : ; : ; 20 00 
Newspapers . : ; : : 30 00 


Amount carried forward, $18,632 00 
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Amount brought forward, 
Ferries to East Boston 
Horses, harnesses, and wagons , 
Repairs to buildings No. 690 aes str eet, 
Torches Y 
Tools : 
Electric-light ‘seyutsis poride 
Messenger 


NEw Work. 


Electrics, 150 
Gas lamps, 150 
Naphthas, 150 


LAW DEPARTMENT. 


$18,632 00 


$22,383 00 


$10,050 00 
2,500 00 
1,600 00 


$14,150 00 


OFFICE OF LAw DEPARTMENT, 
14 BEACON STREET, Boston, Dec. 19, 1892. 


Hon. NatHan MATTHEWS, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: In compliance with Circular No. 81, we respectfully 
submit the following estimates of the expenses of the Law 


Department for the coming fiscal year: 


For salaries of heads of depart- 
ment . : : ; See $114700 00 
Subordinates . : : ‘ 17,000 00 
Messengers (2) 
Stenographic work, stationery supplies, law 
publications, etc. : : 


Total 


$28,750 00 
1,000 00 


1,250 00 


$31,000 00 


Tuomas M. Basson, 
Corporation Counsel. 


ANDREW J. BAILey, 
City Solicitor. 
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LIBRARY DEPARTMENT. 


Pusric Liprary, Boston, Dec. 24, 1892. 


Hon. NatHan MatTruews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: In accordance with the request contained in Circular 
No. 81 I submit herewith the estimates, determined by 
the Trustees of the Public Library of the City of Boston, 
at a regular meeting held on the 23d instant, for the 
maintenance of the Public Library, its Branches and 
Delivery Stations, for the coming fiscal year, amounting, 
in the aggregate, to $151,000, * distributed by items as 
follows: 


Salaries : ae aay. f : : . $94,000 00 
Binding ; ° : ; : : 2,550 00 
Books and periodicals : : ‘ ‘ a y20, 000809 
Furniture and fixtures . : } Y ; 1,000 00 
Gas and electricity : : 6,000 00 
Expenses. ‘ Selanne « : 3,600 00 
Printed catalogues, Bick ; : . : 9,000 00 
Stationery . : : : - : 1,000 00 
Fuel . , ; : ‘ ; : : 3,000 00 
Rents . ; : . 4 ; : ; 5,000 00 
Repairs : : : ‘ : ; ; 2,350 00 
Transportation . : : ; é 3,500 00 

ote. ‘ ; ; : : . $151,000 00 


Very truly yours, 


FREDERICK O. PRINCE, 
President pro tempore. 


MARKET DEPARTMENT. 


OFFICE OF Supt. OF MARKETS, 
Boston, Dec. 24, 1892. 


Hon. NatHan MatrrHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: I herewith submit a statement of the estimated ex- 
penses and income of the Department of Markets for the 
financial year 1893-94 : 
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' EXPENSES. 


Salaries 

Extra police for services s during vacations and 
holidays : 

Gas and electric light ; 

Sundry small expenses, including telephone, 
water, fuel, repairs on clock, scales, elec- 
tric wires, etc. . 


Total estimated expenses 


ESTIMATED INCOME. 


From rents of stalls and cellars in Faneuil Hall 
Market 

From rents of aeailé idl Pelitred in New Reneuil 
Market : 

From rents outside sahil: 

From weighing fees City Scales 


Total estimated income . 


Respectfully submitted, 


$10,800 00 


300 00 
850 00 


500 00 


$12,450 00 


$65,296 O00 


18,211 20 
1,407 00 
500 00 


$85,414 20 


GrorcEe E. McKay, 
Supt. of Markets. 


MAYOR. 


OFFICE OF THE Mayor, 
Boston, Dec. 24, 1892. 


I estimate the expenses of the Mayor’s office for the 


financial year 1893-94, 


including the amount usually 


allowed by the City Council for the reception of distin- 


guished guests, at thirty-one thousand dollars. 


Respectfully submitted, 


NatTHANIEL H. Taytor, 


Secretary. 
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MOUNT HOPE CEMETERY DEPARTMENT. 


Boston, Dec. 24, 1892. 
Hon. Natuan MatrTHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: In compliance with Circular No. 81, we have the 
honor to submit the following estimate of expenditures and 
income for the coming fiscal year, 1893-94, viz.: 


Pay-roll for ordinary work in cemetery » $25,000 00 
Salary of business manager . : : ‘ 2,300 00 
Salary of superintendent . : : : 2,000 00 
Salary of secretary . : : : : 200 00 
Grain : : : : : 800 00 
Blacksmith work : ; : 800 00 
Repairs of vehicles, harnesses, ete. ; : 200 00 
Coal for greenhouses and ofiice : 850 00 
Manure. : : : 300 00 
Carpenter work and lumber : , 400 00 
Painting and glazing . : : ‘ : 250 00 
Telephone service : : ; ; : 216 00 
Flower-pots : ‘ : : : : 100 00 
brick, lime, and cement pu ee : : 200 00 
Straw mats ; : ; : : 50 00 
Trees, shrubs, plants, ete. i : ; : 300 00 
Water- LX. : ; : é : : 80 00 
Plumbing, etc. . : ; ; : 100 00 
Tools, hardware, etc. . ; : : : 3800 00 
Expressage ; : : : : . 25 00 
Repairing avenues : : ; : 5,000 00 
$38,971 00 

Estimated receipts of cemetery expended in 
this department : ; : ; ‘ 20,000 00 
Appropriation required : Pear Bos ote 


Respectfully submitted, for the Board, 


LeForrest A. HALL, 
Chairman. 
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OVERSEEING OF THE POOR DEPARTMENT. 


Boston, Dec. 21, 1892. 
Hon. Natoan MarrHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 
Sir: Estimate of appropriation for the Overseers of the 
Poor for the financial year from Feb. 1, 1893, to Jan. 31, 
1894: 


Burial of city, State, and foreign poor . , $4,000 00 
Boston poor in other cities and towns. : 7,900 00 
City Temporary Home . ; : ; 8,000 00 
Lodge for Wayfarers. ‘ : : : 9,500 00 
Pensions and grants paid at office . 23,000 00 
Fuel and groceries for the poor. 33,000 00 

Immediate relief of persons having no settle- 
ment : : : : ; : : 900 00 
Clerk-hire . : 4,900 00 

Transportation of visitors and city and State 
poor : 600 00 

Office expenses, printing, stationery, postage, 
ELCs. ; : : : 1,200 00 

Salaries : treasurer, secretary, visitors, and 
agents : f ; : 14,600 00 
Salaries: engineer and janitor : 3,000 00 

Fuel, gas, and incidental expenses of Charity 
Building 2 j ; : eet 200 700 
Medical nitendance and Cait , : : 3,000 00 
$114,000 00 

We may receive: 

From cities and towns for relief of their poor . $5,000 00 
‘* State for sick and temporary aid cases . 1,900 00 
‘¢ State and other sources for burials ‘ 1,500 00 

** occupants of Shay Building for heat- 
ing . : ; ; 1,100 00 
$9,500 00 


Approved for one hundred and fourteen thousand dollars 
($114,000). 
OVERSEERS OF THE Poor, 
By 
Wixtiiam P. Fow er, 
Chairman. 
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PARK DEPARTMENT. 
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EXxcHANGE Buruprne, Boston, Dec. 24, 1892. 


Hon. NatHan MATTHEWS, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: Complying with your circular of 14th inst. we re- 
port that an appropriation of $102,500 will be required for 
the current and ordinary expenditures of maintaining the 
parks under charge of this board during the coming fiscal 


year. 
Our estimate in detail is as follows: 


FRANKLIN PARK. 


Care of grounds, roads, and walks, buildings 
and sheep 


ARNOLD ARBORETUM. 
Care of roads and walks 


THe PARKWAY. 


Care of grounds, roads, and walks, buildings 
and fowl . 


CHARLESBANK. 


Care of gymnasiums, grounds and buildings, 
and lighting 


CHARLESTOWN PARKS. 
Shovelling snow and care of grounds 


Woop Istanp Park. 
Care of grounds 


Marie Park. 
Care of grounds, pier and buildings, and light- 


LE 78 


CasTLE IsLAND AND BRIDGE. 
Care of grounds and bridge, and electric light- 


ine. 


Amount carried forward, 


$19,200 00 


4,500 00 


16,000 00 


11,000 00 


200 00 


1,000 00 


4,000 00 


3,000 00 


$59,200 00 
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Amount brought forward, $59,200 00 
POLICE. 
2 sergeants and 26 officers all the year, and 11 
men for six months’ pay. 5 : 34,8(0 00 
Equipments and supplies. : ‘ 1,000 00 
Office expenses of Park Department : 7,500 00 


$102,500 00 


The above estimates do not include any expense for light- 
ing the Back Bay Fens or the Parkway, or for maintaining 
any part of the park system which we do not now feel con- 
fident of completing for use during the coming fiscal year. 

It seems to us that the Back Bay Fens will have to be 
lighted next season to satisfy the public demand for the use 
of them after dark. If the Lamp Department does not take 
this lighting upon itself, it will be necessary to make fur- 
ther appropriation to enable this department to undertake it. 

Estimated income, $3,000. 


For the Board, 


T. L. Livermore, 
Chairman. 


POLICE DEPARTMENT. 


No. 7 PEMBERTON SQuaRE, Boston, Dec. 28, 1892. 


Hon. Natuan MatrHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: Complying with the request contained in Circular 
No. 81 from your office, the Board of Police hereby submits 
its estimate of the amount required to pay the ordinary ex- 
penses of the Police Department for the coming year, and 
including the sums required to maintain the House of Deten- 
tion and pay pensions of retired police officers. 

As compared with last year, your honor will notice that 
an increase of $49,640 is asked for in the amount required 
to pay reserve policemen, so as to employ the total number 
authorized by the City Government, and that an increase of 
$26,362.14 is asked in the sum required to pay pensions, 
which is caused by the number of persons that will be re- 
tired in compliance with Chapter 353 of the Acts of the 
present year. You will also notice a decrease of $435 is 
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made in the amount asked for the general expenses of the 


department. 


Enclosed herewith your honor will find the requisition 
which the Board is required by statute to make upon the 


City Council. 
PouicE DEPARTMENT ESTIMATES. 


Salaries at rates now established . ceSL.021,005959 
Pensions . : 4 : 58,362 14 
Pay of 100 reserve officers : ; 73,000 00 
Fuel, light, ice, water, and watering eects, 18,000 00 
Retnitlire arid bedding : ; 4,500 OO 
Badges, buttons, Prange belts, ares ", ee : 1,200 00 
Printing, binding, and stationery : : 4,400 00 
Care and repairs of station-houses —. ; 15,000 00 
Repairs and supplies for police steamers. 6,000 00 
Care and rent of telephone lines : 4,000 00 
Carting prisoners to and from stations : 2,000 00 
Purchase and care of horses and copay? 7,900 00 
Food for prisoners . 1,300 00 
Medical attendance on sick and injured per- 

sons. A ; : 7,000 00 
Carriage-hire ie car Rit : : : 1,000 00 
eine and detection of criminals . : 5,000 00 
Uniform cloth, helmets, and caps ‘ : 6,000 00 

Total for Police Department . : . $1,234,867 73 


House oF DETENTION AND StTaTION—HousE MaAtTrRons. 


Salaries at rates now established : ; $9,496 00 
Furniture and bedding : : : : 98 65 
Printing and stationery. : ; : 45 08 
Care and cleaning and ice . ; : A 770 45 
Purchase and keeping of horses, ete. . 2 1,300 58 
Food for prisoners. ) 109 79 
Medical attendance and medicine for prison- 

ers : : : : : 3 : 138 24 


LRotsali =. : : : ‘ ‘ $11,958 7 


iy 


Estimated income from licenses other than 


liquor . : : : yf : : $15,000 00 


Respectfully submitted, 
A. T. WHItTine, 
Wivuuram H. Les, 
W. M. OsBorne, 
Board of Police. 
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Boarp oF Pouice, No. 7 PEMBERTON Sq., 
Boston, Dec. 28, 1892. 


To the Honorable City Council: 


GENTLEMEN: The Board of Police for the City of Boston 
hereby makes requisition on your honorable body for the 
sum of one million two hundred and forty. six thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-six dollars and fifty-two cents ($1,246,- 
826.52), as provided by Section 4 of Chapter 325 of the Acts 
of 1885, to meet the expenses of the Police Department, 
including pensions and House of Detention, for the financial 
year 1893. 

Very respectfully, 
A. T. WuHitine, 


Wituram H. Les, 
W. M. OSBORNE, 


Board of Police. 


PRINTING DEPARTMENT. 


Boston, Dec. 20, 1892. 


Hon. NatHan MatTrTuews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston : 


Sir: The following estimate for printing, binding, and 
stationery required for the City Council, and office expenses 
of the Printing Department, for the financial year of 1893- 
94, is respectfully submitted : 


Printing and binding documents. . $16,000 00 
Printing stock : : ‘ ; : ; 1,500 O00 
Stationery Sirah: : : tak beahue 500 00 
City Council proceedings : 

Newspaper reports ; . $10,500 00 

Stenographic reports. ; 4,250 00 

Index for Minutes of 1893. 38,000 O00 

| — 17,750 00 

City Bonds . ; 250 OU 
Printing and binding Ancient Record Doou- 

ments ; a ; ¢ ; : : 8,000 00 
Office expenses : 

Salary of oe ae ee . $3,000 00 

Clerk . ‘ : , 1,000 00 


Amounts carried forward, $4,000 00 $39,000 00 
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Amounts brought forward, $4,000 00 $39,000 00 
Indexing the Minutes . : 1,000 00 
Extra clerical service . : 800 00 

Messenger service and miscel- 

laneous expenses : : 200 00 

6,000 00 

$45,000 00 

Respectfully, 


THomas J. LANE, 
Superintendent of Printing. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


OFFICE OF Supt. Puspiic BUILDINGS, 
Boston, Dee. 24, 1892. 


Hon. Natuan MatTtuews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: I herewith submit mv estimate of the amount re- 
quired for Public Buildings for the coming financial year : 


For procuring voting precincts, and furnishing 
heating and care of the same for election 


purposes . : 
Rents and taxes, excepting armories 
Carpentry work and stock 

Mason work, paving, drains, etc. . 
Salaries : 

Painting and glazing 

Heating apparatus 

Engineers : and janitors . : 
New furniture and repairs of ‘Old? 2 
Electric lighting 

Plumbing and gas-fitting 

Roofing, gutters, and conductors 
Whitening and plastering 

Fuel ’ 

Gas 

Water and ice : 

Teaming and watering streets 


Amount carried forward, 


$30,000 00 
28,500 00 
16,000 O00 
14,000 00 
15,450 00 
10,000 00 

8,000 00 
11,000 00 
8,000 00 
12,000 00 
6,000 00 
5,000 00 


$178,450 00 


— 
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Amount brought forward, $178,450 00 
Board and shoeing of horses and repairs of 
carriage and Harness - : 1,000 00 


Should a new elevator be ordered for City 

Hall in place of the old one, my estimate of 

the cost of the same is t 6,500 00 
In my judgment the time has arrived for an 

electric light plant in City Hall. The ex- 

penditure — now in that direction is nearly 

$12,000 per annum, and only one-half 

of the building is lighted. My estimate of 

the cost for a plant is $12,000, which in- 

cludes all the rewiring of the hall and the 


necessary machinery for the same : . 12,000 00 
Armory rentals. : : : 13,785 00 
Armory water-rates : : : 4 125 00 
Fuel and electric lights : ; ; , 2,400 00 
Repairs, teaming, and supplies —. : : 2,190 00 


$216,450 00 


Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES C. TUCKER, 
Supt. Public Buildings. 


PUBLIC GROUNDS DEPARTMENT. 
Boston, Dec. 24, 1892. 
Hon. Natuan MatTtrHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 
Sir: I beg to submit herewith my estimates for the 


expenses of this department for the ensuing year, and trust 
that the same may meet your approval. 


I remain your obedient servant, 
Wm. DoocusE, 
Superintendent. 


Estimate of Amounts for the General Appropriation for 
the twelve months beginning Feb. 1, 1893. 
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GENERAL EXPENSES. 


Salary, Superintendent : . $3,000 00 
Salary, Assistant Superintendent, 1,800 00 
Teaming and reteaming ae 


walks : ‘ 1,200 00 
Lumber and carpentry, repairing 
plank-walks . : 1,200 00 


Boarding and shoeing six Horse 1,000 00 
Veterinary attendance and medi- 


cine : : 100 00 
Repairs on harness and vehicles : 300 00 
Hardware and small supplies. 550 00 
Flower-pots : - - 5900 00 
Water-rates : : : : 700 00 
Car-tickets : ; : : 350 00 
Rubber-hose . : 5900 00 
Lawn-mowers, tools, and repairs, 700 00 
Storage of settees, ladders, etc. . 900 00 
Telegram, freight, and express 

charges . ; : 250 00 
Painting fences and fountains : 600 00 


Plumbing-repairs, introduction of 
water-taps on Commonwealth 
ave., Chester park and square, 


etc. : ‘ 500 00 
Mason-work on Fortine: Ay s 500 00 
Fence wire und poles : 250 00 


Concreting Fort Hill square 
walks. : ; : ; 700 00 


Incidentals : 4 : ; 3,500 00 
—— $15,700 00 


STREET TREES. 


General care, labor, teaming, trimming, plant- 


ing, and removing. : , : : 3,000 00 
OFFICE. 
Clerk-hire 1 4 ee D002 00 
Printing and stationery : : 150 00 
Telephone service . : : 120 00 
Coal . : . ; : : 50 00 
Cleaning two offices . ; ‘ 150 00 
ee 1,970 00 


Amount carried forward, $23,670 OO 
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GREENHOUSES AND NURSERY. 


Labor 5 . : . - $5,500 00 
Coal : : . ‘ 1,000 00 
Telephone service. 263 00 


Boston CoMMON. 


Labor : ; ‘ A . $12,000 00 
‘Teaming . A : , Bream ele) 
Sod And. orass- Baca : : ’ 2,000 00 
Red oravel : ; ‘ : 1,200 00 
Blue oravel and sand. ‘ ‘ 500 60 
Loam . , z 500 00 
Manure and aha : : 500 00 
Cleaning out pond. : : 300 00 
Repairs on iron fences ; . 200 00 


PuBLic GARDEN. 


Labor ? : : ; . $13,000 00 
Teaming . ; : : 1,000 00 
Sod and. grass feed Y : : 950 00 
Red gravel é ; ; ‘ 800 00 
Blue eravel and sand. : , 450 00 
Loam : : ; 300 00 
Manure and Fomine . - 350 OO 
Bulbs, plants, shrubs, and roses . 500 00 
Repairs on iron fences : : 150 00 
Evergreens for covering . : 150 00 
Flower-seed. ‘ ; ‘ 25 00 


Cleaning out pond. : ; 1,000 00 


COMMONWEALTH AVENUE. 


_ Labor : ‘ : : ‘ $800 00 
Teaming. . ; ; i 200 00 
Sod Wat erass- Reed ; : ; 400 00 
Red oravel : ‘ ‘ ; 300 00 
Loam ‘ ' Xs 200 00 
Manure and feriilivars : : 100 00 


Amount carried forward, 


$23,670 00 


6,763 00 


18,700 QO 


18,675 00 


2,000 00 


$69,808 00 
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Amount brought forward, $69,808 00 


CHESTER PARK AND SQUARE. 


Labor ‘ ‘ F ; : $800 00 

Teaming . : : : : 100 00 

Sod . : : ; : 120 00 

Red gravel ; : : : 100 00 

Loam ‘ ; : 100 00 

Manure and fara liers ; : 200 00 

Bulbs _ 5 : F q 50 00 
SA8 1,470 00 

BLACKSTONE AND FRANKLIN SQUARES. 

Labor ; : } ’ : $700 00 

Teaming . : ; 100 00 

Manure fand ferrilizers : : 50 00 
a 850 00 

ELEVEN MISCELLANEOUS SMALL PARKS AND 

SQUARES IN City PROPER. 

Labor : ’ : , . $2,000 00 

Teaming . ; : ; : 300 00 

Red gravel ; : : ; 1252.00 

Blue gravel ; ; ‘ : 50 00 

Manure and fertilizers : : 100 00 

Bulbs : : é : , 100 00 
2-6 759 OO 

SoutH Boston (Four Squares). 

Labor : ; 2 : . $1,800 00 

Teaming . ‘ ; : : 150 00 

Sod . : : : i : 900 00 

Red gravel ! : : “ 125 00 

Beatin: ; : ; 200 00 

Manure and Pertilicedtl : ‘ 100 00 
3,275 00 

East Boston (Five Squares). 

Labor * F : : ges EL O00T00 

Teaming . A : ; : 150 vO 

Bulbs ‘ 4 ; f ‘ 50 00 
1,700 00 


Amount carried forward, $79,778 00 
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Amount brought forward, $79,778 00 
CHARLESTOWN (Four Squares). 
Labor ? . : : ~ $1,500 00 
Teaming . : : ‘ : 150 00 
Sod and loam . , : : 200 00 
Red gravel , : : 50 00 
Mahiice and fer Hines d ; 75 00 
Bulbs : : : : : 50 00 
—_—_—_ 2,025 00 
DorcuesTeR (Eight small Parks and Squares). 
Labor ' ; : : PS. 14500200 
Teaming . : ; : : 100 00 
Sod and seed. : : . 150 00 
Loam H : : 50 O00 
Manure and Pamiliners 4 4 50 00 
cl 1,650 00 
Roxsury (Washington Park). 
Labor \ : : : . $1,200 00 
Teaming . : 5 : , 200 00 
Sod . . ; : : ; 150 00 
Loam f 2 : 200 00 
Manure and Fotiilivers : : 150 00 
Blue and binding gravel . ‘ 300 00 
: — 2,200 00 
Mapison Park. 
Labor ; A 5 ‘ . $1,000 00 
Teaming . f , : ae 150 00 
Sod . R : : ; : 150 00 
Red gravel ‘ ‘ 200 00 
Tooam, manure, and fertilizers : 200 00 
— 1,700 00 
ORCHARD PARK. 
_Labor R ‘ ‘ y P $650 00 
Teaming . . : : d 150 00 
SOdns d : a d ; 200 00 
Red gravel , 3 : ; BRAT OLE) 
Tne ; } ; 100 00 
Manure and favializers: é ’ 75 00 
oo 1,300 00 


Amount carried forward, $88,653 00 
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Amount brought forward, | $88,653 00 
FounNTAIN PARK. 
Labor : : : $500 00 
Blue and red cravel ; : 2 50 00 ; 
BN A 550 00 
ELEVEN MISCELLANEOUS SMALL PARKS. 
Labor ; , $1500 00 
Teaming . : : : : 300 00 
Sod . : ‘ : . 150 00 
Red gravel : ; 250 00 
Biue gravel ; ; 2 : 125 00 
Manure and fertilizers : ; 125 00 
— 2,450 00 
West Roxsury (Three Parks). 
Labor : : $500 00 
Teaming . ; Z : 50 00 
Red want blue gr rel : ‘ : 50 00 
Sod . : P P 50 00 
a 650 OO 
BricHton (Five Parks). 
Labor and teaming. : . $1,500 00 
Binding gravel . : : : 250 00 
Manure and fertilizers : , 100 00 
Bulbs ; : ; ‘ 50 00 
Rent of playg eround . ; : 200 00 
Meth ocean ok 2,100 00 
Total amount ‘ : : : . $94,403 00 


Hon. 


Sir: 


Respectfully submitted, 


Wm. Doocte, 
Supt. 


PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS DEPARTMENT. 


OFFICE OF COMMISSIONERS OF PuBLIC INSTITUTIONS, 


Boston, Dec. 24, 1892. 


NatHan MATTHEWS, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston : 


The Commissioners of Public Institutions r 


espect- 


fully submit their estimate of the amount of appropriation 
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that will be required for the several Public Institutions, 
Pauper, Steamboat, and Office expenses, and the County of 
Suffolk, House of Correction, also of the income to be 
received from the same during the financial year commenc- 
ing Feb. 1, 18938, as follows, viz. : 


House oF INpusTRY. 
For subsistence t : E 4 ’ $55,000 00 


salaries ' ; 5 : : 40,800 00 
clothing and bedding : : : : 15,000 00 
stone department 4 . : 21,000 00 
fuel and lights. : : : ; 12,000 00 
repairs and alterations i : : 7,000 00 
furniture and utensils . : : : 2,500 00 
agricultural Ae ay , 3,000 00 
water ; : ‘ é : 2,500 O00 
religious services : 4 , ; 1,800 00 
medical supplies : : : : 1,200 00 
soap and stock . : ; ‘ : 1,000 00 
books, printing, and stationery . 600 00 
printing department . : : 600 00 
labor and contract account . : , 600 00 
telephone rental : 400 00 
postage and rent of P. O. box |. : 300 00 
entertainment and holidays . : 150 00 
city government dinner. : 150 00 
transportation and carriage-hire . : 100 00 
school supplies . : : é : 100 00 
all other items . : : : : 100 00 


ANE Rea rape ane ial Aveeno SRV TUN date 


Income . ‘ ; : : é : $40,000 O00 


Lunatic HospPitTat. 


For subsistence : ; : ‘ “te $53,800 00 
salaries : : : ; 39,000 00 
repairs and alterations ; ; ‘ 10,000 00 
fuel and lights. : ; : 10,000 00 
agricultural department =. ; ¢ 4,500 00 
clothing and bedding . : : 5,500 00 
furniture and utensils » , : A 3,500 O00 
water % : ; : : ; 3,020 OO 


os 


Amount carried forward, $129,320 00 
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Amount carried forward, $129,320 00 
For medical supplies : s ; 2,000 00 
soap and stock . ; : : é 1,200 00 
books, printing, and Je : : 300 00 
telephone . : ; : 300 00 
transportation and carriage- hire : 100 00 
entertainment and holidays 200 00 
expressage and freight ‘ : : 84 00 
postage. : : ‘ : : 125 OU 

all other items . ; ‘ ; : 150 00 
Lota De. : : »  $18B5779 700 

Income . : : f : : : $12,000 00 


MARCELLA-STREET Home. 


For subsistence : : : : i $14,000 00 
salaries. : : : : 14,000 00 
clothing and bedding , ; : , 9,000 00 
fuel and lights. : ; : : 5,000 00 
repairs and alterations ; : : 2,500 00 
furniture and utensils . : : : 1,500 00 
agricultural Gepamment : : . 1,000 00 
water hs F 3 : ? 1,400 00 
medical supplies: ‘ : , 800. 00 
entertainment and holidays. ! : 300 00 
books, printing, and stationery . ; 300 00 
soap . : ; : : : 300 00 
school supplies : ’ : : : 100 00 
telephone rental : : : ‘ 150 00 
burial expenses . : “ ; 150 00 
transportation and carriage-hire 5 100 00 
freight and expressage : ; ; 50 00 
postage : : : : : : 50 00 
gratuities . : ; 50 00 
all other items . : : : : 175 00 

Total . ; : ; F ’ $46,925 00 


Home For Paurers, RaInsForpD’s AND Lone IsLANps. 


For subsistence : : A : $33,000 00 
salaries. ; : : } : 12,000 00 
fuel and lights. : : ’ 7,500 00 


Re Ca ee 


Amount carried forward, $52,500 00 
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Amount brought forward, 
clothing and bedding . 
repairs and alterations 
agricultural department 
medical supplies 

water . . 
furniture and utensils ; 

soap . : 
books, printing, and stationery 
telephone rental 

religious services 

postage 

all other items 


Total . 


Income 


For 


ALMSHOUSE, CHARLESTOWN. 


subsistence 

salaries 

fuel and lights 
clothing and bedding . 
repairs and alterations 
agricultural department 
medical supplies 
turniture and utensils . 
water 

soap . 

burial 
telephone rental . 
expressage 
all other items 


Total 


PAUPER EXPENSES. 


For support of persons outside the ee In- 


stitutions 
salaries 
transportation and tr avel 
medical attendance 


Amount carried forward, 


$52,500 00 
9,000 00 
4,000 00 
3,500 00 
3,000 00 
2,500 00 


$79,000 00 


$3,000 00 


$8,000 00 
3,000 00 
1,600 00 
1,200 00 
1,200 OO 

200 00 
500 00 
500 OO 
300 00 
150 00 
150 00 
200 00 
150 00 
Toy U0 


$17,625 00 


$146,000 00 
12,000 00 
4,000 00 
3,000 00 


$165,000 00 
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Amount brought forward, $165,000 00 
For keeping horses, and repairs to carriages 
and harness. ; : 4 , 1,800 00 
books, printing, and stationery . : 500 00 
copying pauper histories. ‘ 5 500 00 
postage. : ; : : : 200 00 
burial expenses . i ‘ ; : 100 00 
telephone rental . : f : : 100 00 
all other items . Q ‘ : : 100 00 
dat Cl Pec , ; ; , : $168,300 OO 
Income . ; : : é i $5,000 00 


STEAMER “J. Putnam BRADLEE.” 


For manning . , A ; : : $8,500 00 
repairs : : : : : ; 5,000 00 
fuel. : ; ; , é : 3,000 OO 
rent of dock : : ‘ ‘ : 2,000 00 
chandlery . : : : : : 250 00 
water B. : ; : 4 : 200 00 
telephone rental . : : ‘ : 150 00 
waste and oil sy. : : : : 150 00 
all other items . ‘ : : ‘ 100 00 

PL OEG aes : : pe , $19,350 OO 


OFFICE EXPENSES. 


For salaries. . é : : t $20,000 00 
all other expenses. é : : 1,000 00 


LOLA Late ‘ : : : é $21,000 00 


County OF SUFFOLK, HousE oF CORRECTION. 
For subsistence . : . - “ $39,000 00 


salaries ; . : , : ; 28,000 O00 
fuel and lights. ; - : : 10,000 00 
clothing and bedding . : : : 5,000 00 
repairs and alterations : ; é 5,000 00 
labor and contract. : ; ; 3,500 00 
water : . : : : : 2,500 00 
furniture and utensils . : : : 2,000 00 


Amount carried forward, $95,000 00 
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Amount brought forward, 

For agricultural department 
religious services 
gratuities . 
medical supplies 
soap and stock : 4 : 
books, printing, and stationery . 
entertainment and holidays 
postage and rent of P.O. box 
city government dinner 
telephone rental 
transportation and travel 
school supplies . 
all other items 


Total 


Income 


RECAPITULATION. 
House of Industry 
Lunatic Hospital, including Austin Farm 
Marcella-Street Home 
Home for Paupers, Rainsford’s and “Long 
Islands . ; 
Almshouse, Char lestown 
Pauper expenses : 
Steamer “J. Putnam Bradlee ” 
Office expenses . 


Public Institutions 
County of Suffolk, House of Correction 


Total 


INCOME. 
House of Industry 
Lunatic Hospital 


Home for Paupers, Rainsford’s and Long 
Islands . 


Pauper expenses : 
County of Suffolk, House of Cor rection 


Total 


For the Commissioners, 


$95,000 00 
1,500 00 
1,200 00 
1,000 00 

800 00 
700 OO 
400 00 


$101,650 00 
$25,000 00 


$165,900 00 
133,779 OO 
46,925 OV 


79,000 00 
Tq ozo OU 
168,300 00 
195050500 
21,000 OO 
$651,879 OO 
101,650 00 


$753,529 00 


$40,000 00 
12,000 00 


3,000 00 
5,000 00 
25,000 00 


$85,000 00 


Tuos. L. JENKS, 


Chairman. 
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PUBLIC CELEBRATIONS. 


Crry Hari, Dec. 24, 1892. 
Hon. NatHan MATTHEWS, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: I estimate the expenses for Public Celebrations 
during the next financial year as follows: 


May 30,1893  . : , ‘ , $8,400 00 
Dedication of Farragut ante , : : 3,600 00 
June 17 ; , ; F : ‘ : 5,000 00 
July 4 : . : ; , : 12,000 00 
Labor’s Holiday . ; A ; : : 1,000 00 

$30,000 00 


Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES H. Donan, 
City Auditor. 


REGISTRATION OF VOTERS DEPARTMENT. 


12 Beacon STREET, Boston, Dec. 23, 1892. 


Hon. NatHan MAtTrHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: In reply to your communication of Dec. 14, 1892 
(Circular No. 81), we herewith respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing detailed estimate of the amount deemed necessary to 
meet the expenditures of this department for the ensuing 
financial year (from Feb. 1, 1893, to Jan. 31, 1894): 


Salaries of Registrars of Voters. ; : $9,000 00 
Assistant Registrars and Clerks. : ; 20,500 00 
Printing 2 . ; : : : 6,600 00 
Contingent expenses q ; : . : 2,700 00 
Stationery : 700 00 
Janitors in charge cof rooms a registration : 1,200 00 
Assessors’ copy ‘of lists of polls for 1894 : 38,500 00 
Advertising in newspapers. ; 1,000 00 
Jury list (printing and binding) . : 300 00 
Publishing names in newspapers. A : 1,000 00 


$46,500 00 


For Board of Registrars of Voters, 


L. E. PEarson, 
Chairman. 
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REGISTRY DEPARTMENT. 


Boston, Dec. 20, 1892. 


Hon. NatHan MATTHEWS, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: In reply to Circular No. 81, I beg leave to say that 
the Registry Department was not established until July of 
this year, and its expenses cannot be compared with those 
of former years. It has been consolidated with the Depart- 
ment of Ancient Records, and the two had an appropriation 
of $21,292. 

When established in July, however, there were added 
four officials with an aggregate pay of $4,175, who have 
been paid for six months from the surplus of the appropria- 
tion for Ancient Records. 


The salaries, as approved by your Honor in July last, 


amount to . 3 : : d : ry 3818059700 
Amount for taking census of births 5 “ 4,000 00 
Fees paid physicians reporting births —. : 3,000 O00 
Books, stationery, printing, etc. . : : 1,500 00 

$26,559 00 
Deduct marriage licenses ‘ : A i 3,000 00 
Appropriation required on present basis . $23,559 00 


It should be noted that the $3,000 for marriage licenses 
will have to be deducted from the usual revenue of the city, 
having been heretofore paid into the treasury. 

The item of physicians’ fees for reporting births is new, 
the law not having been enforced before, although passed 
in 1889. | 

I also ask for a special appropriation of ten thousand 
(10,000) dollars, for extra indexing work, and binding our 
old records. This necessity comes from past economy or 
neglect, and has nothing to do with the current work of the 
office. It is in the nature of a permanent improvement, not 
needing to be repeated when once done. 


I remain, 
Yours very respectfully, 


Wa. H. Wuitmore, 
City Registrar. 
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SEALING OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 
DEPARTMENT. 


SEALER’S OFrrice, Boston, Dec. 24, 1892. 
Hon. NatuHan MartrHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: Responding to the request for estimates, contained 
in Circular No. 81, for the fiscal year from Feb. 1, 1893, to 
Jan. 1, 1894, I beg leave to submit the following for this 
department : 


ESTIMATE OF CURRENT EXPENSES. 


Salary of sealer. : - $8,000 00 
Salaries of eight deputies . : ; set da OOUR0U 
Salary of messenger. - : : ; 800 00 
Clerical assistance : : ‘ : 300 00 
Board of six horses , : : : : 1,872 00 
Shoeing of six horses. : 2 : 200 00 
Medical attendance for horses ; : : 100 00 
Repairs to wagons, harnesses, ete. : é 150 00 
Tools, hardware, etc. . : : : : 100 00 
Stationery . : : : : 75 00 
Printing and printing stock , . : : 125 00 
Advertising - : ‘ ‘ , 50 00 
Ferry-tolls ; and car- fares . : : ; 25 00 
Repairing standards. : : ; . 100 00 
Telephone service , 156 00 
neidentals . : : : : : é 100 00 

Lotahews ‘ ; ; : , ela osu 


I estimate the income of the department at $3,000. 
Respectfully submitted, 


MicuarEt D. Couns, 
Sealer of Weights and Measures. 
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SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


ESTIMATES, 1893-94. 


ScHOOL COMMITTEE, 
OrricE oF Accounts, Dec. 27, 1892. 


Hon. NatHan MATTHEWS, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: The Committee on Accounts of the School Com- 
mittee herewith transmit to you estimates of the amount 
which will be required to meet the expenses of the public 
schools for the financial year commencing on the first day of 
February, 1893, and ending January 31, 1894, exclusive of 


the expenses for the building of school-houses. 


7 Head-Masters 
2 Masters 
20 66 

3 Junior-Masters 
1 Junior-Master 
4 Junior-Masters 
1 Junior-Master 
2 Junior-Masters 


4 66 66 
3 66 66 
3 66 66 


1 Junior-Master 
2 Junior-Masters 
1 Junior-Master 


1 66 66 

1 3 66 66 
47 Masters 

2 66 

3 66 


Very respectfully yours, 


B. B. WHITTEMORE, 
Chairman Com. on Accounts, School Committee. 


Salaries of Instructors. 


First Grade. 
at $3,780 $26,460 00 
ars Pe Mate) 6,336 00 
‘6 2,880 57,600 00 
et DACA 8,208 00 
$65 OOD 2,592 00 
‘6 2,448 9,792 00 
(659 304 2,304 00 
‘+ 2,160 4,520°00 
‘<6 2,016 8,064 00 
oe deal 922 5,616 00 
Kl TIS we A RAGOO 
Sd DO 1,584 00 
‘+ 1,440 2,880 00 
ial barge 1,296 00 
Say) bad ay 1,152 00 
‘ 1,008 1,008 00 


Second Grade. 

at $2,880 $135,360 00 
6 2.820 9,640 00 
66) OU 8,280 00 


Amounts carried forward, $149,280 00 


$144,396 00 


$144,396 00 
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Amounts brought forward, $149,280 00 $144,396 00 


1 Master at $2,700 2,700 00 
1 Sub-Master $e Dt 9G 2,496 00 
eres ss 69,436 2,436 00 
13 Sub-Masters e692 280 7429564000 
es 6 pce iy 2 2() 4,440 00 
1 Sub-Master  <“* 2,160 2,160 00 
4 Sub- Masters sce LOO 8,460 00 
2 66 ete ot) 4) 4,080 00 
1 Sub-Master coe 2016 2,016 00 
1 6s oe 980 1,980 00 
5 Sub-Masters et. 920 9,600 00 
6 66 (oe 4. 860) sal, 160" 00 
4 66 6 15800 7,200 00 
a < coun e740) 5,220 00 
2 6 ‘6 1,680 3,360 00 
3 6 eri 20 4,860 00 
2 6s ee £560 3,120 00 
1 Sub-Master ep) 2500 1,500 00 


pe Whe 5 1G4Sn00 


Third Grade. 


1 Assistant Princi- 

pal at $1,800 $1,800 00 
3 First Assistants ‘* 1,620 4,860 00 
3 Second  ‘* Dr hes tote) 4,140 00 


2 ass 66 TE ed OOS TS 2,472 00 
22 Assistants ‘6 1,380 30,360 00 
1 Assistant Bice ie by savant al, 
3 Assistants SO TR erat 3,852 00 
2 6 6.515236 edt ZOU 
1 Assistant SOT EN ete: 1,188 00 
5 Assistants ss 61,140 5,700 00 
3 és feel Oo2 3,276 00 
4 é 1,044 4,176 00 
6 i < 996 5,976 00 
3 < 6 948 2,844 00 
2 66 6 900 1,800 00 
3 “6 < SD, woe DO sUU 
me 6 re 804 1,608 00 
1 Assistant 6 756 756 00 


soe 81,16 


cee memeseeees 


Amount carried forward, $481,212 00 
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Fourth Grade. 
63 First Assistants at $1,080 $68,040 00 


4 «6 me ‘6 1,044 4,176 00 

Deas Rie Me LOOS 5,040 00 

be ke OAT MING 3,888 00 

Ges a 4 936 4,680 00 
99 Second ‘ ie toLG 80,734 00 

iaap 66 ‘6 ete 804 7,236 00 
Lene <* Ae -F 792 10,296 00 
Liu. s i Ade et halt 7,800 00 
Pon, +e es es 768 9,984 00 
295 Third i oh 744. 219,480 00 
7 a : ST EODO 15,312 00 
a Seis a es 648 15,552 00 
raph eae i oe 600 17,400 00 
Dun one a .s D902 12,696 O00 
ra Be pe Pi ere OOF 10,080 00 
TD CaaS fe ae ran) 4,560 00 
292 oan ‘ie Ss 744 217,248 00 
20 Ps oe 696 18,920 00 
aA ee uy cs 648 14,256 00 
Coeua se os dee Oo ELS: 13,800 00 
aAparaes ae Sey) 2 eed aes PO 
7p Ae be ‘ a A 11,088 00 
LAs ss ca) tot 6,384 00 


10 Temporary Teachers, 100 days 1,860 00 
10 Special Assistants, 200 days 2,000 00 
— 790,808 00 


Special Grade. 
School on Spectacle Island : 
Instructor. ; 3 ; : : 400 00 
Normal School : | 
Special Instructor of Kindergarten Meth- 


ods . ‘ : : " ’ 1,080 00 
Sewing : 
30 Instructors, 267 Divisions ; : 18,600 00 


High Schools : 
Director of Modern Lan- 


guages . ; : : $3,000 00 
2 Absistants ‘ 3,000 00 
1 Special Instructor of Ger- 

mans). ; : : 320 00 


6,320 00 


Amount carried forward, $1,298,420 00 
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Amount brought forward, 
Horace Mann School: 
1 Principal 
11] Assistants 


Music: 

1 Instructor, High Schools, 

4 Instructors, Grammar and 
Primary Schools 

4 Assistants, Primary 

Schools 


Drawing : 
Director 
Assistant director 


Chemistry : 
Girls’ pee 1 instructor 
Girls’ High, 1 -laboratory 
assistant 
Roxbury High, 1 labor story 
assistant . 


Physical Training : 
Director 
Assistant . 


Physical Culture : 
Girls’ High, 1 instructor 
Girls’ Latin, 1 instructor 


Military Drill: 
Instructor 
Armorer . 


Manual Training Schools : 

Carpentry : 

2 Instructors . 

1 Instructor . 

8 Assistants, at $859 
Cookery : 

Director 

4 Instructors, at S744 

1 Instructor, at $648 


$2,508 00 
8,900 00 


$2,640 O00 
10,560 00 


3,000 00 


$3,000 00 
1,800 00 


$1,620 00 
804 00 


690 00 


$3,000 00 
2,000 00 


$1,200 00 
600 00 


$2,000 00 
900 00 


Amounts carried forward, $15,880 00 


$1,298,420 


11,408 


16,200 


4,800 


3,114 


5,000 


1,800 


2,900 


$1,343,642 


OO 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


OO 
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Amounts brought forward, 
3 Instructors, at $552 
2 Instructors, at $456 


Evening High School : 
Head Master, 22 weeks 
1 Assistant, 66 evenings 
27 Assistants, 22 abelne 
Clerk ; 


Evening Elementary Schools: 


11 Principals, 22 weeks 
4 66 99 66 


13 First Assistants, 22 w’ks, 


93 Assistants, 22 weeks 


Evening Drawing Schools : 
2 Masters, 66 evenings 

3 Principals, 66 * 

20 Assistants, 66 <¢ 

ap 66 66 66 


5 Curators, 66 * 
Kindergartens : 

27 Principals, at $708 
7 a 672 
5 os 636 
2 A 600 

15 Assistants, 540 

11 504 
9 0 468 
5 3 432 


2 Special Assistants, 50 days, 


Total for Instructors 


$15,880 00 


1,656 00 
912 00 


$880 00 
330 00 
11,880 00 
330 00 


$6,050 00 
1,760 00 
3,979 O00 
15,345 00 


$1,320 00 
1,584 00 
7,920 00 

660 00 
660 00 


$19,116 00 


4,704 00 
3,180 00 
1,200 00 
8,100 00 
5,044 00 
4,212 00 
2,160 00 

100 00 


SALARIES OF OFFICERS. 


Superintendent . : 

Six Supervisors at $3, 780 
Secretary . : : 
Auditing Clerk 


Assistants in offices, School Department 


Amount carried forward, 


$1,343,642 00 


18,448 00 


13,420 00 


26,730 OO 


12,144 00 


48,316 00 


$1,462,700 00 


$4,200 00 
22,680 00 
2.880 00 
2,880 00 
4,560 00 


$37,200 00 
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Amount Rane Heeger 
Copyist 
Messengers 
Seventeen Truant- iene 


Total for officers 


SALARIES OF JANITORS. 


Janitors of 10 High Schools 
66 ‘¢ 55 Grammar Schools 
s¢ =: 105 Primary Schools 
cs 6¢ 29 Special and Evening Schools, 
6 ‘¢ School Committee Roonis . 


Total for Janitors . 


FuEL, Gas, AND WATER. 


12,200 tons of coal at $5.50 (including 
weighing) . 

22) cords of wood (including splitting and 
housing) , 

Gas . : : : 

Weateral: 7fx ‘ ; ,: 


SUPPLIES AND INCIDENTALS. 


Reference-books 

Exchange of books 

Books for supplementary reading 

Annual festival : 

Globes, maps, and charts . 

Musical expenses : 
Instruments, repairs, and covers : 

Printing, and stock used for same, includ- 
ing reports of School Committee meetings, 

Philosophical, chemical, and mathematical 
apparatus and supplies . 

School census : 

Stationery, drawing materials, and recor d 
books 


Text-books 


Amount carried forward, 


D7 


$37,200 00 
900 00 
2,120 00 
21,000 00 


$61,220 00 


$13,500 00 
51,300 00 
42,600 00 
5,400 00 
2,200 OO 


$115,000 00 


$67,100 00 


2,600 OO 
7,000 00 
9,800 00 


$82,500 00 


$43,000 00 
4,000 00 
2.500 00 
1,000 00 
2,400 00 
7,500 00 


2,100 00 
1,400 00 


14,000 00 


ee ee 


$77,900 00 
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Amount brought forward, $77,900 00 
Slates, diplomas, racks, pencils, erasers, etc., 3,200 00 
Advertising. : ; : ; 400 00 
Military drill: 

Arms, repairs, etc. ‘ 700 00 
Removing ashes from school- Hotes Ave 

snow from school yards . : ; 3 2,500 00 
Janitors’ and other supplies é ; : 4,600 00 
Supplies for Mannal Training. 3,500 00 
Materials for kindergartens, “including aval 

service . ; 2,000 00 


Cost of work for delivering supplies includ- 
ing salaries, expenses of teaming, repairs, 


repairing apparatus, etc. : 6,400 00 
Car and ferry tickets, Horace Mann School, 

refunded by State . 1,900 00 
Specimens for study of ‘Natural History 

(vote of School Board) . 2,000 00 


Miscellaneous, including sewing , materials, 
teaming, extra labor, horse and carriage 
expenses, postage, car and ferry tickets, 
receiving coal, extra clerk-hire, and sundry 
items. ; , : ; : ; 2,800 00 


Total for supplies and incidentals oe!) $107,900400 


ScoooLt—Houses, REPAIRS, ETC. 
Carpentry. lumber, and hardware : ; $36,000 O00 


New furniture and repairs of old : : 36,000 00 
Masonry, drains, and stock : f p 33,000 00 
Heating apparatus. : : : 35,000 00 
Painting and glazing F 4 : : 30,000 00 
Plumbing and ¢ gas- fitting ; : : : 20,000 OO 
Plastering, whitening, ak tinting ~~. : 15,000 00 
Gutters, Conductors): ate roofing : : 14,000 00 
Rents and taxes . : : ; . 12,000 00 
Salaries. ‘ : : : ¢ ; 8,000 00 
_Black-boards . i F 4,500 00 
Watering streets ands care ai ics : ‘ 4,500 00 
eeaack and wire-screens ; : : 6,000 00 
Auxiliary fire-alarm rental : : ds Tht. 4,000 00 
‘Teaming . 1,800 00 
Board and shoeing of two hor ses, repairs of 
carriage, and harness : : : : 1,200 00 


$261,000 00 
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ScHooLt—HovwseEs, SPECIAL APPROPRIATION. 


Ventilating-apparatus for school-houses, in 
compliance with the laws of the State 

Applying Johnson-valve service 

For better egress, and fire-escapes from 
school- buildings 

For changing furniture in old Agassiz school- 
house from grammar to primary, and per- 
fecting heating-apparatus between the old 
and new building ; 

For introducing new sanitaries and heating- 
apparatus into the Hillside school, and 
making such changes as are necessary to 
accommodate a mixed primary grade of 
scholars 


RECAPITULATION. 


Salaries of instructors 
Salaries of officers 

Salaries of janitors 

Fuel, gas, and water 
Supplies and incidentals 
School-houses, repairs, etc. 


Total ordinary expenses: . 


> extraordinary re- 


“ Special saad Samer 
pairs ; 


INCOME. 


Non-residents, State and city 
Trust funds, and other sources 


00 
00 


$30,000 
59,000 
25,000 00 


1,700 00 


4,500 00 


$66,200 O00 


$1,462,700 00 
61,220 00 


107,900 00 
261,000 00 


$2,090,320 00 


$66,200 00 


$16,000 00 
26,000 00 


en 


$42,000 00 


The amount granted the School Committee for the financial 
year 1892-93 was $2,000, 000, a reduction from the estimates 


presented of $48,407. 


This reduction was largely met by neglecting to make the 
usual and necessary repairs on some of our school buildings. 
On account of this neglect more work must be done the 
coming year, if the health and comfort of our pupils are to 


be properly protected. 
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The Board of Health sent a large number of notices the 
past year, calling attention to the sanitary condition of many 
of our school buildings, which should have received attention, 
but, owing to a lack of funds, the work was necessarily 
omitted. 

With an increase of two or three per cent. in pupils each 
year, with the large number of new school-houses lately ac- 
quired requiring much additional expense for heating and 
janitor service, with the proper extension of the study of 
manual training in our schools, and the demands of the citi- 
zens for additional Kindergartens in sections of the city 
where they do not exist, we can offer some of the reasons 
why, in the opinion of this committee, it will be impossible 
to continue our schools on their present basis, maintaining 
the salaries now paid our instructors, on an appropriation 
only equal to that granted for the financial year 1892-93. 

The sum requested under the head of “ Special Appropri- 
ation” is self-explanatory: “To comply with the laws of 
the State, and to furnish better egress and fire-escapes for 
school buildings.” 

The amount asked for the coming year, $2,090,320 ordi- 
nary, and $66,200 special, is, in the opinion of the commit- 
tee having charge of the preparation of these estimates, 
needed, and should be granted. 


For the Committee on Accuunts, 
BenyaMIn B. WHITTEMORE, 
Chairman. 
For the Committee on Supplies, 


RUSSELIND: JERGIOTR: 
Chairman. 


In ScHooL CommiITTEE, Boston, Dec. 27, 1892. 
Approved: Yeas, 19; nays, none. 
A true copy. 


Attest : 
PuHIneEAs BATES, 


Secretary. 
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SINKING FUNDS DEPARTMENT. 


City Hatz, Dec. 24, 1892. 


Hon. NatHan Matruews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: At a meeting of the Board of Commissioners of 
Sinking Fund it was 


Voted, To submit the following estimate of the needs of 
this department for the next financial year : 


For salaries. ; ; : : : TiS 2 LOOL00 
Printing, stationery, and incidental expenses. 400 00 
$2,500 00 


Respectfully submitted, 


A. Davis WELD, 
Chairman. 


STREET DEPARTMENT. 


Boston, Dec. 23, 1892. 


Hon. NatHan MatTTHeEws, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: In accordance with your request, I herewith submit 
to you the estimates for the current expenditures of the 
Street Department for the year 1893-1894. As the circular 
which you sent to me expressly stipulates that the aggregate 
of the estimates must not exceed the umount appropriated 
for the department in 1892-1893, I have not deemed it ad- 
visable to go into the details as to how this estimate was 
made up, especially as the printed estimates of the Street 
Department for the year 1892-1893 aggregate more money 
than was obtained from the city government. I have as- 
sumed that the amount of money appropriated last year for 
the Harvard Bridge Commissioners should be available this 
year for the use ot the Street Department, as this bridge is 
now under the charge of this department. The total ex- 
penses for the department are therefore set at $2,208,000. 
This amount should be divided among the several divisions 
as follows: 
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Central Office . é : : ; : $20,000 00 


Paving Division , ; 4 820,000 00 
Pavine Division, Street Watering / : 100,000 00 
Sewer Division . s : : ; : 350,000 00 


Sanitary Division. : , ‘ : 470,000 00 
Street-Cleaning Division . y y ; 300,000 00 
Bridge Dr LAES : ; ’ ; 135,000 00 
Cambridge- Bridges rion : : : 13,000 00 


Total Hea aeeek Nis lil’ |) Ate chs ewes. $2,908 00s 


While I bave made an estimate for the same amount of 
money that was obtained last year, I desire to call your at- 
tention to a few practical points in connection with this 
appropriation. 

The expenditure for the Central Office cannot be reduced. 

The Bridge Division exceeded its appropriation this year 
by the sum of $4,000. This was owing to the fact that it 
wis necessary almost entirely to rebuild the Essex-street 
bridge; and as it was impossible to get any money trans- 
ferred from special appropriations to ‘this object, we were 
obliged to take it out of the maintenance appropriation. 
During the coming year, the Bridge Division cannot, in my 
judgment, be run for less than $135, 000, owing to the fact 
that L-street bridge has just been completed, and will require 
the services of new draw-tenders and engineers. 

The amount for the Cambridge-bridges Division has been 
increased over the sum appropriated last year by the 
amount of $4,000, owing to the fact that Harvard bridge 
must now be mafntained out of this appropriation. 

The Paving-Division appropriation I have set at $820,000. 
The new law concerning edgestones and sidewalks does not 
materially help out the Paving Division, owing to the fact 
that a large percentage of the money expended is for mate- 
rials, and the force that I am able to transfer to this work is 
limited. I also desire to call your attention to the fact that 
the laying of edgestones and sidewalks involves a large 
amount of work which comes directly out of the maintenance 
appropriation. The great majority of streets on which 
edgestones and sidewalks will be laid are streets which are 
below grade. The laying of the edgestones and sidewalks, 
therefore, necessitates a certain amount of construction, and 
also the laying of paved gutters. The value of this work 
frequently amounts to as much as, or more than, the value 
of the edgestones and sidewalks. The Paving Division this 
year was run under an expenditure of $850,000, and there 
will be a certain balance of this money at the end of the 
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year. When it is considered, however, that loans aggre- 
gating in amount nearly $1,000,000 were available during 
the last year, on which a considerable force could be em- 
ployed, it will be evident that it will either be necessary to 
get a similar amount of loans the coming year, or else 
largely to decrease the force of laborers employed in the 
division. 

The Sanitary Division will exceed its appropriation by the 
sum of $20,000 this year. The number of loads of material 
has increased 8 per cent., and a corresponding increase next 
year may be expected. I would also like to call your atten- 
tion to the fact that contracts recently advertised for the 
removal of house offal in East Boston and Brighton have 
been awarded at prices largely in excess of those obtained 
for the last three years. It will therefore be impracticable 
to run the division for the coming year on a less amouut than 
$470,000, the amount I have above stated. 

The appropriation for the Sewer Division during the last 
year was $350,000. By referring to my printed estimates 
which I submitted last year (a copy of which I herewith in- 
close), it will be found that I estimated the maintenance of this 
division ata much larger sum. The division will have ex- 
ceeded its appropriation this year by the amount of $25,000, 
and cannot be run during the coming year on a less amount 
than $350,000. I desire to call your attention to the fact 
that the expenditures on maintaining the Improved Sewerage 
System alone foot up to $90,000, and that during the last 
year the department has been at the additional expense of 
pumping the sewage of Newton and Brookline. The 
$23,000 revenue obtained for the city does not go to help 
out our appropriation, so that the expense of running the 
Improved Sewerage System for the next year will be in ad- 
vance of what I have above stated. 

IT also desire to call your attention to certain absolutely 
necessary repairs to be made on machinery at the pumping- 
station. At the first of last year, I succeeded in getting 
this amount put into the loan. It was, however, vetoed 
by you on the ground that it was a current expense, and 
should be provided for in the annual appropriations. Last 
year, however, when the annual appropriations were made, 
no allowance was made by you for these repairs, with the 
result that some of the machinery at the pumping-station is 
now in very bad condition, and it is imperative to renew it. 

The new law concerning the building of sewers will have no 
bearing on a reduction of the running expenses of the Sewer 
Division. In fact, this new law will tend largely to increase 
the running expenses, for the reason that the construction 
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of streets and the laying of edgestones and sidewalks ne- 
cessitate the construction of catch-basins and connections 
leading to the sewers. These catch-basins and connections 
can neither be charged to the cost of edgestones and side- 
walk work, nor can they be charged to the cost of sewers ; and 
the only way to obtain money to build them is to take it out 
of the regular maintenance appropriation of the division. 

The estimate for the Street-Cleaning Division and the es- 
timate for Street Watering are the same as the amount that 
was available last year; viz., $800,000 and $100,000 re- 
spectively. 

I would respectfully call it to your attention that while I 
have submitted, in accordance with your instructions, an 
estimate aggregating in amount the sum obtained by the de- 
partment last year, if there is any increase in the amount of 
money which the city can appropriate during the coming 
year over and above the amount appropriated last year, the 
Street Department, being one of the most important of the 
city departments, should obtain a large proportion of this 
increase ; and I trust that in your approval of the appropria- 
tion order this year, the above facts will have due considera- 
tion. 

Respectfully submitted, 


H. H. Carter, 
Superintendent of Streets. 


ESTIMATED INCOME. 


I herewith submit for your consideration an estimate of 
the income of the Street Department for the coming fiscal 
year : 


PavinG DIvIsIon. 


Rents . : : 4 ‘ : $500 00 
Sale of manure. ; : : ; : 150 00 
Sale of old materials. 100 00 
Amount to be derived from repairs made to 

streets where said repairs have been made 

in an improper manner. : : 4,000 00 


Total : : : ; : : $4,750 00 
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SEWER DIVISION. 
Amount paid by State of Massachusetts for 


pumping Sewage 
Entrance fees 


Total 


SANITARY DIVISION. 


Sale of offal . 

Sale of ashes 

Sale of manure 
Scow privileges 
Sale of tin cuns 
Removal of ashes . 
Sale of old materials 


Total 


STREET-CLEANING DIVISION. 
Removal of gravel deposited on streets by the 
West End Street Railway Sarena, and 
various corporations . 
Bripe@e Division. 


Sale of old material 
Income from cable-houses loc iatetlve on bridges _ ; 


Total 


CAMBRIDGE—BRIDGES DIVISION. 


Rent of cable-houses 
Sale of old materials 


Total 


SUMMARY. 
Paving Division 
‘Sia, | s e . 
Sewer Division 
Sanitary Division 
Street-Cleaning Division 
Bridge Division ; 
Cambridge-Bridges Division 


Total : 2 “ 
Respectfully submitted, 
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$23,000 00 
3,000 00 


$26,000 00 


$21,000 00 
3,900 O00 
1,000 00 

900 00 
600 O00 


$32,500 00 


$7,500 00 


$500 00 
300 OO 


$800 00 


$100 00 
D900 00 


$600 00 


$4,750 00 
26,000 OO 
32,500 00 


600 OO 


$72,150 00 


H. H. Carrer, 
Supt. of Streets. 
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STREETS, LAYING-OUT DEPARTMENT. 


OFFICE BoarD OF STREET COMMISSIONERS, 
Boston, Dec. 27, 1892. 


Hon. Natuan MartrrHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: In reply to your Circular No. 81, dated Dec. 14, 
1892, asking for estimates for the coming fiscal year, the 
Board of Street Commissioners respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing estimate for the Streets Laying-Out Department, for 
the financial year 1893-94 : 


For payment of unsettled claims under orders 
already passed for various street widenings 
and extensions . 3 : ; Re ta 
For salaries . : ; ; $11,500 00 
Additional clerk-hire . ‘ le OOOF 00 
12,500 00 


For incidental expenses, including advertising, 

service of notices, carriage-hire for Commis- 

sloners, messenger service, postage, station- 

ery, expenses of office, ete. 2,500 00 
For care and expenses of sale of the public 

lands in charge of the Department. 2,500 00 
For new widenings and extensions of streets 

during the coming year. : - 90,000 00 


$83,237 70 


Respectfully, 


JOHN P. Dore, 
Chairman Board of Street Commissioners. 


SURVEYING DEPARTMENT. 


Boston, Dec. 23, 1892. 


Hon. Nataan Marruews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: I herewith submit my annual estimates for the com- 
ing fiscal year, which are as follows, viz. : 


ANNUAL ESTIMATES. 67 


Salaries : : ; ‘ ; ; . $41,100 00 
Supplies. : : : 3,900 00 


Total : : : . $45,000 00 


The total expenditure of the office in the nine- 
month appropriation of 1891 was as per 
statement rendered . : : : 1)'19$295205.'98 


or at an annual rate for the twelve months of, $38,941 42 
There was charged to the Street Department 
for special work : : : 1,525 25 


(cd = RAS eee eA Uber es YC ECM, 


The total expenditure of the office in the year 
1892 was as per statement rendered . PhO nos 
There was charged to the Street Department 


for special work , ' 2,074 06 
Ot a ‘ ‘ : : 4 $37,031 89 


This falling off from $40,486.67 in 1891, to $37,031.89 in 
1892, was gained by cutting down the force in the winter 
months, to the great detriment of part of the usual winter 
work, which should consist of establishing new and conven- 
ient benches, and lines and points of check, for the next 
ensuing year’s work, as well as checking and verifying all 
existing monuments and benches. 

Besides this work which is now inconveniently in arrears, 
and which falls this year with double force on the oflice, the 
expenditure in 1892 was further held back, notwithstanding 
the growth of the work of the department, by suspending 
the usual and promised annual increase in pay of the depart- 
ment employees. 

The custom of the department has been to take on young 
men graduates from the High or technical schools of Boston, 
at the rate of $1.00 per day, with the understanding that an 
annual increase of 25 cts. per day for the second year, and 
so on, shall be maintained until their services as surveyors 
entitle them to the usual pay of the same. 

The failure to comply with this agreement in 1892 was 
necessitated by the cut-down in the annual appropriation, 
and a continuance of this policy will doubtless lead to great 
inconvenience and the loss of valuable men in the depart- 
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ment, that cannot be spared, in consequence of the preceding 
draft by the Board of Survey. 

I regret, therefore, that I cannot comply with the request 
of your Circular No. 81, of Dec. 14, 1892, to not overrun 
last year’s appropriation for the department. 

The department must be kept fully occupied during the 
winter months, on most necessary back work, and _ its 
efficiency can thus be brought forward into the spring, with- 
out impairment, greatly to “the advantage of this and other 
dependant departments, and the annual increase of pay 
overdue last year established this ensuing year at an 
estimated cost of $45,000 00 


of which ' 3 ; : , . $41,100 00 
are for salaries of department, including 
special work, and : ? 3,900 00 


estimate for supplies for the fiscal year of 
1893, 


Total y p : ; ’ ; . $45,000 00 


I call your attention to the fact that Mr. Davis, my pre- 
decessor in office, asked for an appropriation of $45,000 for 
1892. 

Respectfully submitted, 
PrmrRE HuMBERT, JR., 


City Surveyor. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


Boston, Dec. 17, 1892. 
Hon. NatHan MATTHEWS, JR.. 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: The estimated amount which will be required to 
meet the expenses of the Treasury Department for the 
financial year 1893-94 is as follows: 


Salaries. : : i : $34,000 00 
Expenses of paymasters : ; ; 3,200 00 
Printing, stationery, postage, ete. ; 900 00 
Examination of accounts by order of City 

Council : : 150 00 
Advertising proposals for loans . 1,000 00 


$39,250 00 


ANNUAL ESTIMATES. 69 


ESTIMATED INCOME. 


There will probably be received for interest 
on bank deposits during the year. ' $40,000 00 


The amount asked for is the same as appropriated for 
1892-93. 
Yours respectfully, 


ALFRED T. TURNER, 
City Treasurer. 


WATER WORKS. 


Boston WaTER Suppty, Boston, Dec. 23, 1892. 


Hon. NatHan MatTrHews, Jr., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: We hereby submit our estimates for the maintenance 
expenses of the Water Supply Department for the next 
financial year. We respectfully regret that we are obliged 
to submit estimates slightly in excess of those allowed us 
last year for the reason that we cannot possibly get along 
with less and do the work which should be done. 

The estimates which we herewith submit are almost iden- 
tical in the aggregate with those submitted by us a year ago 
which were reduced by the lump sum of fifty thousand dol- 
lars ($50,000). 

We have been able to live within the appropriation thus 
reduced for the reason that practically no work of relaying 
main pipe has been done during the year, although we had 
put the item required for relaying at thirty thousand dollars 
($30,000). 

During the coming year it will be absolutely necessary to 
relay a considerable amount of main-pipe in the city 
proper. 

Moreover we did not build the building at the Albany- 
street yard for which twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) 
was included in our estimates. 

We have gone carefully over the other figures, and are 
confident that the necessities of the department will require 
no less than the amounts we ask for. 

The department is growing rapidly, and we have a con- 
stantly increasing territory to be looked after in the way of 
hydrants, service-pipe repairing, etc. 
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In considering the separate items the following special 
cases, where greater expenses must be incurred, should be 
borne in mind. 

(1.) The acquisition of the Jamaica Pond Aqueduct prop- 
erty will require expenditures in the way of relaying, changes 
of service pipes, etc., in the new territory, which must be 
charged to maintenance account. 

(2.)* The maintenance of the new high-service engine at 
Chestnut Hill Pumping Station will increase the expenses 
there materially. 

(3.) A new stable must be built at West Roxbury. This 
isimperative. Also the asphalt flooring of the Albany-street 
stable must be renewed. 

(4.) A large amount of main-pipe relaying can not be 
postponed any longer. 

We respectfully urge that we may be allowed the entire 
amount of the appropriation asked for, with the assurance 
that any expenditures not absolutely necessary will be 
avoided by us. 

We have not included in our estimates for the Mystic de- 
partment the cost of a new engine, boilers, etc., but we call 
attention to the fact that if the Mystic is to be retained as a 
source of supply, we should at once be authorized to con- 
tract for the same, as the present engines are old and are 
being taxed to their full capacity. 


Very respectfully, 
Boston WatTER Boarp, 


By RosBertT GRANT, 
Chairman. 


WATER SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


OFFiCE OF THE Boston WatTER Boarpb, . 
Boston, Dec. 24, 1892. 


Hon. NarHan MatrHEws, JR., 
Mayor of the Crty of Boston: 


Sir: The estimate of this Board of the expenditures of 
this department for maintenance for the financial year com- 
mencing Feb. 1, 1893, and ending Jan. 31, 1894, is as 
follows : 


ANNUAL ESTIMATES. 


CocHITUATE DEPARTMENT. 


EHastern Division. 


Service-pipe, repairing . 

Main-pipe, repairing 

Main-pipe, relaying 

Streets, repairing . 

Hydrants, repairing 

Stop-cocks, repairing 

Tools and repairing 

Hydrants and gate boxes, re- 
pairing. 

High-service, Chestnut Hill . 

Hich- -service, West Roxbury, 

High- service, East Boston 

Albany- street as and eee 

Stables 

Fountains 

Reservoirs, East aad South 
Boston and Parker Hill 

Salaries 

Waste detection 

New meters . : 

Care and maintenance of 
meters 


Building at Jamaica Plain 


$23,000 00 


15,000 00 


$263,500 O00 


3,000 00 


Western Division. 


Western Division . 
Basins. : 

Sudbury aqueduct 
Cochituate 

Lake Cochituate 
Chestnut Hill reservoir . 
Chestnut Hill driveway 
Brookline reservoir 
Fisher Hill reservoir 


Biological department 
Inspection 
Filtration 


Amounts carried forward, 


$14,000 00 
12,000 00 
5,000 00 
3,900 00 
4,500 00 
18,000 00 


10,000 00 


2,000 00 
2,000 00 


$5,000 00 
8,000 00 
6,000 00 


$19,000 00 


71 


$266,500 00 


71,000 00 


$337,500 00 
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Amounts brought forward, $19,000 00 
Surveys : : 7,000 00 
Damages by flowage, ete. : 5,000 00 


Water Board, Office, etc. 


Salaries two commissioners, 
clerks, special agents, en- 


gineers, and messenger eS bee iiey (078) 
Printing and stationery . : 650 00 
Telephones . : ; 1,500 00 
Taxes . : ; : ; 1,400 00 
Damages : 3,900 00 


Contingencies, travelling ex- 
penses, advertising, “post 
age, analyses of water, etc., 4,000 00 


Mystic DEPARTMENT. 


Superintendent's Department. 


Main pipe, laying, iepataeus 


and repairing . : $7,000 00 
Pumping-station . : : 25,500 00 
Lake . : : : : 8,000 00 
Reservoir. : : : 5,500 00 
Conduit : : 2,500 00 
Hydrants and gates, repair 

ino: ; 4,500 00 
Mystic sewerage works ‘ 22,000 00 
Letting on and shutting off 

service. 3,500 00 
Service-pipe, laying and re- 

pairing. : 5 : 4,000 00 
Telephones . : : : 400 00 
Fountains. ' a ‘ 1,200 00 
Repair-shop . : : 2,000 00 
Stables : : ‘ 4,000 00 
Tools and repairing ; : 700. 00 
Streets, repairing 4 : 1,000 00 
Brorechion of water-sources . 7,000 00 


Amount carried forward, $98,800 00 


$337,500 00 


31,000 00 


29,550 00 


$398,050 00 


ANNUAL ESTIMATES. 73 


Amount brought forward, $98,800 00 
Filtration experiments . ; 2,500 00 
Salaries B : 4 ‘ 6,800 00 
————- $108,100: 00 
Care and maintenance’ of 


meters . . , : $4,000 00 
New meters . : : ; 38,000 00 
Waste detection . ; ' 7,000 00 
. 14,000 00 
Water Board, etc. 
Salaries one commissioner, 
one clerk, and engineers. $7,300 00 
Contingencies, damages, trav- 
elling expenses, advertising, 
analyses of water, etc. : 2,500 O00 
————— 9,800 00 


$131,900 00 


Respectfully submitted, 
Boston WATER Boarp, 


By Ropert GRANT, 
Chairman. 


WATER INCOME DEPARTMENT. 


Boston, Dec. 23, 1892. 


Hon. Natuan MattTHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: The estimated receipts and expenditures of this 
department for the fiscal year beginning Feb. 1, 1893, are 
as follows : 


CocHITUATE WoRrKS. 


Income from sale of water : : ~ $1,565,000 00 
Income from all other sources. [ ‘ 35,000 00 


$1,600,000 00 
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Hapenditures. 
Salaries $38,100 00 
Labor 9,000 00 
Travelling 1,800 00 
Printing and stationery 1,400 00 
Miscellaneous 200 00 
Telephone 120 00 


Mystic Works. 


Income from sale of water 
Income from all other sources 


$50,620 00 


$416,000 00 
2,000 00 


eee 


$418,000 00 


Hapenditures. 

Salaries $11,400 00 
Printing and stationery 650 00 
‘Travelling 350 00 
Miscellaneous 110 00 
Telephone 90 00 
Real estate valuations (correcting fizures) . 80 00 

$12,680 00 


Respectfully submitted, 


C. EF. DoneErty, 
Water Registrar. 


CITY OF BOSTON. 


AUDITING DEPARTMENT, Dec 2451892. 


Hon. Natuan MaAtTrHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: The amount that will be required to pay the ex- 


penses of the various courts, medical examiners, and other 
officers of the county, care and repair of the county property, 
the amounts allowed by statute, and expenses ordered by the 
Board of Aldermen, I estimate at $525,000. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JamMES H. Dopece, 
Auditor of the County of Suffolk. 
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CITY OF BOSTON. 


AUDITING DEPARTMENT, Dec. 24, 1892. 


Hon. Natuan MarrHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: I estimate the amounts necessary to meet the interest 
on the debt of the city and county as follows: 


City Debt : “ : . $1,550,000 00 


County Debt . : - ‘ 121,000 00 
Cochituate Water Debt . , 831,748 00 
Mystic Water Debt . . ; 16,327 50 


Respectfully submitted, 
JamMES H. DopcGe, 
City Auditor. 


COUNTY OF SUFFOLK. 


OFFICE OF Supt. OF PuBLIc BUILDINGS, 
Boston, Dec. 24, 1892. 


Hon. NatHan Matruews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: I respectfully submit my estimates of the amounts 
required for the care and maintenance of the county build- 
ings for the coming financial vear : 


For repairs, care, cleaning, supplies, fuel, gas, 

water, and electric lights for court-house, 

Probate building, and seven district courts, $34,000 00 
Rents and taxes . : : : : : 3,000 00 


$37,000 00 


Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES C. TUCKER, 
Supt. Public Buildings. 
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BOSTONIA 
CONDITA AD. 


A REPORT 


OF THE 


RECORD COMMISSIONERS. 


The Twenty-third Report of the Record Commissioners 
continues the Proceedings of the Boston Selectmen from 
January, 1769, to April 19, 1775. During this period, the 
entries refer almost exclusively to the same matter as in 
more peaceful times, only one or two paragraphs dealing 
with the presence of British troops. For expressions of the 
feeling of the citizens, reference must be made to the record 
of the Town Meetings, printed in our eighteenth report. 


The Record Commissioners’ Department has been consoli- 
dated with the Registry Department during the past year, 
but provision has been made for the completion of the 
publication of the Town records. A volume of Marriages 
between 1700 and 1800 is in press, under the supervision 
of William S. Appleton, Esq., and other volumes will be 
printed as fast as possible. 


Wituram H. WuHiItmore, 
City Registrar. 
Ciry Hau, February 22, 1893. 


SELECTMEN’S MINUTHS. 


BOOK THIRTEENTH. 
[ Continued. | 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Jan’. 4. 1769 
Present Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Rowe Pemberton, . 
Inches. 

The following was sent the Assessors of the Town 


Gentlemen 3 

It is our Opinion that the following Persons Inhabitants of other 
Towns in this Province, cught to be taxed here, for the Real Es- 
tates they Occupy, and the business they do here, it being agreable 
to Law — Viz'.— 


James Russell Esq’. Elisha Doane Esq’. 
Ralph Inman Esq’s John Boreland Esq’. 
Joseph Palmer & Comp’. Jerathmiel Bowers Esq’. 


Seth Blodget 
We are Gentlemen 
Your humble servants 
JosHuA HensHAw _) 


_ 
Joseru Jackson | = 5 
JoHN Ruppock t 2S 
JOHN Hancock (5 
JoHN Rowe | of 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON) J 

To 
The Assessors of the Town 


of Boston 
Boston December 28. 1768. 


[169.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen Jan’, 11. 
1769 — Present Henshaw Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, 
Rowe, 

Complaint having been made to the Selectmen by Mess: Ballard 
Lewis & others, that the Chimnies of a House on Ship Street is 
insufficient & dangerous the following Warrant was given — 


Mess"™. Elijah Hews & John Brown 
Complaint being made to us that the Chimnies of a House in 
Ship Street occupied by Persons unknown and owned by William: 
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Page are insufficient and dangerous we desire and impower you to 
survey the same and Report to us your Judgment concerning 
them — 


JOSEPH JACKSON 
JoHn Ruppock 

JoHN HANcocK | 
JOHN ROWE 

SAMUEL PEMBERTON J 


JOSHUA HENSHAW 


Selectmen of 
Boston 


Boston January 11, 1769 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Jan’. 15. 1769 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Ruddock, 
Rowe 

Passed upon George Hardwick’s Province Acco*®. amounting to 
£2.16 / —.as p. Copy on file — 

Voted, That the Select Men Consent that Capt. Paddock & the 
other officers of the Artillery Company should Erect a Gun House 
upon the Towns Land near the Common for the Accommodation of 
said Company, the Expence of which not to Exceed Sixty six 
pounds thirteen shillings & four pence, & the Select Men Engage 
to use their Influence with the ‘Town that said officers shall have a 
Lease of said Land for a suitable Term of years, but if the Town 
will not give the Lease, the Select Men in their Capacity agree to 
Give them a Draft on the Town Treasurer for the Expence of said 
Building. 


[170.] Boston Ss: Ata meeting of the Selectmen Jan’. 16. 
1769 — Present Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, 
Pemberton, Inches. 

M’. Farmer Keeper of the Alms house was directed to receive 
into said House on the Province Account one Mary Murray a 
Stranger & not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province nor 
having wherewithall to support herself — 

Coll’. Jackson appointed to procure what Scales & Weights for 
the Market are necessary 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Jan’. 18. 1769 
Present Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, 

Pemberton, 

Voted that M'. Love be directed to see one Barret carried to 
Charlestown, as also one Diver to the place he belongs to — 
Voted, that M’. Treasurer Jeffries be permitted to discount with 

Gideon Gardner out of his Rent for the Neck twenty Pounds law- 
ful Money for a new Building added to the Bull Pasture House 
provided he has or does immediately discharge the remaining part 
of his debt, former Vote of limitation not withstanding. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Jan’. 19, 1769 
Present Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Rowe. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Jan’. 21. 1769 
Present Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches. 


SELECTMEN’S Minutes, 1769. 3 


South Watch complain of ill treatment received from Officers on 
Thursday Night — 


[1'71.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Jan’. 23°. 
1769. Present Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Rowe, 
Pemberton, Inches. 

Voted, that a Warr‘. be issued for a Town Meeting on Fryday 
next at 3. O Clock P.M. 

Voted, that Mess”. Fleets or Edes & Gill have the printing of 
the same — 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen Jan’. 25. 1769 
Present Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Rowe Pemberton, 
Inches 

Passed upon Henry Stanbridges Province Account amounting to 
£1. 5. 4 — lawful Money — 

Cap'. Sharp of Engine N. 2. presented Daniel Man Warren as a 
suitable Person for his Comp’. in the room of Samuel Brown dec‘. 
who was accepted accordingly 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Jan’. 27. 1769 
Present Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Rowe Pemberton, Inches 

M’. Edward Hollyday proposed Isaac Winslow Esq’. together 
with John Winslow, as bondsman for the discharge of his trust as 
a Collector of Taxes 

Voted, that they be accepted, and that the Clerk be directed to 
sive a Certificate to Mr. Hollyday when the Bonds are executed — 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Jan’. 30. 1769 
Present Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, 

One Zerviah Smith a Widow last from Marblehead formerly of 
Cape May in the Jerseys, being near laying in & not having where- 
withall to support herself, was sent to the Almshouse on the Prov- 
ince Acco’. by Coll®. Henshaw & Jackson — 


[1'72.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen Jan’. 31. 
1769 Present Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Rowe, 
Pemberton, Inches. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Feb’. 1. 1769 
Present Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Rowe Inches 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/7 p. 
Bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood which is computed as follows — 
Viz. — 


A 4°, Loaf Brown Bread 3 Wheat 4 Rye Meal must weigh 2 — 8 — 
a 4°. Ditto not above $ Indian Meal — - - 3-7- 
Bisket of a Copper piece - - - - 4—12 


Cap. Sharp of Engine N. 2. appeared & claim’d for his Comp’. 
the Premium allowed by the Town of 13/74 for bringing their 
Engine to play first at the Fire which lately broke out at a House 
near the Old North late the Estate of Mr. Blowers — 
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Voted, that the same be drawn for next Draft Day — 
drawn for 

Cap‘. Read of Engine N. 5. applys by M'. Shubal Hews for the 
Premium of 13/4 for bringing their Engine to play first at the 
Fire which broke out at the Jayl last Monday Night 

Voted, that a draft be made for the same next Draft Day— 

(drawn for) 

Passed upon M’. Willistons Account of Supplys for going down 
to Deer Island on the Province service amounting to £5 .5.7-* 

Voted, that Capt. Ruddock be empowered to Agree with one or 
more Men to keep Boats on Boston Side of Winnnesimit Ferry on 
the best terms they can. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Feb’. 3. 1769 
Present Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Rowe, Pemberton, 
Inches. 

The Selectmen considered the matter of M*. Hollydays Sureties 
as offered in two Bonds, but nothing concluded — 


[173.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Feb’. 4. 
1769 Present Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Rowe, Pem- 
berton, Inches 

The Selectmen having received M"*. Hollydays Bonds Ordered 
the Town Clerk to deliver a Certificate accordingly 

Voted, that the Chairman, M’. Pemberton, & M*. Inches be a 
Committee to draw up an address to the Governor respecting 
the misrepresentations that has been made them respecting this 
Town & Province 

Voted, that The Town Clerk have a draft for the £34 — allowed 
by the Town at the last March Meeting — 

Voted, that Gideon Gardner have a draft for £20 — on the 
Town Treasurer granted him Jan’. 18 — for a Wooden Building 
added to the Bull Pasture House (drawn for) 

The Committee appointed to survey M*. Pages Chimnies Re- 
ported, that the[y] found them in such a situation as renders 
them dangerous to the Occupier and Traveller & unsafe for the 
Neighbours — 

The Copy of said Warrent for the Survey is as follows 


Boston Jan’. 11. 1769 
M’. Elijah Hews & M"*. John Brown 
Complaint being made to us that the Chimnies of a House in 
Ship Street occupied by Persons unknown & owned by William 
Page are insufficient and dangerous We desire & impower you 
to survey the same, and Report to us your Judgment concerning 
them — 
JosHuA HrENsHAW  ) 
JOSEPH JACKSON | 
Joun Ruppock 
Joun Hancock f 
Joun Rowe 
Sam: PEMBERTON 


Selectmen of 
Boston 


SELECTMEN'’S MinuTEs, 1769. 5 


[174.] In consequence of the Return made on the foregoing 
Warrant, it was Voted, that the following Letter or Order be sent 
M". Page ° 

Boston Feb’. 4. 1769 
M’*. William Page 

Upon Complaint being made by a number of the Inhabitants 
of the Town of defects in the Chimnies of the House owned by 
yourself We issued our Warrant for a Survey, a Copy of the Re- 
turn of said Warrant you have above — Agreeable to the direction 
of the Law in that Case made and provided we hereby Warn you 
not to make any Fire or suffer any to be made in said Chimnies, 
till the defects are cured either by amending repairing or Re- 
building said Chimnies, as you would avoid the penalty of said 
Law — 

By Order of the Selectmen 
Witiiam Cooper Town Clerk 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Feb’. 8. 1769 
Present Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Rowe, 
Pemberton, Inches 

Cap'. Curtis of Engine N. 8—presented John Fenno as an 
Engine Man for his Company in the room of Thomas Hinckley 
removed — who was accepted accordingly 

M*. Paul Farmer was directed the 31°. of January last to 
receive into the Alms house on the Province Acco'. one Mary 
Murry & her Child, being Strangers & unable to help themselves 

M". Paul Farmer was directed the 12. of December 1768 to 
receive into the Alms house on the Province Acco’. one John 
Dwyer a Distracted Person, not an Inhabitant of any Town in 
this Province & being unable to help himself 

Both sign’d by Hancock & 
Pemberton 

[175.] M*. Hancock & M'. Pemberton a Committee to go to 
the Alms house to enquire relative to D'. Whitworth & D*. Gard- 
ners Accounts — 

M’. Hancock, Coll’. Jackson & M*. Rowe a Committee to regu- 
late some abuses in the Market — 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Feb’. 10. 1769 
Present — Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Rowe, Inches 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Feb’. 13. 1769 
Present Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Rowe, Pember- 
ton, — 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Feb’. 15. 1769 
Present Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Rowe, 
Pemberton, Inches 

memo. Reced of M'. John Winslow Twelve pounds in part of 
Interest due in M". Brokers Affairs p*. the same to Jos. Henshaw 
Esq’. — & gave M’. Jn° Winslow a Rec*. for the same 

The Selectmen received twenty Pounds Interest Money before 
the above 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Feb’. 16. 1769, 
A.M. Present Henshaw, Ruddock, Hancock, Rowe, Pemberton 
Inches 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Feb’. 16. 1769. 
P.M. Present Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Rowe 
Pemberton, Inches. 

Voted unanimously. that the following Address be presented his 
Excellency Francis Bernard Esq’. 


May it please. your Excellency 

At a Time when artful & mischievous Men have so far pre- 
vaild as to foment & spread divisions in the British [176.] 
Empire: When mutual confidence which had so long subsisted 
with mutual advantage between the Subjects in Britain & America 
is in a great measure broken: When Means are at length found 
even to excite the resentment of the Mother State against the 
Colonies: & they are publicly chargd with being in a state of 
disobedience to Law, and ready to resist the constitutional author- 
ity of the Nation; The Selectmen of this Metropolis cannot be 
the unconcerned or silent spectators of the Calamaties, which in 
consequence thereof have already fallen upon its inhabitants. — 
To behold this Town surrounded with Ships of War; and military 
Troops even in a time of peace; quarterd in its very Bowels: 
Exercising a Discipline with all the severity which is used in a 
Garrison, and in a state of actual War, is truly alarming to a free 
People. And what still hightens the misfortune is, that our 
gracious Sovereign & his Ministers have formed such an Idea of 
the present state of the Town, as to induce a necessity of this 
naval and military force, for the aid of the civil Magistrate in the 
preservation of its peace & good order 

Your Excellency can witness for the Town that no such aid is 
necessary: Loyalty to the Sovereign; and an inflexible Zeal for 
the support of his Majestys Authority and the happy Constitution 
is its Just character: And we may appeal to the impartial World, 
that Peace and order were better maintained in the Town, before 
it was ever rumoured that his Majestys Troops were to be quarterd 
among us, then they have been since. Such a Measure then we 
are persuaded would never have been ordered by the Wisdom of 
the British Administration, had not the necessity of it been drawn 
from the Representations of some of his Majestys Servants in this 
Province — Your Excellency will allow us to express our Opinion ; 
and the behavior of some of its Individual Inhabitants have been 
greatly misapprehended by his Majestys Ministers. We therefore 
in duty to the Town we have the honor to serve, respectfully wait 
on your Excell’. and pray that you would be pleased to com- 
municate to us such Representations of facts only, as you Judged 
proper to make since the commencement of the last Year. And 
as there is a prevailing Report that Depositions are & have been 
taken ex parte to the prejudice of the Town & particular persons, 
may we not assure ourselves, that your Excell’. will in Justice 
cause to be laid before us such other Representations as may have 
come to your knowledge, that the ‘Town knowing clearly & pre- 
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cisely what has been charged against it, may have an opportunity 
of vindicating it self. — 


[17'7%.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Feb’. 17. 
1769 Present Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Rowe 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Feb 20. 1769 
Present Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Rowe, 
Pemberton, 

The Chairman Coll°. Henshaw, laid before the Selectmen the 
following Reply made by the Governor to the Address of the 
Selectmen, which he received from him on Saturday Evening — 


Gentlemen 

The Propriety of your Addressing me upon publick Business I 
shall not now dispute; but in my Answer I shall confine myself 
to such Parts of your Address as relate to you as the Selectmen 
or to the Town as a Body — 

I have no Reason to think that the public Transactions of this 
Town have been misapprehended by his Majesty or his Ministers, 
or that their Opinions thereon are founded upon any other 
Accounts, than those published by the Town itself — 

If therefore you can vindicate your selves from such Charges as 
may arise from your own Publications, you will in my Opinion have 
nothing further to apprehend — 

Fra. BERNARD 
Province House 
Feb’. 18. 1769 


Coll®. Henshaw, Cap*. Ruddock, & M*. Hancock, be a Comm*. 


to consider what is proper to be done for the Vindication of the 
Town from the Aspersions cast upon it — 


[End of Book 13. ] 


BOOK FOURTEEN. 


[1.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 224. 
1769. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Rowe, 
Pemberton, Inches. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 22, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches. 

Voted, unanimously that the following Address be presented his 
Excellency Governor Bernard. 


May it please your Excellency 

The Selectmen of the Town of Boston, beg leave once more, to 
wait on your Excellency, hoping you will excuse this further 
trouble, as it is upon a matter of the greatest importance to the 
Town. 

In your Answer to our late humble Request your Excellency was 
pleased to say, that you have no Reason to think that the publick 
Transactions of this Town have been misapprehended by his 
Majesty or his Ministers; or that their Opinions thereon are 
founded upon any other Accounts than those published by the 
Town itself. ‘* And that if we can vindicate ourselves from such 
Charges as may arise from our own Publications, we shall in your 
Opinion have nothing further to apprehend.” 

As the Town has published nothing but its own transactions in 
Town Meeting legally assembled, it gives us the greatest Pleasure 
to find your Excellency in your reply to us, thus vindicating it 
from any Just cause of apprehension from the General Character 
of its Inhabitants, considered as Individuals; If therefore the 
Town has suffered on Account of the Disorders which happened 
on the 18’ March or the 10' of June last, by Persons unknown, 
(the only Disorders that have taken place in this Town within the 
Year past) we take your Excellencys Declaration to us, to be a 
full Testimony, that in your Opinion, it must be in consequence 
of some partial or false Representations of those Disorders to his 
Majestys Ministers. And we rejoice to find your Excellencys 
Sentiments as expressed in your Reply, so far harmonizing with 
those of his [2.] Majestys Council not long published. We have 
in this Case the most authentick Evidence that can possibly be 
had, the Joint Testimony of the Governor and Council of the 
Province, that the Town has not been in a State of Opposition to 
Order and Government, and such as required a Military Force to 
support civil Authority. 

With Regard to the public Transactions of the Town, when 
legally assembled, from which alone in your Excellencys declared 
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Opinion, the Town could have any thing to apprehend; we beg 
leave to say, that after the most careful retrospect, and the best 
inquiry we could make into the nature and Import of those Trans- 
actions, we are utterly at a loss in what view they can appear to 
have militated with any Law, or the British Constitution of Gov- 
ernment. And we entreat your Excellency would condescend, to 
point out to us, in what particular respect they either have been, 
or may be view’d in such a Light, that either the Town may be 
made sensible of the illegality of its proceedings, or, that upon 
the most critical Examination its Innocence may appear in a still 
clearer Light. 

Your Excellencys high Station in the Province; and the regard 
you have professed for the Interest of the Town, we humbly 
apprehend, must give Propriety to this as well as our former 
Address. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 24, 1769. 
A.M. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches. 

The Selectmen received from the Governor by the Chairman 
Coll®. Henshaw, the following reply to the foregoing address. 


Gentlemen 

As In my answer to your former Address, I confined myself to 
you as Selectmen and the Town as a Body, I did not mean to 
refer to the disorder on the 18'. of March or of the 10°. of June, 
but to the transactions in the Town Meetings & the proceedings 
of the Selectmen in consequence thereof 

Fra. BERNARD. 
Feb’. 24. 1769. 


[3.] Voted, that the foregoing Address and the Reply be 
published in the News Papers. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb”. 25, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 27, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat 6/ p. Bushel 
and that 6". p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their Charges 
Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows Viz' 


lb oz dr 
A 4*, Loaf Brown Bread ? Wheat 4 Rye meal, must 
weigh 2- 8 
A 4%, Ditto not above $ Indian meal d°. 3- 7- 
Bisket of a Copper price : 4-12 


A Walk & Visitation of the Town was Agreed upon at the 
last meeting, to be on this Day at 9. O Clock in the Morning, if 
not fair Weather then on the Tuesday following being the 28' 
Day of February Inst. to meet at the Selectmens Chamber on the 
Evening of said Day 5. O’Clock. (the particulars on file) 
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Passed upon Samuel Hartleys Province Account amounting to 
£. 15-5-4, as p. Copy of his Account on file. 

M'. Hancock & Coll®. Jackson a Committee to make enquiry 
into the Abilitys of M*. Procters Lad, for discharging the duty of 
an Usher. 

The aforegoing Vote is reconsidered and M'. Tileston is to be 
notifyed by M*. Williston to attend the Selectmen at their Cham- 
ber next Wednesday. 

Cap‘. Sutton of Engine N°. 7, apply’d to the Selectmen for the 
premium of 13/ 4, allowed by the Town for bringing their Engine 
to play first upon the Fire which broke out at M’. Billings House 
in School Street. 

Voted, that he have a draft for the same next draft Day. 


[4.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 1, 
1769. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Inches, 
Pemberton. 

Coll’. Henshaw M’. Hancock & Pemberton a Committee to 
visit the South Writing School. 

Cap’: Ruddock a Committee to procure Law Books. 

[see April 19. a Person sent to Almshouse }. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 6. 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Inches, Pem- 
berton. 

Passed upon m*. Paul Farmers Province Accounts amounting to 
£. 343-6-10- & £ 25-12-21 as p. Copy of Account on file. 

Warrant to be issued fora Town Meeting, Monday 13! Ins‘. 

Voted, that Edes & Gill have the Printing of the Notifications 

Coll’. Henshaw & M". Inches a Committee to wait on M’. 
Bourn to desire him to open the ensuing Town Meeting with 
Prayer. 

M*. Samuel Adams a late Collector of Taxes having produced 
The Province, Town, & County Treasurers Receipts in full for the 
sums committed the years 1762 & 1763 & for the Street Tax for 
1761 — whereupon — 

Voted, that he have a draft on the Town Treasurer for the 
Premium due to him for Collecting the same 


Premitim‘of. 1761. Street (ax - «7=(-0- -peteis =< £ 33—-13-3 
1762 Whole Tax ----+--+-+---=-- 146-— 2-9 
17605 Se el ew =) eee 92-14 
272—1 = 


Mr’. Hancock 2 Committee to examine the Granry Accounts. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen March 11. 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Inches. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen March 13, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches. 


SELECTMEN’S MINUTES, 1769. 11 
b 


[5.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, March 15,1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches, Mason. 

Daniel Whitney of Dorchester, has agreed for the Land on the 
West side of the Neck with the Small House and Barn, all which 
is exclusive of the large House & Garden, and the Shops & Land 
let to M*. Enoch Brown, for which he is to pay at the rate of £. 30 
p- Annum Rent, the Rent to commence the 25 Inst. M*. Brown 
to lease the House &*. for 6—13-4. [see June 7, 1769. | 

Mem’. John Spurr of Dorchester last from Malden his Wife & 
6 Children came to Deer Island in May last, there names to be re- 
turned to M*. Love. 

[Granger sent to Almshouse, see June 21. 

Cap’ Ruddock, M*. Pemberton & Coll’. Jackson a Committee to 
examine into the Title of the Common. 

Passed upon D’. Miles Whitworths Province Account amount- 
ing to £. 16- 11/— as p. Accot on file. 

Coll’. Jackson a Committee to consult a Lawyer relative to M™. 
Whitneys negro, & Report to the Selectmen. 

[ Assizes given to New(?) Clerk the same as last. ] 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen March 224, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw. Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Let M’. John Grant have £. 66— 13- 4 lawful money being part 
of M*™. Brookers Bequest to poor Widows, for which he has given 
Bond with a Suretie. 

Coll°. Henshaw appointed to let the Shop on Bull Pasture. 

Maj’. Cunningham apply’d to the Selectmen for the favor of 
Faneuil Hall to exercise the Artillery men—for some Time be- 
fore their appearance, which was granted him accordingly. 

Passed upon D*. Joseph Gardners Province Acco’. amounting 
to £.124— 7- 44. as p. Copy on file. 

Let M*. John Fullerton have £.40- Lawful Money part of M”™. 
Brookers Legacy to poor Widows, for which he has given Bond 
with sureties. 


[6.] Boston Ss: Ata meeting of the Selectmen, March 27, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Voted, that M’*. Robert Love have £.20 Lawful money for 
warning Strangers to depart the Town the last Six months, ending 
the last of February. ; 

The Selectmen having considered the several Petitions for a 
Schoolmaster, to supply the place of M*. Abiah Holbrook Master 
of the Writing School in the Common deceased which matter was 
referred over to them by the Town —they came to a written 
Vote when it appeared that M". Samuel Holbrook had the major- 
ity of the Votes for being Schoolmaster. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 29, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, 
Mason. 
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Coll®. Jackson haying engaged to pay the differencies of the 
Rent of the Shop, which was improved by his Son, and desiring to 
Hire the Same in the room of his said Son for One year. 

Voted that he have the same for One year at the Rate of Thir- 
teen Pounds six Shillings & 8. p. Annum. 

M’. Hancock & Inches appointed a Committee for Repairing 
King Street. 

Voted, that Thomas Rix be & hereby is appointed one of the 
Town House Watch. 

Coll’. Jackson & Ml’. Hancock appointed a Committee to en- 
quire into M". Emmons’s Affair. 

Cap‘. Sharp of Engine No. — apply’d for the Premium allowed 
by the Town for bringing his Engine to work first at the Fire 
which broke out at Hutchinsons Wharft. 

Voted, that he have a draft for 13/4 next Draft Day. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 5, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Pemberton, Mason. 

[%.] M*. Thomas Webb apply’d for leave to Open a Drain 
from his Cellar. 

Voted, that Coll®. Henshaw be desired to treat with Doctor Davis 
for such Stones and Gravel as may be wanted for Repairing the Neck. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 12, 1769. 

Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat 5/ p. Bushel 

and that 6°. p. Bushel is allowed to the Bakers for their Charges 

Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows, Viz'. 
Ib. 


OZ. dr. 
A 4°, Loaf of Brown Bread 3 Wheat } Rye 
meal must weigh 2— 12—-— 4 
a 47, Ditto not above 1 Indian meal, d°.— 3- 12- 
Bisket of a Copper price - - - - 5- 10 


Voted, that M’. Onesip*®. Tileston, have Sixty Pounds, Lawful 
Money, out of M*. Brookers Donation, for which the Town Clerk 
is to take his Bond, with his Son Thomas as security. 

Passed upon M'. William Grays Province Account amounting to 
£15 — 6— 4- as p. Copy on file. 

Coll. Jackson appointed to settle with Mr. John Winslow rela- 
tive to M’. Brookers Donation. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, April 15, 1769. 
Present Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Voted, that the Assize be altered from the rate of April 12. 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 5/6 p. 
Bushel & that 6°. p. Bushel is allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows, 
Wiz 


Ib Oz dr. 
A 4°. Loaf of Brown Bread 3 Wheat 1 Rye meal 
must weigh 2- 11 
a 4%, not above 2 Indian Meal a°. oo ye ae Be 


a Bisket of a Copper DICE l=" =<) ete 5- 1 
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[8.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 18, 
1769. Present, Hancock, Jackson, Inches, Mason. 

Cap’. Alexander Coffin of the Briggandine Industry arrived 
from London Reports that he left London the 14 of March and 
upon the 3°. Day of April one of his Men named Caleb Stralen( ?) 
broke out with the Small Pox and deceased the 11'. whom the[y | 
threw over board with his Bed and Bedding, & that there remain 
one of his men liable to have the Distemper, therefore — 

Voted, that the said Brigg™® be ordered to Rainsfords Island 
under the care of Samuel Hartley, there to remain untill our fur- 
ther Order, and that the following Letter be sent him by Cap': 
Coftin. 


M'. Samuel Hartley 
This will be handed you by Cap‘. Coffin cf the Brigg™* Industry 

from London, who has had the Small Pox on board, you are 
therefore directed to inspect said Vessel; take the Things from 
between Decks on Shore, and let them be thoroughly ai’d, and 
cleanse the Vessel as effectually as possible, and when she is 
sufficiently cleansed make Report to us, the Vessel not be suffered 
to come up to Town untill you have our orders, there is one 
Person on board liable to the Distemper him you are to take on 
Shore and keep him there till you hear from us. 

JOSEPH JACKSON 

JoHn Hancock 

H. Incues 

JONATHAN Mason 

Selectmen of Boston 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, April 19, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches, Mason. 

M’. Hancock apply’d to the Select men in behalf of the Mer- 
chants, for the use of Faneuil Hall on Fryday next. 

[9.] The following Petition has been received by the Select 
men for laying a Common Shore. 


To the Gentlemen Selectmen of the Town of Boston. 
Gentlemen | 

We the Petitioners labor under great difficulties by reason of 
the Spring Tides and back Water running into our Cellars, beg 
leave to open a common Shore leading from Holyoke Street, and 
to be continued through Elliot Street or Lane across the Main 
Street, called Orange Street, into the Sea. In granting our re- 
quest you will greatly oblige 

Your Petitioners 


WILi1AM CUNNINGHAM JEREMIAH STIMSON 
SAMUEL SEARL JOHN BRYANT 
ABIJAH CRANE WILLIAM LOWDER 
BENJAMIN VEAZIE SAMUEL HEALEY 
JOHN CRANE JOSEPH LOVERING 
Mary GEAR Ropert FAIRSERVICE 


GEORGE LUSH WILLIAM ETHERIDGE 
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The above Petition having been considered, Voted, that the 
same be accepted, and the Petitionors are hereby permitted to lay 
a Common Shore, as pray’d for, they observing the legal and cus- 
tomary steps respecting breaking Ground &* 

M". Ruddock is desired to order necessary Repairs to the North 
Lattin School. 

Jane Willson & Child, & Nicholas Press & Wife, now in the 
Almshouse are desirous of having passage procured for them to 
Philadelphia. 

M'. Farmer was directed the 1t. of March last to receive into the 
Alimshouse on the Province Account one Mary Davison a Stranger 
& not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province nor having 
wherewithall to support herself —the Selectmen M’. Hancock & 
Inches, who sign’d the order and Mr. Whitwell, Overseer. 


[10.] Coll. Jackson & Coll°. Henshaw a Committee to take a 
view of the North Battery, in order to give directions respecting 
the Erection of a Building. 

Voted, that Four Dollars be paid to. each of the widows here- 
after mentioned, w*. money arises from Interest of Monies left by 
the late M". Brookers for that purpose. Viz‘. To 


M's. Morse M™. Adams 

M*™. Bodman M*™. Sampson 

M*. Colman M*™. Larkin 

Ms. Bradley M*. Missick 

M*. White M"™. Barnes 

M*. Winkell M™. Lee 

M*. Turner M". Botherill 

M*™. Peak M*®. Oliver 

M*. Philipa Leblond Prudence Delaplace 


Coll. Jackson & Coll. Henshaw appointed a Committee to order 
Repairs to the North Writing School. 

The Select men having received a Warrant from the Hon’. 
Thomas Hutchinson Esq. Judge of Probate for the County of 
Suffolk to examine into the Circumstances & state of mind of Abi- 
gail Peirce; they made the following Return upon the Warrant. 


Boston, April 19, 1769. 
Pursuant to the within the Warrant we have conversed with 
Abigail Peirce, and also examined into her circumstances and are 
of Opinion that from loss of Memory she is rendered incapable of 
-taking care of her own affairs. 
JosHuA HrnsHaw 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON 
HENDERSON INCHES 
JONATHAN Mason 
Selectmen of Boston 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen April 21, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Hancock, Mason, Pemberton, | 
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[11.] M’. Hartley Keeper of the Hospital on Rainsford Island, 
Reports, that he had thoroughly cleansed & smoked the Briggan- 
dine Industry, and taken the Things between Decks on shore, 
and that in his Opinion, she may be permitted to come up to Town 
without endangering the health of the Inhabitants. 


Voted that the following Letter be sent M*. Hartley, together 
with a certificate for the Governor. 


Boston April 21, 1769. 
Mr’. Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that the Briggandine Industry, Capt. 
Coffin from London with the Small Pox, has been sufliciently 
smoked and cleansed. Our Orders are that you permit her to 
come up to Town, upon the peoples having a fresh shift of Clothes, 
and your retaining every Article liable to convey Infection, for a 
further airing. 
By Order of the Select men 
WiLiiaAM Coorer Town Clerk. 


May it please your Excellency 
The Briggandine Industry Cap*. Alexander Coffin from Lon- 
don which was stopt at Rainsfords Island on Account of the Small 
Pox having been sufficiently smoked and cleansed we are of Opin- 
ion said Vessel may be permitted to come up to Town without en- 
dangering the health of the Inhabitants, if your Excellency thinks 
proper. 
We are your Excellencys 
most Obedient Humble Servants 
JosHua HensHaw 
Jonn Hancock 
JONATHAN Mason 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON 
Selectmen of Boston. 
Boston April 21, 1769. 
His Excellency Francis Bernard Esq. 


|12.] Boston Ss: Ata meeting of the Selectmen, April 24, 
1769. Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 
Passed upon sundry Accounts. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, April 26, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, - Inches, 
Mason. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at —/ p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel is allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows — 
Viz‘. 

A 4*, Loaf of Brown Bread 3 Wheat } Rye meal ™ % 

must weigh 

A 44. Ditto not above 4 Indian meal 

Bisket of a Copper price —_———. 


d°. —_—— 


(not fixed) 
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Coll®. Henshaw & M7’. Inches a Committee to view the Green 
Engine, and Report their Opinion concerning her. 

Joseph Kettle haying Petitioned for leave to Erect a Bake 
house. M'’. Mason & Inches a Comm". to view the Ground 
& Report. 

The above Committee having view’d the Premises, Report that 
it is in their Opinion a proper place for erecting a Bake House 


The following is a Copy of a petition of Joseph Kettle and the 
Return made thereon. 


To the Hon". His Majestys Justices of the Peace, and the 
Gentlemen, Selectmen of the Town of Boston. 

The Petition of Joseph Kettle of Boston, Baker, Humbly Shews 

That he has agreed for the purchase of a House in Back Street 
near unto the Mill Pond, which he proposes to improve as a Bake- 
house, and although the Neighbors are consenting that your Peti- 
tioner should improve the said House as a Bake house he cannot 
do it by Law without the approbation and consent [15.] Of your 
Honors and you Gentlemen— He therefore, Prays that you 
would be pleased to grant him License to improve said House as a 
Bake house — 

And as in duty bound &c. 
JOSEPH KETTLE. 


We the Subscribers do hereby signify our approbation of the 
within Petition, and consent to the granting the same 


Boston, April 25,1769. WILLIAM STODDARD 
FosteER HuTrcHINson 
JoHN Ruppock JoHN HILb 


EpMunD QUINCY 
BELCHER Noyes 
JoHN TUDOR 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON 
JOHN AVERY 

Justices of the Peace of the Town of Boston 


We the Subscribers do hereby signify our approbation of the 
within Petition and consent to the granting the same. 
JosHuA HENSHAW 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
Joun Hancock 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON 
HeNDERSON INCHES 
JONATHAN Mason 
: Select men of Boston 
Boston April 26’ 1769 


Coll’. Jackson, John Ruddock Esq. M*. Pemberton & m’. 
Inches a Committee to consult a Lawyer and attend the Sessions 
in the Affair of William Dix. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, May 1,1769. Pres: 
ent, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 
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The Town having received a Precept for the calling [14.] A 
Town Meeting for the choice of Representatives. 

Voted, that the ensuing Town Meeting be on Fryday 9 O’Clock 
A.M. and that the Town Clerk issue a Warrant accordingly. 

Coll?. Jackson & M". Hancock, a Committee to wait upon the 
Rev’. M'. Lothrop to open the Town Meeting with Prayer. 

Voted, that Mess®. Thomas & John Fleet have the printing of 
the Notification. 

At the last Meeting, Coll. Jackson, John Ruddock Esq. Mr’. 
Pemberton and MT’. Inches were appointed a Committee to con- 
sult a Lawyer & attend the Sessions in the affair of William Dix. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 3%, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches, Mason. 

John Lewis informs the Select men that Thomas Stafford (sic) 
of Stow, Sarah Safford his Wife, Thomas Safford & Sarah Safford 
their Children are come to live in a House belonging to the Town 
of Boston 

Martha Branch & Elizabeth Hill appeared, and pray’d leave to 
go from the Almshouse, which was granted them. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen May 5, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches, Mason. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 10, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Ruddock, Inches, Mason. 

Liberty is granted D*". Noyes to open his Drain next the Mar- 
ket, he making good the Ground & Pavement, to the satisfaction 
of the Select men. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 15, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Ordered, that the assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 5/1 p. bushel 
and that 64. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their Charges 
[15.] Pains and Livelihood which is computed as follows, Viz'. 


Ib - oz - dr 
A 4° Loaf Brown Bread 3 Wheat Rye meal must 
weigh 2-11 
a 4° Ditto, not above 4 Indian Meal d° eae 
Bisket of a Copper price- - ----------+---- 5-8 


Lydia Bishop White (sic) a Young Woman of 16 Years of Age 
brought from Hallifax in the Romney and turned on Shore before 
the Ship sayled —applys for assistance to return to her Parents 
in that place. 

Coll. Henshaw a Committee to wait upon Commodore Hood 
relative to the above & other Women. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 17, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Mason. 
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Capt. Franklyne of Engine N°. 9. apply’d to the Select men for 
the Premium allowed by the ‘Town for bringing their Engine to 
play first. at the Fire which broke out at the Hospital House at 
the bottom of the Common — 

Voted, that he have a Draft for 13/4 next Draft Day. 

Benjamin Peirce apply’d to the Select men for liberty to break 
Ground near his House in Long Lane in order to clear the Drain 
which enters into the Common Shore. 

Voted, that Liberty be accordingly granted, provided the Ground 
& Pavement is made good & restored to the satisfaction of the 
Selectmen. 

M’*. Pemberton & M*. Mason appointed a Committee to ex- 
amine D'. Gardners Province Accounts. 

Notification &c. to be issued for Town Meeting May 22 p. order 
of the Town. 

{ Margaret Galloway sent to Almhouse see June 21. ] 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen May 19, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Ruddock, Pemberton, 
Inches, Mason. 


[16.] Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen May 224. 
1769. 

Present, Henshaw. Hancock, Pemberton, Mason. 

Passed upon Richard Hirons (or Hixon’s) Province Account 
amounting to £.4— 14/ Lawful Money as by Copy of Accot. on 
file. 

Passed upon John Rowes Province Account amounting as by 
Copy on file to £. 10 — 5 — 6 — reconsidered — 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 24, 1769. 
Present, Ruddock. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 29, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Mason. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 5/ p. 
Bush. and that 6. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows — Viz'. 


lb - oz -dr 
A. 4° Loaf of Brown Bread # Wheat 4 Rye meal must 
weigh 2-11- 
a 4° Ditto not above $ Indian, must weigh 3-12- 
Bisket of a Copper price - -------+:--:-7 2+: 5-8 


Passed upon D". Joseph Gardners Province Account amounting 
to £.174- 18-4- 

M'. Mason & Pemberton a Committee to send a number of 
poor Persons to the Provinces they belong to — 

Maj’. Cunningham apply’d to the Selectmen for the use of the 
Hall on Artillery Election Day which was granted accordingly. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen June 7, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Inches, Mason. 
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Voted, that a Draft be made in the Draft for May of £ 2-0-13- 
in favor of Isaac Cummins Constable of Ware, for carrying Polly 
Barber from Ware to Deerfield. 


[17.] M*. Enoch Brown & M*. Daniel Whitney now agree to 
take the Houses & Land on the West side of the Neck at the 
rate of £36 — p. annum — Rent to commence the 26 March last, 
& the Town Clerk is directed to draw out Lease & Bond. 

Voted, that the Town Clerk have a draft as the 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen June 10, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton. 

Upon Information given that the Small Pox had broke out in 
the Regimental Hospital at the bottom of the Common, the Select- 
men proceeded to said Hospital, but upon enquiry could get no 
satisfaction as to the truth of the Information; upon which the 
Selectmen waited upon General Mackey, to acquaint him, with a 
Law of the Province relative to concealing Infectious Distempers ; 
when he assured the Selectmen that he would make enquiry and 
acquaint them immediately with the result. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen June 12, 1769. 
Present,-Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton. 

In the Morning of Yesterday General Mackay, sent an Officer 
to the Selectmen to acquaint them that upon enquiry he had learnt 
that one of his men, a Private, had the Small Pox broke out upon 
him at the Regimental Hospital; upon which the Selectmen 
waited upon the General again, to let him know, that agreeable to 
Law, the Infected Person must be removed to the Province Hos- 
pital at the West End of the Town, to which he readily consented, 
and he was accordingly removed, about three O’Clock, P.M. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 13’ 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches. 

Voted, that the assessors be desired to take an Acco‘. of the 
Houses &c. improved by the Kings Troops. 


[18.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, June 21, 
1769. Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

M". Paul Farmer was directed on the 18 of May last to receive 
into the Almshouse to be supported at the Province Charge 
one Margaret Galloway, a Stranger & not an Inhabitant of any 
Town in this Province, nor having wherewithall to support herself. 
the Order was signed by two of the Selectmen viz’. John Ruddock 
& Samuel Pemberton Esq.— & William Greenleaff an Overseer. 

Mr’. Paul Farmer was directed the 17 of March last to receive 
into the Almshouse one —— Grainger Son of Margaret 
Grainger order signed by John Ruddock & Samuel Pemberton 
Esq. Selectmen & William Greenleaff, Overseer, to be supported 
on tbe Province Charge, he being a Stranger and not an Inhabitant 
of any Town in this Province, nor having wherewithall to support 
himself, 
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M'. Paul Farmer was directed by two of the Selectmen — viz’. 
John Ruddock Esq. & M'. Jonathan Mason & William Greenleaf 
Overseer, to receive into the Almshouse on the Province Charge 
one James Bayley a Stranger and not an Inhabitant of any Town 
in this Province, nor having wherewithall to support himself. 

M'. Thomas Cunningham living near D*. Mountforts gives in- 
formation to the Selectmen, that one Joseph Hading who came to 
his House on Satturday last, from a Vessel which then arrived here 
from Philadelphia is suspected of having the Small Pox broke out 
upon bin. 

D". Warren was in consequence of the above information sent 
to the said Cunninghams house to examine into the same, who 
having done it, makes Report that the Person has got the Small 
Pox. 

Whereupon the Sedan was sent to carry him to the Hospital at 
New Boston. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 26, 1769. 
Present Henshaw, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

[19.] Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 
4/11°. p. Bushel and that 6%. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers 
for their Charges, Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as 
follows, Viz'. 


A 4°. Loaf of Brown Bread 2 Wheat 4 Rye meal 

must weigh —— 
a 4°. Ditto not above $ Indian must weigh ——. 
Bisket of a Copper price See te 


lb. oz. dr. 


Passed upon John Rowe Esq. his Province Account amounting 
to £. 10 —5 -6 - asp. Copy of the same on file —see May 
o28. 

[mem®. returned again from Council. | 


Voted, that the Select men will employ but one Printer for the 
year ensuing. 

Voted, that Lambert & Kilby have a draft on the Town Treas- 
urer for Forty Pounds on account of work done at the Battery. 
(drawn | — 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 27. 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Mason. 

A Number of Gentlemen signers to a late Petition for a Town 
Meeting attended to know the reason why one had not been called. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 28, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, 
Mason. 

Yesterday information was given by D'. Warren that one Fos- 
ter living in Summer Street had the Small Pox broke upon her, 
and agreeable to our immediate Orders she was in the Afternoon 
of said Day removed to the Hospital at New Boston together 
with three Children who lived with her. 
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M*. Edward Hollyday one of the Collectors of Taxes for 1767. 
having produced to the Selectmen the Town County & Province 
Treasurers Rececits in full for the Sums committed to him to Col- 
lect for that year; Voted that he have a Draft for his Premium 
agreeable to y° Vote of the ‘Town, & that his Bonds be delivered 
him up 


[20.] Coll®. Jackson & M*. Pemberton a Committee of Repairs, 
for the School in Queen Street. 

[mem°. M". Joseph Ward had the Charge of the South Working 
School given him the 28. of January last, and he left it the 10“ of 
April. 

it fe Selectmen haying considered the Petition of a number of 
Inhabitants for calling a Town Meeting, relative to a supposed 
application to the Governor for the continuance of a Regiment in 
this ‘Town. 

Voted, that a Warrant be issued fora Town Meeting on Tues- 
day the 4". of July, 4 O’Clock P M. 

M*. Joseph Putnam applys for the Premium allowed by the 
Town for bringing their Engine first at the 2 Fires, which broke 
out at the Fires at m™. Mavericks & another House on Wentworths 
Wharff occupied by one Simpson. 

Voted, that Mess". Fleets have the printing cf the Notifica- 
tions for the Town Meeting. 

Voted, that there be a visitation of the Free Schools in this 
Town on Wednesday the Fifth Day of July next and that the 
following Gentlemen be invited to accompany the Selectmen 
therein, and that they be notified to attend at the Selectmens 
Chamber at 8 O’Clock on the morning of said Day, in order to 
proceed on the Visitation. 


The Hon”. James Bowdoin The Rev*. M'. Samuel Check- 
Thomas Hubbard ley 
William Brattle Mr’. Samuel Mather 
Harrison Gray Dr. Mather Byles 
John Erving D*. Andrew Eliot 
Thomas Flucker D*". Samuel Cooper 
James Pitts M". Treat 
James Otis Esq’. M’. Penuel Bowen 
The Representatives of the M’. Simion Howard 
Town M". Lothrop 
The Overseers of the Poor, M’. John Walley 
The Rev‘. D*. Charles Chan- M’. Treasurer Jeffries 
cey William Sheaffe Esq. 
[21.] M*. Francis Johonnot M". John Adams 
M’. Caleb Blanchard John Rowe Esq. 
Mr’. Nathaniel Appleton Richard Dana Esq. 
M’. Robert Williams Coll. Marshall 
Cap’. Solomon Davis Maj’. Cunningham 
M’. James Ivers Cap‘. Waters 
Cap‘. Job Prince Edward Carns 
M". Samuel Procter _ Byfield Loyd Esq. 


M'. Samuel Swift ~ Mr". Mullineux 
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Isaac Smith Esq. Commodore Hood 

W™. Vassal Robert Jenkins Shopkeeper 
Ezekiel Goldthwait Esq. Nicholas Boylston Esq. 
General Mackay Deacon Storer 

John ‘Tingate Esq. Meletiah Bourn 


Governor Wentworth 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 4, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

M’. William Dickman living at New Boston, informed the se- 
lectmen that Elizabeth Lollier(?) has the Small Pox upon her at 
his House. knows not where she took it. 

Voted, that she be removed to the Hospital at New Boston. 

M*. Dickman appeared, and ask’d liberty to send a Nurse to the 
Hospital free of Charge to the Town. 

[ Mem. Petition to General Court, to impower M’. Peirpoint to 
Collect m™. Adams’s Taxes. 

Petition to d°. relative to Repairs of Hospital at N. Boston. ] 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 7, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Information was given the Selectmen, that M*. Joseph Tylers 
Wife, living at the Orange Tree, had the Small Pox broke out 
upon her, and as they could not be perswaded to consent to a 
removal to the Hospital, a Flagg was hung out as a signal of In- 
fection ; and Patrick Daily, who isto receive 3/4%. p. Day was ap- 
pointed a Guard for said House — and the following Orders were 
given him. 

greet Boston, July 7, 1769 
M". Patrick Daily 

The Small Pox being at M*. Joseph Tylers House, we hereby 
appoint you a Watch for said House, and our directions to you 
are, that you suffer no Person to go in or out of the said House 
except the Doctor, Such Provisions & Supplys as may be wanted 
for the Family you are to get to them as well as you can — 
You ‘must not leave the Watch till 11 O’Clock at Night nor fail 
attending again by Day break. We have ordered a Flag to be 
put out as a signal of Infection in said House, and we depend 
upon your behaving with great care and faithfulness in your 
Watch as the safety of the Inhabitants will much depend upon it, 
and on your so doing we shall allow you according to our agree- 
ment at the rate of Three Shillings & four Pence p. Day. 

By Order of the Select men 
Wixiiam Cooper Town Clerk 


Information was this Day given the Selectmen, that M". Edw‘. 
Crafts who lives near Liberty Tree, has his Wife and Daughter ill 
of the Small Pox, and as they do not consent to be removed, M’. 
Williston was directed to see that a Flag was hung out as a signal 
of Infection; and m’. Edward Baker was appointed a Guard for 
said House at three Shilling & four Pence p. Day. And Orders 
were given him of the same tenor with the above. 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 8, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Mason, Inches. 

Coll’. Henshaw & Jackson a Committee from the Selectmen 
having waited upon General Mackey on the Yesterday to inquire 
of him whether any one Person among the Troops had the Small 
Pox — The General this Day sent a Billet to the Select men im- 
porting, that he had the pleasure to acquaint them, that he has 
had the Surgeons of the different Regiments with him, who assure 
him, that they have not Man Woman or Child to their knowledge 
in the Small Pox, either in the Barracks or Hospital. 

[23.] The following Physicians, attended at the Selectmens 
Chamber by desire of the Selectmen, and acquainted them that 
they knew of no one who had the Small Pox in Town, or that they 
suspected had Symptoms of the Distemper. Viz. 

D"™. Cast, Story, Young, Danforth, Yorkas,(?) Bulfinch, Church, 
Warren, Rand, Llyd, Pecker, Jeffries. 

D™. Perkins, Dr. Gardner, Sprague, Nevens (?) Whitworth, 
Sprague. 

Coll’. Henshaw, & M’. Inches a Committee to direct the stopp- 
ing the Passages, by M*. Crafts House. 

Coll’. Jackson & M*. Pemberton a Committee to stop the Pas- 
sages near M'. Tylers House. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 9’, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mascn. 

Coll. Jackson, Pemberton, & Mason, a Committee to get a 
Fence erected for stopping the Passage Way, near M’. Joseph 
Tylers House. 


Boston Ss: At Meeting of the Selectmen, June 10, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 
[ Advertisem’. relative to Small Pox, see July 31’. | 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen July 12. Present 
Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

M’. (Elenor) Stokes’s, Wife at the Alms house M*. Whitwell 
Represents as a very troublesome Person — 

Sylvia Smith & Child, Province Poor at the Almshouse, wants 
to go to Philadelphia 

John Dwire a distracted Man in the Work House belonging to 
Portsmouth. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 15, 1769. 
Present, Jackson, Henshaw, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

The Selectmen having received information of the death of M*™. 
Tyler with the Small Pox. the following Orders were given M’. 
Williston 


Boston July 15, 1769 
M*. Thomas Williston 
Having received the melancholly [24.] Information that M"*. 
Joseph Tylers Wife died this Morning with the Small Pox — Our 
Orders are that you get the Corps into a Tarred Sheet & Coffin 
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as soon as may be, and that you bury the same this Night be- 
tween the Hours of 12 & 1. O'Clock. Let a Man go before the 
Corps at some distance to give notice to any one that may be pass- 
ing — those who carry the Corps or enter the House to receive the 
same must not fail shifting & cleansing themselves — the Guards 
must still be kept up at the House, and you must direct those 
within not to burn anything that is Infectious, and if M*. Tyler 
consents let the Bed, Bedding &c. used by M*®. Tyler be carried 
up to the Hospital at New Boston after the Funeral in order to 
be cleansed and air’d. you must assist M’. Tyler in procuring 
everything necessary for smoking and cleansing the House. We 
expect the utmost carefulness on your part, in complying with 
these directions. 
By Order of the Select men 
Wici1amM Cooper Town Clerk 


[ Advertisem'. relative to Small Pox July 31. 1769. ] 


Boston, Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 18 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Ruddock, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches, Mason. 


Boston, Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 21, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Information was given the Selectmen that M’. Jabez Searl 
living in Temple Street is ill with the Small Pox, whereupon the 
Sedan was sent to carry him to the Hospital at West Boston. 

Voted, that M’. Thomas Williston have an order on M'. Treas- 
urer Jeffries for ten Pounds lawful money for the purchasing 
Supplys for those Persons sick with the Small Pox in the Hospital 
at West Boston. 

M". Paul Farmer was directed by two of the Selectmen, Viz'. 
M*. Hancock & M*. Mason to receive into the Almshouse to be 
[25.] Supported there at the Province charge, she being a Stranger 
& not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province, nor having 
wherewith to support herself. 

Patrick Daily who was appointed a Guard at the House of M'. 
Joseph Tyler was dismissed the 20‘. of this Instant. 


Boston, Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, July 22% 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Information was given the Selectmen that a Child a Daughter 
of Abijah Lewis at West Boston is taken ill with the Small Pox, 
upon which the Sedan was immediately sent to carry her to the 
Hospital. 


Boston, Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 24. 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches, Mason. 

D'. Danforth informed the Selectmen that he declined taking 
any further care of those Persons sick with the Small Pox at the 
Hospital at West Boston, upon which the care of said Persons 
was committed to Dr. Myles Whitworth. 
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[Advertisem' relative to Small Pox see July 31*.] 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 26. 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches, Mason. 


Boston, Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen July 26. Present, 
Henshaw, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Information was given the Selectmen that a Negro Woman 
Servant to M™. William Wingfield, was taken with the Small Pox ; 
whereupon Orders were given that she should be removed to the 
Hospital at New Boston, the next morning Two O’Clock. 

[ Advertisemt relative to Small Pox July 31°. ] 


[26.] Boston, Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 28, 
1769. Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Mason. 

Information was given the Select men, that Cap’. Timothy 
Parker was taken ill with the Small Pox at the House of MT’. 
Townsend, in Queen Street, whereupon Orders were given for his 
being removed in the Sedan to the Hospital, between the Hours 
of Two & Three OClock in the morning. 


Boston, Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 29, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches. 

Voted, that the following Letter be sent the Governor, 


May it please your Excellency. 

Having found upon examination that the Small Pox prevails in 
Philadelphia, we think it our duty to acquaint your Excellency 
therewith and to desire that Orders may be given the Commanding 
Ofticer at Castle William to stop all Vessels that may arrive from 
that City for an examination — We are 

Your Excell’® 

Most Obed. 
Hum. Serv‘. 
JosHuA HrensHaw 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
Joun Ruppock 
Joun Hancock 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON 
HeENversoN INCHES 
JONATHAN Mason 
Select men of Boston 
Boston July 29, 1769. 
To His Excellency Sir Francis Bernard 


[2'7.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 31, 
1769. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, 
Mason. 

Passed upon several accounts. 

The following Advertisements have been published in the 
several News Papers. 
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Boston July 10, 1769. 

Reports having been propagated that some Soldiers & a number 
of other Persons have the Small Pox in this Town; the Public are 
hereby informed, That General Mackay has assured the Select- 
men, that upon enquiry, the Surgeons of the several Regiments, 
know of no Man, Woman or Child that has the Small Pox, either 
in the Barracks or Hospital, and that if any should be taken 
down notice shall be given them ;—the Physicians of the Town 
have also declared that they know not of any one Person, who 
has the Distemper or the Symptoms of it, excepting M". Tyler 
at the Orange Tree, M". Crafts at House near Liberty Tree, and 
a Soldier, Sailer, & two Women at the Province Hospital at New 
Boston; at which Places a Red Flag is hung out as a signal of 
the Small Pox, Guards placed, & the passages stopt to prevent 
a spread of the Infection —a strict inquiry will be continued, 
and immediate Notice given in all the Papers if any other Person 
should be visited with the Distemper —It is hoped that no one 
will conceal the Small Pox from the Selectmen, if it should 
break out in their Family, as in such case they would be prose- 
cuted to the rigor of the Law. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
Wixti1amM Cooper Town Clerk 


Boston July 17, 1769. 
The Public are hereby informed that no one Person has the 
Small Pox in Town, or the Symptoms of it, excepting those who 
are in the Hospital at New Boston, and at M*. Crafts House near 
Libertys all of whom are in a fair way of recovery. Guards are 
continued and Red Flags kept out at those Places, as also at the 
House from whence M*. Tyler has been buried, as signals of 
Infection. These [28.] will not be removed, nor the Fences 
which stop the Passage Ways taken down, untill the respective 
Houses are so thoroughly cleansed as to prevent any danger of 

Infection therefrom. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witit1am Cooper Town Clerk 


Boston July 24, 1769. 

The Selectmen hereby inform the Public, that no Person has 
the Small Pox in Town or the Symptoms of it, excepting those 
who are in the Hospital at New Boston & at M’. Crafts House 
near Liberty, Tree; all whom are in a fair way of recovery. On 
Fryday & Satturday last two Persons had the Eruption of the 
Small Pox, both living at the Westerly part of the Town; where- 
up they were both immediately removed to the Hospital there, 
Guards are continued, & red Flags kept out at the before men- 
tioned Places as signals of Infection. 


Boston July 27, 1769. 
The Selectmen hereby inform the Public, That no Person has 
the Small Pox in Town, or the Symptoms of it, excepting those 
who are in the Hospital at New Boston, & at M’. Crafts House 
near Liberty Tree; all of whom are in a fair way of recovery ; 


va 
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On Fryday & Satturday last two Persons had the Eruptions of 
the Small Pox, both living at the Westerly part of the Town; 
where upon they were both immediately removed to the Hospital ; 
there the Guards are continued, & Red Flags kept out at the 
beforementioned places as signals of Infection. 

The Report of a Child of M’. Deblois having the Small Pox is 
entirely without Foundation. The public may depend upon it 
that that Distemper is at no other place in Town but the Two 
mentioned in the above advertisement. 


; Boston, July 31, 1769. 
The Public are hereby informed, That no Person has the Small 
Pox in Town, excepting [29.] Those who are in the Hospital at 
New Boston, and at M". Crafts House near Liberty Tree; all of 
whom are in a fair way of recovery: On Thursday last a Negro 
Woman Servant to M'. Wingfield near Wings Lane, and on the 
Fryday following Cap’. Parker lately arrived from Philadelphia, 
had the Eruptions of the Small Pox and were both immediately 
removed to the Hospital; Red Flags are kept out, and Guards 
continued at the above mentioned Places for the safety of the 

Inhabitants. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
WitiraAmM Cooper, Town Clerk. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, August 2%. 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, 
Mason. 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 4/114. p. 
bushel, and that Six pence p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers 
for their Charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as 
follows, viz'. 


Ib. oz. dr. 
A 4°. Loaf of Brown Bread 2 Wheat 4 Rye meal must 
weigh 2- 11- 
a 4° Ditto not above 4 Indian Meal must weigh 3- 12- 
Bisket of a Copper price d- 9 


James Thompson, & — Phillebrown approbated as 
Retailers for their Distill House only. 

Voted, that M". Samuel Hartley have an order on M*. Treas- 
urer Jeffries for Eight Pounds (say £. 10), lawful money, the next 
Draft Day, for the purchasing Supplys for those Persons, who 
have been sent to the Hospital at Rainsfords Island, with the 
Small Pox, drawn for. 

William Sutton of Engine N°. 7. presented Nicholas Deering 
as a suitable Person for his Engine Company in the room of 
Thomas Bracket who has left the Town. 

Voted, that he be accepted accordingly. 

Gibbins Sharp of Engine N°. 2, presented Wallace Furber as 
an Engine man in his Comp’, in the room of Jethro Furber de- 
ceased. 

Voted, that he be accepted accordingly. 


28 City DocumMENT No. 42. 


[30.] Yesterday M". Edw*. Crafts, his Wife, Child, Maid, 
& Nurse & Apprentice were removed from their House at the 
South end, to Rainsfords Island, with their Bed Bedding &°*. by 
M'. Hartley, as were Joseph Hading a Sailor, Mrs. Foster, her 
two Children & a Nurse Child, all infected with the Small Pox. 

AI". Pemberton & Mason a Committee to remove Sylvia Smith 
& Child & John Dwire from the Almshouse out of the Province. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Aug’. 3% 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches, Mason. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Augt. 9, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches, Mason. 

Last Fryday a Grand Daughter of one Robinson taken 
with the Small Pox ata House the Head of Griffins Wharff and old 
M*. Robinshaw a French Woman near the Rope Walk at West 
Boston was taken with the same Distemper on the Satturday 
when they were both removed to the Hospital. 

M’. Jabez Searl who had the Small Pox at the Hospital died 
last Tuesdiy was Week, and Cap‘. Timothy Parker of the same 
Distemper died there on the yesterday morning & were both 
buried the Night following their decease. 

D*. Whitworth having Reported to M’. Mason one of the Select- 
men that M's. Lollier — 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, August 11. 1769. 
Present. 

Voted, that a Certificate of the usual tenor be sent his Honor 
the Lieut. Governor that the Sloop America Josiah Gorham 
Master from Philadelphia stopt at the Castle on account of the 
Small Pox, may be permitted to comeup to Town without en- 
dangering the health of the Inhabitants. 


[31.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Aug*. 
15, 1769. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Inches, Mason. 

M'. Hartley, having made Report that several Persons at 
Rainsfords Island, were now so well smoked & cleansed as to be 
fit to leave the Island D'. Whitworth was desired to go down to 
make proper inspection into this matter, and to Report the same 
to the Selectmen. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, August 16, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

The Selectmen passed upon the List of Persons Licensed the 
last year to sell Strong Drink, both as Innholders & Retailers 
within this Town and made Return thereon to the Court of Ses- 
sions the last month. And have also at several Meetings con- 
sidered the Petitions for Licenses for the Year ensuing, and the 
following Persons were approved & recommended by them — 
Viz 
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John Fisks - - - - 
Samuel Breeding - - 
Daniel Jones - - - 
Ebenezer Floyd- - - 


Miles Greenwood 
Edward Blanchard 
John Whitty- - 


Sarah Daws - - =; - 
Frances Look - =- - 
David M°Cloud- - = 
Mary Bradlee - - - 


Jonathan Williams- - 
Benjamin Rumley - 


Mary Hall - - 
William Dall- - - - 
Francis Salmon - 


[32.] Daniel Calf - 
Muntgear M*Cawell - 
Joseph Snelling- - - 
Samuel Webb - - - 
John Hood - - - = 
Rebecca Badger - - 
Thomas Rand - - - 
Ann Chandler - - - 
Margaret Bickner 
Joseph Henderson 
Ezekiel Cheevers - - 
Benjamin Goodwin- - 
John Cleland - - - 
Susannah Wells - 
Rebecca Edes - - - 
Henry Trail - - - - 


Inholders. 


At his House near tne Fortification 
At his House in Bromfields Lane 

At his House opposite John Smiths 
At his House near Hancocks Wharff 


Retailers 


At his House near Fortification 

At his Store on Long Wharff 

At his House the Head of Cold Lane 

At her House in Sudbury Street 

At her House near D’. Cutlers Church 

At his Shop opposite Gliddens Ship yard 

At her House in Auchmutys Lane 

At his House in Corn Hill 

At his House opposite M’. Pembertons 
Church 

At her House in Common Street 

At his House in Brattle Square 

At his House near M". Pullings 


Innholders 


At his House in Sea Street 

At his Shop in Short Street 

At his House near D'. Cutlers Church 
At his House opposite John Langdons 
At his House near Tho* Daws Esq. 

At her House in Prince Street 

At his House near Winters Wharff 

At her House Daltons Row 

At her House near Green Dragon 

At his Distill house in Kneelands Lane 
At his Distill house Rainsfords Square 
At his Distill house North End 

At his Housenear M*. Pembertons Church 
At her House in Milk Street 

At her House in Butlers Rowe 

At his Shop in Ship Street 


The following Persons Petitioned for Licenses and were 


disapproved 
Mess*®. 
John Lovering 
Mary Clark 
Gyles Alexander 
John Sergeant 
Lydia Byles 


Mess”. 
Abigail Ross 
Hannah Story 
Margaret Stearns 
Mary Doubledee 
Mary Ducers 


William Withington Ann Coppinger 


William Corbitt 


Abigail Whitman 


Elizabeth M°Cleland William Crombie 


Samuel Healey 
John Jepson 


Hannab Kent 
Thomas Simmons 
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Mess™. Mess”, 
Henry Mayers Mary Cowell 
Allice Brown Margaret Adams 
Robert Sloan Attalanta Prichard 
Patience Callahan Nathan Thompson 
John Hobbs Joseph Spence 


Henry Snows 


[33.] D*. Whitworth having informed the Selectmen that 
one Bent a Servant of M*. Bacon the Carpenter at New Boston 
had the Small Pox, He was agreeable to Orders immediately 
sent to the Hospital at New Boston. (mem?. he is supposed to 
have purposely gone in the way of the Infection. ) 

Passed upon William Grays Province Account amounting to 
£-3-4- lawful Money as p. Copy on File. 

M’. Joseph Jackson apply’d to the Selectmen for liberty to set 
up Posts at the Front of. Cap‘. Mulberrys House, whereupon, 

Coll°. Jackson was appointed to view the Street & direct in the 
setting the Posts. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, August 19, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Pemberton, Mason. 

D'. Cast informed the Select men that a Child of one Webbers 
living in Cross Street has the Eruptions of the Small Pox, where- 
upon D*'. Whitworth was desired to look upon her, who Reports 
that he cannot yet determine whether it is the Small Pox. 


Boston, Aug*. 19, 1769 
M’*. Samuel Hartley 
D'. Whitworth having made Return that the following Fersons 
may leave the Hospital with safety to the Inhabitants Our Orders 
are that you permit them to come up immediately after they have 
procured a shift of Clothes vizt'. 


Mr’. Crafts his Wife, Child, 2 Nurses & a Boy 

M". Foster & 3 Children 

M". Robinson, & M*. Ingerson 

M*. Hayden belonging to Scituate 

M*™. Martin, if she does not agree with you to stay. 


[34.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Aug*. 21, 
1769. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Dr. Whitworth being of opinion that a Child of Webbers in 
Cross Street had the Small Pox, but others doubting whether it 
was that Distemper or the Chicken Pox, the Father was consenting 
to its being sent down to Rainsfords Island, tho’ against its going 
to the Hospital at New Boston, whereupon M’. Hartley was 
directed to carry the Child down to the Hospital under his care 
this Night. 

Information having been given the Select men that an Appren- 
tice of M'. Browns at New Boston had the Eruptions of the Smail 
Pox, he was by consent, immediately removed to the Hospital at 
that part of the Town. 
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Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, Ang*. 22%, 1769 
A.M. Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Mason. 

Cap’. White of Schooner Esther from Philadelphia 
attended & Reports. That he came from Mediera to Phildelphia 
where he lay but seven Days; and took in a load of Flour & Bread 
for this Place, all his men have had the Small Pox, & nothing in 
the Vessel liable to retain infection, where upon, Voted, that the 
following Certificate be sent his Honor the Lieu‘. Governor 


May it please your Honor 
The Schooner Esther Benjamin White Master from Philadelphia 
has been stopt at Castle William on Account of the Small Pox. 
Have examined into the Circumstances of said Vessell We are of 
opinion she may be permitted to come up to Town without any 
danger to the Inhabitants, if your Honor thinks proper. 
We are 
Your most obed'. Hum. serv® 
JOSEPH JACKSON, 
JOHN Ruppock, 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON, 
JONATHAN Mason. 
Select men of Boston. 
Boston Aug*. 224, 1769 
To the Hon”. 
Thom‘. Hutchinson Esq. 


[35.] Dr. Whitworth attended and informs the Selectmen, 
that —— 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, August 22%. 1769. 
P.M. Henshaw, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 
Information of three Children with Small Pox. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Augt 23%. 1769. 
Present Henshaw, Pemberton. 

D*. Whitworth having informed the Select men on yesterday 
that three Children, viz'. a Child of Matthew Chambers living 
near the Orange Tree and of John Rolley. & of Robert: Wallis 
living at West Boston all Soldiers were taken with the Small Pox, 
they were the last Evening removed to the Hospital at that part of 
the Town. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Aug. 24, 1769. 
Present Henshaw, Inches. 
The following Advertisement has been published in the several 
News Papers — 
Boston Aug*. 17, 1769. 
The Public are hereby informed that the Small Pox is not any- 
where in Town, but at the Hospital. A young Man an apprentice 
to a Carpenter dwelling at West Boston, was Yesterday taken 
with the Distemper, and immediately removed to said Hospital. 
By Order of the Select men 
Wix.t1am Cooper Town Clerk. 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Aug*t. 28’ 1769. 
Present, Jackson, Pemberton. 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at + 
[Remainder of entry crossed out, and marginal note says ‘+ no 
meeting.” | | 

[36.] Mr’. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the 
Almshouse on the Province Account, one William Orgin a blind 
Man, not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province nor having 
where with all to support himself. Signed by Joseph Jackson & 
Samuel Pemberton, Selectmen. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Augt. 30, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Ordered, that the assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 4/8 p. 
Bushel, and that 6%. p. Bushel, be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows, viz'. 


Ib - oz — dr 

A 4*. Loaf Brown Bread } Wheat + Rye meal must 
weigh - ----.----+-+-+--+-+------- 21) Ss 
a 4° Ditto not above 4 Indian meal must weigh - - - 3-12 —- 
a Bisket of a Copper price- - ----------- -— 6 - 


This Day sent Three Soldiers Wives, viz'. Wallace, Rowley, and 
Chambers, with two of their Children, and M'. Harsams Daugh- 
ter, from the Hospital at New Boston to Rainsfords Island. 

Mess®. Thomas Grenough, Nathaniel Loring, and Ridgeway 
apply’d to have the Pavement in Middle street repair’d. 

Voted, that M'. Thomas Williston have a Draft for £10 —— 
on Account of Small Pox. & M". Hartley for £15. 

Voted, that the Town Clerk have a draft for £20, on Account 
of — 

M’. Love to have a draft for £20. 

——-- drawn for. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Sep‘. 34. 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches, 

Information was given the Selectmen on Sattuday that a 
Soldiers Child at New Boston had the Small Pox — said Child 
was immediately sent down to Rainsfords Island. 

[3%.] Information was given the Selectmen that a Child of M’. 
Moores Boaded Alley had the Small Pox appeared upon it on the 
Yesterday, when the Child was sent to the Hospital at New Bos- 
ton— M’. Moore was desired by the Selectmen to have two other 
Children of his go with the sick one to the Hospital but he sent 
them not withstanding. 

The Selectmen were also informed on the Yesterday that the 
Wife of m*’. Tuckerman the Hatter living near the Horse Shoe 
had the Eruptions of the Small Pox — they went to said House & 
found she was not in circumstances to be removed, having lain in 
but a few Days —a Flag was ordered out & her Brother William 
Sutton appointed a Guard. 

Coll. Henshaw and M’. Mason a Committee to order Fences to 
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be Erected in order to stop the Passage Ways near M*. Tuckermans 
House. 

Dr. Whitworth attended, and Reports to the Selectmen that M". 
Chambers & Lollier at the Hospital at Rainsfords Island, being 
now sufficiently cleansed may be permitted to leave the Island, 
with safety. 

Dr. Cast appeared and informed the Selectmen that M'*. Webber 
Twing near Cross Street & Father of the Child sent to the Island, 
had the Small Pox out upon him. 

M"*. Williston was directed to look out for Hartley to carry him 
down to said Hospital, he consenting thereto. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem". 6 1769 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Inches, Mason. 

An Apprentice of M’. Bacons & another of M*. Brown, together 
with Nurse Star, were sent from New Boston Hospital to Rains- 
fords Island on Yesterday. 

[38.] Capt. Ruddock a Committee to get a passage to Quebeck 
for James Maylet a French Man, who came in Cap‘. Nichols from 
Cadiz being sent by the English Consul. 

M". Hartley Reports that Mrs. Lollier at Rainsfords Island 
may be permitted to come up to Town, having a fresh Suit of 
Clothes, when liberty was accordingly given. 

M". Hartley also Reported that M*. Tylers Bedding &c. was 
sufficiently air’d & cleansed, he was therefore directed to bring them 
up to M'. Tyler. | 

M’. Hartley was directed to let one Chambers a Soldiers Wife 
come up, to Town, with a fresh Shift of Clothes, he having Reported 
she may leave the Island with safety being sufficiently smoked, 
and that Nurse Star may come up Satturday next she getting a 
fresh Suit of Clothes. 

M". Mason & MT’. Pemberton a Committee to examine M’. 
Farmer the Keeper of Almshouse Accounts. 


Boston Ss: at a meeting of the Selectmen, Septem’. 7, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be altered, and that the 
Assize of Bread be now set at Wheat at 5/ p. bushel, and that 
6? p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their Charges Pains & 
Livelihood which is computed as follows, Viz". 


Ib. oz. dr. 
A 4*. Loaf Brown Bread 3 Wheat + Rye Meal must weigh 2- 11- 
A. 4°. Ditto not above 4 Indian d® ----------- 3- 12- 
A Bisket of a Copper price - -------------- — 5-10 


Passed upon M'. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse his 
Province Accounts amounting as p. Copys on File to £.23-—12-10- 
and £.296-12-134- 


The following Orders were given M*. Hartley on the 6‘. Instant. 


[39.] Boston September 6, 1769. 
M". Samuel Hartley 
You are permitted to let M™. Lollier leave the Island having a 
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fresh Suit of Clothes, as also one Chambers a Soldiers Wife, and 
must send up M*. Tylers Bedding &*. You are also to suffer 
Nurse Star to come up on Satturday next she getting a fresh Suit 
of Clothes ; which permissions are in consequence of your Report, 
that those Persons & Things have been sufficiently smoked and 
cleansed. } 
By Order of the Select men 
WitirAmM Cooprer Town Clerk 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, Septem’. 13, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Ruddock. 

M’. Abraham Savage took the Oath, as Collector of Taxes for 
the year 1769, which were administered p. M’. Ruddock. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem". 18, 1769 
Present Henshaw, Ruddock, Pemberton. 

Cap‘. Joseph Chapman of Sloop Molly from Philadelphia ap- 
peared & Reports that he left that City about three Weeks past, 
and brings nothing in the Vessel liable to retain the Small Pox, his 
Cargo consists of Flour Iron & Brand, — and he has but one Person 
on board Hable to the Distemper whose name is whereupon 
Voted, that the following Certificate be sent his Honor the Lieu‘, 
Governor. 


May it please your Honor, 

The Sloop Molly Joseph Chapman Master from Philadelphia has 
been stopt at Castle William on Account of the Small Pox; We 
have examined into the Circumstances of said [40.] Vessel and 
are of Opinion she may be permitted to come up to Town, with- 
out any danger to the Inhabitants if your Honor thinks proper. 
We are 

Your most obed*. 
Humble Serv®. 
JosHuaA HrensHaw 
JoHN Ruppock 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON 
Henperson INCHES 
Select men of Boston 
Boston, Septem”. 18, 1769 : 
To 
His Honor Thom’. Hutchinson Esq. Lieut. Governor. 


M". Paul Farmer was directed on the 15'. Ins‘: to receive into 
the Almshouse on the Province Account, one Jolin Collfar a sick 
Person not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province, nor hay- 
ing wherewithall to subsist himself, he came in Cap‘. Levy Stetson 
from West Indies. - 

M’. Ruddock desired to order necessary Repairs to the North 
Grammar School. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem". 20, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton. Mason. 
M". Hartley Reports that he has brought up M™. Robishaw & 
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her Daughter & Wingfields Negro agreeable to Orders they having 
been sufficiently smoked & cleansed. 

D*. Whitworth Reports that Browns Boy & M*. Bacons Boy 
may be permitted to come up, with safety to the Inhabitants. 
M'. Hartley was directed to permit them, to leave the Island, pro- 
vided they have a shift of clothes. 

| Mem’. to enquire relative to Richards Shop near Fortification. ] 

M’. Gains master of Engine N. 6 presented Nathaniel Law & 
Nathaniel Call as Engine in the room of Jabez Searl & William 
White, both deceased, & M’. Uriah Nor Crost in the room of 
Israel Loring who has laid down. 

[41.] Voted, that the Persons named-on the other side be 
admitted Engine Men for Engine under Care of Mr’. Josiah Gains. 

M*. Curtis Master of Engine N°. 8. applied for the Premium 
allowed by the Town for bringing their Engine to work first at the 
Fire which lately broke out at the Hospital at the Bottom of the 
Common, drawn for. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Sclectmen, Septem’. 25, 1769. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Mason. 

Last Fryday a Child of Cap‘. Stones at New Boston, & a Maid 
of Mr. Allen Otis’s, were taken with the Small Pox & sent to the 
Hospital at that part of the Town, and on Satturday the Wife 
of M*. Beals living near the Draw Bridge, & on Sabbath a Sol- 
diers Child at West Boston were also taken with the Distemper, 
& the former sent to the Hospital the latter to the Pest House 
at Rainsfords Island. and this Day a Soldiers Child at Wheel- 
wrights Barracks was sent to the Hospital at West Boston with 
the Small Pox. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem’. 27, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Mason. 

Information having been given that M". Beals lately sent to the 
Hospital at West Boston died of the Small Pox this Morning — 
Orders were given MT". Williston to procure a Coffin and see her 
buried this Night with the usual precautions ; — 

Passed upon Samuel Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rains- 
fords Island, his Acco’. am‘. to £. 6, 16/ as p. Copy on file. 

M*. Edward Jackson approved of as an Inholder, for the re- 
mainder of the year, at the House on Dock Square lately occupied 
by M*®. Cazneau. 

[42.] M"'. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed 
by two of the Selectmen, viz'. M’. Henshaw & Mason, one John 
Burch a Stranger and not an Inhabitant of any Town in this 
Province nor having wherewithall to support himself. 

Upon Complaint made by M'. Thomas Baker that Chimneys of 
a House in White Bread Alley owned by M’. Dolling Edwards & 
occupied by David Poor and John Wottle as insufficient and dan- 
gerous. A Warrant was issued impowering Nathaniel Heath & 
John Brown to examine into the Complaint and make Report 
accordingly. | | 
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Passed upon William Grays Province Account amounting to 
£. 5— 5- 10- as p. Copy on file. 

Passed upon Joseph Newells Province Account, amounting in 
the whole to £. 5— 6- 2. 

M*. Putnam having applied for the Premium allowed by the 
Town, to his Comp’. for bringing their Engine to work first at the 
Fires which lately broke out at M'. Mavericks & M"'. Simpsons 
House being 13/4 each which was granted accordingly. 
drawn for. 

M*. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse on 
the Province Account by two of the Selectmen Viz‘. Coll. Hen- 
shaw & Mr’. Mason, one Alexander Thompson a sick Stranger 
who is not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province nor haying 
wherewithall to support himself. signed by M". Greenleaff 
Overseer. . 

M*. Hartley having Reported that the Woman who nursed M’. 
Tuckermans Child is now sufficiently smoked & cleansed. he was 
directed to bring her up first precuring a shift of Clothes. 

M’. Hartley was directed to take down to the Island M's’, —— 
Beds, Nurse, & everything that belongs to her now in the Hospi- 
tal. Also Cap’. Parkers bedding &*. and M”. Holland if she 
inclines 

[43.] Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 
5/p. Bushel and that Six pence p. Bushel be allcwed to the Bakers 
for their Charges Pains & Livelihood which is computed as follows, 
Vaz 


A 4°, Loaf Brown Bread ? Wheat } Rye Meal 


Ib. OZ. dr. 


must weigh 2— 11- 
a 4°. Ditto not above 3 Indian—d®.------ - - 3— 12- 
a Bisket of a Copper price - ---+--------- d- 10 


The following was sent the Selectmen of Concord. 


Gentlemen, 

We have received yours relative to Elizabeth Hinshee and 
would now acquaint you that if it can be made appear that she is 
an Inhabitant of this Town we shall be willing to make any rea- 
sonable allowance for the Charge she may occasion you; but it is 
our desire that in case she is able to bear a removal she may be 
sent to us by Warrant; but this on supposition that she belongs 
to this ‘Town. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
WitiraAM Cooper Town Clerk 
To the Gentlemen the Selectmen of Concord. 
Boston September 28. 1769 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem 28, 1769. 
A.M. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Inches, Mason. 
Collector of Taxes directed to attend — 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem’. 28, 1769. 
P.M. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Inches, Mason. 
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Collector of Taxes attended, when M’. Samuel Ruggles Jun’. 
acquainted the Selectmen that he declined serving as a Collector. 


[44.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem’. 
29. 1769 — Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Inches, Mason. 

Voted, that the Town Clerk issue a Warrant for a Town Meet- 
ing on Wednesday the fourth Day of October next at 10. OClock. 
Before Noon. 

Mess". Edes and Gill had the printing of the Notifications by 
order of one of the Selectmen. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Octo*. 34. 1769. 
Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Capt. William Church of Sloop Rainbow from Philadelphia at- 
tended & Reports, that he left that City about 15 Days past, with 
a Load of Flour & Iron, and has not any thing on board, which 
is likely to retain infection; that no one of his People have had 
the Small Pox neither have they been in the way of Infection, 
whereupon, 

Voted, that said Vessel be permitted to come up, and that the 
following Certificate be sent his Honor the Lieu'. Governor 


May it please your Honor 
The Sloop Rainbow William Church Master from Philadelphia 
has been stopt at Castle William on Account of the Small Pox; 
Having examined into the Circumstances of said Vessel we are of 
Opinion she may be permitted to come up to ‘Town without any 
danger to the Inhabitants if your Honor thinks proper — 
We are 
Your most Obed. 
Humble Serv*. 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON 
HENDERSON INCHES 
Jon». Mason 
Select men of Boston. 
Boston Octo". 34. 1769 
To Hon®*. Thomas Hutchinson Esq 
Lieu’. Governor 


[45.] Mr”. Hartley attended & Reports that he carried down 
to the Island on the yesterday M™. Tuckerman, her Husband 
Nurse & one Child; and brought up from thence the same Day, 
Sarah Brown — who had been employed as a Wet Nurse 

M*. William Moore having a Child sick in the Hospital at New 
Boston, was permitted to go into said Hospital, he engaging to 
leave it when his Room shall be wanted. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo". 4, 1769, 
A.M. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Pemberton. 

M". Gyles apply’d for liberty to open a Drain out of his yard 
in Middle street into the Common Shore. 
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Voted, that liberty be granted provided the Ground & Pavement 
is made good to the satisfaction of the Selectmen. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo’. 4, 1769 P.M. 
Present, Henshaw, Pemberton, Mason. 

M’. Hartley Reports, that M’™. Holland, M". Jones, & M’. Bell, 
are smoked & cleansed, and may leave the Hospital with safety, 
Orders were therefore given him to bring them up as soon as they 
have a shift of Clothes. 

M". Hartley is permitted to take M*. More his Wife & 2 Children 
from the Hospital at New Boston to the Island in order for 
cleansing, as also Stones Child & Otis’s Maid. 

M'. Abraham Savage was directed to let M’. Samuel Hartley 
have ten or twelve Pounds lawful money for the use of the Hospi- 
tal at Rainsfords Island. 

D". Whitworth was desired to examine a Child of one Bills a 
soldier at New Boston, he Reported that the Child had not had 
the Small Pox. 

[46.] Cap‘. Josiah Gorham of Sloop America from Philadel- 
phia attended & Reports, That he left said City about Eighteen 
Days, his Lading consisting of Flour & Iron he has 2 Boxes of 
Lemmons, & 3 Boxes of Irish Linnen on board, which had not been 
three Days in Philadelphia where they were Imported from London 
Derry before they were taken on board, his People all well & not 
liable to take the Infection except the Captains Son, neither has 
he anything on board liable to retain the Small Pox, whereupon, 

Voted, that she may be permitted to come up, first smoking the 
Cabbin & Steerage, together with the 3 Boxes of Linnen & that a 
Certificate of the following tenor be given. 


May it please your Honor, 

The Sloop America, Josiah Gorham Master from Philadelphia 
has been stopt at Castle William on Account of the Small Pox ; 
Having examined into the Circumstances of said Vessel we are of 
Opinion she may be permitted to come up to Town without any 
danger to the Inhabitants if your Honor thinks proper. We are 

Your most obed'. 
Humble serv*. 
JosHuA HENnsHAW 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON 
JONATHAN Mason 
Selectmen of Boston. 
Boston October 4. 1769 — 
To the Hon”. Thom’. Hutchinson Esq. 
Lieu’. Governor. 


M". Mills whose Children was removed from the Neighborhood 
of M's. Tuckerman, for fear of the Small Pox has liberty to bring 
his Children home next Monday. 


[4'7.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo’. 5, 
1769. Present, Jackson, Inches, Mason. 
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Cap‘. Benjamin Gorham of Sloop Hannah from Philadelphia at- 
tended & Reports, That he left Philadelphia fourteen Days ago, 
with a Load of Flour Iron & Salt & Bran & has nothing on board 
liable to retain Infection, No one of his People have been taken 
with the Small Pox in the Voyage but two of them were left at 
the Vine Yard sick of the Bloody Flux, he has Four of his Peo- 
ple who are liable to the Distemper, and if they should complain 
of being ill he will immediately acquaint the Selectmen, — has a few 
Hampers of Bottles on Deck. 

Voted, that she may be permitted to come up, first smoking the 
Cabbin Steerage & the Hampers of Bottles & that the following 
Certificate be given. 


May it please your Honor 
The Sloop Hannah Benjamin Gorham Master from Philadelphia 
has been stopt at Castle William on Account of the Small Pox ; 
Having examined into the Circumstances of said Vessel we are of 
Opinion she may be permitted to come up to Town without any 
danger to the Inhabitants, if your Honor thinks proper. We are 
Your most Obed. 
Humble Servants 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON 
Henperson INCHES 
JONATHN. Mason 
Select men of Boston. 
Boston October 5, 1769 
To the Hon?* Thomas Hutchinson Esq. 
Lieu’. Governor. 


[48.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Oct. 7, 
1769. Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

The Selectmen having received Information from a number of 
Persons living at the Southerly part of the Town, that they were 
continually disturbed & abused by the Kings Soldiers at the 
Guard House near the Fortification Gates who every Night com- 
mit Theft and Robberies & that some of the Officers themselves 
instead of checking them, treat the Complaints of the Inhabitants 
with the most intollerable Insult. These Inhabitants also re- 
questing that a Meeting of the Inhabitants may be called as soon 
as may be to consider of what steps may be proper to be taken 
to prevent such abuses as they have suffered & are still likely to 
suffer; Have so far considered of these matters, as for the pres- 
ent to direct, that Constable Martin of the South End Watch to- 
gether with one Man out of each of the other Watches proceed 
at Nights to a House of M’. Pierpoints near the Gates at the 
South End, there to watch and ward, in order to prevent such 
abuses in future, and that the following Directions be now given 
the Constable of the Watch 

Boston October 7. 1769. 

Mr. John Martin 

Complaint having been made to us by a considerable num- 
ber of the Inhabitants living at the South part of the Town, 
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that they are continually disturbed & abused by the Kings 
Soldiers at the Guard House near the Entrance Gates at the 
South End, and that every Night Thefts & Roberries are com- 
mitted by them. Our Orders to you as Constable of the South 
Watch are, That you take one man from the [49.] North 
Watch another Man from the Dock Watch and one more from 
the Town House Watch with whom you are to Repair at Nights 
to a House of M'. Robert Pierpoints where you will be accommo- 
dated for the present, and with those Men you must use your 
best and most prudent endeavors to prevent a repetition of the 
abuses and Disturbances complain’d of and to come at the know]l- 
edge of those Persons who have or may be guilty of such offences, 
by taking and securing some of the Offenders if possible, or by 
observing them so narrowly as that you may be able to evidence 
against them when called before the Majistrates. We refer you 
to our former Orders given you as Constable of the Watch, and 
to the Laws Enacted for the regulation of the Town Watch, and 
doubt not of your conforming yourself thereto. 
By Order of the Select men 
WittiAmM Coorer Town Clerk 


The Committee appointed to survey Mess". Poore and Wottles 
Chimnies, Reported that they had thoroughly searched the Chim- 
nies of said House in White Bread Alley, and that according to 
the best of their judgment they found them not fit by any means 
to make Fires in them any longer till they are repaired. 

The Copy of the Warrant for the survey is as follows 


Boston Septem’ 27, 1769. 
Mess™. Nathaniel Heath & John Brown 
Complaint having been made tous that the Chimnies of a 
House in White Bread Alley occupied by David Poor and John 
Wottle, are insufficient and dangerous. [50.] We desire and 
impower you to survey the same, and Report to us your Judgment 
concerning them. 
JosHuA HENSHAW 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
JOHN Ruppock 
Jon*. Mason 
Selectmen of Boston 


In consequence of the Return made on the aforesaid Warrant, 
it was Voted that the following Order be sent Mess". Poor and 
Wottle. 

Boston Octo’. 7, 1769. 
Mess. David Poor & John Wottle 

Upon Complaint made by a number of the Inhabitants of this 
Town of defects in the Chimnies of the House occupied by you, 
We issued our Warrant for a survey. a Copy of the Return made 
on said Warrant you have above. Agreeable to the directions of 
the Law in that Case made and provided we hereby warn you 
not to make or suffer any Fires to be made in said Chimneys, 
till the defects are cured either by amending repairing or re- 
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building said Chimnies, as you would avoid the penaltys of said 
Law. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witir1Am Coorrer Town Clerk 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, October 11, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

M’, Abraham Savage Collector of Taxes for 1769. Proposed 
M*. Nathaniel Green Merch’. & M" Archibald M*.Neall for his 
Bondsmen. 

Voted, that they be accepted. 

D*. Whitworth having Reported that the following Persons [51. | 
Have been sufficiently smoked and cleansed, & may leaye the 
Island with safety to the Inhabitants, he was ordered to let them 
come up to Town, each having a_ shift of Clothes provided 
them. 

The Persons are 

M*. Moore his Wife & Family 
M’. Tuckerman & his Daughter 
M’*. Wallis’s his Wife and Child 
Nurse Kent 

M*. Saunders and Child 

M*. Bowdine who keeps the George Tavern waited upon the 
Select men for their Liberty, that Fire Works, should be exhibited 
at his yard, on Thursday Evening next, to which the Selectmen 
were consenting. 

Coll. Henshaw & Mr’. Inches a Comm*’. to order the necessary 
Repairs to the South Writing School. 

Mem’. M'. Faxtons Leace 

M*. Browns d?°. to be signed. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread of Bread be Altered & now 
set at Wheat at 5/4¢. p. Bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed 
to the Bakers for their Charges Pains and Livelihood which is 
computed as follows Viz' 


Ib. oz. dr, 
A 4" Loaf of Brown Bread ? Wheat + Rye Meal must 
weigh 11-2 
A 4*, Ditto not above 4 Indian d’. 13-2 
A Bisket of a Copper price - - ------------ b- 4 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo". 18, 1769 — 
Present, Henshaw, Ruddock, Inches, Mason. 

M". Hartley was directed to bring up M*. Tuckerman his Wife & 
Child, and to take down the Things liable to Infection to the 
Island there to be aired and cleansed. 


[52.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo’. 21, 
1769. Present, Henshaw, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 
Information having been given the Selectmen that one Bills a 
Soldier, who came up from Rainsfords Island where he had at- 
tended his Child, about a fortnight past, had his Wife taken with 
the Small Pox, D'. Whitworth was sent for, who Reported that 
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she had the Small Pox, whereupon she was together with her Hus- 
band & Child sent down on Thursday to the Hospital at Rains- 
fords Island. 

Mr. Williston was directed to acquaint M*. Clark who has kept 
Watch at the Hospital at New Boston, that he may leave the 
Watch this Evening as also M’. Hersom that he takes care no one 
comes in or goes out of the Hospital, till the further Orders of the 
Selectmen. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, October 24, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

D". Whitworth informs the Selectmen that one M’. Daniel Sear- 
geants Wife is taken with the Small Pox at the Sugar House Bar- 
racks New Boston. and that she is willing to be sent down to the 
Island, whereupon Orders were given M*. Williston to procure 
Lucas’s Boat to carry her down this Afternoon. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Oct’. 25, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches, Mason. 

M’*. Samuel Ruggles Jun™. one of the Collectors of Taxes for 
1767—haying produced to the Selectmen the Town County & 
Province Treasurers Receipt in full for the Sums committed to 
him to Collect for that year. 

Voted, that he have a Draft for his Premium agreeable to the 
Vote of the Town, and that His Bonds be delivered him up. 

M*. Williston Reported that the Boat carried off Sergeant 
M°*.Daniels Wife this morning. 

[53.] Mt’. Salter Collector of Taxes, for 1769 proposes Mess. 
Daniel Rea, Gentleman, & Thomas Parker, Mason, for his Bonds- 
men. 

M’. Jacob Wendell appeared, and informed the Selectmen that 
he declined serving in the Office of a Collector to which he was 
chosen at the last Town Meeting. 

M’. Edward Hollyday Collector of Taxes for 1769, proposes Mr’. 
John Winslow Merch’. & M*. Harmonees Brimmer Apothecary for 
his Bondsmen. 

Voted, that they be accepted. 

M*. Robert Pierpoint appeared and informed the Selectmen that 
he had met with further Insults & injuries from the Soldiers at the 
Guard House, near the Fortification. ; 

whereupon he was advised to consult proper Council in order for 
his proceedure, — and the Selectmen assured him that they would 
recommend to the ‘Town a Reimbursement for the Charge he may 
be at. 

Voted, that a New Watch house be immediately Erected upon 
the Towns Land adjoin’g Fortification of 12 feet Square, that M’. 
Robert Pierpoint have the Building of said House, and that four 
men be added to the Watch. 


Boston Ss. At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo". 27, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason 
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Mr’. Martin Constable of the South Watch presented the follow- 
ing Persons for the addition to the South Watch, Viz. 
Mess’. Richard Tucker 
David Farrar 
Acaron Hartshorne 
Isaac Harper 
Perez Webb 
who were directed to appear next Monday 


[54.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo’. 
28, 1769. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Inches, Mason. 

Cap‘. Elijah Luce in the Sloop Molly from Philadelphia Reports 
that he left that City on the 15' Ins‘. His Vessel laden with Flour 
& Barr Iron two Casks of Beer and 1 Box of Lemmons — 

A Certificate of the common tenor was delivered the Cap‘. for 
the Lieut. Governor in order for the Vessels coming up. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, October 30, 
1769. — Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Mason. 

A Child of one Sanders a Soldiers Wife living at Wheelwrights 
Wharff, who came up from Rainsfords Island about 14 Days ago 
where she had been attending a Child, being taken with the Small 
Pox ; was this Forenoon sent down to the Hospital at Rainsfords 
Island together with the Mother. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 5/ 4%. p 
Bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood which is computed as follows, 
Viz 


Ib. 02 dr, 
A 4°, Loaf brown Bread 2 Wheat + Rye meal must 
weigh 2-11- 
a 44, Ditto not above 4 Indian meal d?°, 3-12- 
a Bisket of a Copper price 5-4 


M’. John Martin is appointed Constable of the New Watch near 
the Fortification, and the following Persons are appointed as | 
Watchmen, Viz'. 

Richard Tucker Aaron Hartshorne 
David Farrar Isaac Harper 

Constable Martin was directed to go with them to the New 
Watch when finished which suppose will be on the Morrow. 

[55.] Ml’. Thomas Bradford appointed Constable of the South 
Watch Pro. Temp’. during the absence of Constable Martin who 
has been placed at the upper Watch House, and Perez Webb is 
added to said Watch in the room of M'. Martin. (W™. M°fadden 
in his Room.) 

M’. Joseph Putnam of Engine N°. 4 applied for the Premium al- 
lowed by the Town for bringing their Engine to work first at the 
Fire which lately broke out at the House of Jacob Royal Esq. 
which was accordingly allowed — drawn for. 

M"'. Williston was directed to acquaint M*. Hersom the Keeper 
of the Almshouse Hospital at New Boston, that he may now come 
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abroad in order to carry on his business, and that the Supplys 
which have been sent to the Family since they have been shut up, 
be now stopt. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Novem". 1, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Inches, Mason. 

Voted, that M'. Samuel Hartley have a Draft on the Town 
Treasurer for Twenty three Pounds six Shillings and eight Pence, 
drawn for. 

A Soldiers Wife at Wheelwrights Wharff, sick of the Small Pox 
whose name was Distance, sent to Rainsfords Island. 


Boston Ss. At a meeting of the Selectmen, Novem". 3, 1769. 
Present, [lenshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton. 

Cap‘. William Church of Sloop Rainbow, Master from Philadel- 
phia attended & Reports That he left that City about seven Days 
ago with a load of Flour and Iron, and has not anything on board, 
which is likely to retain Infection, and that no one of his People 
have had the Small Pox, for which reason they all kept out of the 
way of Infection. 

Voted, that said Vessel be permitted to come up, and that a 
Certificate of the common tenor be given for the Lieu’. Governor 


[56.] M’. Robert Pierpoint has Agreed with the Selectmen 
for aspot of Ground on the West side of the street near the Brest 
work, and to allow Two Pounds thirteen Shillings and four pence 
as Ground Rent for the same. 

Passed upon John Ruddock Esq. his Province Accounts 
Amounting to £. 2-14— as by Copy of Account on file. 

M*s. Sarah Silsbey applyed to the Select men for their approbation 
of her to keep Tavern in the room of her late Father deceased at 
their House in Crooked Lane, and she was approbated accord- 
ingly. 

Voted that Samuel Hassham have a Draft on the Treasurer 
for £. 8—lawful money in p*. for services in the Small Pox. (to 
go in October Draft) 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Novem’. 9, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton. 

Voted, that a Warrant be issued for a Town Meeting on Mon- 
day 9. OClock Before Noon. 

_ Voted, that Mess". Fleets have the printing of the Notifica- 
tions. 

M*. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed to re- 
ceive into the Almshouse on the Province Acco‘. one Bush a poor 
Child to be supported there the Child being a Stranger & not an 
inhabitant of any Town in this Province. 


The following Orders were given M". Thomas Bradford appointed 
Constable of the South Watch. 
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Boston Novem’. 1%. 1769. 
M'. Thomas Bradford 

The Selectmen having appointed you, pro Temporo Constable 
of the Watch at the South Part of the Town do order & direct. 

[5%.] 1%: That you with the Watchmen under you attend 
at s‘’. Watch House at the Hours of 9 oClock every Night from the 
20%. of Sept’. to the 20". of March and continue till clear day light, 
and at the Hours of 10 °Clock from the 20". of March to the 20". 
of September, that you & each of you continue upon Duty untill 
Sunrise ; & if any of your Division should misbehave you must in- 
form the Select men of it. 

2°, That you keep a fair Journal of your doings every Night, 
how you find the State of the Town, and who of the Watchmen are 
on Duty, and Report to the Selectmen every Wednesday. 

3°, That two at least of your Division taking their Staves with 
them walk the Rounds within your Ward, twice at least every 
Night, or oftner if necessary, setting out from the Watch House 
at such ‘Times in the Night as you shall judge best, varying the 
Time according to your discretion. 

4", In going the Rounds Care must be taken that the Watch- 
men are not Noisy but behave themselves with strict decorum, 
that they frequently give the Time of the Night & what the 
Weather is witha distinct but moderate Voice, excepting at Times 
when it is necessary to pass in Silence in order to detect and se- 
cure Persons that are out on unlawful Actions. 

5", You & your Division must endeavour to suppress all 
Routs Riots & other Disorders that may be committed in the 
Night and secure such Person as may be guilty; that proper steps 
may be taken the next Morning for a prosecution as the Law 
directs, we absolutely forbid your taking private satisfaction, or 
any bribe that may be offer’d you to let such go or to conceal their 
offence from the Selectmen. 

6", You are to take up all Negroes Indian and Molatto Slaves 
thut may be absent from their masters House after nine °Clock at 
Night and passing the Streets unless they are carrying Lanthorns 
with light Candles and can give a good and satisfactory Account 
of their Business that such offenders may be proceeded with ac- 
cording to Law. 

7y, The Selectmen expect that you execute your office with 
Resolution & Firmness not using any affronting langage but be- 
haying with discretion & Calmness, that it may appear you 
do not abuse even Offenders & they recommend to you and your 
Division that you behave with Sobriety Temperance Vigilence and 
Fidelity and agreeable to the Laws; Your Office [58.] requires 
a Conduct ; the Security of the Town demands it, & you may be 
assured that your continuance in the place to which you are 
appointed altogether depends upon it 

By Order of the Select men 
WittramM Cooper Town Clerk. 


The following Orders were given M’. John Martin appointed 
Constable of the New South Watch. 
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Boston, November 1. 1769. 

M’. John Martin 

Complaint having been made to us by a Considerable Number of 
the Inhabitants living at the South Part of the Town, that they 
are continually disturbed and abused by the Kings Soldiers at the 
Guard House near the Entrance Gates at the South End, and 
that every Night Thefts and Robberies are committed by them. 
We have upon Consideration of said Complaint and Information, 
thought it for the quiet & safety of the Inhabitants that a Watch 
should be placed near said Guard House and have accordingly ap- 
pointed one consisting of Four Persons exclusive of yourself, 
Viz'. Mess®. Richard Tucker, David Farrar, Aaron Hartshorn, 
Isaac Harper, — of this Watch you are appointed the Constable, 
And our Orders to you therefore are, That you repair with the 
above named Persons every Night to the House we have caused 
to be erected for your accommodation on the Towns Land almost 
opposite to M*. Robert Pierpoints House, and that you use your 
utmost and most prudent Endeavours to prevent a Repetition of 
the Abuses Robberies & Disturbances complained off, and also 
to come at the knowledge of those Persons who have, or may he 
guilty of such offences, by taking and securing some of the 
offenders if possible, or by observing them so narrowly, as that you 
may be able to evidence against them when called upon as Wit- 
nesses. We depend upon your Care and Fidelity, that the People 
of your Watch are kept to your Duty, that they may answer the 
end of Watchmen, especially by contributing to the quiet and 
safety of those Inhabitants who have more immediately procured 
this appointment. We refer you to our former Orders given you 
as Constable of the other South Watch [59.] and. to the Laws 
enacted for the regulation of the Town Watch, and doubt not of 
your conforming yourself thereto. 

By the Order of the Select men 
Witr1Am Cooper Town Clerk 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 11, 1769. 
Present 

Cap'. John Laighton of Schooner Elizabeth from Philadelphia 
appeared and Reports, That he left that City last Wednesday 
was Week with a load of Flour and Iron, and has not anything on 
board likely to convey Infection — whereup a Certificate was given 
his Honor the Lieu’. Governor of the common tenor. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 12, 1769. 
Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Cap’. Edward Bacon of Sloop Hope from Philadelphia attended 
and Reports, That he left Philadelphia Yesterday was Week his 
Cargo consisting of Flour, Iron, & Six Hampers of Bottles upon 
the Quarter Deck of the Vessel, and has nothing on board liable 
to retain Infection, the Captain & Lemuel Freeman & John 
Gold, two of his People have not had the Small Pox. 

Voted, that the following Letter be sent the Lieu‘. Gov’. 
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May it please your Honor 

The Sloop Hope Edward Bacon Master from Philadelphia has 
been stopt at Castle William on account of the Small Pox: Hay- 
ing examined into the Circumstances of said Vessel we are of 
Opinion she may be permitted to come up to Town without any 
danger to the Inhabitants if your Honor thinks proper — We are 

Your most obed*. hum. Serv‘. 
Select men of Boston 

Roston Noy". 12. 1769 

To the Hon®*. Hutchinson Esq. 

Lieut. Governor. 


[60.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 13, 
1769. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, 
Mason. 

M’. Edward Carnes informs the Selectmen, that he has taken 
into a House of his as a Tenant one Daniel M*‘.Alpen a Fencing 
Master, who came in Cap‘. Gorham from Nova Scotia. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Novem’. 15, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Inches, Mason. 

M*s. Tayler prays Liberty to open the Ground from her House 
in Marlborough Street into the Common Shore in order to clear 
her Cellar of Water. 

M*. Inches & Mason a Comm®. to view the Ground and make 
Report. 

M*. Hasham having desired the Selectmen to permit her Daugh- 
ter now at Rainsfords Island, to come up to Town, the Town 
Clerk was directed to acquaint M'. Hartley, that he is allowed to 
bring up said Person, provided she is first well cleansed, and a 
Shift of Clothes found for her. 

Mr. Farmer keeper of the Almshouse was directed to receive in 
the Alms-house on the Province Account one Mary Scott a 
Stranger & not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province nor 
having wherewithall to support herself — said Scott came in Capt‘. 
Wier from Quebeck. 


soston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Novem". 17. 1769. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

M*. Hartley appeared & Reported, that M™. Saunders & M"*. 
Distance, have been sufficiently smoked & cleansed, & may leave 
the Island with safety provided, they have a fresh shift of 
Clothes. Whereupon Liberty was given accordingly. 


[61.] Boston, Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov". 20, 
1769. Present, Hancock, Pemberton. 

Cap‘. William Wyer of Sloop Susannah from Philadelphia stopt 
at Castle William, — Reports, That he left that City eleven Days 
ago, with a Cargo of Flour Bread and Iron, that he has but two 
of his men who are liable to take the Small Pox, but nothing on 
board likely to retain Infection. 

A Certificate for the Lieuten'. Governor of the usual tenor 
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was given the Captain, signed by four of the Select men, Viz*‘. 
Co". Jackson, M'. Hancock, M*. Pemberton & M". Inches. 


Boston, Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 22%. 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches, Mason. 

M'. Hartley Reports — That M’. Bell his Wife and Child, 
and M*. Rowly his Wife and Child, are now sufficiently smoked 
& cleansed, and may leave the Island with safety, provided they 
have a shift of Clothes — which neither of them are yet furnished 
with— And that it is her (sic) Opinion that M*. Stones Child is not 
yet fit to come up with safety — whereupon — 


Boston, Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Novem’. 25, 
1769. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, 
Mason. 

The Selectmen took into Consideration the Vote of the Town 
respecting entering their Complaint against the Governor Com- 
missioner and others who have wrote Incendiary Letters against 
the Town and Agreed to attend the Grand Jury for that purpose 
on Monday the 27 Ins‘. 3. OClock. 


Boston, Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Novem’. 27. 
1769. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, 
Mason. 

Cap‘. William Mackay applys to the Selectmen for Liberty to 
open a Drain from his House in Fish Street in order to clear his 
Cellar of Water. 

[62.] Voted, that Liberty be granted provided the Ground 
and Pavement is made good to the satisfaction of the Selectmen. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 5/4%. p. 
Bushel and that 64. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood which is computed as follows, 
NIG 


ib. 02.5 *ay, 
A 4°. Loaf brown Bread 2 Wheat 4 sae meal | 
must weigh - - - See 2 al 
A 48, Ditto not above 5 Ritdiaa ‘eet i ee - - ,8-12- 
A Bisket of a Copper price - - - - + = - 5-4. 


Boston, Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 29, 1769. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Mason. 

Cap'. Josiah Gorham of Sloop America from Philadelphia, 
Reports that he left that City eighteen Days ago, his Vessel 
loaded with Flour and Iron, and has nothing on board liable to 
Infection, two of his People have not had the Small Pox, where- 
upon, 

Voted a Certificate be given him-of the usual tenor. 

Received from D'. Whitworth a Return of the Bed & Bed 
Clothes at the Province Hospital, New Boston, Viz'. 

2 Fether Beds 6 pair Sheets 
3 Flock — ditto 3 Coverlids 
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2 Bolsters 2 Bedsteads 
4 Pillows 2 Close Stools 
29 Blankets 2 Bed Pans 


M’. Barrel, Calf & Andrews, a Committee from the Clerks of 
the Market Complain of M*. Harris the Baker & his Servant 
Robert Davis, as having abused M". Barrel & Andrews, by charg- 
ing the former with stealing their Bread & other ill Language & 
also M'. Sircombs man named Cook — abused Mr’. John Bernard. 

[63.] One Anu Morey a sick Stranger not having wherewith 
to support herself was sent to the Alms house to be supported 
on the Province Charge, the Order on M*. Paul Farmer was signed 
by Mt. Pemberton & Mason. 

M’. Samuel Hartley having Reported, that M*. Stones Child 
was now so weil smoked & cleansed that with a fresh shift of 
Clothes he may be permitted to come up to Town with safety to 
the Inhabitants, whereupon Orders were given him accordingly. 

M". Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Alms house to 
be supported at the Province Charge one Elizabeth Smith who is 
not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province is sick & has not 
wherewithall to support herself, the Order was signed by M’. Pem- 
berton & Mason two of the Select men & is to be signed by M’. 
Samuel Whitwell Overseer. 

Voted, that W™. Cooper the Clerk have a draft for £. 20. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem’. 4, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches, Mason. 

M'. Pemberton & M*. Mason a Comm. to enquire into the Cir- 
cumstances of one Beacham a Soldiers Wife in the Almshouse 
from Dorchester to this Town. 

Cap‘. Josiah Rogers of Schooner Ninety two, stopt Rainsfords 
Island, appeared & Reports that he left Quebeck the 8' or 9’ of 
November, about 12 Days after Sayling one of his hands was 
taken with the Small Pox; and landed at Canseau, and about 9 
Days ago one Scainels Hopkins was taken with the same Distem- 
per. That he has only ballast on board, excepting a Trunk & a 
Chest of a Passenger —no one on board but the Captain & M’. 
Seth Bangs the Mate [64.] Are liable to take the Infection — the 
Peoples Names are Edward Bryant Francis Lee — the Passengers 
Name William Edgar — The Captain informs that the Small Pox 
is in Quebeck as well as Mount Real, whereupon Voted, that the 
Vessel and People be sent down to Rainsfords Island &« the fol- 
lowing Orders were given M*. Hartley the Keeper of the Hospital. 


Boston Decem’. 4. 1769. 
M’. Samuel Hartley 
Cap‘. Josiah Rogers of Schooner Ninety-two, from Quebeck, 
having one Scammell Hopkins on board with the Small Pox -— 
The Vessel is ordered to your Island, and you must receive the 
Captain and others into the Wellhouse who are liable to take 
the Infection and the sick Person into the Hospital, and see that 
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the Vessel is well smoked & cleansed & kept untill further Or- 
ders. 

JosHuA HeENsHaw, 

JOSEPH JACKSON, 

JonHn Ruppocrk, 

JOHN Hancock, 

SAMUEL PEMBERTON, 

HeENpDERSON INCHES, 

JONATHAN Mason. 

Select men of Boston. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem’. 6, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inehes, Mason. 

M*. Syrcombs young man appeared, also M*. Harris and his 
Servant, the Clerk of the Market also appeared. 

The following Letter or Petition was sent his Honor the Lieu- 
ten‘. Governor. 


May it please your Honor Having found upon examination 
that the Small Pox prevails in Mount Royal and Quebeck, we 
think it our duty to acquaint your Honor therewith and to desire 
that [65.] Orders may be given the Commanding Oflicer at 
Castle William to stop all Vessels that may arrive from Cannada 
for an examination — We are 

Your Honors 
most Obedient 

Hum. Serv*®. 
JosHua HENSHAW, 
JOSEPH JACKSON, 
JoHN Ruppock, 
JOHN HANcOcK, 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON, 
HENDERSON INCHEs, 
JONATHAN Mason. 

Selectmen of Boston. 
Boston, Decem’. 4, 1769. 
To the Lieu’. Governor. 


Ordered, that the Town Clerk issue his Warrant for calling a 
Meeting of the Town on Friday the 8’ Ins‘. 8. OClock A.M. (sic). 

Coll®. Jackson join’d with Capt. Ruddock as a Committee on 
the Repairs of North Schools. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Dec’. 7, 1769. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock. 

Cap‘. Prince Bears of Sloop Hannah from Philadelphia Reports 
that he left said Place fifteen Days ago, his Cargo consisting of 
Flour, Iron, a few Hampers of Bottles. & some Bran, that neither, 
himself nor his four Men have had the Small Pox and that they 
therefore kept out of the way of infection — where upon the Certifi- 
cate was given the Captain for the Lieu’. Governor of the usual 
tenor. 
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A Certificate was given Cap'. Hopkins to the Lieu’. Governor 
to permit his Schooner Ninety two to come up to Town. 

[66.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem’. 13, 
1769. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, 
Mason. 

M'. Benjamin Henderson Collector for 1769 — presents Capt‘. 
Job Prince and M'. Edward Carnes as his Bondsmen. 

Voted, that they be accepted, and that the Clerk be directed to 
make out his Bonds accordingly. 

Voted that the Clerk be directed to prepare a number of Blank 
Bonds, not less than twelve, to be taken of such masters of Ves- 
sels as bring in Strangers to indemnify Town and Province. 

M'. Gains Master of New Boston E ngine applyed for the Pre- 
mium of thirteen Shillings and four Pence allowed by the Town to 
his Company for bringing their Engine to work first upon the Fire 
which lately broke out at Cap’. Smalls at New Boston. 

Voted, that -M'. Gains have a draft for the Premium next 
Draft Day. drawn for, 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, Decem’. 18, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Mason. 

Voted, that Maj’. Jonathan Payson, have a Draft on the Town 
Treasury for the sum of One hundred & two pounds - 1 - 44d. being 
the amount of his 4 part of the Premium, for Collecting the Tax of 
1765, he having produced the Town County and Province Treas- 
urers Receipts in full for the Sum committed to him to Collect for 
said year — (drawn for.) 

Voted, that m'. Payson have his Bonds as Collector for the 
Year 1765, he having shown the Treasurers Receipt in full. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, Decem". 20, 1769. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton; 
Mason. 

(6%7.] Ezekiel Goldthwait Esq. Inform’d the Selectmen in 
writing Decem’. 13. Ins‘. that on the 4' of said December there 
came to live with him a young Woman named Sarah Pike, she was 
originally of Tewksbury but last of Roxbury, where she lived 
about three Months. 

M*. Abraham Savage having produced the Town County & 
Province Treasurers Receits in full for the Sum committed to him 
to Collect in the year 1767. 

Voted, that he have a draft for the Premium on the same 
agreeable to a Town Vote, which amounts to £. 116-1. 33, as p. 
his Account drawn for. 


The following Letter was sent M*. Hartley 


M’. Saml Hartley 

You have Represented to us that the Clothing &c. belonging to 
M’. William Edgar who came Passenger in Capt. Rogers from 
Quebeck, have been so well smoked, that they may be brought off 
with safety, you are permitted to bring them up as also” Cap’. 
Roger’s and M". Bangs’s Clothing which. you also Report has been 
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well smoked and cleansed — And if M*. Bangs should mate no 
complaints on Satturday next you may then permit him to come 
up to Boston. 
Edward Bryants Clothing being also as you say smoked & 
cleansed they may also be sent up. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witiram Cooper Town Clerk. 


Passed upon John Rowse Esq. his Province Account am°. to 
£.10-—5—-68 as by Copy on File. 

M’. Pemberton & Mason a Committee to examine the Small 
Pox Accounts. 


[68.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Decem". 
(27 in the margin) 1769 — Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, 
Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 5/4 p. 
Bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains & Livelihood which is computed as follows Viz'. 


Ib. oz. dr, 
A 4", Loaf brown Bread ? Wheat 4 ae meal — must 
weigh- - - - - Shh ORME ane fenel | 
a 4", Ditto not one 3 indian Meal oo a. - - - : 8-12 
a Bisket of a Copper price - - - - - - - - - 5-4 


Jonathan Jenkins Master of N°. 3 presented John Bound as a 
suitable Person for his Engine Comp’. in the room of William 
Darricut who is deceased. 

Voted, that he be accepted accordingly. 

Josiah Gains, master of Engine N°. 6. presented George Cade & 
William Ross, as suitable Persons for his Engine Comp’. in the 
room of Rigdel Oolle. dec*. & Gershom Flagg removed out of ‘Town. 

Voted, that they be accepted accordingly. 

M’. Gains apply’d for the Premium allowed by the Town for 
bringing their Engine to play first at the Fire which lately broke 
out at M's. Pollards House, New Boston. 

Voted, that he have a draft for 13/4¢. for the above Premiums, 
drawn for. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 2°. 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Mason. 

[ Mem’. dl’d. M*. Eliot D.D. 2 large Folio Volumes in Lattin. ] 

Sergeant Peavy informs that one of his Children in the Barracks 
at Wheelwrights Wharff, has the Eruptions of the Small Pox — 
Coll’. Dalrimple also sent Sergeant Foster to acquaint the Select- 
men with the same. D*. Whitworth wassent & confirms its being 
the Small Pox. 
_ M*. Hartley having Reported that the Widow Searles [69. | 
Clothing 1s now sufficiently smoked & cleansed, he had liberty to 
bring the same up. As also M’. Thompson his Wife & Child they 
being as you represent well cleansed from the Infection of the 
Small Pox. 
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Last Satturday M". Bangs who came in Cap‘. Rogers from Que- 
beck, had the Eruptions of the Small Pox, was sent down to 
Rainsfords Island. 

Boston Jan’. 2°. 1770 
M*. Samuel Hartley 

You haying Reported to us the the Clothing and other Things, 
belonging to M’*. Searls deceased are now well smoked & 
cleansed, you are permitted to bring them up to Boston; and as 
a Child of Sergeant Pevys is taken with the Small Pox you are to 
receive the same together with the mother of the Child and an- 
other Child at her Breast. As you have Reported M'. Thomp- 
sons his Wife & child are well cleansed they may also come up. 

By Order of the Select men 
WitiiamM Cooper Town Clerk 


P.S. Mr’. Bangs was sent down by our order last Satturday 
with the Small Pox. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Jan’. 34 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Mason. 

M’. William Pope apply’d to the Select men for liberty to open 
a Dancing & Fencing School. 

Nathan Shute an Inhabitant of Chelsea, in distressed Circum- 
stances applys to the Select men for relief. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 5, 1769 (sic). 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Mason. 

('%O.] M’'. Dolbear & M’. Greenleaff a Comm” from the Over- 
seers informs that they have chosen M’. Barret as their Sexton 
in the room of M*. Bond, who has refused buring the Poor accord- 
ing to Agreement. 

M’. Barret has liberty to bury the dead from the Almshouses, 
at the direction of the Overseers. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 6, 1769 (sic). 
Present, 

Cap’. Leighton of Schooner Elizabeth from Philadelphia, Re- 
ports that he left that City about twenty Days ago his People all 
well, has nothing on board liable to retain infection, his Lading 
consisting of Flour & Iron. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 10, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches, Mason. 

Voted, that the Hayweighers to be chosen shall pay for hire of 
the Engine £. 40 —p. Annum. 

Voted, that M’. Aaron May be & hereby is appointed to the 
Office of Weigher of Hay, in this Town. 

M’. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed to 
receive into said Hospital to be supported there at the Province 
Charge, a number of poor & sick Persons not Inhabitants of any 
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Town in this Province, nor having wherewithall to support them- 
selves, Viz' 

1769 — Octo". 21- John Spooner 

Novy’. 29- Daniel Thompson 

Octo". 20- Mary Gorman 

Ccto". 38- Mary Beacham 

Novem". 13- James Martin (a man) 
Septem’. 1- James Benningham 

[(71.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 24, 
1770 — Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock. 

Mr’. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed to re- 
ceive into said Hospital one George Carpenter a Stranger & not 
an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province nor having where- 
withall to support himself, the Order was signed by Coll. Hen- 
shaw & M*. Mason. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 29, 1770 
A.M. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Inches. 

M*. Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rainsfords Island, at- 
tended at the Selectmens Chamber, and Reports, that M'. Bangs 
who has had the Small Pox and a Negro belonging to M’. Edgar, 
have becn so well smoked and cleansed that provided a fresh shift 
is sent down to them, they may leave the Island without danger 
of communicating the Infection. 

whereupon a Letter was wrote M*. Hartley by Order of the Select 
men permitting them to leave the Island as soon as they receive 
their Clothes. 

It having been suggested by M*. Edgar that he had lost part of 
a Box of Goods, which was landed at Rainsfords Island, viz'.— 
7 pr. of Goods — Enquiry was made into this matter, when it ap- 
peared to the Select men, that M'. Hartley the Keeper of the Hos- 
pital, was entirely clear, and that it was very suspicious whether 
any more Goods had been in the Package than M*. Bryant who 
was sent down with Trunks by M". Edgar to receive & take account 
of his Goods, had made a return of — 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 29, 1770. 
P.M. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 5/4%. p. 
Bushel & that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges, Pains & Livelihood which is comput’. as follows viz‘. 


Ib. oz. dr. 
A 4*. Loaf brown Bread 3? Wheat 4 Rye meal must 
weigh 2-11- 
A 4", Ditto not above $ Indian Meal - ---+---- 3-12- 
A Bisket of a Copper price - --------+---- 5-4 


[72.] M’*. Samuel Prat appeared and acquainted the Selectmen 
that he had brought to them from Chelsea one William Dix, as be- 
longing to Boston— but the Select men refused receiving them, 
unless he had produced a Warrent for the removal, which the 


SELECTMEN’S Minutes, 1770. 55 


Selectmen of Boston expected from the Selectmen of Chelsea, as 
a measure which the Law points out. 
Boston Jan’. 29, 1770. 
Gentlemen 
This is to acquaint you that one Nathan Shute a poor Man be. 
longing to your Town is now in ‘Town, and in so distressed a sit- 
uation, that we are obliged to supply him with some necessaries, 
for the amount of which we shall apply to you for a discharge. 
By Order of the Select men 
WiLiiAM Cooper Town Clerk 
as 
the Gentlemen the Select men 
of Chelsea. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 31, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Inches, Mason. 

Ordered, that M’. Samuel Hartley have a draft on the Town 
Treasury for £.51-13-4 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’, 7, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Mr’. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was direeted Decem'. 
25, to receive into the Almshouse on the Province Account one 
Priscilla Kinnigher a sick Stranger not an Inhabitant of any 
Town inthis Province nor having wherewithall to support herself 
—the Order was signed by two of the Select men, Coll. Jackson 
& M". Mason — & Thomas Tyler Esq. an Overseer 

(73.] M’. Sam Sprague & Samuel Pratt two of the Select men 
of Chelsea appeared and informed the Select men that they had 
brought over one William Dix, who was sent to them by a Warrant 
some time since — The Selectmen finding that he was not returned 
by a Warrant, absolutely refused to receive him in any other way, 
and informed them that if he was left in this Town. they should 
apply to Chelsea for to defray any charge that he may occasion. 

M'. Thomas Curtis is desired by the Select men to take care of 
the Town Bulls, they having been well informed, that said Bulls 
have been neglected 

Coll. Jackson & M*. Mason a Committee on M". Bookers Legacy 
to poor Widows, and they are desired to bring the Executors of 
said M's. Bookers Will to an immediate Settlement. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 9, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches, Mason. 

The Comm. to wait upon M’. John Winslow, respecting M’*. 
Brooker Legacys Report that they had seen M*'. Winslow, who 
was indisposed. and that he had assured them, the Seiectmen may 
depend upon his settling with the Judge of Probate so soon as he 
is well enough to go abroad. 

Coll. Jackson & M". Mason a Committee to inspect the South 
Battery, and Report what may be necessary to be done. 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen & Justices — Feb’. 
14, 1770. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Mason. 

A Walk or Visitation of the Town Agreed upon Feb’. 14', as p. 
Account of particulars on file. 


[%4.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 14, 
1770. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 
The following was sent the Assessors — 


Gentlemen, 

Itis our Opinion that the following Persons Inhabitants of other 
Towns in this Province, ought to be taxed here for the Real Es- 
tate they Occupy, and the business they do here it being agreea- 
ble to Law — Viz'. 

James Russell Esq. 
Ralph Inman Esq. 
Joseph Palmer & Com’. 
John Boreland Esq. 
We are Gentlemen 
Your hum. servants 
JosHuA HENSHAW 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
JOHN Ruppock 
Joun Hancock 
HenpDERson INCHES 
JONATHAN MASON 
Select men of Boston 
To, 
The Assessors of the Town of Boston 
Boston, Decem". 28, 1769 


M’. W™. Putman Master of Engine N°. 4 put in his Claim 
for the Premium allowed by the Town for bringing their Engine 
to work first at the Fire which lately broke out at M*. Edes House 
near William Bullfinches drawn for. 

Voted, that he have a Draft next Draft Day. 

Passed upon M’. Hancocks Province Acco’. amounting as p. 
Copy on file to £. 12. 12 

M*. Samuel Adams a late Collector of Taxes having produced 
his Receipts from the Province Treasurer. that he had paid the 
Sum, Voted by the Town as satisfactiory for the demand made 
upon him for the balance due. 

[%5.] It was Voted, by the Selectmen, that the Town Clerk 
deliver him up the Bond, taken from him as a Collector. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 19, 1770. 
Present 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 21, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 26, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Mason. 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 27, 1770, 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Mason. 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 5/4*. p. 
Bushel and that 6%. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains & Livelihood which is computed as follows, viz'. 


Ib. oz. dr. 
a 4?, Loaf brown Bread ? Wheat 4 Rye meal must 
weigh = = = = - = = = = 2 = 2-2 + 2-11- 
a 4°, d°. not above $ Indian meal - - - - - - 3-12 
a Bisket of a Copper price- - - = - + + - = 5-4 


M’. Follings and Eyres offer as Carpenters to make what 
Carriages are wanting for the South Batterys at £4 p. Carriage 
exclusive of Iron work and painting, and Thomas Crafts Jun". to 
do the painting, & Deacon Boynton the Iron work. 

Passed upon M*. Paul Farmers Province Accounts amounting 
to £.374-10-91 & £.29- 8/ as p. Copys on File. 

Thomas Bracket approved as a Taverner in the House on the 
Neck, called the Kings Arms formerly the George Tavern, lately 
kept by M". Bowdine. 

M'. Hancock ond M’. Mason a Comm®. to get a passage to 
Hallifax for one Mary French & 2 Children & for Katharine Cuff 
& Child & Jane Tollman & Child. 


[%6.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 1°. 
1770. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pember- 
ton, Mason, 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 7, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Peinberton, 
Mason. 

— that the Town Clerk issue a Warrant for a Town Meet- 
ing to be called on Monday next being the 12 Instant at 9. OClock, 
A.M. 

Voted, that have the printing of the Notifications for 
the ensuing Town Meeting. 

a Comm. to wait on 
Town Meeting with prayer. 

The Order of Justices & Plan of New Street in Paddys Alley 
was delivered M’. Goldthwait, by order of Select men. 

Voted, that Coll®. Henshaw, Coll’. Jackson, & Maj’, Ruddock 
be a Comm. to wait upon the Lieu’. Governor & inform him that 
from sundry Reports and other Circumstances, the Jnhabitants are 
still apprehensive of danger from the Soldier in the Night season 
& therefor, to desire that he will take such order as he may think 
necessary for the safety of the Town, 

Committee Reported, that they had waited on Lien. Governor & 
proposed a Military Watch but that he declined acting upon it so 
far as to order a military Watch as it would be Reported on the 
other side of the Water that he had raised the Militia to drive the 
Soldiers out of the Town, and that it was his Opinion that Coll’. 


to desire him to open the ensuing 
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Jackson of the Boston Regiment is impowered by Law to appoint 
a Watch & that he was very willing it should be done but that he 
would see Coll®. Dalrymple & inquire of him, the grounds of those 
Reports, and that he would desire him to give such Orders rela- 
tive to both Regiments, either by confining them to their Barracks 
or disarming them, or in any other way to prevent disturbances. 


Boston Ss: At the Meeting of the Selectmen, march 14, 1770. 
Present, Ruddock, Hancock, Inches, Mason. 


[%'%.] Boston, Ss: At a Mecting of the Selectmen, March 
21,1770. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Inches, Mason. 

M"*. Bass a Sealer of Leather had two Hammers dl’d. him. 

Ordered, that the Town Clerk issue his Warr’. for a Town 
Meeting on Thursday 3. O.Clock P.M. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, march 26, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Mason. 

Ordered. that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 5/4°. p. 
Bushel and that 6%. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows, 
Viz. — 


lb. oz. dr. 
A 4°. Loaf brown Bread # Wheat 4 Rye Meal, 
must weigh - - - - - - - - = = - - 2— 11- 
a 4°. Ditto not above 4 Indian - - - - - - - 3- 12- 
a Bisket of a Copper price - - - + - + - - 5- 4 


Boston Ss: A a Meeting of the Selectmen March 28, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Mason. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 31, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Mason. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, April 2¢. 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches, Mason. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, April 4°. 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Pemberton, Mason. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, April 9, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 


[%8.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 11, 
1770. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

M’. John Kneeland informs that he had taken into his House 
about 12 Days ago one Mary Mors from Cambridge. 

M’. Samuel Pratt inform’d March 12, that he had taken on 
Deer Island one Jonathan Knoxe of Malden his Wife & Children, 
Jonathan, Honor, Elizabeth, Jemima Isabella Joseph Stephen. 

A Comm®, of the Overseers inform that one Priscilla Hayden 
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came from Braintree about 9 years past & was taken into the 
Family of Deacon Storer & was never warned out of Town, — 
& desire to know who is to defray the charge on her & children. 

Cap. Curtis of Engine N°. 8. presents Abijah Crane for an En- 
gine Man in the room of William Moore Jun". who was accepted 
accordingly. 

Coll? Henshaw received of John Grant £. 14, for one Years 
Interest of Monys being part of M*. Brookers Donation ending 
23°. March last. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, April 18, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Cap'. William Sutton of Engine N°. 7. presented Thomas Pattin 
as a suitable man for his Engine Comp” in the room of John 
Burrill deceased, and he was accordingly accepted. 

Mr’. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Alms house 
on the Province Account on Dorothy ues the Order signed 
by m"™. Pemberton & M*. Mason. 

Cap‘. Ichabod Jones apply’d for leave a open a Drain at his 
House in Cross Street. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, April 25, 1770 
Present, Henshaw. 


[(%9.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmeg, April 30, 
1770. Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Hancock, Inches, Mason. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 3/4d. p. 
Bushel and that Six Pence be allowed to the Bakers, for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood which is computed as follows viz'. 


Ib. 02. dr. 
a 4° Loaf Brown Bread 2 Wheat 4 Rye Meal, must 
weigh 2— 11- 
a 4°. Ditto not above $ Indian Meal - - - - - 8-—12- 


a Bisket of a Copper price - - - - - - - - 5-4 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 24. 1770. 
Present, Jac ,» Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 4, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Mason. 

A Precept having been received for the calling a Town Meeting 
for the choice of Representatives. 

Voted that the Town Clerk issue a Warrant for the Town 
Meeting on Tuesday next 9. O.Clock A.M. 

Coll. Henshaw and M’. Mason a Committee to wait upon D". 
Chauncey, and desire him to open the ensueing Town Meeting with 
Prayer. 

Voted, that Mess’. Fleets have the printing of Notifications for 
the ensuing Town Meeting. 

M'. Hancock motions that he have liberty for putting down 
Posts round his Estate on Tremount Street. 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 9, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

M’. Ridgway, pray’d leave to open a Common Shore [80.] In 
Cambridge Street. 

Mr’. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Alms house 
on the Province Accot. one George Gardner a Poor Person; not 
an Inhabitant, nor having wherewithall to support himself. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Muay 10, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton. 


Sir, 

We have the honor of transmitting to you by the Order of the 
Town an attested Copy of a Vote passed unanimously at their late 
annual Meeting. 

You’l allow us to express our warmest. wishes for the recovery 
of your Health and that the Community as well as all North 
America may long enjoy the benefit of your public Services. 

We are Sir 
with the greatest esteem 
Your most obed'. 
Hum. Serv® 
JosHuA HENSHAW 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
” Joun Hancock 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON 
JONATHAN Mason 
The Hon?’. James Otis Esq. 
Boston May 10, 1770. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 14, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Cap’. Symms of Ship John Galley from London which he left 
24’ March Reports, That about twelve days after he left London 
one Isaac Stevens a Seaman belonging to Milton, began to com- 
plain and soon after the Small Pox appeared upon him. [81.] 
He had it full, but was as well as could be expected during the 
continuance of the Distemper & about fourteen Days ago he was 
able to walk the Decks — That he had taken all possible care to 
clean the Vessel & prevent a communication of the Small Pox to 
the Goods on board, That he has no Goods between Decks. but 
a few Boxes of Lemmons some Chests of Oyle, and a few hhds. 
of merchandize — all his Hemp is in the Hold & Hatchway &°. well 
caullked — that he has only one Hand on board to have the Dis- 
temper whose name is John Welch — The Captain says in excuse 
for his coming up to Boston, that he did not know that there was 
a Law obliging him to inform that he had had the Small Pox on 
board as the Person taken with it was well, & he was not required 
of at the Castle, whether he had had any Distemper on board. 

Voted, that the said Ship be ordered to Rainsfords Island under 
the care of Samuel Hartley, there to remain untill further Orders 
— and that the following Letter be sent M'. Hartley. 
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Mr’. Samuel Hartley 
This will be handed to you by Cap‘. Symms of the Ship John 
Galley from London which has had the Small Pox on board — you 
are therefore directed to receive the Person who had the Distemper 
and the one who is liable to take it; what Things are between 
Decks will be put on Shore when they are to be thoroughly aired 
and cleansed, and you must well smoke and cleanse the Vessel, 
and everything you imagine likely to have any Infection — You’l 
Report to us your proceedure, when you may expect to receive our 
further Orders — 
Josnuua HENSHAW 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON 
HEN. INCHES 
Jon. Mason 
P.S. The Lemmons may be first smoked & then aired upon 
Deck without putting them on shore. 


[82.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 17, 
1770. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, 
Mason. 

M". Hartley Reports that he had followed the directions of the 
Selectmen, in cleansing & smoking Cap'. Symms’s Ship, and that 
she might now come up with safety to the Inhabitants. whereupon 
the following Letter was sent M*. Hartley 

Boston May 16, 1770 
M’. Samuel Hartley 

You having Reported to us that the Ship John Galley is now so 
well smoked and cleansed that she may come up with safety, 
Our Orders are that you receive out of the said Ship all the Cloth- 
ing Beds & Bedding belonging to the People and air them on - 
shore, and receive into the House on the Island the Person who 
had the Small Pox on board, also the Person who is liable to the 
Distemper and detain them with you, as also the Clothing &*. 
untill our further Orders, when the People and Clothing are on 
shore the Ship may come up to Town — 

By Order of the Select men 
WitiiaAm Cooper Town Clerk. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, May 23, 1770. — 
Present, Henshaw, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton. 

M'. Farmer was permitted to let a Soldiers Wife leave the 
Almshouse. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 28, 1770 
A.M. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pem- 
berton, Mason. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 28, 1770. 
Pv, 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 5/4 p. 
Bushel & that 6%. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains & Livelihood which is computed as follows, viz'. 
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Ib. 02 dF. 
a 49, Loaf Brown Bread 3 Wheat 4+ Rye meal must 
weigh 2— 11- 
a 47. ditto not above 4 Indian- -d°. - - - - - 3- 12- 
a Bisket of a Copper price - - - - - - - - - 5- 4 


[83.] M*. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the 
Almshouse on the Province Account, one John Kaycas (?) a sick 
Stranger who is not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province 
neither has he wherewithall to support himself. Order signed by 
Coll. Henshaw and Coll®. Jackson, Select men & the Hon’*. 
Royal Tyler, an Overseer. 

M’. Edward Hollyday presented his Town & County Treasurers 
Receits for the money Collected by him for 1768, where upon 
Voted, that he have a draft for his Premium at the rates Voted 
by the Town amounting in the whole to £. 74— 7°. 

Ordered, that the Town Clerk deliver M*. Hollyday his Bonds 
for 1768. 

Voted, that M’. Hartley permit one John Welch who came in 
Cap'. Symms, to come up to Boston, he having Reported that 
there is no danger of Infection & the Clerk directed to write 
M'. Hartley accordingly. 

A Draft order’d for M*. Cooper Clerk, for £. 20 —— 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 24, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Pemberton, Mason. 

A Precept having been directed to the Selectmen by the Hon?!, 
Thomas Cushing Esq. Speaker, for the choosing a Person to rep- 
resent tlis Town in the General Assembly the present Sessions in 
the room of the Hon’®. James Bowdoin Esq. elected into his 
Majestys Council. 

Voted that the Town Clerk issue a Warr‘. fora Town Meeting 
on Wednesday the 6'. Day of June Ins‘. 

Voted, that Coll. Jackson & M'. Pemberton be a Committee to 
wait upon Rev¢. M’. Pemberton & desire him to open the Meeting 
with prayer. 

Voted, that Mess". Edes & Gill have the printing of the Notifi- 
cations for the ensuing Town Meeting. 


[84.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 6 
1770. — Present, Jackson, Pemberton. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, June 12, 1770. — 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Mason. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 20, 1770 — 
Present, Hon’, J. Henshaw Esq., Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, 
Mason. / 

M’. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse on 
the Province Acco‘. one Mary Joyce & her Child being a Stranger 
& not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province, nor having 
wherewithall to support herself. Order signed by Joseph Jackson 
& Jonathan Mason, Selectmen, and John Gore Overscer. 
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Passed upon D*. Myles Whitworths Province Account amount- 
ing to £30 — 12/ as p. Acco'. to be put on file. 

Passed upon Dr’. Samuel Danforths Province acco’. am'. to 
£, 18- 13- 4-- asp. Acco'. to be put on file. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 27. 1770. 
Present, Joseph Jackson Esq., Joshua Henshaw, Esq’., M*. Hen- 
derson Inches, Jon’. Mason, Samuel Pemberton Esq., John Rud- 
dock Esq., John Hancock Esq. 

Voted, that Joshua Henshaw Esq. Joseph Jackson Esq. & Jon’. 
Mason be a Committee for Building a Wharf at the Province Hos- 
pitall at West Boston. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, June — 1770. 

Voted, that there be a visitation of the Free Schools in this 
Town on Wednesday the 4‘. of July next, & that the following 
Gentlemen be invited to accompany the Selectmen therein, and 
that they be notified to attend at the Selectmens Chamber at 8. 
OClock in the morning [85.] of said Day, in order to proceed on 
the visitation 


Thomas Hutchinson M’. Edward Payne 
The Hon” John Irving John Scollay Esq. 
James Bowdoin The Rev". Charles Chauncy D.D. 
Thomas Hubbard Mather Byles DD. 
Harrison Gray Andrew Eliot D.D. 
Royal Tyler Samuel Cooper D.D. 
James Pitts Eben’. Pemberton 
John Temple Esq. Samuel Mather 
Thomas Temple Esq. Penuel Bowen 

Thomas Cushing Simeon Howard 
Andrew Oliver M'. Rufus Green 

The Representatives of the Town Cap‘. John Bradford 
The Overseers of the Poor M*. Timothy Fitch 
Richard Dana Esq. Capt. Onesip*. Tileston 
William Phillips Esq. M’. Benjamin Eustis 
M’. Gilbert Harrison Nathaniel Balston Esq. 
Doctor Warren M*. Thomas Grenough 
Cap‘. Heath Artiller M". Joshua Blanchard 
Lieu’. Martin Gay Cé y Benjamin Austin Esq. 
Ensign Clark ; Cap‘. Phillips 

Rev*. M’. John Morehead Isaac Smith Esq. 
Andrew Crosswell Thomas Gray Esq. 

M’. Stillman John Rowe Esq. 
Ezekiel Goldthwait Esq. M*. Henry Liddel 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, July 7, 1770.— 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches, Mason. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 5/4 p. 
Bushel and that Six Pence p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for 
their Charges Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows 
viz. 
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Ib. Ome Or. 

a 47, Loaf Brown Bread 2 Wheat 1 Rye meai must 
vie Coa Hele BS Ss eS ie ST Saeki a he be Dice 
a 4¢. ditto, not above 4 Indian meal - - - - - 8-12- 
a Bisket ofa Copper price ~~ %-" =" - - =" + - 5-4 


Voted, that the Town Clerk issue a Warrant for a Town Meet- 
ing Tuesday next being the 10’ Ins‘. 9. O’Clock A.M. 

Voted, that Mess’. Edes and Gill have the printing of the Noti- 
fications. 

[86.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, July 25, 
1770. Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Mason, Inches, Ruddock. 


Boston Ss; At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 30, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 
The Select men direct that M*’. Ruggles have all his Bonds to 
three years — M’*. Salters for the year 1768 & before 
M'. Savages to the year 1768 
Voted at a Meeting, that William White have a draft in p‘'. for 
paving, for £. 15. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Aug. 1“, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, Mason. 
passed upon several accounts. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Aug. 6, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Coll’. Jackson & Maj’. Ruddock, a Comm® to examine into the 
Circumstances of Dock Square. 

List of Persons Licensed on file. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Aug*. 8, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches. 

An Order was pass’d Sign’d by M". Hancock & M’. Pemberton to 
M'. Paul Farmer to Receive into the Almshouse Jack & Edw* Dunn 
Two Children & take care of them — & the Selectmen will here- 
after determine whether they are to be at the Expense of the 
Province or ‘Town. 

An order pass’d Sign’d by M*™. Hancock & M’. Inches to M’. 
Paul Farmer to Receive into the Almshouse on the Province 
acco*®. Mary M°*.Carthy a poor person in distress’d Circumstances, 
& not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province. 

Ordere’d that the Town Clerk be directed to make out a Lease 
of the Town’s Land or Buildings on Boston Neck North side for 
five years to M*. Enoch Brown to Commence 25 March Last 1770. 

(Clerk out of Town on publick Business.) 


[8%.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Aug* 10, 
1770. Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton. 

Upon a Petition Sign’d by Sundry Inhabitants of Boston, pray- 
ing that the Freeholders & others Inhabitants of the Town of - 
Boston may be conven d to Take into Consideration the Expedi- 
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ency of widening & Enlarging the Passage way leading from the 
North part of Faneuil Hall Market, into Ann Street «ce. 

It was Voted that a Warrant be Issued for Assembling the In- 
habitants on Monday next 13 Ins‘. 1 o’Clock P.M. 

Voted that Mess™. Fleets have the printing the Notifications. 

(mem?. the Town Clerk was out of Town on public Business.) 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Aug. 15, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Mason. 

Ordered, that the Assize of bread be set at Wheat at 5/4 p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows Viz'. 


ib. oz. dr. 
A 4%. Loaf Brown Bread ? Wheat 1 Rye Meal must 
weigh -------+--+---2--++------- 2-11-— 
A 4%, d°. not above § Indian Meal must weigh - - - 3-12 
Bisket of a Copper price --------+------- 5- 4 


William M°.faddin appointed to the care of of the South Burying 
place till further Orders. 

Ordered that the Town Clerk be directed to issue a Warrant 
for a Town Meeting on Monday the 20' Ins’. 3. O'Clock P.M. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Aug’. 22%., 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Mason. 

Mary Walker an indigent sick Woman sent to the Almshouse on 
the Province Charge July 25, 1770 

Signed by Joseph Jackson & Samuel Pemberton. 


Boston Ss. At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Aug*. 234., 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Inches. 


(88.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Aug’. 27 
1770. Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Hancock. 

Hannah Simpson a poor sick Stranger was sent to the Alms- 
house on the Province Charge the 6‘ of August Instant. 

Order to M*. Farmer to receive her signed by Coll. Jackson & 
Major Ruddock. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat 5/4 p. bushel 
and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their Charges 
Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows. Viz". 


ibs. O24, ar. 
A 4%. Loaf Brown Bread # Wheat 4 Rye Meal, must 
weigh ; phage 
A 4*. ditto not above 4 Indian meal must weigh 3-12- 
A Bisket of a Copper Price 5- 4 


Passed upon John Fosters Province Account amounting in the 
whole to £.1-4—4— as p. Copy of the Account on file 

M’. Burdick Constable of the Dock Watch applys to the Select- 
men for some Repairs to the Watch House 

Coll. Jackson and M’. Hancock a Comm to order the necessary 
Repairs. 


e 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, August 29, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches. 

Coll. Jackson & M’. Ruddock a Committee to order some Re- 
pairs to the Hospital at New Boston. 

Voted, that John Hutchinson have a draft for 2.15, in p*‘. of 
Paying Works Agreed at the rate of 6/ p. yard they to dig up the 
old Pavements, and to lay the new Paveinents. 

Voted, that the Town Clerk have a draft on the Treasurer for 
£.20. 

Passed upon Ebenezer Wales’s Province Acco'. am‘. to £.5. 12/ 
as p. Copy of Account on File. 

Passed upon Bowles & Leechs’s Province Acco'. amt. to £.1. 06, 
as p. Copy of Acco’. on File. 


[89.] M’. Jenkins of Engine N°. 3. presents Nathaniel Tid- 
marsh as an Engine Man for his Company in the room of Henry 
Leadbetter who has left the Town. 

Voted. that M". Tidmarsh be accepted as an Engine man in said 
Company. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem’. 3%., 1770. 
Present Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Septem". 5, 1770. 
Present. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen Septem’. 11, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Inches, Mason. 

Passed upon Samuel Hartleys Province Account. amounting to 
£. 21 -—121- as p. Copy on file. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Septem’. 17, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Inches, Mason. 

Voted, that the Town Clerk issue a Warrant for conv ening the 
Inhabitants in Faneuil Hall on Thursday the 20’ Ins‘. 3 QO’ Clock 
PM, 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem". 19, 1770. 
Present, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton. 

M*. Samuel Breck took on hire the Store belonging to the Town, 
situated opposite the Golden Ball, lately let to M’. Gardner. 

Thomas Uran of Engine N°. 4 appointed Master of said Engine 
in the room of M’. Putnam and the Clerk is directed to make out 
his Orders. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem’. 24, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Henshaw, Pemberton, Mason. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 5 / p. 
bush; & that 6%. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains & livelihood which is computed as follows, Viz'. 


oz. dr. 
a 44. Loaf Brown Bread 3 Wheat + Rye meal must 
weigh 2-11- 
a 44, Ditto not above 5 Indian meal must weigh - 38-12- 
a Bisket of a Copper price — - - - - - 4-15 
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[90.] Mr. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Alms 
house to be supported at the Province Charge one Michael Som- 
mers a sick Person not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province 
nor haying where withall to support herself (sic). Selectmen, 
Coll. Jackson & M*. Pemberton. 

M'. Paul Farmer was directed the 5' of Septem’. last to receive 
into the Almshouse on the Province Charge one Mary Gorman a 
sick Woman not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province nor 
having wherewithall to support herself. 

Passed, upon M". Paul Farmers Province Accounts amounting 
to £. 364-5-845 & £. 28-5-74-as p. Copys on file. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem". 26, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Mary Maccarty now in the Alms house with her Infant Child, 
haying applied to the Selectmen for some assistance in her return 
to Canada by Land. Voted that she have Six Dollars advanced 
to her on the Province Account. 

M*. Paul Farmer was directed the 3°. Ins‘. to receive into the 
Alms house on the Province Charge a Child named George Son of 
John Porbis a Grenadier of the 14’ Regiment and on the 224. 
Inst.’ he was directed to receive Francis M*. Daniel, a poor Stranger, 
neither being Inhabitants of any Town in this Province nor having 
wherewithall to support themselves. 

Mess. ‘Torrey and Bass two of the Town Tanners appeared and 
complained that the Butchers who Lease Stalls in the Market, 
have not complied with the Conditions of their Leace by with- 
holding the Hides of the Cattle brought into the Market. 

The Selectmen having been informed, that it was Reported, 
that the Soldiers at Castle William have a bad Fever among them 
& that the Sick are sent up to the Hospital in the Common, M'. 
Williston was directed to desire D'. Hall Surgeon of the Regim*. 
to attend the Selectmen. 

[91.] Upon application made by M*. Hartley Keeper of the 
Hospital at Rainsfords Island, that some-Repairs may be ordered 
for the House. 

M". Honnywell was directed to go down and also M’*. Tod, to 
see what was necessary to be done of Carpenters & Masons work. 

M*. Giles Brewer Jun’. appointed one of the Comp’. for Engine 
N°. 4 in the room of M*. Putman the late Master and Thomas 
Uran is appointed Master. 


Bost. Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem". 29, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Inches, Mason, 

M". Thomas Parker entered a Complaint against M". Samuel 
Holbrook master of the South Writing School, for giving his Son 
as he says an unreasonable Correction. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, October 1, 1770. 
Present Jackson, Pemberton. 

D'. Benjamin Church informs that a Child at Nurse at one 
Rexs’s at Wheelers Point, has what he apprehends to be the 
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Small Pox whereupon D*. Whitworth was desired to examine 
the Child who accordingly did it and Reported, that it was his 
Opinion the Child had not the Small Pox. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo’. 3%. 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches. 

M*. John Field applys for liberty to ‘put down a Sign Post 
against his House in Corn Hill. 

M’. Hunniwell who went to view the Hospital at Rainsfords 
Island Reports, That the back Cellar should be taken down 18 feet 
& rebuilt, the Chimnies to be plaster’d round from the Roof to the 
Garret Floor— the backs of several Chimnies & Harths want 
mending — & that the Walls want white washing & y° wing to 
be rebuilt. Garrets to be painted. 

M*. Tod Reports, that the Barn wants shingling on both sides — 
the Well House on one side wants shingling & the Clap board 
mending — an out side Door to the Well house & one Window — 
a pair Cellar Doors for the Well house — Necessary House Re- 
pairs — Small Jobs inside the House — Water Tables round the 
Walls — Wheather Boards — [92.] Repairs for Hospital House 
— two p*. Cellar Doors, Spouts at North side of the House — one 
Trunk —4 Sashes & Glasing — Ware house wants battening — 
Frame wants brasing — Water Tables for Hospital — Shingling 
to be mended — Rails for Turret, & a Scuttle —a Pump wants 
12 feet —Centry Doors to be mended —Garden Fences to be 
mended — Platform of the Wharff to be mended — Sundry odd 
Jobs inside the House — a Trench upon back of the House. 

M*. Todd & M*. Hunniwell were directed to go to Rainsfords 
Island and perform the necessary works. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, October 10, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Passed upon William Todds Province Account, for the Repairs 
of Hospital at New Boston, amounting as p. Copy of Account on 
file— to £. 146-0-94- 

The Town Clerk was directed agreeable to a Vote of the Town 
to issue Notifications (a Warr’. to the Constable to dispense 
them) of the Adjournment of their late Meeting and the Business 
then to come before the Town. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, October 13, 1770. 
Present, Mess". Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton. 

The Tanners appeared when the Butchers who hold Stalls in 
the Market, were sent for by the Select men, to answer to the 
Complaints of the Tanners, that they had witheld from them the 
Hydes they were obliged by their leases to Supply them with. — 
when the Bouchers promissed to make good the Hydes & Bryant 
that he would keep the Market clear. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, October 17, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Mason. 
M’. Ruddock motioned that the Selectmen would view M"*. 
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Atkins’s Wall now carrying up on Middle Street, as it is appre- 
hensive that he had incroached upon the Street. 

M’*. Enoch Brown is directed to order the spreading of Stones 
on both sides of the Neck. 


[93.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo". 
24,1770. Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Mason. 

Application made by M*. Hunt, M*. Bulfinch, M*. Goldthwait 
& M". Thayer, that they may have the Sealing of Wood on those 
Wharffs, which were assigned the late M’. Gardner. 

M*. Abigail Stoneman applys to the Selectmen for leave to 
open a Coffe house at M’. Stones Tavern and also for their ap- 
probation of her as a Tavern keeper in said House called the 
Royal Exchange Tavern. 

D’. Noyes applys for liberty to open a Drain from his own 
House into the Common Shore — Liberty granted upon the usual 
terms. 

M’. Hall Wharfinger complains to the Selectmen, that the 
High Way near M’*. Hollowells Ship Yard, is become almost im- 
passable. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Oct. 29th; 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches. 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 3/8 p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges, Pains and Livelihood which is computed as follows, Viz*. 


a 4¢,.Loaf Brown Bread ? Wheat 4 Rye meal, 


must weigh ---------------------- 2 —11 
a 4°, ditto not above $ Indian Meal must weigh - 38 — 12 
a Bisket of a Copper prices - ------------- 4-15 


Cap’. Ruddock appointed to order Repairs to the North Watch 
House. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo". 31, 1770. 
Present, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Ge Payne, Miller applys to the Selectmen for liberty to open 
his Drain before his House in Back Street, Liberty was Sata 
upon the usual terms. 

M’. Sharp master of Engine N°. 2, applys for the Premium 
allowed by the Town for bringing his Engine to work first on the 
Fire at a House in Charter Street last Fast Day: 

Voted, that he havea draft for his Premium. 

(94.] Agreed with the Proprietors of the Grist Mills that 
the Pavement adjoining the Draw Bridge shall be taken up and 
raised near the Draw Bridge, and if it shall appear that the Pro- 
prietors, are to pay such Charges. Deacon Tudor engaged for 
them with the Selectmen that it should be done. 

M’. Baker and also Cap’. Green apply’d to the Selectmen for 
M*. Gordens place of Sealer of Wood. 

M’. Parker apply’d to the Select men for the place of Sealer of 
Wood in the room of Mr. Gardner lately deceased. 

Major Furnace apply’d for the like favor, 
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Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Novem". 7, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton. 

M'. Syrcomb applys to the Selectmen for the repairs of the 
Bridge over the Common Shore near his House at New Boston. 

The Selectmen have agreed to view M*. Atkins Wall half after 
12 OClock, Tomorrow Fore Noon. 

Passed upon Deacon Joseph Robys Province Acco. amounting 
to £. 5-14-§ as by Copy on file. 

Coll. Jackson & M*. Pemberton Appointed a Committee to 
view the Bridge over the Common Shore near M". Syrcombs ~ 
House. ; 

M’. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse on 
the Province Charge one John M*.Gee a poor lame Stranger not 
an Inhabitant of the Province nor having wherewithall to support 
himself. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Novem’. 10, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches. 

M"*. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse to 
be supported at the Province Charge one Benjamin Price a sick 
Stranger not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province nor 
haying wherewithall to support himself —John Hancock, Samuel 
Pemberton [sq. 


[9%.]* Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Novem- 
ber 10, 1770. Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches. 

Boston November 10, 1770 
Sir, 

I am directed by the Select men to acquaint you that they 
depend upon your coming to Town as soon as possible that you 
may in conjunction with M’. Quincy prepare for the tryal of the 
Soldiers, and that they make no doubt of your exerting yourself 
to the utmost that a fair & impartial inquisition may be made for 
blood. A person is appointed to attend M’. Quincy and yourself 
in the collecting of Evidences. 

I am 
Sir 
Your most Hum. Serv® 
WiLLiAM CoopER 
Robert Treat Paine Esq. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Novem’. 12, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Inches, Mason. 

Voted, that M’. John Hunt have the Place of Measurer of 
Wood, in the District which was assigned the late M". Gardner’s 
and that the Town Clerk make out his Orders as Measurer for 
that District. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Novem". 14, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 
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The Widow Fitch prays liberty to open a Drain from her House 
to the Common Shore at the back of M'*. Greenleaffs House, 
Smiths Lane, in order to clear the same —And Liberty was 
granted. 

M’. Thayer prays for M’. Halls & Kings Wharff to be added to 
his District 

A number of the Inhabitants near the South Battery attended, 
and acquainted the Select men that the Warehouses at Wheel- 
wrights Wharff, have as they are informed, been taken up as 
[98.] an Hospital, which they apprehending will greatly expose 
the Inhabitants to Infectious Distemper —therefore praying that 
the Selectmen would take this matter under consideration, that 
some method may be taken to avert the evil. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 21, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, Mason. 

M". Cunningham applys for Assistance to be afforded a Person 
who lodges in her House named Edward Cane, he being a 
Stranger, & not having wherewithall to support himself. 

Coll. Jackson appointed to let the Towns Warehouse now 
empty. 

Four Jurymen for the Superior Court in the room of twelve 
who are dismissed, were this Afternoon drawn out of the Box by 
virtue of a new Venire. 

Let the Towns Warehouse near M’. Rowes, to M*. James 
Blackie at £.20 — Sterling p. Annum he to pay the Taxes. 

Voted, that the Selectmen will make a new Division of the 
Districts assigned for the Sealers of the Wood. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Novem". 22%. 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Ten Jurymen for the Superior Court by virtue of a new Venire 
dated this Day, were drawn out of the Jury Box. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, November 25", 
1770. Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Inches, 
Mason. 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 5/8 p. 
bushel, and that 6%. p. Bushel, be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood which is computed as follows 
Viz. 


Ib, oz. dr. 
A 4*, Loaf Brown Bread ? Wheat 4 Rye meal must 
weigh 2- 11- 
A 4°, ditto, not above $ Indian must weigh 3- 13- 
A Basket of a Copper price - - - - - = = - 4— 15 


[99.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Novem". 
28, 1770. Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Voted, that M". Cooper the Clerk have a Draft on the Treasurer 
for Twenty Pounds. 

M"*. Paul Fariner Keeper of the Alms house directed to receive 
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one Edward Cane a sick Stranger not an Inhabitant of any Town 
in this Province nor having wherewithall to subsist himself — Mr’. 
Hancock & M'. Mason signed the Order. 

The Clerk is directed to get out of M". Hartley’s Acco‘. what 
helongs to the Proviuce. 

Voted, that the South Watch be dismissed, and that Capt. 
Martin be appointed Constable of the other South Watch in the 
room of Cap‘. Bradford — & the Clerk is directed to make out his 
Orders. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem". 5, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Coll. Jackson & Maj’. Ruddock appointed to examine & meas- 
ure the paving work done by M*. Hutchinson. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem’. 12, 1770. 
Present, Henshaw, Jackson, Ruddock,’ Hancock, Pemberton, 
Inches, Mason. 

A Petition of a number of Inhabitants, that the South Watch 
near the Fortifications lately laid down may be again set up. 

Passed upon Cap‘. Woods Province Account amounting as p. 
Copy on file to £. 8. 8-Sterling. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem’. 19, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, “Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Miser 

[100.] M’. Paul Farmer was directed by two of the Select- 
men viz'. Mr’. & Mr’. to receive into the Alms- 
house on the Province charge one Moses M°.Intosh, who is a 
Stranger and not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province 
neither has he wherewithall to support himself — (Mem?. the Order 
was not delivered) 

M*. C. E.S. Estey presented his Petition to ae Selectmen pray- 
ing that he may be permitted to teach the French language in this 
Town — said Estey is a Prussian by Birth, and came last from 
New Haven — not allowed. 

M’. Williston was directed to order the several Collectors of 
Taxes to be at the Selectmens Chamber on Wednesday next. 

The Selectmen having considered the Petition for continuing the 


Watch near the Fortification.— Voted, that the further considera- _ 


tion be referred to next Wednesday. 

M’. Williston is directed to shut the Market at One O’Clock 
every Day except Lords Days. 

Coll. Jackson & M*'. Hancock & MT". Inches a Comm”. to remove 
the Nusances from the market. 

M'. Pemberton & M*. Mason a Comm®. on D*. Warrens Prov- 
ince Accoun*, 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem’. 26, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 
Mr. Abraham Savage a Collector of Taxes for 1770 — presents 
Mess". Nathaniel Green and Archibald M°.Neil as his Bondmen. 
Voted, that they be accepted. 
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M. Edward Hollyday Collector of Taxes for 1770 — presents 
M’. John Winslow & M*. Harmonees Brimmer as his Bondsmen. 

Voted, that they be accepted. 

M’. Benjamin Henderson Collector of Taxes for 1770 presents 
Mess"™. Job Prince and Edward Carnes as his Bondsmen. 

Voted, that they be accepted. 

[101.] Mv’. Sampson Salter Collector of Taxes for 1770 pre- 
sents M*. Thomas Parker and M*. Daniel Rea as his Bondsmen. 

Voted, that they be accepted. 

Coll. Henshaw is appointed to direct M*. Curtis the Hayward as 
to the disposal of the Bulls. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen Decem’. 31, 1770. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Mason. 

The Hon’*. Royal Tyler Esq. informs the Selectmen that he has 
taken into one of his Houses as a Tenant, William Hill & Family 
who came last from Dorchester. 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/ p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and livelihood, which is computed as follows — Viz‘. 


Ib. oz. dr. 
A 4*. Loaf Brown Bread 2 Wheat 4 Rye Meal must 
RVG elo pe OMe ea pels nai oa a ibm im min mh SONG EERE 
A 4%. Ditto not above $ Indian meal must weigh - - ‘+ ‘é ¢ 
ebisiketsol a COpper Plice <. sem ye = ea ay CP SE 


M’. Otis Keeper of the County Jayl informs that there is one 
David D’Artey an Irish man in Jayl who is sick & in suffering cir- 
cumstances but not held in Custody by any Writ, the one upon 
wnich he was committed being discharged by the Creditor on 
account of his illness. 

M’. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse to 
be supported at the Charge of the Province one David D’Artey a 
sick Stranger not an Inhabitant of any Town of this Province nor 
having where withall to support himself — Order signed by Coll’. 
Jackson and M’. Mason. 

The Widow Maverick informs that there is at her House one 
Cambridge an old Negro Man lately owned by the Widow Thorn- 
ton who is now deceased; and that the said Negro is sick and 
unable to do anything for his support. 

M’. Balston, Brother to the Widow Thornton, refuses to afford 
any assistance. 


[102.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, January 
2°. 1771. Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

M". Daniel Barker informs the Select men that he has lately 
taken into his House as a Tenant one Micah Allen, who has a 
Wife and one Child; he came from Braintree about two years ago 
and has lived in a House of Deacon Collins’s near the new North 
Church — also that the aforenamed Micah Allen has taken into 
his House one Charity Twiss, lived last at the Eastward in a place 
called Manes Point, Sheepscot River. 
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Mem?®. M". Dana was allowed in his Acco. for which he had a 
draft 12/ lawful money — when it should have been charged to 
Brookers Donation. 

Voted, that for the future their draft Day, shall be on the last 
Wednesday of every month. 

Passed upon D*. Joseph Warrens Province Account amounting 
to £. 198 — 2 - 4 —as p. Copy. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, January 9, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 
The following was sent the Assessors. 


Gentlemen 
It is our Opinion that the following Persons Inhabitants of 
other Towns in this Province, ought to be taxed here for the Real 
Estate they Occupy, an the business they do here, it being agree- 
able to Law, Viz‘. 
The Hon?*, James Russell, Esq. 
Ralph Inman, Esq. 
Joseph Palmer & Comp’. 
Patrick M°. Masters 
John Head 
Elisha Doane, Esq. 
Archibald Bowman, 
John Short. 
We are 
Gentlemen 
Your hum. Serv®. 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
Joun Ruppock 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON 
Hrnperson INCHES 
JONATHAN Mason 
Selectmen of Boston 
To 
The assessors of the Town of Boston, 
Boston December 28, 1770. 


[103.] The Town Clerk is directed to get from the Secretary 
an Order for the money granted by the General Court to the Town 
on Acco‘. of Charges in sending a Packet &°. with a Narration 
of the late Massacre. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 16, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Passed upon Joseph Jackson Esq. Province Account, amount- 
ing to £. 18-8-7 as p. Copy on file. | 

Passed upon Joseph Newells, Province Account amounting to 
Three Pounds one Shilling — as p. Copy on file. 

Passed upon Thomas Hubbard Esq. Province Acco‘. amounting 
to £.7-8-9- as p. Copy on file. 

Mem’. to enquire of M™. Slate relative to one Esther Burgain a | 
Child at Roxbury, 


SELECTMEN’S MINUTES, 1771. f(s: 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, January 234. 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

William Sutton, Master of Engine N°. — apply’d. to the Select- 
men for the Premium allowed by the Town for bringing their En- 
gine to work first upon the Fire which broke out lately near D'. 
Sewalls Meeting House — Consideration referred. 

Co". Abijah Willard of Lancaster. 

Cap’. James Richardson of Leominster, are proposed by Mt. 
John Winslow Exu’. tom™. Brookers Will as Bondsmen for 
Money let to M'. Hanscall deceased, who had Two hundred 
Pounds lawful money of said Brookers Donation. 

Passed upon William Todds Province Account amounting to 
£. 37-9-8- as p. Copy on file. 

Passed upon Richard Hunnywells Province Account amounting 
to £. 14-19-8- as p. Copy on file. 


[104.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 
30,1771. Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at6/ p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows — 
Viz. 


Ib. Oz. dr. 

A 4*, Loaf of Brown Bread ? Wheat + Rye meal must 
weigh 234 
4 49. ditto not above 4 Indian Meal must weigh R= 


A Bisket of a Copper price. 


The Tanners who Leased the Towns Slaughter House this day 
delivered up the Key to the Selectmen. 

The Tanners attended and complained as they had often done, 
that the Butchers who hire Stalls in the market refuse letting 
them have the Hydes of the Creatures they kill notwithstanding 
their Agreement with the Selectmen. 

M"*. Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed to receive 
into the Almshouse on the Province Charge one Mary Thompson, 
& Child, she being a poor Person and not of this Province nor 
having wherewithall to support herself. 

Order signed by Coll’. Jackson & M’. Hancock — 

Passed upon Richard Boyntons Province Account amounting to 
£.1- 14- 1- as p. Copy. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 7, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Passed upon M’. Samuel Harris’s Province Account amounting 
as p. Copy to £. 8- 19- 44 

Mem’. William White & Comp’. had a draft in Novem’. last for 
£.38- 1- 11-— more than was due to him. 

[105.] M*. Paul Farmer was directed to deliver Jacob 
Swarter a poor Person not an Inhabitant of any Town of this 
Province two Shirts and one under Woolen Jacket — signed by 
Coll®, Jackson & M'. Pemberton. 
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[The Selectmen received of —] 

M*. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Alms house was directed to re- 
ceive into the Alms house to be supported at the Province Charge 
one Robert Patterson a Stranger and not an Inhabitant of any 
Town in this Province, being Poor & having lost the use of his 
Right Arm on the 5 of March last in the Massacre made by the 
Soldiers. 

Mem?®. Order dated 30. Jan’. last & signed by M*. Hancock 
& M’. Mason. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 134, 1771. 
Present, Jackson; Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Mem?. M’*. Eunice Perry who lived with D*. Cutter is pro- 
posed as a suitable Person to receive part of M’. Bookers Dona- 
tion — 

Passed upon Ebenezer Wales’s Province Account amounting as 
p- Copy on file to £. 8— 12- 

Received of John Winslow Esq. Twenty four Dollars which 
with 16 he distributed makes Forty Dollars for which the Select- 
men gave a Receit dated January last, as Received in p'. of M™. 
Brookers Donation to poor Widows— Distributed as follows, 
viz". 

By John Winslow — viz’. — 


Prudence Delaplace - - - - - 4 Dollars 
Elizabeth Patterson - . - - - Ave des 
Mary Ann Leblond - - - . - 2S aa 
Ellen Fowle~ - - - ° . ° ee 


16. Dollars. 
By the Select men, Viz*. 


Dollars. Dollars. 
Widows Fowls- - - 2 Widows Hicks - - 2 
Winter: .=2"-) 22 Lee Ape ey’ 
Colman - - 2 Brooks - - 2 
M°.Cloud- - 2 Eunice Perry 2 
Nichols - - 2 Rachel White 2 
Olive? sA-See ue Maverick - 2 24 


40 Dollars 
[106.] Cap’. Curtis of Engine N°. 8, presented Josiah 
Wheeler as an Engine man for his Company in the room of Joln 
Hinckley. 


Ata Meeting of the Justice Overseers & Selectmen on Feb’. 
11— A Walk or visitation of the Town was agreed upon this 
Day, as p. account of particulars on file. 

M*". Mays the Hay weigher was sworn by Mr. Justice Ruddock. 

The Town Clerk to get one doz. of the By-Law Books. 

Boston: Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 20, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Mason. 

Application made by a number of Inhabitants for the use of 
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Faneuil Hall on March 5—an oration in commemoration of the 
Massacre last March being intended. 
(Motion Withdrawn) 
M*. Hancock has liberty to continue y® Row of Trees from 
before his house and also Posts the extent of his bounds. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 27, 1771. — 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Mason. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/ p. 
bushel and that 6 p. Busiiel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and livelihood, which is computed as follows, 
Viz". 

a 4° Loaf of Bread 3 Wheat + Rye meal must weigh og 

a 4%. Ditto not above $ Indian must weigh- - - - S25 

a Bisket of a Copper price- - - - - - - - - Cpe 


Passed upon several Accounts —. 

M*. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed to re- 
ceive into the Almshouse Decem". 27, One Hugh O’Briant a 
stranger & not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province who 
has not wherewithall to support himself. Order signed by M’. 
Hancock & M*. Pemberton. 

(10%.] Passed upon John Burroughs Province Account 
amounting to £. 5- 16- 10- as p. Copy on file. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 5, 1771. 
Present, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, Mason. 

M’. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Alms house a 
poor Person, named James Hyde, he being sick and unable to 
support himself. Order signed by M*. Ruddock & Hancock, 
Selectmen & M'. Greenleaff. 

Voted, that a Warrant be issued for a Town Meeting Monday 
next. 

Voted, that Capt. Ruddock & M'. Hancock be a Committee to 
desire M*. Mather to pray. 

Voted, that Edes and Gill have the printing of the Notifications. 

M'. Hancock a Comm. to examine Granary Acco*. 

Passed upon M*. Paul Farmers Accounts amounting as p, 
Copys on file to £. 356- 10- 5/4 & 27- 7- 9- they were passed on 
the 27 Ultimo, but not signed till this Day. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, March 31, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/ p. - 
bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and livelihood, which is computed as follows — 
Viz‘. 


fb. oz. adr. 
a 4°. Loaf of Bread ? Wheat, } Rye meal must 
ce sks ish elie names eae ata eee 
a 4° Ditto not above $ Indian must weigh - - aa 6 


a Bisket of a Copper price- - - - - = = 
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Coll’. Jackson & Major Ruddock a Comm® to attend at the 
Probate Office on M". Brookers Executors Account. 

{108.] M*. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the 
Almshouse to be supported at the Province Charge one James 
Connor his Wife and two Children, they being Strangers and not 
Inhabitants of any ‘Town in this Province nor having wherewith - 
all to support themselves. Order signed by Coll. ‘Jackson and 
M*. Hancock. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, March 20, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Storer. 

Coll. Jackson in the Chair. 

The Clerk is directed to prepare a Petition relative, to the re- 
moval of the Powder House agreeable to a Vote of the Town at 
March Meeting, and to lay the same before the Selectmen next 
Wednesday. 

Passed upon Mr’. Samuel Hartleys Province Acco‘. amounting 
as p. Copy on file to £.13-12-8. 

Mr’. Hancock is allowed to restore the Banks at the front of his 
Dwelling House. 

M". Hancock & Pemberton a Committee to inclose the Common 
agreable to Order of the Town. 

The Clerk to publish agreeable to a Vote of the Town relative 
to the Common. 

Co". Jackson and M". Hancock a Committee to order Repairs to 
the Towns Ware-house adjoining M’. Rowes. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen March 22%. 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Storer. 

M’. James Lovel having informed the Selectmen that he appre- 
hended he should not be able to deliver the Oration on Tuesday 
the 2°. of April. 2°. for reasons expressed in his Letter to the 
Chairman. M'. Pemberton & Storer appointed a Committee to 
inform Mr’. Lovel, that they can by no means excuse him from 
that service. 


[109.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 
27,1771. Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, 
Storer. 

Coll®’. Jackson in the Chair. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 5 16 p. bushel 
and that 64 p- bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their Charges 
Pains and livelihood, which is computed as follows, Viz’. — 


a 4*, Loaf Bread 3 Wheat 1 Rye Meal must weigh OA se 
a 4, Ditto not above 3 Indian Meal must weigh os = 
a Bisket of a Copper price wrt trees = 


A Petition of James Connor praying that he may have the com- 
mon allowance, for Persons sent to the Almshouse on the Province 
Account, while for reasons given he does not go into said Hos- 
pital; also praying a passage may be found him & Family, for 
Ireland or England, was read and considered, — whereupon — 
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Voted, that M*. Hancock be a Committee to provide a Passage 
for said Connor his Wife and Child, and that Ten Guineaes be 
allowed M*. Hancock for that purpose. 

M". Lewis offers to take the whole of the Towns Lands on the 
East side of the Neck at the rate of £.36 p. Annum. 

M". Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse on 
the Province Account one Mary Connel Wife of Morris Connel, 
she being a Stranger and not an Inhabitant of any Town in this 
Province nor having wherewith to support herself — Order signed 
by M*. Pemberton & M*. Mason. 

Coll. Jackson appointed to see Rails fixed round the Dock. 

Coll’. Jackson & M’. Pemberton appointed to supervise the Re- 
pairs of the Neck. 

Agreed with Enoch Brown for laying on the Neck what Gravel 
may be necessary, under directions of the Selectmen, and upon 
as easy a lay as they have had it formerly brought for. 

{[110.] M’. Curtis, Hayward, allowed to call upon M’. Mayes 
for a small load of Hay for the Bulls 

M". Curtis was directed to lay before the Selectmen as soon as 
may be, a list of the Cows that go upon the Common, in order for 
the Owners, to be properly assessed for the Charge of Bulls &ce. 

By Order of the Town at their late Meeting, the following Peti- 
tion was delivered our Representative M*. Hancock in order to 
be presented at the ensueing Sessions. 


To His Excellency Thomas Hutchinson Esq. Governor in Chief, 
the Hon. the Council & House of Representatives in General 
Court Assembled. 

The Petition of the Freeholders & other Inhabitants of the 
Town of Boston in Town Meeting assembled, March 19. 1771. 
Humbly sheweth 

That considering the mary & fatal accidents that happen by the 
explosion of Magazines of powder in large & populous Citys your 
Petitioners apprehend their lives and propertys to be very insecure 
from the powder house being situate where it now is, more es- 
pecially as they are informed it has at times contained several 
thousands casks of gun powder. 

That they are apprehensive not only on account of what the 
Town may suffer if so terrible a Catastrophy should be realized 
but for the Community in general as near the whole quantity of 
powder in the Province would be thereby lost and perhaps at a 
time when we are upon the eve of a war. 

Your Petitioners would therefore intreat that the Hon’. Court 
will be pleased to take this petition into their wise consideration, 
& order the removal of the powder of that magazine to a place or 
places of greater safety & as in duty bound &*. 

By Order of the Town 


Mem?®. sign’d by all the Selectmen except M’. Ruddock. 


The Town Clerk was directed to suspend publishing a Vote 
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passed at the late Meeting relative to the Common for reasons 
they will be ready to offer to the Town. 

[144.] Upon application made by M’. Benjamin Edes it was 
agreed by the Select men, that the sum of £. 2—8-4— should be re- 
mitted M*. Benjamin Star out of his Rent in consideration of the 
loss of his business by the Small Pox breaking out in a House 
near the Shop he hired of the Town. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 28, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Storer. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 3%. 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Storer 

Coll’. Jackson in the Chair. 

Mess"®. Grants this Day paid Coll®. Jackson Four Pounds law- 
ful money in full for one Years Interest of their Bond ending the 
23°. of March last, which Bond is part of M’. Brookers Donation 
to poor Widows. 

The Town Bakers attended, and represented that the Assize of 
Bread was above common rate of Merchantable Flower — where- 
upon Voted, that the Assize of Bread be now altered, and set at 
the rate of 6/ p. bushel — which is computed as follows — Viz’. 


Ib. > 02. ats 
a 44, Loaf of Bread 3 Wheat + Rye meal must 
weigh - ----------------+-+----+---- ees 
a 4°. ditto not above $ Indian meal must weigh - C8 
7 


a Bisket for a Copper price - - -------------- 


Agreeable to a late Vote of the Town the Watch at the South end 
of the Town near the Fortification was replaced — John Martin 
being appointed Constable of the same, who is allowed three Men 
besides himself, vizt. John Perring William Clear & William 
Sharp. 

Thomas Bradford is appointed Constable of the South Watch 
near the Lamb Tavern, and is allowed two Men besides himself 
viz’. Ebenezer Crosby & Josiah Carter. 

Orders to be made out accordingly. 

[ii2.] M’*. Paul Farmer was directed by two of the Selectmen 
viz’. M". Inches and M’. Storer, to receive into the Almshouse to be 
supported at the Province charge one Lydia Beach a sick Stranger 
who isnot an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province, neither 
has she wherewith to support herself. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 10, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Storer. 

Coll. Jackson in the Chair. 

M*. Paul Farmer was directed by two of the Selectmen, viz'. 
Coll. Jackson and M'. Pemberton, to receive into the Almshouse 
to be supported at the Province Charge one James Pulis a sick 
Stranger not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province nor 
having wherewithall to support himself. 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 7, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Storer. 

Coil. Jackson in the Chair. 

M'. James Jackson prays the Selectmen that they would view 
the Posts he has erected near his Brothers Shop at the Brazen 
Head. 

The Selectmen have Agreed with Bracket for the Land 
on the Neck late improved by M’. Lewis at £.4U0— p. annum, Con- 
ditions same as M’. Lewis’s Lease. — and the Clerk is directed to 
prepare Leases — Abraham Woodward & are to be con- 
cerned with M’. Bracket equally. 

Maj". Ruddock appointed to direct and order as to the clearing 
of the Dirt near Ferry ways by After (sic) Stoddards Shop. 

Coll. Jackson a Committee to order Repairs to Blind Lane. 

Maj’. Ruddock & Deacon Storer a Committee to order repairs 
to Lyn Street & Ferryway Street. 


[113.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, April 
24, 1771. Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches. 

Coll. Jackson in the Chair. 

M’. Benjamin Henderson Collector having produced Receits in 
full from the Town County and Province Treasurers it was 
ordered that he have a draft on the Treasurer agreeable to a Vote 
of the Town, for his Premium, amounting as p. his Acco’. to 
£.135. 4-1- 

The Town Clerk is directed by two of the Selectmen viz‘. Coll. 
Jackson and Mr’. Inches to deliver M’. Collector Henderson his 
Bonds for 1769, and they were accordingly delivered. 

This Day Agreed with Jeffry Richardson for the Rent of the 
Engine House adjoining M*. Greens Barn for £.1-—6-8-lawful p. 
Annum, to pay his rent quarterly & to commence the 25' of April 
Ins‘. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/ p. 
Bushel and that 6¢ p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows — 
Viz'. 


lb. oz. dr 
a 49 Loaf Brown Bread 3 Wheat + Rye Meal must 
weigh 1S a 
a 4%. ditto not above § Indian meal must weigh - - os 3 
ian) 


a Bisket of a Copper price 


M’. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse to 
be supported at the Province Charge one Ann Matthews Wife of 
Peter Matthews, she being near laying in, a Stranger & not an 
Inhabitant of any Town in this Province, and her husband being 
unable to support her — signed by Coll’. Jackson & M"*. Storer. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 1, i771. 
Present. Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton. 

M'. Turel & others apply to the Selectmen for the remoyal of 
a Barn near his House in danger of falling. 
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M’. Curtis apply’d to the Selectmen for liberty to open a 
_ dancing School. 


[114.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen May 24. 
1771. Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

A Schooner named from Guadaloup last from Cape Ann, 
John Burt Master, himself, and a number of his People sick with 
the Small Pox. 

A Precept having been received for the calling a Town Meeting 
for the choice of Representatives. 

Voted, that the Town Clerk issue a Warrant for the Town 
Meeting on Tuesday next 10. OClock A.M. 

M*. Hancock & M’. Pemberton a Comm. to wait upon D". 
Eliot and desire him to open the May Meeting with Prayer. 

Voted, that Mess". Fleets, have the printing of the Notifications 
for the ensuing Town meeting. 

M*. Curtis permitted to open a dancing School in this Town 
according to his desire. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/ p. 
Bushel and that 6° p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows, Viz*. 


A 4% loaf Brown Bread # Wheat 4 Rye meal 

must weigh eres 
A 4%, ditto. not above 4 Indian Meal must weigh O25 
A Bisket of a Copper price BR 


Boston May 2°. 1771. 
M’. Samuel Hartley 
The Schooner named from Gaudaloup last from Cape 
Ann John Burt master himself & a number of his People down 
with the Small Pox having stopt at Rainsfords Island, Our Orders 
are that you remove such of the Persons as Dr. Rogers the Physi- 
cian which came from Cape Ann in the Vessell tells you may be 
removed with safety, to the Hospital. You must not suffer any 
[115.] Persons to go on board the Vessel or come from the Ves- 
sel without our permission nor any kind of Goods or Clothing to 
come up. Take particular care of the sick and report to us as soon as 
may be the state of the Vessel and the names of the sick when 
you'l have our further directions 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
Joun Hancock 
Sam. PEMBERTON 
HenpvErsoN INCHES 
Jon* Mason 
Selectmen of Boston. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 7, 1771, A.M. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

Capt. Alexander Coffin informs that he left the Downs the 29°. 
Day of March on the 1. of April Paul Coggeshall Sailor broke 
out with the Small Pox and in five days was entirely well. He is 
stopt at Rainsfords Island. 
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Boston May 7. 1771. 

M"'. Samuel Hartley 
You haying Reported to us that the Briggandine Harmony Cap‘. 

Alexander Coffin from London has had one of his hands taken 
with the Small Pox, Our Orders are that you take the necessary 
precautions by stopping the Vessell at the Island and taking out 
such Articles as the Cap‘. may deliver you in order to be ain d. 
No Person must be suffered to go on board or leave the Vessel 
without our permit, or any goods to come out. If any Persons 
on board are liable to have the Small Pox you must take them into 
the Well-house, Smoke the Letters and then send or bring them 
up to the Post Office. Examine the Circumstances of the Ves- 
sel & Report the same, when you shall have our further orders. 
You must smoke the Vessel especially the Cabbin & Steerage 

JOSEPH JACKSON 

Joun Hancock 

Sam. PEMBERTON 

HrENprErson INCHES 

Jon*. Mason 

Selectmen. 


[116.] Mr’. Samuel Hartley Reported, that Peoples Names of 
the Schooner Friendship, John Rust master from Gaudaloupe are 
Nathan Narsons (?) Mate 
Elijah Burnam Cooper 
a Negro of Cape Ann. d°. 
Richard Hillen ) 
e Richard True Sailors. 
Andrew Morgan J 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 7, 1771, P.M. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Liberty given Coll®. Jackson to open a drain before his House 
in Corn Court, he observing the steps of the Law to the satisfac- 
tion of the Selectmen. 

Liberty given M". Storer to open drain before his House in Sud- 
bury Street, he observing the steps of the Law to the satisfaction 
of the Selectmen. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 8, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

M’. Samuel Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rainsford’s 
Island — attended & reports. 

That he had examined into the Circumstances of Cap‘. Coffins 
Briggandine, and found that the Cabbin & Steerage & the Things 
which were exposed, had been smoked & cleansed for about five 
Weeks past, that he had also smoked them again and cleansed 
everything liable to infection, and is fully of opinion that the 
Vessel and People may come up without endangering the health 
of the Inhabitants, whereupon Voted, That the Vessel have 
liberty to come up, leaving the Beds & Bedding of the Steerage 
upon the Island, And that the following Certificate be given the 
Governor 
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May it please your Excellency 
The Briggandine Harmony [11%.] Alexander Coffin master 
from London stopt’at Rainsfords Island on Account of the Small 
Pox, having been well smoked and cleansed we are of opinion she 
may be permitted to come up to Town without any danger to the 
Inhabitants, if your Excellency thinks proper 
We are 
Your Excellencys 
most obedient hum. serv®. 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
Joun Hancock 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON 
HENDERSON I]NCHES 
JONATHAN Mason 
EBENEZER STORER 
To Selectmen of Boston 
His Excell’. Thom’. Hutchinson Esq. 


Mess™. Thomas Appleton and Victor Blair are approved of by 
the Selectmen as Engine men in his Company of Engine N°. 7. 
in the room of Peter Roberts who is in years & Nicholas Deering 
who is dead, they having been recommended by the master, 
William Sutton. 

Passed upon John Hancock Esq. his Province Account amount- 
ing as p. Copy on file to £. 14 — lawful money. 


Boston May 8, 1771. 
M’*. Samuel Hartley | ° 
You having Reported to us that the Briggandine Harmony 
Cap‘. Coffin from London is now sufficiently smoked and cleansed 
and that the Vessel & People may come up without danger to the 
Inhabitants, you have our liberty to let her leave the Island first 
taking out the Beds and Bedding in the Storage and keeping them 
on the Island untill you receive our further Orders. 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
Joun Hancock 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON 
HENDERSON INCHES 
JONATHAN Mason 
EBENEZER STORER 
Selectmen of Boston 


[118.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 15, 
1771. — Present, Jackson, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

M*. Hews apply’d to the Selectmen for liberty to open a drain 
in a Lane near M'. Averys House leading into the Common. 

Liberty was granted, provided the Pavement is restored and 
the Ground made good, to the satisfaction of the Selectmen. 

M*. John Osgood applys to the Selectmen for liberty to open a 
Drain near his House in Back street. 

Liberty was accordingly granted, provided the Pavement is 
restored, and the Ground made good, to the Satisfaction of the 
Selectmen. 
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John M‘faddena Leather Dresser applys to the Selectmen to hire 
or purchase the ‘Towns Slaughter House to improve in his business. 


Mr’. Paul Farmer you are to receive into the Almshouse to be 
supported at the charge of the Province one Margaret Burton a 
Stranger and not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province; 
being a sick & diseased Person, and not having wherewithall to 
support himself (sic) — Order signed by M’. Mason & M’. Storer 
(& dated the l' of April) & by Sam. Partridge Overseer. 


M'. Samuel Hartley Keeper of Rainsfords Island having Re- 
ported to us, that the Schooner Friendship John Rust master, 
stopt at Rainsfords Island on account of the Small Pox. has been 
well smoked and cleansed and that every thing has been taken out 
liable to infection, so that in your Opinion the Vessel may come 
up without [119.] Danger to the Inhabitants, Voted, that the 
following Certificate be given the Governor, and the following 
Letter to M'. Hartley. 

Boston May 15, 1771. 
M". Samuel Hartley 

You having Reported to us that the Schooner Friendship John 
Rust master, stopt at Rainsfords Island on Account of the Small 
Pox, has been sufficiently smoked and cleansed; and that you 
have taken on shore all the Bedding Clothing and other Articles 
liable to retain the Infection Our Orders are that you permit said 
Schoone: to come up to Town taking care that no Person that 
came in the Vessel leave the Island that has not had the Small 
Pox and that no Goods or any thing else is brought in her, that 
may endanger the health of the Inhabitants. 

JOSEPH JACKSON 
HENDERSON INCHES 
JONATHAN Mason 
EBENEZER STORER 
Selectmen of Boston 

P.S. The People who came up in the Vessel must have a full 
shift of Clothes, leaving all their other Clothing behind. If there 
is not full Evidence that the Negro has had the Small Pox he must 
not come up. 


May it please your Excellency 
The Schooner Friendship John Rust Master from Guadaloupe 
last from Cape Ann stopt at Rainsfords Island on account of the 
Small Pox, having been well smoked and cleansed, we are of 
Opinion she may be permitted to come up to Town without endan- 
gering the health of the Inhabitants, if your Excellency thinks 
proper, We are 
Your Excellencys 
most Obed'. Hum. serv’. 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
HENDERSON INCHES 
JONATHAN MASON 
Esen®. STORER 
To Selectmen of Boston 
His ExcellY. Thomas Hutchinson Esq. 
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Boston May 15, 1771 
(see 2 Pages forward) 
[120.] Coll°. Jackson, M'. Pemberton & M’. Mason and M’. 
Storer a Committee to order Repairs to the Street called Milk 
Street 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen May 11, 1771. 
Present, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, Storer. 


Boston May 11, 1771. 
Mr’. Samucl Hartley 
Having reccived a Letter from Cap‘. Allen respecting the Cir- 
cumstanees of the Schooner Friendship, Our directions to you 
are that you keep smoking and cleansing the Vessel untill 
Wednesday next when you are to Report the same to us, as also 
what Goods are in the Vessel and what have been landed, and how 
you have endeavored to clear them from the Infection — You’l 
show this your Orders to Capt. Allen. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witiiam Coover Town Clerk 
P.S. As there has been great infection in the Schooner you are 
to do the best you can to prevent its being communicated from her. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 13, 1771. — 
Present. . 

Several of the Selectmen having been together at Coll®. Jack- 
sons & one of them in the Chamber, I was directed to give the 
following Letter to M". Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rains 
fords Island. 

Boston May 13, 1771 
Mr. Samuel Hartley 

You having again represented the Circumstances of the Schooner 
to come up as is desired, but that you Report to us on the Wednes- 
day what you have done as to smoking and cleansing, when we 
shall [121.] Determine as to the Vessels coming up. — this you 
are to acquaint Cap’. Allen with by shewing him this Letter. 

By Order of Selectmen 
WitiuiAmM Cooper Town Clerk. 
[look back a Page. | 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 15, 1771. 

Present, Jackson, Inches, Mason, Storer. 
[ Bro’. 2 Pages back. ] 

M". Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse to 
be supported at the Province charge one Elizabeth Hudenox a poor 
diseased Person who is not an Inhabitant of any Town in this 
Provinee nor has wherewith all to support herself, Order signed 
by M". Mason & M’. Storer and dated May 6°. 

signed by Cap‘. Partridge Overseer. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 22%. 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Storer. 
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M"'. Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rainsfords Island having 
Reported to us that Richard Hillton who was landed out of 
Schooner Friendship with the Small Pox, is now well and so sufli- 
ciently smoked and cleansed as that he may come up to Town with 
safety — & D'. Rogers who came from Cape Ann in the Vessel 
having Reported the same in writing — Voted that the following 
Letter be given M’. Hartley. 

Boston May 22°, 1771. 
Mr. Samuel Hartley 

You having Reported to us that Richard Hillton who was landed 
out of Schooner Friendship, with the Small Pox, on your Island is 
now well and so sufficiently [122.] Smoked and cleansed as 
that he may leave the Island with safety provided he has a shift 
of Clothes — Our Orders are that you permit him to come up first 
seeing that he has a full shift of Clothes and that he brings 
nothing away, which is liable to retain infection — 

JOSEPH JACKSON 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON 
HENDERSON INCHES 
EBEN. STORER 
Selectmen of Boston 


Major Doan applys to the Selectmen for liberty to set up Posts 
- before his House in Kilby Street. 

Passed upon M*. Nathaniel Greenwoods Province Account 
amounting as p. Copy on file 18/ p. 

M". Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse to 
be supported at the Province charge one Edward Lewis a sick 
Stranger not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province nor 
having wherewithall to support himself, Order signed by M". 
Pemberton & Storer. 

M’. John Carnes approved of as a Retailer of Spirituous Liquors 
in the House he has lately removed to the South part of Boston, 
lately improved by M’. Joseph Ballard. 

Passed upon Benjamin Burdicks Province Acco‘. amounting as 
p- Copy on file to £. -23-2- 

Agreed to let John M°.fadden on Lease for Seven Years at eight 
Pounds p. annum the Building near the South market and Land 
Adjoining lately improved as a Slaughter House, said Fadden to 
build a good Stone Wall under said Building next the Sea, to put 
it otherwise in good [123.] Repair and within the said term 
of Seven Years to new Shingle said Building, and at the expira- 
tion of said Lease to leave it in good repair. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 274. 1771. — 
Present, Joseph Jackson, Henderson Inches, Mason, Storer. 

Coll’. Jackson appointed to direct the repairs of the Hospital 
Fence at New Boston. 

The Governor and Council having recommended to the Select- 
men to procure a passage for a Soldiers Widow and two Children 
to Scotland — M*. Mason was permitted to advance four Dollars 
for said Family. 
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Liberty upon application therefor, was granted to the Artillery 
Company to make use of Faneuil Hall next Monday. 

A Dispute having arisen between M™. Kesiah Harvey and Capt. 
James Dalton relating to the Line or bounds of their Land in 
Spring Lane — Mess”. John Joy, Samuel Dyer & John Kneeland 
of Boston were appointed to settle and adjust the Line between 
them, and a Warrant was issued of the following tenor or form. 


Boston May 27, 1771. 
To Mess’. John Joy, Samuel Dyer and Joln Leach all of 
Boston. — 
Greeting — 

Whereas a difference has arose between M™. Keziah Harvey and 
Cap’. James Dalton relating to the Line or Bounds of their Land 
in Spring Lane. 

Pursuant therefore to a Law of this Province we do desire & 
impower you the said Joy, Dyer, & Kneeland to go upon the 
Premisses view the same hear the Partys contending, & adjust 
settle & lay out the line between them as to you shall appear 
equitable. 

JOSEPH JACKSON 
HENDERSON INCHES 
Jon. Mason 
EBen™. STORER 
Selectmen of Boston. 


[124.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 28, 
1771. Present, Jackson, Inches, Storer. 

D'. Rogers and M". Hartley attended & Reports, That John 
Rust the master of Schooner Friendship is now so well recovered 
of the Small Pox, and has been so well smoked and cleansed, that 
he may leave the Island with safety, whereupon. Voted, that he 
may leave the Island provided he is furnished with a good shift 
of Clothes. D*. Rogers having come up was also permitted to 
leave the ‘Town. 


. Boston, May 28, 1771. 
M'. Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that Cap’. Rust the Master of 
Schooner Friendship is now so well recovered and has_ been 
throughly smoked and cleansed as that he may leave the Island 
with safety. Our Orders are that you may permit him to do it 
first seeing yourself satisfied as to the charge arising since he 
came to your Island, and that he has a fresh shift of Clothes. 
D". Rogers may also leave the Hospital when he pleases, depend- 
ing upon his care that he carrys no infection. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Wityiam Coorer Town Clerk. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen May 31, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Mason, Storer. 
M’. Hartley attended and desired that Cap’. Rust might be 


SELECTMEN’s Minutes, 1771. 89 


allowed to remove his Clothes from the Island and that the Nurse 
may have leave to remove with her Clothes whereupon Voted, 
that the Nurse be allowed to leave the Island after being properly 
smoked & cleansed provided she is furnished with a good shift of 
Clothes — 
Mem’. a Memorial to Governor Council & House relative to 
Laws about Strangers. — on file. 
Boston May 31, 1771. 
[125.] M’. Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that the Woman who attended Cap. 
Rust has desired to have leave to remove from the Island with her 
Clothes, Our Orders to you are that you permit her to remove 
after being properly smoked an‘ cleansed, provided she is fur- 
nish’d with a full shift of Clothes she leaving all her other Cloth- 
ing behind till further Orders, and you are not to suffer anything 
to be removed without particular Orders 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON 
JONATHAN Mason 
EBENEZER STORER 
Selectmen of Boston 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 5, 1771.— 
Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/p. 
Bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows Viz. 

ID. 5OZey Gls 

A 4%. Loaf of Brown Bread 2 Wheat & 1 Rye Meal 

must weigh 

a 4°, ditto not above 4 Indian meal must weigh 

a Bisket of a Copper price 


M’. Coply applys to the Selectmen for liberty to continue the 
Walk from M*". Hancocks to the Water side the same width, and 
to plant Lime Trees on a Range from there before M'. Hancocks 
House. Liberty was accordingly granted. 

Voted, that the Town Clerk have a draft for £.20 on account of 
services. 

[126.] M*. Hartley attended, and asks liberty for Richard 
True to leave the Island next Saturday, and that M". Rust, Mr’. 
Parsons. M'. Allens. M*. Robertson, D". Rogers, Prince Ellery anc1 
the Nurses Clothes may be brought off the Island as in his Opinion 
they have been sufficiently smoked and cleansed. 

M’. Mason & Coll. Jackson a Committee to settle with M’. 
Thomas Russel for the Rent of Warehouse & his Accompt. 


Boston May 31, 1771. 
M’. Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that M". Richard True has been well 
smoked and cleansed desires to leave the Island next Satturday, 
you have our liberty to permit it, provided you go on cleansing 
them and that he has a full shift of Clothes. As to M". Rust M’, 
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Parsons M'. Allen M’. Robertson D*. Rogers Prince Ellery and the 
Nurses Clothes, which you acquaint us have been well smoked & 
washed, you have our directions not to suffer to be carried off, but 
that you continue to smoke air and cleanse them, and then Report 
to us again for our further Orders 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON 
HeENvERSON INCHES 
JONATHAN MAsoNn 
EBEN*. MAson 
Selectmen of Boston 
P.S. You may permit a Doctor to go down free of expence of 
the Town. 
Passed upon Deacon Newells Province Account amounting as by 
Copy on file, to £.7. 


[12%.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 12 
1771.— Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

M". Samuel Hartley of Hospital at Rainsfords Island attended 
—and asks liberty, for nurse Godbolt & Elijah Burnam to leave 
the Island, next Satturday, they being in his Opinion well smoked 
and cleansed —also that the Clothing belonging to the People 
who are at Cape Ann, may be carried to Cape Ann at the same 
tine — — whereupon the following Orders were given m’. Hartley 


Boston June 12, 1771 


M*. Samuel Hartley. 

You having asking liberty for Nurse Godbolt and Elijah Bur- 
nam to leave the Island next Satturday they being in your Opinion 
well smoked and cleansed — Our directions are that you permit 
M’. Burnam to leave the Island, but not the Nurse, and that you 
still keep the Clothes on the Island, for our further Orders. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
Witi1am Cooper Town Clerk 


M". Mason & M’. Inches a Committee to let the Towns Pastures 
at South end. 

M'. Jackson & Inches, a Committee to settle & adjust the 
Bounds of the Towns Land, now in treaty with M°.fadden for the 
Lease of | 

Coll’. Jackson & M*. Pemberton a Comm®. to enquire of Tuck- 
erman Pierpoint and others relative to their Land. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 19, 1771 — 
Present. Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

Mr’. Hartley attended and ask’d liberty for the Clothes Bedding 
& a Bag of Cotton to be sent off, and that the Nurse & his Wife 
may come to Town with a fresh shift of Clothes, all having been 
well smoked &c. 


[128.] Boston June 19, 1771. 
M". Samuel Hartley 

You having asked liberty to send the Clothes and Bedding off 
the Island & a Bag of Cotton representing that they have been 
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well smoked & cleansed and also that your Wife and the Nurse 
may come up to Town with a fresh shift of Clothes you have our 
liberty therefor, excepting the Cotton which must still remain be- 
hind till you have further Orders. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witi1am Cooper, Town Clerk. 


Passed upon Jonathan Masons Province Account am'. as by 
Copy on file to £.1°* 10. 

William Barret appointed to measure Coal Baskets. The Town 
Cerk to give him his Orders. 

Voted that there be a Town meeting on Monday next 4. O’Clock 
A.M., & that the Town Clerk issue a Warrant accordingly. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen June 26, 1771. 
Present, Mess. Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Mason, Storer. 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/ p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood which is computed as follows, Viz*. 


Ib, oz. adr. 

A 4*. Loaf of Brown Bread ? Wheat & + Rye meal 

must weigh Se 
a 4°. Ditto not above 4 Indian Meal must weigh Rao 

A Bisket of a Copper price 

M". Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse to 
be supported at the Province charge a Child of one Agnes M*.Afee 
alias Williams is a Stranger & [129.] Not an Inhabitant of any 
Town in this Province nor having wherewith to support her child. 
Order signed by Samuel Pemberton & M*. Mason, & M’*. Samuel 
Whitwell an Overseer 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen June 28, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Mason. 

M". Samuel Hartley having Reported to us that the Cotton Wool 
at the Island has been sufficently smoked & cleansed, Voted that 
he have our liberty to let the Cotton be sent off and that the fol- 
lowing Letter be wrote. 

Boston June 28, 1771 
M’. Samuel Hartley, 

You having Reported to us that the Cotton Wool at the Island 
has been suflicently smoked and cleansed you have our liberty to let 
the same be taken off and carried to Cape Ann. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
Wititam Cooper Town Clerk. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 3%. 1771. 
Present Jackson, Pemberton, Ruddock, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

M’. Brewer & Richardson apply’d to the Selectmen at their 
Chamber, acquainting them, that M’. Emmons had brought Actions 
against them and others for pulling down his Chimnies by Order 
of M’. Phillips Newell and other Selectmen, and desiring them as 
present Selectmen to support them in those Suits. 
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The Selectmen have agreed to look into the Plan of y® Streets, 
finding by the Books there is a Street laid out by the Battery to 
the foot of Gib’s Lane by the Sea, which is now interrupted. 

The Clerk ordered to deliver M*. Hollyday his Bonds for 1769 
which were delivered him. 

[130.] Voted, that there be a Visitation of the Free Schools 
in this Town on Wednesday the 10' of July Ins‘. and that the fol- 
lowing Gentlemen he invited to accompany the Selectmen therein, 
and that they be notified to attend at the Selectmens Chamber at 
8 OClock in the Morning of said Day in order to proceed on the 
Visitation, 


His Excell’. the Governor 
His Honor the Lieu'. Governor 
The Hon?” John Erving Esq. 


Foster Hutchinson Esq. 
M*. Henry Laughton 
Samuel Fitch Esq. 


James Bowdoin 

Thomas Hubbard 

Harrison Gray 

James Pitts 

M*. Flucker 

Joshua Henshaw 

The Representatives of Capt. Barret 

The Overseers of the Poor M’. Will. Bill 

The Rev*. Charles Chancey, D.D.M". John Dunning 
Mather Byles Edmund Quincey Esq. 
Andrew Eliot M’. Daniel Hubbard 
Samuel Cooper Cap‘. Greenwood 
Ebenezer Pemberton Coll’. Scott 
Samuel Mather M’. Matthews 
Penuel Bowen . moses Gill 


Cap’. Dogget 
Benjamin Austin Esq. 
M’. James Beautineau 
John Newton Esq. 
M’. Francis Green 
Henry Lloyd Esq. 


M’. John Hunt M’. John Biown, N°. End 
M’. John Bacon M*. Peter Crequi 


M*. William Gorden D". Nath!. Perkins 


John Jones Esq. M’. Gray 
Tsaac Smith Esq. Mr’. Scollay 
Town Treasurer D*. Lloyd 


M’. Barret applys to the Selectmen for leave to dig Graves in 
the New Burying Ground, the others being so full as to make it 
inconvenient for the poor from the Almshouse or Strangers, to be 
buried there — Liberty was accordingly granted. 

Ordered, that the Assize — be — no alteration made. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen July 9, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Storer. 

(131.] M*. Samuel Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rains- 
fords Island attended, and informed the Selectmen that the Ship 
Brittania Cap‘. Deverson has been stopt at Rainsfords Island on 
Account of the Small Pox; the Circumstances whereof and of the 
Vessel are as follows, Said Ship left Graves End, on the G'of. 
May, and on the 18’ of said May, one Thom‘. Newell a Passenger 
broke out with the Small Pox, but had it favourably and has been 
able to walk the Decks for about five Weeks, there was two Men 
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on board liable to receive the Infection, who have been impressed 
on board a Sloop of War Cap‘. Dawson, that all y° necessary 
precautions have been taken such as smoking washing &*°. there is 
no Bale Goods between Decks &c. only about 30 Chests of Lem- 
mons &c. & 144 Chests Oyle with some Casks. 

The following Orders were in consequence of the above Infor- 
mation given M*. Hartley. 

Boston July 9’, 1771. 

M". Samuel Hartley 

You haying Reported to us that the Ship Brittania Cap’. Dever- 
son from London, has been stopt at Rainsfords Island on Account 
of the Small Pox, Our Orders are that you thoroughly smoke 
and cleanse the Vessels taking out all the Bedding in the Cabbin 
&¢e. the Oyl & Lemmons between Decks and such other Articles 
as are liable to Infection, and then Report to us your doings for 
our further directions, the Letters when well smoked and 
cleansed may be sent up, all the Clothing &*. of the Passengers 
must be well air’d & smoked. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
WititramM Cooper Town Clerk — 

P.S. The Person from Cape Ann, with a shift of Clothes, may 

be permitted to leave the Island. 


[132.] The following Letter was forwarded. 


Boston July 1, 1771. 
Gentlemen | 
You have Inclosed an Acco‘. of the Charge arising upon one 
Elizabeth Martin of your Town who was some time past overrun 
by a Cart on Boston Neck and brought from thence to our Alms- 
house where she was taken care of ; the whole amounting to Five 
Pounds eight Shillings and ten Pence, which Sum we desire you’l 
Order us payment for, as soon as possible, the growing charge of 
this Town for their Poor requiring it 
By Order of the Selectmen 
WitiraAmM Cooper, Town Clerk 


The Town of Marblehead to the Town of Boston, D’. 


1770 July 26-—To Sundry Charges for Elizabeth Martin whom a 
Cart run over on Boston Neck viz'. 
To Charge of bringing her from thence to the Alms- 
house by 8 men at 1/4 p. -- ---+------- £-0-10- 8 
To Boarding Nursing &c. of her from the 26' July 
1770. to Octo". 2°. following is 9 weeks 5 days 


at 8/8 p. week ---------+---+2-2--- 4— 4-2 
To 7 Gall’. Rum used for bathing at 2/ 66 14% 
To the Gent". the Selectmen of Marblehead 5-8-12 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen July 11, 1771 
Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, Storer. 
M*. Hartley attended & Reported, That the Ship Brittania 


94 City DocumMEntT No. 42. 


has been so well smoked & cleansed, that she may now come up 
with safety, the Things between Decks are now on shore as also 
the Bedding &c. he also asked leave for [133.] Three Passengers 
viz’. Thomas Newell, William Timmings & Andrew Hamelton, to 
come up, whereup Voted, that the Ship may come up & a 
Certificate given the Governor accordingly & that the Passengers 
may leave the Island with a fresh Suit of Clothes. 


May it please your Excellency 
The Ship Brittania Capt. Deverson from London stopt at Rains- 
fords Island on Acco‘. of the Small Pox having been well smoked 
and cleansed we are of Opinion she may be permitted to come up 
to Town without endangering the health of the Inhabitants, if | 
your Excellency thinks proper. 
We are 
Your ExcellY 
Most obed' 
Hum. Serv® 
J. JACKSON 
Sam. PEMBERTON 
Jon*. Mason 
Esen*®. STORER 
Selectmen of Boston 
Boston July 11, 1771. | 
His Excellency Thomas Hutchinson Esq. 


The following Orders were given M*. Hartley. 


Boston July 11, 1771 
M*. Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that the Ship Brittania has been 
well smoked and cleansed you are permitted to let her depart, 
and may also suffer the three Passengers Viz'— Thomas Newell, 
William Timmings & Andrew Hamelton to come up provided 
they have a fresh shift of Clothes. The Boxes of Lemmons 
must be opened & the Papers taken off, & then smoked when they 
may come up. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witiram Cooper, Town Clerk 
Boston July 11, 1771. 


[134.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of Selectmen, July 13, 
‘1771. — Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Mason, Storer. 

Samuel Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rainsfords Island 
attended, and Reported to the Selectmen that the Boxes of 
Lemmons have been thoroughly smoked, and may without danger 
be brought up to Town which the Owners pray for. That the 
Oyle has been also smoked & aired & the Owners desire it may be 
brought up and put on board a Vessel bound for Hallifax none of 
it being design’d for the Town 

Voted, that the following Orders be given M*. Hartley 
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Boston July 13, 1771 
M"*. Samuel Hartley 
You having reported to us that the Boxes of Lemmons which 
came out of Captain Deverson have been thoroughly smoked and 
air’d and may without danger be brought up to ‘Town, which the 
Owners pray for & that the Oyle has been also smoked and air’d, 
& the Owners desire the same may be brought up and put on 
board a Vessel bound for Hallifax to which place they are de- 
signed — Our Orders are that you suffer the Lemmons to be 
brought up, and that the Oyle be put on board a Vessel bound 
for Hallifax to which place they are design’d. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
WiLiiAmM Cooper, Town Clerk 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen July 20, 1771. — 
Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

M*. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed by two 
of the Selectmen viz’. M*. Pemberton & M’. Mason to receive 
into said House one Rachel Seymore a Poor sick Person who is a © 
Stranger & not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province, 
Order dated the 17'. Ins‘. 

[135.] Selectmen Agreed to visit Deer Island Tuesday next. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, July 24, 1771. — 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, Storer. 
All the Assessors had the Oaths respecting other Governments 
money, the Oath of Office and the Oath respecting the Valuation 
now to be taken were administred them p. M". Justice Pemberton. 
[ Next Monday, 3 OClock P.M. ] 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen July 26, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Inches, Mason, Storer. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen July 29, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Mason, Inches, Storer. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen July 31, 1771. 
Present, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/ p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows, Viz'. 


Ib, oz. dr. 
A 4". Loaf brown Bread ? Wheat 4 Rye meal must 
weigh 2-11 
a 4°, Ditto not above 4 Indian meal a’. 3-12 
A Bisket of a Copper price - - - - - - + + = 4-12 


Voted, that Hutchinson the Paver & Comp’. have a draft for 
£. 6 —on acco'. of paving. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen August 7, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Mason, Storer. 
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The Selectmen Agreed with Mess". Jonathan Pollard [186.] 
And John Winniet for the Rent of a Store near the Golden Ball 
Tavern at the Rate of Twenty three pounds six Shillings and 
eight pence lawful money p. Annum to be paid at four quarterly 
payments, as also to pay the Tax on said Store, and when they 
quit it, the Windows must be made whole — as p. An Agreement 
made the 1*. Day of Aug". Ins‘. and put upon File may more fully 

~ appear. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen Augt. 14, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

M*. Biggs Widow, who received of Coll. Henshaw part of M’. 
Brookers Donation, applys to the Selectmen for an allowance this 
Year. 

Jean Charpotot from Paris last from St. Lucy with a Wife and 
one child appeared, and desired leave to carry on the Baking 
Business in this Town. 

Liberty was accordingly granted, provided that he behaves him- 
self to the acceptance of the Inhabitants. 

Passed upon M*. Samuel Hartleys Province Acco‘. amounting as 
p- Copy on file to £ 138-6-8- 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Aug*t. 21, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

Deacon Barret informs that he has taken into his House a Maid 
one Susannah Hitchins. 

The Selectmen Agreed with John Veasey & David Bryant for a 
Shop in Queen Street at the rate of £ 3.12/ lawful Money p. 
Annum; and they are to pay all Taxes the Rent to commence 7. 
Te eat Weta 


[13%7.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen Augt. 28, 
1771. Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Storer. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/p. 
Bushel and that 6°. be allowed to the Bakers for their Charges 
Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows, Viz'. 


A 44, Loaf of Brown Bread ? Wheat 4 Rye meal must 


weigh 2-11- 
a 4°. Ditto not above 4 Indian meal d°. 3-12- 
a Bisket for a Copper price ‘*$. 4-12 


~ MM". Benjamin Bass apply’d for leave to build a Tomb in the 
New Burying Ground. 

Voted that he have liberty provided, that he erects a Brick Wall 
of sufficient heighth, and keeps the same in good repair for ever. 

M’*. Thomas Parker applys for liberty to build three or more 
Tombs in the yacant Ground, in the Common Burying Ground, 
next the Almshouse Fence. 

Voted, that liberty be granted, provided, that it can be done 
without disturbing the Bones of the dead & that a Head Wall is 
built of sufficient higth, & the same is kept in good repair for ever. 
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Voted, that Coll. Jackson, Mr. Pemberton, & Storer be a 
Committee to view the Ground M’. Parker proposes to Erect 
Tombs upon, and to see whether any of the Bones of the dead 
will be disturbed thereby. 

Voted, that the Town Clerk — have a draft for £.20 — mem?. 
July draft being open, it was included therein. 

Passed upon Mr’. Willistons Province Acco‘. amt. to £. 5-7-8- 


as 


[138.] Boston. Ata Meeting of the Selectmen — Present, 
Jackson, Pemberton, Storer. 

Jolin Winslow Esq’. bro‘. his acc®. ag. Joanna Brookers Estate 
w*". being examin’d agreed with the acc’. given by the Selectmen. 

Dr. Tho’. Young apply’d in behalf of M". Wells & M’. Wright * 
for liberty to exhibit the likeness of the late M*. Whitefeild &c. in 
Wax Work at Concert Hall. 

Jonathan Jenkins Master of the new Engine No. 3, applied for 
two premiums, One at the Fire at M*. Thornton’s house, near 
Copp’s Hill, May 29". the other at W™. Stoddard’s Esq’. house 
August 22°. 

Voted that he have a draft accordingly drawn. 


Boston Ss: <Atameeting of the Selectmen. Present, Jackson, 
Pemberton, Inches. 

M". Tho’. Parker applies to the Selectmen to Repair the Drain 
in Long Lane at the Towns Expence & keep it in Repair. 

[mem°. on a Journey. | 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Septem’. 18, 
‘Ny gral is 

Maj’. Ruddock in the Chair. Present, Ruddock, Hancock, 
Pemberton, Inches. Mason. 

M'. Abraham Foster apply’d for leave to take up the Pave- 
ments before his Door, which was granted. 

M'. Gains Master of Engine N°. 6. applys for the Premium al- 
lowed by the Town for bringing his Engine to work first on the 
Fire which lately broke out at M™. Stones House New Boston. 
drawn. 

Voted that he have a Draft for his Premium. 

[139.] M*. Hancock & Inches a Committee to view the 
Common Land opposite M’. Copleys, and to direct relative to his 
selling of Trees. 

Passed upon M’. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse his 
Province accounts amounting as by Copy on file to £. 358-7-13 
and £. 27-18-53. 

M". Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse to 
be supported at the Province Charge one Patrick M*Lary a 
Stranger and not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province, nor 
having wherewithall to support himself, Order signed by John 
Ruddock & John Hancock Esq. Select men & M*. William Green- 
leaff Overseer. 


* These contractions may be Mr.or Mrs. W.H.W. 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Sep‘. 28, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Inches, Mason, & Storer. 

Cap'. John Derby of the Brigt. Thomas from London Informs 
that he left the Downs the 25 of Aug*. & on the 27". had a Man 
Taken down with the Small Pox, had it favourably & has been 
on Duty Ten Days past, only one person on board to have it, 
a Boy, whereupon ordered that Cap‘. Derby proceed immedi- 
ately with the Brig*. to Rainsfords Island, & there remain till fur- 
ther order & the following Letter was wrote to Sam'. Hartley 
keeper of the Hospital at Rainsford Island respecting said Vessell. 


Boston Sep‘. 28, 1771. 
M*. Samuel Hartley 
It being reported to us that Cap’. Derbys Brigt. from London 

has had the Small Pox during her passage, we have order’d the 
Brig’. down to you & our Directions are that you receive on shore 
every thing from between Decks Air them & wash Smoke & 
Cleanse the Vessell, & when in your opinion she is fit to return 
to Town you are to Acquaint us there of. You are to Smoke the 
Letters & Send them up [140.] by Cap‘. Ball Receive the peo- 
ple on Shore, & suffer none to go off the Island without our per- 
mission. There is on board a Boy who is liable to the Small 
Pox.you will be particularly Careful of him. With Respect to 
the Cabbin passagers you must see that they have a fresh shift 
of Cloathes well air’d, & then they may come up to Town. 

JOSEPH JACKSON 

Joun Hancock 

HENDERSON INCHES 

Jon*. Mason 

EBEN™. STORER 

Selectmen. 


Boston Sept. 28". 1771 
Cap‘. John Derby 
As one Person on board your Brigt. has had the Small Pox 
during the Voyage & another on board is liable to the Distemper 
it is our directions that you proceed with your Brig". to Rainsford’s 
Island, & apply to M". Sam". Hartley keeper of the Hospital, to 
whom we have given the necessary Directions, M*. Hartley will 
be as Expeditious as possible in cleansing your Vessell that she 
may Return to Town. We are 
Your hum!. serv®. 

JOSEPH JACKSON 

Joun Hancock 

HrENDERSON INCHES 

Jon*. Mason 

EBEN. STORER 

Selectmen 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Sep‘. 30, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, 
Storer. 

Capt. Derby applied for Liberty to Ship the Hemp & Goods 
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between Decks to Salem they belonging to persons there, upon 
Consideration order’d that all [141.] the Hemp be put on Shore 
on the Island & there Remains till further order, & M". Hartley is 
Directed to Smoke the Goods & air them on board. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo". 2%. 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, 
Storer. 

M'. George Minott appear’d & paid Twenty four pounds Law". 
Money for Two years Interest of his Bond to the Selectmen, 
being Interest arising from M". Brookers Legacy, the Interest of 
which to be applied for the Benefit of such poor Widows as in 
the Judgment of the Selectmen are proper objects. — This 
Interest was Rec’d by Co". Jackson, & by him to be accounted. 

Mr. Hartley having Reported that the Brig'. Thomas Cap‘. 
Derby is sufficiently Smok’d & Cleanse’d & that she may come 
up to Town with Safety, where upon the following Letter was 
Sent to the Gov’. 

Boston Octo". 2. 1771. 
May it please your Excellency 

The Brigt. Thomas Commanded by M*. John Derby, lately ar- 
riv'd from London was order’d by us to Stop at Rainsford Island, 
on Acco. of a person having had the Small Pox on board; & it 
being our opinion that the Vessell is Sufficiently Cleans’d & 
smok’d & that she may come up to Town with Safety, we there- 
fore Desire your Excellency’s permission for that purpose. 

, We are 
Your Excellency’s 
Most obed'. hum. Serv. 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
Joun Hancock 
Sam'". PEMBERTON 
Jon*. Mason 
Espen*. STORER 
To His Excellency Selectmen of Boston. 
The Governor. 


[142.] Thomas Uran Mast’. of Engine No. 4 applies for 
Prem. for Working his Engine first at the Fire last Sabbath by 
the Mill Bridge. 

Voted, that he have a draft for the same. — drawn. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo". 4 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Inches, Storer. 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/ 3°. p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood which is computed as follows, 
Wiz’: 


ABsan OZ seme ars 
A 4%, Loaf brown Bread 2? Wheat 4 Rye Meal must 
WEED oF. pore ~ css, lewd tients she 211 
A 4%, Ditto not above $ Indian Meal d®. - - - - 38- 12- 


Bisket of a Copper price - - - - - - - - = 4— 9 


100 Ciry Document No. 42. 


Mr. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse to 
be supported at the Province charge one Jane Willson & her Son 
being a Stranger and not an Inhabitant of any Town in this 
Province, nor having wherewithall to support herse!f — Order 
signed by M'. Hancock & M*. Storer, Selectmen & MT’. Green- 
leaff an Overseer. 

Voted, that the Perambulation between Roxbury and this ‘Town 
be on Tuesday next at 10 OClock, Before Noon and that a Letter 
be wrote to the Selectmen as usual & a Dinner provided by the 
Clerk at M’. Brackets on the Neck, Rev. M'. Adams. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Octo". 9, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

Mr’. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse to 
be supported at the Province charge Sarah Kyer, and Sarah Kyer 
Jun’. being Strangers and not Inhabitants of any Town in this 
Province nor having wherewithall to support themselves, Order 
dated 13’ Septem". 1771 and signed by M’. Pemberton & M’. 
Mason Selectmen & M". Daniel Warner an Overseer. 

[143.] Passed upon Joseph Newels Province Account 
amounting as p. Copy on file to £.8—0-11 — lawful Money. 

Coll’. Jackson a Committee to settle with M’. William Tayler, 
for the Rent of a Cellar under the Granary. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Octo’. 23%. 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Inches, Pemberton, Mason. 

M". Savage a Collector of Taxes for the Year 1769. apply’d to 
the Selectmen for his Bonds for said year, when the Town Clerk 
was directed to deliver them, and they were accordingly delivered. 

M"*. Samuel Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rainsfords Island 
prays that leave may be granted for Matthew, a Person who came 
out of Cap‘. Derbys Ship to leave the Island, he having been 
sufficiently smoked & cleansed. Liberty was accordingly granted 
provided he has a shift of Clothes & discharges, the Debt he has 
contracted. 

Boston October 23°. 1771 
M’. Samuel Hartley 

You having Reported to us that one Matthew, who came out of 
Capt. Derbys Ship may leave the Island with safety having been 
sufficiently smoked & cleansed Our Orders are that you permit 
him to leave the Island, provided he has a fresh shift of Clothes, 
and discharges his arrears. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
WitirAm Cooper, Town Clk. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo". 30, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Inches, Mason. 

Mr. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was [144.] 
Directed by two of the Select men viz'. Coll’. Jackson & MT’. 
Mason, & by M*. Samuel Whitwell an Overseer, to receive into 
the Almsbouse Septem’. 1, one Sarah Magee & Septem". 27, one 
Elenor Murfie. 
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Mr. Samuel Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rainsfords 
Island appear’d and acquainted the Selectmen that the Hemp 
landed from Cap‘. Derbys Ship is now in his opinion sufficiently 
aired & smoked, and may be suffered to be taken off with safety 
to the Inhabitants. . 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wh eat at 6 3. p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows Viz. 

Ih.t hose ar: 

a 4°. Brown Loaf 3 Wheat + Rye Meal must weigh 2-11 

a 4", Ditto not above $ Indian Meal - - - d° 38—-12- 

Bisket of a Copper price - - - - - - - = 4-9 


M". Samuel Hartley Keeper of the Hospital Reported this Day 
further, that one George Williams Jun’. is not quite recovered of 
the Small Pox, the following Orders were given him 


Boston October 30, 1771 
Mr’. Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that the Hemp landed from Capt. 
Derbys Ship is now in his Opinion sufficiently smoked and ai’d 
and may be suffered to be taken off the Island with safety to the 
Inhabitants. You having also Reported that one George Will- 
iams who came in said Ship is not quite recovered from the 
Small Pox, neither has he been smoked & cleansed [145.] he 
cannot therefore yet leave the Island, as to the Hemp you may 
suffer it to be brought off. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
WixtiiamM Coorer Town Clk. 


Jonathan Jenkins of Engine N°. 3 attended, and presented one 
Jn°. Newell Woodward as a suitable Person for his Engine Com- 
pany, in the room of one John Bound who has resigned. 

Voted, that the said Woodward be accepted as an Engine Man 
in said Company. 

M"*. Torrey in the name of the Tanners applyd to the Select- 
men praying, that the Butchers who hold Stalls in the Market may 
be obliged to deliver the Hides of the Cattle brought to Market 
according to Agreement. 

The Town Clerk is directed to furnish the Selectmen with the 
Papers relative to Paddys Alley laid out by the Justices & Select- 
men in a new Street. 

The Selectmen passed upon a number of accounts. 

The Clerk of the Market is to be directed by M*. Williston, to 
attend with an Account of the Hydes brought into Market by the 
Butchers on Fryday 11. OClock. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Nov’. 6. 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Hancock, Mason, Storer. 

[146.] Ml’. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was 
directed to receive into the Almshouse on the Province Acco‘. one 
Peter Kelley a diseased Stranger who is not an Inhabitant of any 
Town in this Province nor having wherewithall to support himself 
— Order signed by M'. Hancock & M’. Mason. 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 13, 1771. — 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Mason, Storer. 

M*. Cooper was directed to publish an Advertisement relative 
to payment of the Premiuin on Mulberry Trees first consulting 
M'. Whitwell who pays the Premium and one Selectman. 

M’. Benjamin Gray Chosen a Collector of Taxes for the year 
1771, offers M". Thomas Leveret and M*. Levy Jennings as his 
Bondsmen — 

Voted that M*. Leveret be accepted but not M'. Jennings. 

Passed upon M*. Ebenezer Storers Province Account amounting 
to Four Pounds as p. Copy on file. 

M". Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse on 
the Province Account one Lucretia Seave a poor infirm Person 
who is aStranger and not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Proy- 
ince, neither has she wherewith all to support herself, Order 
signed by M". Storer & Mr". Inches & dated Octo’. 8’. 1771, & 
by William Phillips an Overseer. 

M". Sutton Master of Engine N. 7. presented Amos Thayer as 
a suitable Person for his Engine Company in the room of Richard 
Brooks Emmons who has resigned. 

Voted, that he be accepted accordingly. 

[14'7.] M’. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Alms 
house to be supported at the Province charge one Margaret Reed 
& one Nancy Shay who are Strangers and not Inbabitants of any 
Town in this Province neither have they wherewithall to support 
themselves. Order signed by two of the Selectmen Octo’. 8. 
1771. viz. M". Inches & MY’. Storer, & by M’. Phillips an Over- 
seer. 

M". Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse to 
be supported at the Province charge one Hugh Obrien an infirm 
Stranger, not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province nor 
having where with all to support himself, Order signed by Mr’. 
Mason & M’. Inches. 

M". Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse on 
the Province charge or at least to supply with necessary one Jacob 
Sweeter who is a Stranger & not an Inhabitant of any Town in 
this Province, nor having wherewithall to support himself, Order 
signed by two of the Selectmen viz'. M’. Inches & M*. Mason. 

John Erving Esq. & M*. Thomas Peck are offered by M*. Parker 
as Bondsmen for M*. Thomas Parkes, keeping the Walls of the 
new ‘Tombs he is erecting near the Almshouse in Repair penslty 
£20: 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Noy". 20, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Mason, Storer. 

(148.] M’. Edward Hollyday Collector of Taxes for 1771, 
presents M". John Winslow & M'. Hermanes Brimmer for his 
Bondsmen, Accepted by the Selectmen. 

M". Benjamin Gray presents M". Thomas Leaveret & Mr’. Rich- 
ard Salter, as Bondsmen for his faithful discharge of the Trust of 
a Collector which he has been chosen to for 1771. Accepted by 
the Selectmen, 
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M'. Abraham Savage a Collector of Taxes for 1771 presents 
M'. Archibald M‘Neil & Daniel Maccarty marriner as his Bonds- 
men, Accepted by the Selectmen. 

M'. Benjamin Henderson a Collector of Taxes for 1771, pre- 
sents Job Prince and Edward Carnes as his Bondsmen for 
accepted by the Selectmen. | 

M'. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed to re- 
ceive into the Almshouse on the Province Acco’. one William 
Ranson a sick Stranger who is not an inhabitant of any Town in 
this Province, neither has he wherewithall to support himself, 
Orders dated Nov’. 19. 1771. & signed by two of the Selectmen 
viz'. M'. Mason & M'. Pemberton & one Overseer, viz'. Benjamin 
Dolbear, And also an Order dated the 20, to receive a Lame Per- 
son named not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Provy- 
ince nor having wherewithall to support himself, Order signed 
by M'. Jackson & M"*. Mason. Selectmen — William Greenleaff, 
Overseer. 

Passed upon D'. Joseph Warrens Province Acco‘. amounting as 
by Copy on file to £.213-16. 

M". Ruggles & M'. Bryant who hire Stalls in Faneuil Hall 
Market. 


[149.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen June 
Boe id 1. eresent 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Nov’. 25, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

A Warrant from the Hon’. Judge of Probate for this County 
as the Selectmen, desiring & impowering them to enquire into the 
Circumstances of James Otis Esq. of Boston represented by his 
Relations & Friends as a Distracted Person &c. was received, and 
the Selectmen Agreed to see the said M’. Otis immediately. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 26, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, Storer. 
The following Warrant was rec*. from the Judge of Probate. 
& a Return made thereon, Viz". 
Probate Office Suffolk Ss. 
To the Gentlemen Selectmen of the Town of Boston 
Greeting 

It having been represented to me by the Relations & Friends 
of James Otis of Boston Esq. that the said James is a Non 
Compos Distracted or Lunatick Person & a proper Subject for a 
Guardian. 

Pursuant therefore to the Directions of the Province Law in 
such case provided. You are hereby desired and impowered to 
consider the case of the said James & upon the Evidence you 
may have Report to me whether you find him to be a Non Compos 
Distracted or Lunatick Person or not, and such Report to be made 
under the hands of the major part of you. 

Dated at Boston & the Seal of Office Affixed this 25. Day of 
Novem". 1771 & the twelfth year of the Kings Reign 

Ts, Hurcuinson Judge Probate 


104 City Document No. 42. 


We the Subscribers by virtue of the within Warrant have made 
due Inquisition into the Circumstances of the within [150. | named 
James Otis Esq. & are fully of Opinion that he is a Distracted 
Person. 

JOSEPH JACKSON 

JOHN Hancock 

Sam. PEMBERTON 

HENpERSON INCHES 

Jona. Mason 

EBENEZER STORER 
Selectmen of Boston 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 27, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

Samuel Prichard a diseased young Fellow apply’d to the Select- 
men for Relief, says he formerly lived with M*. Legat of Lemin- 
ister as a Servant, who sold him to John Cheney of Winchendon 
who sold him to Richard Parsons, & Levy Bigsby, they sold his 
time to Thomas Geary, & Geary sold his time to Isaac Hollister. 

M". Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse to 
be supported at the Province Charge Samuel Prichard a diseased 
Stranger who is not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province, 
neither has he anything to support himself, Order signed by M’. 
Jackson & M". Mason Selectmen. 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/3 p. 
Bushel and that Six Pence p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for 
their Charges Pains & Livelihood which is computed as follows, 
Viz‘. 


Ib. Oz. dr. 
A 4°, Brown Loaf ? Wheat + Rye meal must weigh 2-11 - 
a 4°, Ditto, not above 4 Indian meal d°. 3-12 
Bisket of a Copper price - - - ------------ 4-9 


Whereas The Selectmen have’g furnished me the Subscriber 
appointed by the Court of Sessions a Sealer for the Town of 
Boston, with a Beam Scales, Weights & measures, amounting to 
£. 2-19-8, lawful Money, I promise to be accountable to the 
Selectmen for the Time being, for the same. 

Witness my hand 
JOsEePpH WINSLOW. 


[151.] Voted, that the Town Clerk have a draft for £. 20. 

Coll’. Jackson is appointed to order Plastering to a Shop 
occupied by 

Mr’. John Baker is appointed by the Selectmen to inspect into 
what relates to Deer Island, and to give information to the Select- 
men if any Stones or Ballast is taken off from said Island. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem’. 4, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

M", Mollineaux applys to the Selectmen for relief for a poor 
Woman in the Factory. a disabled Soldiers Wife. 

M’. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Alms house on 
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the Province Account one Patrick Kidney, a sick Stranger not an 
Inhabitant of any Town in this Province, nor having wherewitha‘l 
to support himself Order dated Novem’. 11". & signed by two 
of the Selectmen, Viz'. M’. Pemberton & M’. Mason & M’. Samuel 
Whitwell an Overseer. 

M’. Farmer was also directed to receive one James Thompson a 
sick Stranger. Order dated Noy". 29. & signed by the above 
named Selectmen, Viz'., M’. Pemberton & M'. Mason—& by 
M*. Samuel Whitwell an Overseer. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Decem’. 11, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

The Tanners attended & complain’d that M’. Bryant had broke 
his Agreement respecting the Hydes brougit. 

Voted, that M". Bryant be turned out of the Market. 


[152.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Decem". 
14,1771. Present, Hancock, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

The Selectmen having again taken up the affair of the Stalls 
Leased to Bryant, after due consideration came into the following 
Vote — 

Whereas it appears to us that it is for the Interest of the Town 
of Boston that M*. Bryant be immediately removed from the Stalls 
in Faneuil Market now occupied by him therefore Voted unani- 
mously that the said John Bryant remove all his effects out of 
Faneuil Hall market and deliver up said Stalls on or before Mon- 
day next at One OClock P.M. and that he the said Bryant be served 
with a Copy of this Vote. 


Boston Decem’. 14, 1771. 
Agreable to the above Vote, the Selectmen took Vose & 
as Witnesses, and warned M*. John Bryant to leave his 
Stalls on or before One OClock Monday next, the Town Clerk also 
served him with a Copy of the above Vote. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem’. 16, 1771, 
A.M. Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Mason, Storer. 

Cap‘. Beals attended, and informed the Selectmen that he had 
received into his House as a Boarder one Thomas Cawlin froin 
Newhaven in Connecticut; who is taken with a Fever & has not 
wherewithall to support himself, whereupon D'. Warren was 
directed to visit him as a Physician. 


Boston Ss :. At a Meeting of the Select men, Decem’. 16, 1771. 
P.M. Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 

M*. James Bryant applys to the Selectmen praying [1535.] 
That he may have the Stalls in the market, whici his Brother John 
improved for some time past. 

Voted, that the consideration of M’. Bryants request be referred 
over to Wednesday next. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem". 18, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Mason, Storer. 
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Passed upon William Dickmans Province Account amounting as 
by Copy on file to £. 4-18. 

The Tanners of this Town attended and presented a Petition to 
the Selectmen praying that M*. John Robinson may have the 
Stalls in Faneuil Hall market, lately occupied by M*. John Bryant. 

M". Love was directed to go over to Roxbury, and bring from 
their Almshouse one M*. Cleasby (?) who he is to carry to our 
Almshouse. 

M'. James Bryant applys to the Selectmen for the hire of the 
five Stalls on the North Corner. 

The Selectmen have Agreed to meet at 10 OClock next Sat- 
turday & to warn 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem’. 21, 1771. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

Renew’d (?) the Jury Box. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/3. p. 
Bushel & that 6°. p Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains & Livelihood which is computed as follows, Viz‘. — 


Ib. oz. dr. 
a 4°. Brown Loaf 3? Wheat + Rye Meal must 
weigh 2-11 
a 4°. Ditto not above § Indian Meal, d?°. 3-12 
Bisket of a Copper price ---------------- 4—9— 


[154.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 1, 
1771 (sic). Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Mason, Storer 

M*. John Fleet informs that he has taken into his Family as a 
Maid Servant one Esther Crawford, who came to this Town from 
Townsend at the Eastward; she got here about three Weeks past 
& was received by M’. Fleet the 3°. of December. 

The following was sent the Assessors. 


Gentlemen 
It is our Opinion that the following Persons Inhabitants of 
other Towns in this Province ought to be taxed here for the 
Real Estate they Occupy, and the business they do here, it being 
agreable to Law, Viz'. 
The Hon’, James Russel Esq. 
Ralph Inman Esq. 
Joseph Palmer & Comp’. 
Elisha Doane Esq. 
We are 
Gentlemen 
Your hum. Serv’. 
JosEPH JACKSON 
Joun Ruppock 
SAMUEL PEMBERTON 
Hrnperson INcues . 
JONATHAN Mason 
To Selectmen of Boston. 
The Assessors of the Town of Boston. 
Boston December 28, 1771 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 8, 1772. 
Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Mason. 


[155.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Jan’. 15", 
1772. Present, Jackson, Hancock, Storer, Pemberton, Mason. 

M'. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed by two 
of the Selectmen viz'. Mr. Hancock & Mason, to receive into the 
Almshouse on the Province charge one Mary Blake a Stranger 
who is not an Inhabitant of this Province neither has she where- 
withall to support herself, Order sign’d by Sam. Whitwell Over- 
seer dated Jan’. 4. 

M'. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed to re- 
ceive into the Almshouse one William Checus (7) a sick stranger 
who is not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province nor having 
wherewithall to support himself, Order signed by M’. Hancock 
& M*. Mason, Selectmen, & Sam. Partridge Overseer. & dated 
Aug*. 10, 1771. 7 

Cap‘. Read master of Engine N. 5: appeared, and desired the 
Selectmen to appoint another Master of said Engine in his room, 
his age & Infirmities obliging him to resign. 

Mem?. Coll®. Jackson received of Brookers Donation Interest 
Mony of Fullerton, Minot, Grant & Haskill. £. 42-8- 

Distributed as follows 


Widow Loring - Hatter- — - - 4 Dollars | 
M*. Ruth Loring - - ~ - 4 Dollars } 
Widow Oliver - - - - - Ah Chae gs a 
Widow Lee - - - - - Ae Ae sees 
Widow Nichols - - - - - ee | 
Widow Hodges - - - - SPR NGG ree a 
M’. Hancock distributes 

Widow Bridge - - - - - Ae 

Widow Fowle -- - - - - weld § eh 

Widow Metret - - - - - 4 d° 


: Jackeen distributes 
de. 

i hes 

r 


° 


Q 
© 


LPP _ RS 
a 
fo} 


Widow Draper - - - “s 
Widow Biggs’ - - - 2 - 
Widow E. Loring - - : ~ 
Widow Delaplace - - > - 


Widow Mitchel - - - - - ae. 
M'. Mason d°. carried over 
[156.] Widow Stone - . : 4 | 
» Widow Coleman - - - - cet, 
M". Lobden~ - - - - - ata at wee 
M’. Pemberton distributes 
Widow Robins - . ~ - - Anwet? 
Widow Brooks - - - - - y Terra ig 
Widow Hicks - - - - “ Wi 2 


M'. Rudstock d?°. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 22°. 1771. 
Present, Col°. Jackson, M'. Pemberton, Deac". Mason, Capt”. 
Ruddock, Dea’. Storer. 
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M". Shubael Hewes Appointed Master of the Engine N°. 5 in 
the room of M". Read who resigned 

Distributed to the following persons of the Interest monies arise- 
ing from Brookers donation — 


Widow Downes - - - four PR eal 

Widow Murray - - - an Cie 

Widow Caswell - - - css wanthes aes pes 
Widow Glover - : < UC Cm ircy : 
Widow Allin - - - aby Ga 

Widow M°Cloud - - - ike he 

Widow Kneeland - - age d°. -do. M*. Pemberton 
Widow Dodge - - - do. d®% - d°. M’. Ruddo— 


M*. Nathaniel Hall presents a Petition praying that he may be 
approbated as a Retailer of Spiritous Liquors at his Distill House in 
Back Street North Iend, in the room of M’. John Gould deceased. 

The Constables appeard & proposed next Wednesday for a 
Town Meeting for the choice of Jurymen, for February Court 
agreable to a Venire received for that purpose which time was ap- 
proved of by the Selectmen. 


[15%7.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen 29', 1772. 
Present, Jackson, Ruddock, Pemberton, Mason, Storer. 

Let the Wharff adjoining to the Battery to Maj’. Ruddock for 
Five years, reserving the Communication to and from the Battery 
at £. 13-6.8. to commence 25’. March next, he to fill up the holes 
& leave y® Premisses in y* same Repair, he receives them. 

[mem?’. to suspend the matter. ] 

Gilbert Sharp Master of Engine N°. — applys for the Premium 
allowed by the Town for bringing his Engine to work first upon the 
Fire which lately broke out near the New Brick Meeting House. 

Voted, that he have a draft for his Premium. 


drawn for —- 
Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/3 
p- Bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood, which 1s computed as follows, 
Viz". 


Ib, oz. dr. 
A 4%, Brown Loaf # Wheat 4 Rye meal must weigh 2-11- 
4 (1°, - - not above $ Indian meal - --------- 3-12 
Bisket of a Copper price------------------ -4-9 


M*. Nathaniel Hall approbated as a Retailer at his distill house 
in Back Strect North End in the room of John Gould deceased. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 5, 1772. 
Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Ruddock, Mason, Storer. 

Passed upon Samucl Hartleys Province Account amounting as 
p. Copy on file to £. 14-5-8- 

William Sutton Master of Engine N°. 7 apply’d for the Pre- 
mium, allowed by the Town for bringing his Engine to work first at 
the I*ire which lately broke out at Blowers Building King Street. 

Voted, that he haye a draft accordingly. 

drawn for, Jan’, draft. 


le 
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Mr’. Barret one of the Officers for szizing Coal Baskets, ap- 
peared & Informed that he was sued, for taking a Coal Basket 
which had been condemned by Justice Avery & cited to appear at 
Stoughton. 

The Selectmen agreed to support the Officer in the legal Exe- 
cution [158. ] of his Office. 

M'. Jenkins Master of Engine N°. 8, presented M’. John 
Minzies as a suitable Person for his Engine Comp’. in the room 
of John Roberts deceased, who was accordingly accepted. 

M’. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse to 
be supported at the Province charge one Sarah Hartshorne & two 
of her Children, who are Strangers and not Inhabitants of any 
Town in this Province nor having wherewithall to support. them- 
selves, Order signed by two of the Selectmen, viz'., Coll°. 
Jackson & Maj’. Ruddock & one Overseer, viz'. M™. Daniel 
Waldo. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Feb’. 12, 1772. 
Present, Jackson, Pemberton, Inches, Mason. 


At a Meeting of the Selectmen & Justices & Overseers A 
Walk or Visitation of the Town was Agreed upon this Day as p. 
Account of particulars on file. 

Charles Hamnock returned the Key of the Town house Cellar 
Biel. 07 . 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 19, 1772. 
Present, Jackson, Inches, Mason. 

Mr’. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse on 
the Province charge, one James Martin a Sick Stranger, not an 
Inhabitant of any Town in this Province nor having wherewithall 
to support himself. 

Order signed by Coll’. Jackson & M’. Mason Selectmen & 
William Greenleaff an Overseer. 

(159.] M*. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the 
Almshouse to be supported at the Province Charge, David 
Dolbear his Wife and Child, they not being Inhabitants of any 
Town in this Province nor having wherewithall to support them- 
selves. 

Order dated Feb’. 14, & signed by Coll’. Jackson & M’. 
Mason two of the Selectmen, and William Greenleaff an Over- 
seer. 

Mr’. Paul Farmer was directed on the 15 Ins*. by two of the 
Selectmen viz'. Coll®. Jackson & M". Mason & M". William 
Greenleaff an Overseer, one George Downing a sick Stranger 
not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province nor having where- 
withall to support himself. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 20, 1772. 
Present, Jackson, Mason. 

The Overseers and Justices made Report of the State of their - 
several Wards as p. the Papers on File. 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Feb’. 26, 1772. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/3 p. 
Bushel, and that 6°. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows, 


Viz". 


: Ib. oz dr, 
A 4%, Brown Loaf 2? Wheat } Rye Meal must weigh 2-11 
ce 4 d°. not above § Indian Meal d®. - - - - 38-12 
Bisket of-a Copper price .-, 3) =e i se - 7 8 429 


Ordered, that M". Henderson have his Bonds as Collector for 
the Year 1770 delivered up to him, he having produced his Re- 
ceipts in full from the several Treasurers, & had a draft for his 
Premium. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 27, 1772. 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Pemberton, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

[160.] The Committee appointed by the Town on the 2%. of 
April last to apply to a proper Person to deliver an Oration on the 
5 March next attended and acquainted the Selectmen, that 
in pursuance of the Order of the Town they had apply’d to 
D'. Warren, who has accepted ; and as it appeared by the Vote of 
the Town that the Oration is to be delivered on the 5. of March 
1772. the Comm®*. inform the Selectmen of their proceedings, that 
a Town Meeting may be calied on the said 5. of March, that they 
may be notified thereof that the Vote of the Town may be carried 
into execution on said Day accordingly. 

The Selectmen having the aforegoing matter into consideration, 
and the Question being put, passed in the Negative. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen March 2°. 1772.— 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

Passed upon M’*. Paul Farmers Province Accounts amounting as 
by Copys on file to £.516. 7. 4, & £. 39- 10- 54. 

The Selectmen received a Petition from a number of the Inhab- 
itants praying that a Town Meeting. may be called to Receive the 
Report of the Committee appointed to procure an Oration to be de- 
livered on the 5. of March Ins‘. and the same having been taken 
into Consideration. 

Voted, that a Town Meeting be called on Thursday next 
9. OClock Before Noon. 

Voted, that M’. Isaiah Thomas have the printing of the Notifica- 
tions. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, March 4, 1772.— 
Present, Jackson, Hancock, Inches, Mason, Storer. 

[161.] Passed upon several Accounts 

Voted, that the Town Clerk be directed to issue a Warrant for 
the Annual March Meeting, the 9 of this Ins*. 

Voted, that M". Byles have the printing of the Notifications for 
the insuing ‘Town Meeting 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 5, 1772 
a.m. Present, Jackson, Hancock, Inches, Mason. 

Voted, that the Rev*. M’. Lothrop be desired to open the Annual 
March Meeting with Prayer. Prayer was made by the Rev’. M’. 
Hirst it being his turn. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen March 13, 1771 
(sic). Present, Mess". Scollay, Marshall, Austin. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set a Wheat at 6/ 3p 
Bushel and that 6¢. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows, 
Viz'. 

Ib. 02. dr. 


A 4°, Brown Loaf #? Wheat + Rye meal must weigh 2-11 
a 4°. Ditto, not above 4 Indian Meal must weigh 3-12 
Bisket of a Copper price - - - - - - - - - 4-9 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen March 18 1772.— 
Present, Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

Mr’. Cade attended, and pray’d the Select men that M’*. Joseph 
Edmands may be joined with him in the care of the North Bury- 
ing Ground, whereupon. 

Voted, that M*. Edmands be accordingly appointed with Mr’. 
Cade to the care of the North Burying Ground. 

M*. Dolbear a poor man, sent here from Situate in Rhode 
Island Government, attended with the Keeper of the | Almshouse 
& praying that himself & Wife may be be (sic) sent [162.] To 
the Town of Mendon by Warrant, as they are proper Inhabitants 
of said Town. Whereupon — the Town Clerk was directed to 
write a Letter to the Selectmen of Mendon informing them that 
said Dolbear & Wife were Infirm & being unable to provide for 
themselves were sent to the Almshouse; & that they must expect 
to defrey the charge of their maintenance while there. 

M*. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed by two 
of the Selectmen viz. M*. Scollay & M’. Newell & one Overseer 
viz. M*. Willism Greenleaff to receive into said House to be 
supported at the Province Charge one William Moore a lame 
Stranger who is not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province 
nor has he wherewithall to support himself. Order signed 
14’ Ins‘. 

The Town Clerk is directed to procure for the Selectmen a 
Book lately published intitled an Abridgement of the Province 
Laws — and also to get the late Province Acts added to the Law 
Books. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen March 23%. 1772. 
Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin, Marshall. 
The following Letter was sent to the Selectmen of Mendon. 


Boston March 19. 1772. 


Gentlemen 
This is to acquaint you that one David Dolbear with his Wife 
and Child has been sent to this Town from Rhode Island Govern- 
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ment, by a Warrant for that purpose but upon inquiry and 
examination it appears that said Dolbear possessed a Real Estate 
in. Mendon, and resided upon it a considerable time, and conse- 
quently become an Inhabitant of said Town. He is now in our 
Almshouse and has some Household Goods which were sent with 
him from Rhode Island; but as he is Aged and infirm and neither 
himself or Wife able to travel on foot. [163.] We give you this 
notice, that you may take such methods as you think proper to 
convey him to Mendon, and so prevent any further charge falling 
upon your Town. 
By Order of the Selectmen. 
WitLt1AM Cooper Town Clerk 


M’. Veasy proposes to give up the Shop he hires of the Town, 
which is near the Consert Hall; as soon as his Quarter is up. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, March 25. 1772 
Present Mess"™. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

M*. Scollay in the Chair. 

M*. Hancock & Newell a Committee to Settle with Coll. 
Henshaw Respecting M™. Brookers Donation & receiving the 
Bonds &c. 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/3 p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 


Charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows — 
WZ 


Ib. oz. dr. 
A 4°, Brown Loaf 34 Wheat 4% Rye Meal must weigh 2- 11 
A 4 Ditto, not above % Indian Meal 3— 12 
Bisket of a Copper price eR 


The Selectmen have agreed upon the Petition of Joseph Thorp, 
to view a peice of Land near the Fortification, which he desires 
may be Leased to him for the purpose of carrying on the Potters 
Business. 

M’. William Whitwell has agreeable to his Obligation given to 
the Selectmen of 1768. paid into the present Selectmen One 
hundred Dollars to be distributed as Premiums for the Raising of 
Mulberry Trees — which money was delivered to M*. Hancock, to 
keep for the purposes expressed by the Donors. 

[164.] M*. White Tallow Chandler apply’d to the Selectmen 
for their consent to his erecting a Tallow Chandlers House on a 
peice of Land near the Mill Creek. 

The Town Clerk is directed to apply to the Town Treasurer for 
a particular Account of all the Real Estate Incomes &c. belonging 
to the Town of Boston, as also of what Quit Rents are coming in. 

It is Agreed by the Selectmen, to meet punctually at 4. O’Clock 
P.M. for the dispateh of the Towns Business untill the Month of 
September next, and if any one of the Selectmen is prevented 
attending, it is expected that a Billet will be lodged at the Cham- 
bers, giving notice thereof. 
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It is also Agreed by the Selectmen, that they will pass upon all 
Accounts, given in, on the last Wednesday of every Month. 

It is also Agreed that the Chair shall be taken in monthly Rota- 
tion, by the respective Selectmen. | 

The Town Clerk is directed to write unto M*. Lewis of Roxbury 
& M*. Enoch Brown on the Neck, to be at the Selectmens Cham- 
ber on Wednesday next. 

M’. Hancock & M’. Wendell a Committee to take care of the 
Common, and to order necessary Repairs to Bank &e. 

The Selectmen gave Coll’. Jackson a late Selectman, a Receit 
for four several Bonds, viz — : 

a Bondi of Peter Oliver & William Clerk for 433. oz Silver 
dated 14’. May 1746. 

a Bond of Samuel Millers dated Septem’. 2°. 1747. for £. 100- 
Old tenor. 

another Bond of Samuel Millers for £. 100. 0 Tenor, dated 26! 
June 1747. 

a Bond of Samuel Haskels for £. 200 — dated the 20’ Decem’. 
1768. being these he received of the Executors of M*. Brookers 
Will, for which he gave his Receipt — which Bonds are now put 
in the File of Selectmens Bond. 

[165.] Interest Received in full on his Bond of M*. Grant 
the 23°. March Inst. being £. 10. lawful money, part of the 
Moneys lent out of Brookers Donation. 

M*’s. Fowle, Widow, had four Dollars out of M*™. Brookers 
money p. order of the Selectmen, which money was given Coll’. 
Marshal to deliver her. 

Mem’. M'. Neweli has Nine pounds fourteen Shillings, in his 
hands. see Aprill 

The Selectmen have Agreed to visit the Alms House in order to 
view the Province Poor, on Fryday next 11. OClock, in order 
to determine which of them are fit to leave the House. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 1, 1772. 
Present, Mess®. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

Mr. Scollay in the Chair. 

M". Shubael Hewes Master of Engine N°. — applys to the 
Selectmen for the Premium allowed by the Town to his Compy. for 
bringing their Engine to work first at the Fire which broke out this 
morning at M". Cordis’ House in King Street. 

drawn for. 

Voted, that he have a draft for his Premium being 13/4. 

Mr’. Veasy delivered up the Key of the shop he hired of the 

Town, near Concert Hall, this Day — 

Mess". Pollard & Winnut. being about giving up the Store they 
have hired of the Town M’. Henry Humphreys a Stranger proposes 
to take it up on the same terms. 

M’. Tileston has discharged the three years Interest on his 
Bond for £. 60. being M"™. Brookers Donation— the Interest 
amounting to £. 10-16- lawful money. 

[166.] The Selectmen having view’d the peice of Land Mr’. 
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Thorp proposed to Lease of the Town for the purpose of the 
Potters Business cannot fall in with the proposal without the 
approbation of the Town first obtain’d. 

The Selectmen cannot consent to M'. Whites erecting a Tallow 
Chandlers Shop near the Mill Creek, as it does not appear to be 
agreeable to the Neighbours. 

The Selectmen have let a Warehouse lately hired by M*. Pol- 
lard & Winnut; to M’. Henry Humphreys, and the ‘Town Clerk is 
directed to take his Obligation with another hand to it, for the 
payment of the Rent, to be of the same tenor with Mess. Winnut 
& Pollards. 

The Town Clerk is directed to acquaint the Town Treasurer, 
that he may settle Mess. Pollard & Winnut’s Rent to this Day tho. 
his Quarter is not up. 

Mo". Austin & M'. Wendell, 2 Committee to view Master Lovels 
Fence, aud Report what Repairs is necessary. 

The following Letter was sent Judge Oliver 


Sir, 

The Selectmen have been informed by Coll®. Jackson, who 
was of their Board the last year, that you had assured him 
that agreeable to their desire the Bond given by your self and 
the late D'. Clark to M™. Brooker which now rests with them, 
would have been paid off, before you left the Town: As this has 
not been done they now renew their request, that you would im- 
mediately discharge the same, but if this should not suit your 
present convenience, they then expect you will as soon as possi- 
ble give them a new Obligation with good Sureties for the Sum 
now due as principle & Interest on the Old Bonds. The Select- 
_tnen cannot but hope that you will excuse their thus importuning 
you, as it wholly proceeds, from compassion to the poor Widows 
{| 16%. ] for whom They are appointed Trustees in M"®. Brookers 
Will, & a concern to avoid the imputation of unfaithfull Steward. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
Witiram Cooper Town Clerk 
Boston March 30 1772. 


The Hon. Peter Oliver Esq. 


The Sum of £20-— 10/ in the Selectmens hands, of M”™. 
Brookers Donation, was distributed as follows Viz*. 
The Widow Bass 
The Widow Baral Distributed by M’*. Seollay 
M™. Muggeridge | 
The Widow Wendell —M"*. Cooper 
The Widow Wheeler 
M”™. Thayers | 
M™. Martin Mr’. Austin 
Widow Oliver 
M"™. Butler 
M". Molly kate Coll?. Marshall 
Widow Delaplaec 
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M*. Leblond 
M*. Newell Pee Newell 
Widow Nichols 
M*™. Miller M". Wendell 
M™. Welch 
Widow Lee Mr’. Hancock 
mem?°. Four Dollars each were dl*. them. 
Coll®. Henshaw desires of the Selectmen that he may have the 
refusal of Deer Island, when M"*. Pratts Lease expires. 


[168.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen April 8, 
1772. A.M. Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

M’. Scollay in the Chair. 

The Selectmen received a Letter from Robert Hooper Esq. of 
Marblehead dated 6". Ins‘. acquainting them that his Brigg’. Am- 
hurst left London the 4" March & the Downs the 8” that a Person 
on Board was taken with the Small Pox, but had it so favourably, 
that he bas been able to do duty a fortnight past. That their 
being Hemp Lines & Lemmons between Decks, the Selectmen 
of Marblehead had ordered the Briggandine for Rainsfords 
Island; but there was no other Person on board as the Captain 
declared, liable to take the Distemper — whereupon — 

Voted, that the following Letter be sent M*. Hartleys Keeper of 
the Hospital. — Viz’. — 

Boston April 8. 1772. 
M". Samuel Hartley 

Having received a Letter from M*. Hooper, of Marblehead 
Owner of the Briggandine Amhurst, informing that said Vessel 
left the Downs the 8" of March, & that a Person on board was 
taken with the Small Pox, but has been so well as to have been 
able to do duty for about a fortnight past — that there is no other 
Person on board to have the Distemper but that there is Hemp 
Lines & Lemmons &e. between Decks; and that the Selectmen 
of Marblehead had ordered the Vessel to Rainsfords Island, 
where they expect due care will be taken to cleanse the Vessel 
and Goods from Infection — Our Orders to you are that you do 
not suffer the Vessel to come up till you have our permission, and 
that you do not permit any Person to go on board or leave the 
Vessel — that you receive all such Articles on Shore as the Cap- 
tain shall deliver you, and any one of the Seamen or Passengers 
that you suspect may be liable to take the Infection, must be 
received into the Well House. Smoke the Letters thoroughly and 
then send or bring them up immediately [169.] to the Post Office ; 
you must smoke the Brigg" & examine the Circumstances both of 
Vessel and Cargo, and Report the same to us as soon as possible 
when you will have our further Orders. 

JOHN SCOLLAY 
TimotHy NEWELL 
CoLL®. MARSHALL 
SaMuEL AUSTIN 
OLIVER WENDELL 
Selectmen of Boston 
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The Committee to view M*. Lovels. Fence Report That the 
Fence is so much out of Repair, that it will be best to Erect a 
new one — where upon — 

Voted, that the Committee be desired to see the same effected. 


Boston Ss: Ata meeting of the Selectmen April 8, 1772. P.M. 
Present, Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

M’. Scollay in the Chair. 

Six Petit Jurors for April Court were drawn out of the Box. 

Received of M*. George Minot one years Interest of his Bond 
for £200 to 30. of December last being M"™. Brookers Donation; 
the same being Twelve pounds lawful, was taken by Deacon 
Newell Distributed as follows — Vizt — 


SAE EN 9 ee ir a ne Sp aaa g 4 Dollars 

M*™. Chapel - - - ------- - A de. Deacon Newell 

NIZE SW BOP Und a ete tefoa le ia lieile tes Aud?, 

IS? AILUISURS eo Soh et neat at ee =r 4-d°.. M’*. Scollan 

SWE LON it eee ees ere gam mes 4da°. M*. Wendell 

MA Hawkins - «) <5 -*stsyie ie oo 4d°. M*. Austin 

M*. Nuttage ---------- 4°. 

MeiseSalter vs frie -: kv eaee & 4 d°. } M'. Marshall 

M™, Marion ~ -4- - (2 s(+ = = 4 5 Any?s 

Ms. Wainwright - - -- -- - - 4d° Mr. Hancock p. Cooper 


40 Dollars. 

[1'70.] The Selectmen have lately visited the Almshouse to 
examine into the Circumstances of the Province Poor, and do not 
find any of them fit to be sent out of the House except one 
William Ranchon & James Oytis—who have since left the 
Hospital. 

M’*. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed to re- 
ceive into the House to be supported at the Province Charge one 
Elizabeth Mumfort a sick Stranger not an Inhabitant of any 
Town in this Province nor having wherewithall to support her- 
self — Order signed by M’. Scollay & Ml’. Newell Selectmen & 
M’. Daniel Waldo an Overseer — and signed April 3°. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, April 9, 1772. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

_ M’. Hartley attended, and informed the Selectmen that he had 
been on board Cap‘. Dixys Briggandine, that he does not find that 
there is any Passengers in the Ship, nor any of the Hands liable 
‘to receive the Infection — that there is Hemp & other Articles be- 
tween Decks which require smoking &*. whereupon the following 
Letter was given Mr’. Hartley 

Boston April 9. 1772 

M’. Samuel Hartley 

You must take down with you what Brimstone Vinegar &*. may 
be necessary to cleanse Cap’. Dixys Brigg™®. and the Goods be- 
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tween Decks &*. you must thoroughly smoke the Letters and then 
send them up immediately to the P ou must take all 
the Bedding and Clothing of the People on Shore, and cleanse and 
air them sufficiently, and the Person who has had the Small Pox 
must go the Well house, for an airing and smoking, and no one 
must be suffered to go on board or leave the Vessel without our 
permission therefor — We expect you take the utmost care to pre- 
vent the Infections being communicated, and Report to us again 


as soon as you are able — 


JOHN SCOLLAY 
TimotHy NEWELL 
THomas MARSHALL 
, Sam. AUSTIN 
Selectmen 


[1'71.] Major Dawes has made application to the Selectmen 
for the use of thirty Small Arms belonging to the Town, in order 
to exercise a new Company of Grenadiers —whereupon, 

Voted, That the request of Major Daws be granted, he giving a 
Receipt for the Smal! Arms, and engaging to return them in good 
Order, when required. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen April 19,— 1772. 
Present, Scollay, Newell, Austin, Wendell. 

M*. Samuel Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rainsfords 
Island, attended, and informs the Selectmen that le had taken on 
shore, the Bedding Clothing &c. of Cap’. Dixys People, which are 
now well smoked & cleansed, and the People washed with Vine- 
gar, —that he had taken all the Hemp between Decks, on shore as 
also the Lemmons & Spare Sails, that some of the Lines are loose 
between Decks, some in Casks & all has been smoked as well as 
the Vessel, and that they are still going on with smoking & the 
Brigg"’. may now leave the Island with safety — whereupon — 

Voted, that the following Letter be sent to Marblehead. 


Boston April 14. 1772 
M’. Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that you had proceeded according 
to our directions in smoking & cleansing Cap’. Dixeys Vessel 
Bedding Clothing &c. as also the Lines &c. between Decks. Our 
farther Orders are that you take all the loose Lines which are 
between Decks, on shore & well smoke and air them — And you 
having given it as your Opinion that the Brigg"’. may now leave 
the Island with safety, we hereby permit you to let said Vessel 
depart giving the Vessel & the Mens Clothing another good 
smoking &c. as you cannot be too careful in your endeavors to 
prevent. a spread of the Infection— Youl take care to have a 
Reimburstm*‘. of the Expence you have been at in cleansing Cap*. 
Dixys Vessel &*. 
J. SCOLLAY 
T. NEWELL 
T. MaARrsHALL 
O. WENDELL 
Selectmen of Boston 
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P.S. The Cap'*. Wife must have a shift of Clothes before she 
departs and when you have thoroughly aired & smoked y* Goods 
you take on shore present the sare to us. 


[172.] Boston April 14! 1772 
Gentlemen 
This is to acquaint you that the Keeper of the Hospital at 
Rainsfords Island having Reported to us that the Briggandine 
Ambhurst Capt. Dixy owned in your Town and ordered here on 
account of the Small Pox has been sufficiently smoked and 
cleansed and the Goods between Decks liable to retain Infection 
being taken on shore, we have permitted the Vessel to depart 
for Marblehead, not doubting but she may do it with safety to 
your Inhabitants — We are Gentlemen 
Your Most Hum. Serv‘. 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
Timotuy NEWELL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
OLIVER WENDELL 
To the Selectmen of Marblehead. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, April 15". 1772 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

M*. William Daws desires leave of the Selectmen to break 
Ground in order to clear the drain leading to the Conduit near 
the Dock. Whereupon 

Voted, that liberty be granted he making good the Ground to 
the satisfaction of the Selectmen — 

Cap‘. Franklyne Master of Engine N°. 9. presented M’. John 
Spear, as a suitable Person for his Engine Company — where- 
upon — Voted, that he be accepted as an Engine Man. 

M*. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse 
to be supported at the Province Charge one Patrick Tobin a sick 
Stranger, he not being an Inhabitant of any Town 1n this Province 
nor having where withall to support himself — Order signed by 
Mr’. Scollay & M*. Austin, Selectmen & M*. Samuel Whitwell, 
Overseer — & dated the 13’ Instant. 

[173.] The Selectmen this Day paid unto Loammi Baldwin 
of Wobourn Forty Dollars being the Premium they adjudged to 
him for raising the greatest Number of Mulberry Trees agreeable 
to an advertisemen', published in Edes & Gills Gazette 1768. 
for which a Receipt has been taken & an obligation, to dispose 
of one half the Trees, upon the Conditions mentioned in said 
Advertisement,— the same is filed among Bonds and Obligations — 

The Selectmen this Day paid unto M*. John Hay of Wobourn 
twenty Dollars being the Premium Adjudged him for raising the 
3° greatest number of Mulberry Trees, for which his Receipt and 
Obligation has been taken, as on file. 

The Selectmen this Day paid unto M’. George Spriggs the Pre- 
mium Adjudged him for raising the fourth largest Number of 
Mulberry Trees for which his Receipt and Obligation has been 
taken as on file. 


- 
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Voted, that the Assize of Bread be altered upon application 
made by the Bakers, Ordered, that the Assize of Wheat be set at 
Wheat at 6/6 p. Bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the 
Bakers, for their Charges Pains and Livelihood — which is com- 


puted as follows Viz'. 
Ib. oz. d. 


A 4* Brown Loaf 34 Wheat 4% Rye Meal must weigh 2-8 - 
a4? d°. not above % Indian ------------- 38-8- 
Bisket of a Copper price - - - ------------- 4-6 


M*. Samuel Hasham Keeper of the Hospital at New Boston 
attended, and informed the Selectmen that he should leave the 
House in a day or two. And [174.] gave in the following List 
of Bedding &*. now in the House —Viz’. 

3 Beds 1 Tea Kettle 
6 pair of Sheets 2 pair of Dogs 
2 Bolsters 1 Warming Pan 


4 Plates 4 Candle Sticks 
3 Porringers 2 Dippers 

2 Skittles Cribs 

2 Shovel & Tongs 2 Benches 

2 Close Stools and Pans 8 Blankets 

2 Bed Pans 2 Pillow 


2 Bedstedds with Cords 
2 Spout Cups 6 Mattresses 
1 Hour Glass 3 Coverlids 
Mem’. besides y® Goods on the other side, M*. Horsham sent p. 
order of the Selectmen to M’. Hartley, for the use of that Hos- 
pital. 


6 Chairs 


2 Beds 11 Pillows 
3 pair Sheets 2 Bed Cords 
1 Bolster a ditto 

20 Blankets DP, 


M*. Chairman & Deacon Newell a Committee to proceed to 
Cambridge on Fryday next, to give our Representatives the nec- 
essary information, respecting the Towns Petition to explain the 
Province Law relating to Strangers. 

M’. William Darrington attended & proposed to the Select- 
men, to take the charge of the Hospital at New Boston —left by 
M'. Hasham. 

Mr’. Scollay & M*. Newell appointed a Comm’. to make enquiry 
respecting M’. Darrington & his Wife and if they find, that they 
are likely to answer for that service, that they then give him nos- 
session of s*. House 


[175.] The Town Clerk is directed to write again to the Se- 
lectmen of Mendon, respecting M*. Dolbear. 

The following Letter was wrote the Selectmen of Woodstock by 
Order of the Selectmen. é‘ 
Boston April 8. 1772 
Gentlemen 

This is to acquaint you that cne M'. Bowen an Inhabitant of 
Woodstock who is much disorded in his Senses, has several times 
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come to this Town, & continued here to the trouble of his Brother 
the Rev". M’. Bowen and the uneasiness and distress of the Inhab- 
itants — We have net taken with respect to him the legal and 
usual method to remove Strangers, as we compassionate his Cir- 
cumstances; and this is the second time we have contrived to send 
him home in a more private and easy manner — It will therefore 
highly Oblige us if you will be pleased upon his return to take 
some erectial method to prevent any future Excursions during his 
present disordered state of mind. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
WiLt1amM Cooper Town Clerk 
To the Gentlemen the Selectmen of Woodstock — 


The following Advertisement was published in the several News 
Papers p. order of the Selectmen — 

Boston April 8 1772 

The Publick were Advertised in the Supplement of Mess". Edes 
and Gills Gazettee of August 15. 1768 — 

That a Gentleman in Boston had deposited — One hundred 
Dollars, in the hands of the Selectmen of this Town to be by 
them distributed as Premiums to encourage the raising of Mul- 
burry ‘Trees in this Province, in the following manner (Viz') To 
the Person that shall have raised from the Seed the largest Num- 
ber of said Trees in the Fall of the Year 1771 being two years 
and five Months old at least [176.] Fourty 40 Dollars ; ; To the 
Person who shall have raised the next greatest 30 Dollars; To the 
Person raising the next largest number 20 Dollars; And to the 
Person that shall have raised the next greatest quantity 10 Dollars ; 
provided Certificates are brought from a Justice of the Peace 
assertaining the Number and Age of said Trees; and that the 
Persons receiving these Premiums give the Selectmen their several 
Obligations to spare to any Inhabitants of this Province applying 
within eighteen months from the date hereof ten Trees at least for 
three Pence lawful Money p. Tree untill they have parted with one 
half of the Trees mentioned in the respective Certificates.” 
Agreeable to the foregoing Advertisement the Selectmen after ex- 
amining & comparing the Certificates which have been transmitted 
to them, have Adjudged the first Premium to M’. Lohammi Bald- 
win of Wobourn; the second Premium to the Rev’. M". Jason 
Haven of Dedham; the third to M". John Hay of Wobourn and 
the fourth to m™. George Spriggs of Boston; And the Selectmen 
hereby Notify them that they will be ready at their Chamber in 
Faneuil Hall on the three following Wednesdays at 4. O’Clock 
Afternoon, to receive their several Obligations and pay their re- 
spective Premiums, agreeable to the desire, & engagement of the 
Gentleman who has thus generously excited the attention of the 
Publick to an article of Produce as natural to our Soil as it will 
be profitable to the Farmer; & which it is hoped will be so en- 
couraged, as in a few years to afford Sustenance for such a num- 
ber of Indusirious Insects. as will make the Article of Raw Silk 
no inconsiderable Branch of Export from the Prevince. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
WitiiaAm Cooper Town Clerk 
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{> Besides the Trees raised by the Persons above named, many 
thousands have been raised by those who were not entitled to the 
Bounty, the Trees not being of the Age prescribed in the adver- 
tisem’. [1%77.] Altho’ now fit to be transplanted; and if the 
Farmers in the neighbouring ‘Towns are made acquainted a consid- 
erable number would doubtless meet a quick sale — The Mulberry 
Trees as D*. Eliot in his essays upon Field Husbandry observes is 
of the quickest growth; is durable as Red Cedar, and may be used 
for Ship Timber, Window Frames, Gate Posts &c. and is very fit 
for Chests of Draws, Desks Tables & other Joiners Ware. If 
these Trees are principally intended to produce Food for the Silk 
Worm, it is best they should be planted in hedge Rows, as the 
Leaves may then be gathered by Women and Children. 


Boston Ss: At ameeting of the Selectmen, April 224., 1772. 
Present, Scollay, Newell, Austin, Wendel. 

The Clerk was directed to deliver M". Collector Hollyday his 
Bond for 1770. which was delivered accordingly. 

The Clerk was directed to deliver M’. Salter late Collector his 
Bond for 1770. which was delivered accordingly. 

Coll’. Hancock desired the use of Faneuil Hall to Exercise the 
Company of Cadets in the morning, which was granted. 

Maj‘, Dows apply’d to the Selectmen for the use of Faneuil 
Hall, on Fryday Evening, in behalf of the Commissioned Offi- 
cers—and for the use of the Hall, Tuesday Wednesday & 
Thursday to exercise his Company of Grenadeers which was 
granted. 

The Artillery Comp’. & Major Daws desired the use of Faneuil 
Hall on Monday Evening, for the business of Exercising which 
was granted. 

M*. Samuel Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rainsfords 
at he has on shore of the 
Goods which were between Decks in Cap‘. Dixy. viz‘. 30 terces 
Bottle Beer stowed with Straw 5 hhds. of the same — 2 Hampers 
stowed with Straw 2 Trunks Merch‘. 2 Boxes Glass. 1 Keg, 2 Bales 
of Goods —2 blils. of 8 Crates of Ware — 10 Boxes Lemmons 
10 spare Sails, some loose Hemp & some loose Lines — that you 
have well smoked them [1'78. ] and air’d them so thoroughly that 
in his Opinion they may be taken off the Island with safety— as 
also2 chests of Clothes — whereupon the following Letter was 
given. 


Mr’. Hartley. 

You having Reported to us that the Things taken out of Cap’. 
Dixys Vessel which had been stowed between Decks, has been 
thoroughly smoked and cleansed and that in your Opinion they 
may leave the Island with safety — Our Orders are that you permit 
those Goods to be taken away after you have stript the Lemmons 
of the Paper they are packt in, and obtained satisfaction for your 
charge in cleansing, &°. 

By Order of the Selectmen, 
Wititam Cooper, Town Clerk. 

P.S. You must give the Goods another smoking. 
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M’*. Cunningham informed that she had taken into her House as 
a Lodger one Cane [or Cone] a Seaman who was cast away in 
Cap’. Head, and much brused. 

M*. Wiiliam Dorrington was put into possession of the House 
at New Boston, being the Province Hospital for and during the 
pleasure of the Selectmen. 

M*. Dorrington informs that the Hospital House at New Boston 
requires glazing, and he was directed to apply to the Province 
Glazier, for the same. 

Mary Maverick apply’d to the Selectmen for their permition to 
keep a Tavern at the Crown Coffee House, and she was not ap- 
proved of accordingly. 

M"*. Daniel Jones apply’d to the Selectmen for their approbation 
of him to keep a Tavern in the Royal Exchange Tavern so called 
in Kings street, he having lately removed to said House, and he 
was approved of accordingly. 

D". Larry a sick Stranger in the Almshouse applyd for a pas- 
sage to Newfoundland, in Cap‘. Tree who asks 80/ Ster. for his 
passage — Voted that he be permitted to depart & the Clerk is to 
discourse Cap’. Tree relative to the same. 

(i79.] M*. Scollay & M*. Newell, a Committee to procure a 
passage for one Hayley a sick Chanler from Maryland, he came 
in Cap’. Childs who died since he arrived. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 22°. 1772. 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Wendell. 

Copy of the Inventory of the Stores of Hospital at new Boston 
& M'. Dorringtons Receit which are on file. 

Boston April 26. 1772. 

Inventory of the Stores & Utensils belonging to the Province 
Hospital at New Boston, when m’. Hassom the late Keeper re- 
moved from thence. 


1 Bed 2 Spout Cups 
as p". Sheets 1 Hour Glass 
Bolster 2 pair Dogs 
Pillow 1 Warming Pan 
4 Plates 4 Candlesticks 
38 Porringers 2 Dippers 
2 Iron Skillets Cribs, no number 
2 Shovels & Tongs 2 Benches 
3 Close Stools & 2 Pans 8 Blankets 
2 Bed Pans 1 Coverlid 
6 Chairs 
Mem’. M". Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rainsfords Island 


has now in his possession sundry Articles belonging to the Hos- 
pital at New Boston — Viz". 


2 Beds 11 Pillows 
4 p". Sheets 2 Bedsteds with Cords 
1 Bolster 6 Matresses 

20 Blarkets 2 Coverlids 


Boston April 27. 1772. 
I acknowledge to have received the several Articles specefied in 
the above Inventory; for the use of the Province Hospital at New 
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Boston, & hereby engage to account with the Selectmen of Boston 
for the same, and when required to deliver them up to the Select- 
men of Boston for the time being 

W™. DorRINGTON 


Delivered M’. Sampson Salter a late Collector his Bond, for 
1769. 

[180.] Mr’. Presson & M*. Dyer apply’d to the Selectmen for 
the Repair of Sea Street. 

Received of M*. John Fullerton two years Interest on his Bond 
being part of M*. Brookers Donation to poor Widows &e. in full 
to the 3°. march 1772 — being £. 4-16/ — distributed on other side. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/16. p. 
Bushel, and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows — 
Nilzrs 


Ths, 02.5 ar. 
A 44, Loaf 3/4 Wheat 1/4 Rye meal must weigh - - - 2-8 —- 
a 4°, ditto not above 1/2 Indian ----------- 3-8 
Bisket of a Copper price - -------------- —-4—6 


Mr’. Scollay M’. Newell & Coll°. Marshall a Committee to ap- 
point a place in the Market; for the lodging of Fish for Sale. 

M*. Samuel Hartley having Reported to us that the Boxes of 
Lemmons, which came out of Cap’. Dixy are well smoked and 
aired — Vote that M". Hartley be permitted to suffer them to be 
taken away, being first satisfied for his Charge, and that the 
Clerk give him Orders accordingly. 

The following Directions were given M*. William Dorrington 
Keeper of the Hospital at New Boston — Viz*. 


Boston April 27, 1772. 
M’. William Dorrington 
We having appointed you Keeper of the Province Hospital at 

New Boston under our care and inspection, and delivered up to 
your Keeping sundry Utensils belonging to said Hospital as speci- 
fied in an Inventory taken thereof. Our Orders and directions 
are that you take proper care of these Articles and apply and use 
them only for the convenience & necessitys of such sick and dis- 
eased Persons as may from time to time [181.] be Sent to you. 
You must also take good care of the House and admit no unnec- 
essary Visitors, and see that the several Apartments and Rooms 
for the sick are properly aired, and when any Repairs are wanted 
let us have speedy Information that so everything may be ready 
to receive any sick Persons upon the most sudden notice. 

JOHN SCOLLAY, 

Joun Hancock, 

TrmotHy NEWELL, 

Tuomas MARSHALL, 

Oxiver WENDELL, 

Selectmen of Boston. 


The Four pounds sixteen Shillings rec’d of M*. Fullerton for 
Interest money as on the other side was distributed as follows— 
Wiz 
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M™. Varney - ------- 4 Dollars s : 
M"™. Empson -------- A hita \ coll . Marshall 
MM". Russel- - ------- 4 ditto Deacon Newell 
M"™. Bartlet- - ------- 4 ditto M’. Wendell 


The Selectmen having received a Precept for the choice of 
Representatives. 

Voted that the Town Clerk issue a Warrant for ae Town Meet- 
ing on Wednesday next being 6 Ins’. 10. O Clock A. M. and that 
the Selectmen meet to close the Warr‘. Fryday 5. 6 Clock. 

Coll’. Marshall and M’. Asten a Committee to invite the Rev‘. 
D*. Chancey to open the Town Meeting with Prayer. 

M". Curtis Hayward acquainted the Selectmen that he had re- 
ceived a Bull of Silas Hollis of Braintree in exchange for one 
sent him last Fall. 

Mess. ; Scollay, Newell, Marshall & Wendell a Committee to 
see where Repairs are necessary for the Neck and to Report 
the same. 


2.| Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 
1, 1772. Present, Scollay, Hancock, Newell. 
The Selectmen having finished the Notifications for May Meet- 
ing, the Clerk was directed to carry it to the Printers. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen May 2%. 1772. 
Present, Scollay, Marshall, Wendell. 

Mess. Daniel Hubbard & David Green have been with the 
Selectmen, and acquainted them that the Brigg". Cap’. 
Crocker from Hyspaniola, came up into the Harbour the last 
Evening, who had lost a man with the Small Pox two Days ago, 
and that there was several of the People on board to have the 
Small Pox, that she was loaded with Sugar & molasses, where- 
upon the Brigg”. was ordered immediately to Rainsfords Island — 
and the following Orders given M". Hartley Keeper of the Hos- 
pital. 


Boston ra Pha bis i 

Mr’. Samuel Hartley 

The Brigg". Two Brothers Captain Crocker from ‘Hyspaniola, 
arrived in our Harbour from Hyspaniola the last Evening, and 
being informed by mess". Hubbard & Green to whom the Vessel 
is Consigned, that a Person was buried with the Small Pox who 
died two Days ago, we have Ordered the Brigg". to Rainsfords 
Island & our directions to you are that you take the People who 
are liable to receive the Distemper on shore into the Well house 
and also receive every kind of Goods which may be likely to re- 
tain the Infection as also the Peoples clothing and smoke air & 
cleanse all those Articles together with the Vessel in the most 
thorough inanner you must not suffer any one to go on board or 
leave the Vessel without our Orders & Report to us as soon as 
may be the Number of [183.] Sea Men and Passengers which 
come in the Briggandine. You must also enquire of the Captain 
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how he was permitted to pass the Castle and we depend upon 
your utmost care to prevent the Small Pox being communicated 
as soon as we hear from you we shall give you further Orders. 

~Joun SCOLLAY 

Timotnuy NEWELL 

Tuomas MARrsuALh 

SAMUEL AUSTIN 

OLIVER WENDELL 

JoHn Hancock 

Selectmen of Boston 


P.S. Enquire of the Captain what Questions he was asked at 
the Castle. 
Boston May 2°. 1772 
Cap‘. John Crocker 
We are greatly surprised at being informed that you had come 
up unto this Harbour the last Evening, notwithstanding one of 
your People died with the Small Pox but two Days before by this 
Conduct you have incurred a very severe penalty — Our Orders 
are that you do not leave the Vessel to come up to this Town & 
that you give M’. Hartley in Writing a true state of the situation 
of your Vesscl and Cargo and a List of the People who came in 
the Briggandine, who of them are liable to the Infection and 
whether any of them have been on shore. M"*. Hurtley will com- 
municate to you what may be further necessary on your part. 
We shall apply to the Governor to know why you were suffered 
to pass the Castle 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witiiam Coorer Town Clerk 


Boston May 4". 1772 
M*. Samuel Hartley 
You are directed to take out all the Bedding Chests & Clothing 
from the Brigg”. Two Brothers and any other matters that retain 
infection, then give y* Vessel a thorough smoking & wash her 
out with Vinegar, also preparing a shift of Clothes for the Cap- 
tain & men [184.] That have had the Small Pox & taking every 
other precaution you may permit the Vessel to come up the Har- 
bour, but by no means suffer the men who have not had the 
Distemper to leave the Island 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
Tuomas MarsHaLy 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
OLIVER WENDELL 
Selectmen of Boston 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 6, 1772. 
Present, Mess. Hancock, Marshall, Inches, Wendell. 

M". Hartley having Reported to the Selectmen that the Brigg”. 
Two Brothers John Crocker master, from Hyspaniola which has: 
been stopt at Rainsfords Island on Accot. of the Small Pox, is 
now so well smoked and air’d as that she may leave the Island 
with safety. 
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Voted that the said Vessel may be permitted to come out to 
Town and that Orders be given to Hartley accordingly. 

A certificate of the usual tenor was given the Governor in order 
- for the Brigg”®. passing the Castle anda Letter wrote M". Hartley. 

Coll’. Jackson craves liberty to open a Drain before his House 
in Order for Repairs. 

M*. Sampson Salter prays liberty for himself & others to lay a 
new Drain or Common Shore in Leveret Street. 

The following Letter was wrote M". Hartley 


Boston May 11, 1772. 
M". Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to the Selectmen that you had sufficiently 
cleansed and air’d the Bedding Clothes &°*. taken out of the Brigg”. 
Two Brothers Cap‘. Crocker master and that they may be taken 
from the Island without any danger of Infection it is therefore 
our Orders that you deliver the above Articles to Capt. Crocker 
he satisfying you for the charge you have been at a 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
Tim’, NEWELL 
SAM. AUSTIN 
Selectmen. 


Boston. Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen May. 13, 1772. 
Present, Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

M’. Frankland Master of Engine N°. 9; presented to the Select- 
men for their approbation, William Fenno [185.] as an Engine 
Man in their Company in the room of George Roulston, who has 
left the service; and he was accordingly accepted. 

M*. Thomas Parker appeared, and asked liberty of the Select- 
men, for building Six New Tombs in the Purying Ground in the 


Common — Liberty was accordingly granted, he giving his obli- 


gation to the Selectmen to keep the Wall good. 

James Crocker Master of the Brigg"* Two Brothers who lately 
came up this Harbour, notwithstanding he had buried a Man with 
the Small Pox but a few Days before, attended — & pray’d the 
Selectmen would not prosecute him for this breach of Law; assur- 
ing them that it was through ignorance that he had offended, he 
being a Stranger, & acting no otherwise, than was done in Con- 
necticut under such circumstances, when the Vessel has been 
smoked & cleansed, & every necessary precaution taken, as was 
the case with him, excepting coming up with his Brigg. 

The Selectmen have considered this Matter, it was determined 
not to prosecute for the Penalty incurred, but to admonish him 
for his offence, and he was accordingly admonished. 

M*. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed to 
receive into said House a young Child named James Thompson 
Son of one Carr a Schoolmasters Wife on board the Captain Man 
of War, Admiral Montague, said Car neglecting the Child, who 
is not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province and of whom 
nothing can be obtain’d for its support— Order was signed by two 
of the Selectmen — Viz‘. John Scollay & John Hancock Esq. 
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Passed upon M"*. Samuel Austins Province Account for the pas- 
sage of one Michael Larry a poor Stranger to Newfound Land, 
paid Cap‘. Tree by his Receipt amounting to £. 2 — lawful money. 

William Walker a Taylor having apply’d for the Shop near M’. 
Willistons House it was agreed by the Selectmen that he should 
have the same at y° Rent of £. 3 6/8 p. Annum to commence the 
11 Inst. 

[186.] 1771 Decem". (in Margin) 

A List of the Names of the Persons who apply for the Premium 
on the raising of Mulberry Trees. viz. 


Trees 

William Newton - - - - - - Marlborough- - - = 150 
Jolin Water Hairso-.-/- -i-) 4-04 ss we | 807 - no Certif. 
John Hay ------ - - - Wobourn- - - - - 336 - Certif. 
Ruben Packard - - - - - - Bridgewater - - - 6051 - Certif. 
John Pearce - - - - - - - - Rowly - - - -- - 6408 - Certif. 
Loammi Baldwin - - - - - Wobourn ---- 732 - Certif. 
Alexanter Shepard Jun’. - Newton - - - - - 1200 Certif. 

Sprague - ---- - Boston - - - - - - 2200 

Jason Haven ---- - - - Dedham - - - - - 375 

Joshua Leonard - - - - - - Raynham ---- 782 


[18%.] Boston Ss; Ata Meeting of the Selectmen May 19, 
1772. Present, Mess’. Scollay, Marshall, Austin. 

Application was made the Selectmen in behalf of Benjamin 
Hollowell Jun". Esq. for Liberty to break Ground in Wings Lane 
in order to clear his Drain to the entrance of the Common Shore. 

Liberty was accordingly granted, provided the Ground is 
restored and the Pavement made good to the satisfaction of the 
Selectmen. 

M’*. Paul Farmer was directed the 18 Instant to receive into the 
Almshouse to be supported at the Province Charge one Mary 
Perry a Stranger and not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Prov- 
ince nor having wherewithall to support herself — Order signed by 
M’. Scollay & Coll°®. Marshall Selectmen & Daniel Waldo an Over- 
seer. 

M". Samuel Hartley having Reported that the three Men who 
came out of Cap‘. Crockers Brigg". and have been on the Island 
seventeen Days, have no appearance of their having taken the 
Small Pox from the Person who was buried above twenty days 
ago; and that they have been well smoked & cleansed, it was 
Voted that the following Orders be given M’. Hartley 


Boston May 19. 1772. 
M". Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that the three Men which came out 
of Cap‘. Crockers Brigg". have no Symptoms of the Small Pox, tho’ 
they have been seventeen Days on the Island and being also well 
smoked and cleansed Our Orders are that you permit him to 
leave the Island when they please having first secured payment 
for the Charge of keeping them &°. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witr1am Coorer Town Clerk 
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P.S. Itis supposed that the Men are going by Water to Con- 
necticut. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 26, 1772, 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

[188.] M’. Sutton informs that there is a House at the South 
End for an Engine not in use, which belongs to the Town & may 
serve to be removed, for the cover of the Engine M’. Hancock has 
lately presented the Town. 

M*. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse to 
be supported at the charge of the Province one Mary Perry a 
Stranger, not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province nor 
having wherewithall to support herself. Order dated the 18 of 
May & signed by Coll®. Marshall & M’. Scollay Selectmen & 
Daniel Waldo an Overseer. 

M*. Paul Farmer was directed the 24. of April to receive into 
the Almshouse to be supported at the Province charge, one Eliza- 
beth Smith a Stranger & not an Inhabitant of any Town in this 
Province, nor haying wherewithall to support herself. Order 
signed by M*. Scollay & M". Newell Selectmen & William Green- 
leaff an Overseer. 

John Sigorney applys to the Selectmen for liberty to open a 
drain in Prince Street & Liberty was given provided the Ground 
is restored & the Pavement made good to the Satisfaction of the 
Selectmen. 

Complaint having been made against M’. Jacob Thayer by his 
Servant Thomas Vaux, and the same having been considered. 
It was Agreed between the Partys that all past behavior on either 
side should be overlooked, that the Prentice will serve five Weeks 
after he is free to make up the time he has been absent & that he 
is to have everything done and provided according to the Indentures. 

Voted, that the Town Clerk have a draft on Acco‘. of his 
services for £. 1.10 

William McFadden appointed for M*. Bradfords Watch, which 
now makes Four men. 

Mem’. the above was instead of the usual time. 


[189.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen June 34 
1772. Present, Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Wendell. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/6 p 
bushel and that 6%. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
charges Paines & Livelihood, which is computed as follows, vizt. 


Jb. (6z. de 
A 4°, Loaf of 3/4 Wheat 1/4 Rye Meal must weigh 2- 8 
a 4°, Ditto not above 1/2 Indian Meal must weigh 3-8 
Bisket of a Copper price - - - -------+---+-- “6 4-6 


Cap‘. Frankland of Engine N. 9. presented Vonner Thomas as 
an Engine man in the room of Thomas Hunstable, who has 
resigned — and he was accordingly accepted. 

M’. Humphrys who hires the Towns Store near the Golden 
Ball applys for some necessary Repairs on the same. 

M". Wendell appointed a Committee to order what may be 
proper. 
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M*. Commissary Hubbard applys to the Selectmen for the 
necessary Repairs on his Store. 

M*. Paul Farmer was directed by two of the Selectmen viz. 
M". Scollay & M". Newell, to receive into the Almshouse on the 
Province Acco’. one James Outis [see p. 116] a poor sick Stranger, 
not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province. Orders dated 
May 13’. signed by M". W™. Greenleaff Overseer. 

M*. Paul Farmer was directed the 22°. of May last to receive 
into the Almshouse to be supported at the Province Charge one 
Dennis Sullivan a sick Stranger not an Inhabitant of any Town 
in this Province nor having wherewithall to support himself. 
Order sign’d by M*. Scollay & M’. Newell, Selectmen & M*. Will- 
iam Greenleaff an Overseer. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen June 9. 1772. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Austin, Wendell, Marshall. 


[190.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen June 10. 
1772. Present, Mess. Scollay, Austin. 

M"*. Paul Farmer was this Day directed by two of the Select- 
men viz'. M*. Scollay & Marshall to receive into the Almshouse 
to be supported at the Province charge one George John<on, a 
sick Stranger who is not an Inhabitant of any Town in this 
Province nor has he wherewith to support himself. Order 
signed by William Greenleaff. Overseer. 


Boston June 10 1772. 
Sir. 

Such difficulties have lately arisen when Persons not Inhabit- 
ants of Boston have been removed from hence by a Warrant from 
a Justice of the Peace residing in this Town, as makes it neces- 
sary to apply to a Gentleman in that Office who lives in another 
Town— We have therefore taken the Liberty to direct Mr’. 
Robert Love appointed by us to Warn Strangers to depart to 
apply to you for such Warrants when any Persons are to be re- 
moved through Charlestown, and upon receiving your account of 
the charge through once a Year, we shall give you a draft on the 
Town Treasurer for the amount thereof. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
WILLIAM COOPER 
Town Clerk 
Isaac Rand Esq. of Charlestown. 


Coll’. Marshall & M*. Wendell appointed a Committee to view 
the School house in the Common and order the necessary Repairs. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 17. 1772 — 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed to receive 
into the Almshouse John Douglass, a sick Person not an Inhabit- 
ant of any Town in this Province nor having wherewithall to 
support himself. Order dated June 15 - - signed by John Scol- 
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lay & Samuel Austin, Selectmen & William Greenleaff an Over- 
seer. —he came from Cape Ninola & belongs to N. York. 

Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed to receive 
into the Almshouse one John Hamilton a sick Person not an In- 
habitant of any Town in this Province [191.] nor having where 
withall to support himself. 

Order signed by Mess. John Scollay & Samuel Austin Select- 
men & M’. William Greenleaff an Overseer said Hamilton came 
from Philadelphia in Cap‘. John Allen of Nantucket. 

Upm Complaint made by some of the Inhabitants that Isaac 
Fowle wh» wis appointed a Common Cryer, for this Town by the 
Sele:tmen, has behaved himself in such a manner as that he is 
now ecorfined in Goal by a Complaint of his Wife — the Select- 
men, Voted, that he be dismissed from that office, for the above 
and other reasons. | 

The Selectmen this Day appointed John Wear to be a Common 
Cryer for this Town, and the Town Clerk was directed to furnish 
him with an attested Copy of the By-Law relative to his duty 
&. 

M". Paul Farmer was directed by two of the Selectmen Viz*. 
Mess. Scollay & Newell, to receive into the Almshouse to be 
supported there one William Organ a blind Person not an Inhabi- 
tant of any Town in this Province, nor having wherewithall to 
support himse . William Greenleaff signed the Order. 

M’. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse to 
be supported at the Province Charge one Edward Cain (?) a sick 
Stranger not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province nor 
having wherewithall to support himself —Order signed by Mr’. 
Scollay & Deacon Newell Selectmen & M"*. William Greenleaff an 
Overseer. 

The Town at their late Meeting having accepted of a Fire 
Engine, the generous Donation of the Hon’*. John Hancock Esq. 
as reference to said Vote will appear. 


Boston Ss: At a Mecting of the Selectmen June 22%. 1772. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

[192.] The Selectmen received a Letter from Admiral 
Montague relative to taking Fish in this Harbour, which the 
Selectinen upon information had complain’d of to the Admiral, as 
having a tenlency in the manner his People proceeded of greatly 
damaging the Fishing Ground or Flatts & thereby lessening the 
number of Fish, to the hurt of the Inhabitants. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 23%. 1772. 
Present, Mess™. Scollay, Newell. Marshall, Austin. 

The following is a Copy of the Letter received from Admiral 
Montague — viz'. 

Boston the 22°. June 1772 

Gentlemen 

As I would avoid as much as possible giving offence to the 
People of Boston or suffering any Body under my Command to 
act contrary to the Laws of this Town or Province — At the same 
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time I am desirous of contributing as much as I can to the Health 
of my People by letting them have Fish when it can be got with- 
out injuring the Inhabitants. 

I shall esteem it a favor if you will inform me how far the 
Boundary of the Harbour extends that my Officers may know it, 
and conduct themselves in such a manner as not to offend the 
People — I am 

Gentlemen 
Your most Obedient 
Humble Servant 
J. MONTAGUE. 
To 
The Selectmen of Boston 


The following was sent Admiral Montague in reply to the 
above. 

Boston June 23°. 1772 
Sir. 

[193.] Agreeable to your desire of Yesterday We would 
now acquaint you, that the Harbour of Boston is bounded on the 
West and North West by the Town of Boston and part of 
Charlestown, on the North and North East by Chelsea and Point 
Shirley, on the East and South East by Deer Island, Long Island 
and Dorchester Bay, and on the South by Dorchester Neck; In 
this Compass is included Hogg Island, Noddles Island, Apple 
Island, Governors Island, Spectacle Island and Castle Isiand 

We are much obliged to you for your expressions of Regard to 
the Interest of this Town; every instance of kindness from a 
Gentleman in your important Command cannot but be gratefully 
resented by the Inhabitants. We are 

Very Respectfully 
Your most Obedient 
Humble Servants 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
TimotHy NEWELL 
Tuomas MarsHaLi 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
Selectmen of Boston 
To 
The Honourable John Montague Esq. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 24 1772 — 
Present, Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/6 p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows Viz’. 


lb. oz. dr. 
A 4*, loaf of Brown Bread # Wheat 4 Rey Meal | 
must weigh 258 
a 4°. Ditto not above 4 Indian Meal must weigh 3. 8 


Bisket of a Copper price 4. 6 
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The Selectmen have agreed to meet M’. Greenleaff an Overseer 
on Tuesday next, 6. OClock, to examine into the List handed in 
of Province Poor. 

[194.] Louis Delile, appeared, and asked liberty of the 
Selectmen for opening a School in this Town for teaching y’. 
French Language. 

The Selectmen having received a Warrant from the Hon?”. 
Foster Hutchinson Esq Judge of Probate for the County of 
Suffolk, dated June 22°. to examine into the Circumstances of 
Anderson Philips of this Town Rigger, represented as a Non 
Compos Person — the following Return was made on said War- 
rants viz. ¢ 

In pursuance of the within Warrant we the Subscribers have 
examined into the Circumstances of Anderson Phillips, Repre- 
sented by his Friends as a Non Compos Person, and find him to 
be so far disordered in mind as to be incapable of managing his 
own affairs 

JOHN SCOLLAY 
TimotHy NEWELL 
THomas MAarsHALL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
Selectmen of Boston 
Boston, June 24! 1772 
To 
The Hon®’. Foster Hutchinson Esq. 
Judge of Probate 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen June 25, 1772. 
Present. Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

Voted, that there be a Visitation of the Free Schools in this 
Town on Wednesday the 1! of July Instant and that the following 
Gentlemen be invited to accompany the Selectmen therein, and 
that they be notifyed to attend at the Selectmens Chamber at 8. 
O Clock in the Morning of said Day in order to proceed on the 
Visitation 
The Hon”. John Erving Esq. Thomas Hubbard Esq. 

James Bodwin Esq. Harrison Gray Esq. 
James Pitts Esq. 
[195.] The Representatives of M*. Eben’. Storer 


the Town Samuel Pemberton Esq. 
The Overseers of the Poor Cap‘. Martin Gay 
The Town Treasurer Coll’. John Erving 
The Rey‘. Charles Chauncey DD. Thomas Dows Esq. 
Mather Byles DD Joshua Blanchard 
Andrew Eliot DD Thomas Leveret 


Samuel Cooper DD Maj’. Paddock 
Ebenezer Pemberton Coll. Coffin 


DD. M’. John Jay 
Samuel Mather James Otis Esq. 
John Hunt Joshua Winslow Esq. 
John Bacon from Nova Scotia 


M’. Lothrop Thomas Boylston (7) 
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M*. Howard Thomas Aylwin Esq. 

Rev’, M’. Searl M’. Tuttle Hubbard 

Rev?. M*. Penuel Bowen M’. Carson 

M*. William Powell M*. Ludson } 

M’. Nath’. Barber from Carolina 
Nath'. Appleton Ezekiel Goldthwait 

John Sweetzer M’. John Mico Wendell 
Thomas Brattle M’*. Thomas Amory 
William Dennie M' John Greenleaff 
Byfield Lyle M’. Nath'. Allen of Cape Ann 
John Amory Edmund Quincy Esq. 
Joseph Jackson Dr. Warren 

M’. Henderson Inches M*. William Mollineaux 
Mr’. Jonathan Mason Mr. Eben" Hancock 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen June 26, 1772. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

The Selectmen having received two Petitions from a considera- 
ble number of respectable Inhabitants, representing that it has 
been propagated, that the Fourteenth Regiment was about coming 
into this Town from the Castle, and praying that a Town Meeting 
may be called without loss of time in order to take proper meas- 
ures upon the occasion — took the same [196. ] Into consideration, 
and ordered the Town Clerk to draw up a Notification for a Town 
Meeting Monday next 9. O Clock A.M. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 27, 1772. 
~ Present, Mess*. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

The Selectmen having made further inquiry relative to the Report 
of the 14 Regiment coming up to Town from the Castle, particu- 
larly of M’. James Forrest, named in one of the Petitions as having 
propagated it, and finding the Report to be wholly without Foun- 
dation ; the Town Clerk was directed to stop issuing the Notifica- 
tions for y° Meeting agreed upon by the Selectmen on Yesterday. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 1, 1772. 
Present, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

Coll’. Marshail & M’. Wendell a Committee appointed to direct 
and Oversee the Pavement of the Street called Bread Street agree- 
able to the manner, it was laid out by the General Court. 

Passed upon M*. Henderson Inches, Province Account amount- 
ing as p. Copy on file to £. 7-5-4. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen July 10. 1772. 
Present. Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

Complaint having been made the Selectmen by a number of the 
Inhabitants that Coll°. Ingersol who keeps the Bunch of Grapes 
Tavern, has frequently permitted young Persons & other Inhabi- 
tants of the Town to come into their Tavern on the Sabbath, and 
receive drink —the said Ingersol was sent for and threatened, 
that if any such practises were allowed of for the future his 
License would be taken from him. A Letter much to the same 
purpose was also sent him. 
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Boston Ss: At 4 Mecting of the Selectmen July 14, 1772. 
Present, Mess*. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

[1i9%.] M’. Paul Farmer was directed by the Selectmen on 
the 10! Inst. to supply one Cap’. Ramsey an unfortunate Man who 
had been a Prisoner at the Havannah with sundry necessaries for 
his passage to Liverpool in Cap‘. Acworth. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen July 22%. 1772. 
Present, Mess*. Scollay, Newell, Marshall. 

Passed upon E. Bridghams Province Accot. for the passage of 
William Brown and Wife poor Strangers to Liverpool as p. Copy 
on file. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 29, 1772. 
Present, Mess™. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin, Wendell. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/6 p. 
bushel and that 6". p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows — 
NAz's 


lb./)"02.50r 
A Loaf of Brown Bread 3/4 Wheat 1/4 Rye 
Meal must weigh 2—- 8 
a 4°, Ditto not above 1/2 Indian Meal must weigh 3- 0 
Bisket of a Copper price 4— 6 


Voted, that M’. Jacob Bucknam have a draft on the Treasurer 
for £.6. lawful Money on acco’. of Carting Stones &c. he having 
had one for £. 7. 4/ —mem?®. no draft to be made. 

Voted, that the Town Clerk have a draft for £. 20 this Draft 
Day. 

The Selectmen a Committee to widen the way at the North 
East part of the Market. 

M*. Austin appointed to make enquiry of the Towns Council, 
relative to the disorders committed by Strange Women in ling 
Street. 

Voted, that Hutchinson & Bryant have a draft on the Treasurer 
for Twenty pounds in p‘. for paving work. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen July 30". 1772. 
Present. Mess®. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

[198.1] Voted, unanimously that the Passage Way at the 
Head of the Town Dock be widened to twenty five feet, and the 
North Corner to flay off. 

Ordered, that two Men be added to the Town House Watch. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen August 5, 1772 
Present. Mess. Scollay, Marshall, Austin, Newell, Wendell. 

The Town Clerk is directed to give William Barret a draft for 
Three pounds 10/ 8 on Account of an execution against him for 
taking a Coal Basket. 

Ordered, that the Pavement in Battery March Street be continued 
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to M*. Pecks Corner, it appearing that two hundred & forty yards 
would compleat it, and M". Oliver Wendell offered thirteen pounds, 
Six Shillings & 8°. towards the same. 

The Selectmen Agreed to visit Hartleys Hospital at Rainsfords 
Island on Wednesday next, to set off from Wheelwrights Wharff, 
8. OClock, Morning. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Aug*. 10, 1772 — 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Ruddock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen August 16, 1772 — 
Present Mess’. Scollay. 

William Pierce Johnson Master of the Schooner Sally from 
West Indies, last from Newbury Port who arrived at Rainsfords 
Island on the Yesterday, sent up by M’. Hartley an Account, that 
a Lad on board the Schooner, has had the Small Pox but is now 
so well recover’d, that he has cleansed his Vessel, but that he has 
three People on board who are liable to take the Infection — M’. 
Hartley also informed that the Lad has been well about ten days, 
that the Vessel is loaded with Salt, and hasa few barrels of Limes 
& a bbl. of Sugar on board— whereupon the following Letter was 
given M’. Hartley, Viz’. 


[199.] Boston August 16. 1772. 
M*. Samuel Hartley | 
The Schooner Sally Cap‘. William Pierce Johnson having been 
sent to your Island from Newbury Port on Account of one of the 
People having had the Small Pox, and three others being liable to 
the Distemper. Our Orders are that you receive the Man, who is 
recovered on shore, and smoke & cleanse him, that you take the 
Seamen who are liable to have the Small Pox, into the Well House 
or Hospital; and-then smoke the Vessel as usual, as also all the 
Bedding Clothing & whatever may be lable to retain Infection 
which you must land on the Island — Suffer no Person to leave 
the Vessel or Island without our Orders, and as soon as you have 
comply’d with these directions, let us hear from you again. 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
Tuomas MarstAy 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
OQ. WENDELL 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, August 18, 1772 
Present, Mess”. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin 

M*. Samuel Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rainsfords 
Island, attended, and Reports, that he had taken the Person from 
on board Cap‘. Johnsons Schooner, who has had the Small Pox, 
having first smoked & cleansed him. as also the three People 
liable to the Distemper who are kept by themselves, that he had 
smoked the Bedding &*. on board, and shall smoke them further 
when he takes them on shore, that the Captain and two Passengers 
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have been washed & cleansed, and may in his Opinion come up to 
Town if a fresh Suit of Clothes are sent down to him, with safety 
to the Inhabitants. Whereupon the following Orders were given 
M*. Hartley. Viz*‘. 


[200. ] Boston August 18, 1772 
M*. Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that you had agreable to our 

Orders taken the Person on shore who has had the Small Pox and 
also the three People liable to have the Distemper and had also 
smoked the Vessel and People — that the Captain of the Schooner 
and two Passengers had been so washed & smoked, that with fresh 
shift of Clothes, they might come up to Town without danger to 
the Inhabitants — Our further Orders are that you continue to use 
the proper means for cleansing the Schooner and every thing on 
board as well as the People — With respect to the Captain and the 
two Passengers, you must take particular care as to their washing 
and cleansing, those of them who have any Hair must wash the 
same well with Vinegar. their Clothes especially the Suits they 
are to come up with must be air’d, washed, & smoked as 
carefully as possible and when this is done Report to us again till 
which suffer no one to come up to Town or leave the Island as 
they must have our Orders for it 

JOHN SCOLLAY 

Trw®. NEWELL 

Tuom’. MARSHALL 

OLIVER WENDELL 

Selectmen of Boston. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Augt. 19, 1772. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Ruddock, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

M*. Sircomb in behalf of himself and others proprietors of a 
Common Shore in Middlecott Street, apply’d for liberty to open 
and repair said Drain — Liberty was accordingly granted, provided 
all the concerned are Notifyed as the Law directs; and the 
Ground and pavement is made good to the satisfaction of the 
Selectmen. 

Deacon Caleb Davis has liberty to build a Tomb at the South 
Burying Ground, upon a range with the Tombs already built he 
[2O1.] & his Heirs to keep the Wall against it in Repair. 


Boston August 19. 1772 
M*. Samuel Hartley 
The Friends of Cap‘. Johnson having procured him a fresh Suit 
of Clothes which will be sent down this Evening you have our 
liberty to let him come up to Town to morrow provided you have 
smoked & cleansed him as directed in our last, and that you are 
fully satisfied he may now come up with safety to the Inhabit- 
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ants. You’l go on smoking and cleansing the Vessel & Bedding 
&°. as directed in former Orders, that the Schooner may leaye the 
Island as soon as it can be done with safety. 
JoHN SCOLLAY 
Joun Ruppock 
Tim®. NEWEL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
OLIVER WENDELL 


William Sutton Master of Engine N. 7. apply’d to the Select- 
men for the Premium, allowed by the Town for bringing their 
Kngine to play first upon the Fires which broke out at M*. Daltons 
House the 6’ of June last — And at the Shop of M". Benjamin 
Sumner, the 20‘. July last. 

Voted that he have a draft for the two Premiums, being twenty 
six Shillings &*. 84. 

mem’. drawn for in July draft. 


The following Letter was sent M"™. Hartley Keeper of the Hos- 
pital at Rainsfords Island. Viz'. 


Boston Augt. 20. 1772 
Mr". Samuel Hartley 
Sir 
Application has been made to us that M’. Tyley a Passenger on 
board the Schooner Sally Cap‘. Johnson [202.] Master who is 
now at your Island may be permitted to come to Town it is your 
Order, that when he has been sufficiently cleansed and smoked 
you permit him to leave the Island he being clothed from head to 
foot with a fresh Suit of Clothes from the Town and likewise you 
may permit the Schooner to leave the Island on the Satterday 
next, in the interim you must see that she is well cleansed and if 
then you think she may leave the Island without endangering the 
Inhabitants let her leave it first taking care that you are paid for 
your trouble 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
Tim’. Newer 
Sam. AUSTIN 
TuHo®. MARSHALL 
. Selectmen of Boston 
P.S. Keep the Bedding Clothes &*. at the Island till further 
Orders. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Aug’. 227. 1772 — 
Present, Mess. Scollay 

M'. Hartley attended, and acquaints the Selectmen that he has 
agreeable to their Orders taken the Bedding Clothing & every- 
thing liable to retain Infection on shore, and has so well smoked 
and cleansed the Schooner, that she may be permitted to come up 
to Town without danger to the Inhabitants — whereupon —Voted, 
that a Certificate be sent to his Excellency, and a Letter wrote 
Mr’. Hartley —- both which are as follows — 
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Bostor. Augt. 22%. 1772 
M*. Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that the Schooner Sally Cap‘. John- 
son is now so well smoked & cleansed that she may be permitted 
to come up to Town without danger to the Inhabitants, and that 
you have taken on shore the Bedd*. Clothing and everything liable 
to retain Infection — Our Orders are that you give the Vessel 
another washing and smoking [203.] & then permit her to come 
up to Town— you must keep the Bedding Clothing &*. on the 
Island, untill you can Report to us that they are well aired. 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
Tim?. NEWELL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
JoHN Ruppock 
Selectmen of Boston 


May it please your Excellence 
The Schooner Sally Cap’. William Peirce Johnson from W*. 
Indies last from Newbury Port ordered to Rainsfords Island on 
Account of a Person on board having had the Small Pox; has 
been so well smoked & cleansed that we are of Opinion she may 
be permitted to come up to Town without any danger to the 
Inhabitants, if your Excellency thinks proper 
Weare 
Your Eexcellencys 
Most obed'. 
Hum. Serv‘, 
Joun SCOLLAY 
JoHn Ruppock 
Tim®. NEWELL 
Sam. AUSTIN 
Selectmen of Boston 
Boston Aug*, 22%. 1772 
To his Excellency Thomas Hutchinson Esq. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Aug’. 25 1772. 
Present, Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin, Wendell. 

Mr. Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rainsfords Island 
attended, and acquaints the Selectmen, that the Schooner 
has been sent to the Island from Salem on account of One mans 
having had the Small Pox [204.] Which turned upon him the 
15 Day of August, and he is now able to walk about; that three 
Men are liable to have the Distemper — viz'. David Smith, John 
Hibond, Stephen Beals, that the Vessel is single Decked, and her 
lading consists of Rum Sugar & Salt, together with one bag of 
Cotton Wool— whereupon the following Letter was given M’. 
Hartley. 


Boston August 25. 1772 
M’. Samuel Hartley — . 
The Schooner Cap‘. John Batton having been sent to 
your Island from Salem on account of one of the Peoples having 
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had the Small Pox, and three others expecting it. Our Orders 
are that you receive the Person who has had the ,Distemper into 
the Hospital and those who are expecting the Small Pox into the 
Well house, and you must also take out of the Vessel everything 
that the Captain may think proper to deliver you which should be 
the Beds, Bedding, Cotton, & whatever is liable to retain In- 
fection, and you must smoke and cleanse the Schooner, and what 
comes out of her in the most effectual manner — Suffer no one 
to leave the Island or anything to be taken off without our per- 
mission and Report to us your doings from time to time, that we 
may give you our further directions 

JOHN SCOLLAY 

Joun Ilancock 

Tim®. NeEwELL 

SAMUEL AUSTIN 

OtiveR WENDELL 

Selectmen of Boston 
P.S. The Captain of the first Schooners Clothes may come up 

when you think proper. 


Passed upon D*. Warrens Province Account amounting to 
£. 253-16- 5- as p. Copy on file. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen August 26’, 1772. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Austin, Wendell. 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/6 p. bushels 
& that 6°. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their Charges Pains 
and Livelihood which is computed as follows — Viz*. 


Ib. oz. dr. 
A Loaf of Brown: Bread 3/4 Wheat 1/4 Rye Meal 
must weigh 2-8 
a 4°. ditto not above 1/2 Indian Meal must weigh 3-8 
Bisket of a Copper price-----------------+-- 4—6 


[205.] M*. Paul Farmer was directed the 21’ Ins‘. by two 
of the Selectmen Viz‘. Mess™. Scollay & Austin; to receive into 
the Almshouse to be supported at the Province charge one John 
Ryan a Stranger & not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Prov- 
ince, nor haying wherewithall to support himself — Order signed 
by William Greenleaff, Overseer. 

M*. William Read gave Information the 3°. of July 1772 — 
that he had received into the House M’. Deborah Paget of 
Providence Widow & her two Daughters Deborah and Ruth the 
20' of June last. 

Me*. Grant and Barrett apply’d to the Selectmen for liberty 
to make some alteration in the run of the Gutter near D*. Eliots 
Meeting House ; which was granted accordingly. 

M*. Samuel Mayes, & M". Ephraim Mayes, have each of 
them liberty to build a Tomb at the South Buryal Ground upon 
arange with the Tombs already built, they and their Heirs to 
keep the Wall against them in Repair. 

M". Jefferies was directed to pay M'. Jacob Bucknam on Acco', 
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of Carting, Six pounds lawful, which with what he has already 
had advanced by him, he is to deduct out of the Draft that will 
hereafter be made in his favor. 

Deacon Newell & M’. Wendell a Committee to attend the Court, 
on the Suit commenced by M*. Jacob Emmons against some Work- 
men who pulled down Chimnies by Order of the then Selectmen. 

The following Letter was sent the Keeper of the Hospital 


Boston August 29. 1772 

M*. Samuel Hartley 

You having Reported to us that the Schooner Cap‘. John 
Batton Master has been sufficiently smoked and cleansed and that 
every thing she had on board that would retain any infection is 
removed on shore, and that she might depart the Island with the 
oreatest safety — It is therefore Our Orders that you permit her to 
return to Salem first taking care that the Persons who go in her 
from the Island are well cleansed and that they carry no Bed 
[206.] Bedding or Clothing but what you shall Judge are free 
from Infection 


JoHN SCOLLAY 
Tim’. NEWELL 
Sam. AUSTIN 
Selectmen of Boston 
P.S. Observe that you are satisfied for your trouble & Ex- 
pence before the Vessel departs. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem". 2%., 1772. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

John Peirce sent here by Warr’. from Selectmen of Scituate 
came to the Chamber & informs upon examination, that he was 
born in Boston, & at the Age of Six years was bound out to 
John Death of Sherburne Esq. where he lived about 15 years, 
from thence he went to Scituate, and was warned out, as coming 
from Sherburne; at Scituate he married, & lived there about 15 
years, has a Wife with him & 4 Children, has two others bound 
out. ; 

M’. Hartley having Reported that Ebenezer Knap who had the 
Small Pox on board the Newbury Schooner, was so well cleansed 
that he might return to Newbury with safety; and having also 
requested some assistance on the Island, as the Selectmen had ob- 
jected to his going into the Hospital & then coming up to Town 
tho.’ with a fresh shift of Clothes, as the Inhabitants were made 
uneasy with his coming up to Town the following Directions &*. 
were sent to him. 

Boston Septem’. 2%. 1772 
M’. Samuel Hartley 

You having Reported to us that Ebenezer Knap who came from 
Newbury Port in the Schooner Sally Cap‘. Jobason, and who had 
the Small Pox on board the said Vessel; has been so thoroughly 
smoked and cleansed, that he may leave the Island with safety 
and Return to Newbury Port — Our Orders are that you permit 
him so to do, provided you have a fresh shift of Clothes for him 
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— Agreeable to your request of assistance we have contracted with 
M’. John Bovee (?) to go down to the Hospital in [2O%.] Order to 
assist your Wife at £.3-6-8. p. mouth, which we shall pay him, 
and also allow you what is reasonable for his Board during his 
tarry on the Island. We expect upon this Assistance afforded 
you, that you and the Servant who comes up in the Boat keep con- 
stantly at the Well-house, and that you both come up with fresh 
shift of Clothes; and when you reach the Wharff send up notice 
to one of the Selectmen, and they will come down to you for your 
Report unless you send it in writing; and they will then direct 
M*. Williston to procure your Provisions & other Necessaries that 
so neither yourself nor the Inhabitants may run any risque or be 
even made uneasy. 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
Tim’. NEWELL 
THom®. MArsHALL 
Sam. AUSTIN 
OLtveER WENDELL 


Voted that M’. Love have a draft in the August Draft for £. 20. 
being half years service 


Boston Septem’. 2°. 1772 
Gentlemen 
M’. Cole a Constable of your Town waited upon us this Day 
with a Warrant signed by M'. Justice Josslyn for the removal of 
John Peirce his Wife and four Children to Boston as supposed In- 
habitants, but without any legal Evidence — We refused to receive 
them as upon examination we find that said Peirce was bound out 
at Seven Years of Age to John Death Esq. of Sherburne, where he 
lived about 15 Years and from thence went to Situate where he 
married and has resided ever since, so that in our Opinion he must 
be an Inhabitant of Sherburne if not of your Town. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
WitiiaM Coorer Town Clerk 


To 
The Gent®. Selectmen of Scituate 


[Z208. | Boston August 15. 1772 
Sir 

We take this opportunity to acquaint you that by the desertion 
of one George Wright who belonged to a Detachment of the Royal 
Train of Artillery stationed at Castle William, his Wife Judith & 
four Children were left in such destitute Circumstances as required 
immediate relief — they were therefore sent to the Almshouse in 
this Town to be supported untill you would be Notified of the 
Husbands desertion and the distressed Circumstances of his 
Family. 

We flatter ourselves you will take immediate care to ease the 
Town of the present expence by forwarding your Orders to the 
Officer in Command here to receive said Soldiers Wife and Chil- 
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dren into Castle William, or to make such provision for their Sup- 
port as you may Judge proper. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Wiiiiam Cooper Town Clerk 
To 


— Tiffin Esq. (Note in margin gives date of above letter as 
Sep‘. 2.) 


The following was sent the Commanding Officer at Castle 
William 


Sir — 

This is to acquaint you that the Wife of John Colder of Cap‘. 
O’Harra’s Company in the 24(?) Regiment with two young Children 
and the Wife of John Grosvenor of Cap‘. Murrays Company of 
the 14. with one Child are now in this Town and in such destitute 
Circumstances as has put them upon applying to us for relief — the 
former says she & one of her children were so ill when the Regi- 
ment sayled, as would not admit of her going with them — desire 
you will receive these Women and Children on Castle Island or 
make such other provision for them as will prevent their suffering 
or being an expence to a Town which is aiready over burdened 
[209.] With the support of their Poor — We shail esteem the 
favor of an answer, to be left at the British Coffee House 

By order of the Selectmen 
WiriraAm Cooper Town Clerk 
To Cap‘. Robert M°. Learth 


Mem’°. a Letter was received in answer to the above which 
acquainted the Selectmen that he could not make any provision 
for the Persons mentioned in the Letter. 


The following was sent M’. Barret appointed by the Selectmen 
an oflicer to inspect Coal Baskets Viz'. 


Boston Septemb' 7. 1772 
M’. William Barrett 
Sir 
The Selectmen agreeable to an Act of the General assembly 
having appointed you an Officer for Seizing and securing all 
Baskets improved for measuring Coal in this Town that are not 
of the dimensions stated by Law, and to prosecute such offenders 
for the Fines and for failures thereby incurred; do depend upon 
your care and fidelity in the discharge of this trust; And for your 
government in all Cases that may happen, we have furnished you 
with a Copy of the late printed Act so far as respects Charcoal, 
not doubting that you will strictly conform to the Letter and 
Spirit of said Act. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witiram Coorer Town Clerk 


Orders of the same import as the above was given to m' 
Ephraim Vaux, the other Person appointed by the Selectmen, for 
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the examining of Charcoal Baskets and also a Copy of the printed 
Act respecting Charcoal &c. 


[210.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem’. 
9, 1772. Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

M*. Paul Farmer was directed by two of the Selectmen Viz’. 
M*. Scollay & Coll®. Marshall the 1*. Ins‘. to receive into the 
Almshouse to be supported at the Province charge Elizabeth 
Prince, Abigail Mills & John Jones Strangers and in suffering 
Circumstances — And by M’. Scollay & Newell this Day one 
Peter Griebb, a sick & destitute Stranger, to be also supported at 
the Province charge — both Orders signed by Cap’. Sam Patridg 
an Overseer 

Passed upon Joseph Newells Province Acco’. amounting as by 
Copy on file to £. 7— 15- 84- 

Passed upon Paul Farmers Province Accounts amounting as by 
Copys on file to £-539. 15-104, & £. 42-14-2- 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem’. 9, 1772. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

Mess. Austin Scollay & Newell a Comm. to procure one 
John Penroe now in the Almshouse a passage in Cap‘. Bowman 
bound to Ireland. as also for any others that may leave the 
Almshouse. 

Coll’. Marshall & MT’. Scollay a Committee to agree with the 
Butchers & see Leases signed respecting the Stalls they Improve. 


Boston, Septem’. 10’. 1772 
Gentlemen 
We have delivered’ your unhappy Townsman Mr’. Benjamin 
Bowen by your desire to the [211.] Care of Samuel Child, Jun’. 
Esq. He has been supported at the Almshouse 14 Weeks which 
at the rate of 8/ 8°. p. Week the same which the Province allows 
the Town for their maintenance of their Poor amounts to £. 5-19-4— 
You'l please to recollect that we have sent him home twice free of 
charge to your Town, at the same time desiring that you would 
take such care of him as might prevent his being a further trouble 
tous. We doubt not when you consider the reasonableness of the 
above charge and our expectations that you will speedily order us 
a reimbursement 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witi1aAM Cooper Town Clerk 
To 
The Gentlemen Selectmen 
of Woodstock. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, Sep". 16. 1772. 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

M*. Samuel Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rainsfords Island 
attended, and Reports, that three Men who have lately had the 
Small Pox, viz'. Cutting Lunt, Clifford Bryne, & David Smith are 
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desirous of leaving the Island, having each of them a fresh Suit 
of Clothes provided, and that in his opinion they have been so well 
smoked and cleansed, as that they may come up with safety to the 
Inhabitants. whereupon the following was delivered Mr’. Hartley. 


Boston, Septem". 16. 1772 
Mr. Samuel Hartley 

You having Reported to us that three Men who have had the 
Small Pox at your Island are now quite recovered from that Dis- 
temper, and have been sufficiently smoked & cleansed so that 
they may leave the Island with safety — Our [212.] directions 
are that you may permit said People viz*. 

Cutting Lunt, Clifford Byrnes, & David Smith to come up to 
Town next Monday provided they have each a fresh Suit of 
Clothes procured for them, and that D'. Whitworth examine them 
and Joins with you in opinion that they may come off with safety 
to the Inhabitants. We depend upon your going on smoking 
and cleansing those who are recovered, and they must be at the 
Well house a proper time before they are permitted to leave 
the Island. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
Witi1amM Cooper Town Clerk 
P.S. You must first secure your Expences. 


The Hon’. John Erving Esq. apply’d to the Selectmen for 
leave to break Ground before his House in order to lay a Drain 
from his House. 

Liberty was accordingly granted provided the Ground & 
Pavement is made good to the satisfaction of the Selectmen. 

Passed upon M*. Samuel Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at 
Rainsfords Island amounting to £. 6- 13- 4— as p. Copy on file. 

Mem?®. Alexander Little is the only Trooper belonging to this 
Town, who is to be excused as a Jury Man. 

Agreed to visit Deer Island next Fryday. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem’. 234. 
1772. Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

M*. Samuel Hartley attended and informs, Ebenezer Hall and 
Jonathan Knight who came from Newbury & John Hilliard & 
Stephen Beal who came from Salem, are desirous of leaving the 
Island and that they have been so well smoked & cleansed as to 
be able to leave the Island with safety — whereupon the follow- 
ing Letter was given him. 


[213. ] Boston Septem". 23%. 1772 
M*. Samuel Hartley, 

You having Reported to us that Ebenezer Hale and Jonathan 
Knight who came from Newbury & John Hilliard & Stephen Beal 
who came from Salem are desirous of leaving the Island, & as in 
your opinion they are now quite free from any Infection of the 
Small Pox, & that they may come up to Town with safety to the 


— 


SELECTMEN’S Minutes, 1772. 145 


Inhabitants — We now give you liberty to let them leave the 
Island provided they can have a fresh suit of Clothes sent to them, 
and you satisfied as to Expence they have occasioned as Dt. 
Whitworth concurs with you in opinion that they are free from 
all Infection 
: By Order of the Selectmen 

Wirtt1aAM Coorer ‘Town Clerk 


Passed upon Thomas Crafts Province Account amounting as p. 
Copy on file to £. 38— 2- 4. 

M'. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse to 
be supported at the Province charge one Neily Wright not an In- 
habitant, & having nothing to support herself — Order signed by 
M'. Austin & Wendell Selectmen & M’*. William Greenleaf 
Overseer. 

M’. Ward from Portsmouth apply’d to the Selectmen for 
leave to open a School in this Town for teaching Children to Read 
&*. which was accordingly granted. 

M’*. John Thompson Soapboiler apply’d for liberty to erect a 
Building in Beer Lane for making Soap, the Selectmen informed 
him, that the Law did not notice Soapboilers, but that if he should 
melt Tallow in said Buildings he would be exposed to the penaltys 
of the Law. 

M*. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse 
{214.] One Hugh Sloan a poor Stranger — Order signed by M". 
Benj®. Dolbear Overseer order dated the 9'. of Septem’. — and on 
the Day of August one Mary Frutat (?) a poor Stranger — 
Order signed by Coll*. Marshall & Selectmen & M*. Daniel 
Waldo Overseer. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Septem" 30’, 1772. 
Present, Mess*. Scollay, H: ‘ancock, Newell, Austin, Wendell’ 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat (@ 6/6. p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows, Viz*. 


Mb. oz. dr. 
A loaf of Brown Bread 3? Wheat + Rye Meal must 
weigh 2h ieee 
a 44, Ditto not above 3 rae meal must weigh S- aR. 
Bisket of a Copper price - - - -----+----- 4—6- 


Cap‘. Ballard of Engine N 1. presents John New, John Ballard 
Jun’. Jonathan Brown Jun’. & Walter Piper as suitable Persons for 
his Engine Company, in the room of others who ordered or have 
left the Company. 

Voted, that the above Persons presented by M*. Ballard be 
accepted as Engine Men. | 

Deacon Newell appointed to direct in the carrying off the Waste 
Water from Streets near M’. Syrcombs House. 

Upon application made by Major Barbour Commander of the 
North Battery, he was permitted by the Selectmen to admit such 
partys of officer and Mens exercise in the Battery, as he should 
think proper. 
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Major Barbour has exhibited to the Selectmen a List of Stoves 
belonging to the North Battery, which he found in the Battery 
upon his taking the Command of that Fortress — put on file. 

The Selectmen have this Day agreed with M’. Samuel Breck for 
the other Warehouse of the Town, lately improved by M’. Henry 
Humphreys at £. 23 - 6-8 — p. annum. Rent to commence 
from the [215.] Day that M’. Humphrys settles with the Town 
Treasurer. 

The Selectmen have agreed to impower Cap’. John Baker, to 
prosecute such Persons as presume to take Stones & Ballast from 
Deer Island. 

Coll°. Hancock, Marshall & Wendell a Committee to continue 
the Rails near M". Hancocks House in the Common to the Water 
side. 

M’*. Collector Henderson is directed by the Selectmen to dis- 
continue the Suit M*. Ruggles a former Collector commenced 
against Major Doane for Taxes. 

M*. Samuel Hartley Keeper of Hospital at Rainsfords Island 
apply’d to the Selectmen for liberty to get the Windows mended 
at the Hospital when he was directed to let M*. Bove go down 
and repair said Windows. 

Passed upon M*. Thomas Willistons Province Accot. of Sup- 
plys for the visit to Rainsfords Island this Summer amount- 


ingio ------------------------ £. 3- 4-— 3 
Suv Cordis, Acco. included. --— .- "= eueeaeee se -) - 0 Oo Aas 
6— soe 


This Selectmen have this Day Agreed with M’. Nathaniel Cur- 
tis, for the use of a peice of the Towns Land at So. End adjoining 
his own Land, being 45 feet front and 60 feet Rear — he to allow 
£3 lawful Money p. Annum as Rent. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Oct". 6, — 1772. 
Present, Mess™. Newell, Marshall, Austin, & Wendell. 

Agnes Yarley Wife of a Soldier at Castle William, being turn’d 
away by y° Comand® Officers applys for Relief. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen October 14', 1772 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin, Wendell. 


[216.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Oct?. 
14’, 1772. Present, Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin, Wendell. 

M". Will”. M*Neil had liberty to opena Drain in Gridley’s Lane, 
he to put the Street in good Repair again. 

M’. Hancock has Liberty to make use of Faneuil Hall on 
Wednesday & Fryday Even’. for the Exercise of the Cadet 
Company. 

Coll’. Marshall & M*. Austin are appointed a Committee to 
Take a Survey of Pleasant Tree (?) & Report the State of it, & 
to also Survey the Street by Doct". Byles’s. 

M’. Franklin Master of Engine N°. - presented M‘. Robert 
Smallpiece as an Engine Man, who was approved of 
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Boston 7" Oct". 1772 
Se al 
We are very sorry either to be troubled ourselves, or give you 
any Trouble with our Complaints of the Impositions on this Town 
by having Women & their Children belonging to your Regiment 
cast upon y® Town for their Support— This Sir even yourself 
being Judge is not only unreasonable but unjust, it being directly 
contrary to the Law of the Province which probably you may be 
a Stranger to, & therefore we think it necessary to let you know 
that the Law is whoever is the Occasion .of any Person being 
brought into this Town & does not acquaint y* Selectmen thereof 
becomes liable for the Charge of all such Persons if they shou’d 
be reduced to necessitous Circumstances. The Reason of our 
present Application to you Sir is this We have been obliged to 
take into our Almshouse [21%7.] Agnes Yarley & her Child Wife 
of Robert Yarley of the 10. Company (Cap‘. Flemings) of the 
64". Regiment who was in suffering Circumstances & Destitute 
of any Help — We have also another applys for the same Relf. 
Viz’. Christa Nelson her Child Wife of John Nelson in Cap‘. 
Armstrongs Company both which Persons are Women allowed by 
Government to Attend & follow the Regiment. We know nothing 
of the Character of these Women, neither does it concern us, they 
being properly under the Government of your Regiment, these 
Women you are sensible, are upon a different Footing from Judith 
Wright & her four Children who now are at the Expense of the 
Province for their Subsistance, who we wrote you about some time 
sinse — We must therefore depend on your Immediately sending 
for these Persons to the Castle that the Province may not be bur- 
then’d with any further Charge 
We are Sir Your Hum. Serv*. 

JOHN SCOLLAY 

Joun Hancock 

TimorHy NEWELL 

THoMAS MARSHALL 

Sam". AUSTIN 

OtiverR WENDELL 
To Selectmen of Boston 

Cap‘. Mackleroth 


M*. Young Widow has liberty to open her Drain in Greens. 
Lane taking Care fill up & pave y° Street. 
(Mem°. on a Journey) 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen Octo’. 
Present 


LIZ. 


[218.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen Octo'. 
20.9. 1772. Present, Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, 
Austin, Wendell. 

M*. Williston was directed to call upon the Collectors of Taxes 
and acquaint them that the Selectmen desire they will attend 
at the Chamber tomorrow afternoon and prepare their Bonds, 
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The Selectmen received several Petitions from a great Number 
of the Inhabitants, praying that a Town Meeting may be immedi- 
ately called —the further consideration referred to the Meeting 
on the Morrow. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, October 21, 1772. 
Present Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

M’. Edward Hollyday a Collector of Taxes for 1772 appeared 
and proposed John Winslow Esq. & M*. Martin Brimmer Appoth- 
ecary as his Bondsmen. 

M’. Abraham Savage a Collector of Taxes for 1772 appeared 
and proposed Archibald M*Neil, & M*. Nathaniel Green as his 
pondsmen. 

Mr’. Benjamin Henderson a Collector of Taxes for 1772 ap- 
peared and proposed, Cap‘. Job Prince and M'. Edward Carnes as 
his Bondsmen. 

M’*. Benjamin Gray a Collector of Taxes for 1772 appeared and 
proposed Mess. Thomas Leaveret & M". Richard Salter as his 
Bondsmen. 

The Selectmen having considered the application for a Town 
Meeting, Voted Unanimously, that the Town Clerk issue a War- 
rant for calling cne on Wednesday next at 10. OClock Before 
Noon. 

Voted, that M’. Daniel Kneeland have the Printing of y® Noti- 
fication. 

Maj". Paddock proposes to the Selectmen, that Posts may be 
fixed by the Selectmen before the Trees near the Burying Place. 

Voted, that M’. Hancock be desired to see the proposal effected. 


[219.] Agreed with M'. Thomas Patten for the Engine House 
Adjoining M*. Greens Land, for £6- lawful payable in twelve 
months — he to make good the Fence to the satisfaction of Mr’. 
Green — for which he has given his note to the Treasurer. 

M*. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed by two 
of the Selectmen viz‘. Coll. Marshall & M". Wendell to receive 
into said House to be supported at the Province Charge one John 
M‘Intyre, he being a sick Stranger & not having wherewithall to 
support himself. Order signed by William Whitwell, an Over- 
seer. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Oct". 24', 1772. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Austin. 

The Town Treasurer to be desired to advance £. 8- lawful 
money for M'. Jacob Bucknam on account of Carting; he to 
deduct the same upon the first draft, being made in his favor. 

The Town Clerk directed to get the Notifications for the ensué. 
Meeting printed and dispersed as soon as possible. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Octo". 28, 1772. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell. Austin, Marshall. 
Voted, that the Bondsmen proposed by the several Collectors 
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as named on the other side, be accepted, and the own Clerk is 
directed to prepare the several Bonds accordingly. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen Octo’. 31, A.M. 
1772. Present, Mess*. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, 
Austin. 

Passed upon M*. Timothy Newell, Province Account amounting 
as p. Copy on file to £. 76— 6— 7. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Nov’. 4, 1772. 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Wendel. 

[220.] M’. Adjutant Dows, has desired on behalf of a mila- 
tary chore [i.e corps| to have the use of Faneuil Hall three Mon- 
day Nights in a Month which was granted accordingly. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/6 p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows — 
alae 

De O27 pam are 


A Loaf of Brown Bread 3/4 Wheat 1/4 Rye 


Meal must weigh 2— 8- 
a 4°. Ditto not above 1/2 Indian Meal. a’. 3-— 8- 
Bisket of a Copper price. - - - - - - - 4 6 


M’. Scollay, Deacon Newell & M*. Wendell a Comm®. to view 
the Towns Land near the North Battery. 

The Selectmen have agreed to view the Way near M*. Syrcombs 
Fryday Morning 10. O’Clock. 

M’. Hancock Scollay & Newell a Comm”. to repair the head of 
the Dock and widen the Way. 

M’. Treasurer Jeffries was desired to pay William Bass & 
Ebenezer Gaffee five pounds lawful Money, on account of work at 
y° Ferry Way near Cops Hill, to be deducted out of their Draft 
when made. 

The Town Clerk is directed to write to James Bryant. of Little 
Cambridge & Cap’. Nath’. Ruggles of Roxbury to Meet the 
Selectmen at the Hall next Tuesday 10. OClock, relative to the 
Market —and also to M’. Samuel Pratt at Chelsea that he may see 
the Selectmen next Wednesday Afternoon — done — 

The Town Clerk is directed to look up the Province Law rela- 
tive to Fire Wood, & to Report to the Selectmen a Letter to be 
annexed to it, to the Wood Cutters. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Novem". 11. 1772. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

The Town Clerk to write the Selectmen of Stoneham relative 
to one William Brown an Inhabitant of their Town who is sick at 
the Almshouse. 


[221.] The Jury upon Paddys Alley, apply’d to the Select- 
men for their Opinion whether they can proceed upon the Warrant 
directed to them from two of his Majestys Justices in Assessing 
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the damages & Advantages, of the Lands, taken & added: as 
some of the Partys have erected Fences upon the Land laid out as 
a Street. 

The Selectmen upon the aforegoing application gave it as their 
Opinion that those Incumbrances should be removed before they 
proceed, that they would see to their removal. 

The Town Clerk is directed to print about two hundred Extracts 
from the Province Law relative to Wood. 

Voted, that M*. Byles have the printing of them. 

Coll’. Marshall & M*. Austin a Comm. to see M". Adams, and 
advise relative to the New Street. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen Nov’. 17. 1772. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

The Selectmen having been informed by the Chairmen of the 
Committee of Correspondence that they were ready to make 
Report and it being the sense of the Town at their late Meeting, 
that the Inhabitants should be called together to receive said 
Report. 

Voted, that the Town Clerk issue a Warrant for a Town Meet- 
ing to be held at Faneuil Hall on Fryday next 10. O’Clock, Before 
Noon. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Novem’. 18, 1772. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin, Wendell. 

Coll®. Marshall & M*. Wendell a Committee to view Essex 
Street, and Report what is proper to be done. | 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 24, 1772. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 


[222.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Nov’. 25, 
1772. Present, Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Aus- 
tin, Wendell. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/6 p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows — 
Viz. — 


Ib.) OZ. are 
A Loaf of Brown Bread 3/4 Wheat 1/2 Rye Meal 
must weigh 2-8 
a 4°. Ditto not above 1/4 Indian Meal. ad. 3-8 
Bisket of a Copper price 4 — 6 


M’. Martin Constable of South Watch has orders to Enlist two 
men to Reinforce the Watch at the South part of the Town. 
The following Draft was given to M*. Jeffries 


Boston, Nov. 25'. 1772. 
M"*. David Jeffries 
Sir please to pay to M*. James Burrows Four pounds six shil- 
lings & eight pence, it being so much due to him for boarding 
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William Brown of Stoneham ten Weeks, We shall Take Care that 
this Town is reimbursed the Charge by the Town of Stoneham. 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
JOHN Hancock 
Timo. NEWELL 
OLIVER WENDELL 
Selectmen 


The Town Clerk is directed to give Orders to M*. John Bennet 
a Constable of the South Watch near the Sign of the Lamb. 

The Town Clerk is directed to write the Selectmen of Stoneham 
to William Brown of their Town now in the Almshouse. 

M*. Wendell a Committee to examine into tbe state of the 
Engine House near the Old South Church. 

Cap‘. Sutton of Engine No. 7. proposed James Sergeant for His 
Company in the room of Thomas Patten who is gone into the 
Grenaders Comp’. — who is accordingly accepted. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, Nov". 27, 1772. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

[223.] Voted, that the Town Clerk havea Draft for £. 20. 

Deacon Newell Received of Haskill for Interest on his Bond of 
£. 200 — being part of M’. Brookers Donation — And is for one 
year £ 12 — lawful, which the Deacon is desired to keep till fur- 
ther Orders. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, Decem". 2', 1772. 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, Dec’. 9. 1772. 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

M*. Nathaniel Cobbit Agrees in behalf o. the Widow Mays, 
that the determination of the Rent of the Ground where the Hay 
Engine stands shall be left to two Persons mutually chosen. 

D*. Wendell & Coll’. Marshall a Committee to view M". Procters 
School House and Report the Repairs. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen Decem". 10. 1772. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Wendell. 

The Briggandine Henry from Liverpool, Benjamin Smith 
master, but last from Gloucester, bieng ordered to Rainsfords 
Island by the Selectmen of that Town on Account of the Small 
Pox, which had been on board that Vessel — The master attended 
& acquainted the Selectmen that he left Liverpool the 16 Day 
of September & on the 25. one of his Sailors broke out with 
the Small pox, that two others had it since, one of whom died the 
7. Day of November; that there is 10 People now on board two 
of them Passengers one of whom is not certain that he has had 
the Distemper—his Loading consists of Salt Coal Crates of 
Earthen Ware & some Bale Goods; some of the Crates & 2 
Boxes [224.] Are between Decks — That he had taken the utmost 
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care in smoking, airing &*. and this Account is confirm’d by the 
declaration of Mr’. Rogers the Physician at Gloucester. whereupon, 
Voted — that the following Letter be sent to the Keeper of the 
Hospital at Rainsfords Island. 


Boston Decem’. 10. 1772 

M’*. Samuel Hartley, 
The Briggandine Henry Benjamin Smith master from Liver- 
pool, but last from Gloucester, having been ordered to your Island 
on account of three of the Peoples having had the Small Pox — 
Our Orders are that you receive on shore the Goods the Captain 
may deliver you in order to be aired and cleansed, and then smoke 
and wash the Vessel Bed Bedding &*. as usual together with 
everything else liable to Infection; and Report to us your pro- 
cedure and the state of the Vessel, when you will receive our fur- 

ther Orders. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witi1am Cooper Town Clerk. 


Thomas Wetherby of Dedham had an Order on the Selectmen 
of Roxbury, to receive all the Clothes and Effects of Elizabeth 
Clusly (?) a Poor Person deceased —M*. Wetherby agreeing to 
take them at the value, and to be at the Selectmens chamber 
next Wednesday. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Decem’. 14, 1772. 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Austin, Wendell. 

M'. Hartiey attended, and informed that he followed the direc- 
tion of the Selectmen, in smoking cleansing &. the Vessel Bed & 
Bedding &*. sent to the Island from Cape Ann — but that the 
Hampers between [225.] Decks, were not taken on Shore, the 
Captain apprehending that they were too much damaged to per- 
mit their being taken out — whereup. Voted, that Orders be given 
M*. Hartley accordingly & a Certificate sent to the Governor. 


Boston, Decem’. 14. 1772 
M’. Samuel Hartley 

You having Reported to us that you have strictly pursued our 
Orders in smoking the Briggandine Henry, ordered to your Island 
from Cape Ann, but that you had not taken the Hampers between 
Decks on shore nor the Bed & Bedding. This is to direct you to 
take the Hampers Bedding &*. between Decks on Shore if the 
Captain sees fit to deliver them and give the Vessel &. another 

smoking when the Vessel will be permitted to leave the Island. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
Wituiam Coorer Town Clerk 


May it please your Excellency 

The Briggandine Henry Benjamin Smith master from Liver- 
pool last from Cape Ann, having been sent to Rainsfords Island 
on account of some of the Seamen having had the Small Pox; © 
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has been so well smoked & cleansed, that we are of Opinion she 
may be permitted to come up to Town without any danger to the 
Inhabitants, if your Excellency thinks proper. 
We are 
Your Excellencys 
Most obedient 
Humble Servant 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
Timotuy NEWELL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
OLIVER WENDELL 
Boston Decem’. 14. 1772. 
To His Excellency Thomas Hutchinson, Esq. 


[226.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen Decem’. 
15, 1772. Present, Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin, 
Wendell. 

Deacon Davis Owner of the Schooner Dove, Captain Pote from 
Baltimore in Maryland, having got the Small Pox on board and is 
stopt at Castle Island on that Account, which Vessel is loaded 
with Flour & Iron whereupon the Owner was directed to send said 
Schooner to Rainsfords Island. and the following Letter was sent 
M’. Hartley. 


Boston Decem’. 15. 1772. 
M’*. Samuel Hartley 
The Schooner Dove Cap‘. Samuel Pote from Baltimore in Mary- 
land having been stopt at Castle William as having the Small 
Pox on board; we have ordered said Schooner to Rainsfords Isl- 
and, and when she arrives there you must not suffer any one to 
leave the Vessel or to come on board her without our permission, 
you must then examine into the state of the Vessel & Report the 
same tous as soon as may be; and after taking into the Hos- 
pital the Sick Person, if he can be removed with safety, you may 
then proceed to smoke and cleanse the Vessel Bed Bedding &°. 
It may not be improper for you to inform the People on board 
that any one leaving the Vessel willexpose him to a fine of £. 100. 
enquire whether any of the People has left the Vessel since she 
came from Baltimore, who they are & give us the Names with 
those who are on board 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witiiam Cooper Town Clerk 


Gentlemen 

This is to acquaint you that one John Pierce who served his Time 
in your Town with John Dealth Esq. is now together with his 
Wife & Children in our Almshouse — the said Peirce being by In- 
firmity disabled from Labour & not having wherewithall to sup- 
port himself, upon Searching the Records for the County of 
Middlesex we cannot find [22%.] That he has obtained an In- 
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habitancy in any Town since he left Sherburne — As he is now | 
at your charge we hope you will take care to remove him to your 
Town & satisfy for the Charge already incurred 
By Order of the Selectmen, 
Wittram Cooper Town Clerk 
To 
The Gentlemen the Selectmen 
of Sherburne. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Decem’. 16, 1772. 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. , 

One Sprague who left the Small Pox Vessel at New London, on 
his arrival here by the advice of his Owner Deacon Davis went 
to the Hospital at New Boston, upon Information thereof, Dr’. 
Whitworth was desired to visit him who Reported that he appre- 
hended he would have the Distemper and might be removed to 
Rainsfords Island in the morning with his own consent 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 7/ p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 


Charges Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows — Viz*. 
- OZ dr. 


Ib 
A Loaf of Brown Bread 3/4 Wheat 1/2 Rye Meal 


must weigh - - ------------------- 2-8 
a 4°, Ditto not above 1/4 Indian Meal must weigh - - 3-8 
Bisket of a Copper price - - - - - - - ccc cece 4— 2. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem’. 17. 1772. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

The Selectmen have ordered the Person who came out of the 
Small Pox Vessel to the Hospital at Rainsfords Island — and the 
following Letter was sent M’. Hartley 


Boston Decem’. 17. 1772 
M". Samuel Hartley 

We have ordered to the Hospital at [228.] Rainsfords Island 
one Sprague who came to Town Yesterday, and is one of the 
Persons who left the Small Pox Vessel at New London. It is 
supposed that he has taken the Distemper, and we expect you 
take proper care of him, and that you also use the proper pre- 

cautions that the Small Pox is not communicated to any others. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
Witi1aAmM Cooper Town Clerk 


Boston December 17. 1772 

M*. Andrew Tyler 

Rev’. Sir — This is to acquaint you that as the Superior Court 
have confirmed the doings of the Justices & Selectmen respect- 
ing Paddys Alley a Jury has been appointed to estimate & assess 
what the Partys are injured or bettered. Said Comm*. will sit 
next Monday, & as you have had Lands taken from you, your 
Joining with the other Petitioners may save you, considerable Ex- 


Cn 
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pence — The Fences &*. you have Erected on that part of your 
Land which was laid into said Street will be taken down in a 
short time; of this you are advised that you may have time to 
take such steps as you may Judge proper 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witi1am Cooper Town Clerk 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Dec". 22°%., 1772. 
Present, Mess™. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin. 

M". Hartley reported that he had taken from on board the 
Schooner Dove, Sam!'. Pote master (which was Ordered to Rains- 
fords Island the 15™. Inst'.) all the mens Bedding Cloaths & 
every other Article Liable to Infection that he has washed & Smoked 
the Vessell in Such a manner that she may with once more Smoak- 
ing & Cleansing of her be permitted to Come to Town therefore 
gave him the following Orders. 


[229.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen Decem*. 
23°. 1772. Present, Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, 
Austin. 

M’. Samuel Hartley having Reported that the Schooner Dove 
Cap‘. Samuel Pote from Maryland with the Small Pox has been 
sufficiently smoked & cleansed, — Voted that the following Letter 
be given M’. Hartley. 

Boston Decem’. 23°. 1772 
M’. Samuel Hartley 

You having Reported to us that the Schooner Dove Cap*. 
Samuel Pote has been so well smoked & cleansed that she may be 
permitted to come up with safety Our Orders are that you suffer 
her to leave the Island, you being satisfied for the charge. Also 
one Joseph Swasy who D*'. Whitworth has Reported to be quite 
free from Infection, he having a shift of Clothes to come up with. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
Witiram Cooper Town Clerk. 


May it please your Excellency 
The Schooner Dove Cap‘. Samuel Pote from Baltimore in Mary- 
land, having been stopt at Rainsfords Island on Account of the 
Small Pox has been so well smoked & cleansed, that we are of 
Opinion she may be permitted to come up to Town, without any 
danger to the Inhabitants if your Excellency thinks proper We are 
Your Excellencys 
most obedient 
Hum. Serv*. 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
JoHN Hancock 
TimotHy NEWELL 
THomas MarsHALL 
BENJAMIN AUSTIN 
OLIVER WENDELL 
Selectmen of Boston. 
Boston Decem". 23°. 1772 
To His Excellency Thomas Hutchinson, [sq. 
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[ 230. | Boston Decem". 23°, 1772 
M*. Samuel Hartley 

You having Reported to the Selectmen that the Crites of 
Karthen Ware taken from on board Cap‘. Smith are sutticiently 
air’d and that they may be brought to Town without any danger to 
the Inhabitants you are therefore permitted to let Capt. Smith 
take them from the Island. 


M*. Thomas Hill apply’d for leave to open a Drain at the 
bottom of Summer Street; which was granted provided the 
Pavement be restored & the Ground made good to the Satisfaction 
of the Selectmen. 


Boston Decem’. 23°. 1772 
Gentlemen 

You have hereunder an account of the Expence of keeping one 
William Brown of your ‘Town, who was in sucha sick state, as 
would not permit his going home to your Towa, and required the 
attendance of a Doctor Nurse &e. 

As the charges of the Town run very high with respect to the 
support of the Poor, we must desire your care that we be speedily 
reimbursed for the Expence being Seven pounds ten Shillings & 
84, 1/2 

By Order of the Selectmen 
Witiiam Coorer Town Clerk. 
To 
The Gentlemen of Selectmen 
of Stoneham. 
The Town of Stoneham to the Town of Boston — D*. 
1772. Decem’. To D*. Samuel Danforth Jun". £. 
for attendance on Will- 
iam Brown, a siek Per | 
son £.— 19. 6 
To Paul Farmer for 
Board from Octo’. 29. 
to Decem". 5 Weeks & 
1 day at 8/8 2— 4- 64 
To James Burroughs 
for 10 Weeks Board at 
8/8 - - -~ - - - - - 4-— 6-8 


£. 7" 10" 84 


[231.] The Town Clerk was directed to publish the following 
Advertisement viz*. 

Those Persons who have frequently incumbered Boston Neck by 
laying Street Dirt & other manure thereon are hereby informed 
that Orders are given, that such manure as shall hereafter be 
found there, be spread on such parts of the Towns inclosed Land, 
as may be most contiguous. And all Persons are warned against 
unloading their Timber on said Neck, as they will be thereby 
exposed to the Penaltys of the Law. 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Deec™. 25, 1772. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

Information was given the Selectmen by Capt. Thomas Davis 
Master of the Brigg’. — from Phylidelphia that one 
Dayis his Mate is now at his House unwell and he is fearful it 
is the Small Pox, as the Distemper was at that City when he 
left it— whereupon D*. Whitwort: was desired to see him, who 
reported that the Man had the Symptoms of the Small Pox, & 
supposed there might be some Eruptions in the Morning — and 
that the Man was willing to be removed to Rainsfords Island. 
Orders were accordingly given for his being sent down, provided 
the Doctor should not object to it on the Morrow. 

The Town Clerk was directed to Petition the Governor that 
Orders may be given for stopping all Vessels at Castle William, 
coming from Maryland & Philadelphia, on account of the Small 
Pox being at both those places. 


May it please your Excellency 

Having received information that the Small Pox is spreading in 
Maryland & Philadelphia [232.| And several Persons coming in 
Vessels from both those Places having broke out with that Distem- 
per, after their arrival here. 

We must desire that Orders may be given to stop all Vessels at 
Castle William which may be coming from those Places, if your 
Excellency thinks proper. 

We are 

Your Excellencys 
Most Obedient 
Humble Servants 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
Selectmen of Boston 


: Boston December 26, 1772 
M'. Samuel Hartley 

A person named Davis who came in a Vessel from Phil- 
adelphia having as is supposed the Small Pox; we have sent him 
down to the Hospital you have the care of, and expect that every- 
thing shall be made agreeable to him while on the Island, as he 
will be able to defrey the charge of his Sickness &c. D*". Whit- 
worth has seen him and will attend him as may be necessary. 

By Order of the Selectmen 

Witrt1AmM Coorer Town Clerk. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem’. 30, 1772. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 7/ p. 
bush. & that 6°. p. Bushel, be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains & Livelihood which is computed as follows — Viz*. 

Ib. oz. dr- 

A 4°. Loaf Brown Bread 3/4 Wheat 1/4 Rye Meal 

must weigh 2— 8— 
a 4°, ditto, not above 1 /2 Indian Meal must weigh  3- 8— 
Bisket of a Copper price - - - - ---------* 
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[233.] Passed upon D" Samuel Danforths Jun'. Province 
Account amounting in the whole to £. 159- 3- 10- as p. Copy 
on file. 

Paid Mary Biggs Widow, out of Brookers Donation 2 Dollars 
p- Deacon Newell — entred again Jan’. 6°. 

M*. Curtis Master of Engine N°. 8. applys for the Premium 
allowed by the Town for playing first with their Engine on the 
Fire which broke out at M’. Mays Barn. 

Voted, that he have a draft for the same. 

Deacon Newell Coll? Hancock & M*. Austin appointed to order 
necessary Repairs to the Hospital at New Boston, and to Report 
what things may be necessary for the reception of the sick. 

The Selectmen agree to visit the Hospital at New Boston Fryday 
next 9. O Clock. 

The following was sent the Assessors. 


Gentlemen 

It is our Opinion that the following Persons Inhabitants of other 
Towns in this Province ought to be taxed here for the Real Estate 
they Occupy & the business they do here, it being agreeable to 
Law — Viz'. 


The Hon’®. James Russell Esq. Elisha Doane Esq. 
Ralph Inman Esq. Joseph Rotch & Sons 
M’. Joseph Palmer Mess. Champney & Archer 
We are 
Gentlemen 


Your hum. Serv®. 

JOHN SCOLLAY 

TimotHy NEWELL 
Tuomas MARSHALL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 

OLiveR WENDELL 

Selectmen of Boston 
To the Assessors of the Town of Boston 
Boston Decem’. 30. 1772. 


[234.] Passed upon Joshua Beals Province Account amount- 
ing to £. 7- 0- 4— as p. Copy on file. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Dec’. 31, 1772. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

Cap‘. Nathaniel Lampson of Sloop America, from Philadelphia 
stopt ut Castle William on account of the small Pox being at that 
place, attended & informed the Selectmen that his Loading con- 
sists of Flour & Tron, — that there was no one of his People that 
were liable to that Distemper, neither had they anything cn board 
the Sloop likely to retain any infection — whereupon it was Voted, 
that she may be permitted to come up to Town & that a Certifi- 
cate be given the Governor accordingly. 


May it please your Excellency 
We have examined into the Circumstances of the Sloop Amer- 


a ae — — 
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ica Captain Nathaniel Lampson from Philadelphia stopt at Castle 
William on account of the Small Pox; and are of Opinion that 
she may be permitted to come up to Town without danger to the 
Inhabitants if your Excellency thinks proper. 
We are 
Your Excellencys 
Most Obedient 
Humble Servants 
JoHN SCOLLAY 
Joun Hancock 
TimotHy NEWELL 
Tuomas MaArsHALL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
Selectmen of Boston. 
His Excellency Thomas Hutchinson Esq. 
Boston Decem’. 31, 1772. 


[235.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Jan’. 6. 
1773. Present,» Mess.*. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

Passed upon the Account of the Owners of Sloop America 
Nathaniel Lamson master for the passage of one Woman & 4 
Children to Philadelphia am‘. to £. 4-16— as p. Copy on file. 

The following distribution was made of the £. 12. Brookers 
Donation, received by Deacon Newell November 27. & then 
minuted. 


N Widow Biggs- ---------------- Le —12 
M Widow Fowle -------------+--- 1- 4 
A. Widow Whitcomb - - ------------ 18 
‘.. Widow Oliver ---------------- 12 
aA Widow Mearsey --------------- 12 
N. The Leblonds- - -------------- 1- 4 
W. Widow Oliver - ---------- Meany a= 12 
Jeffries, Mrs Delaplace-- -------------- 12 
Ini Elizabeth Peterson - - - - ----+------ 1- 4 
S. Widow Bass----------------- 12 
A. Widow Harskins- - - - ----------- 12 
Jeffries, Widow Lee- ----------------- 12 
NN. Widow Chaple - - -------------- 18 
N. Widow Wise - - --------------- 12 
.M. M™. Smith --------------+-.--- 12 
N Widow Berty = 6 eva oee- mr 36s al ee = ms = 12 


allowed 17 men 


of the common tenor — dated January 12, 1773 
besides himself. 


Boston Ss: At a.Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 13, 1773. 
Present, Mess‘. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

M*. Hartley Reports, that Nailer Hatch the Master of Deacon 
Davis Vessel, is now well of the Small Pox, and been so thor- 
oughly smoked and cleansed, that he may leave the Island without 
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danger to the Inhabitants — whereupon Voted, that the following 
Letter be sent M’. Hartley. 


Sir 

You having Reported that Cap‘. Nailer Hatch is quite recov- 
ered of the Small Pox and has been so well smoked and cleansed 
that he may leave the Island with safety —Our Orders are that 
you continue to cleanse the said Hatch till the 23°. of this Month 
when you may permit him to leave the Island with a fresh suit of 
Clothes you having been first satisfied for the charge he has oc- 
casioned 

By order of the Selectmen 
WitiiAmM Cooper Town Clerk. 


[236.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen Jan’. 15. 
1773. Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

Elijah Luce Master of Schooner Elizabeth from Baltimor in 
Maryland attended & informed that he left that place Christmas 
Day; his People all well & the Vessel loaded with Flour & Iron 
whereupon the following was sent his Excellency 


May it please your Excellency 
The Schooner Elizabeth Elijah Luce master from Baltimore in 
Maryland, having been stopt at Castle William on account of the 
Small Pox, we have examined into the Circumstances of said 
Vessel, and are of opinion she may be permitted to come up to 
town with safety to the Inhabitants if your Excellency thinks fit. 
We are 
Your Excellencys 
Most obedient 
Humble Servants 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
TimotHy NEWELL 
THomas MarsHALyi 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
Selectmen of Boston. 
His Excellency Thomas Hutchinson Esq. 
Boston January 15, 1773. 


Boston, Ss. At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 20, 1773 
~A.M. Present 
M’. John Savage Owner of the Schooner Polly Jonathan 
Greely master, from Philadelphia attended & acquaints the Se- 
lectmen that said Vessel has been stopt at the Castle on acco’. of 
the Small Pox being in Philadelphia, that the People are all well 
on board, & the lading consisting wholly of Flour & Iron — 
whereupon the following was sent his Excellency the Governor. 


[23%.] May it please your Excellency 
The Schooner Polly Jonathan Greely master from Philadelphia, 
having been stopt at Castle William on Account of the Small 
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Pox — We have examined into the circumstances of said Vessel, 
and are of Opinion she may be permitted to come up to Town with 
safety to the Inhabitants if your Excellency thinks fit. 
We are 
Your Excellency’s 
Most Obedient 
Humble Servants 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
TimotHy NEWELL 
'Toomas MarsHatu 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
Selectmen of Boston 
Boston January 20. 1773. 
His Excellency Thomas Hutchinson Esq. 


Boston Ss. At a Meeting of the Selectmen, January 20, 
1773. P.M. Present, Mess*. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

M’. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse to 
be supported at the public charge one Henry Reynolds a Stranger 
& not an Inhabitant of any Town in the Province, who has froze 
his Fingers & has not wherewithall to support himself — Order 
signed by two of the Selectmen. Viz‘. John Scollay Esq. & M’. 
Timothy Newell & M’. William Greenleaff an Overseer. 

Mr. Samuel Holbrick apply’d for a stove for the South writing 
School, & Coll’. Marshall & M’. Wendell were appointed a Comittee 
to provide one. 

M". Hews, Master of Engine N°. apply’d to [238.] the 
Selectmen for the Premium allowed by the Town for bringing their 
Engine to work first upon the Fire which broke out at M*. Winter 


Calfs Bark House drawn for. 
Voted, that M'™. Shubael Hines have a draft for said Premium 
next Draft Day. drawn for. 


Voted by the Selectmen that the Bonds that are due on Account 
of Brookers Donation should be turn’d into Real Security as soon 
as possible. 

M". Austin & Wendell a Committee for the above purpose and 
to direct the Town Clerk as to the manner of stating all Accounts 
& entring the same in a Book to be provided for that particular 
purpose. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, January 23°%., 1773. 
Present, Mess*. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

His Excellency the Governor handed to the Selectmen a Letter he 
had received from A. Leslie an Officer at Castle William inform- 
ing his Excellency, that a Schooner from Maryland had passed 
the Island & would not stop upon any account. whereupon 

Josiah Gorham the Master of said Schooner William & the 
Owners of the Vessel were sent for, when the Captain declared 
that he did not understand what was said to him by the officer on 
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duty, it being a thick heavy Snow Storm, that if he had heard it, 
he should have immediately brought too his Schooner — the fol- 
lowing Letter was then sent his Excelleney. 


May it please your Excellency 
In consequence of your Excellencys information, we immedi- 
atelv sent for Cap‘. Gorham master of the Schooner William 
together with his Owners, & upon a strict examination, it appears 
to us that the Captain did not hear the Orders of the Officer on 
duty at the Castle by means of a heavy Snow Storm, & that if 
he had heard them he [239.] Would as he declares immediately 
have obeyed them — We have therefore directed the Captain to 
wait upon your Excellency in order to satisfy you as to the truth 
of his declaration and shall defer the prosecution untill we hear 
further from your Excellency 
We are 
Your Excellencys 
Most obedient 
Humble Servants 
JOHN SCOLLAY, 
TimotoHy NEWELL, 
THomas MARSHALL, 
SAMUEL AUSTIN. 
His Excellency Thomas Hutchinson Esq. 
Boston January 15. 1773. 


Boston. Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, January 27, 1773. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

Passed upon Gibbins Bouve’s Province Account amounting to 
£. 9- 2/— as p. Copy on file. 

Passed upon John Burroughs, Province Account amounting 
as by Copy on file to £. 2- 15-8 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 7/ p. 
Bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood which is computed as follows Viz*. 


Ib. oz. dr. 
A Loaf of brown Bread + Wheat ? Rye meal must 
weigh - - -----+--------+-----+---- Dees 
a 4°. ditto not abo. } Indian Meal must weigh - - - - 3- 8 
a Bisket of a Copper price - - - - ------------ 4— 2 


Ordered by the Selectmen that Cap’. Sloans (?) Engine N°. 10- 
be named the Hancock ENGINE. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 3°. 1773. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

M’. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed to 
receive into the Almshouse to be supported at the Province 
(240.] A Child of one Mackay a Soldiers Widow, she being a 
Stranger and not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province, nor 
having wherewithall to support herself. the Childs name is 
Thomas Mackay. 
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Order signed by two Selectmen — viz'. Deacon Newell & M*. 
Wendell & William Greenleaff an Overseer. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen February 8 1773. 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

Cap‘. Nathaniel Bosworth of Schooner Dolphin, attended, and 
Reports, that he left Baltimore in Maryland, the 11' of January last, 
that the People on board are all well, and his loading consists 
wholly of Flour and Iron, said Vessel being stopt at Castle William 
on accot. of the Small Pox, the following was sent the Governor. 


May it please your Excellency 
The Schooner Dolphin Cap*. Nathaniel Bosworth from Balti- 
more in Maryland, having been stopt at Castle William on ac- 
count of the Small Pox ; we have examined into the Circumstances ~ 
of said Vessel and are of Opinion she may be permitted to come 
up to Town with safety to the Inhabitants if your Excellency 
thinks fit. | 
We are 
Your Excellencys 
Most Obedient 
Humble Servants 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
Timothy NEWELL. 
THomAas MARSHALL. 
Sam". AUSTIN 
Selectmen of Boston 
Boston Feby. 8. 1773 
His Excellency Thomas Hutchinson Esq. 


Cap‘. Thomas Groce Master of Sloop Grampus, from Baltimore 
being stopt at Castle William on Account of the Small Pox, in 
that place attended, and Reports, that he left Maryland the 15 of 
January; and his People all well; that his lading consists of 
Flour and Iron. 

Whereupon a Letter of the above tenor was sent his Excellency 
the Governor. 


[241.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen February 
10, 1773 A.M. Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, 
Austin. 

Joshua Paine Master of the Schooner Hannah, stopt at Castle 
William on account of the Small Pox being at Baltimore in 
Maryland, attended, & Reports — That he left that place about 
thirteen Days since; his loading consisting of Flour and Iron, 
& that his People are all well on board — whereupon Voted, that 
the following Letter be sent His Excellency. 


May it please your Excellency 

The Schooner Hannah Joshua Paine Master from Baltimore in 
Maryland, having been stopt at Castle William on account of the 
Small Pox; we have examined into the Circumstances of said 
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Vessel and are of Opinion she may be permitted to come up to 
Town with safety to the Inhabitants if your Excellency thinks fit. 
We are 
Your Excellencys 
Most Obedient 
Humble Servants 

JOHN SCOLLAY 
Timotuy NEWELL 
THomas MArsHALL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 


Selectmen of Boston 
Boston Feb’. 10. 1773 
His Excellency Thomas Hutchinson Esq. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 10, 1773, 
P.M. Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

Gave M’. Samuel Whitwell an Order to deliver one Margaret 
Peckin a poor Stranger on the Province Account Six feet of 
W ood. 

Mr’. Jenkins Master of Engine N. 3. presented, William Minzie 
& Joseph Clark as Engine men in the room of William [242. | 
Page and John Adams, who decline serving upon account of 
their age — 

Voted, that they be accepted accordingly. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Feb’. 11., 1773. 
Present, Mess. Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

M’. Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at. Rainsfords Island Re- 
ported, that Benjamin Sprague & Thomas Davis, who had the 
Small Pox, at the Island, are quite well, so thoroughly smoked & 
cleansed that they may leave the Island with safety to the Inhabi- 
tants — whereupon the following Letter was given M"*. Hartley. 


Boston Feb’. 11. 1773. 
M*. Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that Béajaihih Sprague & Thomas 
Davis who have had the Small Pox at your Island are now well 
recovered and so thoroughly cleansed as that they may leave the 
Island with safety — Our Orders are that you permit said Persons 
to leave the Hospital as soon as they have a fresh suit of Clothes 
sent them, and shall satisfy you for the charge they have oc- 
casioned while at the Island. 
By order of the Selectmen 
Witiiam Cooper Town Clerk. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 13, 1778. 
Present, mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

The Butchers who hire Stalls in Faneuil Hall Market were 
ordered to attend — 

M*. John Robinson gave a Note of hand for what was due on 
Acco'. of the Stalls, Bryan formerly umproved, & signed a new 
Lease for 7 Stalls dated 1’. Jan’. last at 5-16-3 p. Quarter. 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen &°. 


[243.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 15, 
1773. Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

The Overseers and Justices made Report of the State of the 
Town, with respect to their several Wards as by the Papers on 
File. 

Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 17. 1773. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

M*. Robert Hallowell applys to the Selectmen for liberty to 
erect a Fence before his late Fathers Mansion House, Liberty was 
accordingly granted, provided, the Fence be taken down again, 
when the Selectmen shall apprehend it inconvenient to the Inhab- 
-itants. 

Deacon Newell appointed to settle M'. Thomas Russells Ac- 
count. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 22%, 1773. 
Preseut, Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

The Selectmen, taking into consideration who was a proper 
Person to fill up the place of M". Thomas Williston, who for a 
number of years had attended them on the Towns Business ; 
Agreed to give the Offer of the office to M'. William Barrett 
Sexton of D*. Coopers Church. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 23°. 1773. 
Present, mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. . 
Complaint was made by a number of Inhabitants, of the be- 
havior of one Bill Son of the Blind Man of this Name, which was 
such as made them apprehensive of mischief being done them & 
the ‘Town by his means —The Selectmen thereupon apply’d to M’. 
Justice Quincey, and some of the Inhabitants having entred a 
Complaint with him in Writing, he was proceeded with as a 

vagrant, and is now under M'*. Lazinbys care. 


[244.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen February 
24, 1773. Present, mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

Mess. Whitwell & Greenleaff, two of the Overseers apply’d to 
the Selectmen for the removal of Peggy Reed Alias be- 
longing to Piscataqua, and one Lucy a negro Woman who came 
from Newbury. 

Deacon Newell has received of the Administrator of Onesiph- 
orus Tileston Esq. Sixty pounds being principal and three pounds 
two shilling Interest in all £.63-— 2/ lawful Money, being part of 
Brookers Donation and the Bond was delivered up. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 7/ p. 
bushel, and that 6°. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows — 


Viz". 
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Ib." “OZ. dr, 
A Loaf of Brown Bread # Wheat 4 Rye meal 
must weigh 2—- 8- 
a 4°, Ditto not above 4 Indian Meal must 
WOLD Pa a ee) ee a ie 3- 8- 
Bisket of a Copper price - - - - - - - 4—- 2 


Boston Feb’. 25. 1773. 
M’. Daniel Davis 

Sir, Your Son has doubtless acquainted you that he has lately 
passed through the Small Pox at the Province Hospital at Rains- 
fords Island where he experienced the greatest care and assistance 
during the course of his illness; The charge of the same amounts 
as by an Account of particulars hereunder to £. 15. We have 
applyed to him by M’. Hartley the Keeper of the Hospital, for a 
reimbursement, but he declines it, giving as a reason his inability 
to do it. We thought it proper to acquaint you therewith, and to 
desire you to inform us whether you will discharge the Account 
for your Son, whichif you should decline a demand will be made 
on your Town as the Province Law directs, which from what we 
hear of your Abilities and Family, we would hope you may pre- 
vent 

By Order of the Selectmen 
Witi1amM Cooper Town Clerk. 

P.S. The Account of Particulars will be ready at present it is. 
mislaid. 

[245.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 24. 
1773. Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

Voted that agreeable to a Vote of the Town at May Meeting, 
the Town Clerk be directed to issue a Warrant for a Town Meet- 
ing on March 5. to receive the Committees Report, who were 
directed to provide an Orator to pronounce an Oration in com- 
memoration of the late horrid Massacre the 5. of March 1770. 

Mess. Fleets are to have the printing of the Notifications for the 
Town meeting. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen March 3°. 1773 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Marshall, Austin. 

M’. Bradfords informs that he has let a House at the South end 
unto one William Plympton from the Town of Sturbridge. 

M"*. Norcrost master of Engine N. 6. presents, John Jackson 
and John Hall as proper Persons for the Engine Company. 

M*. Vaux applys to be admitted as one of the Grave 
Diggers 

M’. Barrass Wife of one Barrass from N. York, a Province 
Poor applys to the Selectmen for Relief, being near her time hay- 
ing one Child, and her Husband absconded. Mv’. William White 
an Overseer was directed to supply her at the Province Charge. 

Town Clerk directed to issue his Warrant for March Meeting 
the 8. of March Ins‘. 

Voted, that Deacon Newell & MT’. Scollay be a Comm®. to, 
desire the Rev’. M’. Pemberton to open the Meeting with 
Prayer. 
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Cap’. Curtis of Engine N°. 8. presents William Corbet as an 
Engine Man in the room of John Lovering out of health who was 
accepted. 

Voted, that M*. Thomas have the printing of the Notification 
for Town Meeting. 


[246.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, March 
10 1773. Present. Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin. 

M'. Eyres, Greanleaff & M*. Josiah Collins, apply’d to be Con- 
stables of the Watch at New Boston. 

The Selectmen having heard Cap‘. Waters and M’. Adjutant 
Dows relative to the Hall, it was determined that they should each 
have the Hall two Nights, in a Month. the Adjutant to have the 
first Monday Night. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 17. 1773. 
A.M. Present, Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin. 

The Schooner Drake, Cap‘. Groce from Maryland being 
stopt at Castle William on account of the Small Pox, the master 
Reports that his Lading consists wholly of Corn and . and 
that he has no thing liable to infection on board, whereupon, 
Voted, that he may be permitted to come up to Town & that the 
following be sent his Excellency. 


May it please your Excellency 
The Schooner Drake Cap*. Groce from Maryland having 
been stopt at Castle William on account of the Small Pox, we 
have examined into the circumstances of said Vessel and are of 
Opinion she may be permitted to come up to Town with safety to 
the Inhabitants if your Excellency thinks fit. 
We are 
Your Excellencys 
Most Obedient 
Humble Servants 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
JoHN Hancock 
Timotay NEWELL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 


Boston March 17 1773. 
His Excellency Thomas Hutchinson Esq. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 17. 1775. 
P. M. Present, Mess*. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin, Mar- 
shall, Pitts. 

Upon application, M’. Adjutant Daws was permitted to make 
use of the Hall for the exercising the Sergeants of the Regiment, 
the two last [24'7.] Thursday Evenings in a Month. 

M". Sprague this Day delivered up the Key of the Shop he 
Rented, situated near the Consert house. 

The Shop was Rented to M*. Daniel Parks for Three 3 pounds 
six Shillings & 87. p. annum and the Town Clerk is directed to 
draw a proper Writing for him to sign. 
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M’. Greanleaff Constable was directed to purchase a Staff of 
M’. Salmons Widow which he supposed might be sold for about 
8/ and to bring in a Bill for the same, when purchased. 

Mess’. Minot, & Oliver & Joseph Vose apply to hire Deer 
Island of the Town. 

Peter Meloy a sick Stranger was sent to the Almshouse to be 
supported at the Province charge, he having nothing to support 
himself. Order on M’. Farmer the Keeper of the Almshouse was 
signed by M". Scollay & Coll®. Hancock two of the Selectmen & 
M". William Greenleaff an Overseer. 

Mr’. Paul Farmer was directed to permit M'. John Pierce to go 
out of the House Days in order to find an employ for the support 
of himself and Family, he being now recovered from his disorder. 

Passed upon two of M*, Paul Farmers Province Accounts 
amounting to £. 550- 15-3 1/4 and £. 42-6. 6. as p. Copys on file. 

Cap‘. Gibbins Sharp Master of Engine N°. 2. apply’d to the 
Selectmen for the Premium allowed by the Town for bringing 
their Engine to work first on the Fire which broke out at M’. 
Lorings House in Middle Street, a few Weeks ago, which was 
granted — drawn for. 

The Selectmen haviuig inquired into the Circumstances of the 
Small Pox in Maryland and Philadelphia, and finding there was 
no oceasion to continue the prohibition — the following was sent 
the Governor. 


May it please your Excellency 
Having enquired into the Circumstances of the Small Pox in 
Maryland & Philadelphia, were of [248.] Opinion there will 
‘be no further occasion to stop Vessels at the Castle which may be 
coming from those Places, and that the Prohibition may be now 
taken off if your Excellency thinks proper. 
We are 
Your Excellencys 
Most Obedient 
Humble Servants 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
JoHNn Hancock 
Tim?. NEWELL 
THomas MARSHALL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
Joun Pirrs 
Selectmen of Boston 
Boston, March 17, 1773 
His Excellency Thomas Hutchinson Esq. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen March 24, 1773 
Present Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin, Pitts. 

Mr. Pratt applys to the Selectmen for the Widow of Mr’. Sam. 
Pratt, that she may have Deer Island for some time. 

Mr’. Paul Farmer was desired to discharge from the Almshouse 
one Patrick M*Clouglin a Province Poor. 

The Selectmen having received a Complaint from several Per- 
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sons that a Comic Satirick Lecture called the Times was to be per- 
formed at Concert Hall — the Clerk was directed to apply to M’. 
Turner & acquaint him that it would be very disagreeable to the 
Inhabitants as well as contrary to Law, and that the Selectmen 
give him this notice to prevent a prosecution which would be the 
consequence of such a procedure. 

Cap‘. Curtis informed that he had taken into a House of his as 
a Tenant, M’. Martin from Lynn. 

M*. William Sutton, master of Engine N°. 7 applys to the Se- 
lectmen for the Premium allowed by the Town for playing first 
with their Engine at the Fire which lately broke out at the Court 
House — not granted to him. 

Voted, that he have a draft next draft Day. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, March 31, 1773. 
Present Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

[249]. Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 
7 p. bushel and 6%. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows — 
Viz". 


Ib Oz eare 
A Loaf of Brown Bread 3? Wheat 4 Rye meal must 
weigh 2-8- 
A 4%, Ditto not above 4 Indian meal must weigh 3-8- 
Bisket of a Copper price --------------- 4—2— 


Coll®. Marshall appointed to lay some Sea Gravel on Essex Street. 

Mr. Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed to permit 
one Thomas Eaton a Poor Stranger, to leave the Almshouse in 
order to his returning back to Maryland 

Order signed by M’. Scollay and M’. Newell. 

M'. Carter having made application to the Selectmen for being 
admitted one of the Grave Diggers, in the room of M’. Thomas 
Williston deceased ; he was accordingly approved of; as the Sex- 
tons of the Old Church had been Grave Diggers for a long course 
' of years. : 

Cap‘. Shubael Hews of Engine N°. 5 applys for the Premium 
allowed by the Town for bringing their Engine to work first at the 
Fire which broke out at the Court House and Custom house — 
which were granted him. drawn for. 

The Selectmen have agreed to view the Land Leased to Bracket 
& others, on Fryday next, and at the same time to view the Forti- 
fication, which has been damaged in the late Storm. 

Gave Uriah Norcrost Orders as an Engine master. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen at M*. Wendells 
House he being confined at home by indisposition, Present Mess": 
Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

The Great and General Court having at their last Session 
passed an Act to regulate the Sale of Goods at Public Vendue 
and to limit the Number of Auchtioners, by which Act the Select- 
men of each Town or a major part of them ata meeting [250] 
called for that purpose are impowered from time to time by writ- 
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ing under their hands to License some suitable Person or Persons 
for that purpose, not exceeding the number of four in any Town 
within this Province, nor for any term of time exceeding one year 
from the Day of granting such License — And whereas said Act 
is to commence and be in force from and after the 31/ of March 
Instant; the Selectmen have this Day taken the Subject matter of 
said Act into Consideration, and after mature deliberation thereon, 
Agreed, that Four Persons should now be chose by a written Vote 
for this Town, and the Votes being accordingly given in and 
sorted, it appeared that Deacon Benjamin Church, M’. Joseph 
Russel, Cap’. Andrew Oliver and M’. William Greenleaf, were 
chosen Vendue Masters for the Year ensuing. 

The above named Persons were then sent for, and attending ac- 
cordingly were informed by the Selectmen that they were chose 
into the Office of Vendue Master for the Town of Boston for the 
term of one year, under the limitations and restrictions of the 
aforementioned Act; and that it was the desire of the Trade of 
the Town that they should confine themselves to the selling of 
Goods, at Vendue only; whereupon they voluntarily agreed and 
declared to the Selectmen that they would not sell any British or 
European Goods at private Sale, but at Auction or public Vendue 
only, during their continuance in the Office of Auchtioners to 
which they had been chosen. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 1, 1773. A.M. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin, Pitts. 

It was ordered that the Town Clerk deliver the [251] Follow- 
ing License to Deacon Benjamin Church, and others, of the same 
tenor to the rest of the Auchtioneers — viz". 

Joseph Russell, William Greenleaff & Andrew Oliver. 


Boston March 27. 1773 — 
M’. Benjamin Church 
Sir, Agreeable to the power and authority vested in us the Sub- 
scribers by an Act of the Great and General Court passed at their - 
late Session for the regulating the Sale of Goods at public Ven- 
due; We have appointed you one of the Four Auchtioneers for the 
Town of Boston and do hereby grant you full License to sell at 
Public Vendue, Auchtion or Out-cry in said Town, any Goods, 
Wares or merchandize whatsoever under the restrictions and limi- 
tations of said Act; for the term of one year and no longer; said 
term to commence from the thirty first of March Instant; not 
doubting but that you will in every respect conduct in this Business 
agreeable to Law, and as the Duty of your Office shall require — 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
JoHN Hancock 
TimotHy NEWELL 
THomas MarsHALL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
OLIVER WENDELL 
Joun Pitts ‘ 
Selectmen of Boston 
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Boston Ss. Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, April 1, —1773. 
P.M. Present, Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin, Pitts, 
Marshall 

Coll®. Hancock, Mt. Wendell, & M’. Pitts, a Comm”. to see the 
Bank repaired in the Common and any other things done they may 
think proper. 

Voted, that the New Boston Bell be rung at 11. 1. & 9 OClock. 

[252.] The Selectmen took into consideration, the Vote of 
the Town for appointing a New Watch at West Boston, when M’. 
Townsend was appointed Constable of the Watch at New Boston 
— & Edward Saunders was appointed Constable of the North 
Watch in the room of M’'. Townsend removed. 


Boston Ss. At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 5, 1773. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Pitts 

There having been several Warehouses broke open and Goods 
taken out by some evil minded Persons who also attempted to set 
fire to those Stores, the following directions were given the Dock 
Constable of the Watch, Viz*. 

Boston April 5. 1773. 
M". Edward Ireland 

There having been of late several Roberies committed and 
Houses broken open in the Night, accompanied with other alarm- 
ing Circumstances, it is therefore our Orders that you this Night 
(and for every Night untill you have orders to omit it) set two of 
your best Men alternately to Patrol allthe Night among the Ware- 
houses of the Town Dock in order to detect such Villanies — 

In the Name & behalf of the Selectmen 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
&e. 


Orders of much the same tenor was also given M*. Burdick 
another Constable of the Watch. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 7., 1773. 
Present, Mess‘. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Pitts. 

M’. Foster and Capen two Persons of the Sect called Sande- 
manians attended and acquainted the Selectmen that they had 
lately lost their House of Worship by Fire —.and therefore pray- 
ing that they might have the use of the North Lattin School upon 
Sabbaths — Liberty was accordingly granted, that for the present 
they might have the use of said School on the Sabbaths, untill 
they could provide themselves with another Place of Worship 
— they paying all damages the School may receive by their use of 
it which they agreed to. 

[253.] M'*. Franklyn master of Engine N°. 9. attended & 
proposed Archibald Rainey, for his Engine Company in the room 
of John Melledge who has resigned — he was accordingly approved 
of. 

The Selectmen Reconsidered their Vote respecting a Constable 
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of the New Boston Watch; and appointed M’. John Torry Con- 
stable, he to have three men under him — the following short direc- 
tions were given him. 


Boston April 6. 1773. 
M’. Jobn Torry. 

The Selectmen having appointed you Constable of the Watch at 
New Boston, Our directions are that you Patrole all the West part 
of the Town as far as Soutwicks Court where M’. Pitts lives from 
thence down Sudbury Street and through the Street round by the 
Distill houses and so through all the West part of the Town — 
you will soon have Orders more full. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
WILLIAM CooPER 
Town Clerk. 


Passed upon the Towns Account with the Province for the 
charge of Boarding Nursing &°. Persons with the Small Pox also 
including several Articles for the Province Boat amounting to 
£. 147— 4- 7— as p. Copy on file. 

The Selectmen received the following Warrant from the Judge 
of Probate &°. 


Suffolk Ss: Foster Hutchinson Esq. Judge of Probate &e. 

To the Selectmen of Boston 
Greeting — 

You are hereby desired & impowered to examine into the con- 
dition and circumstances of Elder William Parkman an Inhabitant 
of Boston represented to me by his Friends to be a Non Compos 
Person, and you are to Report to me whether you are of Opin- 
ion that he is an Idiot Lunatick or Non Compos Person or is capa- 
ble of taking care of his Estate. 

Given under my hand & seal of Office this 19’. Day of March 
1773. 


F. Hutcuinson 
[254.] The following Return was made on the Warrant. 


Boston April 7. 1773. 
In pursuance of the above Warrant we have visited Elder 
William Parkman, and inquired into his Circumstances and state 
of Mind and do Report That in our Opinion he is through Age and 
Infirmity so broken in Mind as renders him incapable of taking 
care of his Estate. 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
JoHN Hancock 
TimotHy NEWELL 
THomas MarsHaLi 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
Joun Pirrs 
Selectmen of Boston 
To the Hon’. Foster Hutchinson Esq. 
Judge of Probate. 


SELECTMEN’S MInuTES, 1773. i Reis: 


Major Paddock apply’d to the Selectmen for Liberty to make a 
Scuttle through the Roof of the Gun House in order to have a 
Platform to exhibit Fire works. 

Liberty was accordingly granted. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 14, 1773. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

The Selectmen have agreed to have a Meeting with the Justices 
next Thursday Seven night being 22°. Ins‘. 8. OClock. P.M. 

Passed upon John Hutchinsons Province Account amounting as 
p- Copy on file to £. 2- 8- 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 17. 1773. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

Information having been given the Selectmen that the Briggan- 
dine Cap’. Hozea which arrived here this Evening from 
Liverpool has had the Small Pox on board, notwithstanding which 
the Cap‘. has delivered a number of Letters, and suffered his Peo- 
ple & Passingers to leave the Vessel, without giving any notice to 
the Selectmen. 

[255.] M*. Barret was directed to find him and require his 
attendance but he not being to be found, the following Letter was 
given M*. Hartley, the Selectmen having first Voted that the 
Brigg”. should be sent down to the Island immediately. 


Boston April 17. 1778 
M*. Samuel Hartley — 

The Brigg”. Cap’. Hosea from Liverpool who arrived 
this Evening having had the Small Pox on board since she left 
that City. We have ordered the Vessel to Rainsfords Island im- 
mediately when you must examine into the Circumstances and 
Report the same as soon as you are able. We depend upon your 
taking proper care that no one leaves the Vessel or goes on board 
untill you have our permission. 

By Order of the Selectmen — 
Witi1am Coorer Town Clerk 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 21. 1773. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

M*. Benjamin Gray applys for his Bond to be given up for 1773 
The Clerk was directed to deliver up the same. 

M*. Benjamin Henderson applys for the delivery of his Bond 
for 1771. The Clerk was directed to deliver up the same. 

Patrick Kelly apply’d to the Selectmen for their reeommenda- 
tion to the Sessions that he may be appointed a Measure of Coal 
and Salt — and he was recommended accordingly. 

Robert Williams applys to the Selectmen for liberty to set up 
Posts before his House — Liberty is accordingly granted provided 
it be done to the approbation of the Selectmen, and Coll’. Mar- 
shall is appointed to view the Ground & give directions. 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 24. 1775. 
Present Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Pitts. 

M*. George Bethune Owner of Briggandine Sea Nymph, Cap’. 
M°.Ewen master from Liverpool attended and informs that said 
Vessel left Liverpool about 40 Days ago and that some of the Sea- 
men — [256.] Having the Small Pox, the Vessel had stopt at 
Rainsfords Island 

Boston April 24. 1773. 
M’. Samuel Hartley 

The Brigg”. Sea Nymph Cap‘. M*.Ewen from Liverpool, being 
stopt at Rainsfords Island upon account of the Small Pox being on 
board her. Our Orders are that such Persons as have the Distem- 
per, be removed to the Hospital as soon as it may be done with 
safety — those Persons who expect to be taken with it must be put 
intv the Well-house. You must not suffer any one to leave the Ves- 
sel or Island without our permission, nor allow any one to go on 
board without our liberty. You must take care in smoking & 
cleansing the Clothes &*. of the Passengers & others. and Report 
to us the true state of the Vessel, and the people on board who 
have had the Small Pox, are now under it, or expect to have the 
Distemper, and in everything behave with the utmost care and 
caution, and when we hear from you we shall give you further 
Orders. 

JOHN SCOLLAY 
Timorny NEWELL 
Tuomas MARSHALL 
Joun Pitts 

Selectmen of Boston 

P.S. You must have the advice of the Doctor as to removing 
the sick. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 27. 1773. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

M’*. Samuel Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rainsfords Island 
attended & Reports —That three Persons in Cap’. M°.Ewens Brigg. 
have the Small Pox, one of them near well; that that were re- 
moved to the Hospital on Yesterday, and that there were no others 
liable to take the Distemper — that there was 6. Hampers of 
Delph Ware between Decks beside Cables and Water Casks, 
that he had proceeded in smoking and cleansing the Vessel and 
has brought the Bedding and Clothing on Shore for airing and 
-cleansing. That Capt. Hoseas Vessel was so well cleansed and 
smoked, as that she might be suffered to depart the Island with- 
out danger to the Inhabitants — whereupon the following Orders 
were given M'. Hartley; and Petition to the Governor. 


Boston April 27. 1773. 
M’. Samuel Hartley 
‘You having Reported to us that you had [257.] Smoked and 
cleansed the Briggn. Aurora Cap‘. Hozea’s Vessel so well as that 
she may be permitted to come up to Town without danger to the 
Inhabitants, you have our permit therefore, provided you are 


Oe 
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satisfied for your charge and trouble. We expect you continue 
smoking and cleansing Cap’. M°.Ewens Vessel, and also the Bed- 
ding and Goods, you have received on shore — when any spare 
Clothes are smoked you must put them where they will be out of 
danger of Infection, that they may serve for the Passengers to 
come up in when you shall have our permit; We expect you con- 
tinue your caution and endeavors to free the Vessel and every 
thing from Infection, and Report to us your proceedures, when 
you will have our further Directions. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Wiriram Cooper Town Clerk 


May it please your Excellency 
The Briggandine Aurora Cap‘. Hozea from Liverpool having 
been stopt at Rainsfords Island on account of the Small Pox; 
we have examined into the circumstances of said Vessel, and are 
of opinion she may be permitted to come up to Town with safety 
to the Inhabitants, if your Excellency thinks proper. 
We are 
Your Excellencys 
Most obedient 
Humble Servants 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
Timotay NEWELL 
THom®. MArsHALL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
Selectmen of Boston 
Boston April 27. 1773. 
His Excellency ‘Thomas Hutchinson Esq. 


Boston Ss At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 28, 1773. — 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Pitts. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/6 p. 
Bushel & 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their charges 
Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows — Viz*. 


Ib. oz. dr. 

[258.] A loaf of Brown Bread 3/4 Wheat 1/4 
Rye meal must weigh - ---------------- Cova Cares 
a 4%, Ditto not above 1/2 Indian meal must weigh Ce he at 


Bisket of a Copper price ---------------- 


The Committee of Council apply’d for the use of Faneuil Hall 
to dine the Governor and Council on Election Day which was 
accordingly granted. 

Boston April 28. 1773 
M'. Samuel Hartley 

Our Orders to you are that you continue smoking Cap‘. M°. wens 
Vessel every Day, and when you had taken the Spare Sails and 
Hampers and every thing liable to Infection that was between 
Decks on shore, where they are to be kept as well as the mens 
clothes and Bedding and what else may be in the Cabbin liable 
to retain infection — the Vessel may then be permitted to leave 
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the Island on Satturday those things mentioned before being left 
behind, but it will be best to come up with the Vessel on Satturday 
Night. You must observe that the People who come up in the 
Vessel have Clothes that have been well aired and cleansed — we 
depend upon your utmost care in every respect to prevent the 
Small Pox being communicated 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Wirtiram Cooper Town Clerk 

P.S. You may permit Cap’. Dickey to take the Passengers & 

their Chests on board hin. 


The Selectmen agreed with James How, Baker & Daniel Saun- 
ders, meal man — both of Roxbury, for all the Lands & Buildings 
that M’. Thomas Bracket & others hired on the South side of the 
Neck, at the same rate & conditions, for one year — and the Town 
Clerk is directed to draw the Leases accordingly — to commence 
the 25 of March last. 

The Town Clerk is directed to draw upon the Town Treasurer 
to pay Jonathan Payson Esq. a late Collector his proportion of the 
Premium — for the year 1766. being £. 89. 16. 3. agreeable to a 
Vote of the Town. March 10. 1772 drawn for. 

[259.] Cap‘. Waters attended, and desired the use of the 
Hall for his Company every Monday Evening, as Cap‘. Waters 
informs that M’. Adjutant Daws & the Sergeants have done with it. 


Boston. Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 29. 1773. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 


May it please your Excellency 
The Briggandine Sea Nymph Capt. M* Ewen from Liverpool 
having been stopt at Rainsfords Island on Account of the Small 
Pox; we have examined into the circumstances of said Vessel, 
and are of opinion she has been so well cleansed as that she may 
be permitted to leave the Island with safety to the Inhabitants, 
Satturday next, if your Excellency thinks proper. 
We are 
Your Excellencys 
Most obedient 
Humble Serv*. — 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
TimotHy NEWELL 
Tuomas MarsHALi 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
Joun Pitts 
Selectmen of Boston 
Boston April 29', 1773 
His Excellency Thomas Hutchinson Esq. 


The Selectmen having received a Precept for the calling a Meet- 
ing for the choice of Representatives, have Agreed to hold a 
Meeting of the Town on Wednesday the 15' Day of May next, 
and that the Town Clerk issue his Warrants accordingly. 


~l 
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Coll®. Marshall & M*. Austin a Committee to desire the Rev‘. 
M’. Mather to open the Town Meeting with Prayer. 

Voted, that Joseph Greenleatf Esq. have the printing of the 
Notifications, for the Town Meeting. 


[260.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, April 30 
1773. Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Austin, Pitts. 

The Selectmen having had application made them by the Bakers 
for an alteration of the Assize, from what it was fixt at two Days 
ago. It was agreed to & 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/8 p. 
bushel and Six Pence p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows — 
Waly" 


OZ ake 
A 4°, Loaf of Brown Bread 3/4 Wheat 1/4 Rye Meal 
must weigh 2— 
a 42. Ditto hot above 1/2 Indian Meal must 
weigh - - - aT imam Cadets Sdlines) SSB eae es 
Bisket of a Gopper nriee - - - - - = = = 4-5 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen May 12%, 1773. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

M*. Ruggles directed to Shingle M’. Procters School House in 
Queen Street. 

Deacon Newell has lent p. order of the Selectmen to Cap. 
Thomas Cartwright of Boston, Sixty pounds lawful money, for 
which a deed of Mortgage has been taken as security, which to- 
gether with a Bond is upon the File of Brookers Papers, the said 
money being part of said Bookers Donation. 

this was the £. 60. which was p*. by Onesiphorous Tilestons 
Heirs for said Tilestons Bond. 

M’*. William Miller applys for liberty to place Posts before his 
House in Kilby Street, Liberty was granted, provided the ground 
& Pavement is made good to the satisfaction of the Selectmen — 
Coll’. Marshall appointed to direct in the placing &°. 

The Selectmen have Agreed with M*. William Miller to remove 
the ‘Timber on the Neck which encumbers the same under the 
direction of Coll°®. Marshall. 

Cap’. Ballard of Engine N°. 1. presents John Richards, as an 
Engineman in the room of John Brown who declines serving. 


(261. ] Boston, May 12, 1773 
M*. Daniel Davis 

Sir, Not having heard from you since the Letters sent you of 
February 1773, we appreheud it may have miscarried, as Joseph 
Otis Esq. to whom we have mentioned the affair gives you the 
character of a Man of Honor. We have therefore sent you a 
Copy of said Letter as above, and if you think differently let us 
know it as we would choose to hear from you before Your Town 
is apply’d to, for your Sons Expence. 

By Order of the Selectmen, 
WitiiAmM Coorer, Town Clerk. 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen May 13". 1773. 
Present, Mess‘. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 


Boston Ss: Ata meeting of the Selectmen May 19,". 1773. 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

John Studson applys for Liberty to Open a Drain in Greens 
Lane Liberty is granted provided he lays down the Pavement 
again to the aprobation of the Selectmen. 

Yesterday John Rowe Esq. waited on the Selectmen & Informed 
them that a Sloop belonging to him Late Commanded by Capt. 
Whitmarsh had Stop’d at Rainsfords Island having had the Small 
Pox on her Passage from Liverpool that the Captain died on the 
passage & that four other Persons have had the distemper — 
but are recovered. Mr’. Hartly being in Town the Selectmen gave 
him orders to take everything from under Deck Smoak & Cleanse 
the Vessell well & then report to the Selectmen that he Suffer no 
Person to Come from the Island nor no Person to go on it with- 
out the Selectmens permission that he brings up w hat Letters are 
on board the Vessell after having Sufficiently Smoak’d them. 

May 13". 

[262.] Whereas it appears to the Selectmen that there is no 
provision made in the Law for the restriction they layd the 
Auctioners under in March last at the Instance of the Trade of 
the Town & as it is probable the General Court at their approach- 
ing Session will take up the Matter they have therefore Voted that 
the Restriction be taken off. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen May 15, 1773. 
Present. 

M'. Samuel Hartley by his Wife attended and Reports that 
Daniel Davis & Benjamin Toby who have been confined at the 
Hospital on Account of the Small Pox are perfectly recovered & 
may leave the Island with safety, and one Seth Storer belonging 
to Saco 

Boston, May 10, 1775. 
M’. Samuel Hartley 

M*. Hartley having Reported to the Selectmen that Daniel 
Davis & Benjamin Toby who came in Cap‘. M*.Ewen have been 
confined at your Island by the Small Pox are perfectly recovered 
from that Distemper & that they may without any danger be per- 
mitted to leave the Island, it is therefore the order of the Select- 
men that you permit them to leave the Island being first sufficiently 
cleansed & a fresh shift of Clothes put on them, provided you are 
satisfied as to the charge you have been at, their Clothes Bedding 
&*, must remain on the Island. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
WirtitrAmM Cooper Town Clerk. 

P.S. Seth Storer belonging to Saco may go home on the same 

condition 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen May 28, 1773. 
Present, Mess”. 


vr. 
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Boston, May 28, 1773. 

Mr’. Samuel Hartley 

You having Reported to the Selectmen that you have sufficiently 
smoked & cleansed the Sloop St. John [263.] Cap‘. Whitmarsh 
late Master and have taken everything out of her liable to retain 
Infection, it is our Orders that you suffer her to leave the Island 
& the People who come in her, provided you are satisfied as to 
their Expence, but not to take their Bedding & Clothes for the 
present, see that they have a fresh shift of Clothes. 


A Petition of the usual tenor was sent the Governor. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen May 29, 1773. 
Present, Mes*. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Pitts. 

Information given of Capt. Hood in the Ship Lydia from Lon- 
don, which place she left 6 Weeks ago & that about six Weeks 
past a Person died of the Small Pox — She is stopt at Rainsfords 
Island & Orders were given Hartley as is usual on such occasions. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen May 31, 1773. 
Present, Mess. Scollay. 

M’. Hartley Reported that Capt. Hoods Vessel has been so well 
smoked and cleansed, that she might be permitted to come up 
with safety — A Letter was accordingly given Mr’. Hartley with 
the necessary directions. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen. June 2%, 1773. 
A.M. Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Pitts. 


M*. Samuel Hartley 

You having Reported to us that you had agreable to our orders 
smoked and cleansed the Ship Lydia & taken out every thing 
from between Decks on shore, and done every other thing neces- 
sary, so that she may be permitted to come up to Town without 
endangering the Inhabitants. It is our Orders that you permit 
her to leave the Island, but you must retain the two men that 
have not had the Distemper, till Saturday Night. 

By Order of the Selectmen. 
WrititiAm Cooper Town Clerk. 


A Certificate of the usual tenor was given Hartley for the 
Governor to permit the Ship to come up. 


[264.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen June 2%. 
1773. P.M. Present, Mess. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at wheat at 6/6 p. 
Bushel and 6° p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their Charges 
Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows Viz". 


Ib.) oz. dry 
A 4%, Loaf of Brown Bread 3/4 Wheat & 1/4 Rye Meal 
must weigh 2— 4— 
A 4*, Ditto not above 1/2 Indian must weigh 3- 0- 


Bisket of a Copper price 4— 6- 
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Voted, that the Town Clerk have a draft for £. 20. Pounds. 

John Stutson applys to the Selectmen for liberty to open a 
Drain before his House in Greens Lane. Liberty was accord- 
ingly granted provided the Ground is made good & the Pavement 
restored to the satisfaction of the Selectmen. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen June 9. 1773 — 
Present, Mess™. Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

M°. Shubael Hewes Master of Engine N°. 5. — having presented 
Daniel Ingersol Jun". as an Engine man for their Company he was 
accordingly accepted. 

The Selectmen recommend John Loring to the Sessions as a 
Measurer of Salt & Coal in the room of James Eyres deceased. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 16, 1773. 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Marshall. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen June 23°. 1773. — 
Present, Mess*. Scollay, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

Upon complaint made by Cap‘. Dalton & m’. Bass that the 
Chimnie of a House in Jolliffs Lane occupied by John Tucker were 
insufficient & dangerous— A Warrant was issued impowering 
Maj’. Daws & Jacob Horner to examine the same & make return. 

[265.] Passed upon John Hutchinsons Province Account 
amounting as by Account on file to £. 2. 8. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, June 25, 1773 — 
Present, Mess‘. Scollay, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

Application was this Day made to the Selectmen by John Bar- 
ret Esq. M’. Samuel Sloan & James Bailey complaining that Cap’. 
Hall has built on an encroachment that he has made on Link Alley 
whereby great destruction is made by the narrowness of the way 
for Carriages &*. and desire that the Selectmen would take some 
legal method that the Lane may be as wide as it has heretofore 
been. 

M*. Wibirt complained that he had bought a Servants time of 
Cap‘. Hemory who appears to be a cripple & therefore desired 
that the Captain may be called upon for the security usually re- 
quired of those who bring in disabled Persons — whereupon Cap‘. 
Whitworth was sent for who confirmed the Account of her being a 
Cripple — Cap’. Hemery attended, and then engaged to take the 
Girl again & carry her with him to Newfoundland. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 27, 1773. 
Present, Mess‘. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Pitts. 

M’. Thomas Amory Owner of the Sloop Molly attended & Re- 
ports, That he has a number of Dutch People two of whom 
Yesterday were observed to have the Small Pox out upon them 
whereupon the following Letters were wrote. 
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Boston, June 27, 1773. 

M’*. Samuel Hartley 

The Sloop Molly Cap‘. Rogers from Philadelphia being ordered 
to Rainsfords Island on account of the Small Pox. Our Orders 
are that you take on shore all the Passengers Bedding & Clothing, 
and then smoke the Vessel, and when you have done. it faithfully 
Report to us the same when you will have our further directions. 
You must keep those who are to have the Smali Pox separate 
from each other. [266.] As some may not have taken the Dis- 
temper 

By Order of the Selectmen 
WittiAM Cooper Town Clerk. 


Boston June 27, 1773 
Cap‘. Rogers 
You being ordered to the Island on Account of the Small Pox 
we have given M’. Hartley directions to receive all the Passengers 
on shore together with the Bedding Clothing &c. when he is to 
smoke the Vessel and then to Report to us his proceedings after 
which he will receive our orders from coming up. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
WitiiaAmM Cooper Town Clerk. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 28! 1773 — 
Present 
The Petition of the following tenor was sent the Governor. 


May it please your Excellency 
The Briggandine Molly Captain Rogers from Philadelphia havy- 
ing been ordered to Rainsfords Island on account of the Small 
Pox ; we have examined into the Circumstances of said Vessel and 
are of Opinion she may be permitted to leave the Island with 
safety to the Inhabitants if your Excellency thinks proper. 
We are 
Your Excellencys 
Most obedient 
Humble Servants 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
JoHn Hancock 
Timotuy NEWELL 
Tuomas MARSHALL 
Selectmen of Boston. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 30, 1773. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Austin, Hancock, Newell, Wendell, 
Marshall, Pitts. 

[26%7.] Cap’. Franklyne of Engine N°. 9. proposed Samuel 
Townsend as an Engine man in the room of Benjamin Burdit, 
who was accordingly “accepted. 

Deacon Newell received of John Grant & sa four pangs as 
Interest on Bookers Bond. 

Voted, that there be a Visitation of the Bee Schools in this 
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Town on Wednesday the 7. of July next and that the following 
Gentlemen be invited to accompany the Selectmen therein, and 
that they be notified to attend at the Selectmens Chamber at 8. 
o Clock in the Morning of said Day in order to proceed on the 
Visitation. 


The Hon’, John Erving Esq. Inches Mason 
. James Bowdoin Esq.  Coll°. Jackson 
James Pitts M’. Hill 
D*. Winthrop Ezekiel Goldthwait Esq. 

The Representatives of the Town Cap‘. Fortesque Vernon 
The Overseers of the Poor. Cap‘. Soloman Davis 
The Town Treasurer. Benjamin Kent 

_ The Rev’. Charles Chauncey DD. Joseph Scott Esq. 
Mather Byles DD. Cap‘. John Bradford 
Andrew Eliot DD. John Adams Esq. 
Samuel Cooper DD. Moses Gill 
Ebenezer Pemberton DD. D*. Noyes 
Samuel Mather Jonathan Amory 
Jobn Hurst D*. Benj®. Church 
John Bacon Cap’. Mackay 
M’. Lothrop D*. Bulfinch 
M*. Howard D*. Greenleaff 
M*. How M’. Josiah Quincy 
M’. Gorden John Phillips 
William Paine M’. Henry Bromfield 
John Leach D*. Warren 
Benj°®. Goodwin Major Daws 
John Boynton Michael Horner 
Samuel Eliot Henry Laughton 
John Scollay Coll’. Erving 
Thomas Brattle _ Cap*. Fenton 
John Miffling William Dennie 
Nath’. Appleton William Molleneaux 


Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/ p. 
bushel & 6d./ p. Bushell be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains & Livelihood which is computed as follows 
— Viz’. — 


Ib. oz. dr. 
A 4°. Loaf of Brown Bread 3/4 Wheat 1/4 Rye meal 
must weigh 2— 4- 
a 4°. Ditto not above 1/2 Indian Meal must weigh 3- 
Bisket of a Copper price- - - - ------------ 4— 12 


[268.] Cap. Samuel Sloan of Engine N°. 10. apply’d to the 
Selectmen for the Premiums allowed by the Town for bringing 
their Engine to work first at the Fires which broke out at Sum- 
- ners in Cold Lane & at Edwards Shop. 

Voted, that he have a draft for 26/8. in this Months draft. 

Ordered that Hutchinson & Bryant have a draft for £10. on 
account of paving. drawn for £. 10. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 5, 1773. 
Present, Newhall, Scollay, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen July 7, 1773. 
Present, Mess*. Scollay, Hancock, Neweil, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell, Pitts. . 

Visitation of the Schools in this Town maintained by the Pub- 
lick, which were found to be in good order. 

Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen July 9, 1773. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell, Pitts. 

Isaac Winslow applys to the Selectmen for liberty to lay a 
Drain from his Distill house in Cold Lane to the Mill Pond for his 
particular service — Liberty was accordingly granted, provided 
the Ground is made good & the Pavement restored to the satis- 
faction of the Selectmen. 

The Selectmen take into consideration the late Act of the 
General Assembly impowering the Selectmen to make an addition 
of one or more Vendue masters not exceeding Six. 

and the further consideration is referred to Wednesday next. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen July 15,". 1773. 
Present, Mess™. Scollay, Newhall, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, & 
Pitts. 

Coll®. Marshall, Wendell & Pitts appointed a Comittee to 
view M’*. Tuckers Chimney in Jolliffs Lane. 


[269.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, July 
21,1773. Present, Mess*. Scollay, Newell, Wendell, Pitts. 

The Committee appointed to Survey M’. John Tuckers Chimnies 
Reported, that having carefully examined said Chimnies, it is 
their Judgment concerning them; that they are insufficient and 
dangerous. 

The Copy of said Warrant for y° Survey, is as follows Viz'. 


Boston June [? July?] 23%. 1773. 
To Thomas Daws Esq. and M’. Jacob Horner — 

Complaint having been made to us that the Chimnies of a House 
in Jolliffs Lane occupied by John Tucker are insufficient and 
dangerous — We desire & impower you to survey the Same & ~ 
Report to us your Judgment concerning them 

JOHN SCOLLAY 
THom®’. MaRsHALL. 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
OLIVER WENDELL 
JOHN Pirts 
Selectmen of Boston 


Boston July 25, 1773. 
M' John Tucker 
Upon Complaint made by a number of the Inhabitants of the 
Town of defects in the Chimnies of the House owned and occu- 
pied by your self; we issued our Warrant for a Survey; a Copy 
of the return made on said Warrant you have above Agreeable to 
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the direction of the Law in that case made and provided we 
hereby warn you not to make any Fire or to suffer any to be made 
in said Chimnies till the defects are cured either by a— mending 
repairing or rebuilding said Chimnies as you would avoid the 
penalty of said Law. 


By Order of the Selectinen 
Wiuiiam Coorer Town Clerk 

The great and General Court having at their last Session im- 
powered the Selectmen to make an addition to the present [270O. ] 
Vendee Masters, provided they do not exceed the number of Ten 
in all. Moses Deshon Esq. Cap‘. John Bradford Esq. m". Robert 
Gould, mm’. William Hunt, m'’. William Fallass & m*’. Martin 
Bicker were chosen. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, July 23°. 1773. 
Present, Mess. Scoliay, Newell, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. | 

M’. Hartley attended and informs that the Schooner Volant 
Cap‘. Nathan Leach from Dominica, arrived at Rainsfords Island 
the 22°. Instant with the Small Pox on board, the Captains Pock 
has been turned two or three Days, the Mate & one of the hands 
have had it before. there is four of the hands still to have the 
Distemper. Cargo consists of Molasses, and Cotton Wool. 

The following directions were given M’. Samuel Hartley 


Boston July 23%. 17738. 
M’. Samuel Hartley 
The Schooner Volant Cap*. Nathan Leach being stopt at your 
Island on account of the Small Pox which broke out after they left 
Dominica. Our directions are that you take the four hands on 
board liable to have it into the Well house on the Island and you. 
are to receive the sick into the Hospital when its proper for them. 
to be put on shore. The Cotton must be all taken on shore for 
cleansing and airing, and the Vessell must be smoked as soon as 
the sick are out of her, let no Persons come on board or leave the 
Schooner without our liberty — Report to us your proceedings & 
you will then have our further Orders. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
WiriiamM Coorer Town Clerk 


P.S. All the People on the Island who have been cleared of 

the Small Pox. may be permitted to leave the Island, provided 
they have a fresh shift of Clothes & proceed to the East- 
ward — the two Dutch Men may come up tirst — to-morrow if they 
chuse it. 

July 21*. The Persons, chosen as Vendue Masters had Licences 
delivered to them of the following tenor, excepting Cap‘. Bradford 
who declines excepting the office. Viz*. 

Boston July 27. 1773 
Moses Deshon Esq. 

Agreable to the power & authority vested [2%71.] In us the 
Subscribers by two Acts of the Great & General Court passed at 
their late Sessions for the regulating the Sale of Goods, at publick. 
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Vendue. We have appointed you one of the Auchtioners for the 
Town of Boston and do hereby grant you full Licence to sell at 
publick Vendue Auction or Out-cry in said Town any Goods Wares 
& Merchandize whatsoever under the restrictions & limitations 
of said Acts for the term of one year and no longer, said term to 
commence from the thirty-first of March last not doubting but that 
- you will in every respect conduct in this Business agreable to Law, 
and as the duty of your Office shall require. 
Selectmen of Boston 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 28, 1773. 
Present Mess. Scollay, Newell, Austin, Pitts. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat @ 6/ p. —& 
that 6°. p. bushel, be allowed to the Bakers for their Charges 
Pains & Livelihood which is computed as follows. Viz*. 


Ib. oz. dr. 
A 4°. Loaf of Brown Bread */, Wheat '/, Rye Meal must 
yepited Pe Oe ee ae ie eR renee a eo: 
A 4*. ditto not above 7/, Indian Meal must weigh - - 3- 
Bisket of a Copper price - - - - - - - = = - 4-12 


M’. Collector Hollyday having produced the several Treasurer’s 
Receipts for the Tax of 1771 — the Town Clerk was directed to 
deliver him up his Bond for said year. 

Passed upon Bowles & Luckis’s Province Account amounting to 
£. 3. 6. 8. —as p. Copy on file. 


[272.] Boston July 28, 1773. 
M*. Samuel Hartley 

Sir — You having Reported to us that the Dutch People and 
their Children are now well cleansed from the Small Pox, and 
that their Bedding Clothing &¢. are also well aired & smoked. 
Our directions are that you bring them upon the Morrow to the 
Hospital at New Boston under the care of m*. Darrington 

By Order of the Selectmen 
Witi1amM Cooper Town Clerk. 


Voted, that M’. Robert Pierpoint have a draft on the Town 
Treasurer for £. 40. 
& Hutchinson & Bryant a draft for £. 10. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen July 30, 1773 — 
Present — 

M’. Hartley having Reported that the Schooner Volant. Cap’. 
Nathaniel Leach from Dominica with the Small Pox had been so 
well smoked & cleansed as that she might come up to Town 
with safety to the Inhabitants — the following Letter was sent M’. 
Hartley & a Certificate to the Govern 


Boston July 29. 1773. 
M"*. Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that the Schooner Volent Cap‘. Na- 
than Leach has been so well smoked & cleansed as that she may 
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be permitted to leave the Island with safety. Our Orders are 
that you permit her to come up with the Molasses, but with 
nothing else liable to retain infection such as Cotton Clothes Bed 
Bedding etc. you being first satisfied for your charge. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witiiam Cooper Town Clerk. 


[273.] May it please your Excellency 
The Schooner Volant Cap‘. Nathan Leach from Domenica stopt 
at Rainsfords Island on account of the Small Pox, we are of 
opinion has been so well smoked & cleansed as that he may be 
permitted to leave the Island with safety to the Inhabitants if 
your Excellency thinks proper. We are 
Your Excellencys 
Most Obedient 
Humble Servants 
Selectmen of Boston 
Boston July 29. 1773. 
His Excellency Thomas Hutchinson Esq. 


Boston Ss. At a Meeting of the Selectmen Aug’. 4, 1773. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Marshall, Wendell 

M*. John Lambert hired the Towns Wharff by the North Bat- 
tery at Twelve pounds p. Annum to leave an open way to the 
Battery, and to put down two Posts at his own charge. 

M’. Curtis presented Benjamin Vesey, N athaniel Bradley & 
Thomas Wheeler as suitable Persons for his Engine Company John 
Crosley, Joseph Ford Samuel Hodsden & John m°. adden having 
been discharged as Engine Men. 


Boston Ss. At a Meeting of the Selectmen Aug*. 10, 1773. 
A.M. Present Mess’. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin, Mar- 
shall, Pitts, Wendell 

Agreed to visit Deer Island Fryday next. Boat to set off from 
Wheelwrights Wharf. 8. OClock. 


[274.] Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen Augt. 10 
1773 P.M. Present Mess‘. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, 
Austin, Pitts. 

Passed upon the Petitions for Retailers of Spiritous Liquors, 
and Inholders in this Town as by List on file. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen Aug’. 11 1773. 
Present Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

M'. Thomas Crafts Sen’. appointed a Sealer of Wood in the 
room of M*. (or maj’.) Goldthwait removed out of ‘Town. 

M’. Curtis Master of Engine N —, proposed John Gridley as 
an Engine man for his Company, who was accordingly accepted 
by the Selectmen. 


BOOK FIFTEEN. 


[1.] Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen Aug*. 16, 
1773. Present Mess". Scollay, Newell, Austin, Pitts. 

M'". Samuel Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rainsfords 
Island, having Reported that Cap’. Nathan Leach who has had the 
Small Pox, is now so well cleansed as that he might be permitted 
to leave the Island with safety to the Inhabitants, together with 
his Mother who attended him «& their Clothing Bedding &c. — the 
following Orders were delivered him. 

Boston Aug. 16,1773. 
Mr. Samuel Hartley 

You having Reported to us that Cap’. Nathan Leach has been so 
well smoked & cleansed since his recovery from the Small Pox to- 
gether with his Clothing Bedding &c. as that he may be permitted 
to leave the Island with safety to the Inhabitants — Our Orders 
are that you continue to air & cleanse him together with the 
Clothing &c. untill Thursday when you may permit him & also his 
Mother to go for Beverly where they belong. We depend upon 
your utmost care and caution with respect to your management 
that the Infection still at the Hospital may not be commu- 
nicated — Cap‘. Leach will satisfy you for the Expence he has 
occasioned. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
WitiiaM Coorer Town Clerk 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, August 18. 1773. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 
The following Commissioner was given M’. Thomas Crafts ap- 
pointed a Sealer of Wood for the North part of the Town — Viz'. 


{[2.]| Boston Ss. 

To Thomas Crafts of Boston Gentleman 
Greeting 

Whereas in and by an Act of the Province of Massachu- 
setts Bay, made & passed at the Session of the Great & Gen- 
eral Court held by prorogation on the 29 Day of December 
1758, Entitled an Act to prevent fraud in Cord Wood exposed 
to Salt, We the Subscribers Selectmen of the Town of Boston 
are directed and impowered to appoint some meet Persons to be 
measurers and Sealers of Wood, and such Fees or Allowance for 
their Service as we shall Judge reasonable. 

Pursuant therefore to said Law we hereby Appoint you the said 
Thomas Crafts to be a measurer and Sealer of all Fire-Wood, or 
Wood designed for Fewell commonly called Cord-Wood, that 
shall be brought by Water for Sale and landed on Barretts Wharf 
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or any other Wharff or place to the Northward thereof; And you 
are in all things to conform to the direction of the Act aforesaid, 
and also an Act passed at a Session of the General Court in 1772 
— whereto your office hath relation. And you are to render to us 
when requested an exact account of all Fines & Forfeitures that 
shall arise by virtue of said Acts. And we here by appoint the 
Fees or Allowance for measuring &c. One Penny half penny for 
each Cord, which you are to receive & no more. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witii1AM Coorer Town Clerk 
Boston August 11, 1773. 


[3.] M’. Treasurer Jeffries was desired to advance £. 3-3-4 
to Mr. Thomas Moore, as he is to have a draft next draft Day. 

Cap’. Wiiliam Sutton of Engine N°. 7. presented John Grif- 
fith & Benjamin Horton as Engine Men in the room of Jonathan 
Rogers & William Hearsey — and they were accordingly accepted. 

A Certificate of this Date was. given the Town Treasurer, by 
the Selectmen, acknowledging he had paid to several Persons 
whose Accounts were included in M*.. Sam. Hartleys Province 
Account to the amount of £. 62-14-3%. & the Warrant Hartley 
received of the Province Treasurer £. 147. 4—-7- in his favor 
being endorsed to M’. Treasurer Jeffries the balance on said 
Warrant being £. 84. 10. 4.—is to be carried to the Credit of 
the Town Treasury by said Town Treasurer in the ‘Towa Books. 

The Town Clerk is directed to write Judge Oliver & Coll’. 
Miller, that unless the money is paid or security is given for the 
Sums they are indebted on Bond to the Estate of the late M”. 
Brooker, which falls into the hands of the Selectmen as Trustees 
for poor Widows &*. — said Bonds will be put in suit at October 
Court. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, Aug*. 25, 1773. 
Present Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Wendell. 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat @ 5/6 p. 
bushel & that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood which is computed as follows, 


Wazs : 
Ib. Ozman. 
A 4*. Loaf of Brown Bread 3 Wheat 4 Rye Meal 
must weigh = - - - - - - - 2— 4- 
A 4*, ditto not above 4 Indian Meal must weigh - — 3- 
Bisket of a Copper price’ - - - - - — 5— 2- 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen Aug*. 26, 1773. 
Present Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts, 
Wendell. 

[4.] The Selectmen having considered of the request of a 
number of the Butchers for the Stalls lately occupied by M". 
Sherley deceased. Agreed that M*. Joseph Smith should have 
said Stalls. 

A dispute having arisen between William Hyslop Esq. & M*™. 
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Agnis Procter & John Procter, relative to the Line or Bounds 
of their Land near Concert Hall — 

Mess™. Thomas Crafts, John Joy, Samuel Dyer, John Knee- 
land & Samuel Ruggles were appointed to settle and Adjust the 
Line between them & a Warrant was issued of the following 
tenor and form — 

Boston August 26, 1773. 

To Mess". Thomas Crafts, John Kneeland, John Joy, Samuel 
Dyer, & Samuel Ruggles — Greeting 

Whereas a difference has arisen between William Hyslop Esq. 
& M's. Agnis-Procter & M"*. Procter relative to the Line or Bounds 
of their Land near the Orange Tree or Concert Hall. 

Pursuant therefore to a Law of the Province we have appointed 
and do hereby impower you the said Crafts, Kneeland, Joy, 
Dyer, & Ruggles to go upon the Premises, view the same, hear 
the Partys contending and Adjust settle & lay out the Line be- 
tween them as to you shall then appear to be Just and equitable. 

JOHN SCOLLAY 
TrmotHy NEWEL 
THomas MARSHALL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
Joun Pirts 
Selectmen of Boston 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Augt. 27, 1773 
Present, Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

M*. Jacob Bates a famous Horsman, attended & craves leave 
of the Selectmen to erect a Fence in the Common which will in- 
close about 160 feet of Ground in order to show his feats in 
Horsmanship — his request was not granted. 

[5.] Voted, that the Town Clerk have a draft for Twenty 
pounds lawful Money — drawn for in last Draft. 

Upon complaint of the Bakers August 26’ that the price of 
Flour was higher then it had been set in the last Assize, the 
Selectmen made enquiry as to the price of Flour & the 
quantity of Wheat at market, and finding the Bakers, had cause 
of complaint. 

Ordered, that the assize of Bread be altered, and that the 
same be now set at Wheat at 6/ p. bushel & that 6°. p. Bushel 
be allowed to the Bakers for their Charges Pains & Livelihood, 
which is computed as follows — Viz’. 


Ib. oz. dr. 
A 4*, Loaf of Brown Bread ? Wheat 4 Bye Meal 
must weigh - - - - - 2— 4- 
a 4°. ditto not above $ Inaian heal must Wea - — 3- 
Bisket of a Copper price - - - “ - —- 4-12 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Aug. 28, 1773 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

M’*. Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rainsfords Island at- 
tended and Reports That Yesterday the Schooner Eagle George 
Bruce, master, belonging to Coll°. Lee of Mar plehead, came to 


—— 
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the Island from a Fishing Voyage, having the Small Pox on 
board, which Distemper they received before they left Marble- 
head — they have 9 hands on board, all sick of the disorder ; one 
they buried before they arrived — the following Orders were given 
the Keeper of the Hospital — Viz'. — 

Boston August 28, 1773 


M’. Samuel Hartley 

The Schooner Eagle George Bruce Master owned by Coll’. Lee 
of Marblehead being now at your Island with the Small Pox — 

Our Orders are that you take all the People on shore and use 
your utmost endeavors to prevent a communication of the Dis- 
temper; you must therefore suffer no People to go on board the 
Schooner, and good care must be taken of any who are not fit to 
be removed on shore — Report the state of things as soon as you 
can. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
| Witiram Cooper Town Clerk 


[6.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem’. 1. 
1773. Present, Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 


Roston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem". 6, 1773. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

M’. Hartley Keeper of Rainsfords Island Hospital having Re- 
ported to us that tle Schooner Eagle George Bruce master has 
been so well smoked as that she may leave the Island with safety, 
the following Orders were sent the Keeper of said Hospital, 
viz. 

Boston Septem". 5. 1773. 
M’. Samuel Hartley 

You having Reported to us that the Schooner Eagle George 
Bruce master sent to your Island on Account of the Small Pox, 
has been so well smoked and cleansed as that she may leave the 
Island with safety to the Inhabitants — Our Orders are that you 
permit Cap‘. John Lee of Marblehead to take said Vessel from the 
Island you being first satisfied for the Expence you have been put 
to in cleansing &*. and if any of the People who are recovered 
from the Distemper are in your Opinion so well aired and cleansed 
as that they may come off without danger of carrying any Infec- 
tion you may permit them provided they have a fresh suit of 
</lothes, and you are satisfied for your Expence and trouble. 

JOHN SCOLLAY 
THomMas MARSHALL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
JouNn Pitts 
Selectmen of Boston 


A Letter was sent Coll’. Lee covering a Copy of Orders given 
M’. Hartley. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Septem’. 8. 1773. 
Present, Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts, Iancock. 
The Ciark is directed to insert Samuel Johnson Jonathan Brown 
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and Joseph Bradfords name in the Warrant to settle the ['7.] Line 
between M’. Hyslop and the Procters Land, together with 
Thomas Crafts &.Samuel Dyer, they or any three of them to 
settle the same and Report. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Septem’. 14, 1773. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Marshall, Wendell. 

M’. James Barter appeared and gives information that a Fish- 
ing Schooner owned by Joshua Orne of Marblehead, from Canseau 
buried her Master John Dolliver of the Small Pox August 6’. and 
is now at Rainsfords Island on account of that Distemper, where- 
upon the following Orders were given the Keeper of the Hospi- 
tal — 

Boston Septem’. 14’, 1773. 
M*. Samuel Hartley, 

The Schooner John Dolliver late Master owned by 
Joshua Orne of Marblehead, stop’. at your Island on account of 
Small Pox brought in her from Caseau. Our orders are that you 
examine into the Circumstances of said Vessel and Report the same 
as soon as you can when you will have our further Orders. 

You must smoke & cleanse the Vessel as usual. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
WiLtiaAM Cooper Town Clerk. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Septem’. 15’, 1775. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Marshall, Wendell. 

The Clerk was directed to give M'. Thomas Moore an Order for 
Two pounds eight shillings on Acco‘. of work done, to M’. Treas- 
urer Jeffries. | 

Voted, that M*. Sumner have a Lease of two Stalls N. 4. & 
Do. @ p. £. (mem®. to inquire about Scales. ) 

Agreed with Joshua Davis for a Cellar the North West Corner 
of the Town House @ £. 5 p. Annum, June 22%. 1773. 

Agreed with Henry Llyd Esq. for a Cellar at the South Side 
of the Town House, for £. 6. 13. 4. p. Annum, Aug*. 27', 1778. 
(see the 3°. Page forward) 


[8.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Sept. 21, 
1775. Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

The Clerk being absent & it being the time for drawing Six 
Petit Jurors for October Court the Selectmen proceeded to choose 
—the following Persons were drawn out of the Box — Cap. Jon*. 
Davis Cap’. Rich*. Walker William Rogers John Ruggles Asa 


Stoddard Norton Brailsford 


M". Ware one of the Watch at West Boston waited on the Se- 
lectmen requesting that the Watch House might be plaisterd to 
make it more comfortable — 

Voted that Deacon Newell View the House & see what is 
Necessary to be done & have it fortwith Effected — 

Application having been made to the Selectmen by M’. [Vox ?}] 
for Sundry repairs at Deer Island & they having Sent down M:. 
More & M". Tod to see what repairs are Necessary & they hay: 
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ing reported an Estimate amounting to about £.17. 0. £*. money 
they are therefore ordered to Compleat the Work as soon as may 
be the above Estimate is Exclusive of the Stuff that will be 
Necessary. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen Sep’. 29, 1773. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, 
Pitts. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat @ 6/ p. 
bushel, and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows — Viz". 


Ib. OZ. dr. 
A 4* Loaf of Brown Bread ? Wheat 4 Rye meal 


must weigh - - - - - - Qe—_ 4 4&6 
a 44 Ditto fae above 4 Indian ea must weigh SB ieorSs es 
Bisket of a Copper price - - . - - 45185 


M’. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed to re- 
ceive one James Thompson, a poor Sick Stranger, who is not an 
Inhabitant of any Town in this Province, neither has he where 
withall to support himself — Order signed by M’. Scolloy, & M’. 
Austin, two of the Selectmen. 

[9.] M*. Hancock & M". Wendell appointed to order Repairs 
to the Pound & the Gun House. 

M’. Beals of Long Island informs that he has taken into his House 
one Jonathan Fessenden his Wife & 2 Children. 

M’. Wendell desired to order Repairs to Master Lovels Wall. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Septem". 17, 1773. 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Hancock, Marshall. Austin. 

M*. Samuel Hartley Keeper of the Hospital on Rainsfords 
Island having Reported that the Schooner John Dolliver 
late Master which has been stopt at Rainsfords Island on Account 
of the Small Pox has been once smoked, but that the Clothes have 
not been yet taken on shoar — the following Orders were given him 
— Viz'— 


Boston, September 17, 1773. 
M". Samuel Hartley 
You are hereby directed thoroughly to smoke and cleanse the 
Schooner — John Dolliver late Master. Take all the Clothes 
and whatsoever else is liable to Infection on shore, smoke and air 
them well— If in your opinion the Schooner may with safety leave 
the Island on Monday the 20’ Instant you have our permission to 
suffer her to depart, but be very careful that nothing goes in the 
Vessel that has not been effectually aired. 
JouNn SCOLLAY 
Joun Hancock 
Tuomas MARSHALL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
Selectmen of Boston. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Select men, Oct’. 4, 17738. 
Present, Mess™. Scollay, Austin, Pitts,; Marshall. 
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M". Samuel Hartley Reported that John Trask & Joseph Pope 
who had been in the Well House three Weeks discovered no [10.] 
Symptom of the Small Pox whereupon the following Orders were 
given him — Viz'.— 

[ Foot-note on page 9 says — Gave the Constables of the Watch 
Orders as on file. | 


Boston, October 4, 1773. 
M’. Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that two men who come in Cap*. 
Dolliver’s named John Trask & Joseph Pope who have been in the 
Well-house about three Weeks without discovering any Symptom of 
the Small Pox may be allowed to leave the Island with safety. 
Our directions are that you permit them to depart, being first sat- 
isfied for the charge they have occasioned 
By Order of the Selectmen 
WituiamM Cooper Town Clerk 


The following was delivered the above named Persons for the 
Select men of Marblehead — Viz*. 
Boston October 4. 1773. 
Gentlemen 
The Bearers of this Mess: John Trask & Joseph Pope who 
came in Cap*. Dollivers Schooner having been confined in the Well 
house at Rainsfords Island for three Weeks past during which 
time no one Symptom of the Small Pox has been discovered upon 
either of them. We have permitted said Persons to depart from 
the Island for Marblehead M’*. Hartley as well as ourselves imag- 
ining they may do it with safety to the Inhabitants. 
By Order of the Selectmen, 
WitiiamM Cooper Town Clerk. 


Gave the 6 Constables of the Watch, Orders dated 1‘ Ins‘. as p. 
Copys on file. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, October 6, 1773. 
Present, Mess™. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

The Selectmen have appointed George Roulston a Grave Digger 
in the Chappel & Common Burying Grounds in the room of M'. 
Bond deceased. 

M*. Paul Farmer was directed by two of the Selectmen Viz". 
M"*. Scollay & Deacon Newell, to receive into the Almshouse on 
the Province Account one John Macgraw a sick Stranger [11. ] 
who has not wherewithall to support himself. 

Passed upon M*. William Grays Province Account amount® by 
Copy on file to £ 3-8-8. 

M’. Hartley attended & informs the Selectmen that the 
Schooner Dolphin — Capt. Newell from Turks Island with Salt 
last from Newbury Port, has been ordered there on account of the 
Small Pox — whereupon the following Orders were given him. 
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Boston Octo". 6, 1773. 
M". Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that the Schooner Dolphin, Cap*. 
Newell from Turks Island last from Newbury Port has been sent 
to your Island on Account of the Small Pox which has been on 
board, Our orders are that you receive into the Well-house those 
Persons who have not had the Distemper but may have taken the 
Infection & then proceed in smoking the Vessel as in like Cases 
advising us of your Proceedure when you will have our further 
Orders. 
By Order of the Selectmen, 
WitirAm Cooper Town Clerk. 


M’. Josiah Flag having made application to the Selectmen for 
leave to make use of Faneuil Hall one Evening, for a Concert of 
Vocal & Instrumental Musick Liberty was granted him accord- 
ingly. 

M’. Treasurer Jeffries was directed to pay Mess". Hutchinson 
& Comp’. Twenty pounds in part for paving Work for which he 
is to have a draft. 

Complaint having been made that the Street near the Store of 
Scott & Gill is greatly incumbered by their Grind Stones, a Billet 
was sent them desiring that those Grind Stones may be immedi- 
ately removed. 


[12.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo". 1773. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell, Pitts. 

The Selectmen having received a Warrant from the Hon?. 
Judge of Probate for the County of Suffolk to examine into the 
Condition & Circumstances of MZ. Sarah Taylor Represented to be a 
Non Compos — When [sic] to the Lodgings of said Tayler & to 
other places but she was not to be found. 


Boston Ss. At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo". 8. 1773. 
Present, Mess’. 

M’. Hartley attended and page that Cap’. Nowell of the 
Schooner Dolphin from Newbury, has been so well smoked & 
cleansed as that he may leave the Island with safety — the follow- 
ing was delivered m®. Hartley. 


Boston October 8, 1773. 
Mr’. Samuel Hartley 
As Cap’. Newell the master of the Schooner now at Rainsford’s 
Island has had the Small Pox some time past, you may permit 
him to leave the Island first cleansing and smoking himself, and 
clothing himself with a fresh shift of Apparel — 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
TimotHy NEWELL 
Tuom’. MArsHALL 
JAMES Pitts 
Selectmen of Boston. 
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P.S. You may permit Joseph Grimes & Thom’. Millet who 
are got well of the Small Pox to leave the Island, let them be well 
cleansed & take with them no other Clothes than they have on 
them & let them be well aird — Let Prince of Marble head 
leave the Island taking good care that he is well cleansed. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo’. 11, 1773. 

Present Mess. Scollay, Newell, Austin, Pitts. 

M*. Hartley attended & Reported, That Cap‘. Nowells Schooner 
has been so well smoked & cleansed as that she may leave the 
Island with safety to the Inhabitants — whereupon the following 
was delivered M™. Hartley for her husband — Viz‘. — 


[13.] Boston October 11. 1773. 
Mr’. Samuel Hartley 

You having Reported to us that the Schooner Dolphin Cap‘. 
Nowell has been so well smoked & cleansed as that she may 
leave the Island with safety— Our Orders are that you permit 
said Vessel to leave the Island on Wednesday next provided 
that nothing remains in her liable to retain Infection which has 
not been sufficiently aired &*. and that you are first satisfied for 
the charge & trouble you have been put to. 

By order of the Selectmen 
Witrram Coorer Town Clerk. 


The following was also delivered for the Governor 


May it please your Excellency 
The Schooner Dolphin Cap‘. Nowell stopt at Rainsfords Island 
on account of the Small Pox has been so well smoked and 
cleansed as that in our Opinion she may be permitted to leave 
the Island, with safety to the Inhabitants if your Excellency 
thinks proper. 
We are 
your Excellencys Most obedient Humble Serv*. 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
TimotHy NEWELL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
JouN Pitts 
Selectmen of Boston 
Boston October 11, 1773. 
His Excellency Thomas Hutchinson Esq. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo". 13, 1773. 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

Received of John Winslow Esq. one of the Executors to M’. 
Brookers Will,a Bond of Samuel Stearns, Timothy Boutell & 
Rufus Houghton. for the payment of £. 80—with Interest, 
dated 20’. of Septem". 1773—for which the Selectmen gave him 
a Receit. : 

[14.] Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/8 
p- Bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for 
their Charges Pains & Livelihood, which is computed — 


196 Crty Document No. 42. 


Ib. oz. dr. 
A 4*. Loaf of Brown Bread ? Wheat + Rye meal must 
weigh - - Seu here an) i 
a 4a. Ditto not above $ Indian Meal must weigh 
Bisket of a Copper price. - - - - . - - - - 


Passed upon Samuel Hartleys Province Account amounting to 
£.62-—11/ - | 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo’. 14. 1773. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Wendell, Pitts. 

M’. Hartley attended & Reported to us that the Schooner 
Second Attempt Cap‘. Philip Mohise owned at Marblehead is ar- 
rived at Rainsfords Island on account of the Small Pox on board 
whereupon the following was delivered M’. Hartley. 


Boston October 14. 1773. 
M*. Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that the Schooner Second Attempt 
Cap‘. Philip Mohise owned at Marblehead is arrived at Rainsfords 
Island on account of the Small Pox which has broke out on board. 
Our Orders are that you take out the sick People into the Hospital & 
those who are liable to the Distemper into the Well-house & then 
proceed in smoking & cleansing the Vessell & Clothing with any- 
thing else liable to retain Infection & Report tous again when you 
will have our further Orders — 
By Order of the Select men 
WitiiaM Cooper Town Clerk 


Coll°. Hancock, M’. Scollay & Newell a Committee to direct as 
to the Fishermans Stalls, which may be thought proper to be al- 
lowed on the Market Square. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Octo’. 15. 1773. 
A. M. Present, Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Austin, Pitts. 

f15.] M*. Hartley attended & Reports, that the Schooner 
Second Attempt Philip Mohise Master has been so well smoked 
and cleansed as in his Opinion she may leave the Island with 
safety to the Inhabitants — the following Orders were given — 


Boston October 15. 1773. 
M’. Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that the Schooner Second Attempt 
Philip Mohise master has been so well smoked & cleansed as in 
your Opinion she may leave the Island with safety to the In- 
habitants. Our Orders are that you permit said Vessel to leave 
the Island tomorrow being first satisfied as to the charge you have 
been at & not suffering anything liable to retain Infection to 
remain in her. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
WiiitaM Cooper Town Clerk 


P.S. You must continue smoking & cleansing the Vessel 
till she sails. 
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3oston October 15. 1773 
M’. — Procter 
A Son of yours named Charles Procter being now in the Alms 
house in this Town on account of his being distracted, we give 
you this notice that you may take immediate measures to remove 
him from thence & to defrey the Town for the charge he may oc- 
casion 


By Order of the Selectmen 
Witiram Cooper Town Clerk 


Boston October 15. 1773 
Gentlemen 
You have inclosed a Letter to the Father of M". Charles Procter 
an Inhabitant of your Town, who is so disordered in his Senses, 
as to be confined and taken care of in our Almshouse- If the 
Father should not immediately remove his Son we desire that we 
would take measures therefor, as after this notice your Town will 
be answerable for the charge that has & may arise for his keep- 
ing &¢. 
By Order of the Selectmen, 
WitiiAM Cooper Town Clerk 


(16.] The Selectmen having Received a Warrant from the 
Hon’. Judge of Probates for the County of Suffolk, to examine 
into the Condition & Circumstances of Sarah Tayler Repre- 
sented by her Friends as a Person Non Compos — this Day made 
the following Return on said Warrant — Viz' — 


Boston October 15, 1778. 
We the Subscribers in pursuance of the within Warrant have 
seen M™. Sarah Tayler & carefully examined into the condition 
& circumstances of said Person and would now Report. That 
in our Opinion she is so frequently in a state of Distraction as 
renders her unfit to take care of her Person & Affairs — 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
Timotuy NEWELL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
Joun Pirrs 
Selectmen of Boston 
To the Hon”. Foster Hutchinson Esq. 
Judge of Probate &°. 
Boston October 15, 1773. 
Gentlemen 
These are to acquaint you that one Joseph Clark of your Town 
who is in a very declining state & unable to proceed home, has 
been sent to our Almshouse & if he should continue any 
time the charge must by Law be defreyed by the Town where he 
has an Inhabitancy, unless he or his Friends will take care to 
defrey the charge of his keeping &°. We are told he has a Mother 
& a Brother in Cape Ann whose Circumstances we are not ac- 
quainted with, Perhaps upon your informing them of his dan 
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gerous situation, they may take some other way to provide for 
him 
By Order of the Select men 
WirtiiaAmM Coorer Town Clerk 


Mem’. the Person not being fit to be removed — this Letter 
was not sent. 


Boston Ss: at a Meeting of the Selectmen, Oct™ 15, 1773. 
P. M. Present, Mess". Scollay, Austin. 

D*. Whitworth was directed by M*. Scollay to take care of one 
Joseph Clark of Cape Ann, who is sick, at [ 17. ] The House of the 
Widow Robinson & unfit to be removed & the following Letter was 
sent to Cape Ann. 

Boston Octo". 15, 1778. 


Gentlemen 

This is to acquaint you that one Joseph Clark of your Town is 
dangerously ill at a House in their Town being so low as to make 
it unsafe to remove him to the Almshouse we have directed a 
Doctor to attend him & have engaged the Widow Woman whose 
House he is at to take proper care of him assuring him she shall 
be paid for his Nursing Board &°. We are told he has a 
Mother &. a Brother at Cape Ann if their circumstances are 
good suppose they will defrey this charge but if not we shall ex- 
pect a Reimbursement from your Town 

By Order of the Selectmen 
WiviiaM Cooper Town Clerk. 

“LO, 

The Gentlemen the Selectmen of Cape Ann. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo". 16, 1773. 
Present, mess™. Scollay, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

Joseph Coffin Pilot of Cap‘. Nowells Schooner from Newbury 
who left the vessel without leave from the Selectmen, while she 
lay at Rainsfords Island — appeared, and delivered Letters from 
the Selectmen of Newbury & Tristam Dalton Esqrs. & from 
what was wrote & an enquiry into the Circumstances of the Vessel 
when he left it, apprehending the Pilot to bean honest Man, 
as wellas poor & that there will be no danger in his return to New- 
bury, the Selectmen concluded not to send him to Rainsfords 
Island, but to let him go back to Newbury, after he was well 
reprimanded & admonished for his Offence against the Laws, & the 
following Letter was delivered him for the Selectmen of New- 
bury, Viz‘. 

[18.] Boston October 16. 1773. 
Gentlemen 

We have received yours p. Joseph Coflin & have inquired of 
Cap‘. Nowell the situation of his Vessel when the Pilot came on 
board and from his account of the matter we are of Opinion, 
there can be no danger to the Inhabitants from the Pilots 
leaving the Vessel; he has indeed been guilty of breaking a Law, 
which guards the health & lives of the People; and was it not 
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in compassion to his Family, we should have directed, that he 
might be prosecuted for his great offence notwithstanding his 
pleas, that it was done thro’ ignorance of the Law, —or at least 
have ordered him to Rainsfords Island again; but from the char- 
acter given him, we have permitted him to return to Newbury 
Port, he having assured us, that in case he should perceive any 
Symptoms of the Small Pox, as he may possibly have received the 
Infection, he will immediately acquaint you there with that he 
may be removed to such a place as you may direct to prevent a 
communication of the Distemper. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
WiLiiAM Coorer Town Clerk. 

To 

The Sa aay the Selectmen of Newbury Port. 


Boston Ss: At Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo’. 20, 17738. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Austin, Marshall. 

M’*. Abraham Savage had ne Bond for 1771, as a Collector, de- 
livered up to him by the Order of the Select men. 

The following Return was made on the Warrant issued for 
running the Line beteen William Hyslop Esq. & the Widow Proc- 
ter &. which Warrant & is on file — 


In pursuance of the within Warrant to us directed — We the Sub- 
seribers have upon the Premisses. Viewed the same heard the 
Partys as also Meletiah Bourn Esq. who appeared as Attorney to 
Cap‘. Charles Procter of Hallifax, to whom the House and Land 
now improved by the within named Agnis Procter descends at her 
decease. And having fully and maturely considered of the Mat- 
ters in dispute [19.] Between them, Are of Opinion that the Line 
between the Lands of the said William Hyslop Esq. & of Mess™. 
Procters is & ought to run upon 4 straight Line from the middle of 
the thickness of the Brick Wall of an Out Kitchen belonging to 
M’. William Turner; to the lower Corner within two Inches of the 
Brick Wall of the House of Isaac Smith Esq., so that a Plank 
Fence may run flush with the face or outside of the Wall; Witness 
our Hands this 18’ Day of September, A.D. 1773. 

Tuomas Crarts 
JOSEPH BRADFORD 
JONATHAN BROWN 
SAMUEL JOHNSON 


M’. Benj. [ ? ] Gray a Collector of Taxes for 1773 appeared & 
proposed M’. Richard Salter & M*. Thomas Leaveret the Bondsmen 
for last year, for his Bondsmen for the present year as a Collector 
of Taxes who were accepted by the Selectmen. 

M*. Edward Hollyday appeared and proposed M*. Martin Brim- 
mer & John Winslow Esq. for his Bondsmen as a Collector the 
present year, who were accepted by the Selectmen. 

M*. Abraham Savage appeared & proposed M*. Archibald M*. 
Neil & M’. Nicholas Bones as Bondsmen for the faithful discharg 
of his duty as a Collector of Taxes for 1773 who were accepted p. 
the Selectmen. 
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The Selectmen have agreed to meet at their Chamber with M*. 
Pierpoint; Fryday next 4. o clock, P.M. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Select men, Octo". 22°. 1773. 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

M’. Hartley having Reported respecting some People at the 
Hospital, that they might leave it with safety, the following was 
delivered M’. Hartley. 


Boston, Octo’. 22°, 1773. 
M’. Samuel Hartley 

You having Reported to us that Samuel Seward, John Harrison 
& Phillip Trask who have passed thro’ the Small Pox at Rains- 
fords Island, are now quite recovered from the Distemper & are 
so well smoked & cleansed as that they may leave the Island with 
safety to the Inhabitants — Our Orders are that you permit them 
to leave the Island they first securing you for the [20.] charge 
they have occassioned & providing for themselves fresh Suits of 

Clothes as their other things must remain for further airing &c. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
WiLiraAm Coorer, Town Clerk. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo". 27. 1773. 
Present, Mess™. Scollay, Hancock, Neweil, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell, Pitts. 

M*. Henderson a Collector of Taxes for the present year pro- 
posed Cap‘. Job Prince & M'. Thomas Cairnes as Bondsmen for 
his duty for Collecting the Tax of 1773—who were approved of 
by the Selectmen. 

The Collectors had a Certificate for the Assessors that they had 
given Security to the Selectmen for the faithful discharge of their 
duty & had been sworn as the Law directs —their Bonds except- 
ing M*. Henderson’s which is not yet executed having been re- 
ceived examined & approved by the Selectmen. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat @ 6/8 p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains & Livelihood which is computed as follows — Viz‘. 

Ib. oz. dr. 


A 4°, Loaf of Brown Bread 3 Wheat } Rye Meal must 


BERT ieee Genk fale ema a a 5h: 
a 4°. ditto not above 4 Indian Meal must weigh - 3-‘ ¢ 
. Bisket of a Copper price - - - - - - - - - 4—5 


Passed upon Bowles & Luckis’s Province Account amounting to 
£. 6. as p. Copy on file. 

Deacon Newell desired to procure 3 doz. Candlesticks made of 
Tin in a handsome manner, the Candlesticks now in use being bor- 
rowed of churches. 

Mr’. Scollay & M". Austin a Committee to view the end of Fleet 
Street leading to Searlets Wharff. 

M’. Jacob Bucknam having apply’d for leave to set up Posts in 
Dock Square, in order to erect a Seales for weighing Provisions &c. 
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M’. Scollay, Newell, & Marshall a Comm*. to act thereon as they 
shall think proper. 

M’*. Wendell & M*. Pitts a Comm’. to get a Passage for Phila- 
delphia for one Ewins, now on b*. a man of War. 


mepeek | Boston March 27, 1773. 
Gentlemen 

Inclosed you have a Copy of the Account brought against this 
Town, for the Board Nursing burial &c. of M*. Joseph Clark, of 
Cape Ann, deceased amounting to £4—-11-6, which charge we 
look upon as reasonable ; and desire you will Order payment to be 
made our Treasurer M’. David Jeffries as soon as may be. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
Witiram Cooper Town Clerk 

To the Gentlemen, Selectmen of Gloucester. 


Boston October 27. 1773. 
Thomas Seymore Esq. 

Martha Howard who lived & died in the Alms house in this 
Town was possessed of 58 Acres of Landin the Town of Farming- 
ton, and this Town we suppose has the best right to her Estate as 
she lived at the Towns charge a long time, more over some Persons 
ere desirous of purchasing the said Land and have offered to give 
the value of it & for that purpose have desired M’. Ozias Pettibone 
to procure a Quit-Claim Deed from the Selectmen, but as we are 
unacquainted with the value of the Land must desire the favor of 
you to make enquiry about 1t—the inclosed Record may serve 
you for that purpose, and your care and trouble shall be duly ac- 
knowledged. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
Witiiam Cooper ‘Town Clerk 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Novem". 3, 1773. 
Present, Mess™. Scollay, Hancock, Marshall, Pitts, Wendell. 

Maj". Barber apply’d to the Selectmen for Flag Halliards & 33 
doz. Handspikes, and he was directed to procure them. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Novem". 4, 1773. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin 
Pitts. 

[22.] The Selectmen having received a Petition froma number 
of the Inhabitants praying that a Town Meeting may be called imme- 
diately for the purpose set forth in their Petition, whereupon, 

Voted, that the Town Clerk issue his Warrant for a Town 
Meeting Fryday next 10 O’Clock. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen Novem’. 10 1773. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Pitts. 

M’. John Procter, master of the Writing School in Queen Street, 
having in the Providence of God deceased the last Week, and 
application being made to the Selectmen by the Parents & 
Guardians of the Scholars belonging to that School, that m’. 


202 Crry DocumENT No. 42. 


James Carter who has long acted as Usher under the late M’. 
Procter, might be appointed Master of said School — The Select- 
men took this matter into consideration, and by their Vote have 
' appointed. said Carter Master of the School in Queen Street, till 
the Town should order otherwise. 

M’. Holbrook master of the Writing School in the Common & 
M’. Carter the master Elect for the School in Queen Street having 
recommended M*. Abiah Holbrook a Young Man near of Age as a 
suitable Person to be Usher at M"*. Carter’s School — the Select- 
men sent*for him, and upon discoursing with the young Man, 
thought proper to appoint him Usher, for said School. 

The Selectmen have Agreed to Induct M’. Carter as Master of 
the Writing School in Queen street on Fryday next at 9. O’Clock. 
in the Forenoon. 


- Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Novem’. 17, 1773. 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Hancock, Marshall, Wendell, Pitts. 

M’. Samuel Hartley having Reported, the following was [23. ] 
given him. 


Boston, Novem’. 17, 1773. 
M". Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that Philip Nye, Joseph Rounde and 
Emanuel Seward who came in Cap'. Whites Vessel are now suffi- 
ciently smoked and cleansed so as they may leave the Island with- 
out danger of communicating the Small Pox — Our Orders are that 
you may permit them to depart being first satisfied for the expence 
they have occasioned ; the three packs of Wool must be opened and 
air’'d before leave will be given to take them away, & you must 
take care that there is no needless waste in doing it: the three men 
must have a fresh suit of Clothes. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
WitiiAm Coorer Town Clerk 


A Petition having been received from a number of Inhabitants 
praying that a Town Meeting may be immediately called on ac- 
count of the Tea expected. 

The Town Clerk was directed to issue Notifications for a meet- 
ing at 10 OClock Thursday morning. Copy of Warr‘. &c. on file. 

M’. Scollay, Coll®. Hancock & Coll’. Marshall a Committee to 
inspect the Towns Arms and eall in those that they are lent. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Novem’. 24, 1773. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Pitts. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov". 27, 1773. 
Present, Mess™. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell, Pitts. . 

At the request of M’. Jonathan Clark one of the Consignees of the 
Tea exported by the East India Company the Selectmen met at 4 
OClock P.M. present the whole Board. Mt". [24.] Jonathan Clark 
together with his Brother M’. Isaac Winslow Clark, appeared, M’. 
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Jonathan Clark then said that he found that his Fellowtownsmen had 
entertained a very unfavourable opinion of him on account of the 
Tea, that was reported to be consigned to him & Comp”. from the 
India Company in London, he declared that the Consignment was 
not of his seeking that he was entirely clear of the matter, and 
that it was very disagreeable to him —that in order to restore 
tranquillity to the Town, and that he might stand in a favourable 
light with the Town, he was willing to do everything that could in 
Justice be required of him; The Selectmen then informed him 
that from what they could collect from the People abroad, nothing 
would satisfy the Inhabitants but reshipping of the Tea to Lon- 
don. he objected the impracticability of this measure. The Select 
men held up to him that nothing short of that would be satisfac- 
tory, and likewise the dreadful consequences that must in all prob- 
ability insue on its not being done. After much discoursing with 
the Selectmen on the subject he absolutely promised this; that 
when the Tea arrived nothing underhanded should be done, that 
the Tea should not be taken out off the Vessel or disposed of in 
any shape at all; that so soon as the Vessel or Vessels should ar- 
rive with the Tea he would immediately hand in proposals to the 
Selectmen to lay before the Town, that he could not now do it as 
he did not know what particular Orders he might receive from the 
Shippers which particular Orders they had wrote him would accom- 
pany the Tea. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 28, 1773. 
Sabbath Day, Present. 

[25.] The Select men having information that Cap‘. Hall in 
a Ship from London with Tea on board from the East India Com- 
pany Consigned Mess". Clark, and others met at this time in expecta- 
tion of hearing from M’. Clark — having waited some time, they 
then sent to his dwelling House and were informed that he was not 
in Town — 

The Board then Adjourned till after Divine Service. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 28, 17738. 
In the evening, Present Messrs. 

Having met according to Adjournment, after waiting sometime 
in expectation of hearing from M". Clark, they again sent to his 
Dwelling house as also to the Houses of some of his Relations, 
when they were informed that he was out of Town, neither did 
they know where he was gone; they also sent to the House of 
M’. Benjamin Faneuil another of the Consignees to inform him 
that if he had any thing to propose to the Selectmen which he would 
have laid before the Town they were then sitting — the Messenger 
was told that he was not in Town — the Meeting was then broke 
up. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Select men Decem'. 1, 1773. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Marshall, Newell. 
M*. John Richardson applys for two Men for Engine N. 1. and 
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offers James Baird & Josiah Brown in the room of John Ballard 
Jun’. and John Brown. 
The following was given the Keeper of Hospital 


Boston Decem’. 2, 1773 


M'. Samuel Hartley 
You may permit the three following Persons viz. John Chapman, 
John Seward, & Patrick M*Daniel [26.] To leave the Island pro- 
vided they have a fresh suit of Clothes that they are well cleansed 
and clear of Infection of the Small Pox, also the Boy belonging 
to Capt. Newell. 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
Tim’. NEWELL 
THom®. MARSHALL 


M’. Barrets Rent commences Dec’. 6, 1778, for his House 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem’. 7. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Austin, Marshall, Wendell. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at § p. 
Bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows — 


Viz'. 


Ib. Oz. dr. 
A 4°, Loaf of Brown Bread 3? Wheat + Rye Meal 
must weigh 2— 4 
a 4°. Ditto not above 4 Indian Meal must weigh 3- 
Bisket of a Copper Price - - - - - — 4-5 


Deacon Newell received of Peter Oliver by the hand of Mr’. 
Moses Gill, as part Interest on O. Bond to the late M’*. Brookers 
Forty-two pounds lawful money. Received about the 14 of 
Novem’. last. 

Voted, that the Widow Mary Mayes have a draft for 30/. being 
three Months Rent of the Ground on which the Hay Scales stands, 
ending the 3°. of Novem’. at which time the Lease expires. 

The following Order, was given M*. Hartley Keeper of the 
Hospital — vizt. 

Boston Decem’. 7, 1773. 
M’. Samuel Hartley 

You having Reported to us, that this Day the Briggandine Bea- 
ver Hezekiah Coffin master arrived from London at Rainsfords Is- 
land having had the Small Pox on board during the passage — but 
that all are well & none of the People lable to take the Distemper. 
It is our Orders that you take everything from between Decks and 
smoke and cleanse the Vessel sufficiently, and then [ 27. ] Report to 
us. She has Hemp between Decks, which you must receive on shore, 
and air — As Cap‘. Coffin and a Passenger are desirous of com- 
ing to Town — you may bring them up, they cleansing themselves 
& having a fresh shift of Clothes. let the Letters be brought up 
after being well smoked, let no one leave the Vessel without our 
Orders. 


By Order of the Select men 
Wittiam Cooper Town Clerk 
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Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem". 7. 1773. 
In the Evening Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Austin. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem’. 8. 1773. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 
M’. Hartley Keeper of the Hospital at Rainsfords Island having 


- Reported with respect to Cap‘. Coffins Vessel the Beaver the fol- 


lowing Orders were given him, Viz‘. 


Boston Decem’. 8. 1773. 
M*. Samuel Hartley 
Our directions are that you take the whole of the Tea from 
between Decks upon the Deck of the Briggandine. if the Weather 
be fair let it lay on the Deck the whole Day to be aired, and at 
Night see it put between Decks again, and you with the two Men 
you are ordered to take down with you are to remain on board 
during the time the Tea ison Deck and on no account to absent your- 
selves, and by no means suffer one chest of Tea to be landed or 
taken away by any one, if any attempt should be made you are 
immediately to dispatch a Messenger to inform the Selectmen 
thereof. With respect to the other Articles between Decks, 
agreable to your former Orders you are to take them on shore to 
air & cleanse them, and must smoke & cleanse the Vessel as 
soon as may be, which being effected you are to make Report, 
that our Orders may issue for the Vessels coming to Town. 
By Order of the Select men 
Wiviiam Coorer Town Clerk 


[28.] Capt. Sharp of Engine N. proposed Henry Swift as a 
suitable Person for his Company, in the room in the room (sic) of 
William Brown —and said Swift appearing, he was accordingly 
approved of by the Selectmen. 

Voted, that Cap‘. Sharp of Engine N°. who has applyd for 
the premium allowed by the Town, for working first upon the Fire 
which lately broke out in Charter Street, have a dr a on the Town 
Treasurer for the same. 
drawn for in Nov’. draft. see below. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 15, 1773. 
Present Mess™. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 
The following was sent to the Assessors. 


Gentlemen 
It is our opinion that the following Persons Inhabitants 

of other Towns in this Province ought to be- taxed here for the Real 
Estate they Occupy, and the Business they do here, it being 
agreeable to Law — Viz*. 

The Hon". James Russell Esq. 

Ralph Inman Esq. 

M’. Joseph Palmer 

Elisha Doane Esq. 

M’. Francis Rotch Esq. 
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William Thompson Esq. 
Alexander Brymer 
We are Gentlemen Your humble Servants 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
JOHN Hancock 
Timothy NEWELL 
OLIVER WENDELL 
JOHN Pitts 
Selectmen of Boston 
To 
The Assessors of the Town of Boston. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem’. 13, 1773. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell. 

M’. Hartley Reported that the Briggandine Beaver Cap‘. Coffin 
was so well smoked & cleansed as that she might leave the Island 
with safety, whereupon the following was given M'. Hartley and 
a Certificate given the Captain for the Governor. 


Boston December 13°. 17738. 
[29.] Mr". Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that the Brigg". Beaver Capt. 
Coffin stopt at Rainsfords Island on account of the Small 
Pox is now so well smoked and cleansed as that she may 
be permitted to leave the Island with safety to the Inhabitants. 
Our Orders are that you suffer said Vessel to depart provided 
you are satisfied for the Expence she has occasioned. The Hemp 
and other things landed must be kept till our further Orders. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
WixiiAM Coorer Town Clerk. 


May it please your Excellency 
The Brigg’. Beaver Cap‘. Coffin now at Rhode Island on 
account of the Small Pox has been so well smoked and cleansed 
as that in our opinion she may be permitted to leave the Island 
with safety to the Inhabitants if your Excell’. thinks proper. 
We are Your Excellencys Most obed'. Humble Serv*. 
Selectmen of Boston 


Boston, Decem’. 13. 1778. 
His Excellency Thom’. Hutchinson Esq. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Dec’. 18. 1773. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Austin, Pitts. 

The following was given the Keeper of Rainsfords Island in 
consequence of his Report made to the Selectmen. 


Boston Decem’. 18, 1773. 
M". Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported that the Hemp which came in the Beaver 
cap’. Coffin from London has been so well smoked and cleansed 
as that the same may be allowed to be carried off your Island 
with safety to the Inhabitants — Our Order is [30.] That you per- 
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mit said Hemp to be taken away on Monday next being first 
satisfied for the charge. 
JOHN SCOLLAY, 
Timotuy NEWELL, 
SAMUEL AUSTIN, 
JOHN Pitts 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Se:ectmen, Dec". 20, 1773. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

In consequence of a Report from the Keeper of the Almshouse 
the following was given him. 


Boston Decem’. 20, 1773. 
M’. Samuel Hartley 
The Brigg™’. Lydia Thomas Collier from Bilboa being stopt at 
Rainsfords Island on account of three Persons having had the 
Small Pox on Board also the Schooner Success Cap‘. Ignatius 
Webber from St. Lucar order’d to said Island having three of his 
People who had the Small Pox — Our Orders are that you having 
Reported to us that you had so well smoked & cleansed those 
Vessels as that they might now leave the Island with safety, that 
you accordingly permit them to depart after you have been satis- 
fied for the charge—the Briggandine for Marblehead and the 
Schooner for Cape Ann. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
WiLirAM Cooper Town Clerk 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Dec’. 22%. 1773. 
Present Mess. Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

Patrick Doudell was sent to the Almshouse by M’. Scollay 
& M". Pitts, he being an infirm Stranger & not having wherewith- 
all to support himself. 

Passed upon M’. Joseph Nowells Province Accounts & for 
Repairs of Hartleys Boat including M’. Hews, Bowles & Luckis, 
Wendel, & Harris’s Acco’. all am‘. to £. 84-7-6 as p. 
Copy on file. 


[31.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Dec’ 29. 
1773. Present Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, 
Pitts. 

M’*. Norcrost Master of Engine N°. applys for the Province 
allowed by the town for bringing their Engine to work first at the 
Fire that lately broke out at M'. Minots house in Southwicks 
Court — which was granted him accordingly. 

drawn for. 

Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/8 bushel 
and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their Charges 
Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows, Viz'*. 


lbs. oz. dr. 
A 4°, Loaf of Brown Bread # Wheat 4 Rye meal 
must weigh 2-4- 
a 4°, ditto not above 4 Indian Meal must weigh 3-- 


Bisket of a Copper price a Se 
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M’. John Kneeland informs that one Elizabeth Lewis came to 
his House as a maid, from Cape Codd. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 5, 1774. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Marshall, Austin. 

Passed upon Oliver Wendells Province Accounts amounting to 
£. 3-6/ as by Copy on file. 

Deacon Newell received of sundry Persons the interest on their 
Bonds being M". Brookers money. Viz. 


Onesip. Tileston £. 3— 
John Gran* 4— 
Joseph A on 2- 
Peter Oliver Esq. 42 
George Minot 12 
£. 63. 
Distributed as follows — Viz*. 
= ( M*. Thomson £. 3- Widow Coleman £. 1-4 
2 Lillice Young ‘6 12 Mary Biggs 18 
7, ( Mary Collins 1-4 
6-18 
= (Negro Phillis - - 1-4 Widow Wise - - - - 1-16 
E Widow Colman - - 1-4 Widow Chapel - - - 1-16 
7, ( Widow Russell - - 1-16 Widow Hutter - - - 1-16 


Carried £. 


M*®. Leblond - - £.2-8 Widow Downe- - - £. 1-16 
| | 

+ M*. Lovel - - - 1-16 M*™. Henshaw - + - = 1-16 
| 


Hancock Austin Wendell Newell 


( 
\ Widow Wakefield 2-8 M™. Chaseau 2-8 
(% "s. Gibbons 1-4 M*. Hankins 1-16 
(E". Wendell 1-16 M*. Oliver 1-16 
4 M™. Lee | 3- M*®. Loring £. 1-16 
| M’**. Nichols 6-16 Mr’. Checkley 2-8 
[32.] 
= ( M™. Ray 1-10 M™. Muggerage -18 
= « M™. Bass 1-4. S M™. Golpin | 1-4 
h 3 Me. Balland -18 
Newell__M. Whitcomb- 1-4 C.----M". Wardell - 1-4 
Bro‘. over - - - - £-- 
= (M”™. Delaplace - £.1-10 M"™. Winslow - - - 1-10 
o}M"™. Fowle- - - 2-8 M”™. Butter - - = = 1-4 
a ) M”™. Empson - - 1-4 M”™. Nuttage - - - 1-4 
= (M"™. Varney - - 1-4 


in all A ba £. 63~ 
the whole was distributed 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Jan’. 12, 1773. 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

M'. Eliot & M*. Clough complain of a Fire-place at a Shed in 
Black horse Lane near Cap‘. Foresights House, as being unsafe and 
dangerous. 

The Sextons of the Town were sent for, and cautioned against 
burying any Persons without an absolute necessity therefor, of a 
Sabbath Night. 

Passed upon D'. Myles Whitworth’s Province Account amount- 
ing to 28. 6/. as p. Copy on file — D'. has the Copy. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’’ 19, 1774. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 


Boston Ss: 

Whereas Cap*'. William Bell applyd to the Select men for leave 
to open a drain or Common Shore in Cold Line. He was directed 
to Notify the Parties concerned and the time appointed by Law 
for their objection thereto being out, he had leave to proceed. 

The Expences of said Proceeding being now laid before us 
amounting to Fifteen pounds seven Shillings & 5* + we do accord- 
ing to the Authority by Law given us, proportion the Expence to 
be paid by the Persons hereafter named according to the Sum an- 
nexed to their names as follows — Viz'. 


Cap‘. John Bradford £. 1-3-8 
M*. William Gray 1-3-8 
M’*. Benjamin Sumner Jun’. 1-8-5 
M*. Polly Brown 1-3-8 
MiGs Phillips, Widow 1-3-8 
[33.]M°. Joseph Hall 1-3-8 
M’.- Dillerue 1-3-8 
Deacon Williams 1-3-8 
Rev’. M'. Snow 1-3-8 
Estate of D'. Marshall 1-3-8 
Cap'. Morton 1-3-8 
Benjamin Star 1-3-8 
William Bell 1-3-8 
£. 15-7-8 


And we do hereby appoint Cap‘. William Bell to receive of 
the fore named Persons the several Sums affixed to their Names 
& to give discharges there for. 

JOHN SCOLLAY 
TimotHy NEWELL 
Tuomas MARSHALL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
OLIVER WENDELL 
JOHN Pirrs 
Boston Jan’. 19. 1774 Selectmen of Boston 


Boston Ss; At a Meeting of the Selectmen Jan’. 20 1774. 
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Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, 
Pitts. 
The Committee on Lamps attended. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 26. 1774. 
Present, Mess™. Scollay, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/8 p. 
Bushel and that 6°. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
charges pains and livelihood, which is computed as follows— 
Wages 


A 4". Loaf of Brown Bread 2 Wheat + Rye Meal 


Me yay Teka 


must weigh 2 4 
a 4*, ditto not above 4 Indian Meal must weigh - 3- 
Bisket of a Copper price - - - . - 4— 5 


Passed upon D'. Samuel Danforths Province accounts amount? 
in the whole to £. 190-18-2. 

Voted, that M’. Scott the Shoemaker, have a draft on the Town 
Treasurer for the allowance made him by a Jury for the value 
of his Land taken into Paddys Alley, being £. 25. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen Feb’. 2°. 1774. 
Present, Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

Passed upon Deacon Newells Province Account amounting to 
£. 14—16-2- as p. copy on file. 


[34.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 4. 
1774. Present, Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Feb’. 9, 1774. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

Passed upon M’. Samuel Austins Province Account amounting 
to £. 11-9-3- as p. Copy on file. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 16, 1774. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

M’. Elijah Adams desires to be allowed to dig Graves &°*. in 
the Burying Grounds, he being a Sexton of the New South Church 
in the room of M’. Bond deceased — also offers himself as a 
Watchman. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, & Justices, Feb’ 
17, 1774, Evening. 
A Walk or Visitation of the Town Agreed upon. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen & Justices, Feb’. 
21751774. 

Return of the State of the several Wards, was made this even- 
ing as by Papers on file. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 23’ 1774. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 
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Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat @ 6/8 p. 
bushel & that 6°. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers tor their 
Charges Pains & Livelihood which is computed as follows — Viz‘. 


A 4*. loaf of Brown Bread 3? Wheat 4+ Rye meal 


must weigh 2-4 - 
a 4°, ditto not above 4 Indian Meal must weigh 3 -‘ 
Bisket of a Copper price- - - - ----------- 4—5 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Feb’. 24, 1774. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

[35.] Passed upon m’. Samuel Hartleys Province Account 
amounting to £. 40 - 6-4 -— as p. Copy on file. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 26, 1774. 
Present,. Mess". Scollay, Austin, Pitts. 

Passed upon Mess". Box and Austins Province Acco‘. amount- 
ing to £. 18 — 19 — 94 as by Copy on file. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen March 1' Present, 
Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 


Boston, Feb’. 22, 1774 
Sir 
Sometime past the Town Clerk by Orders of the Selectmen 
wrote the Persons that owed money on Bond to the Estate of 
M". Brooker that as that Interest was by her Will committed to 
the care of the Selectmen for the benefit of the Poor they could 
not consistent with their duty let any of the Moneys lay in any 
ones hands without Real Security. You Sir was informed of this 
by a Letter from the Town Clerk & in an interview that you 
afterwards had with some of the Selectmen you said that you 
should have sufficient to discharge the Obligation which we were 
in hopes would have been done ere this. We are not solicitous to 
have the Bond taken up if we can have Real Security given for it, 
but must insist that the Money be forthwith paid or we shall 
certainly put the Bond in suit at April Court. It will be irksome 
for us to take such a step neither should we do it (as the spirit of 
the times is) on any consideration but from a motive of faithful- 
ness to our trust— we are 
Sir 
Your most hum. serv® 

JOHN SCOLLAY 

JOHN Hancock 

Timotuy NEWELL 

THomAS MARSHALL 

SAMUEL AUSTIN 

OLIVER WENDELL 

JOHN Pirts 
To Selectmen of Boston 

The Hon. Peter Oliver Esq. 
In Middleborough. 


212 Cirry Document No. 42. 


{36.}| Ordered, that the Town Clerk issue his Warrant for 
calling a Meeting on the 5’ of March for the Oration to be deliv- 
ered. 

M'. Scollay & M'. Newell a Comm®. to wait on Coll®. Hancock, 
and enquire whether the time for a ‘Town Meeting is agreable. 

Mess". Edes and Gill have the printing of the Notifications for 
March Meeting 5’ March. 

Boston March 1’ 1774 
Sir 

This is to inform you that the Selectmen have been expecting 
that agreable to your assurance you would have paid the Interest 
Money due fora long time on the Bonds given by your late 
Father which rest in their hands as residuary Legatees in the Will 
of the late M". Brookers named. 

We must again desire that you will immediately discharge the 
Interest mony at least, as we cannot permit the same to lay any 
longer, in Justice to the trust reposed in us by the said Will. 

By Order of the Select men 
Wititram Cooper Town Clerk 


to Coll’. Mills 


It was agreed with Edward Smyth to have £. 40- Ster®. for 
one year, for overseeing the Lamps & Lamplighters & delivering 
the Oyle & Wicks & other necessary. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 2°. 1774. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, 
Pitts. 

Cap‘. Franklyn of Engine N°. 9. presented, John Crosby & 
William Stevens as Engine men for his Comp’. in the room of 
John Roulston Jun’. & Samuel Breeding who have resigned — 
who were accordingly accepted. 

Capt. Sloan of Hancock Engine presented Gershom Thomas as a 
suitable Person for his Engine Comp”. who was accordingly accepted. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen March 9. 1774. 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell, Pitts. ; 

[3%. | Passed upon Henderson Inches Province Account— 
am*. to £. 12— as p. Copy on file. 

Application having been made to the Selectmen in behalf of 
John Coleman, a sick & infirm Person not an inhabitant of any 
Town in this Province, the Selectmen agreed to allow him for 
his support as much as the Province is charged with for their 
Poor at the Alms house. 

A Collection was made by the Town at their meeting on the 4 
of March Instant for Christopher Monk of Forty two pounds 
twelve Shillings & 4". which by Order of the Town was deposited 
with the Selectmen for the use of said Monk — The Selectmen 
having determined to deliver the same to him at twelve different 
times, the whole was lodged with Deacon Newell for that purpose, 
who has made him one of these Monthly payments. 
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Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, March 10’, 1774. 
Present, mess". Scollay, Newell, Austin. 

Voted, that the Town Clerk issue his Notifications for the An- 
nual Mar ch Meeting on the 14’. Ins‘. 

Voted, that Joseph Greenleaff Esq. have the printing of the 
N otifications for the March Meeting. 

Voted, that Mess™. Austin & Pitts be a Committee to wait 
upon Dr". Eliot and desire him to open the approaching Town meet- 
ing with Prayer. 

Mess". Austin & Pitts a Comm*. to see whether Major Dows 
may be accommodated with a peice of Ground in the Church 
Burying Ground in order to enlarge his ‘Tomb. 

Passed upon Paul Farmer, Keeper of the Almshouse his Prov- 
ince Accounts amounting to £. 593-6-112 & £. 45-5-1 as p. 
Copys on file. 


[38.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 
16, 1774. Present, Mess"™. Scollay, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, 
Pitts. 

Francis Vaidale of Tours in the Province of Tournay applied 
to the Selectmen for leave to open a School, in this Town to 
teach French, and having produced Credentials of his being a 
Protestant, and having attended their Assemblies which Corre- 
sponded with his own declaration. 

Hammers wanted for M’. Bangs a Sealer of Leather. 

The Selectmen received of Peter Oliver Esq. by the hands of 
Edward Lyde the Principal & Interest on M". Brookers Bond 
being £. 150-13-11- which mony by Order of the Selectmen 
was delivered to Deacon Newell — the 11 Ins‘. 

mem’. the Interest was £. 6—-7—-3- the resi’. being 144. 6. 8. Coll’. 
Marshall had upon Bond. 

M’. Austin & M". Pitts a Committee to view the North burying 
Ground, and give directions as to the repairs of the Wall as they 
may Judge proper. 

M’. Wendell desired to procure a Bull for the Common. 

M’. Holbrook master of the Writing School in the Common 
apply’d to the Selectmen for an assistant his Usher M’. Fenno 
having resigned. 

The Selectmen upon the recommendation of M*. Holbrook have 
permitted him to take Andrew Cunningham as his assistant & 
he to be allowed by him the Towns allowance of £. 34- p. Annum. 

A New Assize ordered. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, March 23%. 1774. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 
The Selectmen received of M’. John Grant £. 4— being one 
years Interest on M". Brookers Bond ending 23°. March, 1774. 

Deacon Newell had it. 

The Selectmen received of Joseph Aterton of Harvard Twelve 
pounds lawful Money for Interest on Brookers Bond ending 20° 
Feb’. 1774 — Deacon Newell had. 

Coll’, Marshall received of Deacon Newell Treasurer of M™. 
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Brookers Donation to Poor Widows 144.6. 8. for which [89.] He 
gave Bond dated 16' March 1774. 

M’. Carter Master of School house in Queen Street acquainted 
the Selectmen that the House the Widow of the late M’. Procter 
lived in is now empty, and that he is desirous of going into it as 
soon as may be. 

The Select men consented that M*. Carter should have the 
House, and Deacon Newell & M’. Pitts are appointed a Committee, 
to order the necessary Repairs. 

-Mem?®. M’. Treasurer has received of Deacon Newell £. 4-—2-7- 
moneys received of Thomas Davis of Barnstable for D'™. Whit- 
worths attendance at the Hospital, which the D*. had a draft for-— 
The Treasurer is to C’. the Town for the same. 

M*. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed by an 
Order dated Jan’. 28, 1774 to receive one John Colman not an 
Inhabitant of any Town in this Province, who is sick and has not 
wherewithall to support himself. 

Order signed by M"*. Scollay & Deacon Newell Selectmen & 
Deacon Barrett an Overseer. 

Mess®. Oliver, Bicher, Deshon, Greenleaff, Hurst apply for 
Licenses as Vendue Masters, also M’. Russel & Hunter, Gould, 
Church, Fellows, Simons. 

Ordered, that the ‘town Clerk issue a Warrant for the calling a 
Town Meeting on the 30. Instant, 12 O Clock at Noon, on the 
business of a Town Clerk. 

Voted, that M*. Byles have the printing of the Notifications for 
said Meeting. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 29. 1774. 
Present, Mess®. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

Coll®. Marshall & M’. Pitts a Committee to veiw Sea Street, and 
to Report what is proper to be done, M’. Austin added to the Com- 
mittee. | 

[40.] M’. Putnam upon application had liberty to open a drain 
near his House in Summer Street to the Common Shore he taking 
care to restore the Ground and payment to the satisfaction of the 
Selectmen. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 30’, 1774. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/4 p. 
bush. and that 6°. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
charges, pains, and livelihood which is computed as follows, Viz'. 
bs. oz. dr. 


1 
A 4°, loaf of brown Bread 3 Wheat $ Rye Meal 


must weigh fee bu eit 
a 4‘. ditto not above 4 Indian meal Sor ShGe ke 
Bisket of a Copper price Tr 


M". Smith was directed to get M’. John Hinckley Blacksmith to 
{relieve?] such of the Lamp Irons as he may Judge require it. 
William Sharp is appointed by the Selectmen to remove any 
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Dirt Timber or other Incumbrances which may be laid upon the 
Neck. 

The Town Clerk is directed to insert in the News Papers that 
part of the Law relative to Lamps which relates to the removing 
Boards &°. which distract the sight of the Lamps. 


Boston Ss. At a meeting of the Selectmen March 31, 1774. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

The Selectmen having considered, the Petitions of three Gen- 
tlemen who had been Licensed the last year as Vendue Masters 
for this Town agreable to a Law of the Province, did as on the 
Yesterday approve of all those who served in that place the last 
year, together with M’. David Simons, in the room of one who 
declined accepting the choice the last Year & the Town Clerk is 
directed to make out their respective Licenses as soon as may be. 


[41.] Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, April 6,1774. 
Present, Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

M*. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse was directed to 
receive into the Almshouse on the Province Acc’. one John 
Stewart to be supported there, he being sick & infirm & not having 
where with all to support himself—Order signed by MT". Scollay and 
Newell, two of the Selectmen. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen. April 8, 1774. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 13, 1774. 
Present Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Wendell, Pitts. 

William Dorrington Keeper of the Hospital at New Boston, gave 
in an Inventory of the Necessary Articles, now belonging to said 
Hospital, in his keeping —as on file. 

M’. M°.fadden gave ina List of the Cows which feed upon the 
Common, as on file. 

_M"*. John. Ballard Master of Engine N°. 1. having as the Select- 
men are informed by M'*. Bently declined serving as he purposes 
to reside wholly at the Eastward, where he now is, and the 
Engine Company having recommend M’. Joshua Bently as a 
proper Person to be appointed Master of said Engine ; the Select- 
men have accordingly appointed him. and the Clerk is directed to 
make out his Orders. 

M’. Bently proposed Newbery Clough & William Dyer for 
Engine Men in the room of John Ballard & John Richardson — 
who were accordingly accepted by the Selectmen. 

D*. Wendell, & M". Pitts, with Col® Hancock a Comm’. to 
view the Bank before his House, and order such repairs as they 
think proper — also to view the Common where the Carts with 
Bricks from the Old Powder House have passed, and to see that 
the damage done by these Carts, is repaired. 


[42.] Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, April 20. 
1774. Present Mess’. Marshall, Wendell. 
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Orders were given Joshua Bently Master of Engine N°’. 1 —of 
the common Tenor — his Engine is kept by the Old North Meeting 
House — has 19 men with himself — viz'. 


Joshua Bently Orcut Shaw 
Thomas Marble Benjamin Cushing 
Richard Grant John Hughes 
Timothy Atkins Jonathan Brown 
Thomas Christy Walter Piper 

B. Ballard Jolin Richardson 
William Brown James Baird 

John Bryant Josiah Brown 
Newbury Clough William Dyer 


James Robins 

Maj‘. Barbour acquaints the Selectmen that he is in want of 
a Flag for the North Battery — and informed that the Magazine 
& Wall of said Battery is out of repair. 

Coll°. Marshall & D'. Wendell appointed a Committee to view 
the Fence on the Neck. 

Maj‘. Barbour was directed to procure a Flag for North Bat- 
tery, agreable to his request. 

M’. Scollay & Newell a Committee to agree with M‘. Corbit for 
the hire of his Ground where the Hay Engine stands which M’. 
Bayly says M’. Corbit will let for £. 10 — p. annum. 

M’. Scollay & M*. Wendell a Committee to procure a Stove for 
Master Lovels School. 

Deacon Newell M"*. Scollay & M’. Austin a Comm. to enquire 
into the Circumstances of a Boy at the Alms house by the name 
of James Tant — his reputed Father William Tant — his Mother 
Elizabeth Thompson. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, April 26, 1774. 
Present Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

[43.] Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 
6/4 p. bushel, and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers 
for their Charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as 
follows —viz'. 


lb. oz. dr. 

A 4°. Loaf of Brown Bread 3? Wheat 4 Rye meal must 
weigh - - - - - - b re 66 6G 66 
a 4°. ditto not above 4 Indian meal must weigh - ‘ “ ¢& 
Bisket of a Copper price 66 e os HOE 


M’. Nathaniel Corbit has agreed with the Selectmen for the 
hire of the Ground the Hay Engine stands upon at the rate of 
£.10 — p. annum, for so long a time as the Selectmen shall occupy 
the same — the rent to commence from 4' of April Ins‘. M’. 
Corbit is to give 8 months warning for the removal of the Engine 
if he should have occasion to make Sale of the Land — 

Thomas Hoadly admitted a Watchmen in the New Boston 
Watch under Constable Torry in the room of one Dayly. 

Mr. Isaac Pearce appointed to warn poor & vagrant Persons 
out of ‘Town — M’.. Love being dead —and the Clerk is directed 
to make out his Orders — | = 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen May 4, 1774. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

M’*. Benjamin Henderson having satisfied the Selectmen that 
he had paid in the full Tax of 1772. agreable to a Vote of the 
Town and desiricg his Bonds for that Year may be delivered him, 
the Clerk was directed to deliver them accordingly — 

Coll®’. Marshall appointed to procure 5 set of New Hammers for 
Sealing of Leather, for the 5. Sealers of Leather, the same to be 
number’d. | 

M’. Elijah Adams Sexton of the New South Church was ap- 
pointed to the care of the Old Burying Place & the Burying 
Ground near the Granary. 

Town Clerk ordered to issue a Warrant for Town Meeting 
Tuesday next the 10’. Ins‘. 10. O Clock. 

[44.] Deacon Newell & M’. Pitts a Comm. to invite M’. 
Lothrop, D'. Cooper whose turn it is being out of Town to open 
the Meeting with Prayer. 

Mess™. Fleets to have the printing of Notifications. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 7, 1774. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Austin, Pitts. 

Information having been given the Selectmen that the Brigg”. 
Benjamin Smith master, has been stopt at Rainsfords 
Island, one Person having been buried out of ber with the Small 
Pox and another sick on board. the following was given M*. Hart- 
ley Keeper of the Hospital. 


Boston May 7, 1774 
M"*. Samuel Hartley 
There being a Briggandine stopt at your Island with the 
Small Pox who left Liverpool 8 Weeks past — Benjamin Smith 
master which Vessel is owned in Plymouth — Our directions are 
that you proceed in the usual manner in cleansing the Vessel, 
taking out upon Deck all the Crates &°. between Decks, and airing 
them. The man sick on board will have a Doctor sent down, and 
if he can be removed with safety, to the Hospital, Dr. Whitworth 
will acquaint you— Before the Man is taken on shore the 
Workmen must leave the Island You must suffer no one to leave 
the Vessel or to come on board without our permission, and in 
every respect to behave with due caution that the C'. we have 
obtained by preventing a spread of the Distemper in times past 
may not be lost— Let us know the State of things, when you 
will have further directions. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Wii1amM Cooper Town Clerk. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 11, 1774. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall. , 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 18, 1774. 
Present Mess. Scollay, Marshall, Wendell, Pitts. 

[45.] M’. Hartley attended, and informed, that one William 
Hearsy a Son of Hearsey in this Town, sent down by M’, Scollay. 
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with the Small Pox is in want of necessaries, and desired or- 
ders to supply him, whereupon. the following Letter was sent M’. 
Hartley. 
Boston, May 18, 1774 
M*. Samuel Hartley 
As M"*. Hearseys Son sent down to Rainsfords Island with the 
Small Pox is in want of necessaries, you are desired to procure the 
same as cheap as possible, and we shall reimburst you for the same. 
By Order of the Select men 
Wirir1am Cooper Town Clerk. 


Passed upon M". Samuel Hartleys Province Account amounting 
to £. 10-4/- as p. Copy on file. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen which was 12’ May, 
1774. Present, Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

Voted, that the Town Clerk be directed to issue his Orders for 
a Town Meeting May 12 —11. O Clock. 

Mess". Edes & Gill had .the printing of the Notifications. 


The following Letter was sent M’. Hartley. 
Boston, May 12, 1774 
M’. Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported tous by Letter that Cap‘. Smiths Brigg”. is 
sufticiently smoked and cleansed & that she may come to Town 
without danger to the Inhabitants it is our Orders that you give 
her one more smoking & let her leave the Island on Saturday next 
after being satisfied for your trouble. 
JOHN SCOLLAY 
TimotHy NEWELL 
THomas MARSHALL 
SAMUEL AUSTIN 
JouN Pitts 
Selectmen of Boston 


P.S. Putting the Goods taken from between Decks, on the 
Island untill further Orders. 


A Certificate was given the Governor near the Common tenor. 
Passed upon D'. Danforths Province Acco’. amounting as p. 
copy on file to £. 274-2-10. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, May 26, 1774. 
Present, Mess™. Newell, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

[46.] Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6 74 
p. bushel, and that 6%. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for 
their Charges Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows — 
Viz. 


a 4°, Loaf Brown Bread 3? Wheat + qi HIe ete 
weigh - - < . 

a 44, ditto not above + Teen Weigh . a ALi 2 Sk oT 

Bisket of a Copper price - - - - aa eA Sy 6 


lb. OZ. dr. 


66 66 66 
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Passed upon William Todds Province Acco'. amounting asp. 
Copy on file to £. 4. 


Boston, May 26, 1774 
M’. Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that the Crates of Ware brought in 
Cap’. Smiths Brigg™®. are sufficiently smoked and aired, you are 
permitted to bring them up to Boston, taking care that you are 
first satisfied as to the charge. 
By Order of the Select men 
WirtrtiamM Coorer Town Clerk 


Voted, that the Town Clerk have a draft for £. 20. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen June 1, 1774. Pres- 
ent, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

Passed upon Timothy Newells Province Account amounting as 
by Copy on file to £. 12-8-4— & 12 / more. 

Mess". Barker, Fowle, Stevens, W™. & Thomas Sharp, Hoadly 
& Ayres, attended, and agreed with the Selectmen that they 
would continue Lamp Lighters thro’ the Winter. 

Issued a Warrant to Mess®. Daws & Homer to Survey the 
Chimnies of a House in Short Street owned by M*. Marston. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 4, 1774. 
Present, Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 
Whereas several of the Captains of the Militia have desired the 
lent [ ?] of the Towns Arms to exercise their Companys Coll’. Mar- 
shall & Deacon Newell are appointed a Committee to deliver out 
the same, and take security for the return of them. 
4'7.] Passed upon Allen & Ruggles Province accuunt amount- 
ing to £. 7-15-9-, as p. Copy. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 8, 1774. 
Present, Mess™. Newell, Marshall, Pitts. 
Voted, that the Clerk deliver M’. Hollyday his Bonds for 1772. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 15, 1774. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

M". Bayley apply’d for liberty to open a Drain from his House 
near the North Battery into the Common Shore. 

Liberty was accordingly granted, he making good the Pavement, 
and the Ground to the satisfaction of the Selectmen. 

Application being made by the Friends & Relations of Nathan 
Shute that he may be permitted to go in the Country to the House 
of Eben". Shute of Malden for his better health & that they will 
make such addition to the Province support as may be necessary. 
M*. Farmer was directed to permit his going out. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 22%. 1774. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Pitts. 
M’. Edwards appeared & acquainted the Selectmen that M’. 
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Robinson had no further use for the lower Stalls he had hired 

on the South side of the Market — viz’. N. 15-16-17—18-19- 
mem?®. ae is obliged by his Lease to give a Quarters warning. 
An Order to Mess™. Bennett & Symms Constables to observe 

these Persons who may sell Strong Drink as p. Copy on file. 


Boston June 22%, 1774, 
Mr’. Samuel Hartley 
You having Reported to us that one Robert Shaw who has had 
the Small Pox at your Island, has been so well cleansed as that 
he may be permitted to leave the Island with safety— Our Orders 
are that you permit him to come off not taking anything with him 
but is well aired & cleansed. 
By Order of the Select men 
WitiiaAM Cooper Town Clerk. 


[48.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, June 24, 
1774. Present, Mess™. Scollay, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

Voted, that there be a visitation of the Free Schools in this 
Town on Wednesday the Day of July next, and that the 
following Gentlemen be invited to accompany the Selectmen there- 
in, and that they be notified to attend at the Select mens Chamber 
at 8 OClock in the Morning of said Day in order to proceed on 
the visitation. 


The Hon’. James Bowdoin M*. Howard 
James Pitts Esq. M’. How 
The Representatives of the M*. Gorden 
Town— M’. Ward 
John Barret Esq. Cap‘. Frazier 
M’. W™. Whitwell M’. Stephen Minot 
The Town Treasurer Mr’. Samuel Bass 
The Rev?.Charles Chauncy D.D. Nath'. Taylor Esq. 
Mather Byles D.D. M*. John Amory 
Andrew Eliot D.D. M’. Peter Hughes 
Samuel Cooper D.D. Arnold Wells Esq. 
Ebenezer Pemberton Meletiah Boune Esq. 
Del): D*. John Greenleaff 
Samuel Mather D.D. M’. Daniel Parker 
John Hunt M’. Joseph Hall 
John Bacon M". Peter Boyer 
M’. Lothrop M’. Eliphalet Fitch 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen June 29, 1774 
Present Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Pitts. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/74 p. 
Bushell and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
charges, Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows — Viz*. 


Ib. oz. ~ dr. 

a 4°. Loaf Brown Bread 2 Wheat + Rye Meal 
must weigh bhvpabter Lee 
a 4 ditto not above § Indian Meal must weigh so 66 


Bisket of a Copper price ce beige te 
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M". Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse has liberty to put his 
Cows into the Church Burying Ground at Nights. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 2% 1774 
Present Mess. Scollay, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

[49.] M*. Wentworth who is in possession of a House be- 
longing to the Town near Boston Neck has informed the Select- 
men that application has been made to him by Maj’. Goldthwait 
for the improvement of said House as a Guard House; where upon 
the Select men informed M*. Wentworth that as Officers of the 
Town they could not consent to any such improvement of the 
Towns Estate — 

The Selectmen having received a Letter from the Comm’. of 
Correspondence of the Town of Windham in Connecticut, by M*. 
Howard & Comp”. accompanied with the Resolutions of said Town 
at their Meeting 28’. Ultimo relative to the present distress of the 
Town of Boston occasioned by the late cruel Port Bill, in which 
they have not only expressed their sympathy by Letter, but have 
generously sent for the relief of the distressed in this Town 258 
Sheep— but as the Town of Boston at a late meeting impowered 
the Overseers to receive all such Donations — the Selectmen have 
assigned said Sheep to the care & disposal of the same Comm®, in 
concert with a Comm. of the Town on Ways & means for imploy- 
ing the Poor. see below — 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen June 4, 1774. 
Present, Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 


Boston July 24, 1774 

Gentlemen 

We received by M*. Howard your very kind obliging and Sym- 
pathetick Letter accompanying avery generous & acceptable do- 
nation for the Poor of the Town of Boston. We cannot but with 
the utmost feelings of gratitude applaud the noble spirit that ap- 
pears in the respectable Town of Windham on this occasion, a 
spirit truly characteristick of New England men descended from 
Ancestors the most worthy of imitation & aplause. That our 
situation in this Town is truly deplorable needs no comment; that 
for a single supposed trespass our whole Foreign Trade to be ani- 
hilated & thousands of persons that depended on their dayly 
labour for their Bread to be reduced to a state of extreme want; 
and superadded to all this to have a military force introduced 
among us to insult us in our distress, is a measure that must mark 
the present administration. But amidst [50O.] Our sufferings it is 
a great aleviation that all our Sister Colonies have adopted these 
sufferings as their own, and that from them we may expect all 
that relief & assistance that such an opinion must inspire but to 
none are we more obliged than to the Colony of Connecticut & the 
several Towns therein that have distinguished themselves on this 
occasion. May the blessing of him that is ready to perish come 
upon all those that with a liberal hand are dealing out their 
bounty to the distressed Poor of this devoted Town who not with- 
standing what they already suffer are ready & willing to suffer 
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yet more rather than give up their Birth right Priviledges, permit 
us Gentlemen in behalf of this Town to return you our sincere 
thanks for this token of your good will & to subscribe ourselves. 
Your Brethren & most Hum. Serv*. 
J. ScoLLay 
T. NEWELL 
T. MarsHaLu 
Bens®. AUSTIN 
OLIvER WENDELL 
JOHN Pirts 
Selectmen of Boston 
To 
The Gentlemen Selectmen of Windham 
in Connecticut Colony 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 6, 1774. Pres- 
ent Mess. Scollay, Newell, Austin, Marshall, Wendell, Pitts. 

The Selectmen proceeded with the Gentlemen invited to a visit- 
ation of the publick Schools ; but upon account of the present dis- 
tress, the Dinner usual on such days was laid aside. 

Passed upon M’*. Samuel Hartleys Province Account amounting 
as p. Copy on file to 23. 10/7 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen July 12, 1774, Pres- 
ent Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Austin. 

The Hayward was directed to fat the Bull, which is unruly in 
order to its being killed for the Almshouse. 

Voted, that the Assize of Bread be altered & a new Assize 
given out by the Clerk. 


Ib. OZ. 
a Loaf 2 Wheat } Rye or Indian to weigh - - 2- 6 
4 Indian } Rye - - - - - - - 3— 6- 


[51.] Passed upon the old List of Licensed Persons, and 
made Return to the Sessions accordingly. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen July 18,1774, Pres- 
ent Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Wendell. 

Agreed to go down to Rainsfords Island to view the Hospital. 

Passed upon M*. Paul Farmers Province Accounts amounting 
as by Copy on file to £. 446-9- 2 & £, 35-11-11 as p. Copys 
on file. ; 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen at Deer Island, July 
20, 1774. Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Hancock, Marshall, 
Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

Passed upon ‘Thomas Moores Province Acco‘. am’. as to £.—— 


Passed upon Abraham Rogers Province Acc*. am’. as p. 
to £. 
Passed upon Deacon Newells Province Acco’. amount as p. —— 
to £. 
Passed upon —— —— ——— —— —— —— 
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Passed upon Samuel Hartleys Province Account amounting as 
to £. 


p- 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen July 23,1774 Pres- 
ent Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts.. 

The Town Clerk is directed to issue a Warrant for a Town 
Meeting — 

Voted, that Daniel Kneeland have the printing of the Notifi- 
eation. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen July 27. 1774 
Present Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

Passed upon Accompts. 

[52.] Ordered that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat 6/p. 6 
bushel, and that 6°. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows, Viz‘. 


a 4*, Loaf Brown Bread 3? Wheat 4 Rye or Indian to 


WOlOM ear ee mo eer im ee atom ye Dae Qe 
a4? ditto- - - - $Indian} Rye - - - - - - 38-6- 
Voted 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen July 30° 1774. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Newell, Austin, Pitts. 

Ordered, that upon the Complaint of the Bakers the Assize be 
altered, and that the Bread be set at Wheat at 6/4 p. bushel, 
and that 6°. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their charges 
Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows, Viz*. 


Ibs... OZ 
a 4°. Loaf Brown Bread # Wheat + Rye & Indian Meal 
LOO WENO Cem este ee et te eet leat seem ede eh Gy 
a4‘, Ditto - - - - $ Indian 4 Rye Meal - - - 38-6- 


It is agreed to allow the Pavers employed in repairing the 
publick Streets, 8.°. p. yard for paving and the Labourers 2/8 p. 
Day — those who pick up the Stones are to have 20°. /. old tenor — 
p. Day. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Aug*. 1, 1774 
Present Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Austin, Pitts. 

Agreed with a number of Pavers and Labourers for paving the 
Streets, at the foregoing rates. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Aug*. 3, 1774 — 
A.M. Present Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

Several Persons attended, who complain’d of ill treatment from 
some Officers the of last Month — viz. M'’. Fullerton Bur- 
ton & Smith 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Aug*. 3°. 1774. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 
The Town Clerk was -directed to deliver M*. Benjamin Gray a 
Collector of Taxes for 1772, the Bonds he signed for the faithful 
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discharge of his duty, he having paid the several Collectors for the 
Tax of said year. 

Maj’. Dawes had liberty to build a Tomb in the old Burying 
Place in a vacant peice of Ground. 

[53.] Major Small Ad. Camp to Earl Percy attended with two 
Officers of 4‘ Regiment viz". 

when the Officers acknowledged the offence 

committed by them against some of the Inhabitants at the late 
affray at New Boston the of July last at about 9 or 10. 
O Clock that Evening ; expressed their concern that too cheerful 
a Glass should betray them into such a behavior which they 
should carefully avoid for the future, and beg’d the interposition of 
the Selectmen to prevent any prosecution or law suits in conse- 
quence of their conduct. the Selectmen acquainted the Major that 
the Persons who had complained to them would be satisfied with 
this acknowledgment; and the Major expressed his obligation to 
the Selectmen for their kindness in this accommodation, and as- 
sured them that agreeable to their desire his utmost care would 
not be wanting to prevent such cause of offence to the Inhabitants 
in any future time. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Aug‘. 10° 1774 
Present Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Wendell, Pitts. 

M*. Dyer appeared and craved leave to open a Drain from 
Purchase Street, near the Admirals House, when liberty was 
granted upon condition of the Ground & Pavements being made 
good, to the satisfaction of the Selectmen. 

The Town of Charlestown by M’*. Seth Sweetser the Town 
Clerk by Letter promise to indemnify this Town from any charge 
that may arise on Mrs. Mary Cook who is an Inhabitant of 
Charlestown, whiles she resides in Boston — as p. Letter on 
file. 

M’. William Payne from Barnstable applys to the Selectmen for 
leave to open a School in this Town for teaching English Gram- 
mar Writing & Arithmetick. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Aug’. 138, 1774 
Present Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, 
Pitts. 

In consequence of a Billet received Yesterday [54.] From 
Governor Gage, all the Selectmen saving Coll®. Hancock waited 
on him this Day between Twelve and one O’Clock at the Proy- 
ince House, being introduced by his Aid de Camp. The Governor 
upon coming into the room where we were standing, without any 
ceremony of any kind, said, the reason of his sending for us, 
were contained ina Paper he had in his hand which he would 
read to us, the contents were, — ‘* that he had received from 
England the two acts of Parliament lately passed in which was 
inserted a Clause for bidding the calling Town Meetings without 
special license from the Governor: ” after he had read this Paper 
he produced the Act of Parliament and turned to the Clause, and 
gave it to the Selectmen to read ——after the same was read, the 
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Governor observed, ‘‘ that as he was soon to go out of Town 
he chose to give us this Information that if a Town Meeting 
should be wanted, upon our application to him if he should Judge 
it expedient he would allow one to be called”? —we told him 
that at present we had no need of calling a Town Meeting for we 
had two now alive by Adjournment, one of them to be some time 
this month, the other to be held in October. On this information he 
looked serious and said ‘* he must think upon that,” adding ‘‘ that 
by thus doing we might keep the Meetings alive for ten years,” 
we told him the Adjournment of those Meetings was not the Act 
of the Selectmen but of the Town, and that we were Officers, 
chosen by the Town to manage the prudentials of it, who had 
our duty laid down in the Law of Province, — that we had al- 
ways endeavoured to do our duty conformable to the Laws and 
hoped we always should — onour so saying he said, & we thought 
with some degree of temper, ‘‘ that he was determined to enforce 
those Acts of Parliament, and that if any bad consequences en- 
sued, we must be answerable and not he.” 


[55.] BostonSs: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Aug*. 17, 
1774, Present Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, 
Pitts. 

The Selectmen having acted upon the List of Taveners & Re- 
tailers for the last year, the same was returned to M*. Goldthwait 
Clerk of the Sessions, with the doings of the Selectmen thereon, 
as p. Copy on file — they now considered the Petitions presented, 
when the following Persons were approbated by the Selectmen — 
Viz' 


Sarah Bean - - - to keep Tavern at the Admiral Vernon. 

John Crosby - - - to Retail at his Shop near y*. White 
Horse S.E.°. 

John Durant - - do - do - ~- near the above S.E. 

Jennet Trail - - do - do - - near  Winnesimet Fery 
N.E. 

Jacob Thayer - - do - do - - near South Battery. 

Charles Cobbet - do - do - - in Middle Street N.E. 

Joseph Shed - - do - do - - near Old South Meeting 

Elizabeth Warden do - do - - near two Palaviras, N. E. 

Samuel Web - do - do - - in Queen Street. 

Mary M°.Carty - do - do - - Fore Street North End. 

Sarah Chadwill - do - do - - near Tylers Ship Yard, 
N.E. 

Andrew Campbell - do - do - - near White Horse, S.E. 

John Ingersoll - do - do - - at Wheelwrights Wharff. 

Mary Lovel - do - do - - at Marshalls Lane. 

Susannah Bacon - do - do - - near Bulls Wharff S.E. 

Rachel Love - - do - do - - near M*. Byles Meet®. 
House. 

Dorcas Griffiths - do - do - - Head of Hancocks Wharff. 

Abigail Frost - - do - do - - near Tylers Ship Yard 

George Thomas - do - do - - near M*. Mathers Meet. 


house 


226 Ciry Document No. 42. 

David Newhall - do - do - - near Charlestown Ferry 
John Bryant - - do - do - - Paddys Alley or Street 
Mary Popkins - - do - do - - Wentworths Wharff. 
Thomas Waido - do - do - - Long Wharff. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Augt. 23, 1774 
Present Mess". Scollay, Newell. Marshall, Wendell, Pitts. 

Benjamin Austin Esq. of y°. Comm. on Ways & Means, ap- 
ply’d to the Selectmen for liberty to open a Brick Kiln on the 
[56.] West side of the Neck — Liberty was accordingly granted 
it appearing to the Selectmen, to be a very useful Undertaking in 
the present emergency. M’. Austin also apply’d to know how 
their Committee might repair the Street at the South End, called 
Sea Street so as to benefit the Town. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Aug’. 24, 1774. 
Present Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, 
Pitts. 

M’. Smith, Lamp Lighter, apply’d to the Selectmen and ac- 
quainted them he expected to be paid according to Agreement 
although the Lamps had not been lighted the last Quarter — M’. 
Newell & M'. Pitts were appointed a Committee to inspect the 
Towns Powder, and make Report. 

Mess"™. Scollay and Newell, appointed a Committee to write to 
Marblehead and Malden for payment of their Hospital Accounts. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Aug*. 31, 1774. 
Present Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

Whereas it was agreed with M". Edward Smith to take the care 
of the Town Lamps for twelve months he to receive the sum of 
Forty Pounds Ster®. for that term of time, and whereas £. 13—6-8- 
lawful mony has been paid him for one quarter, & another quarter 
expires this day; but by reason of the distress occasioned by the 
Boston Port Bill, the Lamps have not been light the last Quarter— 
therefore, 

Voted, that m’. Smith have a draft for said last Quarter as tho’ 
the service had been performed he having engaged to perform said 
service in any future time when called upon for that purpose, it be- 
ing his intention and agreement to perform the service at the rate 
he had engaged for a twelve month, when the Town shall think 
proper to have the Lamps again lighted; and to consider this 2°. 
Quarters pay as so much advanced on account of service, which re- 
mains still to be performed by him, when called upon for that purpose. 

In the mem’. Book he has signed his Name to such a Writing as 
the above. 

57. |] Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/4 p. 
Bushel, and that 6°. p. Bushel, be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows, Viz'. 


Ib. oz. dr. 
a 4", Loaf of Brown Bread # bee 4 He or Indian 
Meal - - - - . - 2-6- 
a4‘. ditto $ Indian & $ Rye - - - - aii Bees 


Bisket of a Copper price - - 5 2 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Sep". 7, 1774. 
Present Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Wendell, Pitts. 

Joseph Pope an Infant Child of a Stranger whose Parents have 
absconded, being left destitute, was sent to the Alms house on 
Province Account. | 

Edward Power a Child of a Stranger belonging to one of the 
Men of War, being left by the Mother at D". Churches Entry, was 
also sent to the Alms house on the Province Acco‘. by two Select- 
men viz’. M’. Scollay & M*. Newell. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, Sep’. 6, 1774. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, 
Pitts. 

The Select men made the following application tothe Governor 
which was read to him by the Town Clerk, viz'. 


May it please your Excellency 

The Selectmen of the Town of Boston now wait on your 
Excellency to acquaint you, that the Inhabitants of the Town are 
much alarmed to find that your Excellency has ordered the break- 
ing up the Ground near the Fortification on the Neck, and the 
Selectmen would beg of your Excell’. to explain your design in 
this extraordinary Movement that they may thereby have it in 
their power to quiet the Minds of the People. 


To the above the Governor reply’d to the following purpose— 

[58.] That he had no intention of stoping up the Avenue to the 
Town or of obstructing the Inhabitants or any of the Country 
People, coming or going out of the Town as usual, that he had 
taken his measures and should pursue them; and that he was de- 
termined to protect his Majestys Subjects & his Majestys Troops 
in this Town, and that he had no intuition of any thing hostile 
against the Inhabitants of the Town. 

The following was handed to the Governor by the Town Clerk, 
that he might object if he had been taken up wrong. but he 
having approved of the reply, the Clerk was ordered to publish 
the same in the publick Prints. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, Sep’. 8’ 1774 
Present Mess. Scollay, Newell, Hancock, Austin. 

The Town Clerk was directed to wait on the Governor, acquaint- 
ing him that the Selectmen had business & would wait upon him 
this Afterncon. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Sep’. 9, 1774 
Present: Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Hancock, Austin, Wendell, 
Pitts. 

The Selectmen agreed upon the following address to Governor 
Gage, which was read & presented to him by the Town Clerk on 
Fryday last. the Select men being present — Viz*. 


May it please your Excellency 
The Selectmen of Boston at the earnest desire of a num- 
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ber of Gentlemen of the Town and Country, again wait on 
your Excellency to acquaint you that since our late Application 
the apprehensions of the People not only of this but of the neigh- 
bouring Towns, are greatly increased by observing the design of 
erecting a Fortress at the entrance of the Town, and of reducing 
this Metropolis in other respects to the state [59. | Of a Garrison — 
this with complaints lately made of abuse from some of the 
Guards posted in that quarter in assaulting and forceably detain- 
ing several Persons who were peaceably passing in and out of the 
Town, may discourage the market People from coming in with 
their Provisions as usual, and oblige the Inhabitants to abandon 
the Town. This event we greatly deprecate as it will produce 
miseries which may hurry the Province into Acts of Desperation. 

We should therefore think ourselves happy, if we could satisfy 
the People that your Excellency would suspend your present 
design and not add to the distresses of the Inhabitants occasioned 
by the Port Bill, that of Garrisoning the Town. 

JouHn Scotuay Chairman of the Selectmen. 


To which his Excellency was pleased to return the following 
answer. 


Gentlemen, 

When you lately applied to me respecting my ordering some 
Cannon to be placed at the entrance of this Town, which you 
term the erecting a Fortress; I so fully expressed my Sentiments, 
that I thought you was satisfied the People had nothing to fear 
from that measure, as no use would be made thereof, unless their 
hostile Proceedings should make it necessary, but as you have 
this Day acquainted me, that their fears are rather increased, I 
have thought proper to assure you, that I have no intention to pre- 
vent the free Egress and Regress of any Person to and from the 
Town, or of reducing it to the State of a Garrison, neither shall I 
suffer any under my command to injure the Person or Property 
of any of his Majestys Subjects — But as it is my duty, so it 
shall be my endeavor to preserve the peace, and to promote the 
happiness of every Individual; and J earnestly recommend to you, 
and every Inhabitant, to cultivate the same spirit— and heartily 
wish they may live quietly and happily in the Town. 

Tuomas GAGE 

Boston September 9, 1774 

To the Gentlemen Selectmen of the Town of Boston. 


[60.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Sep’. 14, 
1774 Present Mess". Newell, Hancock, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 
Passed upon several Accounts. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem’. 19, 1774. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

A Precept having been received for the choice of Representa- 
tives for the General Court to be held on Wednesday the 5’. Day 
of October. 

Voted, that the Clerk be directed to issue his Warranty for 
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a ‘Town Meeting to be held on Wednesday 21’ Day of Sep’. 
next. 

Voted, that Mess". Scollay & Austin a Comm*. to wait upon 
D*. Mather to open the Meeting with Prayer. 

M". Greenleaff had the printing of the Notifications. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Sep’. 21, 1774. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell, Pitts. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen Septem’. 24, 1774. 
Present Mess’. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell. 

The Committee of Correspondence were present, and a joint 
Vote agreed upon to be sent the Contractors for erecting Barracks. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem’. 26, 1774. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Wendell, 
Pitts. 

The Committee of Correspondence being Join’d in a Comm. 
of the Selectmen, a Motion was made, & the Question put, Viz*‘. 
Whether this Joint-Committee adhere to their Vote of the 24". 
Ins’. respecting the Building Barracks &*. passed in the Affirma- 
tive unanimously. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Sep’. 27, 1774. 
Present Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Marshall, Pitts. 
The Committee of Correspondence, present. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Septem". 27, 1774. 
P.M. Mess™ Scollay, Newell, Hancock, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 
The Committees of several Towns met at Faneuil Hall. 


[61.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Sep’. 28, 
1774 Present Mess" Hancock, Marshall, Pitts. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Oct™ 5, 1774. 
Present, Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Pitts. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/4 p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges pains & livelihood, which is computed as follows — Viz’. 


Ibs. 
a4. Loaf of Brown Bread ? Wheat + Rye or Indian 
Meal - - - - - - - - 2- 4— 
a 4", ditto } Indian & 3 Rye - - - - - 3- 6- 
Bisket of a Copper price - - - - vices 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Oct’. 8,1774. Pres- 
ent Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo’. 11, (12". in 
margin) 1774. Present Mess"™. Scollay, Austin. 
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Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen Octo". 18, 1774. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Newell, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

Voted, that the Perambulation of the Line betwixt Roxbury 
and this Town on Thursday next 10. O Clock Before Noon, and 
that a Letter be wrote to the Selectmen as usual, and a Dinner 
provided at M’. Greatons of Roxbury. D’. Eliot, Cooper, MT’. 
Adams & Gorden to be invited. Paper on file 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo" 19, 1774 
Present Mess’. Scollay, Marshall, Wendell, Pitts. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo". 26, 1774. 
Present, Mess"™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat 6/8 p. bush; 
& that 6°. p. bush. be allowed to the Bakers for their charges 
Pains & Livelihood which is computed as follows — Viz'. 


A 4*. Loaf brown Bread ? Wheat + Rye meal or Indian, 
must weigh - - - - - - = - - - = = = 2-4 

a 4¢, ditto 4 Indian & $ Rye Meal must weigh - - 3-6 

Bisket of a Copper price- - - - - - - - - = 


[62.] Samuel Franklyne Master of Engine N. 9, applys to the 
Selectmen for the premium allowed by the Town for bringing their 
Engine to play first at the Fire which broke out in a Barn of Maj’. 
Cunningham last week. drawn for. 

Voted, that he have for his Premium accordingly. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Octo". 31, 1774, A. 
M. Present Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Wendell, Pitts. 

The Selectmen being informed by M*. Hartley that Cap‘. Hood 
in the Ship Lydia, with the Small Pox on board, which arriv’d a 
few Days ago at Salem from London, ordered to the Province 
Hospital by the Selectmen of Salem, & on his Way was stopt by 
a Man of War in Nantasket — whereupon two of the Selectmen viz'. 
M’*. Scollay & M*. Newell, waited upon Admiral Graves to ac- 
quaint him with all circumstances when the Admiral reply’d that 
he should pursue the Acts of Parliament, and if the Vessel did not 
leave the Harbour in six hours she would be seized, as he had 
given orders to a Captain of one of the Men of War for that pur- 
pose — Cap‘. Hood has lost three of his People by the Small Pox, 
and four are now under the Distemper. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen Octo. 31. 1774 P.M. 
Present Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Wendell, Pitts. 

A number of Persons examined as to the Fray last Satturday 
Evening, between two officers & some of the Inhabitants. 

Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov". 2% 177 
Present Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 9, 1774 
Present Mess™. Newell, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 
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M’. John Jackson Sugar Baker at M’. Cushings applys to be 
one of the additional Watch. 

[63.] On the 2°. of November Instant Complaint was made 
to the Selectmen by M’. Pierce impowered to carry out Strangers 
that he had employ’d Constable Bennet to carry out of the Town 
one Daniel Wiswall his Wife and Family to Charlestown where 
they belong, having been first legally warned — that M*. Bennet 
had carried them to Charlestown and was delivering them to the 
authority there, when they were rescued out of his hands by a 
Sergeant, & nine Men by order of Coll’. Walcot, — Deacon 
Newell and M’. Austin waited on the Governor concerning this 
matter his Excellency shewed much surprise at the Coll. conduct 
sent for him and reprimanded him for interfering. 

Rev’. M*. Burch Chaplain of the 4. Regiment — applyd to the 
Selectmen for liberty to preach in Faneuil Hall to his Regiment, 
on the Sabbath Forenoon. Liberty was granted, so long as no 
inconveniences attended. 

mem’. reconsidered the above Vote. 

M"*. Paul Farmer was desired to bury one Foss aa (sic) poor 
Stranger at the Province expence she not having left sufficient for 
the same. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 10, 1774. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

Voted, that the Perambulation betwixt Roxbury & Boston be on 
the Monday, & that their Selectmen be notified accordingly. The 
Gentlemen of the late Congress to be invited. 

Voted to reconsider the Vote passed as above, and that the 
Town Clerk hand in to the Rev". M’. Burch the following Vote — 
Viz". 

The Rev‘. M’. Burch Chaplain of the 4. Regiment having 
applied to the Selectmen for liberty to preach in Faneuil Hall to 
his Regiment the Forenoon of each Sabbath, the Selectmen took 
the application into consideration; but apprehending some 
difficulties & disorders might be the consequence of Faneuil 
Halls being made [64.] Use of by the Troops, at this time, and 
that offence might be taken by some respectable Inhabitants who 
had been refused on a like application; they hope M*. Burch will 
excuse their withholding their consent, more especially as they 
apprehend no difficultie will be in the way of his being acommo- 
dated with either of the Churches in this Town on such an 
occasion. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 15, 1774 
Present Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

The Constables of the several Watches were sent for, when the 
Selectmen directed them to suspend for the present, challenging 
Persons while on duty, and to put the Laws in execution which 
are enacted for their Government. 


Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmen, Novem’. 16, 1774 
Present Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 21, 1774. 
Present Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

Information given the Selectmen, that the Small Pox has broken 
out in a House near the Corn Fields occupied by a Sergeant of 
Coll°. Hammeltons Regiment, and that five of his Children are 
now under the Distemper. 

Dr. Jarvis was sent for, and attended, when the Selectmen de- 
sired him to go to the House, and examine the Children, and 
then make Report of their Circumstances. 

D". Jarvis Returned and Reported, that he had been at the 
House and by enquiry thinks there is no doubt of the Childrens 
having the Small-Pox. 

M'. Scollay & M*. Newell a Committee to wait upon the 
Governor, with information of this event, and to settle with him, 
respecting the charge of their removal &. & to motion an ex- 
amination of the several Barracks. 

[65.] Committee returned and Reported, that the Governor 
had given orders for an examination of the several Barracks and 
that a Return would be made immediately. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 22%. 1774 
A.M. Present Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

The five Children with the Small Pox in the House of one 
Magraw a Soldier of the 59’ Regiment Coll°. Hammelton were re- 
moved this morning to the Hospital at at (sic) New Boston 
under the care of M’. Dorrington, the Parents of the Children 
consenting to the same. 

Voted, that D’. Jarvis have the care of the Children as their 
Physician. 

The Mother of three of the Small Pox Children, and the Father 
of two of them, were permitted to go into the Hospital, to attend 
their Children. 

Agreed with M*. Joseph Vose to supply the Hospital with 
Mutton for three Weeks, at 3 Coppers p. pound. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Novem’. 22%, 1774. 
P.M. Present Mess™. Scollay, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

Mr’. Barret was directed to smoke and cleanse the Things at 
the House the Children with the Small Pox were removed from, 
also the Rooms the Children had been kept in, — and a Guard 
was provided to prevent the Soldiers going into the Infected 
Rooms. 
~ The following are the Orders given M". Dorrington Keeper of 
the Hospital at New Boston— Viz". 


Boston, Novem’. 22%, 1774 
Mr’. William Dorrington 
Having sent to the Hospital committed to your care and keeping, 
several children with the Small Pox — Our Orders are that you 
carefully attend your duty, and prevent any Persons from coming 
in and going out of your House, unless they have our [66., | Permis- 
sion. 
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We have directed M’. Barret to supply the Sick with necessaries, 
and D*. Jarvis who we have appointed their Physician will acquaint 
M’. Barrett with the things he or you may have occasion for, 
which will then be brought to you by him. 

We hope you will conduct in such a manner as to give satis- 
faction to the Sick and their Friends, at the same time that you 
guard against needless expences. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
WiiiiAM Cooper Town Clerk 


The following are the Orders given M'. Barrett Viz*‘. 
Boston Novem". 22%. 1774 

Mr’. William Barrett 

Having sent several Children to the Hospital at New Boston 
who have the Small Pox — Our Orders are that you furnish M’. 
Dorrington who is the Keeper of the House, with fresh Provisions 
and Necessaries they may have occasion for, and with every 
Article D'. Jarvis shall direct you to procure — Mr”. Joseph Vose 
will supply you with Mutton, M*. Procter with Groceries MT’. 
Callender with Bread; and what else you may procure, you must 
keep an Account of in a small Book for our Inspection. You 
must Smoke and cleanse the Rooms of the House the Sick were 
taken from well with Rossom and Brimstone, and the Bedding and 
other things to prevent the Infection being communicated and 
if you should observe that the Guard permits any Person going 
in without our permission, give us immediate notice there of, 
you must do the same if you should perceive any unfaithfulness 
in the Guard placed at the Hospital, or in any of the People at 
that [6'7.] House. We depend upon your care and fidelity, that 
our endeavors to prevent the spread of the Small Pox, may by 
the favor of Providence be succeeded. 

By Order of the Selectmen, 
WituiAM Cooper Town Clerk 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov'. 23°. 1774. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

The Assessors attended, and acquainted the Selectmen that the 
Books were ready, for the Collectors, and will be delivered when 
they produce their Certificates of having complyed with the Law 
and the order of the Town respecting the Collecting the Taxes. 

The Selectmen agreed with M™. Catharine Foster whose Husband 
is at Sea, that she shall have Six pounds lawful Mony p. Annum 
to be paid quarterly to commence from the 1*. of July last, for 
keeping & supporting one Christopher Harrow a blind young Man 
not an Inhabitant of any Town in this Province, and who has not 
where with all to provide for himself. M*. Austin was desired to 
supply M"™. Foster with what Articles she might want, as it is not 
convenient to draw upon the Province, at this time — 

Deacon Newell appointed to receive from John Rowe Esq. all 
the Lamps and Tin Plates which he has in his hands, and to de- 
posite the same in the upper loft of Faneuil Hall. 

D', Latham attended, and informed the Selectmen that a 
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Soldier of the Main Guard House of the 59". Regiment is broke 
out with the Small Pox — 

The Soldiers by the consent of the Major of the 59 Regiment 
was sent to the Hospital at New Boston — 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen —26 Mess”. Scollay, 
Newell, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

[68.] By direction of the Selectmen the following Advertise- 
ment was published in the several News Papers. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


As the appearance of the Small Pox in this Town has given 
rise to various Reports; the publick are hereby informed that last 
Monday Night the Seiectmen were acquainted by a Surgeon of the 
Army, that five Children in a House occupied by a Soldier of the 
59%. Regiment, were seized with that Disorder, all of whom were 
sent early the next morning to the Hospital at New Boston, as 
was a Soldier of the same Regiment the Day following — These 
are the only Persons in Town who have the Infection, and are all 
in a fair way of recovery. Upon a strict enquiry made thro’ the 
Regiments, by order of the Governor, no one has been found 
among them that appears to have even the Symptons of that Dis- 
temper ; the rumor that some Soldiers or their Children were to be 
innoculated is without foundation; such a measure having been 
forbid on pain of his Excellencies highest displeasure. It is sup- 
posed this disease was taken from a child brought from New York 
in one of the Transports, which died a fortnight ago ; And the Pub- 
lick may be assured that the greatest care has been taken to pre- 
vent a communication of the Infection. 

- By Order of the Selectmen 
Wiriiam Cooper, Town Clerk. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov’. 30! 1774. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, 
Pitts. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/6 p. 
bush. and that 6°. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains and Livelihood, which is computed as follows, Viz*. 


Ib. oz. dr. 
a 4°. Loaf of brown Bread PLEO Ms Indian Meal 
must weigh - - - - - = = 2-4- 
a 4°. ditto — $ Indian & 4 wR Meal iss weigh - - 3-0 
Bisket of a Copper price- - - - - - - = - =-4-6 


M’. Paul Farmer Keeper of the Almshouse [69. | Was directed 
to receive into the Almshouse upon the Province Account two 
Children Strangers, who have none to take care of them, there 
Names are John & Mary Nicholson — Order signed by M"*. Scol- 
lay & Coll’. Marshall Selectmen. 

The Constables of the Watch attended, when the following direc- 
tions were given to each of them— Viz'. 
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Boston Noy. 30. 1774. 
M’. John Martin, 

As the present state of the Town by means of a great number 
of Troops being quarter’d therein is such as to require the great- 
est care & fidelity: from those who have the safety of the Inhabi- 
tants more immediately committed to them in the Night, Our Or- 
ders to you are that you set your Watch at 9. O’Clock each Night 
during the Winter season, and constantly Patrole your Ward till 
12. O’Clock and the remainder of the Night as usual in order to 
prevent or suppress all kind of disorders ; you must omit challeng- 
ing for the present and make the Laws enacted for the regulation 
of the Watch the rule of your conduct, and if any thing should 
happen out of the common way let the Selectmen be informed of 
it as soon as may be. 

By Order of the Selectmen, | 
Wixiiam Coorer, Town Clerk 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting &*°. December 5. 1774, Present. 

M". Hartley informed the Selectmen that on the the last Sattur- 
day Night the Schooner Cap‘. Bosworth came to Rainsfords 
Island being sent there by the Selectmen of the Town of Marble- 
head where She arrived on Fryday from Baltimore — having a Man 
on board sick of the Small Pox —that the Man of War Boats 
boarded the Schooner when She came within the Light-house and 
obliged them on the ['¢O.] Peril cf being seized to land the Sick 
Man at One O’Clock in the morning altho’ a Stormy Rainy Season, 
and he very bad with the Distemper — the Selectmen desired D*. 
Jarvis to visit the Man at the Island which he did, and returned in 
the Afternoon and Reported that he was not like to live. 

D'. Jarvis informed the Selectmen that a Child at Magrath in 
Marshalls Lane, the Soldiers House where the other Children were 
sent from had undoubted Symptoms of the Small Pox — upon which 
the Child was carried to the Hospital at New Boston by its Father. 

Coll". Hammelton informed the Selectmen that a Soldier of his 
Regiment being the 59". was broke out with the Small Pox at the 
Barracks near the Bunch of Grapes where one had been removed 
from last Week, he was immediately removed to the Hospital at 
New Boston which was done by consent. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov". 27, 1774 A.M. 
Present Mess’. Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

M’. Bigsby informs that one Warren in a Building against D*. 
Coopers Meeting House has it is supposed, the Symtoms of the 
Small Pox — whereupon D". Jarvis was directed to examine into 
this matter and make Report to the Selectmen. 

The Doctor soon after Reported, that he was of opinion that 
the Person akhove mentioned had not the Small Pox. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Nov". 27, 1774 P. 
M. (7 in margin, probably the true date is December 7,) Present 
Mess". Scollay, Newell, Wendell, Pitts. 

Yesterday information was given that a Child at M™. Megros in 
- Marshalls Lane of Lieu'. Woodwards was taken with the Small 
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Pox — whereupon it was moved that Evening to the Hospital at 
New Boston. 

This Day information was given by D*. Hill Surgeon of the 59™ 
Regiment that a Child belonging to that Regiment in a Barrack at 
Doans Wharff was broke out with the Small pox upon which D*. 
Jarvis was directed to examine into the ['%1.] Circumstances of 
said Child. 

D*. Jarvis soon after Reported, that he was of ‘opinion that the 
Child had no the Small Pox. 

The following Advertisement was sent to the Printers for Pub- 
lication — Viz'. 

The Publick are here by informed that the Soldier and five Chil- 
dren sent to the Hospital at New Boston under the care of D’. 
Jarvis as mentioned in a former Advertisement are all recovered ; 
that yesterday two Children from the House the former Children 
were taken from, and a Soldier of the 59" Regiment at the Barracks 
near the Bunch of Grapes who took the Distemper from the same 
After strict enquiry these are 
all the Persons who have the Small Pox in this Town — 

By Order of the Selectmen 
WILiiaAmM Cooper, Town Clerk. 


Boston, Decem'. 7. 1774 

Voted, that the Clerk have a draft for Twenty six Pounds thir- 
teen Shillings & 4°. to be drawn for the Draught now open. 

M’. Elias Robinson being appointed Master of Engine N°. 3. 
kept near m". Mathers Meeting House, who is allowed thirteen 
Men besides himself — Orders were given him dated December 1— 
as p. Copy on file. 

Voted, at a Meeting of the Selectmen in Novem’. that Elias 
Robinson Master of Engine N. 3- have a draught on the Treasurer 
for 13/4 being the Premium allowed by the Town for bringing his 
Engine to work first on the Fire which lately broke out at M*. 
Millikens House North End for which he had a draught in Novem- 
ber last in favor of himself and Company. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem’. 12— 1774. 
Present Mess’. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, & Pitts. 

Dr. Jarvis who has the care of the Hospital at West Boston 
have’. reported to the Selectmen that three of the Children sent 
there with the Small Pox viz' two of one Burkins, and one of 
Magrath [%2.] Are now recovered, and that in his Opinion they 
might be permitted to leave the Hospital with safety to the Inhab- 
itants. Orders were accordingly given to M*. William Darrington 
Keeper of said Hospital to permit their leaving it so soon as he 
had well smoked and cleansed them, and fresh Suits of Clothing 
' were provided for them. 

Yesterday the following Advertisement was sent to the Printers 
of the Monday Papers. 

The Publick are here by informed, that since our last advertise- 
ment another soldier of the 59" Regiment and a young Child with 
the Small Pox, have been sent from the barracks on Doans Wharff 
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to the Hospital at New Boston; where due care is taken to 
prevent a communication of the Infection. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witiram Cooper Town Clerk. 
Boston December 11. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen Dec’. 17,1774. A. 
Present, Mess. Scollay, Marshall, Newell. 

Dr. Jarvis having Reported to the Selectmen that a number of 
Persons at the Hospital at New Boston were recovered of the 
Small Pox, and might now leave the Hospital without danger to 
the Inhabitants — Orders were given MT’. Darrington the Keeper 
of said House, to permit those Persons to depart, taking care that 
they be sufficiently smoked and cleansed; and that a fresh shift 
of Clothes be provided for each. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen Decem’. 17. 1774. 
P.M. Present, Messrs. Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Dec". 17, 1774. 
Evening. Present, Messrs Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, 
Austin, Pitts. 

Information being given by Dr. Latham that the Small Pox was 
broke out in Dr. Hills House in Hanover Street, and at Cap‘ Trigs 
opposite the White Horse South End — Dr. Jarvis was directed to 
examine into the Circumstances of these Families & Report their 
state. 

[%3.] Dr. Jarvis Reported, that he had visited these Familys, 
& found that Dr. Hills Wife & three Children were nearly passed 
thro’ the Small Pox and that several of Cap‘ Trigs Children had the 
Disorder — but that neither the Cap’ nor D*. would own that they 
had received the Infection by Inoculation. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Dec’. 18, 1774. 
Sabbath Evening Present Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Mar- 
shall, Austin, Pitts. 

The following Advertisement was sent the several Printers of 
the Mondays News Paper for publication — Viz’. 

The Publick are here by informed that there are now but three 
People in the Hospital at New Boston infected with the Small Pox 
who will probably be dismissed from thence this Week; that on 
Satturday information was given that the Wife of M’. Hill Sur- 
geon of the 59 Regiment & three of their Children in a House in 
Hanover Street near the head of Cold Lane, also two Children of 
Lieu‘. Clarkes of said Regiment, under the same Roof have the 
Distemper ; together with three Children of Cap‘. Trigs of the 59 
Regiment in a House down a yard opposite the White-Horse South 
end— As it has been suggested that the above Children received 
the Infection by Inoculation, the Inhabitants may be assured that 
such measures will be pursued with the Delinquents for the present 
and future safety of the Town and Country as the Laws of the 
Land require. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
WitirAm Cooper, Town Clerk. 
Boston, Deem'. 18. 1774 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem". 19. 1774. 
Present Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Austin, Pitts. 

Information given, that the Small Pox is in a House of Cap*. 
Finwicks in the Common ;— Dr. Javis was sent there and on his 
return Reported, that the Small Pox was not in said House. 

The Selectmen deliberated on the expediency ['%74.] of removing 
the Perons infected, from Cap‘. Clarkes in Hanover Street and 
Cap'. Trigs House opposite the White Horse who refused their 
consent for a removal, and considering the doubtfulness of the 
Law as to impowering the Selectmen to remove any Person contrary 
to their consent —therefore Voted that Fences be put up in the 
Street near the Infected Houses, and that a Flag be hung out in 
each House to give notice of the Distemper. 

Voted, that Mess’. Scollay, and Austin be a Committee to see 
the above Vote carried into execution. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem’. 21, 1774. 
Present Mess’. Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Dec’. 27, 1774. 
Present Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Marshall, Austin. 

The Clerk was directed to issue his Warrants and Nophiatinne 
of the adjournments of the May Meeting and Port Bill Meeting, as 
by Vote of the Town last Monday being 26" Ins‘. 

M’. Isaiah Thomas had the printing of the last Notifications. 

The following Advertisement was sent to the Printers of the 
Mondays Papers for publication — Viz. 


The Publick may be assured that the Small Pox in this Town, is 
confined to two Families viz’. Cap‘. Trigs opposite the White Horse 
& Lieut. Clarkes in Hanover Street — those who were sick of that 
Disorder at D’. Hills & the Hospital being recovered ; proper care 
has been taken to cleanse D*. Hills House, & Guards are con- 
tinued at these Places not yet clear of the Infection. No Inhabi- 
tant has hitherto taken the Distemper, & by the care of his Excel- 
lency the Governor a Transport is provided for the reception of 
any Persons [%75.] Belonging to the Army who should hereafter 
appear to have the Symptoms of that Disorder — 

By Order of the Selectmen 
Witi1AM Cooper Town Clerk 
Boston Decem’. 26, 1774 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Seclectmen, Decem’. 27, 1774. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Marshall. 

Information was given Yesterday by D'. Jarvis that a Maid 
Servant in Lieu‘. Clarkes House in Hannover where the Small Pox 
has been for sometime past, was broke out with the Small Pox; 
She was by consent of the master and the Order of Coll®. Hammil- 
ton put on board the Hospital Ship in the Harbour. 

D’. Jarvis informed that Davis M*°. Graues & Jacksons Chil- 
dren were well & might leave the Hospital with safety to the In- 
habitants — Orders were given for that purpose to M’. Darrington 
Keeper of said Hospital. 
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One George Baldwin a Soldier sent to the Hospital from the 
Barracks in King Street, died on the 13. Ins‘. when M™. Barrett 
had orders to bury him in the Night, carrying his Corps over the 
Hill to the Burying Ground at the bottom of the Common. 

D*. Jarvis having Reported that Bryan Daily belonging to 59" 
Regiment M*. Jackson & her Child & M™. Magraws Child are 
wholly free from the Small Pox. Orders were given M". Darring- 
ton that after having smoked & cleansed them, they might leave 
the Hospital provided they had each a fresh suit of Clothes to go 
out with—which Orders were signed by M'. Scollay & Coll’. 
Marshall. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Decem’. 28. 1774. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Marshall, Austin. 

Gave M". Longly an Order on M’. Hartley Keeper of the Hos- 
pital at Rainsford Island for her Husband that ['%6.] the Hus- 
band having died of the Small Pox in the Vessel the clothes were 
sent from. 

Cap’. Franklyn applys for the Premium allowed by the Town 
for bringivg their Engine to work first on the Fire which lately 
broke out in Gibbins Court. drawn for. 


Josiah Collins appointed one of the New Boston Watch & 
Nathaniel Cushing one of the Town House Watch. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Dec’. 29. 1774 
Present Mess. Scollay, Marshall, Austin, Pitts, Newell. 

It being Reported to the Selectmen that those Persons who 
have had the Small Pox at D'. Hills and M". Clarkes House in 
Hanover Street and Cap‘. Trigs opposite the White Horse are 
quite well of the Small Pox, and that those Houses are sufficiently 
smoked and cleansed. 

Voted, that the Fences lately Erected for stopping the Passage 
Way by these Houses be now taken down. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 3, 1775. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Wheat be set at Wheat 6/6 p bushel 
and that 6°. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their Charges, 
Pains & Livelihood which is computed as follows —Viz*. 


Ib. ‘oz. dr: 
a 4°. Loaf of Brown Bread ? Wheat 4 EYE, or Indian 
Meal must weigh - - - - 2-4 
a 4°. ditto $ Indian & 4 Bee Meal Aaee eh - - 3-0 
Bisket of a Copper price - - - Ee ee 4-5 


The following Advertisement was sent to the Printers for a 
publication in the Mondays Papers — Viz. 

The Selectmen have now the pleasure to assure the Publick that 
after the strictest enquiry no Person has the Small Pox in this 
Town, or even the Symptoms of that Distemper, and that the 
Houses which have been infected are so well cleansed that the 
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Inhabitants may now pass them without the least apprehension of 
danger. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witii1AM Cooper Town Clerk. 
Boston Jan’. 2. 1775. 


(77%.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 4’, 
1775 Present Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

Information having been given that the Hospital at New Boston 
is now sufficiently smoked & cleansed M*. Will. Darrington the 
Keeper had leave for himself & Family to go abroad as usual & 
Orders were given him accordingly. 

The following advertisement was sent the Printers of the Spy 
for publication -— Viz* 

The Publick are hereby informed that this Town is now entirely 
free from the Infection of the Small Pox, and that this will be 
the last Advertisement on the occasion unless that Distemper 
should again make its appearance among us, in which case our 
Brethren in the Country, may be assured of receiving timely in- 
formation. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
Wicir1am Coorer Town Clerk 
Boston Jan’. 4. 1775. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Jan’. 11. 1775. 
Present Mess. Hancock, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

Information was given the Selectmen by D*. Pecker that a Lad 
of one Kings a Rigger at the North End, was taken with the 
Small Pox, whereupon D'. Jarvis was directed to view the Lad 
who having Reported it to be the Small Pox, — he was with the 
consent of his Uncle M*. King removed to the Hospital at New 
Boston; and the Mother of the Boy was permitted to go there in 
order to look after him. 

The following advertisement was sent to the Printer of the Spy 
for a place in that Paper — viz'. 

The Publick are hereby informed that Yesterday a Boy in the 
Family of M’. King living near Tylers Ship Yard, at the North 
part of the Town, was taken with the Small Pox; the Lad was 
immediately removed to the Hospital at New Boston, and is the 
only Person who has the Distemper in this Town. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
Witiram Cooper Town Clerk 


Boston Jany. 5. 1775. 


[%8.] The following Advertisement was sent to M'. Thomas 
for a place in their Paper — viz’. — 

Complaints have been made to the Selectmen that numbers of 
the Inhabitants have been greatly disturbed by the driving of 
 Slays thro’ the Town, with the beat of Drums & other noises, at 
unseasonable Times of the Night; To prevent such Disorders for 
the future, Orders have been given the Constables of the Town 
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Watch to stop such offenders and make Report of their Names, 
that they may be dealt with as the Law directs. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witi1AmM Cooper Town Clerk 
Boston Jan’. 11. 1775. 


The following Orders were sent to the Constables of the Town 
Watch — Viz‘. — 
Boston Jan’. 11. 1775. 
Complaint having been made to the Selectmen that the Inhabi- 
tants have been disturbed by the driving of Slays thro’ the Town, 
with beat of Drum & other Noises at unseasonable times of the 
Night, you are therefore directed to endeavor to prevent such dis- 
orders for the future, by stopping such Offenders, and Reporting 
to the Selectmen their Names, that such Persons may be pro- 
ceeded with as the Law directs. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
Witii1am Coorer Town Clerk. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 18, 1775. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, Pitts. 

M*. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse on 
the Province Account one William Hinks a sick Stranger — 
Order signed by M’. Scollay & M’*. Austin. 

M’. George Roulston admitted to the care of the Old & Com- 
mon Burying Ground in the room of M". Carter deceased. 

[%9.] The-following Advertisement was sent to M’. Thomas 
for publishing, 

The Publick are hereby informed that a Boy taken Yesterday 
with the Small Pox in the Barracks on Doans Wharff was imme- 
diately removed to the Hospital Ship in the Harbour. 

By Order of the Selectmen. 
Wivir1am Coorer Town Clerk. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 21, 1775, | 
A.M. Present Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Marshall, Austin, Wen- 
dell, Pitts. 

M". Burdick & other Constables of the Watch, appeared and 
complained to the Selectmen of great abuses received from a 
number of officers of the Army, the last Night. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 21, 1775, 
P.M. Present Mess’. Scollay, Hancock, Marshall, Austin, Wen- 
dell, Pitts. 

M". Isaac Pierce, M’. Joseph Henderson & M’. Robert Peck & 
M’. Constable Burdick gave in their Depositions. 

D*. Jarvis informed that a young Woman & a Child at a House 
the head of Cross Street, occupied by a Sergeant of the 59 Reg". 
was taken with the Small Pox. 

D*. Jarvis having Reported that M’. King in the Hospital at 
New Boston who was there to Nurse a Child is now free from In- 
fection, & might leave the Hospital with safety. 
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Voted, that she have liberty to depart and that the Keeper of 
the Hospital be advised accordingly. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 22°. 1775. 
Present Mess’. Scollay, Hancock, Marshall, Austin, Wendell, 
Pitts. 

The Young Woman & Child taken Yesterday with the Small 
Pox were this Day carried on board the Hospital Ship in the 
Harbour. 

M’. Barrett informs that a young Woman at the Hospital at 
New Boston was dead of the Small Pox where upon Orders were 
given M’. Barret, for the burial. 


[80.] The following Advertisement was sent to the Printers 
of the Mondays Papers, — Viz'. 

The Publick are hereby informed that a young Woman & a 
Child at the House of a Sergeant of the 59. Regiment, at the 
head of Cross Street, were Yesterday taken with the Small Pox, 
and soon after sent to the Hospital Ship in the Harbour; upon a 
strict enquiry, no Person has this Distemper in Town. 

By Order of the Selectmen, 
Wiriiam Coorer Town Clerk. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 24, 1775. 
Present Mess. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 

M's. MeIntosh informs that one John MeIntosh at M’. John 
McFaddens House near the White Horse was taken with the 
Small Pox & the mother consenting, M’. Barrett was directed to 
move the Person this Night. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 25, 1775. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

Benj®. Austin Esq. complains of a chimney in a House occu- 
pied by John Vintenon in Sudbury Street whereupon Maj’. Dows, 
& William Moore, were appointed to examine into the Chimnies 
& make Report thereof. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Wheat be set at Wheat at 6/6 p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows: Viz*. 


lb. Oz. dr. 
A 4°, loaf brown Bread 8 Wheat 4 Rye or Indian 


Meal must weigh - - - - - 2-4- 
a 4%, ditto, $ Indian & 4 Rye rant He weigh 3-— 
Bisket of a Copper price - - San eee 4-—-—6 


Passed upon M’. Paul Farmers Province Accounts amounting to 
£6. 413.8. & £46. .16.54, ands of M’. 
William Greenleaf, who has engaged it shall be presented to the 
Comm". of the Charter Council and no other, for their accept- 
ance. 

The following Advertisement sent to the Printers [81.] of 
the Thursdays Papers. 
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The Publick are here by informed that a young Man at the 
House of M’. John McFadden near the White House at the South 
part of the Town was taken with the Small Pox last Tuesday & 
that Night removed to the Hospital at New Boston; the only 
House in Town that is known to be infected with the Distemper. 

By Order of the Selectmen, 
WiLi1aAmM Coorer Town Clerk. 

Boston Jan’. 26, 1775. See below Jan’. 26. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’, 1, 1775. 
Present, Mess. Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

Obediah Curtis Master of Engine No. applys to the Select- 
men for the Premium allowed by the Town for bringing their 
Engine to work first on the Fire which broke out at Coll°®. Jacksons 
Still house. 

Voted that he have y® Premium of 13/4-— by a Draught on the 
Treasurer. 

John Lizard once & Sea Captain applied to the Selectmen for 
his being sent to the Hospital, having been wounded by a Centi- 
nel of the Army, his Story is as follows — Viz’. — taken in a 
writing. 

Information being given the Selectmen that a child of one 
Jacksons a Dutchman living at the South End opposite the Lamb 
Tavern was taken with the Small Pox, he was immediately re- 
moved to the Hospital at New Boston. 

M’. Paul Farmer was directed to receive into the Almshouse on 
the Province acco’. one John Lizard a poor Stranger who has been 
wounded by a Soldier, the order signed by M’. Newell and M’. 
Austin. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Jan’. 26, 1775. 
Present Mess. Scollay, Hancock, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

Information being given that the Small Pox was at the House 
of one Bartlet a Taylor opposite to D*. Church. Enquiry was 
made by Coll°. Hancock, & M’. Wendell, when it appeared that a 
young Man named Warland had the Distemper & [82.]| Was 
not in circumstances to be removed, whereupon Orders were given 
to Fence up the Street and to put out a Flag for the information 
of Passengers. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Feb’. 3° 1775. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

The Committee of Correspondence having laid before the 
Selectmen a Letter just received from Marblehead by M*. Wells 
one of the Selectmen of that Town, informing of 5 Persons being 
pressed from Cap‘. Thompson, a Vessel from Virginia with Dona- 
tions, & others out of a Wood Vessel. Deacon Newell, M’. Austin 
& Coll’. Marshall were appoin[ted] to wait on the Governor, & 
Represent the matter — they returned that the Governor would 
let them hear from him as soon as possible. 

Deacon Newell having received some time past of M's. Brookers 
Donation — the following Sums — Viz". 
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Of Joseph Athertons Interest ---+--------- £ 12- 
of M’. Wiswall- --------= cosine ee wt eee 8 12— 
of Thomas Cartwright - -----*--+-------- 3-12- 
of Samuel Stearns - - ----- = = else ase a rei ty. 4—17-—6 
31-8-7 
The above was distributed as follows — Vizt. 
M*®. Walker - - - - : Ineo? 
M*™. Emmons - - - - - 18 
Widow Bass - - - - - ess? 4. 
Widow Ray - . - - - 18 | 
M’. Scollay to distribute. 
Widow Lee - - = - LacttrAry 
M’. Pitts - d°. 
M*™. Hutter - - - > - - 18 ) 
M*®. Lebland - - - - - Pag aso 
M"™. Wendell ” - - - - E 18 + 
M*®. Randall - - - - * - 18 | 
M*™. Clark - - - : - : - 18 | 
Mary Fago - - - - : - - 18 - - M’. Pitts 
M*. Welch - - - - . - - 18 M’. Wendell 
Nurse Gibbins” - - - - - - 18 ) 
M*™. Pearin- - - - - . aD Foal 
M*. Hawkins - - - - - ¢ 18 


M'. Austin 
[83.] M". Delaplace - - - : 18) 
M’s. Fowle - - -' 
Coll’. Marshall 


Joanna Stone” - - 2 - Fo ee LG | 
Widow Capen - - : - - 18 

M’. Pierpoints Nurse - ~ - - Gite 
Sarah Greenwood - - - peels $6 so 
Elizabeth Smith - - - - Say Bad ie: | 
Mary M°Carty - - - - a Dasa | 
Elizabeth Barber - - - =etilaehay ee 
Widow Gleis - - - - - 12 r 
Widow Russell =< - - - - 18 
Joanna Stone - - - - - 12 | 
Widow Wakefield - - - ana Bing ace: 

M*®. Barber - - - - - b2 | 
Widow Chappel - - - - rer Lr Sie: 
Widow Weymouth - - ° - 12 J 


£. 32-8-8- 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb”. 8. 1775. 
Present Mess™. Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

The following Advertisement was sent for a place in the Thurs- 
days Papers — 

The Publick may be assured, that after strict enquiry no Person 
is found to have the Small Pox in this Town; and that proper care 
will be taken to prevent a communication of the Infection from the 
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Hospital at New Boston, and the House at the head of Pond 
Street from whence the Young man mentioned in last Weeks Ad- 
vertisement was lately buried. 
By Order of the Selectmen 
WiLLiAM Cooper Town Clerk. 
Boston Feb’. 9, 1775. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 15, 1775, 
Present Mess". Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

‘The Selectmen, Justices & Overseers of the Poor, Agreed upon 
a Walk or Visitation of the Town — 

D'. Jeffries directed to attend two sick Strangers viz'. Thomas 
Lunderkin, & Michael Poor, Feb’. 13' 

[84.] The Selectmen have hired a Chamber of one Doren at 
the North End for the Sick Persons mentioned on the other side 
at £. 5 p. Week, he to find Beds & Bedding. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, Feb’. 22°. 1775. 
Present Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Pitts. 
Ordered, that the Assize of Wheat be set at Wheat @ 6/6 p 
bush, and that 6%. p. bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
charges Pains and Livelihood which is computed as follows, viz*. 
a 4°. loaf brown Bread 3? Wheat } Rye or Indian 


Meal must weigh - - - . - . 2— 4- 
a 4°. ditto 4 Indian, & 4 Indian Meal must weigh- 3 
Bisket of a Copper price . - - : . 4— 


Thomas Jackson Engine Man admitted in the room of Ebenezer 
Rance [ ?] gone to Sea, the Comp’. late Cap‘. Frankland — 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen March 1, 1775 
Present Mess‘. Austin. 

Cap’. Richard Hunniman appointed Master of Engine 9. in the 
Room of Cap*. St AE dece’. & the Clerk is directed to draw 
out Orders. 

Michael Bryant being recommended by the Committee of Dona- 
tions was admitted a Watchman of Constable Irelands Watch. 

Passed upon Dr. Jeffries Province Account am®. to £. 283-10/- 
he having engaged that he will not apply to the Mandamus Coun- 
cillors. 

M’. Austin desired to furnish Cloth for the Oration the 5 of 
March. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 8, 1775 
Present Mess. Hancock, Newell, Austin, Pitts. 

Voted that M’. Barret have a draft of £.—10— for extra services 
the Year past. as has been usual. 

Voted, that the Town Clerk issue his Warrant for the Annual 
March Meeting. 

[85.] Voted that 
tions. 

Voted, that Deacon Newell & M'. Wendell be a Comm*, to 


have the printing of the Notifica- 
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wait upon D*. Cooper, and desire him to open the Town Meeting 
with Prayer. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen March 9, 1775. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Newell, Hancock, Marshall, Austin, 
Wendell, Pitts. 

The Selectmen met to examine into the affair of this Morning 
when a Countryman was tar’d & fethered and carried thro’ the 
Streets of this Town by a large Party of Soldiers of the 47. 
Regiment headed by Coll°®. Nesbit. 

Thomas Ditson of Bilrica, the Person Tar’d & Feathered was 
sent for. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, March 11, 1775 
Present Mess’. Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

The Town Clerk was directed to Copy a Letter for the Select- 
men of Bilrica. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, March 11, 1775 
Present Mess. Scollay, Newell, Hancock, Marshall, Wendell, 
Pitts. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen, March 14, 1775. 
Present Mess. Scollay, Newell, Austin, Marshall, Pitts, Wen- 
dell. 

D". Jarvis informed that there was no Patients at the Hospital 
at New Boston—and that he apprehended The Keeper M’. 
Dorrington & Family may now come out with safety to the In- 
habitants. 

Liberty was granted to leave the Hospital, all the Family being 
again smoked, & their Clothes Cleansed. 

A number of the Selectmen of Bilrica, appeared & informed, 
of the steps they were taking relative to the taring & feathering 
one Ditson of their Town, which was done by the Soldiery. 


Boston Ss: Ata Meeting of the Selectmen March 15, 1775. 
Present Mess™. Hancock, Austin. 

[86.] Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat @ 
6/6 p. bushel & that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for 
their charges Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows — 
Viz. 


Ib. oz. ‘dr. 
a 4°. loaf Brown Bread 3 Wheat + Rye or Indian Meal 
must weigh - - - - 2— 4 
a 4", ditto 2 Indian & 4 Wine meal tne weigh - 3— % 
Bisket of a Copper price - - - - - 4— 6- 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 18 1775 
Present Mess". Scollay, Hancock, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

Information given by D*. Jarvis of two young Women being 
broke out with the Small Pox at a House in Marshalls Lane & that 
in his opinion they might be removed with safety. 

They were accordingly sent to the Hospital at New Boston. 
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Last Evening a Letter was received from the Selectmen of 
Middleborough, Plympton & Hallifax in the County of Plymouth 
inclosing a Representation to General Gage, relative to the ill 
behaviour of some of the Troops sent to Marshfield, which Address 
was this Morning presented his Excellency by Mr’. Scollay & 
Newell. 

The following Advertisement sent to the Mondays Papers for 
publishing. 

Boston March 18, 1775 

The Publick are hereby informed, that Yesterday two Young 
Women living in a House in Marshalls Lane, at the North part of 
the Town were taken with the Small Pox & immediately removed 
to the Hospital at New Boston. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
WitiiaM Cooper. Town Clerk. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 22%, 1775 
Present Mess". Scollay, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

Information was given by D’. Gardner, that M™. Moore: being 
in a House known by the Name of the Lamb Tavern was taken 
with Small Pox, and not unwilling to be removed — whereupon 
she was yesterday carried to the Hospital at New Boston the 
Doctor giving his Opinion that it might be done with safety. 

Information was this Day given by D*. Church that one Blake, 
a man living in a House near D". Byles’s Meeting house [87%.] 
Was taken with the Small Pox, and being willing to be moved he 
was this Forenoon sent to the Hospital at New Boston. 

M’. Ruggles apply’d to the Selectmen for liberty to open a Drain 
near his House in Long Lane — Liberty was granted, upon his 
preserving the steps of the Law [or Lane] in making good the 
Ground Pavement &c. 

Cap’. Sharp of Engine N°. 2. applies for the Premium allowed 
by the Town for bringing their Engine to work first at the Fire 
which lately broke out at M*. Kings House North End. 

Voted, that he have a draft for 13/4 next Draft Day. Drawn 
for. 

Passed upon M’*. Samuel Hartleys Province Account amounting 
as by Copy on file, to £. 30-1-8. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen May 23°. [un- 
doubtedly March] 1775 Present Mess"™. Scollay, Newell, Mar- 
shall, Austin. 

Information given by D*. Whitworth that M’. Samuel Vance a 
Lolger at the Royal Exchange Tavern in King Street was broke 
out with the Small Pox—D'". Jarvis being sent there confirmed 
the Report, that it was the Small Pox, & gave it as his Opinion 
that he might be moved with safety — he was accordingly removed 
to the Hospital at New Boston, with dispatch—M’. Vance being 
desirous of having D’. Whitworth as his Physician, it was consented 
to by the Selectmen provided he defrey’d the charge that would 
come — & D'. Whitworth was told he might attend, but must not 
look to the Selectmen for his pay, but to the Patient.— 
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Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 25, 1775 
Present Mess*. Scollay, Newell, Marshall. 

The following advertisement sent to the Printers of the Boston 
Gazette. 


Boston March 25, 1775- 
The Publick are hereby informed, that on Thursday last a 
Lodger at the Royal Exchange Tavern was taken with the Small 
Pox & immediately sent to the Hospital at West Boston; three 
Children taken this Day at the Barracks in King Street, were re- 
moved to the Hospital Ship at the Island Wharff, which are the 
only Places known to be infected with that Distemper in this Town- 

By Order of the Selectmen, 
WiLiiamM Cooper, Town Clerk. 


[88.] Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 27- 
1775. Present Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Austin, Wendell. 

Information being given that the Small Pox was broke out at a 
House the head of Cross Street, occupied by M’. Ranks, D’. Jarvis 
was directed to go there and make examination but when he came 
was refused admittance — D*. Lloyd his Family Doctor was sent 
for by M’. Ranks, who Reported that the Wife of said Ranks had 
the Small Pox, and might be removed with safety. After some 
persuasion, M*. Ranks consented to her being sent to the Hospital, 
but as soon as preparation was made for a removal, he withdrew 
his consent & would not allow of its being done. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen March 28, 1775. 
Present Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

M’. Ranks persisting in his resolution not to permit the removal 
of his Wife — Orders were given by the Selectmen for stopping up 
the Passage Ways by erecting Fences, and one Joseph Cobourn 
was appointed a Guard for said House. 


Boston Ss. At a Meeting of the Selectmen, March 29, 1775. 
Present Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, Wendell. 

Ordered, that the Assize of Bread be set at Wheat at 6/ p. 
bushel and that 6°. p. Bushel be allowed to the Bakers for their 
Charges, Pains & Livelihood, which is computed as follows — Viz*. 


Ib yO Zsear 
A 4". loaf brown Bread 3 Wheat 4 2 Rye or Indian ae 
must weigh- - - - - 2-6 
“A 4%, ditto $ Tadian, & 4 Bye Meal must fy - - 38-4 
Bisket of a Copper price - - - -- - = = = 4-12 


Boston $s: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 5, 1775. A.M. 
Present Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin, 

A Letter from the President of the Congress at Concord was 
received. ‘ 

Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen, April 5, 1775. P. My 
Present Mess". Scollay, Newell, Marshall. 
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M’. Joseph Smith appointed an Engine Man in Cap’. Hunniman’s 
Comp’. Engine N°. 9 in the room of John Crosby gone to Sea. 

[89.] Information was given that a Soldiers Child in part of 
M’. Ranks House at the head of Cross Street, was taken Yesterday 
with the Small Pox & to be sent to the Hospital Ship. 

The following advertisement sent for a place in the Thursday 


Spy. 


The Publick are hereby informed that a Soldier’s Child in M’. 
Ranks House at the Head of Cross Street, was this Day taken with 
the Small Pox & is to be immediately removed, this House where 
a Flag is hung out, the Hospital at West Boston & the Hospital 
Ship in the Harbour are the only Places infected with the Dis- 
temper in this Town. 

By Order of the Selectmen 
WiiiiaMm Cooper, Town Clerk. 


Boston, April 5. 1773 


Sabbath Day April 9%. 1775. 
Information was given the Selectmen by Doctor Jarvis that a 
Young Woman at M’. Blakes near Doct’. Boyles Meeting was 
taken ill with the small Pox & removed to the Hospital at West 
Boston on the Afternoon of said Day. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen April 12, 1775. 
Present, Mess™. Scollay, Newell, Marshall, Austin. 

M’. Sharp attended & resigned his Office as Master of the Fire 
Engine N°. 2 & recommended M’. Joab Hunt as Master of said 
Engine who was accordingly appointed by the Selectmen. 

This Day wrote M’. Darrington Keeper of the Hospital at West 
Boston, to dismiss M*. Mackintosh who for some time past has 
been an assistant to M’. Darrington. 


Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the Selectmen Ap’. 19, 1775. 
Present, Mess". Newell, Marshall, Austin. 


[| At this point the record 1s suspended until May 20, 1776, for 
reasons readily apparent. ‘This volume is therefore terminated at 
this date, for convenience. — W. H. W. | 
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Tollman, 57. 

Torrey, ( 67, 101. 

Worry, yl 7t2. 

Townsend, 28, 171, 181. 

Trail, 29, 225, 

Trask, 193, 200. 

Treat, 21% 

Tree, 122, 127. 

Trig, 237, 238. 

True, 83, 89. 

Tucker, 43, 46, 180, 183. 
Tuckerman, 32, 33, 36, 37, 38, 41, 90. 
Tudor, 16, 69. 

Turel, 81. 

Turner, 14, 169, 199. 

Twiss, 73. 

Tyler, 22, 23, 24, 26, 33, 34, 55, 62, 63, 78, 154. 
Tyley, 137. 


Uran, 66, 67, 99. 


Vaidale, 213. 
Vance, 247. 
Varney, 124, 208. 
Vassal, 22. 

Vaux, 128, 142, 166. 
Veasey, / 96. 
Veasy, § 112,113. 
Veazie, 13. 
Vernon, 182. 
Vesey, 186, 
Vintenon, 242. 
Vose, 168, 232, 233. 
Vox, 191. 


Wainwright, 116. 

Wakefield, 208, 244. 

Walcot, 231. 

Waldo, 109, 116, 127, 128, 145, 226. 
Wales, 66, 76. 

Walker, 65, 127, 191, 244. 
Wallace, 32. 

Walley, 21. 

Wallis, 31, 41. 
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Ward, 21, 145, 

Wardell, 208. 

Warden, 225. 

Ware, 101. 

Warland, 243. 

Warner, 100. 

Warren, 3, 20, 23, 63, ae 74, 103, 105, 110, 133, 

139, 182, 2 23 

Waters, 21, 167, 176. 

Wear, 130. 

Web, } 225. 

Webb, ES 29, 43. 

Webber, 30, 33, 207. 

Welch, 60, 62, 115, 244. 

Wells, 29, 97, 220, 243. 

Wendel, ) 121, 149, 207. 

Wendell, } 42, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 
"122, 123, 124, 125, 128, 129, 183, 
134, 135, 136, 187, 138, 139, 140, 
141, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 
150, 151, 152, 153, 154, 155,157, 
158, 159, 160, 161, 162, 163, 164, 
165, 169, 170, 171, 180, 181, 182, 
183, 184, 186, 187, 188, 191, 192, 
193, 194, 195, 196, 200, 201, 202, 
204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 210, 
211, 212, 213, 215, 216, 217, 218, 
219, 221, 222, 223, 224, 225, 226, 
227, 228, 229, 230, 234, 235, 237, 
240, 241, 242, 243, 244, 245, 246, 
247, 248, 

Wentworth, 22, 221. 

Wetherby, 152. 

Weymouth, 244. 

Wheeler, 76, 114, 186. 

Wheelwright, 35. 

Whitcomb, 159, 208, 217. 

White, 14, 17, 31, 35, 64, 75, 76, 112, 114, 166, 

202. 


220. 


W hitefield, 97. 

Whitman, 29. 

Whitmarsh, 178, 179. 

Whitney, 11, 19. 

Whitty, 29. 

Whitwell, 14, 23, 49, 91, 100, 102, 105, 107, 
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Whitworth, 5, 11, 23, 24, 28, 30, 31, 33, 35, 38, 
41, 42, 48, 52, 63, 68, 144, 145, 
154, 155, 157, 180, 198, 209, 214, 
247. 

Wibirt, 180. 

Willard, 75. 

Williams, 21, 29, 59, 91, 101, 173, 209. 

Williston, 4, 10, 22, 23, 24, 32, 33, 35, 42, 43, 

67, 72, 97, 101, 127, 141, 146, 147, 
165, 169, 

Willson, 14, 100. 

Wingfield, 25, 27, 35. 

Winkell, 14. 

Winniet, 96. 

Winnut, 113, 114. 

Winslow, 3, 5, 12, 42, 55, 73, 75, 76, 97, 102, 

104, 132, 148, 183, 195, 199, 208. 

Winter, 76, 161, 

Winthrop, 182. 

Wise, 116, 159, 208. 

Wiswall, 231, 244 

Withington, 29. 

Wood, 72. 

Woodward, 81, 101, 

Wottle, 35, 40. 

Wright, 97, 141, 145, 147. 

Wryer, 47. 


Yarley, 146, 147. 

Yorkas, 28. 

Young, 23, 97, 147, 208. 
Negro. 
Cambridge, 73. 
Lucy, 165. 

Phillis, 208. 


235. 
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Accident to Elizabeth Martin, 95. 
Accounts, province, 2, 3,4, 5, 10, 12, 14, 15, 
30, 32, 33, 34, 36, 44, 52, 56, 57, 65, 66, 67, 
68, 70, 72, 74, 77, 78, 84, 87, 90, 91, 96, 97, 
100, 102, 103, 106, 108, 110, 127, 183, 134, 
139, 148, 145, 146, 149, 158, 162, 164, 168, 
173, 180, 185, 193, 196, 200, 207, 208, 209, 
210, 211, 212, 213, 218, 219, 222, 223, 226, 
227, 228, 234, 241, 242, 245 
Act, regarding dimensions of coal-baskets, 
42, 143. 
to regulate the sale of goods at public 
vendue, and to limit the number of 
auctioneers, 169, 170, 184-85. 
concerning sealers of wood, 187, 188. 
to prevent fraud in cord wood, 187. 
of Parliament concerning, town meet- 
ings, 224, 
225. 


vessels, 230. 
Province, 111, 
Admiral Vernon, the, 225. 
(See also Taverns.) 
Addresses : sent Governor Francis Bernard, 
BUT A89: 
Advertisements see Newspapers. 
Aliens or foreigners, 11, 51, 71. 
Dutch, 180. 
French, 28, 33. 
Prussian, 72. 
(See also Strangers.) 
Almshouse, the, 2, 3, 23, 34, 96, 212, 213, 222. 
accounts of, 33, 77. 
dead at the, burial of, 53, 92. 
selectmen to visit, 113. 
report of, 116. 
inhabitant of Stoneham, sick 
at, 149, 151. 
inmates of, desire to leave, 
14,17. 111, 122, 
169, 219. 
to go out in 
searchof work, 
168. 
boy at, case of, 216. 
discharged, 168. 
removed, 28, 198. 
died at, 201. 
received into, 2, 3, 5,10, 14, 18, 
19, 20, 24, 32, 35, 36, 44, 47, 49, 
54, 55, 59, 60, 62, 64, 65, 67,70, 
71-72, 73, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 
81, 85, 86, 87, 91, 93, 95, 97, 100, 
101, 102, 104, 105, 106, 107, 111, 
116, 118, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 
141, 143, 145, 148, 153, 161, 168, 
192, 193, 197, 207, 214, 215, 227, 
234, 241, 243. 
keeper of the, 2, 5, 10, 14, 19, 20, 
24, 32, 33, 35, 36, 44, 47, 49, 54, 
55, 57, 59, 60, 61, 62, 64, 65, 70, 
7), 93.16,'16;-77,) 18,19, 80,81, 
85, 86, 87, 91, 95, 97, 100, 101, 
102, 104, 105, 107, 110, 111, 116, 
118, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 134, 
143, 145, 148, 156, 161, 168, 192, 
193, 213, 214, 215, 219, 234, 241, 
243. 
America (sloop), 28, 38, 48, 158, 149. 
accounts of the owners of, 159. 


Amburst (brigantine), 115, 121, 123. 
(See also Ships, etc.) 
Ammunition see Armsand Ammunition. 
Ann street, 65. 
(See also Streets.) 
Apothecaries, 148. 
(See also Trades.) 
Apprentices and Indentures, 128. 
Armories, 192. 
removal of the powder-house, 78, 
79. 
gun-house, to repair, 192. 
Arms and Ammunition : 
requisition for thirty small arms, 
117. 
ammunition, explosion of, 79. 
to inspect, 202. 
loan to the militia, 219. 
town’s powder to inspect, 226- 
Army, the see Troops. 
Artillery company, 2. 
officers of, 63. 
to use Faneuil Hall, 88, 
119 be 
Assembly or Court, General, 22, 62, 74, 133, 
142, 169, 170, 178, 183, 184, 
187, 188, 191, 228. 
petitions, 22. 
speaker of, 62. 
Assessors, 19, 74, 106, 200, 233. 
notice sent the, 56, 106, 158, 205, 
206. 
oath administered to, 95. 
assessment of land about Paddy’s 
Alley, 149-50, 154-55. 
books, 233. 
certificates, 233. 
Assize of Bread see Breadstuffs. 
Auctions and Auctioneers, 169-70, 178, 184- 
5 


choice of auctioneers, 170, 215.. 
restrictions on, removed, 178..- 
law concerning, 215, 
licenses as, 169-70, 184-85, 215... 
Aurora (birgantine), 173, 174. 
(See also Ships, etc.) 


Back street, 16, 69, 84, 108. 
(See also Streets, ) 

Bakers, 3,9, 12, 15, 17, 18, 20, 27, 32, 33, 36,. 
41, 43, 48, 52, 54, 57, 58, 59, 61, 63,. 
65, 66, 69, 71, 73, 75, T7, 78, 80, 81,. 
82, 89, 91, 95, 96, 99, 101, 104, 106, 
108, 110, 111, 112, 119, 128, 128, 131,. 
134, 139, 145, 149, 150, 154, 157, 162,. 
165, 169, 175, 177, 179, 182, 185, 188,. 
189, 192, 195, 200, 204, 207, 210, 211, 
214, 216, 218, 220, 223, 226, 229, 230, 
234, 239, 242, 245, 246, 248. 

bakeries, 16, 96. 
statement of town bakers as to assize 

of bread, 80. 

Baltimore, 153, 160, 163, 235. 

Barnstable, 214, 224. 

Barracks, the, 23, 26. 
Wheel wright’s 35. 
Sugar House Barrack, 42. 
town to erect, 229. 
the several, to examine, as small- 

pox is about, 232. 
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Barracks, at Doan s wharf, 236, 241. 
in King’s street, 239, 248. 
Barrett’s wharf, 187. 
(See also Wharves.) 
Batteries, 20, 92, 108. 
North, 14, 145, 146, 186. 
men to exercise in, 145. 
town’s land near, 149. 
flag for the, 216, 
magazine of, out of order, 
216. 
South, 55, 57, 71, 225. 
Battery-March street, 134. 
paving of, 135. 
(See also Streets.) 
Beaver (brigantine), 204, 205, 206, 207. 
(See also Ships, etc.) 
Beer, two casks of, 43. 
bottled, 121. 
Bells, ringing of, 171. 
New Boston, 171. 
Bequest to poor widows (Mrs. Brooker’s), 
11, 12, 14, 74, 75, 76, 78, 80, 96, 
99, 112, 118, 114, 115, 116, 128, 
151, 158, 159; 161, 165, 177, 181, 
188, 195, 204, 208, 211, 212, 213, 
214, 243, 244. 
draft day determined, 74. 
list of recipients, 14, 76, 107, 108, 
114-15, 116, 124, 159, 208, 244. 
account against, 97. 
bonds, 114, 116, 123, 151, 161, 165, 
177, 181, 188, 195, 204, 208, 211, 
213, 214. 
of fire-engine, to town, 128. 
258 sheep from town of Wind- 
ham, Conn., 221. 
Beverly, 187. 
Bilboa, 207. 
Bill, of expenses incurred in case of Eliza- 
beth Martin, 93. 
Port, 221-22, 226, 228. 
Billet, 224-225. 
Bilrica (Billerica), 246. 
Black Horse lane, 209. 
(See also Streets.) 
Blacksmiths, 214. 
(See also Trades.) 
Blind, 32, 130, 165, 233. 
lane, 81. 
(See also Streets.) 
Boaded (?) Alley, 32. 
(See also Streets, etc.) 
Boats see Ships, etc. 
Bonds see Sureties. 
Books pamphlets, etc: 
law, 10, 111. 
to procure 10. 
containing plans of the streets, 92. 
ey Sane of the Province Laws, 
11. 
Province Acts, 111. 
town, 188. 
Boston, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 15, 16, 7 18, 19, 20, 22), 23. 
24° 25, 26, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 
35, 36, a7 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 
45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 
55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 
65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 
75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 
85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 
95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 
104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 
112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 119, 
120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 
128, 129, 130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 
136, 137, 138, 1389, 140, 141, 142, 142, 
144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 151, 
152, 158, 154, 155, 156, 157, 158, 159, 
160, 161, 162, 163, 164, 165, 166, 167, 
168, 169, 170, 171, 172, 173, 174, 175, 
176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 
184, 185, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 
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192, 193, 194, 195, 196, 197, 198, 199, 
200, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 
208, 209, 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 
216, 217, 218, 219, 220, 221, 222, 223, 
224, 225, 226, 227, 228, 229, 230, 231, 
232, 233, 234, 235, 236, 237, 238, 239, 
240, 241, 242, 248, 244, 245, 246, 247, 
248, 249. 
aspersions to vindicate the town 
from, 7. 
to be indemnified if paupers are left 
within its precints, 51. 
perambulation of line between, and 
Roxbury, 100, 230, 231. 
town clerk to get account of all the 
real estate in, from town treasurer, 
112. 
4th Regiment vs. 224. 
Common, 2, 146, 189, 238. 
title of, to be examined, 11. 
writing school on, 11, 202, 
213. 
hospital at bottom of, 18, 
35, 67. 
to enclose, 78. 
cattle on, 79, 213, 215. 
land on, to view, 97. 
burying ground on, 96, 126, 
241. 


new tombs to build on, 126. 
school- house on, 129. 
bank repaired in, 171. 
damage by carts, to repair, 
215. 
burial in, by night, 239 
Gazette, 248. 
(See also Newspapers.) 
Harbor, 124, 125, 238. 
fishing in, to restrict, 130. 
Neck, 93, 100, 113. 
rent for, 2. 
bull pasture house, 2 
to repair, 12, 79. 
west side of, 2, 19. 
to pave, 69. 
grave for use on, 12, 79. 
land on, improved by Mr. 
Lewis, 81. 
repairs on, 124. 
incumbering, UG Te 
penalties for, 156. 
land and buildings on south 
side of, 176. 
incumbrances, to remove, 214- 
15. 
old powder house on, 215. 
fence on, to view, 216. 
town’s house near, 221. 
fortification on, ground to be 
broken, 227. 
Regiment, 58. 
(See also Troops.) 
Bottles, six hampers of, 46, 40. 
Bourn, Mr. requested to open town meeting 
with prayer, 10. 
Braintree, 59, 73, 124. 
Bran, 34, 39, 50. 
Brattle square, 29. 
(See also Streets.) 
Brazen Head, The 81. 
(See also Taverns.) 
Bread street, 133. 
(See also Streets.) 
Breadstuffs, wheat, rye, indian, flour, efc., 3, 
9, 12, 15, 17, 18, 20, 27, 32, 33, 36, 
41, 43, 48, 52, 54, 57, 58, 59, 62, 
63, 64, 65, 66, 69, 71, 73, 75, 77, 
78, 80, 81, 82, 89, 91, 95, 96, 99, 
101, 104, 106, 108, 110, 111,112, 
119, 123, 128, 131, 134, 139, 145, 
149, 150, 154, 157, 158, 160, 162- 
163, 165-66, 167, 169, 175, 177, 
179, 182, 185, 188, 189, 192, 195, 
96, 200, 204, 207, 210, 211, 214, 
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Breadstuffs, etc., continued. 

216, 218, 220, 222, 223, 226, 229, 
230, 234, 239, 242, 245, 246, 248. 

assize of bread, 3, 9, 12, 15, 17, 
Peete Bz. $83./56; 41, 43, 
48, 52, 54, 57, 58, 59, 61, 62, 
63-64, 65, 66, 69, 71, 73, 75, 77, 
78, 80, 81, 82, 89, 91, 95, 96, 99, 
101, 104, 106, 108, 110, 111, 
112, 119, 123, 128, 131, 134, 
139, 145, 149, 150, 154, 157, 
162, 165-66, 169, 175, 177, 179, 
182, 185, 188, 189, 192, 195- 
96, 200. 204, 207, 210, 211, 213, 
214, 216; 218, 220, 222, 228, 
226, 229, 230, 234, 239, 242, 
245, 246, 248. 

Brick Kiln to open, 226. 

Bricks, 215. 

Bridges: draw, 35, 69. 

over common sewer, 70. 
mill, 99. 

Bridgewater, 127. 

British Coffee-house, 142. 

(See also Taverns.) 

British Constitution of Government, trans- 
actions of town do not militate with any 
law, or the, 9. 

Brittania (ship) 92,93, 94. 

(See also Ships.) 
Bromfield’s lane, 29. 
(See also Streets.) 
Brooker’s Donation see Bequest. 
Buildings to erect :— 
gun house near the common, 2. 
scuttle in roof, permit 
to make, 173. 
added to bull pasture house, 2, 4. 
on North Battery, 14. 
a bake-house, 16. 
tallow-chandlers’ house, 112. 
to erect, for soapboilers, 145. 
barracks, 229. 
town’s, 17, 80, 129, 214. 
north side of Neck, 64. 
shop on bull pasture, 2, 11. 
Faneuil Hall, 11. 
shop improved by — Jackson, 12. 
new watch house on town’s land 
adjoining Fortification, 42. 
store opposite the Golden Ball, 
66, 96, 128. 
warehouses, 71, 89, 114, 146, 171. 
slaughter-house, 75, 85. 
engine-house, 81, 148. 
shop in Queen street, 96. 
cellar under the Granary, 100. 
town-house cellar, 109. 
shop near Concert Hall, 112, 113, 
167. 
house at South End, 166. 
house and buildings on the south 
side of the Neck, 176. 
occupied by J/r. Barret, 204. 
house near the Neck, 221. 
Owners of : — 
Mr. Blowers, h. 3. 
Wm. Page, h. 4, 5. 
Myr. Billings, h., 10. 
Mr. Thomas Webb, h., 12. 
Benjamin Peirce, h., 18. 
Mr. Thos. Cunningham, h., 20. 
Mr. Mavericks, h., 21, 36. 
Miles Greenwood, h., 29. 
Edward Blanchard, store, 29. 
John Whitty, h., 29. 
Sarah Daws, h., 29. 
Frances Look, h., 29. 
David McCloud, shop, 29. 
Mary Bradlee, h. 29. 
Jonathan Williams. h., 29. 
Benjamin Rumley, h. 29. 
Mr. William Dickman, h., 22. 
Mr. Joseph Tyler, h., 22, 23. 


Buildings, Owners of : — 


Mr. Kdward Crafts, h., 22, 23, 
Mr. Townsend, h., 25. 

John Fiske, h., 29. 

Samuel Breeding, h., 29. 
Daniel Jones, h., 29. 
Ebenezer Floyd, h., 29. 
Mary Hall, h., 29. 

William Dall, h., 29. 
Francis Salmon, h., 29. 
Daniel Calf, h., 29. 
Muntgear McCawell, sh., 29. 
Joseph Snelling, h., 29. 
Samuel Webb, h., 29. 

John Hood, h., 29. 

Rebecca Badger, h., 29. 
Thomas Rand, h., 29. 

Ann Chandler, h., 29. 
Margaret Bickner, h., 29. 
Joseph Henderson, dis., 29. 
Ezekial Cheevers, dis., 29. 
Benjamin Goodwin, dis., 29. 
John Cleland, h., 29. 
Susannah Wells, h., 29. 
Rebecca Edes, h., 29. 
Henry Trail, shop, 29. 

John Smith, h., 29. 
Glidden, sh. yd., 29. 

— Pullings, h., 29. 

John Langdon, h., 29. 

Tho. Daws, £sq.. h., 29. 
Capt. Mulberry, h., 30. 

Mr. Tuckerman, h., 32, 33. 
—— Richards, shop, 35. 
Mr. Dolling Edwards, h., 35. 
Mr. Simpson, h., 36. 

Jacob Royal, #sq., h., 48. 
Mr. Robert Pierrepont, h., 46. 
Mr. Edward Carnes, h., 47. 
Mrs. Tayler, h., 47. 

Capt. William Mackay, h., 48. 
Capt. Small, h., 51. 

Mrs. Pollard, h., 52. 

Mr. Edes, b., 56. 

Wm. Bullfinch, h., 56. 
Capt. Ichabod Jones, h., 59. 
Mr. Hancock, 59, 77, 78, 146. 
Myr. John Field, h., 68. 

Mr. Atkins, b., 69, 70. 

Dr. Noyes, h., 69. 

Mr. Payne, b., 69. 

Mr. Syrcomb, h., 70, 145. 
Widow Fitch, h., 71. 

Mr. Greenleaf, h., 71. 
Deacon Collins, h., 73. 
Widow Maverick, 73. 

—— Jackson, sh., 81. 

— Stoddard, sh., 81. 

Mr. Green, b. 81. 
hurelwsDeole 

Col. Jackson, dis., 838, 126, 243, 
Mr. Storer, h., 83. 

Mr. Avery, h., 84. 

John Osgood, h., 84. 

Maj. Doan, h., 87. 

Mr. Thornton, h., 97. 

Wm. Stoddard, h., 97. 

Mr. Stone, h., 97. 

Capt. Beals, h., 105. 

Mr. John Fleet, h., 106. 
Nathaniel Hall, d., 108. 

Mr. Cordis, h., 1138. 

Mr. Williston, h., 127. 

Mr. Dalton, h., 137. 

Mr. Benjamin Sumner, sh., 137. 
Mr. May, b., 188. 

Mr. Winter Calf, h., 161. 
Robert Hallowell, h., 165. 
Mr. Loring, h., 168. 

Robert Williams, h., 173. 
—— Summers, h., 182. 

—— Edwards, sh., 182. 
Isaac Winslow, d., h., 188. 
Scott and Gill, st., 194. 
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Buildings, Owners of : — 
Widow Rolinson, h., 198. 
Agnis Procter, h., 199. 
Mr. Clark, h., 203. 
Mrs. Minot, h., 207. 
Capt. Foresight, h., 209. 
Mrs. Marston, h., 219. 
John Crosby, sh., 225. 
Mr. Milliken, h., 236. 
Dr. Hill, h., 237, 238, 239. 
Capt. Trig, h., 237, 238, 239. 
Capt. Finwick, 238. 
Lieut. Clarke, h., 237, 238, 239. 
Mr. McFadden, h., (tees 243, 
—— Bartlett, h., 24 2 
Mr. Ruggles, h., 
Mr. King, h., oi. 
Myr. Ranks, h., 248, 249. 
Bull Pasture house see Boston Neck. 
Bulls see Cattle. 
Wharf see Wharves. 
Bunch of Grapes Tavern, 133, 235, 236. 
(See also Taverns.) 
Burial places, 65, 148. 
burials in, 53, 209. 
new burying ground, 92. 
permit to build tombs in, 96. 
overcrowded condition of, 92. 
Common, 96, 193, 239, 241. 
tombs to build in, 126. 
walls of, to keep in 
repair, 102, 126. 


to view ground 
where are to be 
built, 97. 


North, 111, 213. 
sextons, 53, 65, 92, 111, 193, 210, 217. 
South, tombs in, to build, 136, 139. 
grave diggers, 166, 169, 193. 
chappel, 193. 
sextons not to bury persons on the 
Sabbath night, unless absolutely 
necessary, 209. 
Church burying ground, 213. 
tombs in, 215. 
old burying place, 217, 241. 
near the Granary, 217. 
burial of the poor, 231. 
Butchers, 67, 68, 75, 101, 143, 164, 188. 
(See also Trades. ) 
Butler’s Row, 29. 
(See "also Streets.) 
By-laws see Orders, town. 


Cadets, 121. 
(See also Troops.) 

Cadiz, 33. 
Cambridge, 58, 119. 

Little, 149. 

street, 60. 

\ See also Streets.) 
Canada, small-pox in, 50. 
return of pauper to, 67. 

Candlesticks to procure, 200. 
Cannada see Canada. 
Caseau (Canso”?), 49, 191. 
Cape Ann, 82, 85, 87, 90, 91,133, 152, 197, 

198, 207. 

Codd, 208. 
Ninola, 130. 
Carolina, 133. 
Carpenters see Trades. 
Carriages, 180. 
Carriages (gun?) for the South batteries, 
57 


Carts, trucks, etc. : — 
carting, 148. 
injury done by, 215. 
Castle William, 25, 28, 31, 34, 38, 39, 47, 50, 
60, 125, 126, 133, 142, 146, 
147, 157, 158, 159, 160, 161, 
163, 168. 
(See also Fortifications.) 
soldiers at, 135. 


Crry Document No. 42. 


Castle William, soldiers at, down with 
fever, 67. 

(See also Troops.) 

Cattle, town bulls, 55, 79, 124, 2138, 222. 


hay for the, 79. 
list of cows, 215. 
to tax, 79. 
Certificates, 3, 4, 15, 28, 31, 34, 37, 38, 39, 43, 
44, 46, 47, 48, 50, 51, 83, 85, 94, 120, 126, 
127, Lote 158- 59, 179, 185, 188, 200, 218. 
Chaplains, 231. 
( See also Ministers.) 
Chappel (King’s?) burying-ground, 193. 
(See also Burial places.) 
Charcoal, 142, 143. 
Charlestown, 2, 129, 224, 231. 
ferry, 226. 
Charter Council, 242. 
(See also Council.) 
street, 69, 205. 
(See also Streets.) 
Chelsea, 53, 54, 55, 149. 
selectmen of, 55. 
Chicken-pox, 30. 
(See also Diseases, infections.) 
Chimnies, defective, 1, 2, 4, 5, 35, 40, 68, 183, 
184, 242. 
pulling down of, results in suit 
against town, 91, 140. 
Church burying ground, 213. 
(See also Burial places.) 
Cloth, 245. 
Coal baskets, 184. - 
to measure, 91, 109, 142. 
Act regarding dimensions of, 
142, 143. 
charcoal, 142, 148. 
crates, 151. 
measurer of, 173, 180. 
Coffee-house. application for permit to open 
a, at Wr. Stone’s tavern, 69. 
British, 142. 
Cold lane, 29, 182, 183, 209, 237. 
(See also Streets.) 
Collection for Christopher Monk, 212. 
Collectors of Taxes see Taxes. 
Colonies, the, 6, 221. 
Comic Satirick Lecture, to prevent, 169. 
Commissions, 187-88. 
Committees to lay address before the Gov- 
ernor, 4.6. 
inquire into accounts of Drs. 
Waa and Gardner, 


to BE poh some abuses in the 
market, 5. 

to consider what to do to vindi- 
cate the town from aspersions 
cast upon it, 7. 

to inquire into ability of Wr. Proc- 
tor’s lad to discharge duties of 
an usher, 10. 

to visit the 
School, 10. 

examine into title of the Com- 
mon, ll. 

to consult a lawyer relative to 
Mrs. Whitney’s negro, 11. 

to repair King street, 12 

to inquire into case of Mr. Em- 
mons, 12. 

to view the North Battery, re- 
specting the erection of a 
building thereon, 14. 

to order repairs on North writ- 
ing school, 14. 

to view the Green engine, 16. 

to view site for bake-house, 16. 

concerning case of Wm. Dix, 
16; 17; 

to wait on Rev. 
bf 

concerning aliens and paupers, 
aye 


South Writing 


Myr. Lothrop, 
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Committee to examine Dr. Gardner’s ac- Committee relative to new keeper of hospital 


counts, 18. 

to send a number of poor per- 
sons to the Provinces they be- 
long to, 18. 

to repair school in Queen street, 
21 


to investigate cases of small- 
Ox, 23. 
to take proper precautions, 32- 


to obtain a passage to Quebec 
for a Frenchman, 33. 

to view defective chimnies, 40, 
219, 242. 

to order necessary repairs on the 
South Writing school, 41. 

to view ground of Mrs. Tayler, 47. 

of clerks from the market, 49. 

to inquire into case of Mrs. 
Beacham, 49. 

on repairs of North Schools, 50. 

to examine small-pox accounts, 


of Overseers of the Poor, 53. 
to call executors of Mrs. Brook- 
ers’ will to immediate set- 
tlement, 55. 
report of committee, 55. 
to inspect South battery, 55. 
obtain passage for one Mary 
French and two children and 
others to Halifax, 57. 
to procure a chaplain for town 
meeting, 57, 62, 82,124, 166,177, 
213, 217, 246. 
to wait upon the Lieut.-Govern- 
or and inform him of disorder 
and riots among the soldiers, 
57. 
to build wharf at Province hos- 
pital, West Boston, 63. 
to investigate condition of Dock 


Square, 64. 
on repairing watch house at the 
Dock, 65. 
hospital at New 
Boston, 66. 


on repairs at Rainsford Island, 67. 
to view bridge over common 
sewer, 70. 

paving done by Mr. 
Hutchinson, 72. 
on the Brooker bequest, 78, 112, 
161. 
to enclose the Common, 78. 
to take care of the Common, 113. 
to repair town’s warehouses, 78. 
rent of town’s warehouses, 89. 
to provide passage for James 
Connor and family, 79. 
to order repairs to Blind lane, 81. 
Lynand Ferry- 
way streets, 81. 
to let town’s pastures at South 
End, 90. 
to settle bounds of town’s land, 
90. 
to enquire relative to land of 
Tuckerman Piermont e¢ ais., 
90. 
to view ground where permit to 


at new Boston, 119. 

to procure a passage to Maryland 
for one Hayley, 122. 

to assign a place for the sale of 
fish in the market, 123, 196. 

repairs on the Neck, 124. 

repairs to store near Golden 
Ball, 128. 

to view the school house on the 
Common, 129. 

to direct paving of Bread street, 
133. 


to widen passage way near mar- 
ket, 134. 
head of 
the town 
dock, 134, 
149. 
on suitof J/r. Jacob Emmons vs. 
town, 140. 
on lease of stalls at market, 143. 
ae in Mr. Hancock’s house, 
6. 
to view town’s land near North 
battery, 149. 
repair head of the Dock, 149. 
relative to the new street, 150. 
on correspondence, 150, 229, 243. 
to view Essex street, 150. 
to examine into state of engine- 
house near the Old South 
church, 151. 
repairs to Mr. Proctor’s school- 
house, 151. 
to provide a stove for South 
writing school, 161. 
to instruct town clerk as to 
method of keeping accounts, 
161. 
to repair bank in Common, 171. 
to view defective chimney, 183. 
to settle bounds of land, 189, 190- 
91 


to view Fleet street, 200. 

to act upon petition to be allowed 
to set up posts in Dock square, 
200, 201. 

to get a passage to Philadelphia 
for one Ewins, 201. 

to inspect the T’own’s arms, 202. 

on lamps, 210. 

on town meetings, 212. 

to view the North burying 
ground, 213. 

to order repairs on house for 
schoolmaster, 214. 

to view Sea street, 214. 

fence on the Neck, 216 

to inquire into case of boy at the 
aliunshouse, 216. 

_to lend out the Town’s arms, 219. 

on ways and means, 221, 226. 

to inspect Town’s powder, 226. 

of several town’s meet at Faneuil 
hall, 229, 

on small-pox at barracks, 232. 

on precautions in cases of small. 
pox, 238. 

on donations, 245. 


Common, the see Boston Common. 


Shore (sewer) see Drains. 


build tombs is asked, 97. 
to view land on the Common, 97. 
to settle rent of cellar under the 
Granary, 100. 
to inquire into the case of James 
Otis, 103, 104. 
on Oration, 110, 166. likeness of the late Mr. White- 
to view Mr. Lovel’s fence, 114. field (w xwork) to exhibit 
to visit Cambridge and instruct in, 97. 
the Representatives on Prov- town’s shop near, 112. 
ince law relating to strangers, comic lecture at, forbidden, 169. 
119. ; land near, 189, 


street, 29. 
(See also Streets). 
Companies :— 
East India Company, 202, 203. 
Concert see Faneuil Hall. 
Hall, 167, 189. 
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Concord, selectmen of, 36. 
congress at, 248. 
Connecticut, 105, 126, 128, 221, 222. 
Congress see Concord. 
Constables, 68, 108, 150, 168, 198, 216, 231, 
234-35, 240-41, 245. 
of Scituate, 141. 
of the watch at New Boston, 
167, 171, 172, 216. 
staff, to purchase, 168 
ot West Boston watch, 171. 
of North watch, 171. 
of watch at the Dock, 171. 
appointments of, 172. 
to look after sellers of liquor, 
220. 
complain of officers, 241. 
Copp’s Hill, 97, 149. 
ferry way near, 149. 
Corn court, 83. 
(See also Streets.) 
fields, 232. 
Hill, 29, 68. 
(See also Streets.) 
Correspondence see Letters. 
Cotton, Y0, 91, 
wool, 138, 184. 
Council, His Majesty’s, 8, 62, 79, 87, 89. 
Charter, 242. 
County, the, see Suffolk County. 
of Middlesex see Middlesex. 
ail, 3. 
treasurer, 10, 21, 42, 51, 62, 81. 
Court, General see Assembly. 
of general ov quarter sessions, 28, 79, 
104, 108, 169, 170, 178, 222, 225. 
clerk of the, 225. 
house, 169. 
superior, 71, 154. 
case of Hider William Parkman, 172. 
probate, 14, 103, 172, 194. 
Judge of, 14, 55, 103, 182, 
172, 194. 
on case of Abigail 
Peirce, 14. 
Sarah Taylor, 
194, 197. 
Cowkeeper appointed, 79, 124. 
directions to, 73, 222. 
Credentials, 213. 
Cripples, 180. 
Crooked lane, 44. 
(See also Streets.) 
Cross street, 30, 33, 59, 241, 248, 249, 
(See also Streets.) 
Crown Coffee house, 122. 
(See also Vaverns.) 
Cryer see Town. 
Custom house, fire at, 169. 


Dalton’s Row, 29. 
(See also Streets.) 
Dancing School, request to open, 82. 
and fencing, 53. 
Dedham, 120, 127, 152. 
Deeds, quit-claims, e¢c., 201. 
Deerfield, 19. 
Deer Island, 11, 58, 104, 168, 191-92. 
supplies for, 4. 
selectmen to visit, 95, 104. 
stones ov ballast taken from, 
104, 146. 
application for, 168. 
repairs at, 191-92. 
Delph ware, 174. 
Depositions, 6, 241. 
Deserters, 141. 
(See also Troops.) 
Diseases, infectious, 13, 19, 22, 23, 26, 27, 28, 
30, 32, 33, 42, 80, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 
87, 92, 93, 94, 95, 101, 115, 117, 118, 
121, 1238, 124, 125, 135, 186, 137, 188, 
139, 140, 143, 144, 151, 152, 153, 154, 
155, 157, 159, 160, 161, 172, 173, 174, 
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175 176, 178,179, 180, 181, 184, 185 
186, 187, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 
196, 198, 199, 200, 202, 204, 205, 206, 
207, 217, 218, 220, 232, 234, 235, 236, 
237, 238, 239, 240, 241, 242, 243, 244— 
45, 246, 247, 248, 249. 
chicken-pox, 30. 
fever, 67, 105. 
(See also Small-pox.) 
protest against a hospital for, 
at Wheclwright’s wharf, 71. 
Disorder see Riots, eéc. 
Distillers, 172. 
Tompson and Phillebrown, 27. 
Joseph Henderson, 29. 
Ezekiel Cheever, 29. 
Benjamin Goodwin, 29. 
Nathaniel Hall, 108. 
Isaac Winslow, 1838. 
Col. Jackson, 243. 
Distracted persons see Insane. 
Doan’s wharf, 236, 241. 
(See also Wharves.) 
Dock, the, rails round, 79. 
drain near, 118. 
passage-way at head of, to widen, 
134, 149. 
repair, 149. 
warehouses on, broken into, 171. 
square, 35, 64. 
to set up posts in, 200, 201. 
(See ulso Streets.) 
watch, 40. 
repairs to house, to order, 65. 
constable of, 65, 171. 
Dolphin, (schooner) 163, 198, 194. 
(See also Ships.) 
Dominica (San Domingo,) 184, 185, 186. 
Donations, 243, 244, 
Myr. Hancock to Boston, fire-en- 
gine, 128. 
Town of Windham, Conn., to 
Boston, of 258 sheep, 221. 
(See also Bequests.) 
Dorchester, 11, 49, 75. 
Dove (schooner) 153, 155. 
(See also Ships.) 
Downs, the, 82, 98, 115. 
Drafts, 129. 
In favor of : — 
Capt. Paddock et als., 2. 
Sharp e¢ als., 3, 168. 
Read e¢ als., 4. 
Gideon Gardner, 4. 
Capt Sutton et als., 10. 
Mr. Samuel Adams (collector of 
taxes) 10. 
Capt. Sharp, et als., 12, 69, 108, 205, 
247. 


Capt. Franklyne, ef a/s., 18, 239. 

Isaac Cummins (constable) 19. 

Lambert & Kilby, 20. 

Edward Holiyday, 21, 62. 

Mr.'Thomas Williston, 32. 

Mr. Hartley, 32, 44, 55. 

Town clerk, 32, 62, 66, 71, 89, 97, 
+ 104, 134, 151, 189. 

My. Love, 32, 141, 151, 180, 219, 236. 

Mr. Curtis, et als., 35. 158, 243. 

Mr. Putnam, eZ als., 36, 48, 56. 

Mr. Saml. Ruggles, 42. 

Samuel Hassham, 44. 

Mr. Gains, 51, 52, 97. 

Maj. Jonathan Payson, 51. 

My. Abraham Savage, 51. 

Wm. White, 64. 

Wm. White & Co., over-paid, 75. 

Benj. Henderson, 81. 

Hutchinson & Co., 95, 134, 194. 

Jonathan Jenkins, et als., 97. 

Thos. Uran ef ais., 99. 

Shubael Hewes, 113. 

William Barret, 134, 245. 

Wm. Sutton, ef als., 137. 
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Drafts, in favor of, 
Jacob Bucknam, 139-140, 148. 
Wm. Bass, 149. 
Ebenezer Gaffee, 149. 
Mr. James Burrows, 150-51, 
Mr. Shubael Hines, or Hewes, 161, 
169. 
Capt. Sloan et als., 182. 
Thomas Moore, 188. 
Widow Mary Mayes, 204. 
Mr. Norcrost et als., 207. 
Mr. Scott, 210. 
Dr. Whitworth, 214. 
Mr. Edward Smith (lamplighter), 
226. 
Samuel Franklyne e¢ a/s., 230. 
Drains, applications to be permitted to open, 
12, 17, 47, 48, 59, 70, 71, 83, 84, 118, 
126, 127, 128, 136, 146, 147, 156, 178, 
180, 183, 209, 214, 219, 224, 247. 
common shore (sewer), 13, 18, 37, 
47, 60, 69, 70, 71, 84, 126, 127, 136, 
209, 214, 219. 
permission to lay, 14, 38. 
to repair, 97. 
near the Dock, 118. 
assessment for opening, 209. 
Drake (schooner) 167. 
(See also Ships, ete.) 
Draw-bridge see Bridges. 
Dr. Cooper’s Church, 165. 
Cutler’s Church, 29. 
Eliot’s Church, 139. 
Sewall’s Church, 75. 
(See also Meeting-houses.) 
Dutch, 243. 
number of, on sloop Molly, 180. 
(See also Aliens.) 


Eagle, (schooner) 189-90. 
(See also Ships, etc.) 
Earthern-ware, crates of, 156. 
East India Company, 202. 
(See also Companies.) 
Elder William Parkman, case of, 172. 
(See also Probate Court.) 
Election day, town to dine Governor and 
Council on, 175. 
Elizabeth (schooner) 46, 53, 160. 
Elizabeth Hinshee, case of, 36. 
Elizabeth Martin, case of, 93. 
Eliot street, 13. 
(See also Streets.) 
Engine see Fires. 
see Hay. 
England, 78, 79. 
Entertainment, for town officials, public 
dinner to provide, 100, 230. 
for Governor and Council, 
175. 
to be omitted, because of dis- 
tressed times, 222. 
Essays see Field Husbandry. 
Essex street, 150, 169. 
(See also Streets.) 
Esther (schooner), 31. 
Estimates of repairs necessary at Deer Is- 
land, 191-92. 
Evidence see Law. 
Export, raw silk to become, 120. 


‘ 


Faneuil Hall, 66, 120, 149, 150, 175. 

artillery men to exercise in, 11, 
18, 88. 

for drill, 167, 176. 

for use of merchants, 13. 

market, 65, 164. 

stalls in, 103, 105, 106, 
143, 164, 188. 

town’s people ask for use of, 

76 


Mr. Bryant expelled from, 105. 
cadets to use, 121, 146. 
military corps to use, 149. 
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Faneuil Hall, use of, to dine the Governor 
Ss Council, on Election day, 
175. 
for a concert, 194. 
committees of several towns 
meet at, 229. 
for service on Sabbath for 4th 
Regiment, 231. 
withdrawal of permit, by vote, 
231. 
loft in, 233. 
Farmington, 201. 
Fees or allowances, 187. 
restriction, 188. 
Fencing-master, 47. 
and dancing school, request to 
open, 953. 
Ferries : — 
Winnesimet, 4, 225. 
foals dirt near, to remove, 
] 


ferry-way near Copps Hill, 149. 
Charlestown, 226. 
Ferryway street, 81. 
(See also Streets.) 
Fevers, 67, 105. 
(See also Disease, infectious.) 
Field Husbandry, essay on, 121. 
Fines and forfeitures, 188. 
(See also Penalties.) 
Fire, damage by, 3, 4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 35, 36, 
43, 51, 52, 56, 69, 75, 97, 99, 108, 113, 
158. 
engine-houses, 81, 128. 
engines No. 2, 3; 3, 97, 2386; 4, 43, 56, 
99; 5,4; 6,35; 97; 7, 10, 84, 
1037 138i, Lol e830 3 95.18. 
Green, 16. 
Hancock, 128, 130, 162. 
New Boston, 51. 
near Old South church, 151. 
companies, 3, 4, 5, 69, 84, 108, 113, 118, 
166. 
men, 3, 4, 5, 27, 35, 52, 59, 66, 67, 76, 84, 
101, 102, 107, 108, 109, 118, 126, 
128, 145, 146, 151, 159, 161, 164, 
16650167, 168, 1697 Lule li meous 
181, 186, 188, 203, 204, 205, 212, 
215, 216, 236, 245, 249. 
premiums, 3, 4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 35, 36, 43, 
51, 52, 56, 69, 75, 97, 108, 137, 
158, 161, 168, 169, 182, 205, 
207, 230, 236, 2389, 248, 247. 
at the Court house, 169. 
wood see Wood. 
works, 41. 
to exhibit from roof of gun- 
house, 1738. 
place unsafe, 209. 
Fish, sale of, in the market, 123. 
taking of, in the Harbor, 180-131. 
fishing grounds, 130. 
decrease of, 130. 
stalls for, 196, 
street, 48. 
(See also Streets.) 
Flag halliards to procure, 201. 
for the North Battery, 216. 
Flats (fishing grounds) 130. 
Fleet street, 200. 
(See also Streets.) 
Flour see Breadstuffs. 
Foreign trade see Trade. 
Fore street, 225. 
( See also Streets.) 
Fortifications : — 29, 146, 149, 169, 216. 
gates, 39, 40. 
Castle William, 25, 28, 31, 34, 
47,50, 60, 125, 138, 142, 168. 
shop near, 35. 
guard-house near, 42. 
new watch near, 42, 43, 46, 72, 
80. 
land near, for a pottery, 112. 
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Fortifications; governor orders breaking of 
ground near, on the Neck, 
227. 
(See also Batteries.) 
French, 28, 33 
petition to be allowed to teach, 213 
refused, 72. 
emigrants, 96. 
language, request to be allowed to 
teach, 132. 
Frendship, (schooner), 83, 85, 86, 87, 88. 
(See also Ships, etc.) 


Gaol, 4. 
fire at the, 4. 
town cryer lodged in, 130. 
Garrison, townspeople fear intention to re- 
duce Boston to condition of a, 228. 
Gazette, Edes and Gills see newspapers. 
George Tavern, 41. 
(See also Taverns.) 
General Court see Assembly. 
Gib’s lane, 92. 
(See also Streets.) 
Glass, 121. 
Glaziers, 122. 
(See also Trades.) 
Glidden’s Shipyard, 29. 
(See also Ships, efc.) 
Gloucester, 151, 152. 
Selectmen of, 201. 
Golden Ball, The, 66, 96, 128. 
rent of a store near, 96, 128. 
repairs to store near, 128. 
(See also Taverns.) 
Govenor, the, 4, 8, 21, 79, 85, 87, 89, 92, 99, 
125, 126, 137, 138, 152, 155, 158- 
59, 160-61, 162, 163-64, 167, 168, 
174, 175, 176, 179, 186, 218, 224- 
25, 227, 228, 231, 232, 234, 238, 
243, 247. 
address to the, 4, 6, 7, 8, 227-28. 
reply of, 79, 228. 
petition to, 157. 
and council, 8. 
informed that vessels refused to 
stop at Castle William, 161. 
to, concerning Brigantine IJn- 
dustry, 15. 
lieut., 28, 31, 34, 37, 38,39, 43, 
44, 46, 47, 50, 51, 57, 92. 
Grampus (sloop), 163. 
(See also Ships, efc.) 
Granary, accounts of, 10, 77. 
cellar under, to rent, 100. 
burying ground near, 217. 
Grand Jury, 48. 
Granry see Granary. 
Grave-diggers, 166, 193. 
approved as, 169. 
(See also Burial places.) 
Gravel for use on the Neck, 12, 79. 
(See also Boston Neck.) 
use on Essex street, 169. 
Gravesend (England), 92. 
Green Dragon, The, 29. 
(See also Taverns). 
engine, the, see Engines. 
Green’s lane, 147, 178, 180. 
(See also Streets.) 
Grenadiers, new company of, 117, 
(See also Troops). 
Gridley’s lane, 146. 
(See also Streets). 
Griffin’s wharf, 28. 
(See also Wharves.) 
Grindstones, 194. 
Groceries, to furnish, 233. 
Guadaloupe, 82, 83, 85. 
(See adso Islands,) 
Guard-house, 39, 42, 221. 
main, of 59th Regt., 234, 
guards assault persons, 228. 
Gun-house see armories. 
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Halifax, 17, 57, 94, 95, 199. 
selectmen of, complain to Geni. 
Gage, of soldier’s misconduct, 
247. 
Hallifax see Halifax. 

Hall, the, see Faneuil Hall. 
Hammers for sealers of 
Leather. 

Hancock Engine, 162. 
(See also Fires.) 
wharf, 29, 225. 
(See also Wharves.) 
Handspikes, 201. 
Hannah, (sloop), 89, 50, 163. 
(See also Ships, etc.) 
Hanover street, 237, 238, 239. 
(See also Streets). 
Harmony (brigantine), 83, 84. 
(See also Ships, etc.) 
Havana, 134. 
Haward (hayward) see Cowkeeper. 
Hay, weighers of, 53. 
appointed, 53, 76. 
engine, 151, 216. 
ground where hay scales stand, 204, 
216. 
Hemp, 60, 98, 99, 101, 115, 116, 204, 206, 207. 
(See also Ships’ cargoes). 
Henry (brigantine), 151, 152. 
(See also Ships, etc.) 
Hides, 68, 75, 101, 105. 
(See also Leather). 
Hope (sloop), 46, 47. 
Holyoke street, 13. 
(See also Streets.) 
Horse Shoe, 32. 
(See also Taverns.) 
trainer desires to exhibit, 
189. 
Hospitals, 214, 239, 248. 
Rainsford, 15, 27, 30, 32, 33, 34, 
35, 36, 37, 38, 41, 42, 43, 44, 47, 
48,49, 52, 53, 54, 60, 68, 82, 86, 
87, 90, 93, 94, 98, 115, 117, 118, 
121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 135, 137, 
138, 139, 140, 141, 148, 144, 151, 
152, 143, 154, 157, 164, 166, 174, 
178, 187, 189, 190, 191, 192, 204, 
217, 218, 222, 230, 235, 239, 240. 
at bottom of the Common, 18, 19, 
35; 67: 
regimental, 19. 
Province, 19. 
at New Boston, 20, 22, 25, 26, 30, 
32, 37, 38, 42, 43, 48, 66, 70, 119, 
122, 123, 154, 158, 185, 215, 232- 
33, 234, 235, 236, 237, 240, 241, 
243, 246, 247. 
keeper of, 43, 44, 68, 119, 185, 215. 
repairs on, 22, 68. 
nurses, 22, 33. 
at West Boston, 24, 31, 236, 248, 
249, 
wharf to build at, 63. 
necessary repairs at Rainsford, 
67, 68 
account of expense for care of 
inmate, 166. 
accounts, 226. 
ship, 238, 241, 242, 248, 249. 
Hyspaniola, 124. 


leather see 


refused, 


Indentures see Apprentices. 
Industry (brigantine), 13. 
small-pox on board, 13. 
thoroughly fumigated, 15. 
(See also Ships, efc.) 
Inhabitants of the town, 1, 8, 22, 28, 3031, 
34, 38, 39, 46, 57, 
66, 74, 79, 96, 101, 
120, 136, 137, 138, 
145, 148, 150, 156, 
160, 163, 165, 172, 
174, 176, 181, 186, 
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Inhabitants of the town, continued. 

193, 195, 202, 203, 
206, 218, 224, 227, 
228, 230, 231, 238, 
236, 237, 238, 240, 
246. 

accepted as, 11, 17, 
169. 


trouble between, 
and King’s sol- 
diers, 39, 40, 46. 

complain of defec- 
tive chimnies, 40 

of other towns, list 
of, who should be 
taxed, 56. 

to consider expedi- 
ency of widen- 
ing way into Ann 
street, 64-65. 

protest against es- 
tablishment of a 


hospital at W hee.- 
wright’s ‘wharf, 
rele 


petition to rein- 
state South watch, 
72. 
ask for use of Fan- 
euil hall, 76, 77. 
warrant to remove 
from Scituate 
John Pierce and 
family to Boston, 
141. 
petition for a town 
meeting, 148. 
not, of the town, or Province, 2, 
5, 14, 18, 19, 24, 32, 34, 35, 36, 44, 
49, 54, 56, 60, 62, 64, 67, 70, 72, 
75, 76, T7, 79, 80, 81, 85, 86, 91, 
97, 101, 102, 103, 105, 106, 107, 
109, 111, 116, 118, 127, 128, 129, 
130, 14], 145, 148, 149, 154, 161, 
162, 192, 212, 214, 224, 2338. 
Innholders, licenses as, 186. 
petition for, 69, 108. 
allowed, 29, 35, 44, 57, 
64, 87, 108, 122,225-26. 
disallowed, 29, 30, 122. 
list of, 28, 29, 186, 225- 
26. 


passed 
222. 
to be watched, 220. 
(See also Licenses). 
Inoculation for small-pox forbidden, 234, 
237. 
(See also Small Pox.) 
Insane, 5, 14, 23, 103, 119-20, 132, 172, 194, 
197. 
Interest on moneys (part of the Brooker 
Donation), 59. 
Ireland, 78, 79. 
passage to, 143. 
Iron, 34, 37, 38, 43, 44, 46, 47, 48, 50, 53, 158, 
160. 


upon, 


workers, 57. 
(See also Trades.) 
Island, the, see Rainsford Island. 
Islands : — 
Rainsford, 18, 27, 28, 30; 32; 33, 34, 
35, 36, 37, 38, 41, 42, 43, 44, 47, 48, 
49, 53, 54, 60, 67, 68, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 
87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 98, 101, 
115, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 127, 135, 
137, 138, 189, 140, 141, 143, 144, 145, 
151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 157, 164, 
166, 173, 174, 175, 178, 179, 181, 184, 
186, 187, 189-90, 191, 192, 193, 194, 
195, 196, 198, 199, 200, 204, 217, 218, 
220, 235, 239. 
Deer, 4, 95, 104, 146, 168, 186, 191-92. 
Turks’ 193, 194. 


Islands : — 
West Indies, 34, 135. 
Guadaloupe, 82. 
Long, 192. 
Newfoundland, 122, 127, 180. 
Castle, 153. 
Jayl (Jail) see Gaol. 
John (galley), 60, 61. 
Jolliff’s lane, 180, 183. 
(See also Streets.) 
Jurors, choice of, 71, 108. 
petit, 116, 191. 
Justices of the Peace, 16, 57, 76, 101, 129, 
149, 154, 245. 
list of names of, 16. 
reports of, 109. 
meeting of Selectmen with, 173. 
Kilby street, 87, 177. 
(See also Streets.) 
King street, 12, 113, 122, 239, 247, 248. 
barracks in, 239, 248. 
(See also Streets.) 
King’s Arms, The (formerly the George 
Tavern) 57. 
(See also Taverns.) 
Kneeland’s lane, 29. 
(See also Streets.) 
Lamb Tavern, The, 80, 151, 243, 247. 
(See also Taverns.) 
Lamps and tin plates, 2383. 
committee on, 210. 
(See also Committees.) 
oil and wicks for the, 212. 
to oversee the lamplighters, 212. 
lamplighters, 219, 226. 
irons, to attend to, 214. 
law concerning, 215. 
Lancaster, 75. 
Lands, Town’s: — 
near Common, 2. 
on west side of Neck, 11. 
let to J/v. Enoch Brown, 11, 
64. 
near Fortification, 42. 
west side of street near 
breastwork, 44. 
on Middle street, encroach- 
ment, 69. 
warehouse, 71. 
on east side of the Neck, 


the Neck improved by 
Ur. Lewis, 81. 
pastures at South End, 90. 
bounds of, 90. 
land near the Mill Creek, 
112. 
South End, 146. 
near North Battery, 149. 
about Paddy’s alley, 149-50, 
154-55. 
leased to Bracket, 169, 176. 
on south side of the Neck, 
176. 
where the hay-engine stands, 
204, 216. 
Lands, private : — 
Wm. Cunningham, 13. 
Samuel Searl, 13. 
Abijah Crane, 13. 
Benjamin Veazie, 13. 
John Crane, 13. 
Mary Gear, 13. 
George Lush, 13. 
Jeremiah xtimson, 13. 
John Bryant, 13. 
William Lowder, 13. 
Samuel Healey, 13. 
Joseph Lovering, 13. 
Robert Fairservice, 13. 
William Etheridge, 13. 
Dr. Noyes, 17. 
Benjamin Pierce, 18. 
Mr. Hollowell’s sh. yd., 69. 
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Lands, private : — 
Mrs. Kesiah Harvey, 88. 
Capt. James Dalton, 88. 
Tuckerman Pierpoint e¢ als., 90, 
Mr. Green, 148. 
Mr. Syrcomb, 149. 
Wm. Hyslop, #sq., 188-89, 191, 199. 
Mrs. Agnis Procter, 188-89, 191, 199. 
John Procter, 188-89, 191. 
Martha Howard, (in Farmington) 201. 
Mr. Scott, 210. 
Tyler, shipyard, 225, 240. 
Law, in regard to small-pox, infringement 
to be prosecuted, 26, 198, 199. 
to observe, 83. 
enacted for regulation of the Town 
Watch, 40. 
infringements of the, to punish, 45. 
impowers Boston Regiment to ap- 
point a watch, 58. 
soldiers to be tried by, 70. 
evidence to collect, 70. 
Capt. Crocker admonished, 
excused penalty, 126. 
concerning melting of tallow, 145. 
defective chimnies, 184. 
lamps, 215. 
auctioneers, 215. 
the watch, 231. 
relative to strangers, 89, 147. 
appointing survey for bounds of land, 
189. 


and 


concerning town meetings, 225, 
books see Books. 
Leases : — 
of gun house, 2. 
shops and land to Wr. 
Brown, 11, 19, 64. 
land to Daniel Whitney, 11, 19. 
town’s warehouse, 71. 
shop on Bull pasture, 11. 
improved by son of Col. Jackson, 
leased to latter, 12. 
cellar in Town House, 109, 191. 
Mr. Faxton’s, 41. 
Mr. Brown's, 41. 
of land near breastwork, 44. 
Samuel Breck, 66. 
of stalls in the market, 67, 68, 143, 
164, 191, 220. 
—— Jackson, 81. 
to John McFadden, building near 
South market, and land, 
87, 90. 
Maj. Ruddock, 108. 
to Mr. Thorp, denied, 114. 
town’s shop, to Wm. Walker, 127. 
near Consert house, 167. 
house and building on south side of 
the Neck, 176. 
Myr. John Lambert, 186. 
Widow Mary Mayes, 204. 
Leather, sealers of, 58, 104, 213. 
hammers for, wanted, 213, 
delivered to, 58. 
to procure, 217. 
hides, 68. 
dresser, 85. 
Leminster see Leominster. 
Lemons, 38, 438, 60, 61, 98, 94, 95, 115, 117, 
121, 123 
(See also Ship’s cargoes.) 
Leominster, 75, 104. 
Letters, 141, 144-45, 152, 153, 156, 175, 181. 
to Saml. Hartley, 18, 51, 52, 54, 60- 
61, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 
91, 93, 94, 95, 98, 100, 115, 116-17, 
eles Leo. 20, 150, 1o0,alou 
188, 139, 140, 144, 152, 153, 154, 155, 
N5Gs mis. 100, 404, 178, 174, 375: 
178, 179, 180-81, 184, 185, 186, 202, 
218, 219. 
(See also Orders). 
from Saml. Hartley, 15, 


Enoch 


Crry Document No. 42. 


Letters to the Governor, 25, 84, 99, 157, 160, 
161, 162, 163, 164, 167, 168, 175, 
Shes 
Mr. Wm. Page, on condition of 
his chimnies, 5. 
Selectmen of Concord, 36. 
incendiary,vote of town concerning, 


to the Liewt. Governor, 50, 152, 155, 
158-59, 160-61. 
Selectmen of Chelsea, 55. 
Marblehead, 93, 118. 
Selectmen to Capt. John Derby, 
98. 


town clerk to selectmen of Boston, 
100. 
to selectmen of Mendon, 111-12, 
119. 
Judge Oliver, 114. 
Robert Hooper of Marblehead to 
the seleectmen of Boston, 115. 
to the Selectmen of Woodstock, 
119, 120, 143. 
Wm. Dorrington, 123. 
Capt. John Grocker, 125. 
from ddmiral J. Montague, 130-31. 
to Admiral J. Montague, 131. 
Col. Ingersoll, 133. 
Wm Barrett, 142. 


Capt. McLearth, commanding 
officer of Castle William, 142, 
147. 


from Capt. McLearth, 142. 
Rev. Mr. Andrew Tyler, 154-45. 
to the wood-cutters, 149. 
to selectmen of Stoneham, 151. 
to Mr. Daniel Davis of ——, 166, 177. 
Mr. Proctor, 197. 
toselectmen of Cape Ann (Glouces- 
ter), 198, 201. 
‘Thomas Seymour, £sq., 201. 
Hon. Peter Oliver, 211. 
Collo. Mills, 212. 
from Comnr. of Correspondence of 
Windham, 221. 
to Comnr. of Correspondence of 
Windham, 221-22. 
on town clerk of Charlestown, 
224, 
to selectmen of Roxbury, 230. 
to Mr. Wells, from Marblehead, 243. 
selectmen of Billerica, 246. 
from President of the Congress at 
Concord, 248. 
Leveret street, 126. 
(See also Streets). 
Liberty Tree, 22, 26. 
Licenses, liquor, 28, 29, 64, 69, 186. 
list of, 28, 29. 
passed upon, 222. 
approved, 29. 
disapproved, 29, 30. 
threatened removal of, 133. 
auctioneers, 169-70, 184-85, 215. 
form of license, 170, 
184-85. 
Light-house, 235. 
Limes, 135. 
Lime trees, J/r. Coply desires to plant, 89. 
Linen, Irish, 38. 
Link alley, 180. 
(See also Streets.) 
Liquors, retailer of spirituous see Innholders. 
Little Cambridge, 149. 
Liverpool, 134, 151, 152, 178, 174, 217. 
assage for poor persons to, 134. 
London, 60, 83, 84, 94, 98, 115, 203, 204, 239. 
London Derry (Londonderry), 38. 
Long Island, 192. 
(See also Islands.) 
Lane, 18, 97, 247. 
(See also Streets.) 
wharf, 29, 226. 
(See also Wharves, etc.) 
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Lourd’s Day, 72. 
Lydia (brigantine), 207. 
(See also Ships, eéc.) 
(ship); 179, 280. 
(See also Ships, etc.) 
Lyn street, 81. 
(See also Streets.) 


Madeira, 31. 
Malden, 11, 226. 
Manes Point, 73. 

Maps and Plans, selectmen to consult, 92. 
Marblehead, 3, 189, 190, 191, 198, 195, 196, 
207, 226, 235. 

letter to selectmen of, 93, 117, 
118, 193. 
from Robert Hooper of, 
115. 
Market, the, 5, 17, 49, 105, 149. 
clerks of, 101. 
make complaint, 49, 50. 
Faneuil Hall, 65, 164. 
stalls in, 103, 105, 106, 143, 
164, 188. 
butchers, 67, 68, 75, 101, 143. 
stalls in, 67, 68, 75, 101, 105, 106, 188, 
191, 220. 
hides in, 68, 75, 101, 105. 
to be kept clean, 68. 
closed at stated hours, 72. 
nuisances to remove, 72. 
South, 87. 
Mr. Bryant expelled from the, 105. 
fish, sale of, in, 123. 
stalls for, 196. 
passageway near, to widen, 134. 
people coming to, 228. 
square, 196. 
(See also Streets.) 
Marlborough, 127. 
Marshalls lane, 225, 235, 246, 247. 
(See also Streets.) 


Marshfield, soldiers sent to, misbehave, 
247. 
Maryland, 122, 153, 155, 160, 161, 163, 167, 
168, 169. 


small-pox spreading in, 157. 
Masons, 67. 
(See also Trades.) 
Massachusetts Bay, Province of, 1, 2, 4, 4, 8, 
9, 24, 28, 34, 44, 47, 49, 51, 54, 62, 64, 67, 
LOS 2s Cos COP Os Tigh] Sel Oe Gls 100s O0,05 1% 
88, 91, 97, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 
107, 109) 111, 113; 1165 118, :120;..126, 127, 
128, 129, 130, 132, 139, 143, 145, 147, 148, 
161, 162, 172, 187, 192, 212, 214, 215, 233. 
Massacre, account of the late, 74. 
Oration on the, of March, 76-77. 
Meal men see Millers. 
Mediera see Madeira. 
Measurers o7 Sealers of wood see Wood. 
Meeting houses, 231. 
Old North, 3. 
Dr. Cutler’s, 29. 
Mr. Pemberton’s, 29. 
New North church, 73. 
Dr. Sewall’s, 75. 
Dr. Eliot’s, 139. 
Old South church, 151, 225 
Dr. Cooper’s church, 165. 
Gld Church, 169. 
New South, 219. 
Mr. Byles’, 225, 247, 249. 
Mr. Mather’s, 225, 236. 
Mendon, 111. 
selectmen of, 111. 
owner of real estate in, 112. 
Merchants, 13. 
Middleborough, 211. 
selectmen of, complain to 
Gen’l Gage about conduct 
of soldiers, 247. 
Middlesex, county of, 153. 
records of the, 153. 
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Middle street, 32, 168, 225. 
encroachment on, 69. 
(See also Streets.) 
Middlecot street, 136. 
(See also Streets.) 
eae! force, unnecessary and obnoxious. 
6, 8. 
Militia, the, 57, 219. 
Milk street, 29, 86. 
( See also Streets.) 
Mill bridge see Bridges. 
Creek, 112, 114. 
tallow chandlers’ shop, near, re- 
fusal to allow, 114. 
Pond, 16, 183. 
Millers, 69, 176. 
(See also Trades.) 
Mills, grist, 69. 
Milton, 60. 
Ministers, 21, 63, 92, 132-33, 182, 220, 230, 
231 


Molasses, 124, 184. 

Molly (sloop) 34, 43, 180, 181. 

Montreal, small-pox at, 49, 50. 

Mount Real, Mount Royal, see Montreal. 

Mortgages, 177. 

Mr. Byles’ meeting-house, 225, 247, 249. 
Mather’s meeting-house, 225, 236. 
Pemberton’s church, 29. 

(See also Meeting-houses.) 

Mulberry trees see Trees. 

Mutton, hospital at New Boston, to supply 
with, for three weeks, 232. 


Nantasket, 280. 
Neck see Boston Neck. 
Negroes, mulattos, indians, eéc., 11, 25, 27, 
35, 54, 73, 83, 85, 165, 208. 
not allowed out after 9 P.M., ex- 
cept in certain cases, 45. 
New Boston, 22, 30, 70, 97, 224, 235, 236, 237. 
hospital at, 20, 22, 25, 26, 30, 32, 
37, 38, 42, 43, 48, 66, 
119, 122, 123, 154, 158, 
185, 215, 232-33, 234, 
237, 240, 241, 243, 245, 
246, 247. 
keeper of, 438-44, 68, 
119, 185, 215. 
tence of, near, 87. 
inventory of articles at, 
119, 122, 215. 
watch at, 42, 167, 171, 
172, 239. 
man appointed, 
172. 
repairs at, needed, 122. 
to order, 158, 
things necessary for re- 
ception of the sick, 
158, 
Sugar-house barracks at, 42. 
trouble with soldiers and resi- 
dents of, 224. 
Newbury see Newburyport. 
New Burying Ground, 92, 96. 
(See also Burial places.) 
Newburyyvort, 185, 144, 165, 193, 194, 198, 
New England, 221. 
Newfoundland, 122, 127, 180. 
(See also Islands.) 
New Haven, 72, 105. 
London, 154. 
North church, 73. 
South Church, 210, 217. 
(See also Meeting-houses.) 
Newspapers, or public prints, 215, 227. 
to contain address to Governor 
and his reply, 9. ' 
advertisements concerning 
small-pox 25, 
24, 25, 26, 27, 
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Newspapers, etc., continwed, 
234, 236, 237, 
238, 239-40, 
241, 242-42, 
244-45, 247, 
248. 
paying of pre- 
miums on 
mulberry 
trees, 102. 
118, 120. 
Edes and Gills’ 
Gazette, 118. 
‘“ The Spy,” 
240, 249. 
‘“* Boston Ga- 
zette,’? 248. 
Newton, 127. 
New York, 130, 166, 234 
Ninety- two (schooner), 49, 51. 
North Battery, 14, 145-46 
(See also Batteries.) 
Burying Ground, 111. 
wall of, to repair, 213. 
(See also Burial places.) 
End, 29, 92, 108, 187, 225, 236, 240, 
245, 247. 
Grammar school, 34. 
Latin School, 14, 171. 
schools, 50. 
(See also Schools.) 
watch house, repairs to, 69. 
constable at, 171. 
(See also Watch.) 
writing-schooi, 14. 
(See also Schools.) 
Notes, 164. 


Oaths of office administered, 95. 
Oil, 60, 93, 94, 95. 
(See also Ships’ cargoes.) 
Old burying ground, 217, 224, 241. 
( See also Burial places.) 
Church, 169. 
North Meeting-house, 3. 

(See also Meeting-houses.) 
Powder house see Boston Common. 
South Church, 151, 225. 

(See also Meeting-houses.) 

Orange street, 13. 
(See also Streets.) 
Tree, 22, 26, 31, 189. 
(See also Taverns.) 
Oration on the March Massacre, 
in Faneuil Hall, 77. 
desire to be excused from deliver- 
ing, refused, 78. 
to deliver on March 5, 110, 212, 245. 
report of committee to provide an 
orator, 166. 

Orders, town, 22, 28, 30, 49, 50, 57, 61, 68, 66, 
74, 78, 79, 82, 91, 93, 111, 115, 121, 
123, 125, 126, 127, 140, 151, 152, 158, 
157, 159, 169, 171, 174, 179, 193, 194, 
195, 196, 200, 204, 215, 216, 217, 218, 
220, 234, 240-41, 242, 243, 245. 

to stop vessels at Castle William, 

25, 125 
send persons to the hospital, 30. 
keeper at Rainsford Island, 33-34, 
61, 187, 190, 195, 196. 
( See also Letters.) 
burial of those dying from small- 
pox, 35, 239. 

to men of South watch, 40. 

New Boston ‘watch, Lis 
the watchmen at south part of the 
town, 45, 72. 

books of the By-Laws, 76. 

by-law concerning town- -cryers, 130. 

to the constables of the watch, 193. 

to keeper of hospital at New Bos- 

ton, 232-33. 


to deliver 
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Orders to I/r. Barret, 233. 
Ordnance, 228. 


Paddy’s Alley, 149-50, 154-55, 

(See also Streets.) 
Painters see Trades. 
Painting, 57. 
Palaviras, two, 225. 
Papers see Records, documents, eéc. 
Paris (France) 96. 

(See also French.) 
Parliament, Act of, 224-25. 

to enforce, 


210, 226. 


225, 230. 
Passage, sea, 78. 
Pavers, étc., rate of pay allowed, 223 
(See also Trades.) 
Pavements see Streets. 
Penalties, neglect to keep walls of tombs in 
repair, 102. 
evading quarantine, 125. 
regarding melting of tallow, 145. 
for removing stone and ballast 
from Deer Island, 146. 
for leaving quarantine, 153. 
fines and forfeiture concerning 
cord-wood, 188. 
for incumbering the Neck, 156. 
Perambulations ov Surveys, 88. 
bounds of land in Spring 
lane, 88. 
of town’s land, 90. 
between Roxbury and Bos- 
ton, 100, 2380, 231. 
bounds of land belonging 
to Wm. Hyslop, #sqy. and 
Agnes and John Proctor, 
188-89, 191, 199. 
Pest house see Rainsford Island. 
Petitions : — 
to be allowed to lay a common sewer, 18. 
erect a bake-house, 16. 
the Governor to order all vessels to stop 
at Castle William, 157. 
Philadelphia, 14, 20, 23, 25, 27, 31, 34, 37, 38. 
39, 43, 44, 46, 47, 50, 53, 158, 
160, 168, 181, 201. 
small pox in, spreading, 157, 
Physicians, 5, 11, 18, 63, 14, ae 154, 156, 157, 
182, 198, 209, 210, 214, » 218, 220) 227, 
232, 233, 234, 235, 236, ‘Bf, 240, 245, 247, 
248. 
Piscataqua, 165. 
Plans see Maps. 
and specifications, 57. 
Plastering of shop, 104. 
Pleasant street, 146. 
(See also Streets.) 
Plymouth, 217. 
Plympton, selectmen of, complain to Gen. 
Gage of conduct of soldiers, 247. 
Polly (schooner), 160. 
(See also Ships, etc.) 
POOTH2, (35 Op O,el 1 48,1 Os 20ht ao, alos, 
34, 35, 44, 47, 53, 54, 55, 60, 62, 64, 65, 
67, 70, 72, 73, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 85, 
86, 87, 91, 92, 97, 100, 101, 102, 103, 
104, 105, 106, 107, 109, 113, 116, 118, 
122, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 132, 134, 
139, 141-42, 148, 145, 146, 147, 148, 151, 
153, 156, 161, 162, 166, 168, 169, 192, 
193, 197, 198, 207, 212, 214, 215, 216, 
227, 231, 233, 241, 243, 245. 
Overseers of the, 21, 49, 53, 63, 91, 92, 
97, 100, 102, 103, 
105, 107, 109, 111, 
1165118, 127, 128, 
129, 1380, 132, 139, 
148, 145, 148, 161, 
163, 166, 182, 214. 
reports of, 109, 165. 
accounts of, 132. 
donation for, of 258 sheep, 221. 
Pond street, 245. 
(See also Streets.) 
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Port Bill, 221, 222, 226, 228. 
Portsmouth, 23, 145. 
Post-Oftice, 115, 117. 
Posts, permit to set up, 30, 59, 77, 
near the burying-place, 148. 
to be set up in Dock square, 200, 
Potters, 112, 114. 
(See also Trades.) 
Pound house, repairs to, 192. 
Powder see Ammunition. 
house see Armories. 
Precepts see Warrants. 
Precincts see Wards. 
Premiums see Fires. 
see Trees. 
Prince street, 29, 128. 
(See also Streets.) 
Printing of town meeting warrants, 3, 10, 17, 
21, 37, 44, 59, 62, 64, 65, 77, 82, 
110, 124, 148. 166, 167, 177, 212, 
218, 214, 217, 218, 223, 229, 238. 
about two hundred extracts 
from the Province law, rela- 
tive to wood, 150. 
Printers, 20, 57, 64, 124, 234, 236, 237, 238, 
240, 248. 
Edes and Gill, 3, 10, 37, 62, 64, 
T7, 120) 212,218. 
Messrs. Thomas & John Fleet, 
17, 21, 44, 59, 65, 82, 166, 167, 
217. 
Mr. Isaiah Thomas, aw, 238. 
Mr. Byles, 110, 150, 214. 
Mr. Danield Kneeland, 148, 223 
Joseph Greenleaf, Hsq., 177, 215, 
229. 
Prints see Newspapers. 
Probate court see Court. 
Prosecution to prevent, 169. 
Province see Massachusetts Bay. 
house, 7, 224. 
boat, 172. 
poor, 23, 113, 116, 166. 
laws, 111, 119, 130, 149, 166, 225. 
acts, 11, 187. 
glazier, 122, 
hospital, 19, 122, 236 
(See also Hospitals.) 
laws see Law. 
treasurer, 10, 21, 42, 51, $1, 188. 
Provisions, to procure, 141. 
weigh, 200, 201. 
transportation of, 228. 
to furnish, 233. 
Prussians, 72. 
(See also Strangers.) 
Purchase street, 224. 
( See also Streets.) 
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Quarantine, 13. 
evading, 125, 153. 
to enforce, 157. 
(See also Rainsford Island.) 
Quarters, military, 6. 
Quebec, 33, 47, 49, 51, 53. 
Queen Street, 21, 25, 96, 177, 201, 202, 214, 
2 


(See also Streets.) 

Quit-claims see Deeds. 

rents see Rents. 

Rainbow (sloop) 37, 44. 

Rainsford Island (quarantine) 18, 27, 28, 30, 
32, 33, 35, 36, 37, 41, 42, 
43, 44, 47, 48, 49, 53, 54, 
60, 67, 68, 82, 83, 84, 85, 
86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 
93, 94, 98, 101, 115, 121, 
122, 123, "124, 
135, 137, 138, 
141, 143, 144, 
152, 153, 154, 
173, 174, 175- 76, 178, 179, 
181, 184, 186, 187, 189. 90, 
191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 
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196, 198, 199, 200, 204, 
217, 218, 220, 235, 239. 
Hospital (called Pest- 
house) 15, 27, 28, 35, 36, 
ie 38, 41, 42, 43, 44, 47, 

4 


keeper of the, 15, 27, 30, 
33, 34, 35, 37, 38, 41, 47, 
48, 49° 52, 54, 60, 61, 62, 
67, 12, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 
87, 88: 89, 91, 92, 93. 94, 
95, 96, 98, 99, 101, "115, 
116, 117, 118, 121, 122- 
23, 124-25, 126, 135, 136, 
137, 138, 189, 140, 141, 143, 
144, 145, 152, 153, 154, 
156, 157, 159, 166, 173, 
Li4e175, 178; 181,, 184, 
185, 186, 187, 189-90, 191, 
192, 193, 194, 195, 196, 
202; 204, 217, 218, 219, 
220, 235, 239. 
boat of, 207. 
supplies for, 27. 
repairs at, 67, 68. 
wharf at, 68, 248. 
Rainsford’s Square, 29. 
(See also Streets.) 
Raynham, 127. 
Real estate, 1, 74, 158. 
teceipts (or bonds) for moneys, 5, 10, 11, 
1221561, 56,62, 76; 
81, 113, 185, 195, 204. 
for bonds, 1138, 195. 
small arms, 117. 
premiums awarded, 118. 
articles at hospital at. New Bos- 
Boston, 122. 
passage for poor man to New- 
foundland, 127. 
Records, documents, efc: 
relative to Paddy’s al- 
ley, 101. 
justices and overseers 
of the poor, report 
of, on condition of 
the town, 168. 


Brookers’ Donation, 
Miche 

return of:the Wards, 
210. 


Regimental hospital, 19. 
(See also Hospitals). 
Regiments see Troops. 
Religious sects, 171. 
temovals, 231. 
Rents : — 
to remit, to 1/7. Benj. Star, 80 
for the Neck, 2. 
of land near Common, 2. 
to Mr. Enoch Brown, 11, 19. 
Daniel Whitney, 19. 
shop, 127, 
to Vol. Jackson, 12. 
of hay-weigher, 53. 
town’s warehouse, 71, 89, 114 146. 
land on the Neck, improved by Jf. 
Lewis, 81. 
rent of engine-house, 81, 148. 
building and land near South Mar- 
ket, 87. 
of a store near the Golden Ball, 96. 
shop in Queen street, 96. 
cellar under the Granary, 100. 
wharf adjoining the Battery, 108. 
quit, 112. 
for the town’s land at South End, 
146. 
of ground where the hay engine- 
stands, 151, 204, 216. 
shop near Consert house, 167. 
town’s wharf at North Battery, 
186. 
cellar under Town House, 191. 
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Rent of house occupied by Mr. Barret, 204. 
Reports, committees to make, 11, 16, 35,55, 
150. 
made, 40, 55, 58, 59, 68, 
116, 183, 184. 
of keeper of hospital at Rainsford, 
83, 178, 202, 206. 
on case of James Otis, 104. 
of justices and overseers, on the 
state of their several wards, 109, 
165. 
on Oration, 166. 
Mrs. Sarah Taylor, 197. 
cases of small-pox, 232, 237. 
Representatives, 21, 63, 79, 92, 119, 132, 182, 
220 


choice of, 17, 82, 176, 228. 
petition to, 79. 
instructions to, 119. 
Resolutions offered by the town of Wind- 
ham, Conn., 221. 
Rhode Island, 111,. 
Riggers, 132, 240. 
(See also Trades). 
Riots. disorder, eéc., 8. 
of March 18 and June 10, 
1768, 8. 
on part of king’s soldiers, 
39, 40, 42, 46. 
to suppress, 45, 46. 
by soldiers of 4th Regiment, 
224. 
officers and inhabitants 
of the town, 23v. 
fear of, withholds  select- 
men from permitting use 
of Faneuil hall on the sab- 
bath for 4th Regt., 231. 
driving of sleighs at un- 
suitable hours, 240, 211. 
Robberies and depredations, 171. 
Romney, the, (vessel), 17. 
Ropewalk, the, 28. 
Roxbury, 51, 74, 118, 149, 176. 
perambulation between Boston 
and, 100, 280, 231. 
removal of Jr's. Cleasby from, 106. 
Royal Artillery, 141. 
deserter from, 141. | 
(See also Troops.) 
Exchange Tavern, 69, 247, 248. 
(See also 'Vaverns.) 
Rum, 138. 


Saco, 178. 
Sale of goods at public vendue see Auctions. 
no British or European, at pri- 
vate sale, to allow, 170. 
Salem, 99, 138, 144, 230. 
Sally (schooner), 135, 187, 188, 140. 
(See also Ships.) 
Salt, 39, 135. 
measurer of, to appoint, 173, 180. 
Sandemanians, 171. 
ask permission to use the 
North Latin school to 
worship in, 171. 
Scales see Weights and Measures. 
Searlett’s wharf, 200. 
(See also Wharves. ) 
School street, 10. 
(See also Streets.) 
Schools : — 
North Latin, 171. 
repairs to, 14. 
in Queen Street, 21, 177, 201, 202. 
master of 201, 202, 
214. 
South working, 21. 
North grammar to repair, 34. 
Writing :— 
North, 14. 
South, 10, 41, 67, 161. 
in the Common, 11, 129, 202, 213. 


Schools : — 
free schools, 220. 
visitation of, 21, 63, 92, 182-33, 181- 
82, 183, 220, 222. 
north schools, 50. 
dancing, 82, 
and fencing, request 
to open, 53. 
complaint of Mr. Thos. Parker 
against master of South writing 
school, 67. 
French language, 132. 
to learn to read, to open, 145. 
desires to open, 224. 
repairs, 151. 
houses occupied by masters, 214. 
masters, 11, 201, 202, 213, 216. 
to induct, 202. 
ushers, 10, 202, 213. 
Scituate, 30, 111. 
family in, to remove to Boston, 140, 
town (of Boston) refuses 
to hold them, 141. 
selectmen of, 140, 141. 
constable of, 141. 
Scotland, passage to, 87. 
Sealers of Leather see Leather. 
Wood see Wood. 
Sea Nymph (brigantine), 174. 
(See also Ships, etc.) 
street, 29, 123, 214, 
to repair, 226. 
(See also Streets ) 
Second Attempt (schooner), 196. 
(See also Ships, etc.) 
Selectmen, 151253)'4, 59 Bie ie Sano lO dale tees 
18, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 
23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 30, 31, 3, 33; 
24, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 
44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52,53, 
O4, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 
64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 
74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 
84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90,91, 92, 93, 
94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 
103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, lvy, 
LTO LUTE U2 dS) 114 eG) 
LUT 18 a 10s 120 2122 sales. 
124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 
131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 136, 137; 
188, 139, 140, 141, 142, 143, 144, 
145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 151, 
152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 157, 158, 
159, 160, 161, 162, 1€38, 164, 163, 
166; 167,) 168, 169;.179; 1715172; 
Lisgultts LIS ALG.) 1 iis ali Sil aoe 
180, 181, 182, 183,184, 185, 186, 
187, 188, 189, 190, 192, 193, 194, 
195, 196, 197, 198, 199, 200, 201, 
202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 
209, 210; 211,, 212,213, 214,215, 
ZLGye2175.2185; 219, 220; 22), 222" 
223, 224, 225, 226, 227, 228, 229, 
230, 231, 232, 233, 234, 235, 236, 
237, 238, 239, 240, 241, 242, 213, 
244, 245, 246, 247, 248, 249. 
ordered by Probate court, to ex- 
amine into mental condition of 
one Abigail Peirce, 14. 
report of, 14. 
of Marblehead, 93, 117, 118, 193. 
Chelsea, 55. 
complaints to, 67, 68, 168-69, 180, 
223, 240-41, 247. 
petitions to, 13, 71, 110, 112, 133, 
148, 201, 215. 
of Mendon, 111, 112. 
persous notified to attend, 113. 
of Stoneham, 149, 151, 156. 
Sherburne, 154. 
to meet with the justices, 173. 
of Cape Ann, 198, 201. 
Newburyport, 199. 
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Selectmen of Gloucester, 201. 
Windham, Conn., 222. 
to visit Rainsford hospital, 222. 
wait upon the Governor, 224-25. 
apply to the Governor, 227. 
of Billerica, letter to, 246. 
Middleborough, Plympton, and 
Hallifax, 247. 
rules for meetings, 113. 
Selectmen’s chamber, 9, 10, 21, 23, 54, 63, 72, 
86, 91, 92, 112, 113, 120, 182, 
140, 147, 152, 182, 200, 220. 
meetings, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. 8, 9, 
LOM aisle oe LG yi, 1S, 
19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 28, 30, 
81, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 
40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 46, 47, 48, 49, 
50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 
59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 
68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 78, 74. 75, 76, 
77, 78, 89, 81, 82, 83, 84, 86, 87, 
88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 
96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 
103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 
110,121, 112,113,115, 116, 117, 
118,121, 122,124, 125,126; 127, 
130, 131, 182, 183, 134, 135, 136, 
137, 138, 139, 140, 143, 144, 145, 
146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 151, 153, 
* 154, 155, 157, 158, 159, 160, 161, 
162, 163, 164, 165, 166, 167, 168, 
169, 170, 171, 173, 174, 175, 176, 
177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 
184, 185, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 
192, 193, 194, 195, 196, 198, 199, 
200, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 
207, 208, 209, 210, 211, 212, 213, 
214, 215, 216, 217, 218, 219, 220, 
221, 222, 223, 224, 225, 226, 227, 
228, 229, 230, 231, 232, 233, 234, 
235, 236, 237, 238, 239, 240, 241, 
242, 248, 244, 245, 246, 247, 248, 
249. 
minutes, 1. 
Sexton, choice of a, 53. 
appointed as, 65, 111, 193, 217. 
applies for leave to dig graver, 92. 
of Dr. Cooper’s church, 169. 
not to bury the dead onthe Sabbath 
night, unless absolutely neces- 
sary, 209. 
desires permit to dig graves, 210. 
Sheep, 221. 
Sheepscot river, 73. 
Sherburne, 140. 
case of John Pierce, 140, 141, 153- 
54. 
Selectmen of, 154. 
Ship street, 1, 29. 
chimnies in, unsafe, 4. 
(See also Streets.) 
Ships, vessels, boats, etc.. 4, 25, 31,37, 43, 51, 
53, 60, 61, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 
92, 98, 98, 100, 101, 115, 116, 121, 123, 
124, 125, 126, 127, 185, 136, 137, 138, 
139, 140, 151, 152, 153, 155, 156, 157, 
158, 160, 161, 163, 167, 168, 173, 174, 
175, 176, 178, 179, 180, 181, 184, 185, 
186, 189-90, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 
196, 197, 198, 199, 200, 201, 202, 203, 
204, 205, 206, 207, 217, 218, 230, 235, 
243. 
list of crew of schooner Friendship, 
83 


Province boat, 172. 

men-of-war, 6, 93, 126, 201, 227, 230, 
235. 

hospital, 238, 241, 242, 246, 249. 

yards, 29, 69, 225, 240. 

cargoes, 31, 34, 37, 38, 39, 43, 44, 46, 47, 
48, 50, 60, 61, 91, 115, 117, 118, 125, 
138, 151, 163, 174, 184, 193, 202, 203, 
204, 205, 218. 

masters, to give bonds, 51. 


Shipyards see Ships, etc. 
Shoemakers, 210. 
(See also ‘Vrades.) 
Short street, 29, 219. 
(See also Streets.) 
Silk, raw, as an export, 120, 121. 
worms, cultivation of, 102, 112, 118, 120, 


Situate see Scituate. 
Slaughter-house, 75, 87. 
Slays (sleighs) driving of, at unsuitable hours 
of the night, 240-41. 
Small-pox, 18, 15, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 
28, 30, 31, 32, 33, 35, 37, 41-42, 
44, 46, 47, 49, 52, 53, 54, 60, 61, 
67-68, 80, 82,83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 
92, 93, 94, 98,101, 115, 117, 118, 
124, 125, 127, 135, 136, 137, 138, 
139, 140, 148, 144, 152, 153, 154, 
155, 157, 158, 159, 160, 161, 163, 
164, 166, 167, 168, 172, 173, 174, 
175, 176, 180, 181, 184, 185, 186, 
187, 190, 191, 192, 198, 194, 195, 
196, 198, 199, 200, 202, 204, 205, 
206, 207, 217, 218, 220, 230, 232, 
233, 234, 235, 236, 237, 238, 239, 
240, 241, 242, 248, 244-45, 246, 
247, 248, 249. 
no, among troops at barracks or 
hospital, 23. 
testimony of physicians, 23. 
orders concerning, 22, 23-24, 35, 
238, 243. 
advertisements in newspapers 
concerning, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 
234, 236, 237, 238, 239-40. 
inoculation for, forbidden, 234, 
237. 
people refusing to go to hospital, 
cannot be coerced, 238, 248. 
Smith’s lane, 71. 
(See adso Streets.) 
Soapboilers, 145. 
(See also Vrades.) 
Soldiers see Troops. 
South Battery, 55, 57, 71, 225. 
(See also Batteries.) 
burying ground, 136, 139. 
(See also Burial places.) 
End, the, 28, 39, 40, 46, 80, 87, 150, 
166, 226, 237, 243. 
trouble with King’s sol. 
diers, 39, 40. 
town’s pasture at, 90. 
land at, 146. 
town’s house at, 166. 
market, 87. 
(See also Market.) 
watch, 3, 44, 45, 80, 151. 
additional men appointed on, 
43, 80, 150. 
to dismiss, 72. 
petition to re-instate, 72. 
(See also Watch.) 
working school, 21. 
(See also Schools.) 
Southwick’s court, 172. 
(See also Streets.) 
South Writing school, 10, 41. 
(See also Schools.) 
Soutwick’s court see Southwick’s. 
Spring lane, 88. 
(See also Streets.) 
Spy, the, 240, 249. 
(See also Newspapers.) 
Stalls in the market see Market. 
Staves, 45. 
St. John (sloop. 178, 179. 
(See also Ships, etc.) 
Lucar, 207. 
Stoneham, 149, 151, 156. 
bill sent to selectmen of, 156. 
Stone’s Tavern, 69. 
(See also Taverns.) 
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Stones and gravel to repair the Neck, 12. 
pickers up of, 223, 
(See also Boston Neck.) 
and ballast, 104, 146. 
(See also Deer Island.) 
Stoughton, 109. 
Stove for the South writing school, 161. 
Strangers, 92, 143, 192, 193, 207, 227, 234, 241. 
warned to leave the town, 11, 
129, 216. 
town to be indemnified for, left 
on its hands, 51. 
reports, as inmates, 71, 73. 
law relative to, 89, 119. 
removed from town, 231. 
(See also Aliens.) 
Streets, highways and byways : — 

repairing of, 12, 32, 81, 86, 123, 124, 
226. 

paving of, 17, 18, 66, 69, 72, 97, 133, 
134, 135, 194, 223. 

new, in Paddy’s alley, 57. 

encroachments on, 69, 180. 

obstructions, 69. 

plans of the, 92. 

new, 101, 150. 

to widen passageways, 154. 

waste water from, to carry off, 145. 

to survey, 146. 

incumbrances, 150, 156, 194. 

Ship, School, King, Holyoke, Elliot, 
Orange, Back, Long lane, Sum- 
mer, Queen. Temple, Wing’s lane, 
Bromfiela’s lane, Cold Jane, Sud- 
bury street, Auchmuty’s lane, 
Common street, Brattle square, Sea 
street, Crooked lane, Short street, 
Prince street, Dalton’s row, Knee- 
land’s lane, Rainsford’s square, 
Milk street, Butler’s row, Corn 
Hill, Cross street, Boaded (? jalley, 
Dock square, White Bread alley, 
Fish street, Paddy’s alley,’’remont 
street, Cambridge, Dock square, 
Ann street, Charter, Smith’s lane, 
Blind lane, Lyn, Ferryway street, 
Corn court, Kilby street, Gib’s 
lane, Leverett, Bread street, Mid- 
dlecot street, Gridley’s lane, 
Pleasant street, Green lane, Essex, 
Southwick’s lane, Jolliff’s lane, 
Link alley, Market square, Fleet 
street, Black Horse lane, Purchase 
street, Marshall’s lane, Hanover 
street, Pond strect. 

Sturbridge, 166. 
Success (schooner), 207. 
(See also Ships, efc.) 
Sudbury street, 29, 83, 172, 242. 
(See also Streets.) 
Suffolk County, 14, 103, 132, 194. 
Sessions see Court. 
Sugar, 124, 135, 138. 
baker, 231. 
House Barracks, 42. 
(See also New Boston.) 
Suits :— 
Emmons vs. Selectmen, 91, 140. 
Ruggles vs. Major Doane, 146. 
not to institute against 4th regiment, 224. 
Summer street, 20, 156, 214. 
(See also Streets.) 
Sureties, bonds as, 3, 4, 11, 12, 19, 21, 41, 51, 
64, 72,78, 75, 80, 99, 102, 113, 114, 
118, 121, 123, 147, 148, 149, 173, 
177, 180, 181, 185, 188, 195, 199, 
208, 211, 212, 213, 214, 217. 
bondsmen, 3, 4, 51, 73, 148. 
to be delivered up, 42, 62, 81, 92, 
100, 121, 123, 199, 217, 219, 223-24. 
in bequest to poor widows (J/rs. 
Brooker’s Dunation) 11, 112, 
114, 116, 123, 151, 161, 165, 177, 
181, 188, 211, 212, 213, 214. 
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Sureties, blank, for masters of vessels, 51. 
Surveys, e¢c., 4, 112, 113-14, 189. 
law to appoint, 189. 


Tailors, 127. 
(See also Trades.) 
Tallow chandlers, 112, 114, 122. 
(See also Trades.) 
melting of, prohibited, in certain 
places, 145. 
Tanners, 67, 68, 75, 101, 105, 105. 
deliver up key of town slaugbter- 
house, 75. 
(See also Trades.) 
Tarred and feathered, 246, 
Taverns see Innholders. 
‘Taverns : — 
Orange Tree, Green Dragon, Horse 
Shoe, George, King’s Arms 
(formerly The George), Golden 
Ball, Royal Exchange, Stone's, 
Lamb, Brazen Head, Crown 
Coffee House, Bunch of Grapes, 
Admiral Vernon, White Horse, 
British Coffee House. 
Taxes : — 
street, 10. 
on real estate, 1, 74, 106, 158, 205, 206. 
town warehouse, 7l. 
store near the Golden Ball, 96. 
shop in Queen street, 96. 
list of persons who should be taxed, 
56, 74, 106, 158, 205, 206. 
collectors of, 3, 10, 21, 37, 42, 51, 56, 
12, 73, 81, 100, 102, 
1035106; 1102s 
146, 147, 148, 176, 185, 
199, 200, 205, 206, 217, 
223-24, 233, 
ordered to meet at 
selectmen’s cham- 
ber, 36, 72. 
premiums on taxes, 81, 
110, 176. 
certificates, 3, 4. 
bonds as, 41, 42, 51, 
DG, ies ipsa O02 LOSs 
110, 121, 123, 147, 148, 
185, 199, 200, 217. 
took oath as a, 34. 
decline to serve as, 37, 
42. 
Tea, 202, 203, 205. 
consignees, 202. 
leave town, 203. 
trouble about consignment of, 203. 
must be re-shipped to London, 203. 
not one chest of, to be allowed to land, 
205. 
Temple street, 24. 
(See also Streets.) 
Tewksbury, 51. 
Thomas (brigantine), 98, 100. 
(See also Ships, etc.) 
Timber see Wood. 
Titles of Deeds, etc., 11. 
Tombs, permits to build, 96, 126. 
to keep walls in repair, 102. 
to enlarge, 213. 
(See also Burial places.) 
Tournay, 213. 
Tours, 213. 
‘Town, the, see Boston. 
accounts, 118, 233. 
arms, to inspect, 202. 
to loan to militia, 219. 
clerk, 3, 4, 5, 12, 19, 22, 26, 34, 37, 41, 
47, 50, 52, 55, 56, 58, 59, 61, 
62, 65, 66, 68, 71, 72, 74, 76, 
78, 79, 81, 82, 86, 89, 91, 92, 93, 
94, 97, 100, 104, 105, 113, 119, 
120, 121, 124, 125, 127, 128, 
134, 141, 142, 143, 144, 145, 
148, 149, 150, 151, 152, 155, 


Town clerk, con. 156, 157, 160, 161, 166, 167, 
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169, 170; 172, 193, LI6 fk 177; 
178, 179, 180, 184, 185, 186, | 
187, 188, 190, 191, 193, 194, | 
195, 196, 197, 198, 199, 200, 
201, 202, 204, 205, 206, 211, 212, 
214, 216, 217, 218, 219, 220, 
223, 227, 231, 283, 234, 235, 
236, 237, 238, 240, 241, 242, 
_ 248, 245, 247, 248, 249. 
to procure 1 doz. books of the 
By-laws, 76. 
letter of, to selectmen of Men- 
don, 119. 
to print about two hundred 
extracts from the Province 
Law relative to wood, 150. 
house watch, 12. 
books, 188, 233. 
cellar, 109, 191. 
cryer in gaol, 130. 
dismissed from town’s | 
employ, 130. 
appointment of new, 130. 
dock, 154. 
powder, 226. 
meetings, 3, 10, 17, 18, 20, 21, 37, 57, 
58, 59, 62, 64, 65, 66, 77, 
79, 82, 91, 108, 110, 111, 
124, 133, 148, 150, 166, 
FOG Oy Lite 201, 5202; 
W221, 214, 217, 218, 
223, 225, 229, 238. 
to open with prayer by Mr. 
Bourn, 10. 
Rev. Mr. Lothrop, 17, 111, 
217. 
Rev. Dr. Chauncey, 59, 124. 
Rev. Mr. Pemberton, 62, 
166. 
Rev. Mr. Mather, 77, 177, 
229. 
Rev. Dr. Eliot, 82, 2138. 
Rev. Mr. Hirst, 111. 
Rev. Mr. Cooper, 246. 
Act of Parliament concern- 
ing, 224-25. 


Transportation of Polly Barber from Ware 
to Deerfield, 19. 
Transports for troops, 234, 238. 
( See also Troops). 
Trees, to plant, 77, 89, 121. 
lime, 89. 
near the burying place, 148. 
selling of, 97. 
premium on mulberry, 102, 112, 118, 
120, 121, 127. 
awarded to Loammi Baldwin, 


Mr. John Hay,118. 
Mr. George 
Spriggs, 118. 
conditions, 120. 
ready for transplanting, 121. 
sale of, 121. 
essay upon Field Husbandry, 121. 
use for the wood, 121. 
how to plant, 121. 
list of those competing, 127. 
Tremont street, 59. 
(See also Streets). 
Troops, military, 6, 149, 167, 221, 235, 241, 
243. 


Royal Artillery, 141, 142. 

Kings, 19, 39, 40. 

houses improved by, 19. 

artillery company to use Faneuil 

Hall, 88, 121. 

regiment in town, to continue, 21. 

free from small-pox, 23, 26. 

soldiers down with small-pox, 31. 
children, 32, 85, 38, 41, 43, 

52, 53, 67. 
children, 141-42, 234, 235, 
236, 242, 249. 
wife, 33, 34, 41, 42, 44, 49, 
61, 104, 141-42, 147. 

disorderly, 39, 40, 42, 57, 147. 
military watch, 57. 
14th Regiment, 67, 133, 142. 
at Castle William, 67, 133. 
surgeon of the regiment, 67. 
trial of soldiers, 70. 
Boston Regiment, 58. 


removed from the, 231. 
treasurer, 2, 10, 21, 24, 42, 44 51, 62, 
66, T1, 81, 114, 132, 134, 146, 148, 


176, 188, 191, 201, 205, 214, 220. 
to furnish an account of all real estate 
belonging to, 112. 
also what quit-rents, 112. 
treasury, 59, 188. 
visitation of, 9, 56, 76, 109, 210, 245. 
(See also Visitation). 
vote of the, against writers of incen- 
diary letters, 48. 
warned to leave the, 216. 
watch, 134, 239, 240-41. 
(See also Watch). 
Townsend, 106. 
Trade, foreign, 221. 
Trades : — 
carpenters, 30, 31, 57. 
painters, 57. 
iron-workers, 57. 
tanners, 67, 75. 
butchers, 67, 75, 143, 164, 188. 
masons, 67. 
millers, 69. 


Grenadiers, 117, 121, 151. 
Cadets, 121, 146. 
deserters, 141. 
24th or 64th Regiment, 142, 
147. 
10th Company, 147. 
soldier’s widow, 162. 
4th Regiment, 224, 231. 
vs. town, 2238, 224. 
majesty’s, governor to pro- 
tect, 227. 
officers and inhabitants of 
the town get into dispute, 
230. 
Col. Hammelton’s Regiment, (59th, ) 
232, 235, 236. 239. 
guard-house of, 234. 
transports for, 234, 238. 
barracks, 232, 235, 239, 248. 
officers’ wives and children, 237, 238. 
complained of, 241. 
tar and feather a man, 246. 
47th Regt. 246. 
misconduct of, sent to Marshfield, 
247. 


pavers, 223. 

potters, 112. 

tallow chandlers, 112. 

glaziers, 122. 

tailors, 127, 243. 

riggers, 132. 

soapboilers, 145. 

shoemakers, 210. 

printers, 3, 10, 17, 20, 37, 57, 62, 64, 
120, 124, 148, 150, 178, 212, 218, 
229, 234, 236, 237, 238, 240, 248. 

blacksmiths, 214. 


Turks’ Island, 193, 194. 
(See also Islands). 
Two Brothers (brigantine), 124, 125, 126, 


127. 
Tyler’s shipyard, 225, 240. 


Vagrants, 165. 
Vendue Masters see Auctions and Auction- 


eers. 
Vine-yard, the, (Martha’s Vineyard ?), 39. 
Virginia, 243. 

Visitation of the town, 9, 56, 76, 109, 210, 245. 
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Visitation of free schools, 21, 63, 92, 132-33, 
181-82, 183, 220, 222. 
Deer Island, 95, 186. 
almshouse, 113. 
hospital at New Boston, 158. 
Rainsford Hospital, 222. 
Volant (schooner), 184, 185, 186. 
(See also Ships, etc.) 
Votes, 2, 60, 81, 110, 171. 
concerning removal 
heuse, 78. 
to enclose the Common, 78, 80. 
concerning John Bryant, 105. 
concerning oration in commemoration 
of Massacre of March 5, 1770, 166. 
to appoint anew watch at West Bos- 
ton, Lie 
for school-master to succeed Mr. 
John Proctor. deceased, 201, 202 
to erect barracks, 229. 
concerning perambulation of the 
town, 230. 
vote as to letting Faneuil Hall be 
used for 4th Regiment, reconsid- 
ered, 231. 


of Powder- 


Wards or Precincts, 109, 165, 210. 
to patrol, 235. 
Ware, 19. 
Warehouses, 71, 89, 146, 171. 
(See also Wharves.) 
tonyn7s, id, LiL. 
(See.also Buildings, town’s.) 
Warned out of town, 216, 231. 
Warrants, 36, 54, 59, 62, 65, 66, 68, 88, 103, 111, 
112, 124, 129, 1382, 148, 166, 172, 
176, 183, 184, 189, 191, 194, 197, 
199, 201, 202, 214, 217, 218, 223, 
228, 245. 
issued, 1,2, 3, 4,5, 10, 14, 17, 18, 
21, 35, 37, 40-41, 44, 50, 57, 64, 
77, 82, 91, 110, 124, 150, 212. 
printing of, 3, 10, 387, 44, 57, 59, 
64, 77, 82, 110, 124, 148, 166, 167, 
177, 212, 218, 217, 218, 223, 229, 
238, 245. 
from selectmen at Scituate, 140. 
assessing Jands in or about 
Paddy’s alley, 149. 
Watch, 22, 193, 210, 216, 234-35, 245, 248. 
men, 12, 42, 43, 45, 46, 80. 
south, 39, 43, 44, 45, 72, 80, 150. 
complaint of, 3. 
houses, 43, 191. 
town house, 12, 40. 
laws enacted for regulation of, 


orders to, 40, 44-45, 46. 
Dock, 40, 65, 171. 
new South Watch, 46.: 
military watch suggested, 57-58. 
Boston Regiment could appoint, 58. 
north, 171. 
to repair, 69. 
town, 134, 239, 240-41. 
at New Boston, 42, 167, 171, 216, 239. 
West Boston, 171, 191. 
position on, desired, 231. 
law concerning, 231. 
Water casks, 174. 
Wax works, 97. 
(See also Concert Hall.) 
Weights, measures, eéc., 2, 91, 104, 200, 201, 
204 


Wentworth wharf, 21, 226. 
(See also Wharves.) 
West Boston, 24, 31, 35, 171, 191, 236, 248. 
hospital at, 24, 63, 248, 249. 
supplies for, 24. 
wharf at, 63. 
assistant to keeper of hospital, 
dismissed, 249. 
Indies. 34, 135. 
(See also Islands.) 
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Wharfingers see Wharves, etc. 
Wharves, docks, efc.: 
Barrett’s, 187. 
Wentworth’s, 21, 226. 
Griffen’s, 28. 
Winter’s, 29. 
Long, 29, 226. 
Hancock’s, 29, 225. 
Wheelwright’s, 43, 44, 52, 71, 135, 
186, 225. 
at West Boston (hospital) to 
build, 63. 
at Rainsford, 24S. 
to repair, 68. 
sealers of wood on certain, 6), 
187-88. 
whartfingers, 69, 71. 
warehouses on, 71. 
near the battery, 108. 
at the North Battery, 186. 
Scarlett’s, 200. 
bulls, 225. 
Doan’s wharf, 236, 241. 
Wheeler’s Point, 67-68. 
Wheelwright’s wharf, 43, 44, 52, 71, 135, 186, 
PRAY 
warehouses at, to use as 
hospital, inhabitants pro- 
test against, 71. 
(See also Wharves.) 
White Bread alley, 35, 40. 
( See also Streets) 
Horse, The, 225, 237, 238, 239, 242, 243. 
(See also Taverns.) 
Widows, poor, (J/rs. Brookers’ Donation) 
bequest to, 11, 12, 14, 74, 
76, 80, 96, 99, 112, 113, 114, 
116, 123, 157, 158, 159, 161, 
165, 177, 181, 188, 195, 204, 
208, 211, 212, 213, 214, 243, 
244. 
list of beneficiaries, 14, 107, 
108, 124, 159, 208, 244. 
executors of bequest, to call 
to immediate settlement, 
55, 188. 
bonds for, 114, 116, 123, 161, 
165, 177, 181, 188, 195, 204, 
211, 212, 213, 214. 
(See also Bequests.) | 
Williams (schooner), 161, 162. 
(See also Ships, etc.) 
Wills: Jfrs. Brookers, 195. 
Winchendon, 104. 
Windham, 221, 222. 
Windows at Rainsford hospital to mend, 146. 
Wing’s lane, 27, 127. 
(See also Streets). 
Winnesimit Ferry, 4, 225. 
boats on Boston side of, to 
keep, 4. 
(See also Ferries). 
Winter’s wharf, 29. 
(See also Wharves). 
Woburn, 118, 127. 
Wood, sealers of, 69, 70, 186, 187. 
new division of districts for, 71. 
red cedar, 121. 
uses of, 121. 
fire, Province law relative to, 149, 
150. 
cutters, 149. 
timber, 156, 177. 
six feet of, to a poor woman, 164. 
act concerning cord, 187-88. 
fines and forfeitures concerniny 
cord, 188. 
Woodstock, 119, 120. 
seiectmen of, 143. 
Wool, 202. 
Workhouse, 23. 
(See also Almshouse.) 
Writing-schools see Schools. 
Writs, 73. 
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REP OR 


OF THE 


SPECIAL COMMITTEE 


ON 


RULES OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 


In Boarp oF ALDERMEN, Jan. 16, 1893. 


The special committee appointed to prepare rules for the 
government of the board of aldermen for the current year 
report herewith the accompanying draft, which they recom- 
mend for adoption. 

The changes recommended in the rules as in force last 
year are the following : 

In rule 17 insert the words “reported by a committee ” 
after the word “ resolution,” in the first line. 

In the list of committees, rule 24, strike out the words 
“to be composed of the committee on Public Buildings on 
the part of this board,” after the words “ county buildings.” 

Also strike out the words “steam engines and furnaces ” 
in same section; also the word “and,” in the last line; and 
add to the last line the words “ and stables.” 

In rule 25 insert “Orders of notice of hearings,” as the 
fifth number in the Order of Business, and change the re- 
maining numbers as required. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Joun H. Ler, 
Tuomas W. FrLoop, 
JACOB FOTTLER, 


Committee on Rules. 
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RULES 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 


CHAIRMAN. 


Ruut 1. The chairman of the board shall take the chair 
at the hour to which the board shall have adjourned, and 
shall call the members to order, and, a quorum being pres- 
ent, shall cause the minutes of the preceding regular meeting 
to be read; and, in the absence of the chairman, the senior 
member present shall preside as chairman pro tempore. 

Rue 2. The chairman shall preserve decorum and order, 
may speak to points of order in preference to other members, 
and shall decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal 
to the board; and no other business shall be in order until 
the question on appeal shall have been decided. 

Rute 3. The chairman shall propound all motions in 
the order in which they are moved, unless the subsequent 
motion shall be previous in its nature, except that, in naming 
sums and fixing times, the largest sum and longest time shall 
be put first. 

Rute 4. The chairman shall, at the request of any mem- 
ber, make a division of a question when the sense will admit. 

Rute 5. The chairman shall, without debate, decide all 
questions relating to priority of business to be acted upon. 

Rue 6. The chairman may read sitting, but shall rise 
to state a motion, or put a question to the board. 

Rute 7. The chairman shall declare all votes; but if 
any member doubts a vote, the chairman shall cause a rising 
vote to be taken; and when any member so requests, shall 
cause the vote to be taken or verified by yeas and nays. 

Ruxe 8. The chairman shall appoint all committees, fill 
all vacancies therein, and designate the rank of the members 
thereof. 

Rute 9. When the chairman of the board or the chairman 
pro tempore shall desire to vacate the chair, he may call any 
member to it; but such substitution shall not continue 
beyond an adjournment. 
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MorIONs. 


Ruxe 10. Every motion shall be reduced to writing if the 
chairman shall so direct. 

Rute 11. A motion to strike out and insert shall be 
deemed indivisible ; but a motion to strike out being lost shall 
not preclude amendment, or a motion to strike out and insert. 

Rute 12. No motion or proposition of a subject differ- 
ent from that under consideration shall be admitted under 
color of amendment. 

Rute 13. When an order or resolution relates to a sub- 
ject which may properly be examined and reported upon by 
an existing committee of the city council, such order or res- 
olution shall, upon presentation, be referred to such com- 
mittee. When a motion is made to refer any subject, and 
different committees are proposed, the motion shall be put 
in the following order: 


To a standing committee of the board. 
To a special committee of the board. 
To a joint standing committee. 

To a joint special committee. 


qH> © dO 


Ruiz 14. After a motion has been put by the chairman, 
it shall not be withdrawn except by unanimous consent. 

Rute 15. When a question is under debate, only a 
motion to adjourn, to lay on the table, to postpone to a day 
certain, to commit, to amend, or to postpone indefinitely 
shall be entertained ; ; and said motions shall have precedence 
in the order in which they stand arranged. 

Rue 16. A motion to adjourn shall be in order at any 
time, except on an immediate repetition, or pending a veri- 
fication of a vote; and that motion, the motion to lay on 
the table, and the motion to take from the table, shall be 
decided without debate. 


READINGS. 


Rute 17. Every ordinance, order, and resolution re- 
ported by a committee shall, unless rejected, have two sev- 
eral readings, both of which may take place at the same 
session, anlass objection is made. Whenever the second 
reading immediately follows the first reading, the document 

may be read by its title only. Orders from the board of 
street commissioners changing the names of streets, and 
orders granting Jocations for poles or posts, shall, however, 
have one reading only at the same session. 
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CONFIRMATIONS. 


Rute 18. The question of confirming a nomination made 
by the mayor shall be decided by a yea and nay ballot. 


RECONSIDERATION. 


Rute 19. When a vote has been passed, any member 
may move a reconsideration thereof at the same meeting; or 
he may give notice to the clerk, within twenty-four hours of 
the adjournment, of his intention to move a reconsideration 
at the next regular meeting; in which case the clerk shall 
retain possession of the papers until the next regular meet- 
ing; and when a motion for reconsideration is decided, that 
vote shall not be reconsidered. 


ConbuctT oF MEMBERS. 


Rute 20. Every member when about to speak shall 
rise, address the chair, and wait until he is recognized, and 
in speaking shall confine himself to the question, and avoid 
personalities. 

Rue 21. No member speaking shall, without his consent, 
be interrupted by another, except upon a point of order. 

Rute 22. No member shall be permitted to vote on any 
question, or serve on any committee, where his private right 
is immediately concerned, distinct from the public interest. 

Rute 238. Every member who shall be present when a 
question is put, where he is not excluded by interest, shall 
give his vote, unless the board for special reasons shall 
excuse him. Application to be so excused on any question 
must be made before the board is divided, or before the 
calling of the yeas and nays; and such application shall be 
accompanied by a brief statement of the reasons, and shall 
be decided without debate. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Rute 24. The following standing committees of the 
board, to consist of three members each, except where 
otherwise herein provided, and the members of the joint 
standing committees on the part of this board, named in 
the joint rules and orders of the city council, and all other 
committees, unless otherwise provided for, or specially di- 
rected by the board, shall be appointed by the chair : 

Committee on Armories. and Military Affairs — Bonds — 
County Accounts — Electric Wires— Faneuil Hall and 
County Buildings — Lamps — Laying out Streets — Licenses 
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— Markets — Railroads — Streets and Sewers, to consist of 
allthe members of the board, and to be divided by the chair- 
man of the committee into the following sub-committees ; 
namely, on Paving division, Sewer division, Bridge division, 
Sanitary division, “Street- Cleaning division, and Stables. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Rute 25. Atevery regular meeting of the board the order 
of business shall be as follows 


1. Communications from His Honor the Mayor. 

2. Presentation of petitions, memorials, and remon- 
strances. 

3. Papers from the common council. 

4. Unfinished business of preceding meetings. 

5. Orders of notice of hearings. 

6. Reports of city officers. 

7. Reports of committees. 

8. Motions, orders, and resolutions. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Rue 26. Committees of the board, to whom any matter 
is especially referred, shall report within four weeks, or ask 
for further time. 


EXPENSES OF COMMITTEES. 


Rue 27. No money shall be drawn from the city treas- 
ury, for the purpose of paying the expenses of any com- 
mittee, or any portion of the same, while absent from the 
city of Boston, unless authorized by special vote of the 
board. 


SPECTATORS. 


Rute 28. No person, except a member of the board, 
shall be permitted to occupy the seat of any member while 
the board is in session. 

Rue 29. No person or persons, excepting members of 
the city government and reporters, and persons invited by 
members of the board, shall be allowed in the anteroom 
of the aldermanic chamber while the board is in session. 
Nor shall any person be allowed in the aldermanic chamber 
while the board is in session, when the seats furnished for 
spectators are occupied. The city messenger shall enforce 
this rule. 
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LICENSES. 


RuiE 30. No licenses shall be granted for exhibitions of 
pugilism or wrestling. 

Rute 31. No permission to erect a pole or post for the 
support of electric wires or for the construction of under- 
ground conduits shall be granted until a public hearing shall 
have been given by the board of aldermen on the application 
for such permission, after notice of such hearing duly ad- 
vertised by the applicant in one or more newspapers. 

RuLE 32. Every license or permit hereafter granted for 
the location of a street-railway track, the erection of a pole 
or post, the construction of an underground conduit, laying 
of a pipe or wire, or for doing any other work which may 
involve the disturbance of a surface of a street, shall specify 
the time within which the contemplated work shall be done, 
and shall not confer authority to do any such work after the 
expiration of such specified time. 


SUSPENSION OF RULES. 


Rue 33. Any rule may be suspended by vote of two- 
thirds of the members of the board present and voting, 
except rule 30, which shall be suspended only by a unani- 
mous vote. 
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BOS’ TONLA 3 
CONDITAD. 
i 16 30. SZ 
CiMing, DOS 


Re Hee OFRer 
OF THE 


COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, 


SUBMITTING APPROPRIATION BILL FOR THE 
CEDYS+A ND COUNT Y,; 


For 1893. 


In Board oF ALDERMEN, January 23, 1893. 


The Committee on Appropriations, to whom was referred 
the message of his Honor the Mayor transmitting the esti- 
mates of the several departments for the financial year of 
1893, having considered the subject, respectfully submit the 
accompanying appropriation bill for the city and county for 
the ensuing financial year. 

The committee have added to the appropriation for Police 
Department the expenses for the execution of the liquor 
license law and the maintenance of the police signal system, 
which hitherto have been charged under the statute to the 
revenue from liquor licenses, ‘and results in an increase in 
the estimated income of $86,000, and a corresponding 
increase in the appropriation. 

The committee accordingly recommend the passage of the 
bill with the accompanying orders. 

For the Committee, 
Joun H. LEs, 


Chairman. 
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CITY COR BOSTON. 


APPROPRIATION ORDERS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
JANUARY 31, 1894. 


In Boarp oF ALDERMEN, January 23, 1893. 


Ordered, That to meet the expenses of the city of Boston 
and the county of Suffolk, pay able during the year which 
will commence with the first day of February, 1893, and ° 
end with the last day of January, 1894, the following sums 
of money be and the same are hereby respectively appropri- 
ated for the several departments, and for the objects and 
purposes hereinafter specified. 

Ordered, That all sums of money which may be sub- 
scribed or contributed to promote the objects of any of the 
said appropriations, and which form no part of the estimated 
income of the city, shall be credited to such appropriations 
accordingly, and be strictly applied according to the inten- 
tion of the contributors. 

Ordered, That the several officers and boards of the city 
in charge of departments, under the general supervision and 
control of His Honor the Mayor, expend the said appropria- 
tions made for their several departments, and the persons or 
boards authorized by law to expend the other appropriations, 
expend the same all in accordance with the laws and ordi- 
nances. 

Ordered, That, to meet the appropriations herein made, 
the moneys received from the income and taxes of the past 
year not otherwise disposed of, the balances of the appro- 
priations in excess of expenditures remaining in the treasury 
at the close of the last day of January, 1893, and the taxes 
and income of the current year, other than the income from 
the water supplies, be used; that the expenses and charges 
of distribution of the water supplies, the interest and sink- 
ing-funds of the debts incurred for said supplies, and the 
purchase and laying of water-pipes, be met with the income 
received from said supplies; and that all expenses of the 
Board of Survey shall be met with the proceeds of the loans 
issued for that purpose. 

Ordered, That at any time or times between December 1, 
1893, and February 1, 1894, the City Auditor may, with 
the approval of the Mayor, make such transfers as may be 
necessary in closing the accounts of the financial year, and 
may with such approval use the proceeds of any lands sold 
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during the year as part of the general income or revenue of 
the city for the year, or pay the same to the Board of Com- 
missioners of Sinking Funds. 

Ordered, That the Board of Street Commissioners may, 
with the approval of the Mayor, sell, in the manner provided 
by the ordinances, any land or building not in use by any 
department, or held for any special purpose under the re- 
quirements of any statute, and the proceeds of any and all 
such sales shall be applied as provided in the preceding 
order. 

Ordered, That the City Treasurer borrow money as it may 
be required, not exceeding six million ($6,000,000) dollars 
in all, in anticipation of the taxes of the current municipal 
year, all sums so borrowed to be paid within one year from 
the time the loan is made, and from the said taxes of the 
present municipal year, and interest to cease thereon on the 
day any money so borrowed is payable : 


ARCHITECT DEPARTMENT: Twenty- 


one thousand dollars . , $21,000 00 
ASSESSING DEPAR TMENT: One hun- 

dred and thirty-seven thousand dollars, 137,000 00 
AUDITING DEPARTMENT: Twenty- 

eight thousand seven hundred dollars . 28,700 00 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN: Ninety-eight 
thousand five hundred dollars : 
Salaries of Board F . $18,000 00 
Contingent expenses . ; 5,500 00 
Soldiers’ Relief . ; ; 75,000 00 
— 98,500 00 


CITY CLERK DEPARTMENT: Seventy 
thousand dollars P 70,000 00 
CTELY -COUNCLU <. Phirty five thousand 
five hundred dollars: 
Contingent expenses, Joint 
Committees ; ; $5,500 00 
Incidental expenses 30,000 00 
—— 35,900 00 


CITY MESSENGER DEPARTMENT: 

Twenty-five thousand seven hundred 

and thirty dollars. : : : 25,730 00 
CLERK OF COMMITTEES DEPART- 

MENT: Eleven thousand nine hun- 

dred dollars : ‘ ; ; ; 11,900 00 


Amount carried forward, $428,330 00 
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Amount brought forward, 
COLLECTING DEPARTMENT: Eighty- 
four thousand six hundred dollars 
COMMON COUNCIL: Ten thousand four 

hundred dollars : 
Clerk’s expenses. ; $4,600 00 
Contingent expenses 5,800 00 


ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT: Forty- 
two thousand dollars . 

FERRY DEPARTMENT: ey Hntrad 
and fifteen thousand dollars 


FIRE DEPARTMENT: One million and 
twenty thousand dollars : 

For current expenses. $995,000 O00 

Pensions : 25,000 00 


HEALTH DEPARTMENT: One hundred 
and forty thousand dollars . 

HOSPITAL DEPARTMENT: Two hun- 
dred and sixty thousand dollars . : 

INSPECTION OF BUILDINGS DE- 
PARTMENT: Sixty-eight thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

INSPECTION OF MILK AND VINE 
GAR, DEPARTMENT FOR THE: 
Twelve thousand five hundred dollars, 

INSPECTION OF PROVISIONS DE- 
PARTMENT: Three thousand two 
hundred and twenty-five dollars . 

LAMP DEPARTMENT: Five hundred 
and forty-five thousand two hundred 
and forty-five dollars 

LAW DEPARTMENT: meh one ‘thou- 
sand dollars 

LIBRARY DEPARTMENT: “One hun- 
dred and fifty-one thousand dollars 

MARKET DEPARTMENT: Twelve thou- 

7 sand four hundred and fifty dollars 

MAYOR: 

Including department expenses, entertain- 
ment of guests, and contingent ex- 
penses ; 

MOUNT HOPE CEMETERY ‘DEPART- 
MENT: Ten thousand dollars 


Amount carried forward, 


$428,330 


84,600 


10,400 
42,000 


215,000 


1,020,000 
140,000 


260,000 


68,500 


12,500 


3,225 


545,245 
31,000 
151,000 


12,450 


31,000 


10,000 


$3,065,250 


00 


00 


00 
00 


0) 


00 
00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 
00 
00 
00 


00 
00 


00 
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Amount brought forward, 

OVERSEEING OF THE POOR DE- 
PARTMENT: One hundred and ten 
thousand dollars ‘ 

PARK DEPARTMENT: Eighty thousand 
dollars : : 

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Cine million 
two hundred and sixty-one thousand 
dollars. 

For current expenses including House of 
Detention and police matrons, expenses 
in enforcing the liquor-license law, and 
of the maintenance of the police-signal 
system; also the increase of salaries 
of the four assistant inspectors, 

$1,202,638 00 

Pensions . 1 ; 58,362 00 


PRINTING DEPARTMENT: Forty-five 
thousand dollars : ; 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS DEPARTMEN De: 
One hundred and forty-five thousand 
dollars ‘ é 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS, SCHOOLS: One 
bundred and ninety thousand dollars, 
PUBLIC CELEBRATIONS: Twenty-five 
thousand dollars, May 30, 1893; June 
17, 1893; July 4, 1893; Labor’s Holi- 
day, 1893 s ; : : ‘ 
PUBLIC GROUNDS DEPARTMENT: 
Ninety thousand dollars. : ; 
Pipe. INSTELCU TION ‘DEPARI— 
MENT: Six hundred and twenty-five 
thousand dollars : : : 
REGISTRATION OF VOTERS DE- 
PARTMENT: Forty-six thousand five 
hundred dollars ; 
REGISTRY DEPARTMENT: Thirty- 
three thousand five hundred dollars 
RESERVED FUND: Fifty-seven thousand 
nine hundred and fifty-five dollars 
And the City Auditor is hereby author- 
ized to transfer from this fund for cur- 
rent expenses only, as the Mayor may 
designate with the approval of the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 


Amount carried forward, 


$3,065,250 


110,000 


80,000 


1,261,000 


45,000 
145,000 
190,000 

25,000 

90,000 
625,000 


46,500 
33,900 


27,955 


$5,774,205 


5 


00 


00 
00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 
00 
00 


00 
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Amount brought forward, 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE: One million 
eight hundred and four thousand dollars., 
SEALING OF WEIGHTS AND MEAS- 
URES DEPARTMENT: Nineteen thou- 
sand nine hundred and fifty-three dollars, 
SINKING-FUND DEPARTMENT: Two 
thousand five hundred dollars : j 
STREET DEPARTMENT: Two million 
two bundred and twenty-eight thousand 
dollars. 
Central office : , $20,000 00 


Bridge division. 135,000 00 
Cambridge- bridges ied 13,000 00 
Paving 6 850,000 00 
Sanitary a 470,000 00 
Sewer 66 850,000 00 
Street-cleaning cs 290,000 00 
Watering 6s 100,000 OO 


And the City Auditor is hereby authorized 
to transfer from time to time, upon the 
request of the Superintendent of Streets, 
with the approval of the Mayor, such 
sums as may be needed from any one of 
the appropriations above named for cur- 
rent expenses of the Street Department 
to any other appropriation for current 
expenses in the same department. 

STREETS LAYING OUT DEPART- 
MENT: Seventeen thousand five hundred 
- dollars . . N 

SURVEYING ‘DEPARTMENT: Forty- 
five thousand dollars. : 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT: Thirty- 
nine thousand two hundred and Ba dol- 
lars 


CLYY, DEBT REQUIREMENTS : 
For sinking-funds . $1,176,842 00 
Interest ‘ ; ; 1,550,000 00 


COUNTY OF SUFFOLK: Eight hundred 
and eight thousand three hundred and 
seventy-seven dollars. 


Amount carried forward, 


$5,774,205 00 


1,804,000 00 


it 


9,953 00 


2,500 00 


2.228.000 00 


1 


4 


3 


7,900 00 
5,000 00 


9,250 00 


2,726,842 00 
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Amount brought forward, $12,657,250 00 
For sinking funds and 
principal of debt : $62,377 00 


For interest . 121,000 00 
House of Garractian 100,000 00 

General expenses. 525,000 00 

— 808,377 00 
WATER INCOME DEPARTMENT: 

Cochituate Water-works . $50,620 00 
Mystic Water-works . 12,680 00 
$63,800 00 


WATER SUPPLY DEPARTMENT: 
Cochituate Water-works : 
Current expenses : $390,000 00 


Interest. , ; 831,745 O00 
Sinking-fund require- 
ment : : 229,520 00 


$1,451,268 00 


Mystic Water-works : 
Current expenses : $128,000 00 
Interest» . J : 16,827 50 


$144,827 50 


BOARD OF SURVEY : 
Expenses : s $65,000 00 


$13,465,627 00 
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TAN Bits 1893: 
ORDERS. 


Laying a Specific Tax to defray the expenses of the City of 
Boston and the County of Suffolk for the financial year 
L893, and providing for interest on non-payment of same. 


Ordered, That the sum of ten million and seven hundred 
and nine thousand and thirty-seven dollars ($10,709,087) 
be raised on the polls and estates taxable in this city, 
according to law, to pay the current expenses of the City of 
Boston and the County of Suffolk during the financial year 
which will commence with the first day of Fe ebruary, 1893, 
and end with the last day of January, 1894. 

Ordered, That in pursuance of the authority of Chapter 
11, Section 67, of the Public Statutes, all taxes assessed for 
the purpose of providing for the expenditures of the City of 
Boston and the County of Suffolk for the financial year 1893, 
and for paying the city’s proportion of the State tax of 1893, 
shall be due and payable on the first day of October, 1893, and, 
if the same shall remain unpaid, November 1, interest at the 
rate of six per cent. per annum shall be charged upon all 
such taxes as shall not be paid at that date; and upon all 
taxes that shall remain unpaid on the first day of January, 
1894, there shall be charged interest at the rate of seven per 
cent. per annum; and all the interest that shall have become 
due from and after the above-named dates shall be added to 
and be a part of such taxes; provided, however, that the 
taxes assessed, by authority of Chapter 13 of the Public 
Statutes, upon the shares of National Banks, and of other 
corporations, shall be due and payable on the first day of 
November, 1893, and interest shall be charged, as provided 
in said chapter, upon all such taxes as remain unpaid after 
that date, at the rate of twelve per cent. per annum. 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


OF THE 


FIRE MARSHAL 


OF THE 
CYEY OF: BOSTON 


ON 


THE FEDERAL-STREET FIRE, JANUARY 10, 1893. 


OFFICE OF THE FrrE Marsuat, 
Crry or Boston, January 26, 1893. 


To the Honorable the City Council of the City of Boston: 


GENTLEMEN: I have the honor to submit herewith a 
special report on the fire at 207-217 Federal street, January 
10, 1893. 

Tuesday morning, January 10, at 8.22 A.M., an alarm 
of fire from Box 48 summoned the Fire Department to the 
building numbered 207-217 Federal street, occupied as a 
wool warehouse by Hecht Bros. & Co. A second alarm was 
sounded at 8.30 and a third at 8.36 A.M. This building 
was completely destroyed, and the fire extended to 219-227 
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Federal street on one side, and to 175, 183, 169, 173 Sum- 
mer street on the other. 

The approximate loss on buildings and contents, so far as 
can be ascertained at the present writing, may be estimated 
at one million of dollars, while the insurance on the same 
will probably aggregrate nearly two million. 

The building 207-217 Federal street was constructed of 
brick, six stories in height, with a flat roof, and had a front- 
age of one hundred and four feet, a rearage of one hundred 
and five feet, was one hundred and forty feet deep, one 
hundred and thirty feet high, and had two elevator wells 
enclosed in brick. It was occupied on the southerly side 
from the first to the sixth story by Hecht Bros. & Co., 
dealers in wool. On the north side Joseph Koshland & 
Co. and Patterson Bros. & Co., wool dealers, occupied the 
first and fourth and second and third floors respectively, and 
Hecht Bros. & Co. the whole floor-area above. The base- 
ment floor had for tenants Isaac E. Baxter, fruit store; J. W. 
& D. Lyons, storage for liquor ; Geo. H. Stetson, retail shoe- 
dealer; and Colby & Weymouth, meat market. 

The fire apparently started in the room marked “A” on 
the accompanying cut, or in the closet, “B,” whence it 
spread through a large hole in the wooden partition (used 
for the passage of a return steam-pipe) separating “ A” from 
“B.” From room “A,” in which were piled empty burlap 
wool-bags, the flames burst through the wooden door “ H,” 
and a window opening into the light area. This area, the 
dimensions of which were 32 by 28 feet, was constructed of 
solid brick walls extending from the ground to above the 
roof of the building, and was uncovered. Light was con- 
veyed to the various stories by means of four windows three 
feet high, on each side of the shaft, two feet from the 
floor. According to the specifications (prepared by Jones 
& Weissbein, architects) under which the building was 
constructed this light area should have been provided with 
shutters, but for some unknown reason, presumably the 
belief that they were unnecessary, none were furnished. As 
soon as the flames broke through into this area, they were at 
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once drawn resistlessly upward by the powerful draught 
from above. On the first floor around this area and in con- 
tact with it on Hecht Bros.’ side were piled bags of unscoured 
wool and sample cases of boots and shoes, some of the 
windows even being covered with these goods. The same 
condition of things, z.e., bags of wool piled against and 
covering the windows of the light-area well, existed on 
the second and third floors, occupied by Patterson Bros. 
Through these windows tongues of flame rapidly ate their 
way into the adjacent merchandise, while others continued 
their upward flight, attacking each floor in turn, until they 
were seen blazing above the centre of the building by Officer 
Carroll three minutes after the alarm had been pulled in, 
although at that time no flames were visible in the front of 
the building. It is also in evidence that by the time the 
firemen had arrived the flames were breaking through the 
windows of the large light-well into the second floor, occupied 
by Patterson Bros. Under these circumstances and taking 
into consideration the unpartitioned floor-area of over fourteen 
thousand feet, of the six stories crowded with greasy wool, 
it will be readily understood that so far as this building 
was concerned its complete destruction was already an as- 
sured fact when the firemen arrived on the scene. The ex- 
tension of the fire to 219 Federal street, known as the Water 
Board building, and occupied by Hecht Bros. & Co. as a 
storehouse, was caused by the southern wall of the building 
where the fire started falling and carrying burning timbers 
with it. The tinned door in the party wall on the third 
story separating the Hecht building from the rear annex was 
closed, while the door between the front part of the buildings 
on the same story was open. District-Chief Mullen states, 
however, that there was no fire in the so-called Water 
Board building until the wall fell. 

On the Summer-street side of Hecht Bros.’ store, the build- 
ing of Atherton T. Brown, numbered 185-205 Summer 
street, extended from Federal street fifty feet toward the 
rear. Beyond this the wall of the Hecht building above the 
first story faced an open area separating their building from 


Diagonal lines show extent of Damage by Fire and Falling Walls. 
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buildings numbered 169-183 Summer street. Across this 
area, ten feet wide, the flames crossed from windows (the 
shutters being open) in Hecht Bros.’ building, through 


Plan of Basement of Hecht Bros. & Co.’s Building. 


windows unprotected by shutters in the “Constant” build- 
ing, Nos. 169-173 Summer street. 
A number of firemen, probably eighteen or twenty, were 
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burt by falling bricks, beams, and wires, and two of Hecht 
Bros.’ employees sustained serious injuries. Three or four 
other citizens were also injured. Joseph F. Barker, a 
reporter on the 7ranscript, was crushed to death by the side 
wall of Hecht Bros.’ building tumbling over upon him. 


PROBABLE CAUSE OF THE FIRE. 


The well-known difficulties attending the holding of a fire 
inquest where premises have been totally destroyed, and the 
natural tendency of witnesses to avoid implicating them- 
selves in any act of carelessness which may have resulted in 
the loss of life and property, often render it impossible to 
assign a cause of a fire which can be considered absolutely 
correct beyond the possibility of a doubt. I therefore con- 
sider it more just to all concerned to qualify my finding, and 
state what appears to be the probable cause, meaning there- 
by to state my own belief, based on a careful review of the 
evidence and the appearance of the witnesses at the hearing. 

In the basement of Hecht Bros.’ building, and under that 
part of the first floor which was occupied by them, were two 
stores, one being occupied by Colby & Weymouth as a meat 
market, and the other by Geo. H. Stetson as a shoe store. 
In the rear of each of these stores was a door “ L” and “M” 
opening into the bag-room of Hecht Bros., and used by the 
store occupants in passing to the closets “B,” which were 
kept unlocked. The fire appears to have been discovered by 
Mr. Weymouth, one of the proprietors of the meat store, 
who first noticed smoke coming over the top of the partition 
which separated his store from the bag-room “D.” On 
opening the door it was seen that the bags piled in the fur- 
ther part of the bag-room and in the vicinity of the water- 
closet were ablaze. Weymouth went to the front door and 
cried “fire,” whereupon Fred Masterson, an employee in the 
adjoining shoe-store, ran across the street and pulled Box 48. 
The alarm worked perfectly, and officer Carroll, who was at 
the box at the same time with Masterson, states that Engine 
7 was on the ground in three minutes from the pulling of 


REPORT ON FEDERAL-STREET FIRE. 7 


the alarm. ‘The short time which intervened between the 
start of the fire and its discovery, and the promptness with 
which the alarm was given, is evidenced by the fact that the 
automatic system of the United States Electric Fire Signal 
Co., connected with every part of the basement of Hecht 
Bros.’ building, was still sounding in Engine 7’s house when 
the regular alarm came in, and there is no ground for sup- 
posing the system was not in good working order. Mean- 
while smoke began to reach the first or office floor of Hecht 
Bros., and attracted the attention of their shipper and book- 
keeper. The latter, upon going out of the office and 
into the sample room, noticed smoke and some flame com- 
ing up from below at a point just above where the water- 
closet “B,” room “A,” and the area “C” join together in 
the basement. At that time flame was also coming up through 
the light area “C.” The cry of fire also reached a number of 
men who were working on the second and sixth floors. They 
at once ran down the back stairs “J.” Two of them opened 
the door “G” leading into the area and found it full of fire, 
with flames bursting through the door “H” and the area 
window of the bag-mending room “ A.” Others passed by 
the boiler-room “N,” where there was no fire, and opened 
the door “ P” to the bag-mending room, which was at that 
time all on fire, and they at once closed the door. At this 
time there was no fire apparent in the entry “K.” The 
last person known to have been in the basement was the 
engineer of Hecht Brothers, who left the boiler-room twelve 
minutes before the cry of fire, and went upstairs to assist the 
men on the sixth floor. 

In all probability, no bagging could have been burning at 
that time, as the smoke from burning burlap is quite pun- 
gent, and the odor or smoke would have been noticed by 
him. The departure of the engineer left nobody in the 
basement, so far as is known, from that time up to the time 
of the fire, and with no means of access for anybody except 
by way of the back stairs, the elevator, or srg uen the rear 
doors of the basement stores. 

It is claimed by two employees of the shoe store, who were 
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there at the time of the fire, that their rear door had been 
opened but once that morning, and that at half-past seven, 
when the shutters were placed in the bag-room “ D.” 

The parties in the meat store claim to have opened their 
rear door only once that morning, and that at quarter 
before eight, for the purpose of putting out some dirt. The 
occupants of both stores deny having gone through the bag 
store-room to the closets that morning. 

Between the boiler-room “N” and the bag-mending room 
“A,” there was a double brick wall. The boiler was a small 
one, and merely used for the purpose of supplying the 
building with steam heat. It is said that this wall on the 
side of the bag-mending room was never warm, and, more- 
over, there was nothing against the wall to ignite, the bags 
being piled on the other side of the room. 

I therefore conclude that the fire could not have originated 
directly from the boiler. 

Two steam-pipes ran from the boiler-room across the top 
of the bag-mending room. ‘They passed through the parti- 
tion separating the bag-mending room from the bag store- 
room by means of a large hole some six or seven inches 
larger than the diameter of the pipes, and there seems to be 
no ground to suppose that they could in any way have been 
the cause of the fire. 

No one is known to have been in the bag-mending room 
“A” the morning of the fire, or in fact within a day or two 
before. The bag store-room “D” was piled several feet 
high with empty burlap bags, with the exception of passage- 
ways through which the store occupants made their way to 
their closets. There was also a quantity of these bags in 
room “A.” It is not supposed that burlap or jute bagging 
alone or of itself is liable to spontaneous combustion, al- 
though under certain circumstances it may heat to some 
extent. It is, however, known that jute, when saturated 
with an easily oxidizable oil, becomes liable to spontaneous 
combustion. I submitted some of this bagging which had 
contained unscoured wool to Professor Norton of the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology, who gave it as his opinion 
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that it was not liable to spontaneous combustion. He stated 
that the amount of oil in the bagging was very small, and that 
it did not show any tendency to heating even at 212°. Nat- 
urally there can be no assurance that the samples submitted 
for examination had been in service the same length of time 
or were impregnated with the same amount of oil as any or 
all of the bags in Hecht Brothers’ basement. While, in con- 
sideration of this fact, I do not feel warranted in stating that 
it was impossible for the fire to have originated from spon- 
taneous combustion of this kind, I still consider it hardly 
probable. I should rather expect, in such case, that the 
actual blaze would be preceded by a smouldering of burlap 
sufficient to have given out a warning odor some time before. 

Could the fire have started in the closet “ B” ? 

The men who were in the basement stores state positively 
that they had not been to that closet during the morning. 
One of the employees of Hecht Brothers admits having 
gone to the closet “B” a short time before the fire broke 
out, but claims that be was not smoking, although admitting 
that he was the possessor of two pipes, and was in the habit 
of smoking during the noon hour. ‘This man’s testimony as 
to his general habits of smoking is contradictory, and is, in 
certain respects, directly contradicted by other evidence. 
If either he or any of the occupants of the basement stores 
before mentioned dzd smoke in the closet that morning, it 
would be easy to understand how a match or burning to- 
bacco, dropped among paper on the closet floor, could have 
started a blaze which might have extended through the hole 
in the partition separating it from the bag-mending room 
“A,” against which empty bags were piled, and thence spread 
into the light area and up through the building. 

Tf tt be a fact that there was no act of carelessness on the 
part of any one in or about this closet that morning, I am, 
in view of the want of any more satisfactory and tangible 
evidence tending to show spontaneous combustion, at a loss 
to determine the exact cause of the fire. 
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CAUSE OF THE FIRE SPREADING. 


Having reviewed all the obtainable evidence which might 
suggest a probable cause of the fire’s origin, another fully as 
important question remains to be considered, viz., What ° 
caused the fire to spread beyond the limits of the Hecht 
building where it started? 

As has been noted before, this building was doomed be- 
yond all question when the firemen arrived, by reason of the 
almost instantaneous scattering of the flames on every floor 
through the windows of the light area, thus making of the 
building, in a short time, a roaring furnace from’ basement 
to roof. Subjected to such strain, the wool-laden floors soon 
gave away, and a portion of the southerly wall fell on the 
Water Board building, 219 Federal street, and, with its ac- 
companiment of burning timbers, set it on fire. This wall, as 
in fact the entire Hecht building, seems to have been con- 
structed in strict conformity to the building laws in force at 
the time of its erection, and was generally considered a first- 
class building. This wall was twenty-four inches thick from 
the base to the second floor, twenty inches between the 
second and third floors, and sixteen inches from the fourth 
floor to the roof. : 

The spreading of the flames into the Summer-street build- 
ings on the other side of the Hecht building through the rear 
windows seems, however, to have been entirely unnecessary, 
and the unwarrantable destruction of valuable property in 
this way would appear to indicate that either individuals 
may be deserving of censure or methods be worthy of refor- 
mation at the present time, in order that a repetition of such 
negligence in the future may not prove the cause of another 
unjustifiable loss. 

As will be seen from the plan of the burned buildings, 
contained in this report,-the walls of the Hecht building and 
the walls of the Preston and Constant buildings on Summer 
street joined as far as the second story, where they were 
covered with wire-protected skylights, thus forming a roof 
for the offices in the Summer-street buildings. Above this 
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the area, some ten feet wide, was entirely open. From the 
windows of the Hecht building where the shutters had been 
opened, it was an easy course for the flames across this 
area to the unshuttered windows of the Constant building, 
and thence to the Preston building. 

The first and fundamental mistake seems to lie in the fact 
that the windows of the Constant building were not pro- 
vided with shutters. 

It is claimed by the Inspector of Buildings,—and _ his 
records under date of March 31, 1884, so show, —that at the 
time of its erection, 1882-4, or at least afterwards, when 
the examination required by law was made, the building was 
provided with six shutters on each floor. On the other 
hand, the tenants, including those who have been tenants 
since its first occupancy, unite in saying that there were 
never any shutters on the building, and this notwithstanding 
several requests to the owners to furnish them. I fail to 
understand why these tenants did not apply to the Inspector 
of Buildings for relief. 

The architect of the Constant building further states that 
no shutters were provided for in the specifications under 
which this building was constructed, although iron hinge- 
hooks were furnished. 

The above facts would seem to indicate gross negligence 
on the part of some one, and a direct violation of the building 
laws, as well as an official record (unintentional, no doubt) 
concealing the fact. 

The records of the Inspector’s Department of the Boston 
Board of Fire Underwriters on this building have for years 
contained this report, “Shutters needed; ” but no action in 
the matter, so far as I can learn, was ever taken, although it 
is said to have been the intention of the inspector of the 
Board to have notified the owners this month that if shutters 
were not provided their rates for insurance would be in- 
creased. 

If I may be pardoned the suggestion, it would seem to be 
the better policy in such cases, where the remedy can be so 
easily supplied by the owner of the building, not to give the 
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owner the alternative of putting on shutters or paying extra 
insurance, but to absolutely refuse to insure the property 
until properly protected. Moreover, while this inspection 
on the part of the Board of Underwriters is a matter of 
voluntary expense in the management of a private business, 
yet the general business of insurance is so largely public in 
its character, by reason of the fact that large public interests 
are at stake, and that the money of the people eventually 
pays the expense of carrying it on, that it would seem to 
have been the duty of the underwriters in this instance, as 
well in all others of like nature, to have taken, in behalf of 
the public welfare as well as on account of their own private 
interests, such steps as were necessary to remedy this flagrant 
violation of the building law, by reporting the facts to the 
proper authority, viz., the Inspector of Buildings, whose 
duty it would then have been to have seen that the building 
was furnished with shutters, or to prosecute the owner. 

Still another fatal error, without which it may be that the 
loss made possible by the other neglect might have been 
nullified, was the ignorance of the Chief of the Fire Depart- 
ment as to the existence of this areaway and its surrounding 
conditions. The question as to whether it is reasonable to 
expect that the Chief of the Fire Department of a large and 
congested city like Boston should be so thoroughly familiar 
with the interior and exterior construction of all the build- 
ings in the business district, their adjoining alleyways, courts, 
and other surroundings, that he can, at a moment’s notice 
and while engaged in fighting a fire, avail himself of a mental 
map of the situation, is one which hardly seems to demand 
my consideration. 

Chapter 419, Section 9, of the Massachusetts Statutes 
provides that — 

“The assistant inspectors of buildings shall attend all fires 
occurring in the districts to which they are respectively as- 
signed ; shall report to the chief or assistant engineer of the 
fire department, and present all information they may have 
relative to the construction and condition of the premises on 
fire, and of the adjoining buildings.” 
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Rule 28 of the Boston Fire Department Manual reads : 

“He [¢.e., the assistant engineer, otherwise known as the 
district chief] shall acquaint himself with the character of 
the buildings in his district, and, as far as possible, with the 
detail of their internal arrangement, noting in a book or 
upon a plan all such as are dangerous, or have steam- 
engines, hatchways, fire-escapes, etc. ; In short, acquire such 
knowledge of them as may be of value, direct or indirect, 
for the prevention or prompt extinguishment of fires.” 

These provisions of State legislation and department regu- 
lation would seem to indicate that the responsibility for the 
lack of information on the part of the chief, as to the location 
of this fire-communicating areaway and its surrounding con- 
ditions, must be shared by the assistant inspector of buildings 
and the district chief engineer who were in charge of that 
district. 

Without indulging in further discussion as to how the 
blame, therefore, should be properly proportioned, I have no 
hesitation in finding that the failure of the Fire Depart- 
ment to locate lines of hose in both the Constant and Preston 
buildings until the fire was under full headway there, was a 
fatal oversight, and, so far as I am able to judge, entirely 
without justification on the part of those to whose inaction 
such oversight must be attributed. 

It should be stated, however, that, in order for any action 
in this direction to have proved beneficial, it would have 
been necessary to have adopted it almost contemporaneously 
with the attack on the Hecht building, as the Constant build- 
ing appears to have caught on fire within eight minutes from 
the time when the first alarm was pulled. 

In conclusion, it may be well to briefly summarize some of 
the more important acts of commission and omission, as well 
as conditions, which appear to have constituted the various 
factors in the origin and spread of the fire. 

First: The location of a large light-area without shutters 
or metal-covered doors, even though constructed of brick and 
built in accordance with our revised building laws (except 
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that it was not provided with a skylight), in the centre of a 
large mercantile building. 

Second: The piling of inflammable merchandise close to 
the unprotected windows of such area. Had this fire occurred 
in the night, shutters and metal doors in the area might 
have confined the fire to the basement, where it started. 
Occurring as it did in business hours, and starting close to the 
light area, I doubt the availability of such shutters as a fire- 
preventive in this instance, unless it could have been practi- 
cable to close them at the same time throughout the length 
of the area by means of any one of a series of cranks placed 
one on each floor, or by their closing automatically from the 
effect of the heat. 

The rear stairway, although in the present instance not 
appearing to have contributed materially to the extension of 
the fire to other floors, and not furnishing the dangerous 
draught by which the area flames were accelerated, would 
have been much safer if enclosed in brick. 

The floor area (over fourteen thousand feet), although 
allowable under the building laws in force when the build- 
ing was constructed, would have been limited to ten thou- 
sand feet under the Revised Code of Building Laws passed by 
the last Legislature. J am convinced that even this limit is 
too large, and, if possible to do so without annihilating com- 
mercial necessities, should be still further reduced, as rec- 
ommended by Inspector of Buildings Damrell in his report 
for 1890. 

It would seem that the occupancy by petty tenants of any 
portion of a large warehouse containing, as did the Hecht 
building, nearly a million dollars’ worth of merchandise 
should be looked upon as creating an additional exposure and 
therefore involving an extra risk, particularly where such 
tenants are allowed free access to the warehouse premises. 

Not long ago a careless fire occurred in one of the base- 
ment stores of this building, which, under certain circum- 
stances, might have resulted as disastrously as the one under 


? 


consideration. 
It is remarkable how often it happens that where there ex- 
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ists one spot more favorable than another in a building for 
the inception of a fire, this place seems to be the one selected. 

The Hecht building was considered, and not without 
reason, even on the basis of our present building laws and 
past experience, a good risk. I do not imagine that on first 
thought it would have been considered probable that flames 
could extend to the upper floors by way of a brick light-well, 
although the present experience teaches that under certain 
circumstances it may constitute almost as dangerous a fire- 
spreader as a wooden one. 

It would not have been considered excessive caution if 
the Hecht building, containing such a valuable stock of mer- 
chandise, had been protected with automatic sprinklers and 
guarded by a watchman day and night. Stand-pipes could 
have been used to advantage in subduing the fire, and the 
water-tower might have been of service on Summer street 
had it not become broken by the men in handling it. 

Steps should undoubtedly be taken looking to the placing 
underground of all wires except the trolley wires of the 
street railway, and proper arrangements should be at once 
perfected for the cutting of these, when necessary, by the 
railway people. While the mass of wires on Federal street 
do not appear to have materially retarded placing the fire 
under subjection in this instance, they are certainly lable at 
some future time to prove a serious and dangerous hindrance 
to the firemen. 

Aside from teaching that any neglect on the part of owners 
to comply with the building laws, or the failure of the proper 
authorities to enforce compliance with these laws, may prove 
a costly piece of carelessness for the city, and that certain 
peculiarities of construction not heretofore generally consid- 
ered dangerous must now be so regarded, — there is another 
important lesson to be learned, or rather emphasized, by this 
fire, a veritable sermon in flames, preached often before and 
at great expense by disastrous conflagrations; viz., that 
draught is almost always the key-note to large fires. By this 
I do not mean a draught which may merely carry off rarefied 
and overheated air, thus simplifying the subjection of the 
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flames, as the brick light-well in the Hecht building might 
have done had it been equipped with closed shutters, but a 
fire-spreading draught, which, by means of convenient side- 
openings, leaves a portion of the fire volume on each floor. 
An ordinary fire with only enough oxygen to support com- 
bustion may -often be extinguished with small loss; but 
when aided by a powerful and irresistible draught, and forti- 
fied by large unpartitioned floor-areas, never. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Cuas. W. Wuttcomes, 
Fire Marshal. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


JOINT SPECIAL COMMITTEE 


ON 


RULES AND ORDERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL. 


In Boarp oF ALDERMEN, January 30, 1893. 


The joint special committee on the joint rules of the city 
council, having considered the matter, beg leave to report, 
in part, at this time, and submit herewith the accompanying 
draft for adoption by the city council as the rules for the 
ensuing year. 

The “changes recommended in the list of committees of last 
year are the following : 

In the first list of committees, in rule one, the committee 
on the Department of Ancient Records is stricken out, as the 
department has been merged into the Registry Department. 
The committee appears as the Committee on Ancient Records, 
in the second list of committees. In like manner, the Com- 
mittee on Schools (No. 33) is transferred from the first list 
to the second list, as the department is not strictly a depart- 
ment of the city government. The only other change is in 
the paragraph that refers to the Committee on Printing 
(No. 7), in which the clause providing for the appointment 
of an agent is stricken out, as being superfluous. 


Respectfully submitted, 
For the Committee, 


JOHN H. Len, Chairman. 
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JOINT RULES AND ORDERS OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL. 


JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Rute 1. There shall be appointed at the commencement 
of the municipal year the following joint standing com- 
mittees, the members of which shall be appointed by the 
respective branches in such manner as they may determine. 
Said committees shall respectively examine as often as they 
deem necessary the accounts of public moneys received and 
expended by the several departments. To the said com- 
mittees severally shall be referred all estimates and appli- 
cations for appropriations of, and orders for expenditures 
by, the respective departments. Each of said committees 
to consist of three aldermen and five councilmen, namely : 


A committee on the Architect Department. 
A committee on the Assessing Department. 
A committee on the Auditing Department. 
A committee on the Coty Clerk Department. 
A committee on the Clerk of Committees Department. 
A committee on the City Messenger Department. 
A committee on the Collecting Department. 
A committee on the Hngineering Department. 
A committee on the Merry Department. 

10. A committee on the Hire Department. 

11. A committee on the Health Department. 

12. A committee on the Hospital Department. 

13. A committee on the Department for the Inspection of 
Buildings. 

14. A committee on the Department for the Inspection 
of Milk and Vinegar. 

15. A committee on the Department for the Inspection of 
Provisions. | 

16. A committee on the Department for the Inspection 
of Vessels and Ballast. 

17. A committee on the Lamp Department. 

18. A committee on the Law Department. 

19. A committee on the Department for Laying Out 
Streets. 

20. A committee on the Library Department. 
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21. A committee on the Market Department. 

22. A committee on the Department of Mount Hope 
Cemetery. 

23. A committee on the Park Department. 

24. A committee on the Police Department. 

25. A committee on Public Lands. 

26. A committee on the Department of Public Buildings. 

27. A committee on the Department of Public Grounds. 

28. A committee on the Department of Public Institu- 


29. A committee on the Departnent for the Registration 
of Voters. 

30. A committee on the Registry Department. 

31. A committee on the Department for the Relief of the 
Poor. 

32. A committee on the Department for the Sealing of 
Weights and Measures. 

33. A committee on the Street Department. 

34. A committee on the Surveying Department. 

35. A committee on the 7’reasury Depariment. 

36. A committee on the Water-lIncome Department. 

37. A committee on the Water-Supply Department. 


There shall also be appointed annually, in like manner, 
the following joint standing committees to perform the 
duties assigned them : 

1. A committee on Ancient Records, to consist of three 
aldermen and five councilmen, to whom shall be referred 
matters relating to the early records of Boston. 

2. A committee on Appropriations, to consist of the 
chairman and seven members of the board of aldermen, and 
the president and seven members of the common council, to 
whom shall be referred the estimates of the departments pre- 
pared annually, and any suggestions thereon from his honor 
the Mayor. They shall, on or before the twentieth day of 
January, report an order appropriating such sums as they 
deem necessary for the lawful public uses, and setting forth 
in detail, as far as convenient, the purposes. 

3. A committee on Claims, to consist of three aldermen 
and five councilmen, to whom shall be referred all claims 
against the city arising from the act or neglect of any of its 
departments. They shall report monthly the number and 
nature of the claims awarded or approved by them, and the 
amount of money awarded or paid in settlement thereof. 

4. A committee on the Contingent Hapenses of the City 
Council, to consist of three aldermen and five councilmen, 
to whom shall be referred all matters involving expenditures 
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from any appropriation for such purposes. ‘They shall ex- 
amine all bills and vouchers for expenditures chargeable to 
such appropriation, and, if the same are correctly certified 
to, shall authenticate them, if correct, by the signature of 
their chairman, and send the same to the city auditor on or 
before the twentieth day of each month, to be paid as the 
bills of the several departments are paid. 

5. A committee on Finance, to consist of five members 
of the board of aldermen, and the president and six other 
members of the common council, to whom shall be referred 
all applications for expenditures which involve a loan, or a 
transfer of any part of an appropriation named in the gen- 
eral appropriation order, or from the reserved fund, as pro- 
vided in rule 17. 

6. A committee on Legislative Matters, to consist of three 
aldermen and five councilmen, who shall, unless otherwise 
ordered, appear before committees of the general court and 
represent the interests of the city ; provided said committee 
shall not, unless directed so to do by the city council, oppose 
any legislation petitioned for by the preceding city council. 
It shall report in print to the city council all bills, resolves, 
and petitions presented to the legislature affecting the city 
of Boston or any department thereof. Such printed report 
shall be made at the next meeting of either branch after such 
application is made, or earlier, at the discretion of said com- 
mittee. 

7. A committee on Ordinances, to consist of the members 
of the committee on law department, to whom shall be re- 
ferred all ordinances introduced in either branch, or trans- 
mitted to them by vote of any standing committee. Unless 
specially instructed, they shall pass upon the question 
of the form and legality of the ordinance so referred, they 
may append an order that such ordinance “ ought not to pass,” 
and give their reasons therefor, or report such ordinance 
in a new draft. Such reports shall be made in not over 
two weeks from the meeting at which the reference was 
ordered, or the ordinance received from a comnittee. 

8. A committee on Printing, to consist of three alder- 
men and five councilmen, who shall have the charge of all 
printing, advertising, or publishing ordered by or for the 
city council, or either branch, as one of its contingent or in- 
cidental expenses, and the supply of all stationery or binding 
for the same purpose. The committee shail fix the number 
of copies to be printed of any document printed as above, 
the minimum, however, to be six hundred; and they shall 
have the right to make rules and regulations for the care, 
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custody, and distribution of all documents, books, pamphlets, 
and maps by the city messenger. 

9. A committee on Schools and School-Houses, to con- 
sist of three aldermen and five councilmen, to whom shall 
be referred matters relating to the public schools, and 
requests of the school committee for additional school ac- 
commodations. 


JOINT SPECIAL COMMITTEES. 


Rute 2. Every joint special committee ordered by the 
city council shall, unless otherwise provided in the order, 
be appointed in the manner provided in rule 1. 


JOINT COMMITTEES. 


Rute 3. The member of the board of aldermen first 
named on every joint committee shall be its chairman ; 
and, in case of his resignation or inability, the other 
members of the same board in the order designated by the 
chairman of the board, and after them the members of the 
common council in the order named, shall act as chairman. 
The chairman shall call meetings of the committee at his 
discretion, or at the written request of a majority of the 
members. 

Rue 4. Every joint committee shall cause records of 
their proceedings to be kept in books provided for that 
purpose ; and at every meeting of a committee the records 
of the previous meeting shall be read, unless otherwise 
ordered by the committee. In all such meetings of com- 
mittees all votes shall, at the request of any member, be 
taken by yeas and nays and recorded. 

Rute 5. No meeting of any committee shall, without the 
consent of all the members thereof, be called upon less notice 
than twenty-four hours from the time the clerk shall have 
mailed the notices or despatched them by special messenger. 

Rute 6. Any joint committee may expend from the ap- 
propriation for contingent expenses an amount not exceed- 
ing two hundred dollars in any one year, for purposes 
connected with the duties of said committee for which no 
provision has been otherwise made, except for refreshments 
or carriage-hire. 


CONFERENCE COMMITTEES. 


Rute 7. In every case of disagreement between the two 
branches of the city council, if either branch shall request 
a conference, and appoint a committee of conference, the 
other branch shall also appoint such a committee, and such 
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committees shall consist of not less than five members each. 
Both committees shall, at an hour to be agreed upon by their 
chairman, meet and state to each other, verbally or in 
writing, as either shall choose, the reasons for the action of 
their respective branches in relation to the matter in contro- 
versy, shall confer freely thereon, and shall report to their 
respective branches. 


REFERENCE TO COMMITTEES. 


Rue 8. When an order or resolution relates to a subject 
which may properly be examined and reported upon by an 
existing committee of the city council, such order or resolu- 
tion shall, upon presentation, be referred to such committee. 
Either branch of the city council may commit or. recommit 
to a joint committee ; but a reference with instructions shall 
require concurrent action. 


REpPorRTS OF JOINT COMMITTEES. 


Rue 9. No report of a joint committee shall be received 
by either branch of the city council unless agreed to by such 
committee at a duly notified meeting thereof. The report 
of a committee upon any subject referred to it shall, unless 
otherwise ordered by the city council or by the committee, 
be presented to the branch in which the order of reference 
originated. It shall be the duty of every joint committee 
to which any subject may be specially referred, to report 
thereon within four weeks, or to ask for further time. 

Ruue 10. All reports and other papers submitted to the 
city council shall be written or printed, and no indorsement 
of any kind shall be made on the reports, memorials, or other 
papers, excepting those made by the officers of either branch, 
or the name of the member offering the same. Every re- 
port of a committee shall be signed “by a member belonging 
to the body to which it shall be presented, unless otherwise 
directed by the committee. very member presenting an 
order, ordinance, or resolution shall have his name indorsed 
thereon. Such member shall be informed, by the clerk of 
the Committee to which the matter is referred, of the time 
fixed for its consideration, if he give notice of his desire to 
be heard thereon. 

Rue 11. Any report containing any recommendation, 
other than “leave to withdraw,” or “inexpedient to take 
further action,” or reference to another board or committee, 
shall be accompanied by an ordinance, order, or resolve, 
embodying such recommendation; and such report shall be 
acted upon separately. 


~) 
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Rute 12. Any member of a joint committee may submit 
a minority report at the same time as the majority report, 
and, if the latter be in print, he shall be allowed to submit 
his report also in print. Either branch may order to be 
printed the report of any committee submitted to it, or any 
document relating to a subject under consideration, the 
expense thereof to be charged to the general appropriation 


for printing. 
NoricE To OTHER BRANCH. 


Rue 13. All papers requiring concurrent action shall 
be transmitted from one branch of the city council to the 
other before the next regular meeting of the latter branch, 
with the action of the branch sending them indorsed there- 
on, and signed by the regular presiding officer of such 
branch, or, in his absence, by the clerk, or assistant clerk, 
of such body. In case of votes or action by either branch, 
not based on written orders or papers, notice of the same 
shall be transmitted to the other branch, signed as herein- 
before directed. In case any ordinance, order, or resolution, 
originating in one branch, shall fail to pass in the other, notice 
thereof shall be given, under the signature of the clerk, to the 


branch in which the same originated. 


ORDERS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Rute 14. In all votes requiring concurrent action the 
form of expression shall be “Ordered” for everything by 
way of command; and the form shall be “ Resolved” for 
everything expressing opinions, principles, facts, or pur- 
poses. 


APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES. 


Rute 15. Whenever the city council shall order an ex- 
penditure by any committee, board, or officer, either in 
addition to the estimates on which the appropriation was 
made, or for an object not included in such estimates, it 
shall provide for the payment of the same. 

Rute 16. No expenditure shall be made from the re- 
served fund except by a transfer to some other appropriation, 
or to a new appropriation to be established, and no expendi- 
ture shall be charged to the appropriation for incidentals 
-except transfers and the expenditures therefrom provided 
for in the ordinances. 

Rute 17. Every application for an additional appropria- 
tion, to be provided for by transfer or loan, shall be referred 
to the committee on the department for which the appropria- 
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tion is to be made, and the report of such committee thereon 
shall, upon presentation in either branch, be referred to the 
committee on finance, and no such additional appropriation 
shall be made until the latter committee has reported thereon. 

Rue 18. No order authorizing the borrowing of money, 
or the transfer of one appropriation or part of an appropria- 
tion to another appropriation, shall be passed, unless two- 
thirds of the whole number of the members of each branch 
of the city council vote in the affirmative, by vote taken by 
yea and nay. 


BILLS AND ACCOUNTS. 


Rue 19. No presiding officer of a board, or chairman 
of a committee, unless duly authorized by such board or 
committee, shall approve any bill or account against the 
city. 

Rue 20. No bills for refreshments or carriages shall be 
paid, unless such bills shall specify in detail the names of the 
members to whom such refreshments or carriages are fur- 
nished, and the dates of furnishing the same; and all car- 
riage-bills shall specify the use made of the carriages charged 
therein. No member of the city council shall incur any 
such bills, except upon days when he has attended a meeting 
of a committee, or has performed some duty with which 
he has been charged by a committee of which he is a 
member, and by the vote of such committee authorizing such 
special expenditure. Whenever a committee vote to use 
carriages in transacting their business, the chairman shall 
specify the number of carriages to be engaged. All bills for 
refreshments and carriages shall be presented at the time 
incurred, and shall be certified to by the members of the 
city council incurring the same, and shall require the ap- 
proval. of the chairman of the committee incurring such bills 
before they are presented to the committee on contingent 
expenses ; provided, however, that sub-committees shall be 
allowed the use of but one carriage in the performance of 
the duty assigned them, and all bills contracted by sub- 
committees shall be submitted to and approved by the full 
committee. 

Rue 21. All carriages shail be ordered through the city 
messenger, who shall examine and audit the bills therefor 
within twenty days from the date they are incurred, and 
the clerk of committees shall furnish the city messenger a 
copy of the vote, in each case, authorizing the use of such 
carriages. 

Rue 22. All bills for refreshments, or carriages, shall 
be paid from the appropriation for the contingent expenses 
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of the city council, and, if containing items incurred more 
than thirty days previous to the date of their presentation to 
the auditor, shall go before the city council for approval. 
The prices paid for all carriages hired under this rule shall 
be in conformity with the rates established by the board of 
police. The city auditor shall report in print to the city 
council, monthly, the bills and expenditures from the con- 
tingent fund, in reasonable detail, and the amount remaining 
unexpended. 


AMENDMENT OR REPEAL. 


Rute 23. The foregoing rules shall not be altered, 
ameuded, suspended, or repealed, at any time, except by 
the votes of two-thirds of the members of each branch of 
the city council present and voting thereon. 
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Crry oF Boston, OFFICE OF THE Mayor, 
City Haru, January 30, 1893. 


To the Honorable the City Council: 


GENTLEMEN: I took occasion in my inaugural address 
to refer to the exorbitant prices charged for street lighting 
by the different gas and electric-light companies now en- 
gaged in that work, and recommended that the appropriation 
for the Lamp Department for the ensuing year be fixed at 
$545,245.00, a substantial reduction from the estimates 
based upon the prices now paid. 

The Committee on Appropriations having adopted this 
figure, and the same having been voted by the Board of 
Aldermen, it seems safe to assume that this will be the 
total amount available for street-lighting purposes during 
the year. 

The corporations interested having shown no disposition 
to reduce the present exorbitant rates, and the city being to 
a great extent hampered by the laws of the Commonwealth 
in its dealings with the corporations, and thus prevented 
from obtaining gas and electricity for the purpose of lighting 
its streets, parks, and public buildings at reasonable prices, 
I have felt it my duty to petition the Legislature for redress. 
I have accordingly sent this day to the General Court the 
following petition : 
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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court assembled : 


Respectfully represents Nathan Matthews, Jr., Mayor of the 
City of Boston, that the said city is now paying for the lighting of 
its streets, parks, and public buildings very much more than any 
other large city in the country; that it has no right to charge 
annual fees or rent for the use of the streets by private corpora- 
tions manufacturing gas and electricity; that it has no right to 
collect reasonable compensation for the injury to the surface of its 
public streets by the excavations of said corporations made 
therein for the purpose of laying and repairing their pipes and 
wires ; that it has no right to collect taxes upon a large part of the 
capital invested in said corporations; that it has been deprived by 
Chapter 370 of the Acts of 1891 of the right to light its own 
streets, parks, and public buildings; and that by this and other 
statutes of the Commonwealth it is prevented from procuring gas 
and electricity for lighting its streets, parks, and public buildings 
at reasonable prices. 

Wherefore your petitioner prays for the enactment of such 
legislation as will permit the said city to manufacture or purchase 
gas and electric lights for its streets, parks, and public buildings 
at fair and reasonable prices, and particularly for the enactment 
of the following measures : 


1. A law authorizing the Board of Aldermen of said city to 
prescribe the payment of certain annual fees as a condition upon 
which all locations in the streets of said city heretofore or here- 
after granted shall be used and enjoyed. 

2. An act compelling all gas and electric-light companies 
doing business in said city to pay the said city a tax at the 
general rate for the year upon the amount of notes, bonds, or 
other obligations owing by said corporations and not specifically 
returned to any local board of assessors in the Commonwealth. 

3. An act compelling every gas and electric-light company 
doing business in the said city to furnish gas and electricity to 
. said city for lighting its streets and public buildings at the reason- 
able cost to manufacture the same, the said reasonable cost to be 
determined by the Board of Gas Commissioners, upon application 
by the mayor of said city. 

4, An act authorizing the City Council of said city to pre- 
scribe by ordinance a sum which shali be paid by individuals and 
corporations receiving authority to open the streets of said city 
for laying pipes and wires or making repairs, said charge to be a 
sum in gross for each excavation,or a sum proportionate to the 
length of excavation. 

5. An act repealing so much of Chapter 370 of the Acts of the 
year 1891 as prohibits said city from making gas and electricity 
for lighting its streets, parks, and public buildings. 

6. An act amending Chapter 350 of the Acts of the year 1888, 
so that application to the Board of Gas Commissioners for the 
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revision of rates or contracts may be made by the said city as well 
as by the gas companies. 
7. Laws applying the foregoing principles to all cities and 
towns within the Commonwealth. 
N. Marruews, Jr. 


I have been convinced for some time that the city was 
paying more than it should for lighting its streets. It not 
only costs more to light the streets of Boston than those of 
any other large city in the country, but the city is prevented 
by law from securing a return from the corporations using 
the streets for commercial purposes. | 

Until the year 1891 the city had at least the opportunity 
to establish a plant for lighting the streets at public cost ; 
but this right was for some unexplained reason taken away 
by the Legislature of that year. Public attention was not 
drawn to this feature of the municipal-lighting bill of 1891 
(chapter 370), and I can see no reason why this restriction 
should not be immediately repealed. 

As to what should be paid by the city for this work, 
opinions may differ, but in a general way it would seem 
proper to demand of corporations, who have the use of the 
streets for nothing, that they should light those streets at a 
price little, if any, above the reasonable cost to manufacture. 

So far as gas is concerned, the special report of the Board 
of Gas and Electric Light Commissioners made to the State 
Senate in 1892 (Senate Document 102) shows that the cost 
of manufacturing gas by the larger companies doing business 
in Boston is about 53 cents in the holder, and 77 cents at 
the consumers’ meter. The consumer for the purpose of 
this calculation is the average consumer, having a special 
and separate meter; and the cost of distributing gas to the 
city, a single consumer only and the largest of all, must be 
less than the 77 cents found to be the cost at the general con- 
sumer’s meter. 

With these facts in view, it must be obvious that the 
prices charged by the gas companies for street lamps, which 
vary from one dollar to one dollar and a half per thousand 
feet, are unquestionably excessive ; and that the still higher 
prices charged to private consumers, are also exorbitant. 

As to the actual cost of electric lighting, there scems to 
be a wide difference of opinion and assertion. The com- 
panies interested have maintained that the cost of manufac- 
turing two thousand candle-power lights (“commercial ”) 
was from 40 to 60 cents per night in this city; while on the 
other hand, individuals have asserted, before committees of 
the Legislature and elsewhere, that such lights could be 
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manufactured for less than 20 cents. The city is now pay- 
ing 146 dollars per year, or 40 cents a night. 

With a desire to secure trustworthy and official information 
on this subject, I requested the City Engineer to engage the 
services of practical electrical experts, and with their assist- 
ance to prepare for me estimates of the cost of constructing 
and maintaining a municipal plant for lighting the streets by 
electricity. 

The result I append in the shape of a report from 
Messrs. Stone and Webster, managers of the Massachusetts 
Electrical Engineering Company, containing two estimates, 
one for a two-thousand light plant with duplicate station, 
and one for a three-thousand light plant with duplicate sta- 
tion; also two estimates made by the City Engineer, one for 
a two-thousand light single-station plant, and one for a three- 
thousand light single-station plant. 

The figures given in these reports and estimates may be 
tabulated thus : 


ESTIMATES FOR MUNICIPAL STREET—LIGHTING PLANT. 


gq Mi, 
a oA vw oY ry 
a re atgs g g 
& S aBek a 43 
3 8 S| S = 8 4 = i p= 
No. of Lights.) a” Ay ced a oo 
4 +s Osa os art aA 
° © ped pet = = oH 5 
6 B wade 2 2 2 3 
Z 6) 6) 6) 'é) 
x Cents. 
2,000 lamps, 2 $1,437,200 00 | $267,499 50 | $133 74| 36.6 
Stone & Webster. 
8,000 « 2 1,549,200 00 320,553 25 | 106 84 29.2 
2,000 *5 i 953,000 00 202,347 50 101 17 Ziel 
City Engineer. 
8,000, «<5 1 1,286,320 00 283,120 45 94 87 25.8 


These figures are instructive, and may, I think, be as- 
sumed to be conservative, as I have never known an under- 
estimate of cost to proceed from the City Engineer’s office. 

The widespread belief that too much is paid by the city 
as & corporation, as well as by its individual inhabitants, for 
gas and electric lights pele seem to be amply justified by 
the foregoing calculations; and it appears to be the duty 
of public officers to do ia they can to procure more mod- 


erate and reasonable charges. 
Respectfully submitted, 


N. MattTHews, JR., 
Mayor. 


APPENDIX. 


ESTIMATES ON COST OF BUILDING AND OPERATING 
A MUNICIPAL LIGHTING PLANT FOR THE CITY 
OF BOSTON. 


City oF Boston, ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, 
50 Ciry Ha x, January 30, 1893. 


Hon. NatHan Matruews, JR., 
Muyor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: In compliance with your request several estimates have 
been prepared of the cost of establishing and maintaining an elec- 
tric lighting plant for the city of Boston. ; 

Estimate ‘* No. 1,’ for a 2,000 are lamp plant with duplicate 
power stations, is based upon power plants so proportioned that a 
considerable increase of lighting capacity could be made at com- 
paratively small expense, as is shown by estimate ‘‘ No. 2.” In 
neither estimate ** No.3 or 4,” for 2,000 and 8,000 are lamp 
plants, with single power stations, is a margin for extensions esti- 
mated for. 

Since the date of the above estimates, great improvements have 
been made in electrical machinery, considerably reducing the cost 
of electric lighting. 

It is possible that late improvements in storage batteries may 
have been made which will make their use in connection with 
electric lighting feasible, or by using the alternating current which 
is at present commercially practicable, a considerable saving can 
be made in the cost of lamps, of line construction, and of trim- 
ming. 

Yours respectfully, 
WILLIAM JACKSON, 


City Engineer. 
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MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING COMPANY, 


4 Post-Office square, 


STONE & WEBSTER, Managers. 


Boston, February 25, 1892. 


ESTIMATE NO. 1. 


Plant having a capacity of 2,000 are lamps, with duplicate stations, 
each station being equipped with mechanical and electrical appa- 


ratus sufficient to carry the total number of lights. 


Cost oF PLANT. 


Station A, situated on site of old Small-pox Hospital : 


Building, including foundation, boiler-house, coal- 
sheds, ete. 

Chimney, including foundation 

Six 500 H.P. boilers, set in place on fonndaton! 
provided with pumps and all auxiliary appara- 
tus, $10,000 each 

Foundation for boilers 

Steam-pipes, etc. 

Two vertical triple- expansion condensing engines, 
1,000 to 2,000 H.P. capacity each, set in place 
on foundation, and provided with pumps and 
all auxiliary apparatus, $35,000 each 

Foundations for engines 

Belts, 72 in., triple ply : 

Main shaft, 16 in. in diameter, set in onlace with 
boxes, on substantial foundation, ingle Ne also 
pulleys, clutches, ete. 

Four 1,000-volt compound dynamos, 500 to 750 
H.P. capacity each, $12,500 each 

Foundations for dynamos 

Dynamo clutches, pulleys, ete. 

Station instruments, ete. j 

Municipal switch-board, station witing, etc. 

Contingencies, 10% . 


Station B, situated on site of Beacon Trotting 
Park, similar to Station A ‘ 

Cost of outside construction work: Tie mains for 
connecting the stations, for 2,000 volts, three- 
wire system, under full load, including cost of 
laying, etc. : . $75,000 00 

Cost of line Porenaiian for 9, 000 
light plant: 2,000 double- carbon 


arc lamps. . - 100,000 00 
2,000 iron lamp- -poles, with fixtures 
complete. 5 - 380,000 00 


200 miles of pole line, including wire, 
stringing, miscellaneous material, 


etc. . 170 RE ico wet Teinm ately he 


Total cost for complete plant 


$100,000 
8,500 


60,000 
3,500 
15,000 


70,000 
20,000 
5,000 


30,000 


50,000 
10,000 
4,000 
5,000 
20,000 
40,100 


$441,100 


00 


441,100 00 


555,000 00 
$1,437,200 00 
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Cost of operating and maintaining plant for 2,000 are lamps, 
each station to be run for 12 hours for 1,000 horse- power : 


SratTion A. 

Attendance. 
1 chief engineer $2,400 00 
2 assistant engineers 3,000 00 
2 oilers . 2,000 00 
2 laborers 1,440 00 
2 electricians . 8,000 00 
2 firemen 3,000 00 
3 coal-passers 2,160 00 


Fuel and Maintenance. 


Coal, 14 Ibs. per H.P. per hour, 1,000 H.P. for 

. 12 hours, at $4 per ton 

Repairs and Bene ke on machines, 5% on 
$300,000 : 

Repairs and depreciation < on building , 8% on 
$100,000 : : - 

Oil, waste, and small supplies 


Total . 


MAINTENANCE OF POWER-STATION B. 


Similar to Station A, exclusive of chief engineer, 


Fixep CHARGES. 


Interest on cost of two power stations, $882,200, 
at4%  . : : : : : 
Sinking-fund, 2% 


Total cost of operating and maintaining two power 
stations to deliver 2,000 horse-power ‘ ; 


Cost per electrical horse-power, per year, $78.40 
(delivered line). 

Cost of maintaining lamps and line construction 
for 2,000 light plant; 3,000 ave carbons per 
day, at $15 per 1,000 pairs 

Attendance for 2,000 lamps, Ny, men, at ee 25 
per day 

Care of line, ten men, at $2. 50 per day 

Repairs on lamps ‘ : : 


Total . 


Carried forward, 


$17,000 00 


13,140 00 
15,000 00 


3,000 00 
5,000 00 


$53,140 00 


50,740 00 


35,288 00 
17,644 00 


$156,812 00 


$16,425 00 


24,637 50 
9,125 00 
5,000 00 

$55,187 50 


$55,187 50 
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Brought forward, $55,187 50 


FixED CHARGES. 


Interest on cost of construction work, $555,000, at 


AG . : ; : : : : ; : 22,200 00 
Depreciation, 4% . A ‘ ‘ ’ =) Noe 2.2000 
Sinking-fund, at2% ~~. ‘ ; ‘ eh dhdekOO0 0 
Total cost of maintaining lamps and line construc- 

tion for 2,000 light Bees ‘ : . $110,687 50 
Cost per lamp : ‘ 855 34 
Total cost per lamp, power delivered to 

line. : : : : $78 40 
Lamp and line maintenance : : ; 05 34 

$133 74 


ESTIMATE NO. 2. 


Plant having a capacity of 3,000 are lamps, with duplicate sta- 
tions, each station being equipped with mechanical and electrical 
epparatus sufficient to carry the total number of lights. 


Cost or PLANT. 


Station A, situated on the site of old Small-pox Hospital : 
Building, including foundation, boiler-house, coal- 

sheds, ete. 4 : ; ; ; $100,000 00 
Chimney, including foundation : ‘ 8,500 00 
Six 500 horse-power boilers, set in place on 

foundation, provided with pumps and all neces- 


sary apparatus, $10,060 each . : : 5 60,000 00 
Foundation for boilers : ; : : ; 3,900 00 
Steam-pipes, etc. a 15,000 00 


‘Two vertical triple- -expansion condensing engines, 
1,000 to 2,000 horse-power capacity each, set 
in place on foundation, and provided with 
pumps and all necessary Bean ing es 000 


each ; , ; 70,000 00 
Foundation for engines : : " : é 20,000 00 
Belts, 72-in., triple ply : : 5,000 00 


Main shaft, 16- in. in diameter, set in “place with 
boxes on substantial foundation, ee also 


pulleys, clutches, etc. ; 30,000 00 
Four 1,000-volt compound dynamos, "750 horse- 

power capacity each ; , : 2 : 60,000 00 
Foundations for dynamos . : ; : : 10,000 00 
Dynamo clutches, pulleys, etc. . , : é 4,000 00 


Carried forward, $386,000 00 


MESSAGE ON STREET LIGHTING. 


Brought forward, 
Station instruments, etc. : 
Municipal switch- board, station wiring, etc. 
Contingencies, 10% : 


Station B, situated on site of Beacon Trotting 
Park, similar to Station A , , : , 
Cost of outside construction work: Tie mains for 
connecting the stations, for 2,000 volts, three- 
wire system, under full load, including cost of 
laying, etc. $75,000 00 
Cost of line construction for 3, 000 
light plant: 


3,000 double-carbon are lamps 150,000 00 
3,000 iron lamp-poles, with fix- 

tures complete 120,000 00 
200 miles of pole line, including 

wire, stringing, miscellaneous 

material, etc. 300,000 00 


Se 


Total cost for complete plant 


$1,549,200 00 


9 


$386,000 00 
5,000 00 
20,000 00 
41,100 00 


$452,100 00 


452,100 00 


645,000 00 


Cost of operating and maintaining plant for 3,000 are lamps, 
each station to be run for 12 hours for 1,000 horse-power: 


SraTion A. 

Attendance. 
1 chief engineer $2,400 00 
2 assistant engineers 3,000 00 
2 oilers . 2,000 00 
3 laborers 1,440 00 
2 electricians . 3,000 00 
2 firemen 3,000 00 
3 coal-passers 2,160 00 


Fuel and Maintenance. 


Coal, 14 lbs. per horse-power per hour, 1,500 
horse-power for twelve hours, $4 per ton . 
Repairs and depreciation on machines, 5% on 
$300,000. ; : ; : ‘ : 
Repairs and depreciation on building, 3% on 
$100,000. ; ; ; : ; 
Oil, waste, and small supplies 


Total . 


Carried forward, 


$17,000 00 


19,710 00 
15,000 00 


3,000 00 
6,000 00 


—— 


$60,710 00 


—_—_——. 


$60,710 00 
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Brought forward, 


MAINTENANCE OF POWER-STATION B. 


Similar to Station A, exclusive of chief engineer . 


Frxep CHARGES. 


Interest on cost of two power stations, $904,200, 
at 4% . : , C 
Sinking-fund, 2%, 


Total cost of operating and maintaining two 
power stations to deliver 3,000 H.P. 


Cost per electrical H.P. per year, $57.75 (de- 
livered to line). 

Cost of maintaining lamps and line construction 
for 3,000 light plant, 4,500 pairs carbons ie 
day, at $15 per 1,000 pairs : 

Attendance for 3, 000 lamps, 45 men, at ae 25 per 
day 

Care of line, 15 men, at a 50 per day 

Repairs on lamps 


Total . 


Fixep CHARGES. 


Interest on cost of construction work, $645,000, at 
4% : : ; ; : 

Depreciation, AY, 

Sinking-fund, 2% 


Total cost of maintaining lamps and line construc- 
tion for 3,000 light Sa : ; 
Cost per lamp $49 09 
Total cost per lamp, pone! delivered 
; $57 75 


to line 
Lainp and line maintenance. 49 09 
$106 84 


(Signed) 


$60,710 00 


58,510 00 


36,168 00 
18,084 00 


' $173,272 00 


24.637 50 


36,956 25 
13,687 50 
7,500 00 


$82,781 25 


$25,800 00 
25,800 00 
12,900 00 


$147,281 25 


STtoNE & WEBSTER. 


MESSAGE ON STREET LIGHTING. 


ESTIMATE NO. 3. 


11 


Estimate for single station, fire-proof, with duplicate machinery, 


2,000 lights. 
STATION. 


Buildings, ete. 

Chimneys, etc. . : 

Six 500 H.P. boilers, etc. ». 

Foundations for boilers 

Steam-pipes, ete. 

Two vertical triple- -expansion condensing engines, 
1,000 to 2,000 H.P., with foundations, etc. 

Belts, 72-in., triple ply 

Main shaft, 16 in. diameter, including foundation, 
ete. : 

Six 1,000- volt compound dynamos, 500 to 750 
H.P. capacity each, $12,500 ; 

Foundation 

Dynamo clutches, pulleys, ¢ ete. 

Station instruments : 

Switch-board and station wiring . 


Contingencies, 10% . ° ° : ° 


LINE. 


2,000 double-carbon are lamps 

2,000 iron lamp-poles, complete . d ‘ 

200 miles of pole line, including wire, stringing, 
and miscellaneous ‘ ‘ " 


Station 
Line 


Total cost of single-station plant for 2,000 are 
lamps of 2,000 commercial C.P. 


STATION MAINTENANCE. 


Based on 12 hours’ average daily run. 
ton about 10 $ hours. 

1 chief engineer 

2 asst. engineers 

2 oilers . 


Carried forward, 


$100,000 00 
8,500 00 
60,000 00 
3,500 00 
15,000 00 


90,000 00 
5,000 00 


30,000 00 


75,000 00 
12,000 00 
6,000 00 
5,000 00 
20,000 00 
$430,000 00 

43,000 00 


$473,000 00 


$100,000 00 
80,000 00 


300,000 00 


$480,000 00 


$473,000 00 
480,000 00 


—— 


$953,000 00 


Actual daily run in Bos- 


$2,400 00 
3,000 00 
2,000 00 


ns 


$7,400 00 
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Brought ‘hy eal 
2 jaborers 
2 electricians 
2 firemen 
3 coal-passers . 


Coal, 14 lbs. per H.P. per hour, 2,000 H.P. for 
12 hours, at $4 per ton : 

Repairs and depreciation on machines, 5% on 
$330,000 

Repairs and depr eciation on ‘buildings . 

Oil, waste, and small supplies 


Interest on cost of power station, 4%, $18,920 00 
Sinking-fund charges, 2% 9,460 00 


LINE AND LAMP MAINTENANCE. 


Cost of maintaining lamps and line construction 
for 2,000 lights, 3,000 pairs carbons per day, at 
$15 per 1, 000 pairs . : 

Attendance for ete lamps, 30'n men, ‘at ie 25 per 
day 

Care of line, 101 men, at $2. 50 per day 

Repairs on lamps 


Depreciation, $480,000, at 4% . $19,200 00 
Interest, $480,000, at 4% ; 19,200 00 
Sinking-fund, $480,000, at 2% . 9,600 00 


SUMMARY. 


Station maintenance 
Line maintenance 


Or, $101.17 per year per lamp; 2775 


$7,400 00 
1,440 00 
3,000 00 
3,000 00 
2.160 00 


er 


$17,000 00 
26,280 00 
16,500 00 


3,000 00 
8,000 00 


$70,780 00 


28,380 00 


$99,160 00 


ee 
TA Nien rere LIS ed 


$16,425 00 


24,637 50 
9,125 00 
5,000 00 


$55,187 50 


48,000 00 


$103,187 50 


$99,160 00 
103,187 50 


$202,347 50 


; cents per night per lamp. 


MESSAGE ON STREET LIGHTING. 
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Cost per Night. 


$6.93 
3.60 
1.10 
2.22 


se@eeer 


eeever 


eeeaere 


seer oe 


eaeceves 


ITEMS. Per cent. Cost per Year. 
Labor: 
ret ENT Ty oe Rt aay ee en a Sitlas «« v« BO. OU tis ae 
AR GUCNTT (ae OSes ear | Wy 8 al eee Pes i ede 7 lea geek 
SERCO IN ass Se nae eeu payee Die vigisiee 4.55) Cae eh 
PME SOL So cc's, a0 ls pe on Spe Hote Wiig aoe a iiaik Kon ahstets $25.29 
ALC ee soa eS oy at yee os oe etsy. oa.e TO. hee oa 13.15 
Oil, waste, and small supplies....| ..... Reb eas 4.05 
OSM TSIM fsa Wc ao Sines. Crcle oe thee bia ake 0? Coen of 8.10 
Repairs and depreciation: 
MEM CRINGE YS. oo colle ce \cle cle ites SiZinaee's« $8.29). ose 
VEEN Ee RA AL eee RP Tel on ste we iy err ye 
SPEED OM Ma alls’ ae sieve) v0: 61%) ate) e, ace eee «> i ONrk oy a .c ps es Oe 
AICI TS aire the A class abe ose ® as Dion ae DG teae + 2 
Total repairs and depreciation,|...... IN Fed Ae 21.95 
EPR eA by Pe oy 4 ele Seskals, so 1g els ad's' ls, auaft als Ke ea 19.12 
SATE UPR EISI CLs tee a, MUS es ca cise eis eels ace Peis o's: we ics eee 9.51 
100.00 101.17 
Summary: 
Labor, coal, carbons, oil, waste, 
Ustertetetetaee teeter eich inte) ooPe eis ieneterexe| s\c\e Seite oe, kil) se cnereih iliur evo e, 
Pi POMICE AUG GODIPCIALON has sa. lss ace ellae,ata ns fry seen Vell oces 
att OR CRtOAMU esi cies UN eid oe nal eae gies Lele ee ee ace Siva be sent oi 
Station labor . $17,000 00 


Line labor, lamps, 
66 66 line 


$24,637 50 
9.125 00 


Fuel Behe: : 
Oil, waste, and small supplies 
Carbons : : 
Repairs and depreciation : 
Machines 
Buildings 
Lamps 
Line 


Interest: 
Station 
Line 


Sinking-fund : 
Station 
Line 


33,762 50 


$16,500 00 
3,000 00 
5,000 00 

19,200 00 


_ 


$18,920 00 


19,200 00 


$9,460 00 


9,600 00 


$50,762 50 
26,280 00 
8,000 00 
16,425 00 


43,700 00 
38,120 00 


19,060 00 


os 


$202,347 50 
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ESTIMATE NO. 4. 


Estimate for single station, fire-proof, with duplicate machinery, 


3,000 lights. 


STATION. 


Buildings, ete. 

Chimneys, CLOT ea: 

Nine 500 H.P. boilers, etc. 

Foundations for boilers 

Steam-pipes, etc. 

Four vertical triple- expansion condensing engines, 
1,000 to 1,500 H.P. : ; 

Belts . 

Main shaft . 

Eight 1,000- volt compound dynamos 500 to 750 
IL.P. : : ; : 

Foundation 

Dynamo clutches, pulleys, e ete. 

Station instruments : 

Switch-board and station wiring . 


Contingencies, 10% 


LINE. 


3,000 double-carbon are lamps 

3,000 iron lamp-poles, complete . 7 

200 miles of pole line, including wire, stringing, 
miscellaneous material, etc. 


Add cost of station 


Total cost of single-station plant for 3,000 are 
lamps of 2,000 commercial C.P. 


STATION MAINTENANCE. 


$150,000 00 
10,000 00 
90,000 00 

5,200 00 
23,000 00 


160,000 00 
8,000 00 
50,000 00 


100,000 00 
16,000 00 
8,000 00 
6,000 00 
25,000 00 


$651,200 00 
65,120 00 


$716,320 60 


$150,000 00 
120,000 00 


300,000 00 


$570,000 00 
716,320 00 


$1,286,320 00 


- $1,286,320 00 


Based on 12 hours’ average daily run. Actual daily run in Bos- 


ton about 104 hours. 


1 chief enginecr . 

2 assistant engineers 
3 oilers 

3 laborers 

2 electricians 


Carried forward, 


$2,400 00 
3,000 00 
3,000 00 


$13,560 00 


MESSAGE ON STREET LIGHTING. 


Brought forward, 
2 firemen . : 
4 coal passers 


Coal, 14 Ibs. per H.P. per hour, 3,000 H.P. for 
12 hours, at $4.00 per ton 

Repairs and depreciation on machines, 5% on 
$500,000 : ; 

Repairs and depreciation on ‘buildings ; 

Oil, waste, and small supplies 


$28,652 80 
14,3826 40 


Interest on cost of power station, 4%, 
Sinking-fund charges, 2% 


LINE AND Lamp MAINTENANCE. 


Cost of maintaining lamps and line construction for 
3,000 lights, 4,500 pairs carbons Per day, at $15 
per 1,000 pairs . 

Attendance for 3,000 lamps, 45 men, at ras 25 per 
day ; 

Care of line, 1 5 men, at $2. 50 sey day : 

Repairs on lamps . : 


Depreciation, $570,000, at 4% $22,800 00 
Interest, 570,000, at 4% 22,800 00 
Sinking-fund, 570,000, at 2% 11,400 00 


SUMMARY. 


Station maintenance 
Line maintenance 


15 


$13,560 00 
3,000 00 
2.880 00 


$19,440 00 
39,420 00 


25,000 00 
4,500 00 
12,000 00 


$100,360 00 


42,979 20 


$143,339 20 


$24,637 50 


36,956 25 
13,687 50 
7,500 00 


$82,781 25 


57,000 00 


$139,781 25 


- $143,339 20 


189,781 25 


oe 


$283,120 45 


Or, $94.37 per lamp per year; 25,8, cents per night per lamp. 


Station labor . 
Line labor: 
Lamps 
Line . 


$36,956 
13,687 


eee 


Cn bk 
S&S or 


Carried forward, 


$19,440 00 


50,643 75 


$70,083 75 


$70,083 75 
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Brought forward, 
Fuel 


Carbons : : 
Repairs and depreciation : 
Machines 
Buildings 
- Lamps 
Line . 


Interest : 
Station 
Line 


Sinking-fund : 
Station 
Line 


Oil, waste, and small supplies 


$25,000 00 
4,500 00 
7,500 00 

22,800 00 


$28,652 80 
22,800 00 


$14,326 40 
11,400 00 


—_— 


$70,088 75 
39,420 00 
12,000 00 
24,637 50 


59,800 00 


51,452 80 


25,726 40 


ns 


$283,120 45 


WILLIAM JACKSON, 
City Engineer. 


| Document 49 — 1893. | 


MINORITY REPORT 


OF THE 


JOINT SPECIAL COMMITTEE 


ON 


RULES AND ORDERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL. 


In Common CounciL, February 2, 1893. 


The undersigned, members of the Committee on Joint 
Rules, respectfully dissent from the report of the majority, 
so far as rule 20 is concerned, and recommend the adoption 
of the following, as a substitute for said rule 20, reported by 
the majority. The substitute is the form of the rule as it 
was in force in the year 1591, namely: 

Rule 20. No bills for refreshments or carriages shall be 
paid, unless such bills shall specify in detail the names of the 
members to whom such refreshments or carriages are fur- 
nished, and the dates of furnishing the same. No member 
of the city council shall incur any such bills, unless the same 
be furnished while performing some duty with which he has 
been charged by a committee of which he is a member, and 
by the vote of such committee authorizing such special ex- 
penditure. All bills for refreshments shall be presented at 
the time incurred, and shall be approved by the members of 
the city council incurring the same; provided, however, that 
all bills contracted by sub-committees shall be submitted to 
and approved by the full committee. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Patrick F. GORMLEY, 
JOHN |. BoyYLe. 
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CITY COLLECTORS - 


MONTHLY STATEMENT 


POR THE MONTH OF 


TANUARY ) 1893; 


CoLLECTING DEPARTMENT, 
Boston, February 1, 1893. | 
Hon. Natnan Martruews, Jr., Mayor: 

Sir: The undersigned herewith presents a statement 
of the receipts in this department on account of the City of 
Boston and the County of Suffolk, during the month end- 
ing January 31, 1893, and the several accounts to which 
said receipts have been credited. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES W. RicKkER, 
City Collector. 
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Receipts in January, 
1893. 


REVENUE TO BE 
CREDITED TO: 


APPROPRIATIONS. 
Cemeteries: 
Mount Hope Cemetery... . 


Cochituate Water-Works .. . 
Common Council ......-. 
City Council: 

Incidental Expenses. .... 
Gibson School-Fund Income. . 
Health Department: 

Evergreen Cemetery. .... 
Hospitat Department. ..... 
Improved Sewerage .. . 
Library Department. ..... 
mguor Licenses; .... .. ss | 
Mystic Water-Works .... | 
Phillips Street Fund Income . 
Police Charitable Fund Income . 


Printing Department .... 


Public Celebrations ...... 
Reserved Fund 
riers a leehic£ Yi" sete hse eed 
Street Department: 
mewers, ppecial ... 230i /. 
Pavane Division... . ave us 
School Committee : 


School Expenses, School Com. 


UG REARV ORIN. pis io ys. 0 cs) bite hs 


SINKING-FUONDS., 
OTC ELIMAVViaTtewrecise ms... ce 


Harrison-ave. Extension .... 


Laying Out Streets 


Northampton-st. District. . . . |. 


Parkway, Old Harbor ..... 


Carried forward ...... 


fee Che! eye (he 6 eee 


$1,068 50 
278,099 75 
24 20 


0 1.0. ie" 8)? o's 


51,828 39 
600 00) 
1,101 00} 
734 35} 


6 je: 72) "o> ee 


$125 00 


ee ee de te oe 


ee @ 


ee wT A at 


$341,231 04; -—— 


i ee 28 se 


$125 00! $341,231 04 


Total Receipts for twelve 


months ending January 31, 
1893. 


$27,212 84 
1,457,936 37| 
47 71 


330 70) 
1,475 00| 


712 50| 
1,550 00 
59,076 00} 
10,126 40| 
1,056,145 00} 
395,792 47 
1,200 00 
9,456 00) 
11,199 55| 
- 365 62) 
4,604 72 
110,956 12 


205 79 
4,791 35 


1,469 47 
89 07 


$500 00 
534 63 
2,280 00 
200 00 
3,918 31 


$7,432 94 


$3,154,742 68 


$3,154,742 68 


CoLLEctor’s Montuiy STATEMENT. 


Brought forward .....-% 
Parkway, Muddy River .... 
PMOVCMCONGS re es ey ah tt 


“ - Buildings 


“ce 


6c 


Parkpack Bay 0... 
Small-pox Hospital 


Sewers, Ashmont)... .. ; 
6° “| BYIZDSOM ss 


Beacon st. and Common- 
wealth aves... 43.4: 


Dorchester .... 


ce bet. Crescent 


and Grafton sts. ... 
astepostone. sss) ee 


Between Roslindale and 
Wakoxburys) . ier. 


PROX DUT Yor ea sh cates 
Savin Hill District. . . 
South Boston < : .+.:. 


Ward 23, Washington 
SUssiGuCon si site clei sues 


Westville, Freeman, and 
Charles stex 2)". 


Pstreet  DPidve 2) a «wh ot a 
TRUST FUNDS. 
Health Department: 


Evergreen Cemetery Trust 
Fund 


a 0 be. Fay a Oe Oe 8 8 


Mount Hope Cemetery Trust 
Fund. 


Public Library Trust Fund .. 

GENERAL REVENUE. 
PATINGIIES 5016 os. a 
Board of Police .. . 
ARTA HO cobsconb s0\) oign tosteine 


Carried forward .. «1... 


Institution Site, L. Island.|}.... 


Receipts in January, 
1893. 


$125 00 
573 10 
412 00 


$193 75 


—— 


$193 75 


$341,231 04 


G1 6's | Beg. a 


1,503 41 


$342,734 45 


Total Receipts for twelve 
months ending January 31, 
1893. 


$7,432 94 
15,385 88 
4,494 50 
2,085 00 
12 165 

87 94 
450 00 
186 81 
1,00 90 


1,073 94 
95 


00 


2,238 
1,515 
3,035 49 

86 20 


464 64 


1,208 99 
50,166 21 


$200 00 


670 00 
1,000 00 


$11,300 00 
13,256 18 
188,390 41 


$212,946 59 


$3,154,742 68 


92,062 99 


1,870 00 


$3,248,675 67 
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Brought forward.» « « «-s 
City Clerk Department. .... 


Collecting Department, fees and 
charges . 


Collecting Bank tax... ... + 
Common Council: 

Incidental Expenses ..... 
City Messenger Department . . 
Ferry Department. .... 
ParosJepartment. . 2. ss « 
TOV) UTS ies fis Ha ie ss 
ECS BNE oe ne 
Hospital Department 
Health Wepariment 65 Sls. 

Quarantine . 
Improved Sewerage ...... 
Inspection of Buildings 
Inspection of Milk and Vinegar . 
Lamp Department. ...... 
Market Department ...... 
Premier atesntpe ries) 68S s/ 0s «i's 
Park Department 
Public Buildings 


Public Grounds ..... 


Fo eS ie es Swe 


Public Institutions : 
Almshouse, Charlestown. . . 
House of Industry 


ie hee.” ae Ve 


Home for Paupers, Rainsford 
and Long Islands .... 


_umatic Hospital -. 4° 5°. . 

Marcella-Street Home. . 

Pauper expenses sis. 6 es 
Registry Department 


Carried forward 


Receipts in January, 
1893. 


$193 75 
587 00 


1,397 48 


12,957 65 
54 17 


OL eet) Te eee 


ew Ce Ee 


26 29 
3,104 75 


182 57 
2,162 83 
161 00 
1,354 29 
300 00 


$42,696 71 


Total Receipts for twelve 
months ending January 31, 
1893. 


$342,734 45 


Ce aS ee er 


a 


$342,734 45 


$212,732 72 
6,052 25 


12,451 86 
6,527 86 


305 64 
31 28 
154,660 65 
2,400 12 
4,036 82 
491 44 
50,375 80 
97 78 
12,002 92 
23,000 00 
38 97 
646 00 
11 00 
484 29 
2,000 00 
2,632 44 
1,437 87 
32 50 


432 32 
40,184 64 


1,981 73 
13,876 95 

307 78 
3,695 97 
2,115 75 


$3,248,946 59 


$555,259 05 


$3,248,675 67 


CoLLEcTOR’s MontTHuy STATEMENT. 5 


Receipts in Januar 
eta 


Brought forward .....| $42,696 71 
Heuet.of the Poors. 6 6 Pa 2,141 82 
AA US > elisemeaee eee. 6 wt es 23,619 05 
Sale of City Property ..... 1,868 17 
Sealing of Weights and Meas- 

UrEes “ieee SCL 851 55 
School Committee : 

School Instructors : 

dbrinturc esl Bue eS ene 97 21 

Dog bitentedte sss. ts é 78 00 

Miscellaneous. 73% S205 | 4 00 

School Expenses, Sch. Com. . 100 93 


School-Houses, Public Buildings, 
PALACES LER Us wa MCC estat en’ ot lnc! at) wicay vals 
Street Department: 
PSTIOUP OAL DIVISION Sure hel cdie tie sp 
Cambridge Bridges Division .|...... 


Charles-River Bridges Division). ....., 


Paving Division: 


Miscellaneous’... . 50 00 
Sidewalk and Edgestone 

Assessments ...... 1,562 07 
Interest on Sidewalk and 

Edgestone Assessments . 45 27 


_ Sanitary Division ...... 4,291 60 


Sewer Division: 


Miscellaneous: <6: «1+. 84 00 
MSSOSHIDEDIS (606 So hes <0) 1,154 02 
Intereston Sewer Assess- 

PORE xc es Sete» Ser eit |S 103 40 
Street-Cleaning Division. . . 54 93 
Watering-Streets Division . 100 00 

UME OS LOU ais ds 4.6 0. e otis ie a | yO9O,20% 9D 
ANT5 El a a? eee 838 90 
Carried forward (:8678,693 19 


. . | ($678,693 19] $342,734 45/13,155,337 58 


Total Receipts for twelve 
months ending January 31, 
1893. 


$555,259 05| $3,248,675 67 
11,208 47 
100,972 55 


| 
195,197 28 


$342,734 45 


2,649 13 


18,344 06 
22,140 40 
649 00 
200 93 
165 00 
646,258 48 


1,481 04 
470 44 
110 67 


476 00 


44,926 68 


281 72 
35,856 70 


5,146 58 
27,263 74 


1,079 08 
1,585 02 

100 00 
10,503,270 26 
980,245 30 


$3,248,675 67 


6 Ciry Document No. 50. 
Receipts in January, 
1893. 
Brought forward ..... $678,693 19) $342,734 45/18,155,337 58 
SSE IMOPERIOM LARPLOOLN 52s clei te |'s co 0! esl ifrdia + w poms 106,423 85 
Corporation Tax 1892. ..... spre to Ween oats, bat 918,664 33 
Corporation Bank Tax 1892 ../......«J/-+ ee e-e 23,235 36 
maxes 1890 and older ..... 30 80 9,247 8d 
Piereey Om LAkOS tcc 6 ss e's 7,014 27 50,012 18 
— 685,738 26; ————_—_—— 
County of Suffolk : | 
Fines, Fees, and Costs... $11,818 04 $119,074 73 
House of Correction : 

Labor, Sale of Material, etc., 2,612 04 33,069 46 
OCIA. Metieiel.s |. “| 28 00 408 00 
MUEOAMLAPSIALS oo /.. «cote we a:| ole us ve be te Hieietnaiie dems 9,939 99 

————-|_ 14,458 08;-—-_——-——_ 
Duplicate and Overpayments . * ODIO [Nhs he ate taki 
Laying out and Construction of 

Mighways: 

Paving Assessments .... .| $24,915 12 $31,616 92 
Sewer Assessments ..... 8,391 06 15,810 48 
Interest on Paving Assess- 

POTTS Wd ERE ta 497 08 604 59 

Interest on Sewer Assessments, 153 01 281 5 


Sales of School Property. ... 


Residue 


Total amount received and 
paid to City Treasurer. . 


33,956 27 
200 OO Teas pitta)» ~s 


- $1,077,456 13}... 2. « 


Total Receipts for twelve 
months ending Jan. 31, 
1893. 


$3,248,675 67 


14,262,921 15 


162,492 18 
369 07 


48,313 56 
20,370 82 
2,239 74 


$17,745,382 19 


BO S . O N TA 
CONDITA 4D. 


CON EEN Gain Ts ie PEN SES 


OF THE 


COMMON COUNCIL. 


AUDITING DEPARTMENT, February 1, 1893. 
To the Honorable the Common Council: 


In accordance with Rule 44 of the Rules of the Common 
Council, the undersigned herewith presents a statement of 


bills paid from the Contingent Fund of the Common Council 
for three months to date. 


JAMES H. Doper, 
City Auditor. 


Boston Can CoMPANY. 


Jan. and 
November December Jan. 31 
1892. Draft. Draft. Drafts. 
June 30. Carriage, Silloway, Kelley ... $10 00 
June 30. Carriage, BULIeN,) Gores eos. 10 00 
June 30. Carriage, MeLaughlin, W. ay 
Donovan ; : 10 00 
June 30. Carriage, ‘Draper . ee 8 (Nd 10 00 
June 30. Carriace, Mooney van 2 00 
June 30. Carriage, W.J. Donovan, ‘Arthur, : 
RE YG reread 6 nh an Ladle ial 3 Gee RR 4 00 
June 30. Carriage, Stalker, Bates .... 4 00 
June 30. Carriage, Silloway, Osborn .. . 3 00 
PUL Ven GATTIATC RICK OL oe age se iwi 4 00 


June 30. Carriage, McGinnis, O’Hara . . 2 00 

June 30. Carriage, Murphy, Toland ... 1 50 

June 30. Carriage, J. Quinn, Jr., Lyons, 
SILOS ary NG ered a Me ab te aie eye 4 00 


Carried forward... 9. ye te ts 6 BEE 50 


2 City Document No. 51. 
Jan. and 
November December Jan. 31 
Draft. Draft. Drafts. 
PTOUGNLS OPIATE... ie Vie aks Cire $64 50 
Hane mony Garrard, O DrieM.. i. bs Sites 3 00 
June 30. Carriage, Talbot, Cochran 4 00 
mneush ai. Carriage, Barrys). \ ia 6 ners 1 50 
September 5. Carriage, Barry ......- 6 00 
$79 00 
November 29. Carriage, Barry. . .... $1 50 
December 10. Carriage, Barry ......, 1 00 
December 22. Carriage, O’Brien... . . 3 00 
December 22. Carriage, McGinnis, O'Hara, 
AEROS ait. ul tat-s dey iis the, Gees» hee 3 00 
December 22. Carriage, Bates, Stalker, Coch- 
mC) ee ee 4 00 
December 99. Carriage, Burlen, McCleltan, 5 00 
December 22. Carriage, Silloway, Osborn . 4 00 
December 22. Carriage, Curley, Lynch, Fin- 
TU RePLAT ME Siete Biotec: og ¢ is -> Re ye ah Coe ee 4 00 
December 22. Three carriages ordered, not 
fh oe A ae A ee Rh MN OPT 3 00 
December 29. Carriage, Barry, Keenan, 
Pa se isEAW ICY vo): 5) av uane al eS oe 3 00 
December 29. Carriage, Stalker, Bates, 
PENTA ED C0 ete oe yn She 00 Tas Meme acl eo ee 4 00 
— $36 50 
THE QUINCY. 
gine 20, 00.) Rel., Dean’ 2.5 fa. $2 00 
September 15. Ref., Curley, Fitz- 
_ieiqies Ne Ue ay aM are MMO ALY Sok sellin CR cdo 2 00 
September 15. Ref., Cressy, For- 
bush, Folsom, Jr. . 3 00 
September 15. Ref., O’Brien, W. F. 
Donovan, Gor mley AoE Cea 3 00 
September 15. Ref., Murphy, To- 
PAS I OIAD =, suis oo cutee ae 3 00 
September 15. Ref., Lynch, Spring, 2 00 
September 22. Ref., Curley, Fitz- 
MAR EEDLO ara pe a ode ty be eae tga ten Be Rs 2 00 
September 29. Ref., Spring, Lynch, 
ESO 1) Tio, 1o koe sc A 4 ee, 3 00 
September 29. Ref., Teeling, For- 
bial pe eClean we. eh ta ea ee 3 00 
September 29. Ref. Pee Wi 
F. Donovan, Fitze erald . 3 00 
— $26 00 
Committee on Contingent Expenses: 
April 9,16. Ref. Stalker . . $2 00 
August 23, September 13, 15, 20. 
Ref., Lyons . ee ee 4 00 
September 1 520,) ee. ptt J. 
Quinn, Jr. . eae 3 00 
September 22, Ref., Spring i 00 
—— 1000 
36 00 
Common Council: 
September 15, 22, 29. Ref., N. F. 
PPM ee er sir oe ny toe Rae ae $3 00 
October 6. Ref., Teeling, Cressy, 
OaTOT as 5 Rie 3 00 
October 6. Ref., " Boyd, B pits 
Doherty . . ee 2 00 
October 13. Ref., Teeling, ‘Boyd, 
IY Pp LOOMOVAI Eh eke. 6 sltee vat & 3 00 
October 13, Ref , Finneran, Toland, 
MIP MLE hn aI N «ss jin! sep ah ve 3 00 
October 13. ‘Ref., oy Brien, Gorm: 
ley, N. F. Doher! Eyimee doe ) bee ett 3 00 
Carried forward... «+ $17 00 $115 00 $36 50 


r. 


ee Creve eee eae ee 


EXPENSES OF THE Common CoUNCIL. 3 


Jan. and 

November December Jan. 81 

Draft. Draft. Drafts. 

Brought forward. ....+ .. $17 00 $115 00 $36 50 
October 27. Ref., Folsom, Teeling, 
Spring, J. B. Patterson, McClet- 


lan EIeaiy cP als 6 00 
October 27. Ref., Dolan, ey Brien, 

Ne en OMOT EVAN og s,s Ageares 3 00 
September 15. Ref., Arthur, J. B. 

POGOe eo try ato ne Ges octal 2 00 


September 29. Ref., Arthur, Fin- 

neran, Toland, Murphy, vO’ ee 

Gorges ss. a2. 6 00 
October 6. Ref., Folsom, ‘Finner an, 

these i Sullivan, Burlen, O Brien, 

TON cs ol oon Wine Nt oe oe es 6 00 
October 6. Ref., Lynch, Spring, 

Wik Donovan, Fitzgerald. . 4 00 
October 13. Ref., Folsom. O”’ Hara, 


Stalker, Burlen, Dean, Young . 6 00 
October 13. Ret; Coughlin, Spring, 
TOUR on ak Aa eral od wc 3 00 
-—— $53 00 
Committee on Photographs: 
October 21, 26. Ref., McClellan .. 2 00 
Common Council: —_—— $55 00 
October 27. Ref., W.J. Sullivan. $1 00 
November 10. Ref., W.Jd. sae dea 
Finneran .. ; 2 00 
October 6. Ref., Peunte as os 1 00 
October 13. Ref. -, Murphy . 1 00 
October 27. Ref., Finneran, Toland, 2 00 
November 1. Ref. SH Orbusii: i. 1 00 
November 10.. Ref., Boyd, Gormley, 
O’Brien, McClellan, Dean, Burlen, 6 00 
November 10. Ref., Toland, Spring, 
Folsom, Forbush, Higgins ain 5 00 
October 6, 13. Ret., J. B. Patter- 
son . : 2 00 
November 17. Ref., Clark... 1 00 
December 1. Ref., ‘Keenan, Boyd, 
Forbush, Clark, Murphy, ‘Toland, 6 00 
December 1. Ref., O’Brien, Fitz- 
gerald, Burlen, W. F. Donovan, 
MIORIOM ON AW Nes etal cerns 4 FAS aos 5 00 
December 1. Ref., McClellan, 
PUTING HOA KOT hie vem Sy Sh hs Ss 3 00 
December 8. Ref., Keenan, Toland, 
Murphy, Boyd, O’Brien, Lynch . 6 00 
December 8. Ref., Forbush, Dean, 
T. J. Sullivan, Dolan, Spring, 
Burien Stalkeitwe Sa eeierios si 7 00 
December 15. Ref., W. F. Dono- 
LOPES) 6) 0c) aon ape et hed et oe Or Ags 2 00 
51 00 


Committee on Contingent Expenses: 
October 11, Nov ember 29, December 
6, 13. Ref., Stalker. “2.0% 4 00 
Council Photogr aphs : 
November 30. Ref., McClellan. . $1 00 
December 12. Ref., J. Quinn, Jr. . 1 00 


2 00 
— 57 00 


JOHN MULHERN. 
Committee on Contingent Expenses: 


August 8. Carriage, Lyons ..... te $8 00 
September 30. Carriage, Lyons ..... 8 00 
October 14.. Carriage, Lyons. .-...... 8 00 

—_ 24 00 


ee ee —— ey Ee 


CGPI TOPUGTA hs. WR. ge ee a ee we B139' 00... $d5 00. .. $93 50 


4 City Document No. 51. 


Jan. and 


November December Jan. 31 


Draft. 

UMURT TOTURTE ss iie 5 Vey Tap = feos mete low O00 
November 22. Carriage, Lyons. ...... $8 00 
December 16. Carriage, Lyons. ... . 8 00 

ALEX. MeCarruy. 
dune 23. Carriage, T. J. Sullivan, Gore, 
LORIN tes tat keto tde ic, tase ebay Gy ane ee $4 00 
Contingent Expenses : 
September 19. Carriage, Healy. ..... 10 00 
—- 1400 
December 22. Carriage, T. J. Sullivan, 

Lvevrrevt ek Oma yaa es Si sn. hn, 60m. ese, GA a $5 00 
December 29. Carriage, T.J. Sullivan .. 4 00 
December 29. Carriage, Healy, Welch . . 5 00 

Sr. NicHoLtas HOTEL. 
September 16. Ref., Norris, Pierce, $2 00 
September 29. Ref., Pierce, Dolan, 2 00 
October 6. Ref, Ly ons ek 1 00 
October 13. Ref., J. Quinn, Jr., 

Norris Paice! Shee eta re ant. 2 00 

October 14. Ref., Lynth7, 2750-9. 1 00 
—— $8 00 
Contingent Expenses: 
August 23, 30, September 20. Ref, 

Healy Fee hs le rls am eel ee $3 00 

October 4... Ref. Lyons .. i224; 1 00 

-—— 4 00 

Council Photographs : 
Octeher kt. Ret.\J. Quinny d tec. teaeeas 1 00 
-—— 13 00 

September 29. Ref., Reinhart, Norris. .. $2 00 
October 6, 27. — Ref:, .Pierce< oto Bewee 2 00 
Roctober.20..ivet.; Carley 2. eg. ae ae 1 00 
October 27. Ref., Norris, Lyons ~. .°.7. - 2 00 
November 10. Ref., Flynn, W. J. Donovan, 

Norris, Pierce ... ; $4 00 
November 30, es., Lynch . oe oF Ee 1 00 
December 1. Ref., ‘Reinhart, Norris 2 00 
December 8. Ref., Curley #ar eyes 1 00 
December 15. Ref., Gormley, Reinhart. . 2 Ov 
December 17. Ref., Norris. ..... . ate dacs 1 00 

Contingent Expenses: 
November 1,8, 15. Ref., Healy’... sa. 3 00 
November 17, 22. Ref., Lyons . . <4... 2 00 
December 15. Ref., Pierce. . .... se 1 00 
Sanitary, Division: 
ecember:7,-8..> Rel.) Pierce no. 6 eae 2 00 
J. E. NOLAN. 
Contingent Expenses: 
October-12.. Carriage, Healy” > .\guysttuwaiekounem Ppt UU 
December, 10. ..Carriage, Healy. Ggepae steam na ioe 
Rk. A. STRANAHAN. 
wune, 923. ¢tret.,” McClellan... 200 3 kee ' $2 00 
September 15. Ref., Burlen, Proctor, Briggs, 3 00 
Council Photographs : 
August 13,18. Ref., McClellan. . $2 00 
October 3,4. Ref., J. Quinn, Jr. . 2 00 
oa 4 00 
a 9 00 
Carried forward... . 4.2 % 0's oe hae a LOD 00 


Draft. 
$55 00 


Drafis. 
$93 50 


16 00 


14 00 


7 00 


19 00 


10 00 


$62 00 $152 50 


EXPENSES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL. 5 


Jan. and 
November December Jan. 31 
Draftiee Draft. Drafts. 


Lee iE ee Pet ats 2) a ay RR PY Se ea $185 00 $62 00 $152 50 
September 29. Ref., Briggs, Proc- 
tor, Cochran, Coughlin. .... $4 00 
October 6. Ref, Dolan, Briggs, 
Coughlin, Hallstrom, Proctor . 5 00 
Oetobers 13, ° 27.1 Ket.,;.. Proctor, 
[Peer tg Sa te Men a in ules 4 00 
— $13 00 
Contingent Expenses : 
September 27.’ Ref., Stalker. 2. 2 aia. 1 00 
Photographs : 
October 1, 20, 22. Ref., McClellan .... 3 00 
— 17 00 
October 27. Ref., Coughlin. . $1 00 
November 10. Ret. » Briggs, sed 
Coughlin ... Pilg) 3 00 
— $4 00 
Council Photograph :: 
October 14, 17. November 3, 24, 26, 29. 
geen allans fi e9 er. gears. be Pe ae es 6 00 
at 10 00 
EK. S. MARSTON. 
September 1p;29. -Ref., Healy... .'.\a". $2 00 
Contingent Expenses : 
August 9, 16. September 6, 13, 27. Ref., 
PRCA cd oak OL iirc GEN Melly ck “ws pL ot ay Oe: ose 5 00 
. —— 7 00 
October O16, 270) ttef., Healy cio 23 $3 00 
Contingent Expenses: 
October 4, 11,18, 255 Ref., Healy... °. 4 00 
-—- 7 00 
November 10. Ref., O’Hara, Healy. ... $2 00 
Contingent Expenses. 
November 17, 22,29. -Ref., Healy .. +. 3 00 5 00 
GREENWOOD Bros. 
September. Carriage, Barry... sie bn ws 7 00 
Jos. H. CorrRIGAn. 
Contingent Expenses: 
July 20, 25, September 15, 29. Ref., Merrill, $4 00 
September 1p, 20." jref., 'W. J. Sullivan. . 2 00 
— 6 00 
T. CASHMAN. 
Contingent Expenses: 
August 24. ‘Carriage, Stalker. ...... 6 00 
November 29. Carriage, Stalker. .... $8 00 
December 14. Carriage, Stalker. .... 10 00 
aout 18 00 
C. C. Moutton & Co. 
pepbember -29..  Ref.,. Draper.) < . mils. $1 00 
Council Photographs : 
August 30, September 20, 26, 28. Ref., Dra- 
WED neo. eA ey ees oe 4 00 
es 5 00 
October 6, 18, 27, November 10. Ref., Dra- 
Fit crts? Si a) ay aes UiUNSy alien wielaceetine | dunelc © $4 00 
Council Photographs: 
October 10, 24,31. MRef., Draper. .... 3 00 
= 7 00 
BoyLston Carké Co 
June 30. Ref., Coughlin. ..... a ante 1 00 


—_—- - —_——_——_—_- 


Carried forward... . 5. see ees $3 00 $217 00 $86 00 $192 50 


Ciry Document No. 51.‘ 


SePOU CET ORMING isc. in we 
September 15. Ref., Clark, Calla- 
han, McLaughlin See ae 
June 28, 30. Ret., Daunt. . 
September 15. MRef., Finneran, A; 
J. Patterson, Welch, Quinn, Jy. a 
Young, O’Hara Ps, , 
September 16. Ref., Reinhart .. 
September 15, 29. tef., Daunt, 
Higgins PRON, tat OE 
September 29, Ref., O’Hara, Clark, 


October 6. Ref., Higgins, Talbot, 


O’Hara, Murphy, Callahan 
September 27. Ret, paeeet 
SOULE Aa Te gee 
September 29. Ref., Lyons, a: 
Patterson, J. Quinn, Jr., Welch . 
September 30. Kef., McLaughlin . 
September 22, October 13. tef., 
Callahan. . - 
October 27. Ref., Curley, Murphy, 
Verh i ; 
November 10. ‘Ref., “Curley . ae 
November 12. Ref., "Lyons . eats 
September 27. Ref., Welch 
October 20, 25. Ref., Higeins 
October 27. Ref., Clark, Reinhart, 
November 10. Ref., Welch, Mc- 
Laughlin .. ; 
September 29. Ref., Talbot 
October 13, 27. Ref, Daunt 
November 9, 10. Ref., McGinnis . 
November 10. Ref., Daunt . : 
October 6. Ref., Clark, Reinhart, 
McLaughlin, A. J. Patterson 
October 12. Ref., Reinhart... 
October 13. Ref., Lyons, Higeins, 
McLaughlin, Ad Patterson, 
“ELS TES AS ESN Pe car aera ne he 
October 14, 20. Ref., Clark ... 
October 27. Ref., McLaughlin, 
MeGinnis,>Gormley..°.4 shee 
October 28. Ref., A. J. Patterson . 
October 27, November 3, 10, 17. 


ieteatecl ahem: Ge |. 0... Sime wale 
November 10. Ref., Young, Clark, 
Murphy . . 


December 1. Ref., O° Hara, Folsom, 
Curley, Callahan, Daunt, Mc- 
Laughlin .. 

December 1. Ref., ‘Welch, Gormley, 
McGinnis, A. a: Patterson if 
December 8. Ref., McLaughlin, 
Gormley. Lalbot . <1 eee 
December 15. Ref., Talbot . Saar 


Contingent Expenses: 
July 30, August 9, 16, September 6, 27, Octo- 
ber ul, D5, November 1, 15. Ref, , Lyons ‘ 


Photographs : 
Aucust 16, September 13, 14, 19, 26, 27, 28, 
October: 6, 12, 14, 15, 17, 19, "20, 21; 22, 


24.° Ref., a, Quinn, rr 
November m gle sels as Quinn, Jr. 


December 2. Ref., McClellan BH ALS 


Common Council : 
November 10. Ref., Reinhart, J. Quinn, Jr. 


CORIO VOTOUTE cis eee Ok wks 


3 09 
1 00 


Jan. and 


November December’ Jan. 31 


Draft. 
$217 00 


$90 00 


9 09 


2 00 


$121 00 $217 00 


Draft... Drafts. 
$86 00 $192 50 


_ OO 


$86 00 $192 50 


Sl 


EXPENSES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL. 


Jan. and 

November December Jan. 31 

Draft. Draft. Drafts. 

Brought forward. . . - » . $121 00 $217 00 $86 00 $192 50 
November ll. Ref., A. x Patterson. : 1 00 
November 14, 28. Ref., McGinnis .. |. . 2 00 
December 1. Ref., Higgins, Lyons .. . 2 00 
December 8. Ref., W. “B, Donovan, QO’ Hara, 2 00 

December 15. Ref., Gurleyy DJ. Sullivan, 

Dols hs cae hh ee 38 00 

— 131 00 


Park HOUSE. 
Contingent Expenses : 
September Sick URIS Sab TVD pea Se aaa oy lg ARG 1 00 


“FHIARVEY BLUNT. 


November 8 and December 13. Refreshments fur- 
nished police officers, messengers, and clerks en- 
gaged in figuring on election returns ...... 50 00 60 00 


New ENGLAND TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH Co. 


November 17 and December 15. Furnishing the City 
Messencer with election returns... Se. ss se se 23 58 15 00 


ELECTION EXPENSE PAyY-ROLLS. 


Mor ieunne ie echon TELULHay, 05 hs es) are me 82 50 97 50 


G. WALDON SMITH. 


December 20. Picture for President of Com- 
mon Council Room, City Hall .. . $100 00 

December 28. One large picture of Boston 
Common Council, and frame .. . . . 400 00 
One hundred’copies, 2... 4... + Mie at oR LOOS OO 
One MInGred IyAmes So THAN oi he. ew 200 00 
. 850 00 


JOSEPH O’KANE. 


December 12. For service as reading-clerk for the 
Common Council, during the year 1892, ..... 150 00 


Davin F. BARRY, PRESIDENT. 
1893. 
January 14. Amount drawn to meet cxpenses of 
Committee to attend funeral of Gen. B. F. Butler . 100 00 
($24.20 of this amount returned to City Treasury.) 


AMERICAN HOUSE. 


December 29. Ref., Goodenough, Burlen, Dean, 
McClellan, Bates, Scates, Robbins, 8. P. Smith, 
Folsom, J. B. Patterson, Clark, Banks, Callahan, 
Cochran, C. Doherty, Hallstrom, Fitzgerald, Mc- 
Laughlin, W. F Donovan, Murphy, Gormley, W. 
J. Donovan, Farrell, J. Quinn, Jr., Bleiler, N. F. 
Doherty, Dolan, Lyons, Stalker, Briggs, Proctor, 
Pierce, Weston, Curley, Welch, Finneran, Boyd, 
Keenan, Tierney, O’Hara, Parker, A. C. Smith, 
Arthur, Flynn, Teeling , Forbush, Spring, Draper, 
Ira | Peale Eli iy Mev hs Pe SOR ae ener Maer Ama 5 50 00 


J. A. CONWAY. 


December 22. Carriage, Boyd, Callahan, 
BOTCON MUG ELIOT soa ilgsy ye ot ek dno $5 00 


te es a eee _—— 


Carried forward. .......+...+. $8500 $218 00 $242 08 $1,646 00 


Brought forward . 
December 22. 


Carried forward ... 


City Document No. 


Carriage, Clark, Kecnan, N. 


cee Daeg: Y Wor Oem WL WEN fees. Kh Ae eek 


$5 00 $218 00 


dl. 


Jan. and 
November December Jan. 31 
Draft. Draft. Drafts. 


$242 08 $1,646 00 


J. Quinn, A. J. Patterson eM Sah & Fh 5 00 
December 22. Carriage, Draper + meets 5 00 
December 22. Carriage, Dolan, Braw ley ; 6 00 
December 22. Carriage, Hallstrom, Briggs, 3 00 
December 29. Carriage, Clark. . . 2 50 
December 29. Carriace, Hallstrom, Briggs, 3 00 
December 29. Carriage, Arthur, W. J. 
Donovan, Flynn, C. Doherty. 2... . 6 50 
December 29. Carriage, McUlellan, Peters, 
RRO Aneto fa bs i's PR e ) e e 8 00 
pai 44 00 
JAMES F. ORMOND. 
Contingent Expenses: 
November 11. Carriage, Healy... + ...s 10 00 
Common Council: 
December 22. Carriage, McLaughlin, Hig- 
gins, W. F. Donovan, C. Doherty . $5 00 
December 22. Carriage, Gormley, Quinn, 
MeV OS aie sis ass ogo pets eee eae 7 00 
December 22. Carriage, Norris, Dean 5 00 
December 22. Carriage, Gore 5 00 
December 29. Carriage, Mooney . 2 00 
December 29. Carriage, Quinn, Jr. , Draper, 
USES 6 a RPE re ee Sa he case 00 
Sd a 32 00 
Tonin Bros. 
December 29. Carriage, O’Hara, Tierney, $4 00. 
December 29. Carriage, Dean ...... 2 00 
December 29. Carriage, Gormley. iia wi. 3 00 
December 29. Carriave, Fitzzerald, “Me- 
ea EO SIALEY Seese coy sued Pats ie! w "a0 whl Chon tee en 5 00 
oe 14 00 
T. J. MAHONEY. 
December 22. Carriage, J. B. Patterson, 
Young, Folsom, O’Kane . . SAS A sy ou 
December 43) Carriage, Boyd, Callahan, 
ROnMMePan cits Roca Ratan ee ee eoe ane 5 50 
~—— 13 50 
J. D. McGRapy. 
December 29. Carriage, Folsom, J. B. Patterson. . 3 00 
J. F. SULLIVAN. 
December 22. Carriage, Farrell, Ricker. . .. . . 7 50 
P. CLARK & SONS. 
December 29. Carriage, Pierce, Proctor... ... v 00 
Henry G. GRanam. 
Decentber. 29, Carriage, Farrell’) 32°02 t 0 es oes 6 00 
JOHN F. RENEHAN. 
Decenber 29. Carriage, Silloway, Osborn. .... 5 00 


$218 00 $242 08 $1,783 00 


AVE ay, oe OE 7 
} foie 


EXPENSES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL. 9 


Jan. and 

November December Jan. 31 

Draft. Draft. Drafts. 

Brought forward «+... dew leat win x Jamole 00-8202 08-2:81,783) 00 
M. J. LEARY. 


December 22. Carriage, Flynn, Arthur. ... . 5 00 


JOHN WELCH. 
December 29. Carriage, Curley, Bleiler. . . . . 5 00 


M. H. WILLIAMS. 


December 22. Carriage, Merrill, W. J. Sullivan . 2 90 
$218 00 $252 08 $1,795 00 

Appropriation and transfer, 1892-93 . ... PG woh sats tates Pet tee OE 
Refunded of amount paid to pay travelling expenses. Naa af Cay atte ag 47 71 
$7,047 71 

Expenditnres coulammary al, L893 0261 yatta. lees a ve (ols ee ae 6,288 41 
Pde ere) BULAN WED Pee aes ns, 24) in aes: Wena hgh ons tm. Picks fale jee da ae 4 $759 30 
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BOSTONIA 
CONDITA AD. 


EXPENSES OF JOINT COMMITTEES 


OF THE 


ou Tey a Co Oe tN CTE 


AUDITING DEPARTMENT, February 3, 1893. 
To the Honorable the City Council: 


In accordance with Rule 22 of the Joint Rules of the City 
Council, the undersigned herewith presents a statement of 
bills paid from the Contingent Fund, Joint Committees, on 
the January, 1893, draft. 

JamMES H. Dopge, 
City Auditor. 
E. W. HARNDEN. 


Committee on Library Department: 
1892. 
December 2. Report and transcript of hearing 
before Committee on Library Department, 14,- > 
900 words at 45c. per 100 (25c. for first copy, 
and dc. for each additional copy) : $67 05 
Committee on Ordinances : 
1892. 
December 2. Report and transcript of hearing 
before Committee on Ordinances, December 2, 
1892, on ordinances to restrict unloading of coal, 
8.900 words at 35c. per 100 (25c. per 100 for 
first copy, and 5c. for each additional copy) . 31 15 


Carried forward, $98 20 
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Brought forward, 


ALEX. MCCARTHY. 


Inspection of Buildings: 

November 12. Carriage, T. J. Sullivan, 
Stalker 

November 17. Carriage, ay Pp Sullivan, 
Lynch, Stalker, W. J. Donovan . 

November 18. Carriage, TT. J. sullivan, 
Lynch, Stalker, W. J. Donovan : 

November 28. Carriage, T. J. Sullivan, 
Lynch, Stalker, Burlen 

December 2. T. J. Sullivan, Burlen, 
Lynch ‘ : 

December 3. NT, J : Sullivan 


Park Department : 
September 19. Carriage, Norris, Arthur, 


THE QUINCY. 
Comunittee on Claims: 
October 1, November 4, 9, 22, December 
5, 14. Refreshments, Spring 
November 1, 4, 22, 29. Ref., Burlen 


Fire Department: 
November 1, 8, 22. Ref., Folsom 
Ferry Department: 
November 23. Carriage, Fitzgerald 
Health Department : 
September 29. Ref., J. B. Patterson 
Inspection of Buildings: 
November 9, 23. Ref., W. J. Donovan, 
November 16, 19, 23, 25, 28, December 
tS, Ref., Lynch 
November 16, 18, 19, OH aaa oe 26, 28, 
30, December 2. 3, D) 0s LU alee 
Ref., Burlen : ; 
November aa evel sed te Ap. Sullivan 
November 17, 18, 19, 21, 22.2 eens 
December 7. 9, 14, Ref., Stalker 


Ordinances: 
November 25, December 2. Ref., S. P. 
Smith . : 
November 25, December 2) Ref., Ww. F. 
Donovan : : 


Police Department : 
November 15, 22. Ref., N. F. Doherty, 
November 22, 29. Ref. Proctor . 
December 6. Ref., Spring 


Public Buildings: 

November 3. Ref., Folsom . 
Stony Brook: 

November 2. Ref., Murphy 
Schools: 

November 25. Ref., W. J. Sullivan 
Streets : 


November 30, December 6. Ref., S. P. Smith 


Carried forward, 


39 00 


4 00 


5 00 
1 00 
1 00 
1 00 


2 00 
$77 CO 


$98 20 


57 00 


$155 20 


EXPENSES OF JOINT COMMITTEES. 


Brought forward, $77 00 
South Boston, Grade Crossings : 
November 22. Ref., W. J. Sullivan . A ; 1 00 


Water Supply: 
November 19, 26, December 3,17. Ref., W. IF. 
Donovan . L ; ; : 4 00 


JOHN WELCH. 
Inspection of Buildings: 
November 21. Carriage, Lynch, T. J. 


Sullivan, W. J. Donovan, Stalker . $8 00 
November 22. Carriage, Lynch, T. J. 

Sullivan, W. J. Donovan, Stalker : 8 00 
November 28. Carriage, Lynch, Burlen, 

W..J. Donovan, Stalker : 8 00 
November 29. Carriage, Lynch, Burlen, 

W. J. Donovan, Stalker : 8 00 


Bacon & TARBELL. 
Inspection of Buildings: 
November 5. Carriage, Burlen, Lynch, 


T. J. Sullivan ‘ $8 00 
November 17. Carriage, ‘Burlen, Stalker, 

Lynch, W. J. Donovan : 10 00 
November 18. Carriage, T. J. Sullivan, 

Stalker, Burlen, W. J. Donovan . ; 8 00 


M. J. SULLIVAN. 
Inspection of Buildings: 
November 10. Carriage, Sues VWisorelss 


Donovan, Stalker . , . $8 00 
December 1. Carriage, W. J. ‘Donovan, 
Lynch, T. J. Sullivan ; : A : 8 00 
——_ $16. 00 


Street Department: 
December 8. Carriage, Arthur, Briggs : 5 8 00 


J. A. CONWAY. 
Inspection of Buildings: 


December 3. Carriage, Lynch . : : - $7 00 
Public Buildings : 

November 5. Carriage, Barry . : $8 00 

November 8. Carriage, Lynch . : 8 00 

—— 16 00 
R. A. STRANAHAN. 

Claims: 

November 4. Ref., Dolan . : : : xn $100 
Fire Department : 

November 1. Ref., McClellan . : ; : 1 00 
Inspection of Buildings: 

November 9. Ref., Burlen . A : : ‘ 1 00 


Police Department : 
June 20, 21, 22, 28, 29, bre eat Bo - Oil welo.* 22, 


Ref., Proctor : hee els OU) 
Schools: 
wune 24):27, July 1, 5,6, 7, 12... Refs; Proctor. 7 00 


ee 


Carried forward, 


3 


$155 20 


82 00 


32 00 


26 00 


24 00 


23 00 


21 00 


$363 20 
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Brought forward, 
T. CASHMAN. 


Inspection of Buildings: 
November 30. Carriage, Stalker, Burlen, T. J. 
Sullivan ; ; 2 : ; - : 
December 5. Carriage, Stalker, Lynch, W. J. 
Donovan, T. J. Sullivan é . , : 


P. H. SLAMIN. 
Street Department: 
October 19. Carriage, Lynch, Briggs . 
December 6. Carriage, Briggs, Arthur 


Boston Dartty ADVERTISER. 
Library Department : 
November 30. Advertising hearing 
Ordinances : 
November 30. Advertising hearing 


M. H. BERNSTEIN & Co. 
Ferry Department : 
November 23. Carriage, Fitzgerald, Flynn, W. 
J. Donovan : : : : ‘ : : 


St. NicHOLAS HOTEL. 


Finance: 
November 25. Ref., Lyons . i : $1 00 
November 29. Ref., Norris. é é 1 00 


Inspection of Buildings: 

November 17, 21, 22. Ref., Lynch 
Park Department : 

November 16, 18. Ref., Pierce 
Water Supply: 

November 19, 26. Ref., Lyons 


BOYLsTON CAFE Co. 

Columbus Day : 

October 11, 12, 15. Ref., Young . 
Printing Department : 

August 2z, September 28. Ref., Higgins, $2 00 

August 26, September 28. Ref., Callahan, 2 00 
Police Department: 

October 11. Ref., Welch 


MiIcHAEL J. LEARY. 
Street Department : 
December 10. Carriage, Briggs, Arthur 


L. A. NOyEs: 
_ Inspection of Buildings : 


November 30. Carriage, W. J. Donovan, Lynch, De tele 


Sullivan 
JOHN MULHERN. 
Public Lands: 
September 23. Carriage, Lyons 


Carried forward, 


63 20 


16 00 


15 00 


10 00 


9 00 


8 00 


8 00 


8 00 


8 00 


$457 20 


EXPENSES OF JOINT COMMITTEES. 


Brought forward, 
S. F. JOHNSON. 


Grade Crossings, Prov. Div., O. C. R.R.: 
November 21. Carriage, Daunt 


CUMMINGS Bros. 
Street Department : 
December 12. Carriage, Fottler, S. P. Smith 


JAMES F. Barry. 
Ferry Department: 
August 2. Carriage, Fitzgerald 


ABEL GOSS. 
Public.Buildings : 
November 12. Carriage, Folsom 
Boston NEws. 
Ordinances : 
November 30. Advertising hearing . 


GLOBE NEWSPAPER Co. 


Library Department : 

November 30. Advertising hearing . 
Ordinances : 

November 29. Advertising hearing 


Boston TRANSCRIPT Co. 


Library Department : 
November 30. Advertising hearing 


Boston HERALD Co. 


Ordinances : 
November 29. Advertising hearing . 


JOURNAL NEWSPAPER Co. 


Library Department : 
November 30. Advertising hearing . 


ROCKWELL & CHURCHILL. 
Ordinances : 
December 10. Printing 125 cards 
Library Department: 
Printing 125 cards 


E. S. MARSTON. 


Printing Department : 
November 16. Ref., Healy 


Appropriation and transfer, 1892-93 
Expenditures to January 1, 1893. 


Balance, January 1, 1893 


$6,100 00 
5,812 46 


$287 54 


$457 20 
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MONTHLY STATEMENT 


OF THE 


CITY TREASURER. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Boston, February 1, 1893. 
Hon. NatHan MATTHEWS, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 

Sir: The undersigned herewith presents a statement 
of the receipts and. payments of the City of Boston and 
County of Suffolk for the month of January, 1893, and for 
the financial year 1892-93, showing the balance of money 
remaining in the Treasury January 31, 1893, and where 
deposited. 

Respectfully submitted, 


ALFRED T. TURNER, 
City Treasurer. 


Monthly Statement of the Treasury Departinent. 


Balance, January 1, 1893 . é : . $2,059,422 64 


RECEIPTS IN JANUARY, 1893. 


On account of the City of Boston: 
City Collector . : » $1,142,207. 10 
Board of Commissioners of 
sinking-funds : 
For payment of Debt . 1,032,615 15 
City Loans: 
Laying out 
and Con- 
struction of 
Highways, 
AG . . $243,200 00 
Public parks, 
AG . . 201,000 00 
Various 
Municipal 
Purposes 
AG. . 100,000 00 
Library 
Building, 
Dartmouth 
St.,4% . 75,000 00 
Laying Out 
Streets De- 
partment, 
AG, . - 10,000.00 
—_—— 629,200 00 
County Loans : 
Suffolk Co. 
Court 
House,4% 81,000 00 
Suffolk Co. 


Court 
House fur- 
nishing,4% 50,000 00 
131,000 00 
Premium on Loans negotiated, 6,675 OO 
Interest on Bank Deposits . 4,803 72 
Pay-roll Tailings from Pay- 
masters, settlements with 
Cashier, parties unpaid. 1,096 22 
Tax Titles, etc... : 366 00 


2,947,963 19 


Oarried forward, $5,007,385 83 


MONTHLY STATEMENT OF THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 3 


Brought forward, $5,007,385 83 
On account of the County of Suffolk : 
City Collector . ; - $16,323 38 
Pay-roll Tailings. 35 75 
—-——— 16,359 13 


$9,023,744 96 


PAYMENTS IN JANUARY, 1893. 


On account of the City of Boston: 
On Mayor’s Drafts, — 


General Drafts : : ; tS) 54). o20e io 
Pay-roll Drafts. Z 402,957 17 
Special Drafts - ; Sat SO4, OF 82 44 


£$2,638,355 74 

Board of Commissioners of Sinking-Funds : 
Revenue from Laying Out 
and Construction of High- 

ways . : ; . $39,308 27 
Revenue payable under 

authority of Ordinance . 1,118 26 
Premium on Loans negoti- 

ated , : . . 6,675 00 


sts 4710153 
Pay-roll Tailings, payments by Cashier to 

parties not paid by Paymasters , 783 30 
Tax Titles, ete. : : J04. 43 
Commonwealth of Niassa chGnetes ‘ 

Liquor License Revenue. ‘ ; : 401 25 
Protested Taxes refunded . ; : ; 376 68 
Taxes refunded . : ; : 71 06 
Residue Tax-Sales, ate ; : : 58 49 
Cochituate Water Rates, reaforided f 44. 492 
Mystic Water Rates, refunded . : 12 58 

Carried forward, $2,687,759 48 
*Amount of General Drafts through City Auditor’s office , for January . - . « » $1,430,889 20 
PIESSINOUMIAION stim Memmi I fo a ote nsurctie 9! forbs, ste atieued of of ela b eh oe as 95,152 98 
$1,335,736 22 

Add paid on Outstanding Drafts for the current year .......+.... 5,583 91 


$1,341,320 13 
ne 


t Includes interest paid, as follows: 


CONGCHE vee DU teats ta ekcagie ts Ebi ck oats sale! ats) s Mrmneive eS Leltaiia oe $333,485 26 
MNLOOCHILUALEMYY ater, DODt Wie acees co: cule Wen etree MCE eters fe eh sie vets 67,349 50 
POEM BICMVVOLera OD iA Mann? iat Puts wena wees iol uk pea toe te! Ske) opt = Wels 1,290 00 
On Laying Out and Construction OL Highways Dente cfians nee =) 0 393 66 
$402,518 42 

Exe ae 

in GORVOL MW VeU EAB TEAL JOY al Hag) Meee Repeal APS Miike ay veel ae eer ey $941,615 15 
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Brought forward, 


Payments on account of the County of Suf- 


folk : 
Allowed by Auditor of the 


County of Suffolk . - At$%5,009573 
Mayor’s Special Drafts . {$41,379 93 


County fines to Complain- 


ant : ; : i 21 40 
Pay-roll Tailings. dD 75 
RECAPITULATION. 


Balance, January 1, 1893 . 
Receipts in January, 1893 


Payments in January, 1893 


Balance, January 31, 1893 


$2,687,759 48 


117,066 81 


$2,804,826 29 


$2,059,422 64 
2,964,322 32 


$5,023,744 96 
2,804,826 29 


$2,218,918 67 


+t Amount of County Requisitions through County Auditor’s office for 


SLQTIUALY civolte el 07s a's Liste) oul 67 oll el gate EeINIeRREM s Beetearemer tate 


Peart: 2); $74,486 22 
20 00 


eo wt 6. e* Hi oe 


$74,416 22 


it pata de 1,248 51 


$75,659 73 


Ee ata R $6,034 57 


MonrHLy STATEMENT OF THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 5 


STATEMENT 


For the Financial Year 1892-93, beginning February 1, 1892, ending 
January 31, 1898. 


Balance on hand February 1, 1892, from the 


financial year 1891-92 . : PASO LOO. (I 19 
RECEIPTS. 
On account of the City of Boston: 
City Collector . : : . $17,582,890 01 


City Loans: 

Various Municipal 

purposes, 4% . $780,000 00 
Public Parks, 4%, 501,000 00 
Laying Out and 

Construction of 

Highways,4% . 450,000 00 
Sewers, 4% . . 837,000 00 
Commonwealth- 

Avenue Con- 

struction, 4% . 210,000 00 
Library Building, 

Dartmouth st.,4%, 175,000 00 
L-street Bridge, 


AG. ; . 180,000 00 
Paving Dorchester 

avenue,4% . 125,000 00 
Improved Sewer- 

age,4% . ae LO0S000"00 


Allston Bridge and 

raising Grade, 

4% . : - + 90;000.00 
Building Gallop’s 

Island, Swett 


street, 4% . 90,000 00 
New Lunatic Hos- 
pital, 4% . E 45,000 00 


Laying out Streets 
Department, 4%, 25,000 00 
———— _ 3,018,000 00 
County Loans: 
Suffolk County 
Court-House, 4%, $281,000 00 
Suffolk County 
Court-House, 
furnishing, 4% . 100,000 00 
381,000 00 


Temporary Loan, 1892-3, Antici- 
pation of Taxes, 22% : . 4,500,000 00 


es ——— - -——— 


Carried forward, $25,481,890 01 $38,100,797 79 
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Brought forward, $25,481,890 01 $3,100,797 79 
Board of Commissioners of Sinking- 
Funds : 
For payment of 
Debt : . $2,902,849 31 
For cost of re- 
demption of 
Sterling Debt . 1,324 22 


2,904,173 53 
Cochituate Water Loans: 
Additional Supply 
of Water, 4% . $235,000 00 
Extension of Mains, 
etc.,4% . . 100,000 00 
Premiums on Loans Negotiated : 
City Loans . - $115,696 10 
Cochituate Water 
Loans : . 16,413 50 
————— 182,109 60 
Interest on Bank Deposits . . . 58,951 88 


335,000 00 


Pay-roll Tailings, from Paymasters . P 
‘settlement with Cashier, parties 

unpaid sg ; : : : 7,451 16 
Tax Titles, etc. . ' : ; 1,113 84 


— 28,920,690 02 


On account of the County of Suffolk : 
City Collector . ; 5 . $162,492 18 
Pay-roll tailings f : 39 75 
ee 162,527 93 


$32,184,015 74 


PAYMENTS. 


On account of the City of Boston: 

On Mayor’s Drafts, — 7 
General Drafts. ; b : . *$12,721,644 48 
Pay-roll Drafts. : : 7,910 2a 


Special Drafts. ; HanihO P02 oda 

$26,914,931 67 

Carried forward, $26,914,931 67 
*Amount of General Drafts through City Auditor’s office from February 1, 

SOD Methortcis Mistreated (chet ies l-! 6 jleistn. che Meats inte ICRC NR HE n tao otros caviea $12,818,081 18 

JERS MOL MEIC wa tat ta iitact ess: Yo! .c0 tals sie on hloe e, Utah a iike aa eas Reem otmr et here sah ote CBE 96,436 70 

$12,721,644 48 

Fr INCUGESHLEMBOLALY OA Paid) —.-c..cassk van eee een Mae A teen e tl ee aay. $4,500,000 00 

t Includes Interest paid, as follows: 

On .Gitye le Diareteusiie fo cis, fe S's 3). span a tegen ee ee ae $1,689,571 05 

Om ©ocnltgaterw Ater-Debivw \sr.nsk.c ke swe Eee be Rare one is re 810,981 63 

OND Pe avy acer AODtS AS ese oe. 6 Ale a at aia ge i eit oe 19,257 50 

On Laying out and Construction of Highways Debt ...... he bS 2,777 40 


$2,522,587 58 

det Nba sk, ts 

LMCI SS MODUL ALC tate tree alts 5 5-01. 40' nx, & ie la pots cam mae sae eh tock «oo ate ec cis $2,806,849 31 
Ae ee a 


MonTHLY STATEMENT OF THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


Brought forward, 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts : 
National Bank Tax . . $646,258 48 
State Tax . : ; . 640,062 50 
Liquor License Revenue . 264,036 25 
Interest on Armory Loan . 18,000 00 


Armory Loan Sinking Fund, 10,056 27 
Cost of Maintenance of Met- 
ropolitan System of Sew- 


erave ==! : ; 6,638 25 
Metropolitan Sewer Loan 

Sinking Fund . 5,987 48 
Corporation Tax, 1891 hte D 
Refunded Armory Rent 400 00 


Board of Commissioners of Sinking-Funds : 
Revenue payable under au- 
thority of Ordinance . $24,779 01 
Premiums on Loans negotiated,132,109 60 
Revenue from L-st. Bridge, 50,166 21 
Revenue from Laying out and 
Construction of Highways, 39,308 27 


Pay-roll Tailings, payments by Cashier to 
parties not paid by Paymasters 

Taxes refunded 

City Debt due prior to February she 1892 

Tax Titles, etc. é 

Mount Hope Cemetery Trust Funds 

Public Library Trust Funds : 

Cochituate Water-rates refunded 

Old Claims, City Account . 

Residue Tax Sales, ete. 

Evergreen Cemetery Trust Fund 

Protecina Taxes refunded . 

Sewer Assessments refunded 

Mystic Water-rates refunded 

Tuition of non-residents refunded : 

Duplicate and appa uous to peers Collec- 
tor refunded . : 


Carried forward, 


$26,914,931 


246,363 


C9390 
6,715 
6,000 
1,013 
1,000 
1,000 
963 
846 
S11 
800 
433 
129 
128 
D7 


8 


$28,781,493 


7 


67 


28 


DD) 


28 
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Brought forward, 
Payments on account of the County of Suf- 
folk: 
Allowed by Auditor of the 


County of Suffolk . . *$760,593 66 
Mayor’s Special Drafts . . 422,154 36 
County Fines to Complainant, 414 30 
Pay-roll Tailings . 267. 47 
Bounty for destruction of Seals, 166 00 
Old Claims . : i 455.00 


RECAPITULATION. 
Balance, Sa Leto 2 
Receipts . 
Payments 


Balance, January 31, 1893 


$28,781,493 28 


1,183,603 79 
$29,965,097 07 


$3 FLOU CO seat o 
29,083,217 95 


$32,184,015 74 
29 DE as0 ted 


$2,218,918 67. 


Balance, January 31, 1893, per preceding statements, as 


follows: 

Atlas National Bank . 

Globe National Bank 

Howard National Bank 

National Bank of Redemption 

National Bank of the Republic 

National Revere Bank 

National Security aa Payor roll Tailings 
account ; 


Cash and cash vouchers in office, including 
payments made on Drafts of Feb. 1, 18938, 
duly certified by the City Auditor, and ap- 
proved by the Mayor and County Auditor, 
chargeable to the appropriations of the 
financial year 1893-94 : 


$437,821 78 
220,704 83 
220,847 76 
225,203 % 
383,192 86 
395,428 15 


8,467 94 


$1,891,666 49 


327,252 18 
$2,218,918 67 


ALFRED T. TURNER, 
ity Treasurer. 


* Amount of County Requisitions through County Auditor’s office from 


PEDTUSLY a eememices eis. sa fo 0. a tietle GRR ng Rennrad a Eat 


t Includes interest paid on Suffolk County Debt ......... 
Tancludineg Suitolk County Debt paid 9.2.05 5... sya ue ee eee ee 


pia: $760,653 99 
60 33 


$760,593 66 
TT 
Pte es $114,704 57 


i cOra $1,700 00 
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AUDITORS MONTHLY EXHIBIT. 


GENERAL AND SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS 


FOR 


1892-98. 


AubITING DEPARTMENT, 
City Hau, Boston, January 31, 1893. 


Hon. NatHan MATTHEWS, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 

Str: The undersigned, in compliance with Chap. 7, 
Section 9, Revised Ordinances of 1892, herewith presents 
an exhibit of the General and Special Appropriations for the 
present financial year of 1892-93, as shown in the books in 
his office, January 31, 18938, — exhibiting the original ap- 
propriations, the balances brought forward from 1891-92, 
the amounts drawn January 31, the total expenditures 
for the yeur and the balance of each appropriation unex- 
pended ; also a statement of the Debt, Sinking-funds, and 
borrowing capacity of the city, January 31, 1893. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES H. Donaer, 
City Auditor. 
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City Document No. 54. 


Ol ANDICOUN LYS DEBT: 


Gross funded debt, Dec. 31, 1892 
Add funded debt issued in 1893 


Deduct funded debt paid in 1893 


Gross debt, Jan. 31, 1893 


Sinking-Funds, Dec. 31, 1892 
Receipts during 1893 


Payments during 1898 . 


Bonds, betterments, etc., the 
payments of which are 
pledged to the payment of 
debt: 


Bonds . : 
Betterments, etc. : 
Sidewalk assessments, Chap. 


$3,587 00 
157,170 14 


401, Acts of 1892 187,693 97 
Sewer assessments, Chapt 
402, Acts of 1892 60,3815 16 


Total redemption means, Jan. 31, 1893 
Net debt, Jan. 31, 1893 
Gross debt, Dec. 31, 1892 
Gross debt, Jan. 31, 1893 
Decrease 
Net debt, Jan. 31, 1893 
Net debt, Dec. 31, 1892 


Increase 


$26,229,496 86 


280,800 36 


$26,510,297 22 
1,032,615 15 


$25,477,682 07 


408,766 27 


City debt, including balance of debts assumed by acts of an- 


nexation 
County debt 
Cochituate water debt . 
Mystic water debt 


$57,088,563 19 
760,200 00 
$57,843,763 19 
1,032,615 15 


$56,811,148 04 


25,886,448 34 


$30,924,699 70 


$57,088,563 19 


56,811,148 04 


$272,415 15 


$30,924,699 70 
30,539,289 97 


$385,409 73 


$36,036,374 06 
3,576,000 00 
16,758,773 98 
440,000 00 


$56,811,148 04 


Aupiror’s Monruiy EXxnHisit. 


LOANS AUTHORIZED, BUT NOT ISSUED. 


JANUARY 31, 


1893. 


DATE.OF ORDER. | 


OBJECT. 


| Inside of Debt 


| Outeide of Debt 


| Limit. Limit. 
Ferry Dept. : 
May 24, 1892.. North Ferry, Boston side, 
widening berth........ | $36,000 00: 
Hospital Dept. : | 
Jan. 2, 1892...| New Buildings, City Hos- | 
Pita ls a One| 136,500 00) 
May 24, 1892..| New Buildings, City Hos- | 
Wala lyse Sees oo eee eee 115,000 00) 
Oct. 7, 1892. ..| Additional land.......... | 42,000 00 
Jan. 23, 1892.., Improved sewerage........ | 150,000 00, 
| Laying out Streets Dept... | 
May 24, 1892. .| Causeway St., extension 
MARLON. Sto. ..s emt 500 00 
ary shah pares Chambers St., from Ash- 
land to Livingston St. 75,000 00 
ie meter < Moon-St. Court Extension 10,000 00 
Ce tik wares | Talbot Ave. Extension... 7,975 00 
| Park Dept. : | 
Perec ool rm LObliCn Parkas! fo seri), | eeu Oe $2,299,000 00 
| Public Buildings Dept. : 
May 24, [p32 .| Engine House, Ashmont...) 20,000 00) 
ae ; Engine House, and Site, | 
BN arth Wynd pecs ee, | 50,000 00 
Oct. 24, 1891..| Library Building, Dart- 
| BROU PS tis eo he. TE ee 825,000 00 
May 24, 1892.. Police Station House 13, | 
land, and addition to...) 15,000 00 
Public Institutions : | 
May 24, 1892.. Addition to House of In-_ 
USE Vana cnt ai ers emmane es 40,000 00 
us Electric Lighting plant, | 
LOND [sland pene. e ee: | 2,500 00 
AST SS ie New veh als Hospital . , 102,000 00 
Aug. 24, 1892.. Ge cc : 155,000 00 
May 24, 1892. .| Harenta! Seal for Boys. , 94.000 00 
“é “6 “6 . 6c 66 Girls. : 25,000 00 
poral Committee : 
| Sais Austin Primary School- | 
house, building... 65,000 00| 
Saag. WES panrush Brighton High School- | 
house, site and build- 
ING Wes RaW oe ee 75,000 00 
oo ies aaa Dorchester High School- | 
Nousewmbandetoreeee | 12,000 00 
ee ese st Mechanic Arts High | 
School-house.... ....- 60,000 00 
a co A Primary = School-house, | 
Dillaway District, build- 
LURE OS tae ANS ene eo ne om 25,000 OO 
Carried forward. ....| $1,313,475 00) $3,124,000 00 
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Inside of Debt | Outside of Debt 
DATE OF ORDER. OBJECT. Pte | Limit. 
| 


Brought forward ...... $1,313,475 00 $3,124,000 00 
May 24, 1892... Primary  School-house, 
| Dillaway District, addi- | 


| tional ‘site Ce seese twee: / 600 00, 
sc) te ee |} Primary — School-house, 
| North of Broadway.... 18,800 00 
Pee se Primary 6 Schoolhouse, s 
Oak Square,ete:4 aos 5,950 00, 
Street Dept. : | 
| Bridge Division: 
May 24, 1892..| Rebuilding bridges to | 
| Watertown... 3 .- | 9,000 00: 
| Paving Division: 
Dee. 5, 1891... Congress and L streets. 30,000 00 
May 24, 1892. .| Houghton street, Mac- 
/ adamizing aga: oe 3 5,000 00, 
A i et | Sawyer avenue........ | 1,000 00 
Saree § “aoe ‘Pattle:streét’.4 eee ee | 1,000 00: 
SCTE sie JER ad Worthington street, | 
| edgestones, etc. .....| 1,000 00 
; _ Water Works: | 
Nov. 13, 1889 .| Additional supply — of. | 
| Water. 0h) weer ae i See 227,500 00 
Wier 1Od2. 1 Heh ServiCemh aie smmmermee eran gar Cie al wine 75,000 00 
Ang. 25, 1892 .| Suffolk Cop ate Court- | | 
House am Bp es ge Oe oe | 25,000 00 
| 


("$1,885,825 00} $3,451,500 00 


* $52,660 of loan approved May 24, 1892, issued, but not apportioned. 


AvpbitTor’s Montruniy EXxuipir. 


BORROWING CAPACITY. 


January 31, 1893. 


Total Debt City and County 

Less Special Loans (Out- 
side of limit) . $7,326,000 00 
Cochituate Water Debt, 16,758,773 98 
Mystic Water Debt . 440,000 00 

County Debt ee 


of limit) . : 2,781,000 00 
Sinking-Funds . : ; . $25,477,682 07 
Less Cochituate Water Sink- 
ing-Fund . . $7,019,058 38 
Mystic Water Sinking- 
Fund ; 579,254 Ol 
Public Park Construe- 
tion Sinking-Fund . 384,701 68 


Special Loans Sinking- 

Fund : i : 420,519 14 
County Court-House 

Sinking-Fund . : 160,996 52 


8,564,529 73 


Debt, excluding Debts outside of limit and deducting 
Sinking-Funds for said debt . i : > 


Two per cent. on $819,313,202 average valuation for five 
years, less abatements : ; . . ‘ 
Debt as above 


Right to borrow, under Chap. 178, Acts of 1885, Janu- 
ary 31, 1893 : 
Less ans authorized but not iasied: inside of ey: 


Right to borrow, under Chap. 98, Acts of 1891, BONS dl, 
1893, estimated f 
Less loans authorized but not faded. anae of shave j 


23 


$56,811,148 04 


$29,505,374 06 


16,913,152 34 


$12,592,221 72 


$16,386,264 04 


12,592,221 72 


$3,794,042 32 
1,333,225 00 


$2,460,817 32 


$5,243,843 00 
1,333,225 00 
$3,910,618 00 


[Document 55 — 1893. | 


REPORT 


oF 


INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS 


CONCERNING THE 


ENFORCEMENT OF THE PROVISION OF THE RE- 
VISED ORDINANCES REQUIRING A SMOKE-CON- 
SUMING DEVICE IN CONNECTION WITH THE USE 
OF BITUMINOUS COAL. 


City or Boston, 
DEPARTMENT FOR THE INSPECTION OF BUILDINGS, 
Oxtp State Housn, February 2, 1893. 


To the Honorable the Common Council, City of Boston: 


GENTLEMEN: In compliance with your order, under date 
of January 12, 1893, “that the Inspector of Buildings re- 
port what means, if any, have been taken towards carrying 
out the provisions of section ninety-nine, chapter forty- 
three, of the Revised Ordinances, and how generally said 
section.is being enforced,” I have the honor to submit the 
following : 

On receipt of an official notice that this department was 
authorized and empowered to enforce this ordinance, all 
parties affected were notified, by means of a publication in 
all of the newspapers of a copy of said ordinance, and the 
order of your honorable body. An inspector of the depart- 
ment was specially detailed to examine all boilers in the city, 
used for the purpose of generating steam, and ascertain the 
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character of coal used. This examination brought out the fact 
that upwards of fifty per cent. of all horizontal return 
tubular boilers used bituminous coal for generating steam. 
This fact ascertained, the owners and occupants of said 
buildings were notified to conform to the provisions of this 
ordinance. Answers from the majority of those notified 
were received that they were ready and willing to adopt 
any method or device that the Inspector of Buildings would 
designate. 

This was supplemented by a large correspondence from 
denlers and consumers that contracts had been made for a 
year’s supply, aggregating a million of dollars, and the 
immediate enforcement of this ordinance would cause great 
embarrassment and financial injury. 

Immediately following a convention of gentlemen whose 
interests were affected, organized, with Hon. Hugh O’Brien, 
chairman. ‘The subject was debated, and the sentiment of 
the convention was in sympathy with the ordinance; pro- 
vided, the city would designate what device would meet the 
requirements of section ninety-nine, which reads as_fol- 
lows : 

“No person shall use betuminous coal, for the purpose of 
generating steam in boilers, in any buelding unless the fur- 
nace in which such coal is burned is provided with some 
effectual device for consuming its own smoke.” 

The inspector was requested to name what device he could 
so recommend and what his interpretation was of the word 
“effectual.” A reply was made, in effect, that he could not 
name any device, and that the word “effectual” meant at 
least ninety per cent. of the smoke created. 

Correspondence was opened with the leading cities of this 
country, relative to the mode adopted for the prevention of 
smoke. Reports from commissioners and engineers, who 
had been charged by their several governments with investi- 
gations of the smoke nuisance, were received and noted, and 
the department is unable to state or name, as the result of 
these investigations, any device which effectually consumes 
smoke. 

‘There are many devices that are accomplishing good re- 
sults, and in order that the department should have a per- 
sonal knowledge of the devices in use, and of the work 
accomplished by them, a member of the department visited 
the cities of Chicago, Minneapolis, Cincinnati, and Pitts- 
burgh, and witnessed, by invitation, the operations of the 
several devices in company with the officials of the said 
cities, and noted the results attained. 

In addition, those devices employed on boilers now in use 
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in this city were examined, and tests made, and as the result 
of several of these tests, wherein an average of six hours 
devoted to each case, smoke was emitted at least fifty per 
cent. 

Numerous complaints for burning bituminous coal in fur- 
naces under boilers without the necessary smoke-consuming 
device attached, have been made, recorded, and the parties 
notified to remove said violations. 

Prosecutions were suspended, pending the action of the 
City Council on the order passed by the Board of Aldermen, 
requesting the Inspector of Buildings to suspend the enforce- 
ment of the conditions of the ordinance, during such time as 
may be necessary to enable him to investigate the merits and 
efficiency of the various smoke-consuming devices on the 
market. 

In this connection this apparent fact was conspicuous, — 
that large volumes of smoke emanated from locomotives 
entering and leaving the city when under full head of steam. 
If the smoke nuisance is to be eliminated, I think this fact 
worthy of your consideration. The same rule should apply 
to locomotives using bituminous coal for generating steam 
within the city limits. 

In conclusion, [ am forced to state that’ no device has yet 
been put upon the market, or at least into operative condi- 
tion, that is capable of curing the evil complained of; and I 
am further forced to the conclusion that in order to accom- 
plish the purpose, certain details of construction, looking to 
this end, must be incorporated into every furnace before 
success can be obtained in the consumption of smoke; and 
under the present ordinance our citizens must return to the 
use of anthracite coal for the purpose of generating steam ; 
and if this is the purpose of your honorable body I am pre- 
pared for the active enforcement of the present ordinance. 

I have the honor to subscribe myself, 


Your obedient servant, 
JOHN S. DAMRELL, 
Inspector of Buildings. 


' In Common CounciL, February 2, 1893. 
Assigned to the next meeting, and ordered to be printed. 


Attest: 
JOSEPH O’KANE, 


Clerk of the Common Council. 
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STATEMENT 


IN REGARD TO THE 


PAVING DIVISION OF THE STREET 
DEPARTMENT 


SHOWING THE 


SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR 1892-98; AND THE AMOUNTS 
PAID FOR LABOR TO JANUARY 1, 1893; TOGETHER WITH 
THE REMARKS MADE BY PRESIDENT DAVID F. BARRY, 


OF THE COMMON COUNCIL, WHEN SUBMITTING THE 
SAME, 


In Common Covuncit, February 2, 1893. 


President Barry, having left the chair for the purpose, 
made the following remarks, Mr. Lyons, of Ward 19, pre- 
siding : 

Mr. President, I desire at this time to ask the indulgence 
of the Council that I might be able to place myself clearly 
before the Council in relation to that part of the loan bill, 
passed at the last meeting, whereby the Council, on the 
statements that I made, undoubtedly accepted them as true, 
and passed that part of the bill which stipulated that a sum 
should be reserved, namely, $300,000, for the Paving Divi- 
sion of the Street Department. In the meeting of the 
Board of Aldermen the esteemed chairman of that Board 
made a statement that he was unable to see where the 
department would be able to carry the number of men 
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now at work in that department with that sum, namely, 
$300,000. 

I have given some attention to this matter; in fact, I 
have given it a great deal of attention from the time that I 
read the statement. And I have been able to go through 
the many appropriations that were made last year, and to 
ascertain exactly the amount appropriated for the various 
number of streets, and the amounts spent out of those appro- 
priations for labor ; and I will now ask the City Messenger 
to give the members of the Council the document that I 
hold in my hand. Mr. President, in making up this list, 
I have taken every special appropriation which was made 
last year, giving the amount of money that was assigned to 
every appropriation, and the amount of it expended for 
labor; and I want the Council to remember this fact, that 
while last year the Council made an appropriation for the 
Paving Division of $850,000, that amount includes the 
amount for maintenance. It was for the general mainten- 
ance of the department, which includes everything which 
the department requires, both labor and the purchase of 
materials. 

We find in the many appropriations, commencing with 
Allandale street, Austin street, Baldwin street, and Beacon 
street, and going down thr ough the long list which the mem- 
bers will have upon their desks, the amount of money which 
was charged: up to those specials, the amount paid for labor 
being given in each case; and I want the members now to 
remember that these sums are additional to the $850,000 
appropriated for the Paving Division, and that these amounts, 


> 
being charged up to the special appropriations for labor, 


ran} 
practically furnished a nest egg for the department, so far as 
its current expenses were concerned. ‘The additional amount 
which those men worked out in the different appropriations, 
or the Ae dee charged up to the different appropriations for 
labor, was $254,557.70. 

Now, it is safe to say to this Council that, with the large 
borrowing power the city has to-day, somewhere in the 
neighborhood of $4,000,000, we will make appropriations 
this year for street improvements, probably as large as were 
made last year; but, providing that we do not make them 
as large as we did last year, we will be able to make appro- 
priations large enough so that the department can charge up 
labor to those special appropriations, and the $300, 000 for 
the Paving Division will practically be a nest egg, and they 
will be able to hold that $300,000 in reserve, until the proper 
time comes for them to use it. In other words, gentlemen, 
the special appropriations will furnish work enough to keep 
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those men at work, when we make our special appropriations 
for street purposes, along into June, July, August, Septem- 
ber, and October. 

And I want to say now, standing in my place here, that 
if all the work in the department that is now under the 
head of special was done by the work of those men em- 
ployed in the Paving Department, and none of that work by 
contract, that the Paving Department would not have to ask 
for any appropriation of money for those unemployed in the 
department; that the special appropriation alone, and the 
amount of work they would have to do, would be more than 
ample to keep the men employed in the Paving Department 
the whole year. 

Now, we will take into consideration the number of men 
employed in the paving division. Taking the men who were 
employed there at the rate of $2 a day, we find, taking 
the months of October, November, and December of last 
year, and January of the present year, that the average 
number of laboring men employed in that department 
would be 625. Now, allowing that each man worked every 
day in the year, the cost of maintaining that division on that 
basis would be $390,000. Taking that at $390,000, with the 
$300,000 reserved that cannot be used for other than labor, 
we are only $90,000 out of the way; if it might be put in 
that form. | 

But I desire to call the attention of the Council still fur- 
ther to the fact that in the appropriation bill we have also 
stipulated: “ And the City Auditor is hereby authorized to 
transfer from time to time, upon the request of the Superin- 
tendent of Streets, with the approval of the Mayor, such sums 
as may be needed from any one of the appropriations above 
made for current expenses of the Street Department to any 
other appropriation for current expenses in the same depart- 
ment.” 

Now, we also give them $550,000, in addition to the $300,- 
000, and if the Superintendent saw that he was $90,000 
short in the amount allowed for labor, he would simply have 
to make a request, and the Mayor undoubtedly would grant 
it, to transfer $90,000 for that purpose, even if the $90,000 
was not provided by loan. There would be sufficient money 
in the $550,000 to transfer such an amount from it, if neces- 
sary, because the amount necessary to run the division above 
the amount of $300,000 that is reserved for labor, aside from 
the amount required for material, would only be, including 
the salaries paid to the foremen, sub-foremen, and all those 
people in the division, somewhere in the neighborhood of 
$80,000. 
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So, gentlemen, you can see readily that there would bea 
vast sum for material, if it were all to be used for material. 
But I contend, Mr. President, that in the loans that will be 
made this year — and I am willing to place myself on record 
as saying this—that in the amount for special improve- 
ments there will be charged up, and ought to be charged up, 
the same proportion for labor that was charged up last year. 
Now, there have been many streets for which appropriations 
have been made where there has not been anything charged 
up for the payment of labor. The work has been let out by 
contract, and the result is that the whole appropriation has 
been used, without there being any portion set apart for 
labor. Much of this work could be done by city employees, 
thereby increasing the amount of work which it is possible 
to furnish these men; and I desire to say, and place myself 
on record, that from my experience as a member of this 
government, I am fully convinced that there will be ample 
provision, on the basis of the reserve of $300,000, with the 
additional amounts we will appropriate for street improve- 
ments in the various aldermanic districts later, by loan, to 
meet the deficieney. 

But I want to impress upon the members of the Council 
this fact fully, that, with the months of July, August, Sep- 
tember, October, November, and December of last year, 
and January of the present year, the average for those seven 
months, the busiest months in the year for paving work to 
be done, would be six hundred and twenty-five men, and at 
$2 per day, the pay of those men for the year would be 
$390,000. While my friend, the chairman of the Board, 
has stated that it would be $600,000; I don’t know on what 
he bases his figures, and I have reason to believe he was 
misled in making the statement. I have given this matter 
some attention, having felt as though I owed the Council an 
explanation in the matter, in view of the statement made by 
the chairman of the Board of Aldermen. 


The statement which President Barry referred to in con- 
nection with his remarks, was as follows: 


STATEMENT OF SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS. 


Pavine DIVISION. 


Special Appropriations, 


Allandale street 

Austin street. 

Baldwin street, Ward 4 

Beacon street : : 

Beacon st., Dartmouth st. 
to West Chester park 

Beacon street, West Chester 
park to Arlington street . 

Bolton street, Second street 
to D street 

Boston st., Andrew square 
to Mt. Vendor street 

Boylston street, Church 
street to Arlington street 

Brent street 

Bristol street 

Bunker Hill street, haan 
Pearl and Sackville sts. 

Buttonwood st., Mt. Vernon 
BEetLO Locust: st.” : : 

Centre street, Ward 23 

Chardon street . 

Charles street 

Cherry street 

Chester square, Washington 
street to Tremont street . 

Chestnut avenue, Ward 9 . 

Childs street 

City wood-yard, Commer- 
clal street 

Commonwealth avenue,con- 
struction 

Commonwealth ave., West 
Chester park to Arling- 
ton st. 

Conant street, macadamizing 

Cornwall street, laying out 
and constructing 


Loans and 


Appropriations. 


$3,770 
4,000 
4,807 
10,000 


40,000 


121 
241,233 
1,396 
7,500 
1,000 


1892-93, and Amounts paid for 
Labor to January 1, 1898. 


Amount paid 
for labor. 


$9 957 
1,230 
2.667 
1,457 


5,123 


1,346 
1,511 


639 
1,013 
427 


1,345 


704 
652 
703 
2,632 
36 


994 


276 
1,928 


44,282 


590 
982 


59 
) 
49 
25 


79 
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Davis street, asphalt . 
Dearborn st., between Eus- 
tis and Dudley streets 

Decatur street, Ward 16 
Dorchester avenue, paving, 
Wards 15 and 24 . 
Dorchester street, Ninth 
street to Broadway 
Dudley st., between Blue 
Hill ave. and Shirley st., 
Dudley street, Washington 
street to Vine street 
Dudley street, Dennis street 
to Brook avenue 5 
East Fifth street, between 
L and N streets 
Edgestones, Ward 21 P 
Kighth street, L to O street, 
edgestones, ete. : 
Eliot street, Tremont street 
to Park square 
Ellery street . 
Falcon st., macadamizing . 
First street, Ward 14 
Florence street, asphalt 
Fulda street, macadamizing, 
Geneva avenue, grading 
Harvard street, Washington 
street to Albany street 
Haviland street. 
Hawes street 
Heath street, widening, Ha 
Peay at construction . 
Horace and Homer streets . 
Houghton street, macadam- 
izing 
~ Hudson street, asphalting : 
Hunneman street, grading 
and constructing 
India street, paving . 
K street, between Br oadway 
Paeirsceircet 


Loans and 


Appropriations. 


$3,000 


2,066 
3,074 


125,000 
12,000 
7,600 


(21 


00 


91 
AT 


00 
oe) 
64 


61 


Amount paid 
for labor. 


$351 


415 
99 


35,945 
3,770 


1,664 


27 


48 
(Ge 


Ol 
62 


02 


66 
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L street, grading, ete. 
La Grange street 
Lexington avenue 
Longwood ave., Parker st. 
to Huntington avenue 
Lynde street : s 
Magazine st., between E. 
Chester park and Norfolk 
avenue . : : : 
Medford st., Lexington st. 
to Ghilses street 
Medford st., between Main 
and Quincy streets 
Mercer street, Dorchester 
street to Eighth street 
Minot street 
Motte street, asphalt 
Murdock street . A 
Ninth street, Old ite hor 
street to N street 
North Margin street, con- 
struction 
Parker street, Huntington 
and Teailandaveniies 
Poplar street, regulating 
Randolph street 
Rutherford avenue, paving, 
Sawyer avenue. 
School street 
Seattle, Hopedale, Windom, 
and Ser anto streets 
Second street, B and D sts. 
Second street, Dorchester 
tosbstreeg. |). ; 
Seventh street, D to E st. 
Shirley street 
Short street, West Roxbury 
Silver street, A to D street 
Smith street, constructing . 
South Margin st., between 
Pitts and Prospect sts. 
Stanhope street . 


Loans and 


Appropriations. 


$19,341 


03 


5,000 00 


2,500 


407 
396 


1,574 
1,031 
2,162 


945 
1,599 
1,500 

993 


6,536 
7,214 


580 
3,000 
6,000 
5,696 
4,000 
4,500 


00 


88 
vA 


7 


Amount paid 
for labor. 


$351 
1,032 
186 
100 
244 
829 


609 


90 
70 
30 
00 
85 
00 


53 
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Stanton street . 

Stillman street, paving 
Story street 

Street Improvements, A 


e 
I 


dermanic District No. 1 
66 66 6é ) 
66 66 66 3 
6é 6é 66 4 
6 x3 66 5 
6é 66 66 6 
66 66 6% a4 
66 66 66 8 
66 66 66 9 
66 66 « 10 
66 66 Sa hols 1 
66 66 cs. 1 9 
‘Aver Ale 
3 66 66 13 
66 66 66 93 


Terrace street, paving 
Thacher street, Charles- 
town to Endicott . 
Tremont street, between 
Roxbury crossing and 
Huntington avenue 
Tuttle street 
Vinton street, acannon 
ing 
WwW alnut avenue . 
Warren street and pine 
Hill avenue . 
Warren st., granite blocks: 
Warrenton Betreart from 
Washington street, etc., 
Washington st., Boylston 
street to Adams square, 
Washington street, between 
Florence and Davis sts., 
Way street, paving ; 
Wenham st., construction . 
West Chester park 


Loans and 


$4,000 


Appropriations. 


00 


00 
00 


) 93 


00 


14, 196 47 


Amount paid 
for labor. 


$1,648 


81 


93 


STATEMENT OF SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS. 9 


West Newton st., between 
Washington street and 
Shawmut avenue ! 

Worcester square, Wash- 
ington st. to Harrison ave. 

Worthington st., edgestone, 
etc. 


Loans and 
Appropriations. 


$4,300 00 
1,600 00 
4,000 00 


NSS ESS Ae 


$1,175,180 37 


Amount paid 
for labor. 


$66 35 
1Q 22 


1,818 75 


en ee ee? 


$254,557 70 


In Common Councit, February 2, 1893. 


The above statement was laid on the table, and ordered to 


be printed. 
Aitest : 


JOSEPH O’K ANE, 
Clerk of the Common Council, 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE 


ON 


RULES AND ORDERS OF THE COMMON 
COUNCIL. 


In Common Councin, February 9, 1893. 


The Committee on Rules of the Common Council, ap- 
pointed to report what changes, if any, are necessary in the 
rules of that body, having attended to that duty, submit 
herewith the accompanying draft. The changes which the 
committee recommend in the present rules are indicated as 
follows, namely : 

Rue 1. Strike out the last clause, providing for a roll- 
call. 

Rue 14. Strike out the clause providing for a report on 
the calendar, of matters referred to committees. 

The rule stipulates the time within which reports shall be 
made, and the printing of the list of matters before com- 
mittees appears to be useless and an unnecessary expense. 

In Rule 17 the following changes are made in the order of 
business: insert as second in the list “ Messages from his 
honor the mayor, reports of city officers, and other com- 
munications addressed to the council.” 

Strike out the seventh and eighth in the list, and renumber 
the list as made necessary by the changes. 


Respectfully submitted, 
For the committee, 
FranK A. TEELING, 
Chairman. 
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RULES AND ORDERS OF THE COMMON 
COUNCIL. 


Rute 1. Unless otherwise ordered from time to time, 
the regular meeting of the common council shall be held 
on every Thursday, at half-past seven o’clock P.M., and, 
on the appearance of a quorum, the council shall be called 
to order. In the absence of the president the oldest senior 
member present shall take the chair, and a president pro 
tempore shall be chosen by ballot; and, if an election is not 
effected on the first trial, on subsequent trials a plurality 
vote shall elect. 


PRESIDENT. 


Rute 2. The president shall appoint and announce all 
committees, unless otherwise ordered, and shall communicate 
his appointments to the council at the meeting following 
such action, if not made during a session. All vacancies 
upon committees shall be filled in the manner of original 
appointment; and members so appointed shall take rank 
according to the date of their appointment, unless otherwise 
designated by the president. 

Rute 3. The president may at any time call another 
member to the chair; but such substitution shall not con- 
tinue beyond an adjournment. In all cases the president 
may vote. 

Ruiter 4. The president may make any rules that he deems 
proper to preserve order in the council chamber during ses- 
sions of the council, and he shall forbid smoking in the 
council chamber during a session. 


CLERK. 


Rue 5. The clerk shall keep a record of the acts, votes, 
and proceedings of the common council, and a separate rec- 
ord of all decisions of the chair upon questions of order. 
He shall have the care and custody of all papers belonging 
to this branch of the city council; and shall prepare a 
schedule of business in order for each meeting, in such 
manner as the president may direct. 

He shall draw up and send all messages to the board of 
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aldermen; and shall retain in his possession all papers until 
the right to file a notice of reconsideration has expired, and 
after such notice he shall keep the papers pertaining thereto 
until the right of reconsideration has expired. 


Conpuct oF MEMBERS. 


Rute 6. Except when otherwise provided, no member 
shall speak for more than fifteen minutes, and a further 
equal time if the council so vote. No member shall speak a 
second time on a question, if another member, who has not 
spoken, claims the floor. 

RuuEt 7. No member shall interrupt another while speak- 
ing, except by rising to call to order, in which case the 
speaker shali not lose his right. to the floor. 

Every member, while speaking, shall confine himself to 
the question under debate, and shall refrain from person- 
alities, and shall not refer to any other member of the 
council except by a respectful designation; and no member 
shall speak or vote out of his place without leave of the 


president. 
QUORUM. 


Rue 8. Whenever, on a rising vote or on a roll-call, a 
quorum does not vote, or whenever a member raises the 
doubt of a quorum being present, the chair shall ascertain 
and declare whether a quorum is present. If there is no 
quorum present, he shall immediately declare the council ad- 
journed. 


COMMITTEES. 


Rute 9. All matters relating to the elections of members 
shall be referred to the standing committee on elections, 
which shall consist of five members. 

Rute 10. There shall be a standing committee on 
judiciary, consisting of five members, who shall have the 
power to obtain the cpinion of the corporation counsel on all 
matters that shall be referred to them. 

Rute 11. All committees of this council shall be noti- 
fied of their meetings by the clerk of committees. They 
shall not sit during sessions of the council without special 
leave, nor be called on less notice than twenty-four hours 
from the time the notices are mailed by the clerk or de- 
spatched by special messenger, unless all the members con- 
sent; and they shall keep a record of their doings. The 
member first named shall be chairman, unless otherwise 


ordered by the committee, in which case the council shall 
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be notified of the change; and the same rule shall apply to 
the members serving on joint committees. 

The absence of a member from three successive, duly 
called meetings of any committee except on account of 
sickness or absence from the city, proved to the satisfaction 
of the president, shall be deemed a resignation on the part 
of such member from such committee, and the vacancy 
caused by such resignation shall be filled by the president at 
the next meeting of the council. 

The clerk of committees shall report at each meeting of 
the council all resignations effected by the preceding clause. 

Rute 12. Special committees of this council shall con- 
sist of three members unless otherwise ordered. 

Rute 13. No report of any committee shall be received 
unless agreed to by such committee at a duly notified meet- 
ing thereof. Such report, when presented, may be ordered 
to be printed, and shall then take its place among the un- 
finished business for consideration at the next meeting. 

Rute 14. Committees to whom any matter is referred 
shall report within four weeks, or ask for further time. 


COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 


Rute 15. When the council shall determine to go into 
a committee of the whole, the president shall appoint the 
member who shall take the chair. 

Rute 16. The rules of proceedings in the council shail 
be observed in committee of the whole, so far as they are 
applicable ; but a motion to rise, report progress, and ask 
leave to sit again shall be first in order, and shall be decided 
without debate ; and the previous question shall not be 
moved. 


OrDER OF BUSINESS. 


RuLe 17. At every meeting of the council the order of 
business shall be as follows : 

First. Reading of the records of the preceding meeting, 
if called for by any member. 

Second. Messages from his honor the mayor, reports of 
city officers, and other communications addressed to the 
council. 

Third. Papers from the board of aldermen. 

Fourth. Reports of committee on finance. 

Fifth. Reports of committees, which shall be called for 
by divisions in numerical order. 

Sixth. Motions, orders, and resolutions. They shall be 
read once and referred to their appropriate committees, or 


fa 
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assigned to the next meeting, unless the rules are suspended 
on a roll-call, in which case they may be given a second 
reading and passed. 

Seventh. Unfinished business of preceding meetings. 

Eighth. Notices of motions for reconsideration. 

Ninth. Motions, orders, and resolutions, which shall 
take the same course as provided in the sixth section of this 
rule. 

Provided, however, that not more than thirty minutes shall 
be allowed for the presentation of papers under the sixth 
order of business. Papers shall be called for by divisions 
in numerical order, and only one member in a division shall 
be recognized until each division has been called. 

Rute 18. All papers addressed to the council shall be 
presented by the president, or by a member; and, unless the 
council shall otherwise determine, they shall be read by the 
president, or such other person as he may request, and be 
taken up in the order in which they are presented. 

Rute 19. All ordinances, orders, and resolutions shall, 
unless rejected, have two several readings, after each of 
which debate shall be in order, and they shall then be put on 
their passage. Whenever the second reading immediately, 
follows the first, the document may be read by its title only, 
unless objection is made, 

Rue 20. No ordinance and no order or resolution im- 
posing penalties, or authorizing a loan or the expenditure of 
money, shall have more than one reading on the same day ; 
but this rule shall not apply to an order to print a document 
or to provide refreshments during a session. 


MOorIons. 


Rute 21. Every motion shall be reduced to writing, if 
the president shall so direct, and no other motion shall be 
entertained until a reasonable time be afforded for compliance 
with such direction. 

Rue 22. In naming sums and fixing times, the largest 
sum and longest time shall first be put to the question. 

Rue 238. When a question is under debate, the president 


shall receive any of the following motions, but no others : 


. To adjourn 

To lay on the table. 

To especially assign to a time certain. 
. To refer to a committee. 

. The previous question. 


Oe oo De 
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To close debate at a specified time. 
To amend. 

To refer to another board. 

To postpone indefinitely. 


oie eat ier) 


These several motions shall not be applied to each other, 
except that the motion to assign, refer, amend, or to close 
debate at a specified time, may be amended; and the pre- 
vious question may be demanded upon an amendment, which 
motion shall be decided without debate. When one of these 
motions has been made, none of the others, inferior to it 
in precedence, shall be made, and, in proceeding to vote, 
motions pending shall be put in the order of their rank, as 
above arranged. No motion or proposition of a subject dif- 
ferent from that under consideration shall be admitted under 
color of amendment. 

Rute 24. Whena matter has been especially assigned 
to be taken up at a fixed hour, or at a certain stage of pro- 
ceedings, such matter shall, at the time appointed, or at any 
time subsequent thereto, during the same or succeeding 
meetings, be in order upon the call of any member, and 
take precedence of all other business. 

Rute 25. When an order or resolution relates to a sub- 
ject which may properly be examined and reported upon by 
an existing committee of the city council, such order or res- 
olution shall, upon presentation, be referred to such commit- 
tee. When a motion is made to refer any subject, and 
different committees are proposed, the motion shall be put in 
the following order : 


A standing committee of the council. 
A special committee of the council. 
A joint standing committee. 

A joint special committee. 


Rue 26. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, 
provided business of a nature to be recorded on the journal 
has been transacted since a motion to adjourn was rejected ; 
and such motion shall be decided without debate. 

Rue 27. Debate on a call for the previous question, or 
on a motion to close debate at a specified time, or on a mo- 
tion to lay on the tabie, or take from the table, shall not 
exceed ten inutes, and no member shall speak more than 
three minut s. In such debate, however, the merits of the 
main question shall not be discussed. 

Rute 28. Any member may require the division of a 
question when the sense will admit of it; and any member 
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may move at any time for the suspension of any rule or 
rules. 


PREVIOUS QUESTION. 


Rute 29. When the previous question is ordered, the 
vote shall be taken upon all pending amendments, and finally 
upon the main question. 

Rue 30, All incidental questions of order, arising after 
a motion is made for the previous question, shall be decided 
without debate, except on an appeal; and on such an appeal 
no member shall be allowed to speak more than once, with- 
out leave of the council. 

Rue 31. The previous question shall be put in the fol- 
lowing form: “ Shall the main question be now put?” and all 
debate upon the main question shall be suspended until the 
previous question has been decided. 


APPEAL. 


Rue 32. No appeal from the decision of the president 
shall be entertained unless it is seconded; and no other 
business shall be in order till the question on the appeal has 
been decided. The question shall be put as follows: “ Shall 
the decision of the chair stand as the judgment of the 
council?” And it shall be deemed to be decided in the af- 
firmative unless a majority of the votes given are to the 
contrary. 


VOTING. 


Rue 33. If the president is unable to decide, or if any 
member doubts a vote, the president shall cause a rising vote 
to be taken on the question, without further debate. The 
president shall appoint two tellers for each division of the 
council, as fixed by him, who shall agree on a count, and 
report the result aloud to him. 

Rue 34. A motion that any pending vote shall be taken 
by yeas and nays shall be in order at any time, and no 
debate shall be allowed thereon, but it shall be passed by 
the assent of one-fifth of the members present. 

Rute 35. After the announcement of a vote not taken 
by yeas and nays, any member may move for a verification 
thereof by yeas and nays, and on such motion a debate of 
the original question, not exceeding five minutes, shall be 
permitted; and the yeas and nays shall be taken, provided 
one-fifth of the members voting shall so require. 
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RECONSIDERATION. 


Rute 36. When a vote has been passed, any member 
may move a reconsideration thereof at the same meeting, 
either immediately after the announcement of such vote, or 
whenever motions are in order; or if any member, who is 
not shown by a yea and nay vote to have voted against the 
prevailing side, shall give notice to the clerk, before ten 
o'clock A.M. of the next day but one foliowing that on 
which a meeting was held (except the final meeting of the 
year, or that preceding any adjournment for over two 
weeks), of his intention so to do, he may move a reconsider- 
ation at the next meeting at which said motion is reached in 
the order of proceedings. 

Rute 37. Debate on motions to reconsider shall be 
limited to thirty minutes, and no member shall speak more 
than five minutes. Whenever a matter has been especially 
assigned, a notice, as above specified, to reconsider any vote 
affecting it shall be considered whenever such special assign- 
ment takes effect. 

Ruitr 38. When a motion for reconsideration has been 
decided, that decision shall not be reconsidered, and no 
question shall be twice reconsidered unless it has been 
amended after the reconsideration ; nor shall any reconsider- 
ation be had upon either of the following motions : 


To adjourn. 

The previous question. 

To lay on the table. 

To take from the table. 

To close debate at a specified time. 


RESCINDING VOTES. 


Ruiter 39. After a vote has been refused a reconsider- 
ation, it shall not be rescinded unless two-thirds of the whole 
number of the members of the common council vote in the 
affirmative. 


ELECTIONS. 


Rute 40. All officers receiving any compensation from 
the city of Boston, who are elected by the city council, shall 
be chosen in this branch by ballot. In all elections by bal- 
lot the number of blanks cast shall be reported. Ballots cast 
for ineligible persons shall be counted and reported, but 
only for the purpose of ascertaining the whole number of 
ballots cast. If the person chosen is ineligible, the ballot 


shall be void and a new ballot be taken. : 
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SEATS OF MEMBERS. 


Rute 41. No person except a member of the council 
shall be permitted to occupy the seat of any member while 
the council is in session. ‘The seats of the members of the 
council shall be numbered, and shall be determined, in the 
presence of the council, by drawing the names of members 
and the numbers of the seats simultaneously ; and each member 
shall be entitled for the year to the seat bearing the number 
so drawn against his name, and shall not change it, except 
by the permission of the president. 


SPECTATORS. 


Rute 42. The city messenger shall allow no person upon 
the floor of the council chamber, or in either of the anterooms, 
except members of the city government and reporters, with- 
out the permission of the president; and, while the council 
is In session, no person except members of the city govern- 
ment and reporters shall be allowed in either of the ante- 
rooms on the easterly side. The president shall order such 
accommodations on the floor for reporters and spectators 
as he shall deem proper; provided, however, that no specta- 
tors shall be seated behind the members of the council. 

Rute 43. The council chamber shall be used for meet- 
ings of the council only, unless by special vote of the com- 
mon council; provided, that during the summer recess the 
president may allow the chamber to be used for public pur- 
poses, in all cases reporting his action to the council at its 
next meeting. The anteroom and large committee-room on 
the east shall be subject to the same rules; except that the 
president may allow committee-meetings to be held therein 
at times when the council is not in session. The clerk’s 
room shall be assigned to the clerk of the common council 
for occupancy and use. The anteroom between the council 
chamber and the clerk’s room shall be used during the 
meetings of the council to give access to the seats on the 
floor, and such other purposes as the president may direct ; 
provided, that smoking there shall not be allowed on the part 
of visitors. The general care and supervision of these rooms 
are hereby intrusted to the city messenger, subject to the 
direction of the president ; but no expenditure of money 
shall be made except by direct vote of the common council. 


REFRESHMENTS AND CARRIAGE-HIRE. 


Rute 44. No bill for refreshments or carriage-hire shall 
‘be incurred by any member of the common council, ex- 
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cept in the discharge of official duty, and all bills for 
refreshments, after being duly certified to by the mem- 
bers incurring the same, shall be submitted to the audit- 
ing committee as hereinafter provided. All carriages shall 
be hired through the city messenger, who shall obtain and 
verify the bills within twenty days from the date when they 
were incurred, and the clerk of committees shall furnish to 
the city messenger a copy of the vote, in each case, author- 
izing the use of such carriages. When the common council 
is in session at eleven P.M., the city messenger is directed to 
provide carriages to convey members and officials to their 
respective homes, if they so ‘desire. The president is hereby 
authorized to incur bills for refreshments or carriage-hire while 
in the discharge of his official duties. The prices paid for 
all carriages hired under this rule shall be in conformity with 
the rates established by the board of police. All bills so in- 
curred for refreshments and carriage-hire shall be charged 
to the contingent fund of the common council, and all bills 
for refreshments shall be audited, before presentation to 
the city auditor, by a committee of three members of the 
common council. Said committee shall satisfy themselves 
of the cerrectness of such bills, both as to authority and 
amount, and may require evidence before approving them 
for payment; such audit shall be completed monthly, on 
or before the twenty-fifth day of the month, and no bill 
shall be considered unless presented within three months 
of the date of incurring the same. 

The city auditor shall report in print every three months, 
giving in detail the bills allowed and the votes authorizing 
the same. 


REPEAL. 


Rute 45. The foregoing rules shall not be altered, 
amended, suspended, or repealed, at any time, except by the 
votes of two-thirds of the members of the common council 
present and voting thereon, and all suspensions of Rule 17 
shall be on a roll-call. 
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MESSAGE OF THE MAYOR 


ON SIGNING 


THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATION ORDER. 


City oF Boston, OFFICE OF THE Mayor, 
City Haru, February 13, 1893. 


To the Honorable the City Council: 


GENTLEMEN: The character of the annual appropriation 
bill, which I return herewith duly approved, seems to call 
for comment. 


ParRK AND ASSESSING DEPARTMENTS. 


The appropriations for these two departments are too 
small, as more fully appears in the communications from the 
Chairman of the Board of Assessors and from the Chairman 
of the Board of Park Commissioners hereto appended. 

As, however, I have been requested by the committees 
on Finance and Appropriations, sitting jointly, to see that 
enough is saved in other departments to avoid a deficiency at 
the end of the year, in case it shall be determined to transfer 
sufficient sums to these appropriations to enable the depart- 
ments to be managed upon the scale with which the public is 
familiar, I have decided to sign the bill as it came from the 
City Council. 


LAMP DEPARTMENT. 


The appropriation for the Lamp Department will, of 
course, necessitate a reduction in the price paid for lighting 
the streets ; and the Superintendent of Lamps has this day 
advertised for proposals. | 
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THE STREET DEPARTMENT. 


The appropriation for this department (namely, $2,228,000) 
was divided by the City Council into twelve items, as fol- 


lows: 


Central Office 

Bridge Division : 
Cambridge Bridges Disseoo : 
Watering Division 


Paving Division. 
For compensation of laborers and 
subordinates receiving $2.25 or 
less per day . : : . $300,000 
For other department expenses . 550,000 


Sanitary Division. 
For compensation of laborers and 
subordinates receiving $2.25 or 
less per day. : . $317,000 
For other department expenses koe, 000 


Sewer Division. 


For compensation of laborers and 
subordinates receiving $2.25 or 
less per day. : . - $288,000 
For other department expenses. 62,000 


Street-Cleaning Division. 
For compensation of laborers and 
subordinates receiving $2.25 or 
less per day. ; ; . $249,000 
For other department expenses. 41,000 


ee ee 


$20,000 
135,000 

13,000 
100,000 


850,000 


470,000 


350,000 


290,000 


$2,228,000 


This attempt to specify in detail how the appropriation 
for this department shall be expended would be disas- 
trous alike to the interests of the city as a corporation and 
to the employees of the department, were it not, fortunately, 


illegal and inoperative. 


ie append a letter from the Superintendent of Streets 
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stating what the effect upon the Paving Division would be 
of a literal compliance with the terms of the appropriation 
order. 

The appropriation for the Sewer Division is intended 
solely for repairs, jobbing, construction of catch-basins, and 
the maintenance of the main drainage works, including large 
amounts of coal and other supplies — in short, for the main- 
tenance of our sewerage system. The appropriation allowed 
for this purpose was $350,000, of which I am _ informed 
$150,000 at least must be expended for materials and 
supplies, leaving $200,000 for labor,—a sufficient sum for this 
particular purpose. The cost of new construction, both for 
labor and materials, is charged entirely to loans, and cannot 
under the law, as explained in a recent message, be charged 
to the annual appropriation for the Sewer Division. 

Instead, however, of $150,000 for materials, supplies, 
and salaries, and $200,000 for labor, the appropriation 
order as it reads would allow only $62,000 for all the 
expenses of the division, except for laborers receiving $2.25 
per day or less; while assigning $288,000 for the p: ayment of 
laborers of this class, although the actual amount required 
for all classes of labor is only $200,000. Such an appor- 
tionment would not only result in enforced idleness on the 
part of a large number of the Sewer Division employees, 
who would have no materials to work with, and a cor- 
responding waste of the public money, but would cause a 
considerable reduction in the wages paid to the em- 
ployees of this division. Many of these employees are 
highly skilled laborers receiving much more than $2.25 
per day. I find that about 43 per cent. of the total 
amount paid for labor during the year just closed by 
this division was to men who received more than $2.25 
per day. In other words, of the total appropriation 
of $350,000 the portion assigned to the payment of laborers 
receiving more than $2.25 per day should be $86,000, and 
the Chane for laborers under $2.25 per day, $114,000; 
making $200,000 in all for labor, and leaving $150, 000 
for materials, salaries, and supplies. The City Council, 
however, has been induced to appropriate only $62,000 for all 
bills, salaries, supplies, and labor in excess of $2.25 per day, 
or $24,000 less than the amount that it will be necessary to 
pay for skilled labor alone. 

Neither will it help matters to assume that the expenses of 
this division, either for labor in excess of $2.25 per day, o1 
for materials and supplies, can be met by loan; for, as ex- 
plained in my message of February 9, 1893, all moneys 
raised by loan must be devoted exclusively to construc- 
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tion and works of permanent improvement, and cannot be 
used for maintenance or other current expenses. 

The appropriation for the Street-Cleaning Division is open 
to similar objections. 

The amount expended in this division during the fiscal 
year just closed was $288,320.42, divided as follows: 


Labor under $2.25 per day . ; . $187,522 98 
Labor over $2.25 per day. : : at Ot 302 bh 


while the remaining $63,495.29 went for materials, supplies, 
teams, salaries, etc. The appropriation order, however, has 
allowed only $41,000 for items which during the year just 
closed cost the city $100,797.44. If this appropriation were 
to stand, it would be necessary to discharge most of the 
hired teams, to reduce the material and supplies necessary 
for the work of the division, and to employ a very much 
smaller number of men at wages in excess of $2.25 per day ; 
or else to reduce the wages of the employees of the division 
all around. 

The appropriation for the Sanitary Division has also been 
arranged in such manner as to paralyze the work of the 
department. There was spent last year for materials, 
supplies, teams, etc., $173,738.66, and for wages of men 
receiving more than $2.25 per day, $40,682.43, a total of 
$214,421.09; whereas the present appropriation order 
allows only $153,000 for these purposes. A compliance 
with its terms would therefore involve a reduction in the 
number of teams, a reduction in the amount of materials 
and supplies necessary for effective labor, or a reduction 
In wages. 

It is plain that if the department were bound by the 
manner in which the City Council has attempted to divide 
the appropriation for the Street Department, either the work 
would be seriously crippled and embarrassed or a large re- 
duction be necessitated in the wages paid for labor. 

The suggestion that these results could be avoided by as- 
suming that loans would in due course be passed by the 
City Council, which the Superintendent of Streets could rely 
upon in advance of their passage, is founded upon a gross 
misconception of public duty, and would be a direct violation 
of the ordinances. 

The Superintendent of Streets calls attention in his letter 
to Section 12 of Chapter 3 of the Revised Ordinances of 
1892, which prohibits heads of departments from incurring 
any expenditure or liability on behalf of the city until an 
appropriation to meet the same, together with all other 
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expenditures and liabilities which he intends to make or 
incur, and which are properly chargeable to the same ap- 
propriation, has been made therefor. 

So long as this administration remains in office, no head of 
a dep: tment will be allowed to violate this ordinance or the 
elementary principle of finance upon which it is founded. 

Under the present laws and ordinances relating to munici- 
pal loans, no borrowed money can be used for current ex- 
penses, and no loan for any purpose can be relied upon until 
it has been passed by the City Council and approved by the 
Mayor. 


THe LAw oF THE CASE. 


In the opinion of the Corporation Counsel, however, the 
appropriation for the Street Department is a single appro- 
priation of $2,228,000, divisible and applicable in such 
manner as the Superintendent of Streets and the Mayor may 
decide. The attempt to divide the appropriation up into 
so much for labor under $2.25 per day, and so much for 
other expenses, is to be considered simply as an expression 
of opinion on the part of the City Council as to how the 
total appropriation should be expended. ‘This expression of 
opinion, though doubtless intended for the benefit of the 
employees of the department, must, for the reasons stated, 
be disregarded. 

I noticed upon reading the debate in the council upon this 
appropriation order that there was considerable difference of 
opinion as to the right of the City Council under the charter 
amendments of 1885 to appropriate moneys specifically for 
labor, and that there was seemingly a conflict in the different 
opinions which had been rendered upon this subject by the 
different Corporation Counsels of the city during the past 
eight years. ‘These opinions are, however, all “consistent 
with that of the present Corporation Counsel hereto annexed 
(Appendix 3). 

The City Council has undoubtedly the right to specify 
how much money shall be expended by any department, how 
much of that appropriation shall be devoted to work or 
labor, and how much to salaries, materials, and other items 
of expenditure. By work or labor used in this connection, 
however, is meant, not day labor as distinct from contract 
labor, but work as distinguished from materials or salaries. 
The City Council can specify the objects of expenditure, 
but not the methods; it can prescribe how much of an 
appropriation shall be spent upon work or labor as distin- 
guished from the purchase of supplies, but it cannot indi- 
cate whether that work shall be done by contract or by day 
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labor. Much less can the City Council prescribe, directiy 
or indirectly, the scale of wages which shall be established 
by the department. 

In other words, an appropriation divided, so much for 
labor and so much for materials, would stand ; but the word 
“labor ” used in such connection would mean simply work of 
all kinds, whether executed by contract or by day labor ; 
while an attempt to indicate how this labor shall be employed, 
whether through contractors or directly by the department, 
and how much it shall be paid, would be invalid. 


NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES. 


This whole controversy seems to have arisen out of the 
mistaken idea, advanced by uninformed persons, that there 
~ had been a wholesale substitution of contract for day labor 
in this department, and that less men were employed directly 
by the department than in the past. 

The facts are that the total amount paid for wages and 
salaries by the Street Department in 1891 and 1892 was 
$3,071,169.73, which was $701,275.33 more than was paid 
in wages and salaries during the years 1859 and 1890. 

The total number of persons employed in the department 
at this time of the year for the past five years is shown by 
the following table: 


February 10, 1889, 1,612 
& T3890. Je E A; : . é 1,720 
x Ween as : : : ; 1,709 
i 1892, 1,980 
* 1893, 2,031 


Respectfully submitted, 


N. MATTHEWS, JR., 
Mayor. 
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APPENDIX 1. 


AssrEssors’ Orrice, City HAtt, 
Boston, January 24, 1893. 
Hon. NatHan MartTriews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: By the published report of the proceedings of the Board 
of Aldermen, it appears that the appropriation for this department 
has been reduced $5,237 below our estimates. This amount can 
not be saved unless the expense of our printing can be reduced. 
Our estimate for that item was $11,500; just $48 less than our 
actual expenditure last year. This large amount is beyond the con- 
trol of our department. The courts have held that assessors are 
State officers, and we must execute the laws of the Commonwealth. 
Kighty (80) per cent. of the cost of our printing was one item of 
more than $9,200, made necessary by Sections 9 and 10 of Chap- 
ter 351 of the Acts of 1892. Our estimates for other items of ex- 
pense are equally close, with no surplus for contingencies, although 
the Legislature seldom adjourns without enacting laws touching 
our department, which entail expense in their execution. As the 
city grows in population and valuation, the expenses of this depart- 
ment must increase. 

There is no alternative but a reduction of compensation for its 
officers and employees, who are now, for the character and amount 
of work performed, paid much less than the average of other de- 
partments. We would respectfully ask that our appropriation be 
restored to the amount needed for our work. 


For the Board of Assessors, 


THomas HI ts, 
Chairman. 


Assessors’ Orrice, City Hatt, 
Boston, February 6, 1893. 
Hon. NatHan MatrHews, JR., 


Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: To your request that the Board would indicate in what 
manner the business of the department can be conducted within 
the proposed appropriation of $137,000, and to what extent a 
saving could be effected, by the substitution of American for 
English paper for our street and tax books, we would say that 
our total estimate for stationery is only $3,000, and that the 
change from English to American paper for that part of our work 
where imported paper is used would result in a saving of about 
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#100, but with a consequent loss of time that would impede our 
clerks and delay the delivery of the tax bills, unless we should 
devise measures to expedite our work, at an expense largely in 
excess of that sum. ‘The effort to economize so far as material is 
concerned must be confined, as intimated in our communication 
of the 24th ult., to our printing account, and practically to one 
item of that account: the precinct books which the department is 
required to publish under the provisions of Sects. 9 and 10 of 
Chap. 351 of 1892. An interview by a committee of the Board 
with the City Printers brought out the fact that there was a 
cheaper way of doing the work than as it was executed last sum- 
mer. In the cheaper form the work for 1892 would have cost 
$5,800, as against an actual expenditure of $9,205. But our polls 
have increased 20,600 in the last five years, an average of over 
4,100 names per year. This is over three per cent. of our 136,- 
200 poll assessments (men) for 1892. Allowing for this increase, 
and the bill will amount to $3,200 less than the $9,200 which the 
work cost last year, and at which the item stands in our estimate 
of $142,237 for the current year. The printers stated that the 
work would not have cost exceeding $8,000 in 1892, if they could 
have had the copy early enough to finish it at the required time, at 
the rate of 150 pages per day. It will probably be possible to 
meet these conditions, and the form of last year is now estimated 
at $8,200 as allowance for increase. Sample pages are herewith 
transmitted, the highest cost (used in Boston in 1892) marked A, 
the cheaper (used in Worcester last year) marked B. There are 
absolutely no other items open to reduction, except those which 
provide for the compensation of our assistant assessors and clerks ; 
a class of gentlemen of whom we annually require more work than 
for the preceding year. If we have no alternative, our first reduc- 
tion should be in the compensation of that part of this class that 
is of the least importance, our second assistant assessors. Our 
first assistants and clerks are of too much importance to risk the 
efficiency of our department, by requiring of them more work for 
less pay. But rather than reduce the salaries of even our second 
assistant assessors, we should seriously consider if it is our duty 
to print this expensive work, unless the government give us the 
money to pay for it. The courts have held, in several decisions, 
that many of our laws relating to assessment are directory only. 
In a recent decision (Merrimack Manuf. Co. v. Middlesex, 152 
Mass. 372), Chief Justice Field, referring to a section that covers 
more than a page of the Public Statutes, said that ‘* Many of the 
provisions of Pub. Stats., Chap. 11, Sect. 53, if not all, are re- 
garded as directory.” In view of these decisions, and the fact 
that no penalty attaches to the non-performance of the work 
imposed upon the assessors (and which is not needed for the pur- 
pose of assessment), and the more important fact that the 
Registrars of Voters have a full copy of the matter in manuscript, 
arranged by wards, it would seem proper that this great expense, 
which produces nothing of use to our work of assessment, should 
first be considered, when reductions are demanded of the depart- 
ment; that it should be reduced in quality to come within our 
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appropriation; and if the money granted will not permit its being 
printed in the cheapest form, that it be omitted entirely, on the 
ground that there is no money to pay for it. 


Very respectfully, for the Board of Assessors, 


Tuomas Hits, 
Chairman. 


APPENDIX 2. 


BoarpD oF PARK COMMISSIONERS, 
Boston, January 28, 1893. 
Hon. NatHan MatTrHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 

Sir: Replying to your favor of 25th inst., we have to say that 
if the City Council adopts the recommendation of its committee 
to appropriate only $80,000 for maintenance of the parks during 
the next fiscal year, instead of $102,500 as requested by us, we 
can reduce our expenditures in three directions, as follows: Ist. 
In the care of plantations, roads, and walks. 2d. In the pro- 
visions for the comfort and health of the public. 8d. In reducing 
the police force. In making this statement we wish to have it 
clearly understood that every dollar of the $102,500 which we 
asked for is in our opinion necessary for the proper care of the 
parks, and the complete use and enjoyment of them by the public. 

Our opinion is that the care of plantations, roads, and walks 
should have the preference in the expenditure of whatever sum is 
appropriated, and in the other directions, reductions from our 
estimate can be made with least detriment to the public property 
by closing the buildings and gymnasiums, and omitting lights at 
night, as follows: 


Franklin Park : 
To close the overlook building . ; é .- $2,000 00 


Marine Park: 


Dispense with matron : j : ‘ : 300 00 

Omit lights : : ; d : : : 1,500 00 
Castle Island Bridge: 

Omit lights - . : , : , . 1,820 00 


Charlesbank : 
Close gymnasiums. ; ; ; : : 5,900 00 
Omit electric lights. ; : 1,200 00 


$12,100 00 
Our estimate also included cost of painting the iron 
pier in Marine Park, which can also be omitted . 1,200 00 


$13,300 00 
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We employed twenty-three auxiliary police during the summer, 
of whom we have retained thirteen for permanent duty. This we 
understood met the approval of the Common Council as expressed 
in the order of December 1 last. By relegating these thirteen 
men to service for six months in the year, and refraining from 
employing the other ten auxiliaries, we can reduce our expendi- 
tures about $11,000 more, thus making a total reduction of about 
$24,000, which would reduce our total expenditure for the year to 
$80,000. But, although it is better to economize in this way than 
to neglect the plantations, roads, and walks, we earnestly represent 
that it would not be a wise economy. 

The necessity for increasing the expenditure for next year over 
that of the current year arises from the fact that the property to 
be cared for has increased in extent, as, for instance, in the Fens, 
Franklin Park, and the Arboretum, there will be several miles of 
additional roads and walks to care for, and the new territory 
planted or thrown open to public use amounts to many acres. 

The provision of skating at Charlesbank, which has succeeded 
in an experimental way, will also require considerable expenditure 
— greater if provided at night. 

Below is a table showing the proposed increase of expenditure 
by items: 

Expended ‘To be expended 


in 1892. in 1893. 
Franklin Park . , : , » 913,815) 18%. $19.200000 
Arnold Arboretum. . ; ‘ 2,252 51 4,500 00 
The Parkway . ‘ ‘ : : 10,440 82 16,000 00 
Charlesbank : : ; ; : 9,058 79 11,000 00 
Charlestown and Dorchester Parks . 201 25 500 00 
Wood Island Park . : : ; 298 66 1,000 00 
Marine Park . ‘ ; : : 3,148 94 4,600 00 
Castle Island and Bridge . : 5 3,000 00 


$38,616 15 $59,200 00 
Park Police : . : ; pg t295682 025 e830, S00800 
Office expenses . 5 ; : : 6,781 52 7,900 00 


$75,079 69 $102,500 00 


Respectfully, 
BoarD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS, 


By T. L. Livermore, 
Chairman. 


\ 
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APPENDIX 3. 


STREET DEPARTMENT, 
City Hatz, Boston, February 7, 1893. 


Hon. NatHan MarTTrHews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: [ desire to call your attention to the fact that the rider 
attached to the appropriation bill, and passed by both branches of 
the City Council, provides for the sum of $300,000 only, to be re- 
tained for the wages of the employees of the Paving Division 
whose compensation is $2.25 per day or less. Section 12 of 
Chapter 3 of the Revised Ordinances of 1892 specially provides 
that ‘* no officer or board in charge of a department shall, unless 
specially authorized thereto by statute, make any expenditure or 
incur any liability on behalf of the city for any purpose or object, 
until an appropriation sufficient to meet such expenditure or liabil- 
ity, together with all other expenditures and liabilities which he 
proposes to make, and which are properly chargeable to the same 
appropriation, has been made therefor; nor shall he or it exceed 
any specific appropriation made for his department.” 

This rider having made a specific appropriation of $300,000 
for the purpose of paying employees of the Paving Division 
whose compensation is $2.25 per day or less, I shall feel obliged 
(unless receiving from you specific orders to the contrary) to re- 
duce the force of the division to correspond with the appropria- 
tion. 

The total number of men now employed in the Paving Division is 
six hundred and sixty-six, of which number five hundred and eleven 
men receive $2.25 per day or less, making a weekly pay-roll for 
this class of employees of $6,330.36. It will thus be seen that 
the specific appropriation of $300,000 will only enable the present 
number of this class of employees to be employed for forty-seven 
weeks. As it has been the policy of the department, in accord- 
ance with the terms of the ordinances, to conduct its operations 
on ascale proportionate to the appropriations made, I shall feel 
obliged to dispense with the services of forty-five men, in order 
that the appropriation of $300,000 may not be exceeded. 

It will be understood that the above statement is based on thesmall 
winter force alone, and that if we take into consideration the 
full force of the Paving Division, after the men working in other 
divisions are transferred back to this division, a much larger re- 
duction of the force would be necessitated. 

I am informed that the sum of $300,000 was mentioned in the 
rider to the appropriation with a view that a loan might be made 
in the future which would enable the employees of the division to 
receive their compensation from the money derived by loan; but 
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I do not feel warranted in assuming that such a loan will be made, 
and I see no way to conduct the operations in this department in 
accordance with the terms of the ordinances, except by a suspen- 
sion, as above stated. In case a loan should be made in the 
course of the next few months, the suspended men could return to 
work. 

Respectfully submitted, 


H. H. Carter, 
Superintendent of Streets. 


APPENDIX 4. 


City oF Boston, 
OFFICE OF THE CORPORATION CouNSEL, February 4, 1893. 


Hon. NatHan Matruews, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: My attention has been called by you to the appropria- 
tion orders just passed by the City Council, and my opinion asked 
as to whether all the items of that part of the bill which makes 
appropriations for the different branches of the street department 
are legal and in proper form. JI understand that the particular 
items referred to are these: 


Pavine DIvIisIon. 


For compensation of laborers and subordinates receiv- 
ing $2.25 or less per day ‘ : : ‘ . $300,000 


SANITARY DIVISION. 


For compensation of laborers and subordinates receiv- 
ing $2.25 or less per day ; : : ; . $317,000 


SEWER Division. 
For compensation of laborers and subordinates receiv- 
ing $2.25 or less per day ; : d . $288,000 
STREET-CLEANING Dtviston. 
For compensation of laborers and subordinates receiv- 


ing $2.25 or less per day ; ‘ : : . $249,000 


By the amendments of the city charter, passed in 1885, the 
executive power of the city government was separated from the 
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legislative, and was placed in the Mayor, to be exercised through 
the heads of the different departments. In order to make certain 
that the legislative branch should not encroach on the executive, 
it was provided, among other things, that ‘* Neither the City 
Council nor either branch thereof, nor any member or committee 
thereof or of either branch thereof, shall directly or indirectly take 
part in the employment of labor, the making of contracts, or the 
purchase of materials or supplies,” and it becomes necessary, in 
deciding the matter submitted to me, to consider whether the 
limitations of the expenditure of the appropriations for the paving, 
sewer, sanitary, and street-cleaning divisions of the Street 
Department are in contravention of this provision of the city 
charter. 

Under the provisions of these several appropriations, if valid, 
the Superintendent of Streets cannot employ men at a_ higher 
rate than $2.25 per day, and pay them from these appropriations. 
That is, the City Council tries to fix by these items of the bill a 
maximum rate of wages for laborers in the different branches of 
the Street Department. In the sewer department there must be 
frequent occasion to hire masons and other mechanics, and in the 
paving division pavers, none of whom could be hired and paid 
from these appropriations unless they would agree to work for 
$2.25 a day or less. Undoubtedly other funds are appropriated 
for the Street Department from which employees may be paid, but 
the appropriation bill in its present form seemingly establishes a 
precedent for the City Council’s fixing in an appropriation Dill 
either a maximum or minimum rate of wages for city laborers. 
This Council may have been liberal in its ideas of a maximum rate 
of wages for laborers; the next City Council might be less liberal 
and make an appropriation for laborers paid less than $1.50 a 
day ; the next one might be still more liberal and make an appro- 
priation for laborers to be paid not less than $3.00 a day; and in 
this indirect way each City Council would be enabled to take part 
in the employment of labor by fixing every year the rate of wages 
to be paid by tie departments. The City Council, being pro- 
hibited by the city charter from taking part, directly or indirectly, 
in the employment of labor, has no authority to make an appro- 
priation for laborers receiving $2.25 per day or less, and the items 
in the appropriation order containing such limitations would be 
illegal, were it not for the fact that the appropriation for the 
Street Department is an entire appropriation of $2,228,000, which 
the City Council divides into different sub-appropriations, giving 
authority to the City Auditor to transfer, upon the request of the 
Superintendent of Streets, with the approval of the Mayor, from 
any one of these sub-appropriations, to any other current expense 
of the Street Department. ‘That is, having indicated its idea of 
how the money should be spent, the City Council gives the execu- 
tive authority to expend the whole $2,228,000 appropriated for 
current expenses of the Street Department for any current ex- 
pense of that department. 

You enquire of me as to whether the City Council can legally 
appropriate a specific sum for labor in the Street Department. If 
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you mean to ask, can the City Council make an appropriation 
of a specific sum for the employment of laborers or any class of 
laborers, I reply, No. If the word ‘‘iabor” is used in its ordi- 
nary signification as synonymous with work, then a more doubtful 
question is presented, which I shall have to answer at some length 
in order to make my meaning clear. By Section 10 of Chapter 27 
of the Public Statutes, which is the statute authorizing appropria- 
tions for the making and repair of town ways and highways, money 
cap be appropriated for labor and materials to be used in making 
and repairing town ways and highways. It follows, therefore, 
that the City Council can make a specific appropriation for labor 
or work and materials to be used in making or repairing the 
streets. It can probably, although this is more doubtful, make a 
specific appropriation for labor to be done on the streets, if, in the 
same appropriation bill, there is an item appropriating for materi- 
als to be used in such work a sufficient amount, so that the sur- 
veyors of highways will not be hampered in performing their 
statute duty of expending the money so appropriated in keeping 
all the streets and ways in Boston reasonably safe and convenient 
for public travel. The State has imposed upon cities and towns 
the duty of keeping all the ways therein reasonably safe and con- 
venient for public travel. Section 3 of Chapter 52 of the Public 
Statutes provides that towns shall grant and vote such sums of 
money as are necessary for making and repairing highways and 
town ways, and such money shall be carefully and judiciously ex- 
pended in making and repairing said ways by the road commis- 
sioners or by the surveyors of highways. ‘This statute makes 
highway surveyors public officers charged with a public duty, and 
a town or city cannot, by the form of its appfopriation, take away 
the discretion vested in the highway surveyors, to carefully and 
judiciously expend the money appropriated. It follows, therefore, 
that the City Council cannot legally make an appropriation which 
directs the Mayor and Superintendent of Streets, who have now 
by statute the executive powers of surveyors of highways, to em- 
ploy laborers by the day or to let out the work by contract. It 
can only, by some apt form of words, appropriate money to be 
expended by the executive branch for work or materials used in 
making or repairing the streets. 

Before the amendments of 1885, when the Board of Aldermen 
were surveyors of highways, the City Council could not direct in 
any way how the money appropriated for the laying ont and 
repair of streets was to be spent; the town meeting could not 
direct the surveyors of highways as to how they should expend 
the money the town had appropriated for highways. Much less 
since 1885 can the City Council legally limit the discretion of the 
Mayor and Superintendent of Streets as to whether the labor on 
the streets should be done by workmen under the direct super- 
vision of the Superintendent of Streets or by laborers under 
a contractor hired to do the work which the City Council had 
directed to be done, and had made an appropriation for. 

This question has been considered by my predecessors,— by Mr. 
Healy, by reason of disputes between the Board of Aldermen 
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and the Common Council, prior to 1885, and since that time, by 
Messrs. Nettleton and Richardson, in connection with the proper 
form of appropriations for the making and repair of streets,— and 
the uniform current of all their opinions has been in the direction 
which I have indicated above. 


Very truly, 


Tuomas M. Basson, 
Corporation Counsel. 
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B O Ss oT O N LA 
CONDITA 4D. 
Aa abs 


AUDITORS MONTHLY EXHIBIT. 


GENERAL AND SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS 


1893-94. 


AUDITING DEPARTMENT, 
. Crry Hauxu, Boston, February 11, 1893. 


Hon. Natuan MATTHEWS, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: The undersigned, in compliance with Chap. 7, 
Section 9, Revised Ordinances of 1892, herewith presents 
an exhibit of the General and Special Appropriations for the 
present financial year of 1893-94, as shown in the books in 
his office, February 1, 18938, including the February draft, 
— being one month’s draft, — exhibiting the original ap- 
propriations, the balances brought forward from 1892- 93, 
the amounts drawn February ‘ay the total expenditures 
and the balance of each appropriation unexpended at that 
date; also a statement of the Debt, Sinking-funds, and 
borrowing capacity of the city, January 31, 1893. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JamMES H. Dopaer, 


City Auditor. 


Crty Document No. 59. 


#9 LOF FPP Ss 


*ponsst jou 
4nq pozioqyne 
suvo'y 


T9 OZT°LL 
ZL LFEG‘OL 


86°S00°G% 


ce ¢egc'ceg‘T 
00 ZF8‘9LL'T 


ZL_006'9% 
00 FLS‘¢ 
se 016'¢9 
6L 909‘ 
GG 6F6°9CT 
OY &ez‘¢ 
00 00¢‘9T 
LE 6cF'9Z% 


$6 629‘ZET 
90 Z68‘0z$ 


*pepuedxouy 


soourlegd 


OG) ham, oe ee. 6. 


ee ‘@)6.- 0 [aie 


Ch SIS‘Ftz$ ; 


DLONLOL ParwslD?D 


ee A juowyredeq Satoo[[op 


quo 


~yuedaqT SodITUIWIOD, JO YAIO 
* quowzivdaq Josuesseyy AYO 


ce G9o'GPL : 


2 OOo 0. 8) Care ha 


Se 


spuog poiny 


tN yo. uondurepey JO ys0g 


19490 


rye MonssTY jo tondmapoy 


todoig 


199d AND Jo uonduspey 


* * ojeq 0} syuom yg 


"Jo Tondwepey * ‘sUvOT AYO 


* 4990.10}UT 


eh Ste a ees aS 
> syaemernbay iqeq AUwO 
Ph sosuodsg [eyuepluy 


° 


° Cue” Once 


S90}}1UL 


“Wop Julo Pr ‘puny ques ulyu0g 


61 909°S 


:[lounog AirD 


Sons - quounaedocy yaato AWD 
‘+ * voLleuy jo AlaAoo8sICy 


Aresiaataay WOOF WoONRiqealeg 


Ts 9F9'96$ 


I8 Z60°OF$ = {18 2600S §~—_ [eh OGs‘FEPF‘s$ 00 cuL‘eev'es |° te 
6S 6LF'L 68 6LF‘L 00 009‘F8 00 009°F8 ‘sae Cone 
8% 256 8% B96 00 006°LT 00 006‘TT Pc eee Ly 
GO 9SL ZO OGL, 00 0e1'Cz 00 0e1'¢ez cue) eens Tams, 
o .8 Fee)  -@ 07 ve et ee eo We ee ce c9c'ego'T 00 000‘0¢¢'T ye ers ore a 
0" .O.. . 6. 80. te ee 2)” 6.58. -@ 6, 6 NG SPSOLLT 00 ZFS OLUL ome ut athtet whee 
88 660°S 88 660°S 00 00008 00 000‘08 Fae ee ae 
00 921 00 921 00 00¢*¢ 00 00g‘¢ pedacia has 
ZF 620'F ZF 60°F 00 000‘01 00 000°0L telnet rs ie 
6) 0 Here > “orgs see ee 16. 6L 909'S si Se Fecha eMail ekhele ts camera oe te 
81 969‘FT SL 969°FT IS SF9°TLT 00 000‘¢L Bas SOh Sate 
0¢ £93 0G £92 00 00¢*¢ 00 00g‘¢ Sf AP ee a OM 
00 00¢°T 00 00¢‘T 00 000‘8T 00 000‘8T 1S ot Sane Oe 
GS OFZ'S ES OFZ‘S 00 002'8Z 00 002L'8% cop Katie Pewee 
10 OLS*F 10 OLS‘> 00 000°LST 00 000°2SL SP ome rotten 
£6 L098 #6 LOO 00 000°1S$ = (00 0001Z$ BAST stat Vt 
ee “UOT 
“P6-S68L LO “4yyeid SIOJSUBLT, S10JsUvL] 
“Ss}IpIIDM [VIO.L ‘ pue pur 4 
sainyipuedxq| Arenaiqey 76-c68T ‘$E-CEST UL 
suot ‘ 
aeamiae pensst savoT 


“MOI 


slojsuv.y, pur 


‘FO-S68L Sut 


-INp PoatToovel 


aNUdAY 


. 


* + * Jaljay ,S1sIpfog 

sosuodxy juasanuop 

* * preog jo solves. 
:UeULIep[Y Jo pavog 

*quowmpiededg Ssuntipny 

quowjirdsd Sulssossy 

* usmyiedeq yoouyory 


“TOA 
S1OJSULLT, 
puv 
*e6-Z68L Woay 
goouLvl[eqg 


SN OFLA Va de Ore acl 


“SNOILVIUdOUdIY AO LOALAO 


7 


Aupiror’s Monruiuy EXuHipsit. 


00 00¢'6L4$ 81 0¢s*ez1‘¢ 


ZL OFL'S6F 
66 686% 


89 LIS‘TT 
98 9ZL°T9 


29 80°C 

GL LOL‘F a 
00 000'F 

00 000‘F we ie Se ey bse 
16 PLS‘ FEZ 


00 000‘0ST 
00 00S‘ Téa 


00 000‘T 
16 e8P‘s 
Zo 080'FST 


; 60 802‘600‘T 
00 o00‘9s$ ~ sptacalieh af 


TS Z6S‘01Z 


FP 6FZ‘6S 


00 229°¢ 
00 ¢22' 


cee exe ERG. LAP PPP OP 


“ponssl 4ou *popuodxoug 


qnq peztioyyne 


suLvo'y soourlvg 


80 $62 ‘9FIF 


8% F0S‘SF 
LO G8 


Ze Celt 
+9 S1L‘9 


le L0¢°% 
6L SGZ 


one" 8 te Se eh e: 


09 F9G‘9L 


Zo F00'F 
81 616°¢ 
16 I6L‘FL 


6 LOTT 
9¢ 0¢1'S 


00 SLT 
00 Css 


18 Z60°0FS 


“V6-S68T 10fF 


sainpipusdx iy 


80 $62‘ 9F1$ 


8% F0¢ ‘OF 
10 S&% 


ZS 281 
#9 SLL 
Te L0e°s 
6L S&S 


09 #9¢°9T 


ZG F00°F 
8h 616'S 
16 T6L‘FL 


6F LOF'F 
9g OoL'S 


00 SLT 
00 SéS 


[8 Z260°0FS 


“qgZely 
Areniqoiy 


98 SPFI‘'s18‘sS 


00 zF9‘9¢e'os 


00 Stz‘She 
00 zz‘ 


00 00¢°ZI 
00 00¢‘89 
€6 IPS‘ LF 
Fo $96'P 
00 000°F 
TS 686092 
00 000‘T 
SP SePr‘'sl 
00 000‘0FT 


00 000°0Z0'T 


00 000'S1Z 
00 000°CF 


00 008°¢ 
00 009‘F 


Sr 06s*tsr'ss 


"SHIP2AD [CIO J, 


00 ¢tz‘ere 
00 ¢z2‘s 


00 00¢‘ZI 
00 00¢‘89 


00 000‘0FT 
00 000‘0z0‘T 


00 000‘¢1Z 
00 000°GF 


00 008‘¢ 
00 009'F 


00 Z1L°6Ez'Es$ 


*MlO.Ay 
S1OJSURL 


‘su0oly 
-eidoiddy 


Ce MO PENET ME Wack ah eis 


ot ee Fee «UO were 6 Sk is &6 Irs LP 
. . . . . . . . . . . ° ° . . #&¢ €96° F 
OOP 0 i @ 6? ) CO De eat o Ke se) “s)he 00 000‘F 


28 @ OP CE OT ey TET) CO ye OU Pe MeN Se Fat mere) oS 


So wie ei ae eee aT eu neg 


TM C8, LE ONE Ce ce ro Cole 
“WHOL “TUOTT “MOAT 
StoJsuvtT, — stoysuvty, pue SLOFSUBLY, 
pus ‘F6-E681 Bur ak 

6-681 Ur “INP PaaATooa1 *E6-ZEST MOAT 
ponss{ suvo'yT ONUdIAY soouu[eg 


“dHOANILNOO ‘SNOILLVIUCOUddV 


PLvVNsLOfL pawsDvyY 


quowmyiedaq durv'y 
soe eee ee © © anguyied 
“OC BUOSAOIT JO uonoodsuy 
7 es + + queuyiedeq 
wou baw AUN jo uonoodsuy 
* * qguowyied 
poe ssuIp|Ing jo wornoodsay 
aver OBBIO NAS poaoidmy 
“eydson AMO ‘ssurpiing MON 
* + g10}BAO/ TT 
puey [eaonipp Vv 
* * * * gasuodxo yuomjIEdad 
:quowmyiedaq yeydsoyy 
eis See aor Ube Org haeyon! 
"seqTeqo ‘gourjnqmuy [eiidsoy 
" * + 900139 WOMg pus 
puvysy s,dojep ‘ssurpring 
‘+ * + sosuedxq Juomj}Avdaq 
> yuewmyivdeqd qyyeVoH 
‘Sac ace = =) 7 AUS UI LECOC moda 
7 Ss * Gog SurmoplAy 
‘apis uojsog ‘Ailoq YON 
sosuodxg juouniedag 
>quompirdad Ait 
‘+ * guomyivdedg Satieousag 
‘ojo ‘ssoq Aq sosvmeq- 
* sostedxo quasurjyu09 
* * * gosnedxe s.Y1a[D 
: [lounop uowWoD 
pinnsof gyGnoug 


*SNOILVIUdOUdAY AO LOALAO 


Bes oa 


Ciry Documunt No. 59. 


00 00¢‘8L1°z$ 


00 000°662‘Z 


00 00¢'61#8 


*ponsst jou 
gnq peziioyyne 
suvo'y 


89 FE9'06G'! 


SL 982% 
£9 SIFFS 


OF T9S‘9 
GL 1&1 

SL 19% 

96 199‘TOT 
86 9229 
08 FL0‘°6L 


#8 $99°00L 


G¢ 9LL‘cs 


6 1Z9'8Z 
BL OGg‘csL'ck 


i~ 


‘popuodxoug 


sovuvl[e” 


Lt 096'00z8 


LP 096'00z$ 


CL 6g‘ TELLS 


00 SZb 
LE 988‘9L 


LI gLF‘s 
OL &26 


OL 9ge'6 
#0 056 

CSc Tioy 
99 190°T 
80 Z¢ 


GL c0s’6 


#9 916‘¢ 


GO 81's 
80 £62‘9FLS 


“P6-S6ST TOF 


soinjIpuod xy 


00 SoZ 
LE 988‘9T 


Il sLP‘e 
OL S26 


91 988°6 
FO 066 


€8 I19‘T 
99 190° 
80 ¢ 


GL C086 


GO 818° 
80 $6z‘9FTS 


8L I10‘S 
00 000‘T94°T 


9F T9S‘9 
¢) ISL 

SL 19% 

96 199‘TOT 
60 GOL‘69 
00 099°08 


00 000‘0IT 
98 ¢L0°CT 

00 000‘TS 

00 O¢F'ZL 

Z9 OGL 


00 +F6'F 
08 LCO‘LST 


6L Se0'lP 


00 000°TS ‘ 
98 StL‘ZL1s°es 


00 Z60'Sh2‘Ls 


ee ee ee eat oe ele 


00 00008 
00 000‘0LT 
00 000‘0L 


00 000‘TE 
00 Oct ZL 


00 000°LST 


00 000'TS 
00 zr9‘9ec'es 


“Werd 
Areniqo sq 


‘S}IPOIO 1810, 


*mO1T 
S1IJSULL I, 
puev 
‘$6-S681 
suo 
-eridoiddy 


“WOAy 
S10[SUvsT, 
pues 
‘F6-S681 Ut 
poensst savory 


ee Oe 30s Coen F 


GL coc‘stc$ 


8 ILO'S 


oF T9S‘9 
G) 18L 

8L 19% 

96 199‘TOL 
60 GOL‘69 


6L es0'Tr 


98 Tos*cis¢ 


+e 


DADNLOL PAdhDY 


+ 9100 
“uy ‘pung aqeiyieyD solfog 
DE " sosuod xy quomjyivdaq 
:jJuswyieded e110g 
* emoouy ‘pany yoo.g sdifigd 
“eyes ots BPO ke Cele pe 
* uoyoniysu0y ‘yaeg oyqng 
: UM089/18T ‘syieg oqnd 
ah * 7° Syste ONGN 
oSuname * sosmodxg quowyaedaq 
2 jaowpeded yavg 
e . e s . e . . ° quou 
4 ivdoq 100¢f ou} yo SUL9AS.1DAQ 
“°° -queu 
qredeq he) edoy yunoyy, 
"et 2oAvTy 
* Jueunindead joy1eyy 
uo Yysiig ’ ON. ‘WOOY SuIprayy , 
: pug qsoM ‘Areiqvy young 
* + + + sosuedxe juawyiedaq 
syuomyivdag Arviqry 
if * 4qoq UO 4s0.10}UT 
| ‘ * gosvurg puvy 
* * * TOTONAySUOD | 
FO'OLG'CH * AoAING Jo pavog 
‘ayep 0} sjusw Arg 
oo ii ches SAMA OETA O 
uononansuoy pue yno sutkey 
ss ss + quotmyiedeg Mey 
* pupnsof Ybn0Lg 


“MOLT 
Slojsuvly, pus 
‘F6-S68T SUT 
-Inp poAleoo1 
ONUdAd YY 


*mOIy 
SLIJSUBLT, 
pue 


*€6-Z6ST WoAs 
soouvled 


‘SNOILVIUdOUddY JO LOULAG 


‘GHONLINOO ‘SNOILVINDOUdIV 


s 


~Aupitor’s Monruny ExXnuisir. 


ton) 


00 00s‘sso*es 


00 000‘¢T 


00 000°G28 


00 000‘0¢ 
00 000‘0Z 


00 00¢‘811‘% 


*ponsst jou 
qnq poeziioyyne 
suvo'y 


#Z ¢18‘0z8*st 


98 ¢gc‘oce¢ 


966. 
896 LB 


000'¢% 
0% 699. 

69 Zo6'F 
FPF L 


6G GCF‘T 
BL 8z8'89 


0166 
81Z‘88 


cue OAT 
Tee'621 


ZZ FLO'LFE 
89 FE9'08c' 1s 


*popuedxeuy, 


soouLled 


69 LI9‘ZISss 


69 LT9°z1e$ 


86 9zF‘ Sel ‘6$ 


FL F9F‘S9 


#8 181‘ 


91 2G LL 
08 S9L‘LT 


68 OLL'S 
LF 096'00z¢ 


FL £9689 
#8 181s 


0S 669 


9L GZS IL 
OS S9L‘LL 


68 OLL'Z 
1 096'00c$ 


“P6-EO8T 10F 


so1nj[pusdxy 


“qyeadg 
£avnaqoyy 


00 000'¢Z9 


FS 962 
000'06 
000°¢% 
0G Z92‘T 
69 Zo6'P 
ttFL 


66 GCF‘ 
GL O6P'LL 


0166 
062‘88 
2018 


Seb 
000°ZI 


000°06T 
00¢° OFT 


00 
00 


19 PSL'6F F 
er cea‘ T6LsL$ 


00 260°e9s‘ss 


00 000'¢z9 


00 000‘06 


00 000°E% 


. 


00 000‘06T 
00 000‘°SFT 


00 000‘°SF ‘ 
00 260'EFa' Le 


‘BUPOIC [B10], 


*MOAy 


S.1OJSUULT, 


pue 


*F6-S68T 
‘suoly 


-viidorddy 


. 
e 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 


“MOA 
S19JSUBLT, 
puv 
‘F6-S68L Ul 
pa nsst suvoT 


mettonal 
SloysaRLy, puv 
+6-G68L Sat 
-Inp poalooo1r 
OnUdAd YY 


£6 FEs‘OLLs "te 8 8 psonsof parssDO 


" * * + sosuedxy yuounredacy 
“quomqiedeq: SUOLINYSUY ITQNT 
#8 962 “hind mee a NON DOG TOD, 
‘cee es ele e + + soguedxg yuoujIEdeqg 
:  quouj1edeq spunory o1qnug 
Sin ane thee tane phen lh te Cone BUOHBIGA[O) GN 
0G Z9%‘T rhe Ba "¢ Pavan‘ WOOL PABA 
69 ZoO'P ex fer as - - * yo quem 
-ofi1n]010 Z PAV AA ‘WUOOL PITAL 
66 FFF‘! * * 0} UOlTTIppe pue 
purl “e— esnoy-uonryg so1[0g 


63 CoP" I rs Gd at osnoy-UO!eIS O1[0d 
GL o6F‘ bh VR ee ee ae * qoo1ls 
Tynour Ea Sapling AIvVAQVT 
6F 0166 * * * sastoy oy 
[eyidsoyy ca Siesta OIL 
ZE OGz‘Sg Pi Pees “Ola. = Sta Tren 
“peasy ‘Juouniwdsg os. 
€6 ZOL'S * * * moog ‘og ‘alIg pue 
Suipling “quouyiedog ally 
. » . . ° e . . . . . . . . . . pug 
qWonN ae pue osnoy-oulsuq 
Le ec6'y "+ *4uouysy ‘osnoy-oulsugy 
00 000‘ZL Nes. © “490118. TINO 109 
‘4s laseqo1od ‘Ssurpying AxIO 
scr ee sis s sfoogog ‘ssurpling oqng 
00 00¢‘T "+ + + gastadxgy juoujiuded 
: yuomy1edoT ssUuIpling [qng 
19 TSF "cos s queujindog sunuug 


e1L gos'sres ss 8 * pupmsos yybnoug 


eecona 
S1ITSUBLT, 
pue 
*S6-Z6ST WOIy 
890 UBLE 


“SNOILVIUdOUddY FO LOGLAO 


‘dHONILNOO “‘SNOILVIUdOUdd Vv 


Ciry Document No. 59. 


ES 


00 000‘6ez‘F$ ge LET‘zeL‘ors |sF Oco‘coFe sr ocotcor# jos Les*Ler'T1$ |00 LFO'GoOS‘oT$ 
68 C6) e e e ° . . e . e e ° e e 6g C6) . ° . . . ° . 
00 OOL e . e e e ° . . ° e e e e 00 00L e e e e . e . 
00 000‘ST o.oo ey See “erent @ “er ew "6 #8 a Toe nel else "Se 2) (om OF 2 0 Lele weariness inae ae 
00 000‘¢L 6 Gia? "Soke @ «tea high G68 B- 4. an.0L Le +O: 0 ew ay Ye. sal 8” 6 Le. aa He! 8 8 ws ge Oe e 
LZ OFZ ‘OL 0) Oh gt 7a 0 Fie) »'e a, 6) el Ke A ee LZ 9FZ‘OL ‘6 6 <@ Be seo 
00 000'¢9 €0. LL3‘T ahs Oo aie Mite ale A ie eee Ct pw PAL a6 Rae Se SNS 
9% GzL‘ee 66 If 66 IP eZ L9L‘e¢ aS Geen ws 
90 9CO'T == (89 BET = (89 ET FL Z6L‘T Ber tg ae 
68 P9S‘FEO'L |19 SEO°6Fla 19 ¢S9°6FT 00 Ov0'FOS‘T |00 000‘FO8‘T 
00 Sc6‘Le Ce RC i See Se ae LAM NCR Cy LS C1) A 00 ec6‘L¢ 
99 620'SE rE OLF FE OLF, 00 00¢'ss 00 00¢'¢s 
26 SOL bP 80 96L‘T 80 96L‘T 00 00¢‘9F 00 00¢‘9F 
enr008 MM is Pen eae ea PA PORE rs 
00 000°¢Z owe Fis One fe) eI ve. @).6' 5.6 Vets Nae 0 se ee) we 6). ae e> 6) @. Nie wae 6 hele b) (eee 
00 000‘°F6 00 066, e . ° ° ° ° . ° . . . e ° 00 066 . . e ° e . . 
00 000°LEZ 0f LE0'6Z 09 86 09 86 06 681 ‘6% cg ck tes 
19 606‘F TO 164 10 l6L ZO OOL'S ee a As 
00 00¢‘'Z Ec 103°% ye ) or ore ° . . e ie oe ee ee 108% at) . e@ oe @ 
66 ZIS‘T SF OL SF OL LF esse‘T Fe pia ee 
00 000‘0F Td: GOO‘EL ° . ° ° ° . . - . . ° e e TL, c90‘SL . ry . ° ° . ° 
00 oos‘sso‘s#  |rz eis‘ozs’s# |69 Tr9‘zise j69 Iro‘zies = |ge gzr‘est‘6s [00 ze0'eos'ss 
miecona 
‘ponsst jou | Pepucdxauy | “F6-s68T 105 “yer ave 
qnq peztioyyne SHPO THIOL! Eg~cegT 
SUvO'] soouvleg jsoinyipuedxp | Arenaqoy ‘suon 
-elidoidd y 


"WOT 
s.10JSUUA J, 
pus 


‘F6-G681 UL 
ponssl suvo'yT 


98 061°Z688 


rt 8s pupMasof partsD?D 


68 G6 
00 OOT 


1Z 9FZ‘OL 
GO TLS 


eG LOL'cg 
PL COLL 


00 00S 


00 066 
06 ¢SL‘6zZ 
ZO O0LS 
S¢ LOSS 


Le Ege‘T 
IL ¢90‘ST 


Sp PEs‘'oLLs 


CA de, 


* * qOLdysiqy UOUIO A, 
“TW fasnoy-fooyag aBiMUBto 
" + TOOTPIS Hane ‘Peyssepy 
ree ee. pany “osnog 
"Tooyag UStH 19180 Y9.10q 
* + Sulpjing pur oys 
‘asnoy-[ooyog ysty{T uoiysug 
‘+ Saieder puv curser 
‘osnoy: looqog AUBULI unsny 
oh ye se ens LN LLG, 
‘osnoq-jooyo,g Arvwitg uqsoy 
* Ojo ‘ASNHOY-[OOYOy zissusy 
‘amloouy ‘pany TooyoS uosqiyg 
* + + sgsuodxo yuowjziRded 
S doIMUWOY jooyoY 
es redel hese DUN POstOsOeT 
se sss queurvdod Anstey 
toe ee ee ee eS QUOUT 
-yavdaq 81910 A Jo TonNBnstsoxy 
‘  *  gomIBN J9da1IG JO p.10903T 
STITH 1Of [OOYDY [ujuoIeg 
sfog 10f JooWNY [RJUaIeg 
* * * + eyrdsoyy] onvun’y MON 
paris] Buoy * [eyidsoy 
. * * * pur[st 
Buory Saud Sang sty 113991 
sso) s DUVlS] cuOry suey 
He hn th apr tbe Nr Te 
“UJ JO osnofT 0} UOHnIppy 
ss 8 * nupnsof 2YbnoL“g 


“WHOL 


slaJsuvly, pur 


*‘PE-S68T SUL 


-INp peatsoet 


anUudAdy 


* moat 
S1OJSUB.I T, 
puv 
*e6-Z6ST Wody 
soouvled 


“SNOILVIHdO0Udd VY JO LOGLAO 


‘IHONLLNOO ‘SNOLLVINAOUdIV 


| 


AupbitTor’s Montrariy EXHIBIT. 


_—_—_—_——— 


00 009‘ FFE‘FS ‘oP CTS‘ LS8LOLS| FF 189°COFS 
oF #60 ere 
adeio re oe 

09 OL Be ey he 
ee ary Tee Gens 
ar Zee Ae Berea 

00 009 Ae En oe eet ee 

00 000°¢% L8 788° 96 0S 
06 7#9 ae er me 4 
be co's SP ahs oe 
bb eac's intr mee 

00 000‘09 €L OL8‘TS aha piplecee 
canbe Bt Pa ee 
se Sees 
re aere hoe ere 
00 coF cee ee our 


00 000%6sz‘F$ igs sgL‘zeL‘ols|sF oco‘coFs 


“ponsst}00 | -papuadxaug | “F6-868T 105 
qnq peziioqyne 
suvo'y soourjyg | Seinypuedxg 


FF IS9°coFs 


96 0§ 


SF oco'cors 


! 
98 96L'S6z TES 00 LFO'GOS*OL$|* “2° * +e 


“qyerqd 
Axven1q 97 


98 6FL‘SF6S 25 8 6 punnsof par.ing 


Sh 6S he Surystainy “‘~OLYSIC opis 
“TlH ‘osnoq- [ooqgog Alewitiatg 
68 ZL19 cS - “ * * 90L8SIq opts 
“IIH ‘esnoq-jooyog Arewuitg 
0¢ OL See ee cas VOLTIST( [Meee 
‘oan ‘osnoy- Tooyos Aauvwiig 
Ch GhT Te ee Surystuiny § WUISIC uos 


“Tow * esnog-[ooyas Arewtig 

61 Z88 ; “ - & * + JoLjsIgi wos 
-rourg * osnoy- foousy Aww gy 

(+ ows 

Teaontppy “ornsiqn Avary 
[iq ‘asnoq- “1ooqas Aleut g 

€8 S16‘ Sulpying orysiq, AVAT 
“td ‘asnoq-jooyag AarvuL4tg 

96 FTS 20° =* 4 OAS TE on 
-ung ‘esnoy-fooysy Aaeuntg 

SE Feg's = a Secu 4001 SeanossOTY 
Ke) | esnoy-[ooyds Auvailig 

00 G6g‘e “_* opus] #5 OOS Gaga 
yooogd, ‘asnoy-[ooyog Aww 


€L OLS‘TE * TOOmos USTH Sy olueyooyy 
G6 LOF * * 4OLIsIq 90.101 g 
ranch trod dae IvWUBLy 
88 Z9T 7 +) Sulystaing ‘uowsng 
‘ON ‘osnoy- ooypg wane. 
18 6&F'S ‘ss * Sulping ‘aowyFALg 
"ON ‘asnoy- [ooyos TVOIUUCL 
00 OF 25s) 8 OVS OO LST 


“ON Sosnoq- fooqog AvurmuwTy 
98 061'268$ ct 8 * nupnsos ay bno“g 


CF F6¢ 
68 ZL9 PA OR, co PY EMP T o 
oo OL tah Pers PAT eo 
eh SFT aly aphate Megs Real 34 eee w sway sy 
6L Z88 Sa Te eee eee 
8 SI6'L Pee ast eral re ee A ier 
96 FFo SNS Be hee Ry ge 
se PS9'S] Megs Or ar gett eit, 
00 ¢6g°¢ y eite aetenyonn ea ate ads Wea a 
SL OL8°TS Sy Spiers! 6) calrel Pisaghets “e's 99 
G6 LOP Pree tra eee ew es ees 
88 Z9L ee eee ee eer ee 
Ie 6&F‘s PWS ta ne ete t ake vei8b We oe 
00 SOF eo etisl ony Rahs th ngieed she ye te 
98 LES‘LELTL&00 LFO‘GOSOT$|° °° et: 
sopntear, | gyal 

i Ne ee __, pue 

‘sn0n F6-G68T UL 

-e1idoiddy polissl suvo'T 


“MOAT 
SIOJSURIT, pue 
*F6-S681 SUL 
“INp poaatooor 
anudAdy 


“mOIy 
S1IJSUBIT, 
pue 
*$6-ZEGST Woy 
soouul[eg 


“SNOILVIUdOUdd Y AO LOALAG 


“CHONILNOO ‘SNOLLVINdOUdd Vv 


Crry Document No. 59. 


00 o¢e’sie‘ts 


Ze 9EZ‘190'ST¢ 


62 gc0‘stes 


62 Sz0'srok 


IS 612°609'ST# 


ee 


00 oo0¢‘eee*ZL¢ 


00 0006 


00 0¢6‘¢ 
00 008‘ST 


00 009‘FFS‘FS 


00 002'T 
1G 999 

$6 963'7S 
% S8L‘66 
GE SLPS 
CE SZL'ZEs 
OL 9LS°CSP 
0G cor ees 
6% 682‘ 

£9 O6F Ze 
cQ FSF SL 


08 6hF ZF 


o¢ 0zs's 
88 ZE9'6T 


LG F80'T 

ZS FE 

OF 698°LZ 

61 96S 

GP CIS*LSL‘OL$ 


OL 99 


1¢ ZOL 
6L T1Z 
GONT ZG) 
¢9 TL8°LI 
0€ €Z9°LT 
08 L6G‘°LZ 
tL OTL 
9g 60¢°% 
ce CIe'T 


tF 1g9‘cors 


LG Z9T 
61 LIZ 
¢Q 126°) 
cg 118 :L1 
0S ¢ 69" LL 
08 L6G‘ LZ 
TL OTL 
98 60¢'S 


eg Gig’, 


FF 1g9°coFS 


EG Z8L°8 
Ts FEg 


00 002'T 
Lg 999 

1G 61F‘2% 
00 000‘00T 
00 000‘06z 
00 000°0¢8 
00 000‘0LF 
00 000‘0¢8 
00 O00'SE 
00 000°EST. 
00 000‘0% 


OS 6FF SF 


00 006°% 
00 6¢6°6L 


Lg FS0°T 

Go Fe 

C$ 116‘1Z 

61 96S 

98 96L‘eca‘IL$ 


©. 16), Se Sie. ee: 
Tee a. es as ee 


00 000‘00T 
GO 000‘06z 
00 000‘0¢8 
00 000‘0LF 
00 000‘0¢8 
00 000°SI 

00 000‘EST 
00 000'02 


00 00¢°% 
00 S¢6‘6L 


00 2F0'C0s OL 


*ponsst jou 
qnq peziaoqine 
gsuvo'y 


‘pepuodxouy 


soouvlegd 


“PO-S68T 10s 


soinj}Ipusd xy 


“yyeid 
Areniqoi 


‘SWP2IO [B10 


etConas 
sloJSuBl T, 
pues 
‘F6- S681 
{ ‘su0on 
-eidoidd y 


mcacong 
s1oJsSUuvIy, 
pue 
*F6-G68L Ui 
ponssl suvo'T 


T8 61L°Sc0'T# 


ce 8 8 pupmnsos partsng 


e¢ 2818 
Ig PEG 


00 002‘T 
L¢ 999 
1S 61F'GS 


Oe aw OL res i a 


64 969 
98 6FLsres 


UMO}Y 
-LoJe MA 0} SOSPlI_ Surplinqoy 

‘ prvns 

‘esp 400.1]S-SS015 10D 
asplig 390.138-d0\s[ Log 
espa 300.138- -Ao[aylog 

© Wit ete OS DTIC MOTEL ee 
UOISIAL(T SULIOPE AA 
WOISIAI(] SULUBIID JOI13G 
UOISIAT(T Ta Mag 
‘+ + + goIstAiq Arejiaeg 
* 8 2s ss COPSPATCE ULC 
* UOISTAIC, SOS PLIq- espliq Wey 

* UOISIAIC] OSPLUg 

* + dO [eljdep 
:quaurjaedaq yeoig 
oRiviue No ya men 5)! = qnSviIe yy pue 
‘aepluoyg “eRIn jo senjig 
* + qaomjievdod spuny suryarg 
* 2 + e2* * quaujaedeg sain 
“seo pues sjysloAy Jo sulleag 
SULYSTaIny ‘QOLOSIC 
soulig ‘asnoy-[ooyog Avi g 

ign Sa 8 Saletan 1s BMS ‘oienbg 
avo ‘asnoy-jooyog Aavwmiig 
Ava pvoig Jo 
yVON esnoy: jooyog Arvwitg 
qoLUstq [2 
-MO'T fosnoy- -jooyoR AVL 

* psonsof 2YbnN0LT 


eee lee | eee 


ee Ter 


. oe. oF 


“mOIy 
SLoJsUvLT, PUL 
‘$6-G68T SUL 
-Inp poaleovo1 
anuUdAdy 


“mMOAT 
s1oJSUvLT, 
pus 
*S6-Z68L Woy 
sovUBled 


‘SNOILVINdOUddY AO LoALAH 


‘dHONILNOO ‘SNOILVIUCOUdd VY 


or 


00 o¢s‘sorFre 


00 000‘0¢ 


00 o¢s‘sLe‘Fs 


Aupitor’s Montuuy EXxuipit. 


*poussT jou 
qnq pozLioyyne 
suvo’] 


TS $0Z‘LZzelF 


oro’¢ 
006‘ 
3 COG. 
66¢°0L 
CP 
9cL'T 
686° 
98g 


Fors 
00¢‘T 


oe “e 10 So «6 


SS‘ 
682‘STL 


cg 
6FS 
0cL‘T 
G S6P'L 
6S‘ 
000‘¢ 


992‘L90°SIS 


*popuodxouy 


soouv[eg 


80 Lz¢‘cEek 


OS1*ZLL‘SIF 


00 00¢*¢ 


GL 6F% 
FF &6 


00 && 
06 SOT. 


6Z Sz0‘sres 


“P6-S68T OF 


so.inyipusd xi 


00 S& 
06 SOT 


6% &z0°tres 


“Wridg 
AenAqQo 7 


She's 
Z90‘°SLL 


9 
6FE 
OGL 
92¢‘T 
SbS‘F 
000°¢ 


oF 


612°609'ET$ 


‘S}IPIIO [810.7 


00 00¢'ees‘zIs) ° 


OSS‘ LISTS 


*WOIT 
S1dJSUVALT, 
pure 
‘F6-681 
‘suoly 
-etidoidd wy 


“TOIT 
SlaJSuvA T, 
pus 


P6-S68T UL 
ponsst suvo'T 


“wory 
SI9JsuUvIy, pus 
“F6-E68T SUT 
-Inp psAtedat 
enudAody 


000¢ 
006‘ 


Z9G 
6FS8‘OL 
CTP 
6ST 


CE6'S 
988 


001‘ 


00 00¢‘T 


#6 SE‘ 
0Z Z90‘SIT 


or 
cv 
66 


cg 
6FE 

OZL'T 
8Z 9ZS‘T 
C8 StS‘F 
00 000‘¢ 


T8 6LL°Sco'T¢ 


PLONLOL parsDO 


* * UOTPONASUOD “49 prvAIVAL 
* Suyeydsy ‘4g youueg 03 
"19 Puvjoouy “OAV UOSsLl.IV Ay 
oe Ratt AULA LOG LEFT 
oh 0 ie 6 Ree, a fe ats yodooa 
6-0 EO roe’ ‘FL piv MSS 4ST 
"8 5% * * O49 ‘sodoysespy 
48 Ooi ser “3S UIWse 
7 oULNG CT, Rie aa 
OF 1S. TIN “1g Jo|soyo10g 
* + sulAeg “aay 
I9JsoqoIog pur yg Ws 


uaoajoqg 4g  sojsoyoIOg 
‘°° * *  $G pus cy sprv 
‘SUlIAtG “aAy  Jojsoqo10g 


. 6 See 


"s1Q MUo[vg pue 
nys1e]y ° N Waoayjaq 49 tado0g 
A De AOS NG pur Ssa.ISTOD 
* SUlziwmeprory 9g yuru0gD 
ge eee COMO TIS 
U0D “OAV {i[voM VOMMIOD 
Se Cd ae oe a ok > 49 Arr0qO 
ET“ 0s (0) 3). 01 17 7 
“49 [OISLIG 
19 Jdo1g 
"19 doovog 
* SUIMOPLAL 
ONUSAL-T[I}[  UlABg 
PLonsof JYONOLT 


OP ane fia ei a Wave | le 
CSE pg Rs Ma FS ath 
oe, ft Ceo Sle fees eo 
Lee ie” eel al etre oe 


‘ospliqg 


ee ee 


"MOI 
SLDJSUBLT, 
pur 
‘S6-Z68T WOIy 
soouvleg 


‘SNOILVINdOUddY JO Lardy. 


‘dHNNILNOO ‘SNOLLVINGOUdAV 


City Document No. 59. 


10 


00 o¢e FF FS 


00 000‘T 


09 000'¢ 


00 ose‘sor‘ts 


0Z 


0S 


£05122 ett 


FLO‘F8Z‘°S1$. 


96 099‘9Fes 


80 Lz¢°cFeEg 


*ponsst jou 
qnq poziioyqyne 
suvo'y 


‘popuodxouy, 


soouvltg 


“T6-E68T 10F 


soinjipuodx | 


96 099‘aFeS 


iso 12¢%eFes 


"9yeid 
AvNn1g 2,7 


68 OEL‘ZLL°SI¥ 


*S}IPOLO [BJO], 


00 00¢*ece*zts| ° 


00 o0¢‘eee'z1¥) ° 


mcetonas 
sLOJSUBIT, 
pue 
*F6-S68T 
suo 
-elidoiddy 


“WOAT 
SLOJSUVLT, 
pue 
F6-G68T Ut 
ponsst suvo'y 


CE5°G12'1$ 


coP 


68 O&%°LIZ‘ TS 


"UOT 


S1oyTsuUVLy, pur 


‘fF6-68L SUL 


“THOT 
s1dJsaUl 
pue 


-INP PoATodI |*EG-ZEST WO.AJ 


ONUIADI 


soouv[eg 


PLvNALOL parwsDoy 


‘¢°ON JLIYSIC OlavU 
<tOPTy. ‘syuomaAOIdWy 4oalg 
"ASS eS 48 dol 

°° "sig qgoodsorg puvsyig 
WaeMjJoq “4g UlsIvy_Y YInog 
cae UOPenN STO as qirag 

an 8 eo Suraeg fear 7 
97 48 10489 ]9.10(] “49 puoosg 
: se 8 9 -9Ay IOAMEG 
Te ee oe ee a roar 
"19 Udjopuvy 

Re? Ss Ve. Ge eee re | aon 
-onaysuon “4g UIRIepy WON 

SS ‘Surzrmeprovyy S49 
N 09°98 LOqIUH PIO “IS WIN 
4 SF OA 10} SUTXO'T 
SULAR.] “9S YS IYO 
* mWojsog yseqy ‘suatpuvy 
a. C«-50 4 6h a.) @ iF ene "19 ae 
2 @ #019 ‘Sulptsy “1g JT 
TOTNAPUOD “49 uOsyoRe 

Oke see eee OLY OTIS TOG) 
paw Surpery “19 ane 

"+ * + gasvweq opvl 

‘GdoIsuaIxy “OAY ieee 2 
* * wornonaysno0g 49 loMoH 
‘dalzyurepeoey W “3S uoysnoy 

es? SSUTARGE 

pue TOMS Gaye: Aarqiy 0} 
48 voysuryse MA “39 plvareyy 

sc 8 ss pupawtof 7ybno“g 


2. We OF. OR CS gil 


“SNOILVINdOUddY JO LOALATG 


“dHONILNOO ‘SNOLLVIUdOUddV 


ra 
— 


AupbItTor’s Montuuy EXHIBIT. 


00 o¢s‘oTFF3 


FL SIS‘ LOFSI$ 


Fo Ige‘sres 


00 000‘T 


00 000‘T 


00 oe’ FLF FS 


00 000‘9T 


00 0¢2'eT 
#8 998°LS 


0S ZePrZL 
G6 LEG‘ 
GS LPS'T 
If 91d 


09 9¢F's 
0s a 


£1, £8z'9 

0¢ 183° 

IF IL1L‘9 

0% FL0°F8Z'EI$ 


96 099%oFes 


F¢ Ige‘sres 


¢9 GOP 


*ponsst jou 
qnq pezioyqyne 
suvo'y 


‘popusdxouy 


soouvleg 


“P6-E68T TOF 


soinyipued xn 


96 099‘9F¢es 


“qerd 
Arenigayq 


8Z &G6L‘0S6 ‘SIF Iso 000‘S2¢'Zs 


8Z SOL‘LLS I 


00 000°9T 


00 OGL6GT 
€B 9OL'Ss 


0S ZEF‘oL 
Z6 L6G 
GG LPs‘ L 


TF 91 
tL SLPS 


G6 COLT 
G8 9ZL‘G 


LE 98r's 
$1 906°9 


€L €83‘9 
0¢ 18%‘T 
IF TL1‘9 
91 seL‘oss‘sI$ 


"S}IPOAD [810], 


00 oog‘eee*zLs 


mertonas 
SLIJSUVAT, 
pues 
*F6-68T 
*‘suol} 
-eiidoiddy 


“woody 
S10JSUBL TY, 
par 
“F6-G6ST UL 
ponssl suvo'T 


“wooly 
SI9jsuviy, pus 
‘F6-E681 SUL 
-InNp padataooa 
anudaAdy 


00 000‘9T 


00 O¢L°ST 
&@ 909°ST 


O¢ ZEP‘sl 
Z6 LC6SG 

ZS LPO T 

IF 91h 


FL GLP ES 


0G 18% 
IP TLT‘9 


OL ¢ez‘GLa°T$ 


ce ee * DLDNLOf par1ssDAD 


‘3]00.1}9 TOJ[NO]Y puwv sin y, 
WadMJoq ‘Jog [II] loyung 
‘g]od1}]g UOISAUTY puv plospoq 
Sere hs * sosuodxg yuounredog 
*; JUouyIudog jno-suttvyT ‘90.119 
anc) eee eae ato sty, 
oe " wosiig spayg pur sa[quyg 
: "+ "gg sapvyD pue 
oder . AI [TATSA AY ‘S.LoMag 
rw eta: A ‘O40 “49 Woy 
“Bayyse MA. ‘ez paw Ay ‘s.lamog 
" * * Woysog Wino ‘S19 MOG 
U0jsOg ysvq ‘s}oj1NO LaMagG 
“49 C ‘s}o]}NO JamMag 
ss 8 + GOJ"ESLIG: SsIoAag 
mi erst ae SCT ROSISOAN! 
pue o[epul[soy “yeq Jamog 
sel Artes scape « aiimian) Soyteh 
‘souoysospy “49 TOWALYLIO MA 
°° syooiq yeydsy “oay 
yuUMeYyg puew yq uoj;Ut 
Si eas 2 ching “98 TOJMON 189M 
i Sos STERN 
. . . . ° . . . . . . . mek 
piv ‘s}aomaso1dmy yooa.1yg 


* + JON PLNSIC. O1ueW 
-lepry ‘syuomesoiduy joong 
* > "9 °ON Q0MISICT o1uBO 
-19PL VY ‘s}uowWoaoidwy 4a0.11g 
ss 8s nbnnIlof 2Ybn0“g 


oa) a oer © 


“mOIy 
slofsuVL 
pue 


‘e6-Z68L WO 
soouvleg: 


“SNOILVIUdOUddY AO LOALAQO 


‘dHONLILNOO ‘SNOLLVINGOUdd V 


City Document No. 59. 


12 


* pLonsof PawdsD) 


oat tee THOU ATERLOS 

* - * * *s1omNg Jo AyuNDD 
:ypoyNns jo Ayanog 

Z8YIOA\ IOyVAL OSA 

Ajddng 19}V AA JO UOTJDIOIg 

- QIAIIQ WSl 


* ojo ‘SaIvfT JO UOIsUayXy] 


‘1aqye Aq Jo Apddng |vuonrppy 


TSYIOAA LI}VAA 9}VNILGIOD 
DSYIOA\ 1978 AA 

- quouivdadg Ainsvory, 

quowpivdaq] sarsoaing 


meets goog pavAy 
* + MOISUAIXH, ONUIAY JOQ[V], 
‘BUIPONAYSUOD PUL SUITOPT AM 
‘UMOJOLIVYD ‘Yooulg © yAvg 
* qaoalyg O14 
saeD pur JINOD 10g1VE PLO 
8 5 499199 HLOf1ONT 
‘MOISUO}IXT WANOD Joa1}s8 WOOL 
JOIUS PAVAIVAL 
NOISUI} XT 3001]N POOM II. 
OPEN De ees WIS ko ae) § 
392.138 UOJSSUIALT OF 
48 PULras yi qaalIg saoquuyg 
t * 40013 UdI[V 
0} UOIsMAIX JOd19 AVAOSNVD 
* pLnnsof 2YybnoLsg 


aloo. 9 0) Ve Shs eee 


. 


“SNOILLVINdOUdd VY JO LIALAO 


00 ece‘zIs'F$ j2L Fec‘zFrL'FISlIp 2¢6‘z09¢  |IF Lee‘zoos jor go9%ee.‘FL#l00 AZ9‘PPZ‘SIH}° °° 8 fe Bo Pe. Le = ale Ly ORD grad meee 
x 
00 1L8°Z9 Oe ind ole ae, & Scape agree POOL LE CO 00 LLe*Z9o Fe, er a) ae Se Wet eA Toe a) get Tas S/O eo) ae |e SH .1 @; 
es O&Sf*S6r G9 696°6% G9 695°6% 00 000‘Ez¢S 00 000‘G3S Ser = pa Net dT RE Lh atm ON ous! > 
Poa tes) TL 1162 jie Ti16°e RCL em 6) (6 he wo ee 8 8) ° es = @ « 2° Dat ee en et eye ove” gh 0 6." 0, © at ai .8 
: 00 0000S et shat 6s "i EES SES HO 000 08 epee Git ee a Mr ie Tees a gt 
00 000‘SL F9 EEE'G og ¢g¢ 0g ¢g¢ #6 0186 8 FOS Pasa er esr tara Se gear wal ne” Oa eam Pe ee : 
(*10F popta ¢ ¢ a. at ka Bates to sis aes wah ous ‘Pa ese S te, cate a, eel teh at ome batt a aot s 
-oid 0 Fg'1%) [20 PLS‘T ZO FL8‘T 
00 00¢°Lzz 8% ZIS‘F 8L 16s St 16¢ OF £06'F aa eae he ee ee Re eS Sek ek Oe SL OE i 
16 1gs‘s Gg gs6‘IL Ge 8s6‘[T OF Oz8°EL oie: et Sate ASE Py itta Sts. ° JOR eee 
9¢ LIZ‘9 tr Z20'S FP 5820'S 00 0¢2'68 00 06268 Pes aa inde Megs ck il rage ee ee tr 
86 98L°LF ZO SIZ‘ ZO SIZ‘ 00 000‘¢F 00 000‘¢P pris oss tes ery Sh be fae ae ae ar 
00 002, Siete aia os tr Ean ann es eel eo Se cat AT i Ge A ane BO 12+ 2 log oor 
00 GLO‘) 00 LOF FL Oo Oy 6. eee Ja a 0 “ee  &\8. 30 00 LOF‘FL Ct eet ed ee | 5 ¢ 8." ere ee ee ee) eS . 00 LOP FT 
00 00g‘ e Wary ee . . . ° ° . ee 00 00g‘¢ ° . . ° ° . . . ° . e . . . ° . . . . 00 00g's 
00 00‘ E CeCe ey At ee See OO Obs 6 of ® Sey 6 00 002‘T eo. 6.2, 8a te So = 7 ¢ «© .e 6 26" aoe 00 0025L 
‘ 00 000°8 . . . e . . . - . . * e ° °. 00 000‘E ee ° . . . e e . . . . ° - . . ° ° . 00 000‘¢ 
00 000 OL 00 000 cS o~ .s ee . ‘bare . ° oe . . e@ 00 000'GZ . ° ° e « . ° a @ “9's Pe . ° . a: apt eve 00 000°¢% 
00 0GG'T . e . . . . . ee ° ce . 00 OSG‘ PF ° e . e . . ° e ° . e . ° . . . ° . . 00 0GG'P 
00 00%, Me as reer eons S Ewe wameee BS es ih Serge pee 
9% CLES ° . e e . . ° . @ . ° ee . 9% VASA « ry oe e . . . ee ° . . ° ° . e ° . e 9% TEES 
00 000‘¢L ee ee) ey 16 ll Ee) 6 » Re. ve? OL OO, 8 , ee. ‘eb 6 ice Oe oe 0°) Oe ce (yu ae Selo oe, 69 .@ Kole 6, .e@ @ “eo “wl-.4/ Oi ead ene of Ta? ¢ Lee ee 
00 00G ry e e ° e . . ° e ° e . e . re . ° e ° ° . ° e e ° . ° ° ° ° e . ° . e * e e . . . ° e ° . e . e Ls e ° ° 
00 o¢s‘oTFt$ |f1 SIS‘LoF‘sI$ ite Iss‘sts$ ite Ise‘stes (gz cor‘oce’st$ |00 000'SL¢°sI$ 5 Ras Net th Sea ie Shee OIG CAPR N ECT Geter tage 
piyeneiy: “MOAT “MOI “WOA 
*ponsst jou ‘popuedxeug | *F6-e68T 105 ‘yrig Ae s SIOJUBLT, BLoysOUL UE SIOJSULLT, 
yuq peztioyqyne “sTIpelO [VOT tery pue F6-6ST SUL pur 
suvO'T soourreg |soinyipuedxg | Aarenaqaq ‘su0n) ‘F$6-L68L UL -INP poatodal |*EG-ZG8T WlO.Ay 
-eudoaddy poussl suvo'yT onUdAdYy soouv[rg 
‘dHONILNOO ‘SNOLLVIUdOUddV 


13 


AupbitTor’s Montruiuy Exnisir. 


“pouoriodde jou ynq ‘ponsst yunowr sty} jo 00'009‘zC¢$ e 


6L esc’ecl$ 


0¢ 1Z8‘9T 
81 096'F2I 
TS LPL‘IL$ 


*popuedxouy 
soouvlegd 


IL 1L6‘e$ IL 116‘s$ o¢ L0¢°LeT$ Ch 6686SP1% |S¢ Sse1s G¢ S86‘IL$ 00 sss‘ Los‘T¢ 
pe: 6 te we ee Pp en ie et te oe. Stee wate te eater - puny sutyarg 00 0662S eo gr ae ee or eiekan oe ware” 9) we 00 0Z¢'62Z wo 2 * pang Saryurg 
co 8 sake Piel, Smee s? SENSE spt hye 1Z8°9L Slee ee = +s 1gOI9INT -|100 SFLSLES ieee OC gue lk eee res Oy SFL 188 . 8 ee * + 4qsai1equy 
ZS 6E0'E ZZ 6E0'S 00 000‘82I * squountudoqd Ajddng ||F¢ F11‘08¢ OF S226 OF S726 00 000‘06S * * qyuouyredeq Alddng 
6F ZE6S 6F Zs6e 00 0so°Z1$ * quowyredag smoouy ||[6 9¢8°1F$ 60 s9L‘zd 60 S9L‘s$ 00 029‘0¢s * *quowyivdeqg sutoouy 

‘h6- ; : *P6-E6RT 10 

FO-GOST Toy | “yea ee ‘popuodxoug | “F6-268r 107 IRI ai sn 

soinjipuodxm | Arvnaqay -viidoaddy soouv[eq |soinjipuodxq | Aavniqoa -viidoiddy 

“‘SMUMOM-UALVM OLLSAWs SUNMOM-TALVM BWLVALINOOO: 


00 szg‘1es‘t$e 


19 682‘ TSF tTS 


Io} popraoid © 
6F Z13‘°Ez9s 


sso'T 


EL CF8'G f 
6F Z1Z'¢z9$ 


rs 6eo°LcPF1$ 


00 000°¢% 


00 eze‘zIs‘t$ 


t8 9¢F'CL 69 119°¢ 69 L19‘¢ 
FZ F16'9L 0¢ ZSI‘IT 0¢ 2gL'IL 
IL 609'F6 68 06F'S 68 O6t*S 
SF OFS‘SZL o- pie. we 6 oe he, | te mie’ es Sle a Le, 


ZL FSS ZFLFLE |IF Lge‘Zook ~=—s| LF: Lee‘zooF 


OT Z00°LL0‘G1$ 


00 129‘CoFS1$ 


€¢ 890'1% 


FL 92518 
00 000‘00L 
SF OFS‘*S2T 
OF y996ELF1S 


00 000‘00T 
00 O00°TAT 
00 LZ9°tts°el$ 


*ponsst jou 
qnq poziioyyne 


suvo'y 


“qed 
Areniqay 


“P6-S68T OF 


soin}Ipusdxiy 


‘popuodxeuy 


soouv[eg 


"SHPO 18}0,L 


"WOT 
S.LOJSUB.LT, 
puv 

‘$6-€681 
‘suo 
-eridoiddy 


"molt “MOAT 
SIOJSUBALT, SII[SUVIT, PUB 
pue *F6-S6ST SUL 
‘$6-E6RT UL -1np poataoal 


ponsst suvo'yT ONUdADIY 


€¢ 890% eee 
FL 9BF°L8 


OT e1e‘TI9‘T$ 


cee Sarqstaain sy 
‘osnoTT- qanog Ayunog yjoyNg, 
* asnoy-Nog Ayunog yong 
““ey| * =* § - WOT}ONIIONH: Jo" asnopy 


Sh OFS'L se tos te sqgazajay syan09 
OF GEO'CEF TR | °° * * Pannusos zybnoug 
WOIT 
sIOJSUvLI, 
pue *SNOILVIUdOUdLY JO LOALAQ 


*S6-Z6RT WO 


soouvleg 


‘CHAN TONOO ‘SNOLLVINdOUdd V 


14 City Document No. 59. 


CTY AND COUNTY DEBT. 


Gross funded debt, Dec. 31, 1892 ‘ 4 : , . $57,083,563 19 


Add funded debt issued in 1893 . ‘ : : : : 760,200 00 
$57,843,763 19 

Deduct funded debt paid in 1893 ; : : : : 1,032,615 15 

Gross debt, Jan. 31, 1893. A ; : ‘ ; : $56,811,148 04 

Sinking-Funds, Dec. 31, 1892 : ‘ $26,229,496 86 

Receipts during 1893. ; 4 : 280,800 36 


$26,510,297 22 
Payments during 1893 . : : , 1,082,615 15 


$25,477,682 07 
Bonds, betterments, etc., the 
payments of which are 
pledged to the payment of 


debt: 
Bonds . 5 : A 2 $3,587 00 
Betterments, etc. , =. 15s, 170314 


Sidewalk assessments, Chap. 

401, Acts of 1892  . - 187,693 97 
Sewer assessments, Chap. 

402, Acts of 1892 ‘ ‘ 60,315 16 


——- 408,766 27 
Total redemption means, Jan. 31, 1893 5 : ; eas 25,886,448 34 
Net debt, Jan. 31, 1893 ; h : : 4 : - $30,924,699 70 
Gross debt, Dec. 31, 1892 . : ; : ; 3 . $57,083,563 19 
Gross debt, Jan. 31,1893 . 4 ; , : ; : 56,811,148 04 
Decrease . ; : ‘ : ‘ : : A $272,415 15 


Net debt, Jan. 31, 1893 ; , ; t ‘ . - $80,924,699 70 
Net debt, Dec. 31, 1892 . . , Z ‘ : 4 80,539,289 97 


Increase . ‘ : : F ; : 4 : $385,409 73 


City debt, including balance of debts assumed by acts of an- 


necition ’ : 3 és : 5 4 ‘ . $36,036,374 06 
County debt : “Ah ; P : ‘ : ; 3,576,000 00 
Cochituate water debt . : : : , ; ; : 16,758,773 98 
Mystic water debt : : : : z 5 : 4 440,000 00 


$56,811,148 04 


AvupitTor’s Montrurty EXnuisit. 


BORROWING CAPACITY. 


January 31, 1893. 


Total Debt City and County . 
Less Special Loans (Out- 
side of limit) 
Cochituate Water Debt, 
Mystic Water Debt . 
County Debt Stee 

of limit) . 


$7,326,000 00 
16,758,773 98 
440,000 00 


2,781,000 00 


Sinking-Funds . 
Less Cuahituate Water. sink: 


ing-Fund. 4 $7,019,058 38 
Mystic Water Sinking- 

Fund ‘ 579,254 O1 
Public Park Construc- 

tion Sinking- Fund 384,701 68 
Special Loans Sinking- 

Fund : 4 420,519 14 
County Court-House 


Sinking-Fund . 160,996 52 


pee 


Debt, excluding Debts outside of limit and deducting 
Sinking-Funds for said debt . 4 : : : : 


Two per cent. on $819,313,202 average valuation for five 
years, less abatements . : ° . . 
Debt as above 


Right to borrow, under Chap. 178, Acts of 1885, Janu- 
ary 31,1893 . : 
Less igus authorized but not feeneds faaeie of are 


Right to borrow, under Chap. 93, Acts of 1891, ae ua es 31, 


1893, estimated : 
Less ace authorized but abe teaneds cei: of taniit ; 


$25,477,682 07 


8,564,529 73 


15 


$56,811,148 04 


27,305,773 98 


$29,505,374 06 


16,913,152 34 


$12, 692,22 | le 


$16,886,264 04 


12,592,221 72 


$3,794,042 32 
1,333,225 00 


$2,460,817 32 


$5,243,843 00 
1,333,225 00 


—_—__— 


$3,910,618 00 
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1630. <p 
S&S 
CMInE pOSZ 


MESSAGE OF MAYOR 


TRANSMITTING 


REPORT OF THE CITY AUDITOR 


FOR JANUARY 31, 1893. 


City oF Boston, OFFICE oF THE Mayor, 
City Hau, February 9, 1893. 


To the Honorable the City Council: 


GENTLEMEN: I transmit herewith the Auditor’s Monthly 
Exhibit for January 31, 1893. 

The practice in the past has been for the Auditor’s Depart- 
ment to publish monthly statements upon the first day of 
each month, but to publish no statement for the last day 
of the last month of the fiscal year. The consequence was 
that the expenditures of any department during the last 
month of any fiscal year could only be ascertained by sub- 
tracting the items as given in the Auditor’s statement for the 
first day of that month from the corresponding items in the 
statement for the whole fiscal year. 

The statement in question has been prepared to meet this 
difficulty, and for the future the Auditor’s statements will be 
thirteen in number during each fiscal year, besides the 
Annual Report. 

Yours very truly, 


N. MatrrHews, JR., 
Mayor. 


‘7 Me 
EW, 


at: 


| DocumEnT 61 — 1893. | 


CONDITA 4D. ry 
1630. oJ 
V3 Sh ; 


ORDERS 


ESTABLISHING 


THE SEVERAL APPROPRIATIONS 


AND 


LEVYING A SPECIFIC TAX 


FOR THE 


Financial Year ending January 31, 1894. 


Boston, February 14, 1893. 


The following orders, making specific appropriations for 
the several departments of the city government for the 
current financial year, and levying a specific tax for the 
same, are hereby transmitted to said departments, and their 
especial attention is called to said orders. 

Attest: 


J. M. GaALvIn, 
City Clerk. 
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CITY OF BOSTON. 


APPROPRIATION ORDERS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
JANUARY 31, 1894. 


Ordered, That to meet the expenses of the city of Boston 
and the county of Suffolk, payable during the year which 
will commence with the first day of February, 1893, and 
end with the last day of January, 1894, the following sums 
of money be and the same are hereby respectively appropri- 
ated for the several departments, and for the objects and 
purposes hereinafter specified. 

Ordered, That all sums of money which may be sub- 
scribed or contributed to promote the objects of any of the 
said appropriations, and which form no part of the estimated 
income of the city, shall be credited to sucb appropriations 
accordingly, and be strictly applied according to the inten- 
tion of the contributors. 

Ordered, That the several officers and boards of the city 
in charge of departments, under the general supervision and 
control of His Honor the Mayor, expend the said appropria- 
tions made for their several departments, and the persons or 
boards authorized by law to expend the other appropriations, 
expend the same all in accordance with the laws and ordi- 
nances. 

Ordered, That, to meet the appropriations herein made, 
the moneys received from the income and taxes of the past 
year not otherwise disposed of, the balances of the appro- 
priations in excess of expenditures remaining in the treasury 
at the close of the last day of January, 1893, taxes to the 
amount of $10,709,037, and the income of the current year, 
other than the income from.the water supplies, be used; 
that the expenses and charges of distribution of the water 
supplies, the interest and sinking-funds of the debts incurred 
for said supplies, and the purchase and laying of water-pipes, 
be met with the income received from said supplies; and 
that all expenses of the Board of Survey shall be met with 
the proceeds of the loans issued for that purpose. 

Ordered, That at any time or times between December 1, 
1893, and February 1, 1894, the City Auditor may, with 
the approval of the Mayor, make such transfers as may be 
necessary in closing the accounts of the financial year, and 
may with such approval use the proceeds of any lands sold 


APPROPRIATION Bru. 3 


during the year as part of the general income or revenue of 
the city for the year, or pay the same to the Board of Com- 
missioners of Sinking-Funds. 

Ordered, That the Board of Street Commissioners may, 
with the approval of the Mayor, sell, in the manner provided 
by the ordinances, any land or building not in use by any 
department, or held for any special purpose under the re- 
quirements of any statute, and the proceeds of any and all 
such sales shall be applied as provided in the preceding 
order. 

Ordered, That the City Treasurer borrow money as it may 
be required, not exceeding six million ($6,000,000) dollars 
in all, in anticipation of the taxes of the current municipal 
year, all sums so borrowed to be paid within one year from 
the time the loan is made, and from the said taxes of the 
present municipal year, and interest to cease thereon on the 
day any money so borrowed is payable : 


ARCHITECT DEPARTMENT: Twenty- 
one thousand dollars . , : $21,000 00 
ASSESSING DEPARTMENT : Ona hun- 
dred and thirty-seven thousand dollars, 137,000 00 
AUDITING DEPARTMENT: ‘Twenty- 
eight thousand seven hundred dollars . 28,700 00 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN: Ninety-eight 
thousand five hundred dollars : 
Salaries of Board f . $18,000 00 
Contingent expenses . : 5,500 00 
Soldiers’ Relief . : F 75,000 00 
aa 98,500 00 


CITY CLERK DEPARTMENT: Seventy 
thousand dollars : , 70,000 00 
CITY COUNCIL: Thirty five. thousand 
five hundred dollars: 
Contingent expenses, Joint 
Committees : : $5,500 00 
Incidental expenses 30,000 00 
ee 35,500 00 


CITY MESSENGER DEPARTMENT: 

Twenty-five thousand seven hundred 

and thirty dollars. : Say ec 25,730 00 
CLERK OF COMMITTEES DEPART-— 

MENT: Eleven thousand nine hun- 

dred dollars , : , : 11,900 00 


Amount carried forward, $428,330 00 
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Amount brought forward, 
COLLECTING DEPARTMENT: Eighty- 
four thousand six hundred dollars 
COMMON COUNCIL: Ten thousand four 

hundred dollars: 
Clerk’s expenses . $4,600 00 
Contingent expenses 5,800 00 


ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT: Forty- 
two thousand dollars . 
FERRY DEPARTMENT: ae bifidied 
and fifteen thousand dollars 
FIRE DEPARTMENT: One million HG 
twenty thousand dollars : 
For current expenses. $995,000 00 
Pensions : : 25,000 00 


HEALTH DEPARTMENT: One hundred 
and forty thousand dollars . : 
HOSPITAL DEPARTMENT: Two hun- 
dred and sixty thousand dollars . 
INSPECTION OF BUILDINGS DE- 

PARTMENT: | Sixty-eight thousand 
five hundred dollars. : : 
INSPECTION OF MILK AND VINE- 
GAR, DEPARTMENT FOR THE: 
Twelve thousand five hundred dollars, 
INSPECTION OF PROVISIONS DE- 
PARTMENT: Three thousand two 
hundred and twenty-five dollars . 
LAMP DEPARTMENT: Five hundred 
and forty-five thousand two hundred 
and forty-five dollars ; 
LAW DEPARTMENT: Thirty-one thou- 
sand dollars 
LIBRARY DEPARTMENT: One hun- 
dred and fifty-one thousand dollars 
MARKET DEPARTMENT: Twelve thou- 
sand four hundred and fifty dollars 
MAYOR: 

Including department expenses, entertain- 
ment of guests, and contingent ex- 
penses é 

MOUNT HOPE CEMETERY DEPART 
MENT: Ten thousand dollars 


Amount carried forward, 


$428,330 


84,600 


10,400 


42,000 


215,000 


1,020,000 
140,000 


260,000 


68,500 


12,500 


3,225 


545,245 
31,000 
151,000 


12,450 


31,000 
10,000 


$3,065,250 


00 
00 


OO 


00 
OO 


00 
00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 
00 
OO 


00 


00 
00 
00 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Amount brought forward, 

OVERSEEING OF THE POOR DE- 
PARTMENT: One hundred and ten 
thousand dollars ; 

PARK DEPARTMENT: Eighty thousand 
dollars ; : 

POLICE DEPARTMENT: One HniiOn 
two hundred and sixty-one thousand 
dollars : 


For current expenses, including House of 


Detention and police matrons, expenses 

in enforcing the liquor-license law, and 

of the maintenance of the police-signal 

system; also the increase of salaries 
of the four assistant inspectors, 

$1,202,638 00 

Pensions . : : 58,362 00 


PRINTING DEPARTMENT: Po Bie 
thousand dollars 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS DEPARTMEN T: 
One hundred and forty-five thousand 
dollars : 5 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, SCHOOLS: One 
hundred and ninety thousand dollars, 

PUBLIC CELEBRATIONS: Twenty-five 
thousand dollars: May 30, 1893; June 
17, 1893; July 4, 1893; Labor’s Holi- 
day, 1893 . 4 ‘ ; : ‘ 

PUBLIC GROUNDS DEPARTMENT: 
Ninety thousand dollars. : ; 

PUBLIC INSTITUTION DEPART- 
MENT: Six hundred and twenty-five 
thousand dollars ’ , k 

REGISTRATION OF VOTERS  DE- 
PARTMENT: Forty-six thousand five 
hundred dollars : : 

REGISTRY DEPARTMENT: Thirty- 
three thousand five hundred dollars 

RESERVED FUND: Fifty-seven thousand 
nine hundred and fifty-five dollars 

And the City Auditor is hereby author- 
ized to transfer from this fund for cur- 
rent expenses only, as the Mayor may 
designate, with the approval of the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 
( 


Amount carried forward, 


5 


$3,065,250 00 


110,000 00 


80,000 00 


1,261,000 00 


45,000 00 


145,000 00 


190,000 00 


25,000 00 


90,000 00 


625,000 00 


46,500 00 
33,900 00 


57,955 00 


$5,774,205 00 
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Amount brought forward, 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE: One million 
eight hundred and four thousand dollars, 
SEALING OF WEIGHTS AND MEAS- 
URES DEPARTMENT: Nineteen thou- 
sand nine hundred and fifty-three dollars, 
SINKING-FUND DEPARTMENT: Two 
thousand five hundred dollars i ; 
STREET DEPARTMENT: Two million 
two hundred and twenty-eight thousand 
dollars : 


Central office i ; : ; $20,000 
Bridge Division . 2 : 135,000 
Cambridge Bridges Division. “ : 13,000 


Paving Division: 
For “compensation of laborers 
and subordinates receiving 


$2.25 or less per day . . $800,000 
For other department ex- 
penses . , : . 550,000 
— 850,000 
Sanitary Division: 
For compensation of laborers 
and subordinates receiving 
$2.25 or less per day . . $317,000 
For other department ex- 
penses ; ; ; . 153,000 
— 470,000 
Sewer Division: 
For compensation of laborers 
and subordinates receiving 
$2.25 or less per day . - $288,000 
For other department ex- 
penses d : 5 - 62,000 
350,000 
Street-Cleaning Division : 
For compensation of laborers 
and subordinates receiving 
$2.25 or less per day - $249,000 
For other department ex- 
penses : : ; . 41,000 
290,000 
Watering Division . : 3 : - 100,000 


And the City Auditor is hereby authorized 
to transfer from time to time, upon the 
request of the Superintendent of Streets, 
with the approval of the Mayor, such 
sums as may be needed from any one of 
the appropriations above named for cur- 
rent expenses of the Street Department 
to any other appropriation for current 
expenses in the same department. 


Amount carried forward, 


$5,774,205 00 
1,804,000 00 


19,953 00 


2,500 00 


2,228,000 00 


$9,828,658 O00 


APPROPRIATION ‘BILL. 


Amount brought forward, 

STREETS, LAYING OUT DEPART- 
MENT: Seventeen thousand five hundred 
dollars . : ‘ 

SURVEYING ‘DEPARTMENT: Forty- 
five thousand dollars 3 : : 

TREASURY DEPARTMEN T: Thirty- 
nine thousand two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars 


CITY DEBT REQUIREMENTS: 


For sinking-funds . eS de Hy S4.:2)-0.0 
Interest : ! ‘ 1,550,000 OO 


— 


COUNTY OF SUFFOLK: Eight hundred 
and eight thousand three hundred and 
seventy-seven dollars : 

For sinking-funds and 


principal of debt ‘ $62,377 00 
For interest . : 121,000 00 
House of Correction 100,000 00 


General expenses . : 525,000 00 


WATER-INCOME DEPARTMENT: 
Cochituate Water-works . $50,620 00 
Mystic Water-works . 12,680 00 


$63,300 00 


WATER-SUPPLY DEPARTMENT: 
Cochituate Water-works : 
Current expenses . $390,000 00 
Interest. ; ° 831,745 O00 
Sinking-fund require- 
ment ; : 229, 020% 00) 


$1,451,268 00 


Mystic Water-works : 
Current expenses : $128,000 00 
Interest. . ; 16,827 50 


$144,827 90 


Amount carried forward, 


$13,465,627 00 


7 


$9,828,658 00 


17,500 00 


45,000 00 


39,290 00 


2,726,842 00 


808,377 00 
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Amount brought forward, $13,465,627 OO 


BOARD OF SURVEY : 
Expenses : : : $65,000 00 


$13,465,627 00 


A true copy of appropriation orders, for the financial 
year ending January 31, 1894. Approved by the Mayor, 
February 10, 1893. 

Attest : 
J. M. Gavin, 


City Clerk. 


ken) 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 


PAX Be E893: 
ORDERS 


Laying a Specific Tax to defray the expenses of the City of 
Boston and the County of Suffolk for the financial year 
L893, and providing for interest on non-payment of same. 


Ordered, That the sum of ten million and seven hundred 
and nine thousand and thirty-seven dollars ($10,709,037) 
be raised on the polls and estates taxable in this city, 
according to law, to pay the current expenses of the City of 
Boston and the County of Suffolk during the financial year 
which will commence with the first day of February, 1893, 
and end with the last day of January, 1894. 

Ordered, That in pursuance of the authority of Chapter 
11, Section 67, of the Public Statutes, all taxes assessed for 
the purpose of providing for the expenditures of the City of 
Boston and the County of Suffolk for the financial year 1893, 
and for paying the city’s proportion of the State tax of 18938, 
shall be due and payable on the first day of October, 1898, and, 
if the same shall remain unpaid, November 1, interest at the 
rate of six per cent. per annum shall be charged upon all 
such taxes as shall not be paid at that date; and upon all 
taxes that shall remain unpaid on the first day of January, 
1894, there shall be charged interest at the rate of seven per 
cent. per annum; and all the interest that shall have become 
due from and after the above-named dates shall be added to 
and be a part of such taxes; provided, however, that the 
taxes assessed, by authority of Chapter 13 of the Public 
Statutes, upon the shares of National Banks, and of other 
corporations, shall be due and payable on the first day of 
November, 1898, and interest shall be charged, as provided 
in said chapter, upon all such taxes as remain unpaid after 
that date, at the rate of twelve per cent. per annum. 


A true copy of orders levying City and County tax, etc., 
for the financial year ending January 31, 1894. Approved 
by the Mayor, February 10, 1893. 


Attest : 
J. M. GALVIN, 
City Clerk. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS, 


GIVING 


LIST OF CLAIMS 


RECOMMENDED FOR SETTLEMENT IN 


THE MONTH OF JANUARY, 18953. 


In Boarp oF ALDERMEN, February 13, 1893. 


The Committee on Claims, in compliance with the joint 
rules; respectfully submit herewith the list of claims 
upon which the committee have recommended settlement, 
with the amount voted in each case, for the month of 
January, 1893, viz. : 


CLAIMS SETTLED UPON RECOMMENDATION OF THE 


COMMITTEE. 
Date. Name. Cause. * Amount. 
January 31 | C.H. Kemp Sturgeon | Damage to overcoat .......... $10 00 
on Sint, Mabello.m. ANnderson..| rersonal Injuriesis a smer< 6) esses es 300 00 
ee Ole MAY, A. CY ete so ||" LORS OL: DCAT-LLCG mala te) sie) a) =e). 25 00 
«¢ ~— 81:|| MaryS. Silverman .}| Damagetofence.........62e.-. 25 00 
«© 831 | Owners of Tow-boat 


‘Louisa and Alice,’? | Damage by collision with fire-boat .. . 50 90 
32} Patrick Oassidy’. . «| Damage to herdie . . 2%. 6). . «+ +» 4 25 
«* 81: | Jeremiah Murphy . .| Damage to horse and wagon. ..... 20 00 


2 REPORT ON CLAIMS. 


CLamms SETTLED UPON RECOMMENDATION OF THE 
Law DEPARTMENT. 


Date. Name. Cause. Amount. 
January 31 | Emma Bucknam. . .| Personalinjuries..... 5 ROS Cues t $900 00 
OLN OM ATV oc\e DONUT Mee sia) pe CLSONAL IN|ULLGHi Mat © fe! cls «©! 6! ets) 225 00 
es Sibel bALblctmecmaes | E CTSONALIN UTICA su suee ele. (co. is. 6 6 ele 100 00 
eS La SamMuelucey Chl. ametatlpLN JULY CO: NOISe cae cats le cel. wtets 25 00 


CLAIMS FOR BALANCES FROM Tax SALES. 


Date. Name. Amount. 
JANMATyiola Sarabvbickering tO od. W. PICGKETiNG <0 94. ists es) cus ses eae $81 19 
‘¢ ~ 81'| Alfred A. Marcus ef al. to Clarence F. Eldredge ........ 17 08 
OS 2 Bil | ATA SIISE OMe Ors a ooh ooo oO eae ste sic iae ee 33 47 
SS a aR UCN OLer Its SON DOI o. \s) ses ere Chee te “Cuomo ke aac 44 81 
oleh isbenezer E> San DOIN sy eine of otitis stewie SO OS Ore 9 81 
EOL eA NINOS Le MOVIE Us sh wl outa pe So shiny Sale ein) sa eMic ae au 48 09 
pie to. a Rranklin “lompking, Irs moves welet shah seein ase nid en eases 40 50 


For the Committee, 


Witur1am L. Mooney, 
Chairman. 
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MESSAGE OF MAYOR 


RELATIVE TO 


LOAN FOR BUILDINGS FOR PAUPERS ON 
LONG ISLAND. 


City oF Boston, 
OFFICE OF THE Mayor, City HALu, 
February 20, 1893. 
To the Honorable the City Council: 


GENTLEMEN : The terrible disaster to the Strafford County 
Insane Asylum in New Hampshire leads me to call your at- 
tention once again to the great importance of concentrating 
all our pauper institutions upon Long Island, and providing 
the inmates with new, safe, and comfortable buildings. 

I have already on several occasions called the attention of 
the City Council to this subject, and now once more ear- 
nestly recommend the immediate passage of a loan order 
sufficient in amount to permit the Commissioners of Pub- 
lic Institutions to proceed at once with the erection of a 
sufficient number of buildings on Long Island to accom- 
modate the paupers now cared for at Rainsford Island and 
in the Charlestown Almshouse. This sum is estimated at 
$100,000. 

Respectfully submitted, 


N. Mattuews, JR., 
Mayor. 
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In Boarp oF ALDERMEN, February 20, 1893. 


Ordered to be printed, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 


Attest : 
J. M. Garvin, 
City Clerk. 
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SS 


Pa 2 == —— 
ABOSTONIA 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE 


ON 


DEPARTMENT FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR, 


ON EXAMINATION OF SECURITIES FOR TRUST FUNDS IN 
THEIR HANDS, WITH DETAILED STATEMENT OF 
SAID FUNDS. 


In Common Councii, February 16, 1893. 


The Committee on the Department for the Relief of the 
Poor, who were instructed to make the annual examina- 
tion of the securities for trust funds in the hands of the 
Overseers of the Poor, respectfully report that they have 
made the examination, and find that the funds are properly 
managed and invested. The examination by the committee 
shows that the amount of trust funds invested February 2, 
1893, was $707,806.32 ; cash on hand at same date, $4,307.37 ; 
total, $712,113.69. The title for the real estate held by the 
Overseers is clear, and the property is valued at $50,266.32. 
The accompanying statement of the treasurer is submitted 
as a correct statement regarding the said funds. 


For the Committee, 
Gee tne W DATTIS. 
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Statement of Trust Funds in the hands of the Overseers of the Poor, Boston, 
SS _ _—_os SSS SSS 


INVESTMENTS. 


United States four per cent. bonds. ...... 


State of Massachusetts five per cent. gold bonds 


City of Boston currency notes 


Fifty Associates Corporation stock 


Real] estate 


Ce we tS ee 


Columbian National Bank. ...... 


a“ 


New England “ 


North “ “ 


State S = 
Tremont * = 
Union “ - 
Washington “ ae 


° $4 3's Se 


Swampscott Machine Company . . . . 


og @ «485 


Pemberton 


or General 


bo 


Fund. 


2,000 aed 2 
103,000 00/48 


Boylston 
Education | 


. 


$2,000 00 . 
140,500 00 17 


6,000 00 . 


ie Ss ww | 


Boylston 
Relief Fund. 


ante wares 


° 
~ 


‘February 2, 1893, F. W. Lincoln, Treasurer. 


H 

Masin 
f 

i U2) i 
: 


1,000 00, 6| $4,250 00 


+ ese ter ee ve 
Sess We ba @ 0 « © 
Sten es Pee se « 
“awe 8 eran 

. ae ee . = 2 

. * noe pela « «¢ 6 « 
Lie Bey . . . . . . * 
* i" i . . aa Se 
Siete sete « « = « 


9 $5,000 00 


. | $5,000 00} . 


Lucy 
Bullman 
Charity. 


26 $24,750 00 


. . 
e 28 
“ee 


eee ee 


David Sears 


Fund. 


Pierce 
Fuel Fund. 


19 


$24,750 00) . 


42) $254,500 00 


22,800 00 


48,066 32). 


el ay wre) Ve, 


Brie 6, eae 'e 


$325,366 32) . 


el se Ce 8 


1} $1,500 00 


$1,500 00} . 


eee se 6 


eo el'e 6 ¢ 


Holton 
Protestant 
Pauper 
Fund. 


Holton 
Protestant 
Poor Fund. 


Stoughton 
Poor Fund. 


Goodnow 


Fund. 


Moses 
Hunt Fund 
for the 
Destitute. 


Rachel 
T. Stevens 
Fund. 


4) $3,250 00 


e 6 « 9) © 


ele 2 eee 


cw we 6 


OL ie) ae he 


$3,250 00 


S18 ay @ oe 


Wren fe te aw, 


1; $1,500 00 


. . 
oe 

eee . 
o- . 


4) $2,250 00 


Ome tha a ae 3 


Cred) Cd 
eo) |) See mele re) 
ike 6) 8 je. 'e 


$2,250 00) . 


ty me op 


5| $6,500 


$6,500 00) . 


2 $10,500 00 


VAVAU NUT fcr ars 


Total. 


$7,300 00 
4,000 00 
585,500 00 
22,800 00 
50,266 32 
6,000 00 


ene 8) BS jlreill 6) 8). © 210) 
CACO COS il CNH Me per et de ct 
ee See. e 16 
pers) ss toil SLs 6 6 6 
28 oe Cap tee 
oF Pe ae ¢ =) ste 
PED oe ee 
fie) Tse ol Wh ead ve Sey oe hee 


$5,200 00) . |$10,500 00 


«eva eo 'e-[ie e) 8 6. us 


ee Te, eis. f'-0 Nee a 6 e 


5,000 00 
2,490 00 
‘6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 

450 00 
$707,806 32 
4,307 37 


$712,113 69 
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OS TO 


MESSAGE OF THE MAYOR 


IN REGARD TO THE 


PRICES CHARGED FOR GAS 


AND THE 


CONTRACT MADE WITH THE BROOKLINE 
GAS LIGHT COMPANY. 


City or Boston, 
OrrFIcE oF THE Mayor, City Hatt, February 27, 1893. 


To the Honorable the City Council: 


GENTLEMEN: The desire of the people of this city for 
dollar gas is about to be realized, so far at least as certain 
sections of the city are concerned. 

In the recent advertisements for lighting the public 
streets, grounds, and buildings, a clause was inserted re- 
questing bidders to state the price at which they would sell 
gas to private consumers as well as the price for which they 
would sell gas for municipal purposes. | 

Among the replies to this advertisement was an offer from 
the Brookline Gas Light Company, a corporation duly es- 
tablished under the laws of this Commonwealth (and having 
and exercising by virtue of its charter the right to lay its 
pipes in the streets of Boston and Brookline), to furnish gas 
to the city and to private consumers in the following districts 
and upon the following terms: 
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1. In Ward 25, at the rate of one dollar and a quarter to 
the city and one dollar and a half to private consumers per 
thousand cubic feet. 

2. In that section of the city comprising Wards 11, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 21, 22, and that part of Ward 20 lying to the 
west of Blue Hill avenue and Hampden street, for seventy 
cents to the city and one dollar to private consumers per 
thousand cubic feet. 

A contract has been duly executed with this company for 
furnishing gas upon the above terms and within the above- 
mentioned districts; and inasmuch as this contract is of 
general interest to the public, both by reason of its effect 

upon the price of gas to private consumers and of certain 
special provisions there ein, I take this opportunity of trans- 
mitting a copy to your honorable body. 

Certain of the features of this contract call for special 
mention. 

The contract and the prices therein specified are perpetual 
in duration at the option of the city. That is to say, so 
long as the city desires it, the prices specified cannot be 
increased. 

It is forbidden to lay pipes under the expensive pavements 
recently laid by the Street Department; and wherever such 
pavements are encountered it will be necessary for the 
company to lay its pipes in other streets or alleys or under 
the sidewalks. 

The city secures the advantage not only of cheaper gas 
for street lights, but the same price for gas furnished to its 
parks, public erounds, and public buildings. 

The provision that the company shall furnish gas to 
private consumers at a specified price is one of the first, if 
not the first, attempt in this country to secure by sae nas 
action reasonable prices for the gas sold by private corport 
tions-to the citizens as individuals. Ample provisions Fal 
the enforcement of ‘this obligation are believed to be found 
in this contract. 

The clause for a division of net earnings may or may not 
prove a direct pecuniary benefit to the city treasury ; but it 
will at least have the effect of preventing a repetition in this 
city of the methods employed during the past five years by 
certain gas companies to maintain the prices charged for 
gas. 

‘The company furnishes a bond for the performance of this 
contract, with the American Surety Company as surety, in 
the sum of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

The permits for the work immediately necessary have 
been duly issued by the Superintendent of Lamps and the 
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Superintendent of Streets, and the company agrees to com- 
plete the laying of its pipes by July 2, 18938, for the city 
proper, and by September 1 in the Roxbury District. 

I am authorized to state that the price of gas for the town 
of Brookline will be the same, both for the town and private 
consumers, as the prices specified in this contract for Ward 
25. 

Whether the companies now supplying gas for the portions 
of the city not included in this contract will make equally 
favorable contracts remains to be seen. 

Now, however, that it has been shown, in the most con- 
clusive manner, that one dollar per thousand cubic feet in 
the more thickly settled sections of the city, and a dollar 
and a half per thousand cubic feet in the suburban districts, 
are remunerative prices for gas companies to charge in this 
community, it would seem that the Board of Gas Commis- 
sioners should no longer hesitate to order a reduction to 
these figures of the prices now charged by other companies. 

The success of the effort to secure cheaper gas for those 
portions of the city not covered by this contract will depend 
largely upon the support given by the public to the Lamp 
Department and the Mayor. 


Respectfully submitted, 
N. MatrHews, JR., 
Mayor. 
(COPY OF CONTRACT.) 


The Brookline Gas Light Company, a corporation duly 
established under the laws of the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, of the first part, hereafter called the contractor, 
and the City of Boston, a municipal corporation in’ said 
Commonwealth, of the second part, hereafter called the city, 
on this twenty-seventh day of February, 1893, agree, 

First. — That this agreement, in so far as it relates to the 
time of furnishing gas, shall take effect on the second day of 
July current and continue subject to appropriations until the 
second day of July in the year 1896, and thereafter until the 
Superintendent of Lamps of said city shall, with the written 
approval of the Mayor, notify the contractor that the con- 
tract has terminated. 

Second. — The contractor shall furnish all the gas required 
for lighting the public lamps now located, or which may here- 
after be located, in the district known as the city proper, 
south part, comprising Wards 11, 16, 17, and 18; the Rox- 
bury district, comprising Wards 19, 21, and 22, and that part 
of Ward 20 lying to the west of the centre line of Blue Hill 
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avenue and Hampden street; and the Brighton district, com- 
prising Ward 25 of said city, during such hours as said 
superintendent shall direct. Atl gas furnished to be of not 
less than twenty-five candle power. 

Third. — The contractor shall furnish and put down all 
new service pipes required for said public lamps with a regu- 
lar fall towards the street mains, and keep in regular repair 
the portions of all service pipes below ground, and use for 
said new pipes and repairs only wrought-iron pipes not less 
than one inch in diameter, and wrought-iron or malleable- 
iron couplings, bends, and elbows. 

Fourth. —The contractor agrees to set new posts as fur- 
nished by the city, for gas and naphtha lighting, to remove 
posts not in use, and to reset posts to line and grade of street 
when so ordered by the Superintendent of Lamps; the work 
to be done as rapidly as practicable. 

Fifth. — The contractor agrees to furnish and apply to 
said lamps automatic regulator burners, each delivering not 
less than four cubic feet of gas per hour, said burners to be 
the property of the city, and shall, when requested by said 
superintendent, change any burnet to a burner delivering 
such amount of gas per hour as said superintendent may 
direct. 

Sixth. —The contractor agrees to furnish a_ suflicient 
quantity of alcohol to keep the supply pipes free from 
obstruction. 

Seventh. — The contractor agrees to connect, by service 
pipes, as aforesaid, the street lamps now in use in the city 
proper, south district, and in the Roxbury district, with its 
line of mains, free of expense to the city. 

Highth. —The contractor agrees in putting down its pipes 
and mains not to disturb any “asphalt, brick, or stone pave- 
ments with concrete base, but shall, when such pipes or 
mains are carried through streets so paved, perform such 
work or lay such pipes or mains In such places as shall be 
assigned by the Superintendent of Streets in his permit. 

Ninth. — The contractor agrees that if any portion of the 
street which it has excavated for the purpose of laying its 
pipes requires repaving or resurfacing within a period of 
one year from the time it has been disturbed, it will make 
such repairs as in the opinion of the Superintendent of 
Streets are necessary to put the surface of said street in as 
good condition as it was before the time of said excavation ; 
provided, that, in the opinion of said superintendent, such 
resurfacing has become necessary by reason of said ex- 
cavation. 

Tenth. — Such additional pipes as are necessary for the 
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performance of this contract shall be laid by the contractor 
promptly in such localities and in such manner as the said 
city by its proper officers shall permit and approve, and the 
contractor shall pay such inspectors appointed by the city 
as may be in the opinion of the Superintendent of Streets 
necessary to superintend said work, and the public lamps in 
the city proper, south district, shall be connected with the 
pipes and mains of the contractor on or before July 2, 1893, 
and said lamps in.the Roxbury district shall be so connected 
on or before September 1, 1893. 

Eleventh. —'The city agrees monthly to pay to the con- 
tractor seventy cents for each thousand cubic feet of gas fur- 
nished in the city proper, south part, and the Roxbury 
district ; and one dollar and twenty-five cents for each one 
thousand feet of gas furnished in the Brighton district ; also 
all the reasonable expenses actually incurred for labor and 
materials in furnishing and putting down the service pipes 
and in keeping in good repair the portions of said pipes 
below ground; also one-half of the cost actually incurred in 
removing and cleaning the burners once in each year, and 
changing the size and style of the burners when required so 
to do by said superintendent; such new burners to be the 
property of the city, pro rata deductions from said monthly 
payments to be made for imperfect service. 

Twelfth. —In consideration of this contract, and of said 
promises of payments on the part of the city, the contractor 
agrees to and with said city to furnish to said city all the 
gas required by said city for the purpose of lighting its 
public buildings, parks, squares, and public erounds within 

said city proper, south part, and Roxbury district. for the 
sum of seventy cents a thousand cubic feet, and within the 
Brighton district for one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
thousand cubic feet, and when requested by the Mayor of 
said city it will make proper and sufficient contracts with the 
various departments of said city for the further carrying out 
of this agreement. 
_ Thirteenth. — In further consideration of this contract and 
the promises aforesaid, the contractor agrees to and with said 
city to furnish to all private consumers within said city 
proper, south part, and Roxbury district, gas at a price not 


exceeding one dollar per thousand cubic feet, and within the 
Brighton district to furnish gas to all private consumers at 
a price not exceeding one dollar and fifty cents per thousand 
cubic feet, all of said 2 gas to be of at least twenty-five candle 
power. Said prices are not to be increased so long as this 
contract with the city shall continue in force, and this clause 


shall be printed upon all bills rendered to said private con- 
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sumers by the contractor during the term of this contract ; 
and any court sitting in equity can enforce the specific per- 
formance of this clause of this contract on application of 
either the city, any citizen of Boston, or any private con- 
sumers in said district. 

Fourteenth. — The contractor shall pay to the city on the 
second day of August of each year during the continuance of 
this contract a sum equivalent to one- half of its net earnings 
during the year ending on the thirtieth day of June pre- 
ceding, as shown on the books of the contractor, which are 
to be kept in accordance with law, after paying an annual 
profit of eight per cent. on the actual money invested in that 
year in its gas plant, which amount at present is taken to be 
one million of dollars; provided, that said profits shall be 
reckoned as cumulative from the date hereof. 

In witness whereof, the contractor has hereto subseribed 
these presents by Robert Amory, its president, and Harcourt 
Amory, its treasurer, thereto duly authorized, and has affixed 
its corporate seal; and the city, by the Superintendent of 
Lamps, has hereto subscribed these presents. 


Brooxuine Gas Lieur Company, by its President, Robert 
Amory, and its Treasurer, Harcourt Amory, duly author- 


ized thereto. [Seal. ] 
City or Boston, by Patrick O’Shea, Superintendent of 
Lamps. [ Seal. ] 


Witnesses: CHarues E. HELIER. 
INGE UL a LASLORS 


Approved February 27, 1893. 
N. Martruews, Jr., Mayor. 
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MESSAGE OF THE MAYOR 


IN REGARD TO 


PERMITS GRANTED GAS COMPANIES TO 
LAY PIPES IN THE STREETS 
OF BOSTON. 


City oF Boston, OFFICE OF THE Mayor, 
City Hau, March 1, 1893. 


To the Honorable the City Council: 


GENTLEMEN: An attempt is being made by persons con- 
nected with the Bay State Gas Company to block the efforts 
of the city government to secure cheaper gas for the com- 
munity by setting up the claim that the Brookline Gas-Light 
Company cannot carry out its contract with the city of Feb- 
ruary 27 on the basis of the papers already passed, but needs 
a further permit or location from the Board of Aldermen and 
the Mayor. 

It is surprising that such a claim should be put forth by 
persons familiar with the laws and practices regulating the 
business of manufacturing and distributing gas in this city. 

So far as my information goes, no permits are granted by 
the Board of Aldermen and the Mayor to the various gas 
companies doing business in this city. ‘The Boston, East 
Boston, Charlestown, South Boston, Roxbury, Dorchester, 
and Jamaica Plain companies, as well as the Brookline Gas- 
Light Company, are all understood to have rights granted 
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by special charters to lay their pipes in the streets of Boston ; 
and these rights have for years been freely exercised by 
these companies without further locations or orders from the 
Board of Aldermen and Mayor. 

An apparent exception is to be found in the case of the 
Bay State Gas Company, which, however, is simply a man- 
ufacturing corporation, organized under the general laws of 
the Commonwealth, and having no right to lay pipes in this 
city without a permit or location from the Board of Alder- 
men and Mayor. Such permit was obtained in 1885, under 
circumstances which the people have not forgotten. Since 
that event this company has had the same right that the 
other specially incorporated companies enjoy, of laying pipes 
upon securing a permit to open the streets from the Street 
Department. 

It may be observed, in passing, that the right thus secured 
by the Bay State Gas Company to supply gas to the people 
of the city of Boston has never been exercised, this corpo- 
ration having been content to manufacture gas and sell it to 
the four other companies owned by the same parties at a 
profit of about one hundred per cent. per annum. 

A permit to open any particular street is, however, nec- 
essary; and the Board of Aldermen and the Mayor have 
general supervision over streets. This power and control is 
exercised, under the ordinances of the City Council and the 
regulations of the Board of Aldermen, by the Superintend- 
ent of Streets, who issues in the manner specified in said 
ordinances and regulations permits for all extensions and 
repairs involving excavations. 

It will thus be seen that the proper and only permits re- 
quired by the Brookline and other gas companies having the 
right to do business in this city are the ordinary permits to 
open streets, which are issued in great numbers every year 
by the Superintendent of Streets. 

The report of the Street Department for the year 1891 
shows that between January 1, 1891, and January 31, 1892, 
permits for extensions and repairs were granted to gas com- 
panies as follows : 


Boston . : , ° i ; 963 
Brookline : : : . : 1d. 
Charlestown  . : : : : ay 
Dorchester ‘ . “ : : 414 
East Boston . : : ; ; 108 
Jamaica Plain . . b < 4 24: 
Roxbury . 391 


: South Boston . ; s ‘ : rl of 5) 
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Most of these permits were for repairs; but many of them 
were for extensions, which are being continually demanded 
of the companies by the inhabitants of the city and their 
representatives in the City Council. 

No suggestion has ever been made that these extensions 
required a special permit or location from the Board of Al- 
dermen and Mayor, and no such permits or locations have 
ever been asked for or given, so far as I am aware, during 
the many years that these companies have been operating in 
Boston. 

It is also claimed that the Board of Aldermen should re- 
voke the authority vested in the Superintendent of Streets 
for many years past, to issue permits for street openings, in 
order that the Board may be enabled to prescribe, as condi- 
tions of such permits, even more favorable terms than those 
secured in the recent contract with the Brookline Gas-Light 
Company. 

If any person is inclined to give ear to this argument, he 
should turn to the debates in the Board of Aldermen of 
1885, upon the order permitting the Bay State Gas Com- 
pany to lay pipes in the streets. It will be discovered that 
this same corporation, now so anxious to have the Board of 
Aldermen order some other gas company to sell gas at lower 
prices than it is willing to set itself, was then bitterly op- 
posed to every effort to attach any condition of this character 
to the order or location it was seeking. The friends of the 
Bay State proposition voted down by seven to five every 
amendment seeking to impose upon this company as a con- 
ditiou of its location, any pecuniary obligation for the benefit 
of the city or of private consumers. One amendment in 
particular, offered by Alderman Hart, provided that the gas 
should be of 20-candle power, and that the price should be 
not over one dollar per thousand cubic feet. (See City 
Council Minutes, February 9, 1885.) 

The ostensible reason for defeating these amendments or 
riders was, that under the law all that the Board of Alder- 
men and the Mayor could do was to grant a location as pro- 
vided by statute, and that they could not attach any money 
considerations or conditions. 

This opinion was undoubtedly correct, being supported by 
many decisons of the courts and by a series of opinions from 
our different Corporation Counsels. A number of opinions 
have been submitted to the City Council on various occasions 
during the years 1891 and 1892 in further illustration of this 
doctrine. 

This inability has been the just and frequent subject of 
complaint. In 1890 a committee of the city council re- 
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ported unanimously an order, which passed both branches 
unanimously, requesting the Mayor to petition the General 
Court for an Act authorizing cities and towns to prescribe 
terms and conditions for the use of their streets by private 
corporations. (See City Council Minutes, 1890, p. 821.) 
I quote the last paragraph of the report : 


“As it appears that the city, at present, has not the 
authority to secure a return from the corporations to whom 
privileges are granted for the use of streets, it will be neces- 
sary to apply to the Legislature for further power, and the 
committee accordingly recommend the passage of the follow- 
ing order.” 

“WILLIAM Power WILSON, 
*Joun A. McLaAvucuHii, 
“WerstEy A. GOvE, 
“ BOWDOIN 8S. PARKER, 
“S. Epwarp SHaw, 
“Tsaac Rosnosky, 
* ALBERT ay) ELALLS 
“Joun F. KInNEy.” 


“ Ordered, That His Honor the Mayor be hereby re- 
quested to petition the General Court, at its next session, 
for the passage of an act authorizing cities and towns to pre- 
scribe terms and conditions for the use of their streets by 
private corporations.” 

In the year 1891 a similar order was passed by the Com- 
mon Council. (See City Council Minutes, 1891, p. 108.) 

In furtherance of the petition of my predecessor, the 
Corporation Counsel, Mr. James B. Richardson, went before 
committees of the Legislature of 1891 on several occasions, 
with a bill prepared by him for the purpose of enabling the 
Board of Aldermen and the Mayor of this city to attach 
pecuniary conditions to street permits and locations. This 
bill was, however, rejected in committee. 

This year I have again caused to be prepared and intro- 
duced into the Legislature a bill which is being opposed by 
the same gas interests which are now accusing me of ex- 
ceeding my powers in making contracts. In other words, 
the same influences which are working at the City Hall to 
take away from the Superintendent of Streets the right he 
has exercised for years to issue permits, on the ground that 
if the Board of Aldermen itself exercised this power it could 
secure more favorable terms, are working at the State House 
to prevent the enactment of the legislation which is necessary 
to enable the Board of Aldermen and the Mayor to insert 
any money consideration whatever in these orders. 
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Such a law is, in my opinion, necessary for the proper pro- 
tection of our municipal interests, but the State Legislature 
is the only tribunal that can grant relief. 

In order that there may be no misapprehension among the 
members of the Legislature as to the attitude of the City 
Government of Boston, I beg to suggest the passage by your 
honorable body of resolutions indorsing this measure. 

It being impossible to secure relief in this particular man- 
ner from the extortionate charges made by the Bay State 
Gas combination until enabling legislation had been passed, 
and the city having no right to undertake the work of manu- 
facturing and distributing gas upon its own account, I have 
endeavored to secure, in the only manner open to the city, — 
that is, by the competition of private capital, —a fair con- 
tract for lighting the streets, in which contract those 
pecuniary conditions could be inserted as part of the con- 
sideration for the covenants made by the city, which could 
not legally be attached as conditions of permits or locations 
granted either by the Board of Aldermen and the Mayor, or 
by the Superintendent of Streets. 

Although a condition or rider attached to a permit of the 
Superintendent of Streets or to an order of the Board of 
Aldermen prescribing that the Brookline Gas-Light Company 
should sell gas for a specified price in any specified district 
would be illegal and inoperative, the same thing could, it 
was thought, be accomplished by making the obligation to 
uccept these prices part consideration for the contract on the 
part of the city to give the lighting of its streets to this com- 
pany. 

In this manner only, under existing laws, could the end in 
view be attained ; and it has been a source of great gratifica- 
tion to me to observe the favorable manner in which this 
contract, which marks a radical departure in municipal policy 
in this country, has been received by the people of the city. 

The annexed opinion of the Corporation Counsel may be 
referred to as a concise statement of the law relating to these 
matters. (See Appendix A.) 

I append copies of House Documents 632, 633, 634, 635, 
636, 637, and 638, the same being the bills introduced into 
the Legislature in support of my petition of January 30, 
1893, for legislation enabling the city to procure gas and 
electricity at cheaper prices than is now possible. (See 
Appendix B.) 

Respectfully submitted, 


N. MatTrHews, JR., 
Mayor. 
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APPENDIX A. 


City or Boston, 
OFFICE OF THE CORPORATION COUNSEL, 
March 1, 1893. 
Hon. N. Martruews, JR., — 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Sir: You ask me to answer the following questions: 

1. Does the contract dated February 27, 1893, between the 
Brookline Gas-Light Company and the City of Boston require any 
order from the Board of Aldermen to render it valid? 

2. Has the Brookline Gas-Light Company a right to lay its 
pipes under permits issued by the Superintendent of Streets with- 
out a special order of the Board of Aldermen? 

3. Can the Board of Aldermen or the Superintendent of 
Streets require, before issuing permits or locations to gas com- 
panies, any pecuniary or other consideration ? 

I would reply as follows: 

Ist. In my opinion the contract does not require any order of 
the Board of Aldermen in order to render it a valid and binding 
contract. 

2d. The company has the right to lay its pipes in the streets of 
Boston under permits issued by the Superintendent of Streets in 
virtue of the authority conferred upon him by the regulations of 
the Board of Aldermen and the ordinances of the city. The con- 
sent of the Board of Aldermen can be given either by a general 
or special order, and by Chapter 5 of the Regulations of the Board 
their consent has already been given. 

3d. The streets of Boston are the property of the people of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and the cities and towns, 
which by statute are charged with their maintenance and repair, 
cannot charge any person for any use such person may desire to 
make of them, unless the State has authorized by statute a 
charge to be made or burden imposed. ‘There is no statute which 
authorizes any charge to be made or burden imposed as a condi- 
tion for the consent of the Board of Aldermen or Superintendent 
of Streets to open and dig up the public streets. 


Respectfully, 
Tuomas M. Basson, 
Corporation Counsel. 


. 
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APPENDIX B. 


Bills introduced into the State Legislature of 1893 in support 
of the petition of the Mayor of Boston for legislation enabling 
the city to procure gas and electricity at cheaper prices than is 
now possible : 


(House Document No. 632.) 
AN ACT 


To amend Chapter Three Hundred and Seventy of the Acts of 
the Year Eighteen Hundred and Ninety-one, entitled ‘* An 
Act to enable Cities and Towns to manufacture Gas and 
Electricity.” 


Be it enacted, etc.: 


SEcTION 1. Section eighteen of chapter three hundred and 
seventy of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-one 
is hereby amended hy adding at the end thereof the following 
words: ‘*and provided, further, that any city or town may from 
time to time procure and maintain within its limits such lands, 
buildings, machinery, and appliances as it may deem necessary or 
convenient for making, generating, distributing, and using gas or 
electricity, or both, for its municipal uses, and may, for such 
uses, make, generate, and distribute gas and electricity, and 
nothing in this act shall be construed to take away, restrict, or 
impair its right so to do.” 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 


(House Document No. 633.) 
AN ACT 


To compel Gas and Electric Light Companies to furnish Gas and 
Electricity for Municipal Purposes at the Reasonable Cost to 
manufacture the same. 


Be tt enacted, etc.: 


Section 1. <Any corporation engaged in the business of 
furnishing gas or electric light in this Commonwealth shall furnish 
gas or electric light to the city or town in which its works are 
situated for the purpose of lighting streets and public buildings, of 
proper quality and at the reasonable cost to manufacture and de- 
liver the same. 

Sect. 2. In case said city or town and a gas or electric light 
company cannot agree as to the proper quality or as to the reason- 
able cost to manufacture and deliver said gas or electric light, the 
mayor of said city or the selectmen of said town or the president 
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of said company may apply to the board of gas commissioners to 
fix and determine said cost and quality; said board, after such 
notice as it shall deem expedient, shall give a public hearing on 
such application to the gas or electric light company and to the 
city or town, and thereafter may take such action in regard to the 
subject- -matter, and may pass such order and decree “relating to 
the cost and quality of the gas or electric light thereafter to be 
furnished by said company to said city or town, as if may deem 
just and reasonable, and the same shall thereafter be binding upon 
all parties until further application made as aforesaid, and the 
further order of said board thereon. 
Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 


(House Document No. 634.) 


AN ACT 


Allowing Cities to prescribe by Ordinance Sums to be paid by 
Gas and Electric Light Companies for Permits to open the 
Streets. 


Be it enacted, etc.: 


Secrion 1. The city council of any city may prescribe by ordi- 
nance, a sum to be paid by gas and electric ‘light companies re- 
ceiving authority to-open the streets of said city, “for setting poles, 
laying pipes and wires, or making repairs, said charge to be a sum 
in gross for each excavation, or a sum proportionate to the length 
of excavation, and sufficient in amount to pay the city the expense 
of doing the work, and of keeping the portion of the way open and 
in repair for the six months succeeding. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 


(House Document No. 635.) 
AN ACT 


Authorizing the City of Boston to prescribe by Ordinance Sums 
which shall be paid by Gas and Electric Light Companies for 
Permits to open the Streets of said City. 


Be it enacted, etc.; 


Section 1. The city council of the city of Boston is hereby 
authorized to prescribe by ordinance that the superintendent of 
streets of said city shall charge gas and electric light companies 
for permits to open the streets of said city, for setting poles or 
laying pipes and wires or making repairs on the same, a certain 
amount or amounts of money, said charge to be either an amount 
in gross for each excavation, or an amount suflicient to cover the 
cost of keeping the portion of the street where the ground has 
been opened by the company, in repair for six months succeeding 
the doing of the work. 

Sect. 2. This act’shall face effect upon its passage. 
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(House Document No. 636.) 


AN ACT 


To authorize the Board of Aldermen of the City of Boston to 
prescribe the Payment of Money as one of the Conditions 
of their Consent to the Use of the Streets by Companies 
organized under Section Eleven of Chapter One Hundred 
and Six of the Public Statutes. 


Be it enacted, etc. : 


Section 1. The aldermen of the city of Boston are hereby 
authorized to prescribe the payment of annual fees as one of the 
conditions of their consent to gaslight companies and corpora- 
tions organized for either or both of the purposes mentioned in 
section eleven of chapter one hundred and six of the Public 
Statutes, to dig up and open the grounds of, or maintain their 
wires in, the streets of said city. 

Secr. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 


(House Document No. 637.) 


AN ACT 


To compel all Gas and Electric Light Companies incorporated in 
this State and doing Business in Boston to value their Real 
Estate and Machinery for Tax Purposes at the same Sum that 
they value it in their Sworn Returns to the Gas Commis- 
sioners. 


Be it enacted, etc. : 


Section 1. Any company incorporated under the laws of this 
state engaged in the business of manufacturing gas or electricity, 
if engaged in said business in city of Boston, shall return to the 
assessors of said city on or before April first of each year a sworn 
statement of the value of its real estate and machinery, which 
statement shall be a transcript of the value of said real estate and 
machinery as shown upon the books of said company. 

SecT. 2. If said statement is not returned to said assessors on 
or before April first, the said assessors shall take as an estimate 
of the just value of said real estate and machinery the same sums 
that it is valued at in the sworn returns made by said company to 
the board of gas commissioners for the preceding year, which 
estimate shall be entered in the valuation for purposes of taxation 
of said company and be exclusive. 

Secr. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
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(House Document No. 638.) 
AN ACT 


To authorize Cities and Towns to prescribe the Payment of Money 
as one of the Conditions of their Consent to the Use of the 
Streets by Companies organized under Section Eleven of 
Chapter One Hundred and Six of the Public Statutes. 


Be it enacted, etc.: 


Section 1. The mayor and aldermen of a city or the selectmen 
of a town may, as one of the conditions of their consent to gas- 
light companies and corporations organized for either or both of 
the purposes mentioned in section eleven of chapter one hundred 
and six of the Public Statutes, to dig up and open the grounds in 
any of the streets, lanes, or highways thereof, prescribe the pay- 
ment of such annual fees as may be established by said mayor 
and aldermen or board of selectmen. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
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EXPENSES OF JOINT COMMITTEES 


OF THE 


CLAY 0 UNG bd 


Avupitinc Department, March 1, 1893. 
To the Honorable the City Council: 


In accordance with Rule 22 of the Joint Rules of the City 
Council, the undersigned herewith presents a statement of 
bills paid from the Contingent Fund, Joint Committees, to 
March 1, 1893. 


James H. DopeGe, 
City Auditor. 


Tue QUINCY. 
Jan. 31 February March 
1892. Draft. Draft. Draft. 
Committee on Consolidation of Departments: 
June 25, July 6. Refreshments, Fitzgerald, $2 00 
City Clerk Depar tment: 


LR ORIES TE Ti a ee a ee 1 00 
Claims : 
November 16, 17, 30, December 17. 
RE SR ODRIN oss el ae eth ackeh se 2a. $4 00 
December 20, Ref., Burien. . . 1 00 
December 20, 23, 26, 28. Ref., Spring, 4 00 atae 


Causeway-Street Crossing : 
July 11, 21, 23, 25, October 14, 20, 26, 27, 28, 
29, 31, November 2, 5, 8, 9 12, 14, 16, 17, 
19, 21, 22, 25, 30. Ref., Fitzgerald’ a st eet eee 


Carries SOrwmards Wiss ass Sins $36 00 
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oe 381 February March 
Draft. Draft. Draft. 


Brought forward §. » « sss Guelities ae eoO OL 

East Boston Bridge: 

February 17. Ref., W.J. Donovan... . 1 00 
Ferries : 

November 23, 26. Ref., Fitzgerald .... 2 00 
Fire Department: 

June 22, July 5,12. Ref.,Folsom..... 3 00 
Harvard Street : 

March 28, April 20, May 16,17, June 3, 15. 


BCT. cds, QUINT, oy, BSI cei he 0 RL gor es 6 00 
Hospital Department : 
September 30. Ref., Forbush ....... 1 00 


Inspection of Buildings: 

December 14, 21,28. Ref., Lynch. $3 00 

December 14. Ref., W. J. Donovan, 1 00 

December 21, 28. Ref., Burlen. . 2 00 ate 
Legislative Matters : 

April 4, December 24. Ref., Fitzgerald . . 2 00 
Mt. Hope Cemetery 

December 25. Ret., McCielian (ce. ¥cus a» 1 00 
Memorial Day: 

December 3. Ref., W. J. Sullivan .... 1 00 
Ordinances : 

ADIT Ooty Usehignae FS TNLE os ee ee 1 00 
Orchard Park: 

May 28, June 27, September 2, 17, 

October 26,28. Ref.,Dolan .. $6 00 

October 28. Ref., McClellan .. . 1 00 ics 
Public Institutions : 

October 14. Ref., O’Hara . 

eae ‘pf November 18. Ref., Fol- 


Mercnbe: 5, 16,18. Ref. po gst 


Public Buildings : : 
November 1, Ait , 15, 18, 26,29. Ref., 
ESWANSES rope Seer cagea ns teas Me eo $6 00 
. November 9, 21. Ref., Folsom . . 2 00 


—-- 600 


Public Grounds : 
November 4, 7, 14. Ref., Coughlin... . 3 00 
Printing Depar tment : 
May 16. Wels SV Oune sal. ets: Ge $1 00 
September 1. Ref., Burlen. ... 1 00 


Relief of the Poor Department : 
October 1, 4... Ref., Curley .......- 2 00 
Street Department : 
December 20.. Ref., SP. Smith... 7. t 00 
December 3, 27. Ref. SVC phages eee 2 00 
Treasury Depar tment: 
February 9. Ref., J. B. Patterson .... 1 00 
East Boston Tunnel: 
April 14. Ref., W. J. Donovan. 2. ~ 4% 1 00 
Water Supply : 
November 9, 10, 18, 22, December 5, 
6, 12,°14,°16,728." Ref. Wo FF. 
RiOnOvGH WG. AS Cees S10 00 
December 17. Ref., Cressy... . 1 00 


Water Income: 

February 2, June 15, October 14, 28, No- 
vember 9, )8, 22, December 5, 7. Ref., 
AAC ITOR gk apa ee 2 Nereis 00 

——~— $113 00 
Claims: 


December 28. Ref., McLaughlin. .... $1 00 
Carried forward. .... SINR cetce $1 00 $113 00 
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Jan. 31 February March 
Draft. Draft. Draft. 


Brought forward... cheese ee ee $1 00 $113 00 
Collecting Department: 
December 19. Ret.) Liyneh 74. ".). Se 1 00 
Engineering Depar tment : 
December 28. Ref.,C. Doherty. ..... 1 00 


Fire Department: 
October 3, November 22, T)ecember 
20. Ref., McClellan; ... 23.5% $3 00 
December 20, 27. Ref., Folsom. . 2 00 


—— 500 
Finance : 
December 17. -Ref., Burlen. . . . 28°. . 1 00 
Hospital Department : 
September 27. Ref., McClellan. ..... 1 00 
Inspection of Buildings : 
December 28. Ref, PAIR Chis. Manet s/o 5 Ae 1 00 
Library Department : 
December 2. Ref., J.B. Patterson .... 1 00 
Ordinances : 
December 16. Ref.,S.P.Smith. ..... 1 00 
Public Buildings : 
December 23. Ref., doynehip tech dtec. chases 1 00 
Police Department: 
December 6, 20, 27. Ref., N. F. Doherty . 3 00 
Park Depar tment: 
December 30. Ref., Arthur -..... .. eye 1 00 
sa $18 00 
Appropriations : 
January 20. Ref., O’Brien... . $1 00 
January 20, 23, 28. Ref.;, 8. P. 
SUTTER hy eRe Ie aE Cao IR a 3 00 
— $4 00 
Architect Department : 
December 27. Ref., Boyd, Toland .... 2 00 
Butler Eulogy : 
February 1,4. Ref., Rourke... $2 00 
February 8, 10. Ref., W. F. Dono- 
SEOs eee ctedy it ect maker de % 2 00 
— 400 
Brooks Memorial : 
February 3. Ref.,Gormley........ 1 00 
Causeway Street Crossing : 
December 27, 28. Ref., Fitzgerald... . 2 00 
Claims: 
January 31, February 7, 14. Ref., Spring . 3 00 
Chinese : 
Hebruary so. Het.,.Marnell ..:>. 35 . <i. 1 00 
East Boston Tunnel: 
February 1, 13. Ref.,Cochran. . $2 00 
February 1. Ref., Murphy ee 1 00 
February 6. Ref., Arthur, Battis, 2 00 
February 13. Ref., ouest ie 1 00 
— 600 
Engineer” s Department: 
February 18. Ref., Gormley ....... 1 00 
Finance: 
January 27, February 9. Ref., S. P. 
Ty A Be Aas tenn oS Gee ere 2 00 
Ferries : 
November 1, 4. Ref., Fitzgerald . $2 00 
February 8. Ref., Fishers... . 1 00 an 


Inspection of Buildings: 
December 16, 19, 23, 24, 30,31. Ref., 


Pee LEE cies ee. AEE Beal $6 00 
December ik 20. Ref., Lynch . . 2 00 
December 23, 24, 26, 30, aie Ref., 

Stalker... i Fal EES 5 00 


January 25. Ref., Parker... .. 1 00 
Carried forward ....... $14 00 $29 00 $113 00 $18 00 
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Jan. 31 February March 


Draft. Draft. Draft. 
‘Brought forward. ...... $14 00 $29 00$113 00 $18 00 
January 25, February I. Ref., 
SPLINES adits!) cette Vette. fis. aegis Be 2 00 
— 1600 
Joint Rules : 
January 23, 24. Ref.,Gormley... $2 00 
January 24. Ref., Spring... . - 1 00 
ad 3 00 
Legislative Matters: 
February UWI tit Beate) es gh Sak ae, GEPe Cn 1 00 
Mayor’s Address: 
January 25, February 1. Ref., McMackin . 2 00 
Public Institutions : 
December 14, 19, 21. Ref., Conghtin. . . . 3 00 
Public Buildings: 
January 25, February 3. Ref., M. 
Wis UROLMIIS me i) ules tiie oa» $2 00 
January 25. Ref., Mintz, Finneran, 2 00 Ms 
a d 
Park Department : 
February 7. Ref., Cochran, Arthur... . 2 00 
Police Department : 
December 2, 3, 5, 7, 9, 10, 12, 

14, 16, 17, 19, 21, 23, 24, 26, 28, 

30, 31. Ref., N. F. Doherty .. $18 00 
February 5, 10. Ref., Spring ... 2 00 
February 3. Ref., Arthur .. .. 1 00 

—— 21 00 
Public Grounds: 
October 20, December 12, 20, 26. 

Ref., Coughlin . $4 00 

February 1, ‘8. Ref., J.W. O'Brien, 2 00 

---~ 6 00 

Rules and Orders: 

January 24. Ref., M. W. Collings... . .~ 1 00 
Relief of the Poor Department: 

February 10. Ref., Jacobs, MeMackin. . 2 00 
Schools and School-houses : 

Hebruary 11.(.Kei., Marnely iy hv... 1 00 
South Boston Grade Crossing: 

December 17, 24. Ref., Coughlm .... 2 00 
Street Department: 

Decemberil6.. Refs; Uynchtiys see 1 00 
Water Income Department: 

December 12,19. Ref., Toland. ..,.... 2 00 

— $96 00 
BoyLstTon Car Co. 

Claims : 

November 1, 2, 9, 14, 22, 26, De- 

cember 5, 14, 20, 23, 27. Ref., Mc- 

Lang hlin ce. sw. ppd cn br heave $11 00 
November 1, 2,3, 5,7, 9, 12, 14, 15, 

18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 26, Dec. 5, 6, 7, 

95:12. Ref., Dolan (20. Gee. 

— $31 00 
City Clerk Department : 
May 18. Ref., A. J. Patterson... .... 1 00 
Clerk of Committees Department : 
eee 27,31. Ref., A.J. Patter- 
ee! ie > ibs, sR eOO 
Deceanes 27. Ref., Young . Bs este 1 00 
3 00 
Columbus Day 
October 8. "Ref, Callahan.s e705 i Mises J 1 00 
Contingent Expenses : 
November 22. Ref, A.C. Smnith /7.een00 1 00 
Finance: 
November 25, 29. Ref., J. Quinn, Jr... . 2 00 
$39 00 $113 00 00 $18 00 $96 00 


Carried fopiaard Vas fc 6 GL ENA 
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DBTOUGEL FOTWATE eek shies es 6 ye 
Fire Department: 
November 15, Ref., McClellan. ..... 
Harvard Street : 

March 18, April 2,23, May 7, June 10, Sep- 
tember 16, 30, October 1,7, 18. Ref., J. 
AOTIRTITEMRAL oc teedirdina) okt | alle? od Senta ne sates 

Inspection of Buildings Department : 

November 9, 16, 23, December 7, 10, 

12, 20, 23. Ref., T. J. Sullivan. $8 00 

December 7, 24. Ref., Lynch. . . 2 00 


Labor Day: 
June 8, August 23, 31. Ref., A.C. 


CUEUERA Gy UE ALES 3b 3 a eRe Aaa $3 00 
June 20, August 23, 30, 31. Ref, 
Eis se ALLETSOLiwt.. Bls.tea ut ois 4 00 


June 21, August 12, 15, 23, 25, 26, 
27, 30, 31, September 3. Ref., Mc- 
RTUMIES 9 Cem eu Meme ho seh ks oe 10 00 


Mt. Hope Cemetery : 
ays Ser el. pL AUG Shag eighty shee 
Printing Department : 
June 15, 22, 25, October 5. Ref., 
alates 5 ce cote lett ues i's io e's $4 00 
August 20, 24, October 22, No- - 
vember 16. Ref., Young . . .-. 4 00 
October 22, 26, November 3, 16, 
December 5. Ref., Higgins. . . 5 00 
Police Department : 
November 1, 8, December 6. Ref., Welch . 
Public Institutions: 
July 29, August 19, September 2, 14. 
Tye leg GI ELATS 1. oaths Ais pvizaet cleans hs $4 00 
October 25. Ref., Coughlin... . 1 00 


Public Grounds: 
August 8, October 3. Ref., Cough- 
Chute 26 5 9 UNE AAM ees Dake? 9 lan A $2 00 
August 15. Ref., J. Quinn, Jr. . . 1 00 


Public Buildings : 

SentenierovU. Rel.; Dannt 2.255 Sor + ie 
Statues of Grant, Sheridan, and Farragut: 

November is) Bef., Clark se" S | ied ls 
South Boston Grade Crossings: 

November 22. Ref.,Coughlin. ..  ... 
Orchard Park : 

Ply, 12 loecoeny ROL; DON sis ¥- a5 cei 


Collecting Department : 
December 19. Ref., W. F. Donovan 
Printing Department: 
October 12, 22, 26. Ref., Callahan. $3 00 
December 7,17. Ref., Higgins. . 2 00 


Public Grounds: 
November 2. Ref., Reinhart....... 
Schools and School-houses: 


December 2. -Ref.,Higginsy)% 2 3-3". > 
Statues: 
November 1. Ref., Callahan ....... 


Water Supply: 
December 31. Ref., Lyons, W. F. Donovan, 


Appropriations : 
January 20. Ref., W.J. Sullivan. .... 


PAIPTERD FOTWOTE SA RO We Ee et 


COMMITTEES. 5 


Jan. 31 February March 
Draft. Draft. Draft. 


$39 00 $113 00 $18 00 $96 00 
1 00 


10 00 


10 00 


17 00 
1 00 


13 00 
3 00 


5 00 


3 00 
1 00 
1 00 
1 00 


3 00 
— 108 00 


$1 00 


5 00 
1 00 
1 00 
1 00 


200 — 
— 11 00 


$1 00 


$1 00 $221 00 $2900 $96 00 
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FIrOUGhe FOTWATA HN Bile Se ai kw 

Butler Eulogy: 

January 25. Ref., W.F. Donovan .... 
Contingent Expenses : 

January 24. Ret., Jacobs, King 
Chinese : 

February 3., Ket. Grin -@) on. . 3). Ww 
Claims : 

February 7. Ref., Lyons . 
Ferry Department: 

February 8. Ref., Griffin . 
Harvard Street: 

November 12, 16. Ref., J. uno, 


Jr. ‘ 
January ik Febr wary p Ref., 
AVelch com er hn ie HOLE ay, 2 00 


Inspection of Buildings : 
January 25, February 1, 6, 8, 11. Ref., 
OP RES oo cA es REM ge a em aS ae 
Library Department: 
Hebriaryiis.. Ref.,-O’ Hara. 6. ae ae 
Laying Out Streets Department : 
Aa dl, February 6. Ref., Fin- 


Grifftn 2319, Gjl Sa ee ot a pr OR A Be 3 00 


Printing Department : 

Jantiaryice.s, Wet., A.C. Smith ees. 
Public Institutions : 

November 7,11, December 7. Ref., O’Hara, 
Public Lands : 

December 9. Ref.,McLaughlin. . $1 00 

December 14. Ref., Lyons... . 1 00 
Public Buildings : 

October 14, November 7. Ret., 

Daunt. . $2 00 
January 27, February 3. Ref., Fin- 


HEPAT ees ; 2 00. 
January 27, ‘February 3. ” Ref., 
MTD aan he Naess ee teh. 2 00 
Relief of the Poor: 
Pebruary 7; 14." Ref., Jacobs's 0 ts) s0 5th 
Rules and Orders: 
January 2o. Ueto .<Ws Collins’. ve. 
Stony Brook: 
Octoberi20. Ref., ul albot. 1s). fo: $1 00 
November 2, 17, 18, December 12, , 
October 28. Ref. pourley =... 5 00 


November 3. Ref., AST: Patterson, 1 00 


Water-Supply Department : 
November 3, December 3, 16. Ref., 


[LoVONS Sf. ie Pee eee ie whee ee $3 00 . 
“November 2, 15, 21, December 10. 

fet... WsaP. Dondvan.s. ta 4r le. 4 00 
January 25. Ref., Reinhart, Emer- 

SORPUM sada fs") wits A aet oats ae eee te 2 00 


Jan. 31 February 


Draft. 
$1 00 $221 00 


2 00 


6 00 
2 00 


9 00 


R. A. STRANAHAN. 


Consolidation of Departments: 
Mayo. Get, Gormley: =.) ..0. 4". " eee 
Contingent Expenses : 


April 1G. Piet. A. CoSmith a.) Mena 28, 0, 


és Carried forward roe Oo, fee Ams retry, Be 


$1 00 
1 00 


$2 00 $221 00 


Draft. 
$29 00 


B29 00. 


March 
Draft. 
$96 00 


53 00 


$149 00 


EXPENSES OF JOINT COMMITTEES. ri 


Jan. 31 February March 
Draft. Draft. Draft. 


Brought forward. .....44+4..... $2 00 $221 00 $2900 $149 00 
Claims : 
November 28, 29, December 3, 10, 14, 20, 23, 
Dates ENOL IOIST. datne Ghee fos eee s 9 00 
Ferry ‘Department : 
March 4, 15, 17. Ref., Briggs flo tah awe 3 00 
Harvard Street: 
October 5. Ref., J. Quinn, OS isivx, love gue 1 00 


Inspection of Buildings : 
November 29, December 14, 16, 21. 


Hels ees Sullivan’. 2.2% go". $4 00 
December 21. Ref., Stalker .... 1 00 
— 5 00 
Ordinances : 
November 25, December 2,16. Ref., Dolan . 3 00 
Orchard Park: 
May 20;27,; 28.- Ret., Dolan soo td ei ie, 3 00 


Public Institutions : 
July 18, 21, August 4, 12, 18, 25, 30, Sep- 
tember iy ot 14, 16, October ily 29, Si No- 
vember 12. Ref., Coughlin Baise ia, 9 re 15 00 
Police Department : 
September 28, 30, October 3, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 24, 26, 29, 31, November 1, 3, 11, 
LDS Liga; 20; ene lnl-, PXOCEOPR! Sci ns. 0 23 00 
Public Grounds: 
August 22, September 2, 5, October 26, 28, 


November 9. Ref., Coughlin erika 6 00 
South Boston Grade Crossings : 
September 19, October 4. Ref., Coughlin . 2 00 


Street Department : 
November 7, 12, 30, December 6, 20. Ref., 


PPT Meee Ph cn o Fie AMS te th a2 Cha He bea 5 00 
Water-Supply : 
October 31, December 17. Ref., Hallstram . 2 00 ‘ 
— 79 00 
Fire Department: 
December. 6.) hef., McCletianm 7° i au ettce Wes Be. 1 00 
Ferry Department :* 
Becember 12. Ref., Briggs. 23) .uy% 4 x $1 00 
Public Grounds: 
November 30/"Ref., Coughlin 7.2. = 2. 1 00 
Public Institutions : 
November 25, 28, December 7. Ref., Cough- + 
ASIN Cee ON A ee: tel TAMa MS Oo Secale a 3 00 
Police Department : 
November 7, 9, 12, 24, December 5, 7, 9, 10. 
TROLS NELOCLON 3) Ga artes wb Be he toc ks 8 00 
South Boston Grade Crossings : 
November 23, December 3, 5. Ref., Cough- 
Der RAR or ar a ee ase ela ek & els 3 00 
— 16 00 
JOHN WELCH. 
Inspection of Buildings: 
November 16. Carriage, Lynch. . $8 00 
December 27. Carriage, Lynch, 
Burlen, W.J.Donovan..... 8 00 
— $16 00 
Street Department : 
December 3. Carriage, Lynch .. $8 00 
December 5. Carriage, Lynch . . 8 00 
December 6. Carriage, Lynch . . 8 00 
— 24 00 
40 00 
Inspection of Buildings: 
January 1. Carriage, ASV TUEND pad lates. ot haa a 8 00 
Relief of the Poor Department : 
February 8. Carriage, Mooney, Battis, McMackin . 8 00 


Or OE GY TT CEOS a ae ar a ; $340 00 $38 00 $173 00 
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Jan. 81 February March 
Draft. Draft. Draft. 


Brought forward we SRO eas vd TR age $340 00 $38 00 $173 00 


THos. LANE & Son. 
Inspection of Buildings : 
November 18. Carriage, W. J. Donovan, 
Lynch, Stalker, T.. J. Sullivan .... . $8 00 
December 2. Carriage, W. J. Donovan, 


Lynch, Stalker, T.J. Sullivan. . 8 00 
December 3. Carriage, W. J. Donovan, 
Lynch, Burlen, T. J. Sullivan. ..... 8 00 
— 24 00 
December 28. Carriage, W. J. Donovan, Stalker, 
Perle BisVOCH Two UL aurea. lk: te hes mae! Tg 8 00 
St. NicHoLtas Hore.. 
Columbus Day: 
October 10. “Ref. Callahan: =...) 3)" $1 00 
Finance: 
December 6, 8. Ref., Lyons ....... 2 00 
Harvard Street : 
PI Yeresmer tel, Wet UNs hs ovat ohm owes 1 00 
Harbor Fortifications : 
December 7.0 Ref.; Curley <0 sei\.) 2555s 1 00 
Inspection of Buildings: 
December 5, 10, 12. Ref., Lynch... .. 3 00 
Memorial Day: 
TDECECTADOL IO. al bele.  TETCO \cib css) lel ash nae 1 00 
Mt. Hope Cemetery : 
bers LOL sse LELCO a. sc thte-aiha si cahn oats 1 00 
Public Buildings: 
October 20, 24, 28, November 5. Ref. Lynch, 4 00 
Public Institutions : 
November 3,7. Ref., Healy 2... .%.°s. 2 00 
Printing Department: 
Deceumer 77 .1vet., Lealy a, hee eng 1 00 
Park Department: 
December 2,9. Ref., Pierce ... $2 00 
December 5. Ref., Lyons... .. 1 00 sank 
Relief of the Poor Department : 
Noyember 11, 26. Ref., Curley. ..... 2 00 
Water-Supply: 
December 17. “Ref., Lyons: >. 4.5.5 1 00 
—— 23 00 
Finance: 


December 28. Ref., Norris... ....% . $1 00 
Park Department: 

December 23. Ref., Pierce. ....5 i... 1 00 

— 2 00 

Butler Eulogy : 

February 1,4. Ref.,W.F. Donovan, $2 00 

February 4,15. Ref., Banks .. . 2 00 

-—— $4 00 

Brooks Eulogy : 

Hevruary oO. . cvel., Mi ansHeld 205.05 J 1 00 
Blaine Eulogy: 

February ll. Ref., W.F. Donovan... . 1 00 


Chinese : 

Peraaiy. 3.0 CLs (Ol ins aes eee Cie 1 00 
Collector’s Department : 

February 2. Ref., Mansfield ....... 1 00 
Contingent Expenses : 

January 24 het, Merrill egress a 1 00 
Harvard Street : 

eanuary ol. oRef., Hall . 5 (in doit hate 1 00 
Widening Streets : 

January 51.) Ref., Banks . . else, 1 00 


Carried forward’ SVS... DU, $11 00 $387 00 $48 00 $173 00 


EXPENSES OF JOINT COMMITTEES. 9 
Jan. 31 February March 
Draft. Draft. Draft. 
DPOUID FORTE. OT a a $11 00 $387 00 $48 00 $173 00 
Public Buildings : 
a MNO rece, IRGL<, NOL fs os ne Galen's 1 00 
Park Department: 
December 6. Ref., Pierce . . . 1 00 
February 7. Ref., C.C. Collins. . 1 00 anes 
Public Grounds: 
February 1, 8,15. Ref., Riddle. . $3 00 
February 1, 8, 15. Ref., Reinhart . 3 00 id 
a 6 
Street Department : 
February 14. Ref.,C.C. Collins ..... 1 00 
Relief of the Poor Department : 
December 24. Ref., Curley. ....... 1 00 
Se 22 00 
BACON & TARBELL. 
Inspection of Buildings: 
November 28. Carriage, Burlen, T. J. Sul- 
ia tec By gs g i ace The.) Vane ae a $8 00 
November 29. Carriage, Burlen, W.J. Don- 
ovan, Stalker, To J. soullivan a... ss ln « 10 00 
—— 18 00 
December 24. Burlen, W. J. Donovan, Stalker, 
RSV OCI ete een oie | Sie neh) eee > cos in a 10 00 
J. A. CONWAY. 
Inspection of Buildings: 
December 21. Carriage, W. J. Donovan, 
PPC DUPE vp seca nts eee Be eka 6 7 00 
December 23. Carriage, W. J. Donovan, 
EGLO EDU lety sae! vaicet an sce ke Ne 10 00 
— 1700 
February 7. Carriage, A. C. Smith, Parker, 
JS Cot) CG es BRU Cae ee ONES Donen $8 00 
Police Department : 
February 7. Two carriages, Lomasney, Ma- 
guire, Andrews, Fottler, Spring, Arthur. 16 00 
Public Grounds Department : 
February 2. Carriage, Mooney, Berwin, 
w El fo LPS Regie Med ae peo ly oy ag ts dat ys 8 00 
Lar a 32 00 
T. CASHMAN. 
Inspection of Buildings: 
December 1. Carriage, Stalker, T. J. Sulli- 
van, W. 0: Donoyan, Lynchy, 1....°2". 00 
December 2. Carriage, Stalker, Burlen, 
BV CIEE al < SOMLLLVIATS Cor) cA ans tet al aes 8 00 
— 1600 
December 23. Carriage, Stalker, W. J. 
Denorvan, Burien, Lynch © 02.5 4%, te $8 00 
December 24. Carriage, Stalker, W. J. 
Donovan, purien, Dyvnch) Suey. ale) « 8 00 
— 16 00 
Boston CAB CoMPANY. 
Inspection of Buildings: 
December 8. Carriage, T. J. Sullivan, 
Lynch phealKer iN sh ea cea $8 00 
Mt. Hope Cemetery : 
May 22. Carriage, McClellan. ...... 3 00 
— 1100 


E. S. MARSTON. 


Public Institutions : 
July 29, August 19, September 2, 14, 23, Oc- 
tober 20, November 11, 14, 26. Ref., 
ADRS ee te UD eat te kop sat a eS 


a 


$74 00 $227 00 
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Jan. 31 
Draft. 
Brought forward - .. $9 00 $449 00 
August 26, October 20. ‘Ref., O'Hara Ane A 
—— 1100 
Printing Department: 
moecemper 7,00... Hel., Heaiy= cate 2% 62 ore 
Public Institutions : 
Aeccember 9, 23,1200) Wet. (CAly. lance se es fe 
JOHN J. MoCARTHY. 
South Boston Grade Crossings: 
November 30. Carriage, W.J.Sullivan. ..... 10 00° 


CUMMINGS Bros. 
Causeway Street Crossing : 


November 29. Carriage, Fitzgerald. ....... 10 00 
MICHAEL J. LEARY. 
Causeway Street Crossing: 
December 19. Carriage, Fitzgerald ier a aR ae. ts) Pa 10 00 
ALEX. McCartTuy. 
Inspection of Buildings : 
December 1. Carriage, T. J. Sullivan, Stalker, 
MG RAGL Rete Me eek Peters ss aed ees eh 8 LUMPS. aoe 8 00 
February 8. Carriage, T. J. Sullivan, 
PATE ge dag eee fee gi oWlls > ten oe eb oriae dee, $8 00 
February 9. Carriage, T. J. Sullivan 
A CUADUATN MMe betes hw siNics Usk wake ini ca | s Miews atts 8 00 
February 10. Carriage, T. J. Sullivan, 
ACU SATA ky isa a kt ees ihe ooh 8 00 
February 13. Carriage, T. J. Sullivan, 
Js ESET ET a Sh ap gt Oe OM NOOO ee ne a ere Pie Pee 8 00 
February 15. Carriage, T. J. Sullivan, A. C. 
BV tOetA PERLE e Seto Ace ap ens Stes 8 00 
SHERMAN Howse. 
Contingent Expenses: 
January PO A HeTsMIN 5,0) QUINT Goes Kee) g $1 00 
Fire Department: 
Peoruary.Oo. el. Meryl asa. bo es 1 00 
Inspection of Provisions: 
AN LGee Hel. SACL MALE S* pels Hsadigst, ake ote 1 00 
Lamp Department: 
Penmiary 3.5 et N «ds: Oiint 27... as oes 1 00 
Laying Out Streets: 
February 18. Ref., Dolan 1 00 
Ordinances : 
Aprilia: Ref. Wi. E.Donovan sis -u.i. > 1 00 
Relief of the Poor: 
February9, 10, Ref.,; Merrill... . 7. a). . 2 00 
— 8 00 
M. J. SULLIVAN. 
Inspection of Buildings: - 
October 19. Carriage, T. J. Sullivan, W. J. Dono- 
van pteliker Mal sce ig tele aes et) weet ome « 8 00 
December 29. Carriage, Burlen, Lynch, Stalker, W. 
pronovan Sa +4 nk Lick eee ees ce) acme he 
Wo. L. HALL. 
Public Institutions : 
December 22. Carriage, Folsom ........ . 8 00 
Jos. H. CORRIGAN. 
Contingent Expenses: 
PUNC.27, MepOLVCLTEl shiv) goles hae ae $1 00 
GIT LED ST ONO eb vie his ocd m os sed $1 00 $522 00 


February March 
Draft. Draft. 


$74 00 $227 00 


2 00 
3 00 


40 00 


8 00 


$84 00 $270 00 


EXPENSES OF JOINT COMMITTEES. 11 


Jan. 31 February March 
Draft. Draft. Draft. 


BIOUGRTTOTLCOTE PE ae ae Gees $1 00 $522 00 $84 00 $270 Ov 
Labor Day: 
August 23, 25, 27, September 1, 3. Ref,, 
Merrill A ee aes ARCA A rie 5 00 


Memorial Day: 
Mayer etch WW coke UlIVAN | se) Wb es 1 00 
-—— 7 00 
Fire Department : 
November 29, December 6. Ref., Merrill .... . 2 00 


JOSEPH May. 
Public Grounds: 
duly 15, October 5. Ref., Coughlin... .). <4. 2 00 
Public Institutions: 
July 25, August 1, 5,11, September 12, 26, 


ERP OUR IMiteas iin ee eee fae SP ims $6 00 
South Boston Grade Crossings : 
September 28. Ref., Coughlin ...... 1 00 
Bs Ra 7 00 
E. R. WILson. 
South Boston Grade Crossings: 
December 12. Carriage, Coughlin. ....... : 10 00 
CANAVIN Bros. 
Statues : 
December 27. Carriage, T. F. Keenan, Callahan. . 10 00 
M. Heruiny & Son. 
Mt. Hope Cemetery. 
Dlayal, “Carriage siicGiellan 205 c0 ah. ¢ oud e, tea 10 00 
8. F. JoHNson. 
Public Buildings : 
November 22. Carriage, Daunt. . |... 1.2 6% 8 00 
C. C. MouLtTon & Co. 
Fire Department: 
November 29, December 6. Ref., Folsom. 2 00 
Harbor Fortifications : 
December (25 ivet-, Dorapern .!*s.<) 6 a) ws 1 00 
Mt. Hope Cemetery : 
December 23. Ref., Draper. ..... oe 1 00 
— 4 00 
Printing Department: 
February a, 102 (Ref.,. Draper’... 6. 0 ¥< » $2.00 
Relief of the Poor: 
Bepriery:(yltanbet., Draper <.siake. aoe 2 00 
eee 4 00 


P. CLARK & SONS. 
Inspection of Buildings: 
February 1. Carriage, O'Hara ...... £§8 00 
February 2. Carriage, O’Hara ...... 8 00 
ect om 16 00 


F. J. Crosby. 
Public Buildings Department : 
January 28. Carriage, Dever, Kelly, Mintz... ., 10 00 


JOHN F. CLEARY. 
Public Buildings Department : 
eunary vi. Uatriage, FINDeraie «<2. 0s <2 te5,5).e 8 00 


D. T. McCaLiion. 
Inspection of Buildings: 
February 10. Carriage, O'Hara, Arthur. ..... 8 00 


Ate oe Oa et ee = 


SETI RTOS Re ae 2 ace d'at ae, Mele os $531 00 $126 00 $325 00 
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February March 
Draft.’ “Draft. 


$126 00 $325 00 


8 00 


8 00 


8 00 


ee _- 


$126 00 $349 00 


San. Sal 
Draft. 
TOUCHE LS OPIDOT Os! sane PRCT Ea Ale Fel p's $531 00 
P. McDErmort. 
Public Buildings Department: 
PAIMALY. 2g ATTA De ACOlVin. aetna «> Pua s bolas 
GEo. E. READE. 
Inspection of Buildings: 
POUCUAr Vo MC Arta memes lente 5) sad aces gin) ses. te 
A. D. LAWRENCE. 
Inspection of Buildings. 
Wanuary ol. Carage, Maciire) 30) 0. Ss 
$531 00 
ANISMODPIRGION . AnUG-O FAG oie. WN eel te ila SAL Ail le eh tel sr 
Mepenaitures ao Manvel.) L300 whe Mune. acl, |. eae 
BFGLANCOWMLALC IE ALUGOs Wea C) pe ga? ack wie reel tt A ig eg 


> 85.000 00 
rary 475 00 
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BOSTONIA 
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by, 1680. 

GiMInE pO™ 


MONTHLY STATEMENT 


OF THE 


CITY TREASURER. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Boston, March 1, 1893. 
Hon. Natwan Marruews, JRr., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 

Str: The undersigned herewith presents a statement 
of the receipts and payments of the City of Boston and 
County of Suffolk for the month of February, 1893, 
showing the balance of money remaining in the Treasury 
February 28, 1893, and where deposited. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ALFRED T. TURNER, 
City Treasurer. 


Monthly Statement of the Treasury Department. 


Balance, February 1, 1893 


$2,218,918 67 


RECEIPTS IN FEBRUARY, 18958. 
On account of the City of Boston: 


City Collector 
City Loans: 
Various 
Municipal 
Purposes 
AG . . 400,000 00 
Public parks, 
AG. - 250,000 00 
Library 
Building, 
Copley 
Square, 
Ay. . 200,000 00 


Cochituate Water Loans: 
Additional 
Supply of 
Water, 4% , $203,000 00 
High-Ser- 
vice, 4% .° ‘75,000 00 


Premium on Loans negoti- 
ated : 
City Loans . $45,717 00 
Cochituate 


Water 
Loans eee ata) 
County 
Loans : 16020020 


Interest on Bank Deposits 

Pay-roll Tailings from Pay- 
masters, settlements with 
Cashier, parties unpaid 

Interest accrued on Loans 
negotiated 


Oarried forward, 


$646,082 64 


850,000 00 


278,000 00 | 


61,668 00 
4,558 37 


2,527 27 


2,004 11 


1,844,840 39 


$4,063,759 06 


MontTHiuy STATEMENT OF THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 3 


Brought forward, $4,063,759 06 
On account of the County of Suffolk : | | 
City Collector . : $7,488 73 
County Loans: 
Suffolk County Court 
House, 4% : : 25,000 00 
| wee 82,488 73 


$4,096,247 79 


PAYMENTS IN FEBRUARY, 1893. 


On account of the City of Boston: 

On Mayor’s Drafts, — 
General Drafts : ’ ; : 7 we So le 430000 
Pay-roll Drafts. : : 759,788 65 
Special Drafts : : ‘ : ! $174,219 84 


$1,246,433 49 


Board of Commissioners of Sinking-Funds : 
Premium on Loans negoti- 

ated. . , . $61,668 00 
Revenue payable: under 

authority of Ordinance. © 1,283 54 


— 623951054 
City Debt due prior to February 1, 1893. 16,000 00 
Pay-roll Tailings, payments by Cashier to 
parties not paid by Paymasters 1,686 17 
Old Claims, City Account . : : : “1266 14 
Residue Tax-Sales, etc. : : 186 86 
Cochituate Water Rates, rorded f 4 28 99 
Taxes refunded . ‘ ; ; 27. 50 
Mystic Water Rates, refandede E26 
Duplicate and iran to City ¢ Collec- 
tor refunded . : } 14 60 
Carried forward, $1,024 GLO Oo 
*A mount of General Drafts through City Auditor’s office for February . . . $318,179 37 
FESS NOU, PBI Menten apne” octets « Nabe tak Soh as os 6a 8) os wie Wa tev: afte! tou ane: te 5,754 37 
$312,425 00 
t Includes interest paid, as follows: rere tae 
unTaNEM REG TROUSERS AR Oe ia G, 153 ati a) of, «::< pe attOMe eel ade. at'y ehie © Ld isi -& $1,551 00 
COC MPLALCEN VALET LCD Lay ste ben ciicule teuls nelels GebrenieD wb ele olf o% side hue heel « 175 00 
$1,726 00 
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Brought forward, $1,327,610 55 
Payments on account of the County of Suf- . 
folk : ) 
Allowed by Auditor of the 
County of Suffolk . . *$51,008 89 
Mayor’s Special Drafts. 9,102: 75 


Pay-roll Tailings : 133 80 
Old Claims ; 10 00 
Sanaa 60,255 44 
$1,387,865 99 
RECAPITULATION. 


Balance, February 1, 1893 . : eel Os lae cet 
Receipts in February, 1893 é Ce Lehn omele 


$4,096,247 79 
Payments in February, 1893 ©. : / (HLT B 875865: 99 


Balance, February 28, 1893 : : - $2,708,381 80 


Balance, February 28, 1893, per preceding 

statement, as follows: 
Atlas National Bank . : : : : $622,776 76 
Globe National Bank : f , ; ALi OTese 
Howard National Bank ; wtegnti | fa : 295,975 68 
National Bank of Redemption . : : 301,841 12 
National Bank of the Republic. : : 540,075 48 
National Revere Bank g ; : ts 553,179.91 
National Security pane Pay-roll Tailings 

account ; : A i ae 9,192 94 


OEE $2,634,147 .78 
Cash and cash vouchers in office, including 
payments made on Drafts of March 1, 
1893, duly certified by the City Auditor, 
and approved he the pants and pe scl 
Auditor : : 14,284.02 


$2,708,381 80 


ALFRED T. TURNER, 
City Treasurer. 


* Amount of County Requisitions through County Auditor’s office for 
ICU TURAL atet fetch cp tea vahs, 's\u's Ue -to/Vom toute Mate disiite Ue ute eine Wo MaiteL eile, 6 Lteaee $51,824 73 
815 84 


$51,008 89 
fever ng 


[Document 69 — 1893. ] 


1630. 
SluIng pOS 


AUDITOR'S MONTHLY EXHIBIT. 


GENERAL AND SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS 


1893-94. 


AUDITING DEPARTMENT, 
City Hari, Boston, March 1, 1893. 


Hon. NatHan MATTHEWS, JR., 
Mayor of the City of Boston: 


Str: The undersigned, in compliance with Chap. 7, 
Section 9, Revised Ordinances of 1892, herewith presents 
an exhibit of the General and Special Appropriations for the 
present financial year of 1893-94, as shown in the books 
in his office, March 1, 1898, including the March draft, 
—being two months’ draft, — exhibiting the original ap- 
propriations, the balances brought forward from 1892-93, 
the amounts drawn March 1, the total expenditures 
and the balance of each appropriation unexpended at that 
date; also a statement of the Debt, Sinking-funds, and 
borrowing capacity of the city, February 28, 1893. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES H. Dongs, 
City Auditor. 


City Document No. 69. 
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Gi ee Oe COUNTY. DEBT. 


Gross funded debt, Dec. 31, 1892 
Add funded debt issued in 1893 


Deduct funded debt paid in 1893 


Gross debt, Feb. 28, 1893 


Sinking-Funds, Dee. 31, 1892 
Receipts during 1893 


$26,229,496 86 
356,581 36 
$26,586,078 22 
1,037,136 30 


Payments during 1898 . 


$25,548,941 92 


Bonds, betterments, etc., the 
payments of which are 
pledged to the payment of 
debt: 


Bonds . 
Betterments, etc. 

Sidewalk assessments, Chap. 
401, Acts of 1892 
Sewer assessments, 
402, Acts of 1892 


$3,587 00 
155,431 14 


165,377 62 
Chap. 
56,711 70 


381,107 46 


Total redemption means, Feb. 28, 1893 
Net debt, Feb. 28, 1893 

Gross debt, Feb. 28, 1893 

Gross debt, Dec. 31, 1892 


Increase 


Net debt, Feb. 28, 1893 
Net debt, Dec. 31, 1892 


Increase 


City debt, including balance of debts assumed Be acts of cam 


nexation 
County debt 
Cochituate water debt . 
Mystic water debt 


$57,083,563 19 
1,913,200 00 


$58,996 763 19 
1,032,615 15 


$57,964,148 04 


25,930,049 38 


$32,034,098 66 


$57,964,148 04 
57,083,563 19 


$880,584 85 


$32,034,098 66 
30,539,289 97 


$1,494,808 69 


$36,886,374 06 
3,601,000 00 
17,036,773 98 
440,000 00 


$57,964,148 04 


AupiTor’s Monruny EXnHisit. 


BORROWING CAPACITY. 


February 


Total Debt City and County 
Less Special Loans (Out- 


side of limit) . 
Cochituate Water Debt, 
Mystic Water Debt 
County Debt sues 

of limit) . . 


$7,776,000 00 
17,036,773 98 
440,000 00 


2,806,000 00 


Sinking-Funds 


Less Cochituate Water Sinks 


ing-Fund . ; 
Mystic Water Sinking- 


Fund 


$7,035,246 46 
579,531 41 


Public Park Gapetrons 


tion Sinking- Fund 
Special Loans Sinking- 


Fund 
County 


Court-House 
Sinking-Fund . 


401,046 31 
432,290 37 
162,334 34 


oe 


28, 1895. 


$25,548,941 92 


8,610,448 89 


Debt, excluding Debts outside of limit and roma 
Sinking-Funds for said debt . 4 : 


Two per cent. on $819,313,202 phot valuation for five 
years, less abatements ; : : : 


Debt as above 


Right to borrow, under Chap. 178, Acts of 1885, Febru- 


ary 28, 1893 . 


Less ras authorized but not ipeacu Rae of lite 


Right to borrow, under Chap. 93, Acts of 1891, HEEL Ay 28, 
1893, estimated 


Less loans authorized but not issued, aie of Tmit ° 


oo, 


15 


$57,964,148 04 


28,058,773 98 


$29,905,374 06 


16,938,493 03 


$12,966,881 03 


$16,386,264 04 


12,966,881 03 


$3,419,383 01 
933,225 00 


$2,486,158 01 


$4,843,843 00 
933,225 00 


$3,910,618 00 


¢ oie: ’ 
Y a ; t é i. j \ 
i, 4 ; 
deer? <) : aa 


seal 
+. 


oh 9 sneha 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


JOINT SPECIAL COMMITTEE 


APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO THE CAUSES OF 
RECENT FIRES IN BOSTON, 


WITH AN 


APPENDIX CONTAINING A REPORT OF THE HEARINGS 
BEFORE SAID COMMITTEE, ON THE SUBJECT. 


In Boarp or ALDERMEN, May 29, 1893. 


The joint special committee appointed to inquire into the 
causes of the recent fires in Boston beg leave to submit the 
following 


REPORT. 


The order to provide for the appointment of the committee 
was introduced in the board of aldermen February 13 last, 
in view of the fact that articles had appeared in the public 
prints commenting more or less severely upon the Boston 
fire department, and its failure to control fires that had 
recently occurred in the city, notably what is called tbe 
Hecht fire, on Federal street, January 10, of the present year. 
Certain communications and petitions were also received by 
his honor the mayor, one from prominent business. firms, 
claiming “that public confidence in the efficiency of the fire 
department of this city has been greatly impaired by the 
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events that have occurred during the last few months.” <An- 
other was from the fire underwriters, representing ‘‘ that, in 
their own opinion, the administration of the fire department 
of this city needs to be greatly improved, in order to check 
the needless destruction of property, due to its present in- 
ability to promptly and effectually extinguish fires that 
occur within our municipal limits.” 

In each of the communications an investigation was asked 
for, “for the purpose of arriving at the reason for the exist- 
ing defects, and the means by which they can best be reme- 
died.” 

In view of these facts, and inasmuch as the efficiency of 
the fire department was seriously questioned, your commit- 
tee, upon their organization, were impressed with the feeling 
that a careful and thorough inquiry should be made to ascer- 
tain the truth of the claims of the petitioners, and whether 
or not the department had been subjected to undeserved 
censure. Accordingly notices were sent to the petitioners 
requesting them to appear before the committee and state 
their opinions in the matter, and make such suggestions as 
the situation called for ; but to the committee’s surprise these 
petitioners, who were so decided in their criticism of the fire 
department, all, with a single exception, failed to appear in 
response to the invitation; apparently showing that either 
they were not sincere in their condemnation of the de- 
partment, or else they lacked the moral courage to come for- 
ward publicly in support of the statements they had made. 
Under these circumstances the committee were obliged to 
resort to such methods as lay in their power to compel the 
attendance of the petitioners as witnesses at the hearings, 
and legal summonses were accordingly issued by the clerk 
to each one personally. 

It was in this manner that the attendance of most of the 
witnesses was secured. The hearings were also advertised, 
and full opportunity was afforded to all who wished to ap- 
pear. A verbatim report of the statements made at the 
committee hearings will be found in the Appendix submitted 
herewith. 

From the tone of the petitions presented to his honor 
the mayor, the committee were prepared to listen to criti- 
cisms of the severest character, relative to the management 
and working of the fire department. They expected to hear 
the department held solely accountable for the extensive 
fires that have occurred, and blamed for permitting them to 
spread to such a disastrous extent. They also expected to 
be furnished with a number of gratuitous and valuable sug- 
gestions, whereby, if adopted, the efficiency of the depart- 
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ment might be enhanced to such a degree that conflagrations 
would become things of the past, and our department would 
furnish a model for all other cities to emulate. 

But in all these expectations the committee are in candor 
compelled to admit that they were disappointed. The peti- 
tioners were present, almost to a man, before the close of 
the hearing, and were individually invited to make any 
criticisms that they wished to make, concerning either the 
management or working of the department, and submit such 
suggestions as occurred to them for increasing its efficiency, 
and securing the best results with the material at hand. 

The committee, instead of restricting an expression of 
opinion from the public, freely invited it, and even went 
so far as to compel the attendance of all persons who had 
openly complained of the efficiency of the fire department. 
Accordingly they feel that if the testimony submitted has 
any appearance of being either one-sided or unfair, it was 
not brought about by any effort, or lack of effort, on their 
part. The expert testimony, it is true, comes largely 
from members of our own department, but the committee 
can see no objection to it on that account. These men are 
surely honest and sincere in their opinions, and if they are 
not qualified to give expert testimony, the committee are not 
aware to whom they should apply for such testimony. 

The criticisms were general in character, and were not in 
such form as to call for any labored argument in meeting 


them, and might all of them be summed up in the state- 


ment, that large fires have occurred in our city, which have 
subjected the insurance companies to losses of an unexpected 
amount, and the fire department was organized and equipped 
for the purpose of checking these fires, but for some 
unexplained reason failed to perform its duty. 

The suggestions were various in kind and value, ranging 
from the old and well-worn claim for the necessity of a 
military man or West Point graduate at the head of the fire 
commission, to the introduction of the Johnson pump, or 
modified garden syringe, as an auxiliary of the department. 
To the committee’s mind very few of these suggestions are 
worthy of serious consideration, but they do propose, later 
in their report, to discuss the value or desirability of a 
military man for commissioner, in the light of positive fact 
and experience. 

As there were no specific or definite charges made against 
the department, and the petitioners, at the hearings, prac- 
tically withdrew or did not support the charges they had 
made, it is not placed on. the defensive, nor does the 
necessity exist for the committee’s marshalling themselves 
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on its side as defenders —it needs no defence; neither do 
the committee consider themselves in any sense as prose- 
cuting officers. They were appointed to inquire into the 
causes of the recent fires, and this inquiry has been fore- 
most in their proceedings, although they saw fit to extend 
its scope in a variety of directions. Further than this 
they have taken it upon themselves to make examinations of 
their own, not being satisfied with the statements made be- 
fore them, and preferring, if possible, to obtain such infor- 
mation as they might at first hand. While, under the 
circumstances, they feel that they should be absolved from 
the charge of presenting a report that has an appearance of 
“ whitewash,” they, on the other hand, are prepared to point 
out certain defects in the department which should be 
remedied, to make some suggestions that, if adopted, will 
increase its eficiency and power, and finally to recommend 
certain changes in the construction of buildings, and in fire 
regulations, that, in their opinion, will tend to check the 
spread of fires, will materially aid the firemen in their work, 
and, above all, tend to relieve our community from the 
horrors that have attended the recent fires, in which the 
lives of our citizens have been sacrificed from the lack of 
adequate life-saving appliances. 

So far as the department itself is concerned, the committee 
believe that any fair-minded person, on reviewing the testi- 
mony, will admit that the investigation has resulted very 
decidedly to its advantage. It shows that it is composed of 
brave and faithful men, commanded by an experienced and 
efficient chief, with its affairs administered and maintained by 
a board of commissioners of unquestioned honesty, excel- 
lent judgment, and who have the city’s interests solely and 
entirely in view. It includes in its equipment apparatus of 
the most modern and improved pattern, and the most power- 
ful that can be procured. In its equipment and working the 
committee confidently claim that the Boston department will 
not suffer by comparison with any other department in the 
country, upon whatever basis such comparison may be 
made. 

The committee, from this point in their report, will treat 
of the different subjects under separate heads. 


REPORT OF THE FIRE MARSHAL. 


The fire marshal submitted to the city council a printed 
report upon the Federal street fire, and was questioned re- 
garding this report at the hearing. From the statements and 
admissions there made by him, it was evident that he was 
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incompetent to judge either as to the management of the fire 
or the scientific method of fire-fighting, and your comunittee 
consider that the citizens were misled by his report and the 
conclusions reached therein. 


PERMANENT BASIS. 


The transition of the fire department from old to new 
methods has been gradual in some respects, and its establish- 
ment upon a permanent basis has not as yet been fully 
accomplished. By this it is meant that there are still a num- 
ber of ‘* call men” employed who respond to fire alarms in 
the district where they reside, or to second and other alarms 
when needed, but do not give their whole time to the service 
of the department. The advantages of this system, if any, 
are on the score of economy, and the system itself is simply 
a relic of the old volunteer fire department. It has been re- 
tained thus far in the outlying districts where fires are in- 
frequent, for the reason, as above stated, that it costs less 
than the permanent system. The commissioners have been 
reducing the number of ‘‘ call men” year by year, and it is 
their purpose to do away with the system entirely as soon 
as the means required shall be furnished them by the city 
council. It appears to your committee, however, that this 
action on the part of the commissioners should not be any 
longer delayed. The events of the past few months and the 
committee’s inquiry have shown the necessity of securing the 
greatest possible efficiency in the department, and this action 
which the committee suggest will be an important step in the 
right direction. By placing all the members of the depart- 
ment upon the same footing, so far as their employment 1s 
concerned, a better service will be secured and better disci- 
pline attained ; and granting such a condition, the advantages 
to be gained in the increased efliciency of the department will 
fully compensate for the increased cost. 

The commissioners have estimated the amount necessary 
to place the department on a permanent basis the present 
year to be $70,000. This amount includes the increased 
salaries for permanent men, and will also provide for pen- 
sioning some of the call men if, in the commissioners’ judg- 
ment, the interests of the department require it. The - 
committee heartily concur with the commissioners in their 
recommendation, and append an order for an appropriation 
of the required amount by the city council. 
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or 


DISCIPLINE. 


One of the underwriters who testified before the commit- 
tee made a random statement in substance that, either a year 
or two years ago, he had heard sounds of “revelry” and 
indications of “a high old time in progress” on a summer 
evening at the house of Engine No. 26 on Mason street. It 
is well known that this house adjoins the Boston Theatre, and 
the gentleman on being questioned was not fully positive 
that the singing which attracted his attention mi ight not have 
come from the eiicatre': he admitted that the singing con- 
sisted of ‘‘ popular airs,” and he was not sure that the time 
when he heard it was later than 10 o’clock P.M. Now as 
this gentleman was not sufficiently affected by the revelry 
which came to his ears to make a report or complaint regard- 
ing it to the commissioners, and as singing under proper 


restraint is not forbidden in the engine- Tholses, the commit- 
tee fail to see why the statement should reflect upon the 
department or should receive any further attention. The 
rules of the department relative to the behavior of the men 
in the engine-houses are explicit and strict, and whenever a 
member infringes upon these rules he is straightway called 
to account, and a citizen should make it his duty to re- 
port to the commissioners an infringement of the rules that 
come to his notice, particularly in cases where the bounds 


of decency or propriety are exceeded. 


CHIEF WEBBER. 


The committee feel called upon, in justice to the chief of 
the fire department, to refute certain statements made in the 
newspapers, which reflect upon his character in a manner 
entirely uncalled for and undeserved. ‘The statements were 
to the effect that the chief had been seen in a beer saloon, 
eating and drinking and having a good time, to the neglect 
of his duty. The character and “habits of the chief have 
not hitherto been made the subject of criticism, and the 
unjust slur upon his character, which the committee refer to, 
would in all probability never have appeared except upon 
the principle that when a man is under fire his enemies 
seek an opportunity to assist in the attack. The only basis 
for the slander — for such the committee consider it — exists 
in the fact that Chief Webber has been in the habit of taking 
some of his meals at a well-known restaurant on Avery 
street, on account of its proximity to his headquarters. He 
goes there publicly and openly, and can while there be 
readily and quickly summoned in time of fire, or whenever 


—~ = 
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his presence is required. It is not an unusual thing for him 
to receive visits from members of other fire departments 
and officials from other cities, who are interested in the 
department, and apply to him for information concerning it, 
or an opportunity to witness its practical working. These 
gentlemen he has been in the habit of entertaining at his 
own expense in a simple manner, according to his means, 
at the restaurant referred to. They are undoubtedly in- 
vited to exercise their tastes and preferences in the choice 
of food and drink, and a decent and respectable interchange 
of common hospitality has become the foundation for an 
unwarranted and unjust attack upon the personal habits and 
character of the chief. It is proper to state in this connec- 
tion that no such criticism was made at the hearing before 
the committce, the comment there referring only to his 
management of fires, and the extent to which he should 
be held accountable for the results. On this matter the 
committee do not admit that the results should be taken 
at all times as a fair and proper measure of the ability of the 
chief, for the reason that there may be, and almost invari- 
ably are, circumstances connected with every fire which he 
could not have foreseen or controlled, and which should be 
carefully considered before the chief should be subjected to 
criticism or censure. In the committee’s opinion the present 
chief is, in respect of experience and capability, the equal 
of any official in the country holding a like position. 


ACCOUNTS. 


The property in charge of the commissioners includes over 
sixty buildings, forty-eight steam engines, eleven chemical 
engines, a fire-boat, over fifty hose carriages and wagons, 
twenty ladder-trucks, etc., and a fire-alarm system costing 
about $135,000. To properly maintain this extensive depart- 
ment and keep its apparatus in order involves an annual ex- 
penditure of over a million dollars. The present method of 
keeping the department accounts is, in the committee’s opin- 
ion, cumbersome and insufficient. While they do not question 
its correctness, they are convinced that a system more in 
detail should be established, whereby the cost of each com- 
pany and house, as well as the expenditures for salaries, 
apparatus, stables, horses, etc., can be separately shown. 
To introduce such a system will necessitate the employment 
of trained accountants, and in this connection the committee 
wish to state that they believe that, for the best interests of 
the department, the policy of employing disabled firemen as 
clerks in the commissioners’ office should be discontinued. 
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Without disparaging these men or their qualifications as fire- 
men, it can be fairly assumed that they have not the requisite 
training for a clerical position, and the injuries they have 
undergone must unfit them for the exacting duties they are 
called | upon to perform. They should be retired from their 
present positions, or pensioned for disability and injuries 
received in the service. 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRES. 


The management of fires, or what is more familiarly 
termed ‘fire fighting,” has been made the subject of some 
discussion during the course of the investigation, and various 
theories have been advanced relative to the proper method 
of procedure by the department when an extensive conflagra- 
tion is in progress. 

It is true that these theories and suggestions are presented 
after the fire has occurred, and their value may be determined 
in the future when another fire breaks out; but this fact did 
not deter a number of the critics of the department from 
ventilating in the newspapers and before the committee their 
infallible theories, many of them evolved undoubtedly in 
comfortable offices, often in a spirit of prejudice and unsup- 
ported by actual experience. 

The idea of laying down certain fixed rules for attacking 
and subduing fires seems to your committee very absurd. 
There can be no settled rules for fighting fires ; the difficulty 
being that no rules would apply in the same manner in 
any two particular instances. There are always circum- 
stances connected with each fire that the firemen must appre- 
hend or be governed by, immediately upon their arrival on 
the scene of action. 

Theories may be well enough in their way, but they are 
usually abandoned when the fire actually occurs, and every 
expert in the business will admit that no two fires can be 
fought alike, and no specific rule can be laid down that will 
apply in every instance. 

A clear definition of scientific fire-fighting is very difficult 
to give, for the reason that the conditions that have to be 
met at different fires vary so widely. An expert in such 
matters can usually tell after a fire is out whether it has been 
well managed or not. He might be able to fight it in a 
masterly manner himself, though unable to tell in advance 
what methods, other than those of a very general description, 
he would pursue. It will be invariably found that those 
who are able to lay down inflexible rules for extinguishing 
fires, and tell after the embers are cool how much better 
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affairs might have been managed, have never had the oppor- 
tunity, if they have had the desire, to submit their theories 
to the test of experience. ‘There are certain qualities which 
a generally successful commander at fires must possess: he 
must be cool and fearless, quick and fertile in resource, and 
enjoy the respect and confidence of his men in a very 
generous degree. In addition to all that, he must possess a 
very thorough training in all the details of the business, and 
a wide range of experience in all kinds of fires. No matter 
how exact and technical his education may have been along 
other lines, nothing but long and close familiarity with 
actual fire-duty will make him a safe and competent leader 
in the endless succession of unstudied conditions which the 
department is being called upon to meet. 

For these reasons none but those accustomed to fire- 
fighting can, as a rule, pass a judgment upon the man- 
agement of any particular fire that is entitled to serious 
consideration, and with respect to the fires that came up for 
review in this investigation, expert testimony has been con- 
spicuous by its absence. Such as the committee has been 
able to obtain, whether from in town or out of town, has 
been a vindication of the methods and conduct of the depart- 
ment. Laymen have found the holes cut in the wall at the 
Hecht fire, for more direct attack upon the seat of it, a 
favorite topic of criticism. But it transpires that cutting 
holes under proper safeguards has been a common custom 
among the most successful fire-fighters in the prominent 
cities of this country, and that results have shown the wis- 
dom of it. Two or threé witnesses instanced the fire in the 
Webster building, at the corner of Summer and High streets, 
three years ago, as a case where fire was permitted to de- 
velop unduly, considering the character of the building and 
its contents; but a little cross-examination brought out the 
fact that they had been nursing a theory without regard to 
the correctness of their premises, and also that they were 
ignorant of the conditions that go to make up a large fire. 
The proportion of loss to insurance, both on building and 
contents, was very favorable, considering what a start the 
fire had obtained before the department was called. While 
the contents might not have been very valuable, they were 
very considerable in quantity, and disposed in such a manner 
as to seriously obstruct the work of the firemen. 

To show that a fire can become very intense and destruc- 
tive, under conditions which seem to an outsider most favor- 
able for quick control, the committee quote the following 
from a magazine article by Mr. Charles H. Bebb on “ Fire 
Losses in Fireproof Buildings ” : 
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‘¢ The first and only record of disastrous fire in what was 
really intended for a fire-proof building, entailing a loss to 
the insurance companies of more than thirty per cent. of its 
value, was the burning of the Chicago Athletic Club building. 
We have said, in a building that was really intended for a 
fire-proof building, and as the facts have been so widely dis- 
cussed in garbled form by the general press all over the 
country, we shall endeavor to substantiate the statement. 

‘¢The Athletic Club building, at the time of the fire, was 
rapidly nearing completion. On the morning of November 
1, about 1.30 A.M., fire was discovered on the fourth floor, 
but not until it had assumed such proportions that it appeared 
that the building was certainly doomed. ‘To say that the fire 
burned until it burned itself out sounds like a slur on the 
very excellent and efficient fire department of Chicago; and 
yet a visit to the scene and an examination of each separate 
floor demonstrated the fact that almost every particle of com- 
bustible material, not excepting the window-frames bricked 
in the openings, was consumed. Such was the intensity of 
the heat that the surface of the fireproofing material and the 
exposed face of the brick in some places on the fourth and 
fifth floors became fused, and the molten glass from skylights 
in the courts on either side of the building ran down the 
walls like tallow-grease. The chief of the fire department, 
in one of the newspapers, was credited with saying that he 
never saw a hotter fire than in this very modern and fire- 
proof building.” 

This shows that the chief of a fire department must, at 
times, be called upon to mect a situation where science has 
been baftled in its attempt. He must even, in that case, 
supply the defects of science from his own resources, and 
something more than a vague impression on the part of an 
inexperienced observer is needed to justify much of the criti- 
cism that has been passed. 


OnE COMMISSIONER, ETC. 


The idea of a one-headed commission is not a new one, but 
it has usually emanated from theorists, and has not been 
approved by the judgment of practical fire-fighters or those 
experienced in the management of fire departments. 

In the first place, nothing would be gained on the score of 
economy, at least in the city of Boston, even if the salary of 
the one commissioner was no larger than that paid now to 
each of the board of three. The extra deputy and clerical 
force necessary would easily make up the difference, and to 
a much greater extent would this be true with the salary 
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fixed at more than two-thirds the amount now paid for the 
commissioners’ services. j 

Certainly one man could not cover, and cover thoroughly, 
the work now performed by three, no matter how ingenious 
a system he might be able to formulate, and to delegate 
the special duties now attended to by members of the board 
to subordinates would have a tendency to produce inferior 
service, whatever might be the result as regards concentra- 
tion of responsibility. At the present time each member 
of the board is equally responsible for the acts of the whole, 
because every measure affecting the department must have 
the approval of all. On general principles, the carefully 
considered ideas of three men ought to produce better results 
than the unaided and unchallenged judgment of one. 

It is, doubtless, for such reasons as these that a one-headed 
commission for the fire department has never been as com- 
pletely justified by experience as a three-headed commission. 
The latter number has seemed to best meet the conditions of 
a large department. Where commissioners are simply hon- 
orary a larger number is usually preferred, but where they 
are paid for all their time the more approved number is 
three. The only large city in the country with a one-headed 
commission is the city of Brooklyn, N.Y. So far as is 
known, the gentleman occupying that position is a man of 
ability and integrity. The fire departments of Philadelphia 
and Pittsburg are under the administrative control of a 
director of public works in each case. While these cities 
undoubtedly have good departments, no one has yet had the 
hardihood to express a desire to see the department of Boston 
modelled upon them. 

But the advocates of a single head for this department have 
generally expressed the opinion that that officer should be a 
graduate of West Point or Annapolis; in other words, that 
he should have a military or naval training. This is hardly 
an American idea, and has not been brilliantly successful in 
this country when submitted to the test of experience. The 
first chairman of the Boston board of commissioners was an 
army man, and while no serious complaint of him was ever 
made, the experiment has never been repeated. General 
Shaler, of New York, was chairman of the fire commissioners 
in that city at one time, with good repute as long as he had 
two other men with him. After the great Chicago fire, that 
city became possessed of the one-headed military ¢ commission 
idea, and imported General Shaler as the man to reorganize 
the department. He went, put his ideas in practice, and at 
the end of three months re sioned to save his own credit and 
that of the city. Fitz-John ‘Porter, a West Point graduate 
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and major-general of the United States army, also served on 
the board of commissioners of New York, yet he was over- 
shadowed by the civilians who served with him, and lost rather 
than gained in reputation. At the expiration of his term he 
was not reappointed. Other military and naval men in 
New York and elsewhere have held office, but we have been 
unable to find one example where it has not taken away 
rather than added to their reputation. The fire depart- 
ment recently organized in connection with the World’s Fair 
at Chicago was, we are informed, placed under the care of 
a West Point graduate, who introduced his ideas of military 
discipline and all the outward forms that he thought essential 
to proper service. The results, however, have been the 
opposite of those which the admirers of military men would 
naturally expect. The first fire they had in one of the fair 
buildings, this department, organized under a military 
gentleman, with discipline supposed to be the strictest, was 
unable to cope with, and acted ina disorganized manner, and 
the fire department of the city of Chicago had to be called in 
to put out the fire. We have been informed by unquestion- 
able authority that the eyes of the insurance companies have 
been opened to the weakness of a fire service under a military 
gentleman to such an extent that the insurance they have 
placed upon exhibits at the fair at a low rate, in many cases 
they are now trying to reinsure, and paying as high as three 
per cent. more than the premium at which they first took 
the risk. 

Our present board of fire commissioners is strictly non- 
partisan. It keeps the department out of politics as far as 
possible. It shows political favors to no one. Its rules 
against taking part in politics are strict, and any infringement 
of them is punished, if known, no matter what side it may 
favor. A one-headed commission would give a much better 
opportunity to make a political machine of the department. 
There would be a constant temptation and pressure in that 
direction which do not exist now, and cannot exist under 
present conditions. All these reasons seem conclusive that a 
change such as is proposed would be inadvisable from every 
point of public policy. 


INSPECTION OF BUILDINGS. 


By the provisions of the building law of 1892 (c. 219, § 9), 
the deputy inspectors of buildings are required to attend 
alarms of fire in their several districts, and furnish to the 
firemen such information as they may have obtained, rela- 


tive to the character and construction of the buildings in 
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their districts ; and their presence at fires, from the knowl- 
edge they possess, would often very materially aid the fire- 
men in the performance of their duties. 

This assistance, however, the committee are informed, is 
not systematically afforded to the fire department, for the 
reason that the building inspectors, located in districts where 
there are no bell alarms, are not made aware of the breaking 
out of a fire, and in consequence are not present. This dif- 
ficulty the commissioners are willing to meet, as the com- 
mittee are assured, by placing tapper alarm-gongs in the 
inspectors’ houses at any time when requested. The com- 
mittee trust that the inspectors of buildings will avail them- 
selves of the fire commissioners’ offer without further 
delay, and place themselves in a position to render to the 
fire department all the assistance in their power. 

There is an inspection of another character which the 
committee believe should be carried on, either by the regu- 
lar members of the fire department or an auxiliary force 
specially employed for the purpose. 

This inspection should relate to the character of goods 
stored in buildings, as to their inflammability, the manner in 
which they are stored, the appliances for the prevention 
of fire and for extinguishing it when it occurs. The 
prevention of fires should be studied as one of the most 
effective methods of reducing fire losses, and an inspection of 
this kind would furnish most reliable information, and would 
be a very important assistance to the fire department. Our 
city has, at the present time, within its limits, nearly 70,- 
000 buildings, and it is evident that if the fire service can 
obtain a fair idea of the construction of these buildings, and 
the character and locality of their contents, etc., it will be 
enabled, whenever a fire occurs, to perform its duties more 
intelligently, and resort to such tactics for extinguishing the 
flames as the situation may require, and see that ‘the fire laws 
are strictly enforced and obeyed. 


INSPECTION BY THE COMMITTEE. 


The committee have made a nearly complete tour of the 
engine-houses and other buildings connected with the depart- 
ment, and have carefully examined them in every respect. 
They found most of the houses in good condition, but some 
need remodelling ; and if the inspection of the houses by the 
district chiefs was made more frequently, still better results 
would undoubtedly be secured. The men, although taken 
unawares in all cases, were as a rule tidy and alert and 
very prompt in responding to the call upon the alarm bell. 
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The horses were found in the best of condition, and although 
it is true they do not receive the careful attention or select 
diet that is bestowed upon thoroughbred trotting stock, they 
are nevertheless fully able to perform their duties. The de- 
partment has secured the services of a skilled veterinary 
surgeon who devotes his time specially to the care of the 
horses, and can be easily summoned whenever his services 
are required. There were 300 horses in service during the 
winter, and at no time were more than two or three laid up 
for any cause; the number of the sick or disabled never 
exceeded three per cent., whichis certainly a very creditable 
showing. ‘The fire apparatus was generally in good order, 
and is kept in repair at the department repair-shop, which is 
a valuable and necessary adjunct. It is convenient and well 
maintained, and the repairs are made there with very little 
loss of time and at less expense than they could be made 
elsewhere. 

The supplies of various kinds and fodder for the horses 
were inspected and found to be up to the standard, and noth- 
ing was discovered that calls for special comment or criticism. 


New APPARATUS, ETC. 


The following estimates of the amounts required for new 
apparatus and for enlarging the department and increasing its 
efficiency have been prepared. These estimates are fully ap- 
proved by the committee, and orders looking to an appro- 
priation of the amounts required, accompany this report. 
They include estimates for a new ladder truck house at Grove 
Hall; land and building for new engine at Neponset, on 
Canterbury street, West Roxbury, and at the North End, a 
new house for Chemical Engine No. 11 in West Roxbury, 
and for a new fire-boat ; namely : 

Estimate of the amounts required to rebuild houses of 
the department, also for new buildings and apparatus. 


pee Co.4No.s 2.1 54325,900, io rebuilding, Warren square. 
batt irate cal Ci ¥ Washington st. 
66 s¢ se 18, 25,000, ** house, Grove Hall. 
Engine Co. No. 3, 12,000, ‘¢ alterations for double com- 
| pany. 
6 sc sé 20, +25,000, ** land and house, Neponset. 
Ladder Co. No. 7, 25,000, ‘* rebuilding, Meeting-House 


Hill. 
Chemical Co. No. 2, 15,000, ‘ alterations for more appa- 
ratus. 
66 «6 «© 1, 28,000, ** land and buildings, Can- 


terbury street. 
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Engine Cos. Nos. 44 . 
and 45, $30,000 (additional) , for land and build- 
ings, North End. 
Engine Co. No. 30, 25,000, fornew house, W. Roxbury. 
Fire-boat «6 2, 50,000, <* boat and equipment for 
a service. 


Lota! : $285,900 


Hose. 


The criticism in regard to hose the committee consider 
unfair and not warranted by the facts, for the reason that 
the commissioners testify that they purchase only the first 
quality of hose. It is carefully inspected, and rejected when- 
ever it becomes defective or shows signs of wear. The 
system made use of in the department for testing hose seems 
reliable and sufficient, and the committee do not know how 
it can be improved upon. Inthe Appendix (p. 811) will be 
found statements regarding hose purchased for the depart- 
ment, which show that Boston buys the pe st quality and at 
less price than other cities. 


STAND-PIPES AND FIRE—ESCAPES. 


The placing of stand-pipes should be compulsory on all 
buildings exceeding four stories in height, and these should 
be supplemented by extension ladders and platforms at each 
story to be utilized as fire-escapes when necessary, and all 
such buildings should be supplied with roof hydrants and 
automatic sprinklers. In the committee’s opinion the water 
used in these stand-pipes and other appliances for protection 
against fire should be furnished free to the owners or 
lessees of the buildings. In the matter of fire-escapes, the 
law should be more carefully observed and enforced. 


SHUTTERS. 


It has been suggested that the members of the department 
should take upon themselves the duty of closing shutters on 
buildings where they are found open in the proximity OL; a 
fire. This duty is now performed to a certain extent by the 
firemen, although the committee consider that the members 
of the protective department should more properly assume 
the task. 


WIRES. 
The difficulties and dangers which the firemen have to 


contend with are at present greatly enhanced by the numer- 
ous wires of various kinds that are run upon poles erected in 
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the streets and upon the roofs of buildings. This subject 
has been repeatedly discussed in the public prints, has been 
complained of by the commissioners time and again, and has 
been denounced by committees of the city council for a 
number of years past. The interference which the wires occa- 
sion to the working of the fire department must be apparent 
to the most casual observer, to say nothing of the danger of 
an electric shock to which the firemen are exposed from com- 
ing in contact with the high-tension electric wires. The 
committee do not feel called upon to discuss the question at 
the present time, although it must be admitted that it is a 
short-sighted policy on the part of the city, after making ex- 
tensive provision for an efficient fire department, to allow its 
operations in time of fire to be impeded and interfered with 
by the presence of electric wires. This condition of affairs 
has existed long enough, and in the opinion of your commit- 
tee, the necessary steps should be taken to compel the elec- 
tric companies to place their wires underground within a 
specified time. The committee believe that the superintend- 
ent of streets and city engineer, for instance, might devise 
some plan and report for the construction of conduits under 
the sidewalks, to receive the electric wires. Such conduits 
are made use of in other cities, and if constructed with suitable 
openings, the wires would be accessible without interfering 
with public travel to any extent. This measure of safety 
should first be applied in what is called the conflagration 
or congested district. In this connection the committee 
would also recommend that all electric companies using 
high-tension currents in their wires be required to provide 
switches for cutting off the current of electricity when neces- 
sary, In time of fire, at such places as the fire commissioners 
shall designate. The inspector of wires should have more 
power relative to inspecting wires in buildings. At present 
he can only notify in case he finds the appliances unsuitable 
or unsafe. He should have authority to compel the owners 
to remedy defects upon notification. 


Gas MaAINs. 


The committee recommend that such regulations be estab- 
lished by law or otherwise as will require the gas com- 
panies to have stop-cocks attached to the gas mains in the 
business districts in such manner as to enable the firemen to 
cut off the gas in a section where a fire breaks out, and thus 
prevent, if possible, the disastrous explosions that almost 
inevitably occur where a fire breaks out, and the gas of 
necessity escapes during the progress of the flames. 
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Froor AREAS OF BUILDINGS AND FIRE LOSSES. 


The committee have had two tables prepared giving a list 
of buildings in the cities of Boston and Chicago, respec- 
tively, having a floor area of over 10,000 square feet, with 
the width of the streets upon which the buildings are lo- 
cated. They have also a statement of the amount of fire 
insurance placed on property in the two cities, as well as 
others, together with the percentage of loss by fire in each 
city during a given period. Upon an examination of these 
figures the somewhat remarkable fact is shown that, while 
Boston has more buildings of large floor areas, located upon 
much narrower streets, her percentage of fire losses is less 
than in either of the other cities mentioned in the statement. 

Floor areas, location, and some particulars as to construc- 
tion, etc., of buildings having an area of over 10,000 
square feet, and situated on 200 acres of business territory 
surrounding the Palmer House in Chicago; also the widths 
of adjoining streets, in feet : 


Areas. Location, Construction, ete. Width of streets. 
21,000. Corner Madison and Market sts.; iron shutters 

all round . ; ‘ : 80, 140 
13,100. Corner Franklin and Madison sts. ; - iron shutters 

onrear. x 80, 80 
16,200. Chamber of Commerce : fire- proot constr uction . 80, 80, 30, 18 
10,092. Chicago Opera House ; fire-proof construction . 80 
10,000. Her ald Building, five-proof construction . : 80 
10,000. Superior Building 80 
10,000. Cook Co. Abstract Co. “Building ; fire- -proof con- 

struction . 80 


10,500. Corner Washington and Dearborn sts. ; : parti- 
tioned off into several sections by brick walls 


with openings through . - : : : 80, 80 
22,000. 56-66 Washington st. . F 80, 120 
20,300. D. F. Fiske, wholesale > millinery; iron shutters 

onrear . : 80, 100 
11,500. 106-112 Wabash a ave.; iron ‘shutters on rear : 100 
10,500. 117-121 Wabash ave. : iron shutters on rear : 80, 100 
21,500. 111-116 Michigan ave.; iron shutters on rear 

and side . 90 
12,700. Corner Monroe and Market sts. ; “close to river . 80, 66 
11,500. 273-285 Monroe st.; on river bank . : 66 
12,000. 126-154 Market st.; iron shutters on rear ; close 

to river ’ 80 


22,700. J. V. Farwell’s ; “double iron doors connecting 
with another section, and underground tunnels 
leading to other departments of the establish- 


ment; on river bank ; : 66, 80, 66 
13,000. Corner "Madison and Franklin sts. ; ; iron shutters 
onrear . 66, 80 


12,000. Corner Monroe and La Salle sts. ; lron shutters 
on rear; subdivided by brick walls with open- 
ings through : ‘ : : : ‘ 66, 80 


18 


Areas. 


11,000, 
14,000. 
21,000. 
17,000. 
15,500. 
18,000. 
16,500. 
12,300. 


12,500. 
23,500. 


11,000. 


12,000. 
16,500. 


30,000. 
02,000. 
11,500. 
18,000. 
19,000. 
13,000. 
11,500. 
17,000. 
11,500. 
13,000. 


13,500. 
12,000. 


10,300. 
~ 22,500. I 


11,000. 
16,000. 


37,000. 
23,000. 
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Location, Construction, etc. 
Corner Madison and La Salle sts. ; iron shutters 


in rear; partitioned off by brick walls with - 


openings . 
204-206 Monroe st oe aaa a ‘ ‘ ‘ 
C. B. & Q. R.R. offices; iron shutters on sides 

and rear : 4 : 
The Temple ; fire- proof construction . 

140-146 Monroe st.; iron shutters in rear 
119 Monroe st. ; iron shutters on side and rear 
First National Bank; iron shutters on rear and 

side . 

Home Insurance ‘Building ; fire- “proof construc- 
tion . : 

The Columbia; iron shutters on rear 

Honore Building; partitioned off by brick ‘walls 
with openings through ; shutters on rear 

Comniercial Building; divided into sections by 
brick walls with openings through; iron 
shutters : ; : : : 4 : 

Adams Express Building; divided into sections 
by brick walls with openings through 


American Express Building; divided into sec- 


tions by brick walls with openings; part only 
one story high . : : 

Corner Dearborn and Adams sts. : " fire-proof 
construction 

Palmer House; alee titioned off by brick walls 
with openings; fire-proof construction 

Continental Hotel : 

Williams Building ; shutters on rear . 

Corner Adams st. and Wabash Avenue ; fire- 
proof construction ; iron shutters on rear 

Chicago Athletic Association ; : eeu! con- 
str uction : 

Stock Exchange Building; i iron shutters on . side, 

Jas. H. Walker & Co. ; on river bank; mill con- 
struction; double iron doors connecting with 
another section of 7,000 feet é : 

Corner Quincy and Market sts. ; on river bank; 
three stories and basement _.. 

Corner Jackson and Market sts. ; mill construc- 
tion 

Corner Jackson and Franklin sts. ; , 

Corner Adams and Franklin sts; automatic 
sprinklers throughout. ; ; ° . 

229-228 Market st. ; on river bank ; iron shutters ; 
Grinnell sprinklers ; 5,000- -gallon tank on roof, 

Marshall, F ield, & Co. wholesale; connecting 
by double iron doors with two other sections ; 
automatic sprinklers ; iron shutters on all sides ; ; 
mill construction . ‘ ; : ; 

264-270 Fifth avenue ; iron shutters on rear 

Royal Insurance Building; fire-proof construc- 
tion; partitioned into several sections by brick 
walls with openings 

Board of Trade; divided into several sections 
by brick walls with openings through 

Rialto Building; fire-proof constr uction ; parti- 
tioned off into several sections by brick walls 
with openings through ; 


Width of streets. 
80, 80 

66 

66, 80 

66, 80 

66 

66 

66, 80 


66, 80 
66 


66, 80 


66, 80 
80 


66 

66, 80 
100, 66 
79, 100 
100, 66 
66, 100 
90 

80, 66 
80, 66, 66 
66, 80 


66, 80 
66, 80 


66, 80 
80 


80, 80, 66, 40 
80 


80, 66, 66 
66, 66, 65 


66, 66, 65 
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Areas. Location, Construction, etc. Width of streets. 


28,000. Rookery Building; fire-proof construction ; par- 
titioned off into several sections by brick walls 


with openings . : 66, 80, 40 
11,000. McCoy’s Hotel ; brick - par tition walls with open- 

ings 66, 80 
10,300. Imperial Building ; divided into sections by 

brick walls with openings ‘ : : 80 
56,000. Grand Pacific Hotel; brick partition walls 

throughout with openings i ; . 80, 66, 80, 40 
15,500. Corner Dearborn and Jackson sts. ; - fire-proof ; 80, 66, 66 
12,600. Corner Adams st. and Wabash avenue , 100, 66 
19,000. Pullman Block; subdivided by brick walls with 

openings ; fire-proof; iron shutters : 90, 66 
23,500. Leland Hotel ; brick partition walls throughout 

with openings ‘ : , : : ; é 90, 66 
16,500. Victoria Hotel; brick partition walls throughout 

with openings . 68, 90 
15,600. Wellington Hotel ; brick partition walls through- 

out with openings ; : : ; : : 66, 100 


Floor areas of over 10,000 square feet each in build- 
ings located in the business centre of Boston (each floor 
area specified representing a building), with some particu- 
lars as to location, construction, etc., and the widths of 
adjoining streets : 


Areas. Remarks as to Construction, etc. Width of streets. 
52,300. Jordan, Marsh, & Co. Connected by under- 

round passageway to another floor space of 

8,750 feet; several independent buildings 

occupied this space formerly ; partition walls 

taken down . : ‘ : ; ; ., Oo, 46, 52, 60 
37,507. R. H. White & Co. Small section of floor space 

partitioned off; single iron doors between ; 


tin-clad shutters on part of one side . . 13, 35, 41, 50 
23,919. C. F. Hovey & Co. Combination of floor 
spaces of several formerly distinct buildings : 33, 40, 60 


19,700. Brown, Durrell, & Co. Iron-clad shutters in rear, 23, 30, 40, 50 
28,875. Ames Building (corner Bedford and Kingston). 

In two parts, , connected by an entry with single 

wooden and glass doors at either extremity ; 

space originally much smaller; enlarged by 

taking out fire-proof wall : : , . 8, 32, 30 to 50 
25,000. Ames Building (burned). Divided into two 

sections. by partitions with iron doors; in- 

terior finish of varnished pine; unusually 

large windows; rear entirely unprotected by 

shutters, and only 23 feet distant from adjoin- 


ing buildings . f : : : ; . 23,30, 40, 48 
14,000. Bradford, Thomas, & Co. Building only just 

completed ; tin-clad shutters on rear and side, 20, 30, 40 
17,175. Theatre. Situated centrally in block : « | 386;.45, 48; 50 


22,104. Hecht Building. Main section, 14,000; con- 
nected by double iron doors with two other 
sections, respectively 5,235 and 2,479 feet; 
open courtway in centre having over 100 
windows unprotected by shutters, tin-clad 
shutters on sides and rear : : : AN I RO GO 


20 


Areas. 


13,750. 
20,625. 


11,450. 
11,400. 


14,600. 
12,000. 


11,400. 
20,000. 


26,475. 
11,700. 


12,800. 
10,500. 
10,934. 
10,050. 


12,500. 
20,050. 


11,400. 


10,100. 


10,478. 
10,400. 
11,871. 
11,000. 
16,200. 


12,200. 
15,000. 


18,750. 
10,050. 
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Remarks as to Construction, etc. Width of streets. 
John H. Pray & Co. Mill construction; tin- 
clad shutters in rear 4 : ; : . 12} 60,5 to 15 
Shepard, Norwell, & Co. Formed by addition 
of numerous small buildings to the original . 15, 15, 37, 50 


Marlboro’ Building. No distinctive features. 12, 57 
Corner Harrison ave. and Exeter pl. No dis- 

tinetive features. 32, 41 
Freeland, Loomis, & Co. ‘Good construction : 20, 50, 52 
Corner Congress st. and Atlantic ave. Tin-clad 

shutters in rear : - : 2 . : 26, 60, 100 
562-570 Atlantic ave. Tin-clad shutters on rear 

and sides 22,34, 100 
Eben D. Jordan Building. “'Tin- clad shutters on 

rear oD OU, 40 Ron 
Theatre. Centrally situated i in block : ‘ 10, 30, 50 
Tremont Temple. Burned. Centrally situated 

in block . : : 5 : : SF 55 
275-285 Congr ess st. Tin-clad shutters on 

sides : : p : . -25, 40, 65, 26 to 37 
Distillery. Wooden frame building; extra 

hazardous business conducted : : 16, 35 
138 Federal st. Tin-clad shutters on rear and 

sides : 25, 60, 10 to 20 
Corner Pearl st. and Atlantic ave. No dis- 

tinctive features ; ; ; 30, 50, 100 
Music Hall. No distinctive features. ; : 5 to 10, 40 


Sheldon Building. Tide-water underneath ; 

open courtway in centre on three sides of 

which the numerous windows are shuiterless, 

the other side protected by tin-clad shutters . 15, 60 
Hathaway Building. Subdivided into offices ; 

tin-clad shutters on rear; passageway con- 

necting with another building of 8,000 feet 

floor space, which, in turn, connects with a 

third building (through double iron doors) of | 

9,600 feet ‘ ‘ i : : ; : 80, 100 
115-121 Federal st. Space divided into two 

equal parts by wall and iron doors; tin-clad 


shutters on side and rear 17, 22,60 
133-141 Federal st. Divided by wall with iron 
doors into two nearly equal parts . 20, 40, 60 


169-181 Congress st. Divided into two nearly 
equal parts by partition with iron doors; 


shutters on rear and side : : : 24, 24, 60 
91-93 Federal st. Iron shutters on rear . : 22, 60 
Rich Building, 214 Devonshire st. Divided into 

two parts by partition with iron doors . : 12, 48, 50 


Cobb, Bates, & Yerxa. ‘Tin-clad shutters on 

rear and sides; space divided by light parti- 

tions with doors and openings unpro- 

tected . ; 12, 50, 50, 15 to 28 
Theatre. No distinctive features : ; 12, 15, 15, 70, 9 to 4 
Edison Electric Station. Fire-proof; iron doors 

lead to boiler-room, occupying a space of 

5,250 ft. From this room an opening leads 


to wooden coal-shed of 10,000 ft. floor space, 100 
Old J. H. Pray Building. ‘'Tin-clad shutters on 
sides of rear end . : : . 124, 41, 60, 18 to 18 


Corner Purchase and Pearl sts. No distinctive 
features . ; ; : : ; ; : 25, 50, 50 


Areas. 


15,7138. 


12,500. 
15,000. 


Ui ito. 
10,500. 
13,650. 
28,400. 
10,756. 
10,100. 
14,300. 
24,514. 
16,637. 
16,000. 
12,202. 
39,302. 
13,310. 


12,403. 
10,425. 


11,055. 
10,412. 


15,955. 
10,964. 


19,600. 


11,000. 
11,000. 


11,950. 
20,000. 


12,100. 


23,000. 
12,100. 


51,372. 
17,063. 
15,178. 
25,911. 
10,889. 


42,000. 
31,875. 
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Remar ks as to Construction, etc. Width of streets. 
16-32 Pearl st. Divided into three sections by 
partitions having double iron doors on all 
floors , . - - ; 7 10 to 15, 49 
250-260 Devonshire st. No distinctive features, 10, 30 
Brewer Building, cor. Devonshire and Frank- 
lin sts. Two partitions in this building with 


double iron doors . 48, 50, 60 
Corner Oliver and Purchase sts. Subdivided by 

two partitions with double iron doors. 50, 50, 100 
Corner Exeter pl. and Chauncy st. No dis- 

tinctive features 4 ; 32, 40, 41 
Sugar refinery. Divided into two parts by par- 

tition with double iron doors . , ’ 50, 100 
Exchange Building. Fire-proof constr uction 4 12, 40, 65 
30-38 Summer st. No distinctive features ; 22, 60 
9-19 Chauncy st. No distinctive features ‘ 6 to 15, 40 


Macullar, Parker, & Co. Divided by partitions ; 
some having unprotected openings, others 


iron doors ; : ‘ ? ; , ; 10, 40, 57 
Parker House. Hotel; interior such as is usual 

in all first-class hotels 2 . : 15, 35, 53 
Studio Building. Subdivided into offices 3 33, 65 
Phillips Building. Subdivided into offices : 35, 65 
B. Y. M. C. U. Divided by partitions with un- 

protected openings . : . 15, 18, 48, 10 to 25 
U.S. Hotel. Interior, same as is usual in non- 

fire-proof hotels : - : re 22; OO, 0U R02 
Milton pl. No distinctive features : 20 
Fire-proof construction . ; 48, 60 


Niles Block. Unprotected windows in “year; 
parts of building old and cut away by tenants 


to lead into other buildings . ; : 12, 35 
Sears Building. Fire-pr oof construction . 2 16, 40, 43 
Corner Otis st.and Winthropsq. No distinctive 

features . : 15, 45 
Theatre. No distinctive featur es i 30, 50 
Adams Express. An old building divided up 

by partitions . 30, 50 
Young’s Hotel. Connected to another building 

of 4, 650 feet by bridges : ¥ Lass 5504p 
Mutual Life Ins. Co. Fire- proof construction . 19, 49 
N. E. Mut. Life Ins. Co. Fire-proof construc- 

tion. : : 19, 60 
Mason Building. Good construction : ; 42, 50 
Metropolitan Warehouses. Wooden frame 

building . ; ‘ ‘ : : é . 18, 45, 50, 100 
Hotel Reynolds. Partly fire-proof; remainder 

of old construction : 2 ; A 52, 60 
Adams House . : : 15, 16750 


Lincoln Building. Divided by walls into seven 
sections, connected on sixth Aory by double 


iron doors : ‘ 30, 40, 48 to 58 
Fire-proof construction A - : ; ? 48, 60, 62 
Fire-proof construction . ; : : . 60 on all sides 
Fire-proof construction . : ; , ’ 35)-50, 54 
Construction dangerous : ; s 4 14545755 
do yatua kos 9 Ge: Las R.R. depot. No distinctive 

featur es : 4 ie 3 7 100 
No distinetive features F ; ; 4 2502-087) OGe 6d 
Wooden frame . ; : , 70 
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Krre Losses. 


The amount of premiums received in New York during 
ten years has been about $65,000,000; the losses paid out 
by the insurance companies for the same period, have been 
over $44,000,000. The premiums received in Chicago for the 
same time have been between $35,000,000 and $36,000,000 ; 
the losses paid out by the insurance companies have been 
from $20,000,000 to $21,000,000. In Boston, for the last 
ten years, the premiums received by insurance companies 
have been about $24,000,000; the losses paid out by the 
companies during the same time have been about $12,000,000. 
In Brooklyn, St. Louis, Cincinnati, and other large cities, 
the business of the insurance companies has been, in many 
cases, poorer than in the three cities we have cited. 

Boston insurance companies have lost fifty per cent. of their 
premiums, New York, sixty-six per cent, and Chicago, sixty 
per cent. Our city, although the insurance rates are from 
twenty-five to forty per cent. lower, has produced better 
results. We believe that this is, in great part, owing to the 
excellent work done by the fire department of Boston. 

Our investigation, and the expert testimony submitted, 
show that Boston has more serious drawbacks to contend 
with than New York, Chicago, or any other large munici- 
pality in this country, the most important being her narrow 
streets and large-area buildings. Our business section has 
narrower streets and, per acre, two to ten times as many build- 
ings of over 10,000 square feet floor area as similar sections 
of other cities. With very few exceptions, the large-area 
buildings of New York and Chicago are on broad thorough- 
fares, and easy to reach in case of fire, besides which, many 
of them are fire-proof; the rule in Boston is the exact op- 
posite of this. 

The committee has investigated as to the water-supply of 
the city as compared with that of other cities, and find it to 
be in good condition, and ample for fire purposes. We 
would recommend a further enlargement of the supply in 
the Congress-street section as soon as practicable. Changes 
should also be made in certain sections of the North End as 
speedily as possible. The apparatus connected with the fire 
department is modern, and in excellent condition. There 
are 48 engines, ranging in capacity from between five hundred 
and six hundred gallons to a thousand gallons per minute, on 
a basis of three hundred revolutions per minute. In the Ap- 
pendix will be found a detailed statement of their size and 
condition. (See Appendix, p. 192.) 

The committee has looked into the question of losses in 
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other cities as compared with Boston, and find a very satis- 
factory result. The losses for the ten years ending December 
31,1892, are only in proportion to those for the previous ten 
years, — those subsequent to the hig fire, — taking into con- 
sideration the increase of property at hazard during the 
former period. Compared with the previous five years, the 
losses for the five years ending December 31, 1892, would 
seem to be, if anything, proportionately less. In proportion 
to the amount of property at risk, judged from the premiums 
received each year by the underwriters of the respective 
cities, the losses in other cities are larger than those in 
Boston. This applies not to one year or two, but to periods 
covering ten or twenty years back. ‘This fact is emphasized 
when we consider that the insurance rates In many other 
cities are considerably higher than in Boston. 


APPARATUS AT FIRES. 


The department makes up its running card of the pieces 
of apparatus that shall respond to the various box alarms in 
the following manner : 

Each district-chief draws up a list of the amount of appa- 
ratus he wants at each box. These lists are submitted to the 
chief of the service, who revises them, and the result of his 
revision is submitted to the board of fire commissioners, 
who pass upon it after making such alterations and additions 
as they think necessary. In addition, arrangements are made 
so that a telegraph operator responds to each fire, and by 
means of the key in the alarm box maintains communication 
between the officer in command at the fire and the rest of 
the department. By this method if other fires occur and 
there is a shortage of apparatus, if any is to spare from the 
fire it can be sent wherever it is needed. 

The new running card of the department, which has been 
in the printer’s hands for some time past, provides for a 
fourth alarm at fires, and makes certain other changes which 
could not have been made before, because of certain additions 
that had to be made to the apparatus. 

From evidence submitted, the committee believe that a 
sufficient amount of apparatus answers alarms of fire. 

There has been some complaint on the other hand that a 
larger number of pieces of apparatus than are required are 
often sent to fires, and that as a result some of the apparatus 
is idle, and at the same time other portions of the city may 
be unprotected. In reply to this criticism it is suflicient to 
state that it must always be a matter of judgment as to the 
number of pieces of apparatus required, and if more are sent 
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than are really needed it is an error on the safe side. They 
can be returned to their quarters if not wanted, and, under 
the present system, can respond to other calls just as readily 
as they can from their houses. 


Frre LINES. 


The committee believe that more stringent rules should 
be adopted in the maintenance of lines at fires for the exclu- 
sion of the public. This recommendation is made in the 
interest of public safety as well as of the fire department, 
and is heartily endorsed by the fire commissioners. ‘There 
are too many people who find their way through the lines in 
time of fire, by means of badges and upon various pretexts. 
They endanger their own lives and seriously interfere with 
the firemen in many ways, and for the interest of all con- 
cerned they should be excluded. A large number of badges 
have been issued for years past: the members of past city 
councils have badges, which the police have been accus- 
tomed to honor hitherto, so that altogether every large fire 
attracts an army of sightseers and curiosity hunters, who 
have no business there; they pass the lines with their 
obsolete badges, and are an obstruction and continued source 
of anxiety to the firemen. The badge business should 
receive immediate attention by the commissioners. A new 
badge should be issued, and all old ones ignored, and in this 
way a large class of simply idlers and sightseers can be got 
rid of. The rules cannot be too stringent, and should be 
made to exclude all except those whose business actually 
calls them to the fire. 


CAUSES OF FIRES. 


The inquiry of the committee, as before intimated, 
branched out in many directions, but upon the chief subject 
of their investigation — namely, the causes of fires — they 
were unable to obtain much exact or definite information. 
Accordingly they have been compelled to draw their own con- 
clusions from the testimony which was submitted. The 
causes of fire may be understood, or they may be various 
and difficult to discover; but the serious results ensue from 
the spread of the flames from an insignificant blaze to a 
disastrous conflagration, so that to the committee’s 
mind, the most important inquiry is not so much 
to determine the origin of the recent fires in our 
city as to discover how and from what. causes they 
have spread with such extraordinary and uncontrollable 
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rapidity, and, for a time, completely baffled and over- 
come the department in its efforts to subdue the flames. 
The real cause for this condition of things is not far to seek : 
it comes undoubtedly from the erection of extensive and 
high buildings on our narrow streets, without sufficient 
regard for the building laws in their construction ; with im- 
mense undivided floor-spaces, packed to the ceilings with in- 
flammable goods of every kind; meagre and insufficient and 
often total disregard of fire precautions ; buildings assumed 
to be fire-proof, but, as a matter of fact, constructed very 
much on the principle of a blast furnace, with the fuel all laid 
within, and only waiting for the application of a match or 
spark of fire to convert it into a roaring and _ resistless 
mass of flames, which must inevitably doom not only the 
building itself, but those in its vicinity, to destruction, 
despite the most heroic and determined efforts of the 
firemen. These are the causes which exist in our city, 
and which are occasioning the extensive and destructive 
fires in our midst, concerning which so much has been said 
and written of late. And the next question that arises im- 
mediately in each one’s mind is, ‘*‘ Who is responsible?” 
Your committee answer unhesitatingly, ‘‘ Not the firemen, 
but the owners of buildings; and also, to a greater extent, 
the insurance companies or underwriters.” What is the 
effect of their taking risks upon these buildings — what 
indeed? It is merely paying a premium upon, and en- 
couraging, faulty construction and carelessness. If they 
would refuse to insure the buildings at all, a better condition 
of things would immediately ensue. This disgraceful state 
of affairs arises from the unreasoning competition of the 
agents of rival insurance companies to secure business for 
their respective companies, and risks are taken that a careful 
judgment would not consider for a moment. Boston is not 
the home of insurance companies, and most of the insuring 
of our property from loss by fire is done by agents of foreign 
companies, who are apparently more interested in the com- 
missions they may receive than in the character of the risks 
they take. ‘This statement is fully borne out by the evidence 
submitted at the hearing. We would call attention to the 
testimony of Mr. William Brophy (see Appendix, p. 230), 
where he says that his insurance company would not have 
insured the Hecht building at any price, not if it were in the 
middle of a ten-acre lot. This gentleman, by the way, 
represents a conservative company, but one that holds risks 
in amount about as large as any company in the country. 
The committee believe that in the foregoing statement 
they have fairly intimated what are the causes of the recent 
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fires in Boston, and the question arises, “ Will the under- 
writers, after settling the losses which they have in a great 
measure brought upon themselves, shoulder as much of the 
responsibility as belongs to them, desist from their endeavor 
to throw undeserved blame upon the fire department, and 
codperate with the powers that be, in applying the remedy 
where it should be applied, namely, in the buildings that 
ure erected and being erected in our city”? The building 
laws should be more stringent and more rigidly enforced, 
the floor spaces in buildings should be restricted in area, 
and the character and quantity of goods in buildings should 
be more exactly defined and limited. Proper fire precau- 
tions and improved devices for preventing the spread of fire 
should be insisted on. Here isa field of operations where the 
fire underwriters may devote their energies, instead of com- 
plaining of the fire department, and endeavoring to hold it 
‘¢responsible for results” that they might have foreseen, and 
to a reasonable extent have prevented, had they properly 
exercised their own powers and intelligence. 

Our department, as every one admits, is well organized 
and equipped, and the city council has always provided for 
its needs with almost prodigal liberality. Whenever a 
request for additional apparatus has been made, it has 
in almost every instance been complied with, and it will 
no doubt continue to be so in the future. The water sup- 
ply also is abundant in the hazardous district for fire pur- 
poses. So that the committee believe it is high time that 
the criticism of the fire department should cease, and our 
citizens should Jook in the right direction for the causes of 
fires, and place the blame where it properly belongs. 

They believe also that less notice should be taken by the 
city council of outside criticism of our fire department, 
coming from residents of other cities and towns, and usually 
instigated by motives of jealousy or prejudice. It is not 
expedient or advisable to enter into any lengthy argument 
relative to this class of criticism, but the committee venture 
to state that it would be well for some of these suburban 
critics to apply ‘‘ home rule” to their fire department and the 
other departments of their municipalities. 

Your committee, before concluding their report, desire to 
call upon all citizens to aid the fire department, so far as 
lies in their power, in exposing and suppressing the faulty 
construction and carelessness referred to, which the under- 
writers have countenanced and taken risks upon. ‘The fire 
department should have the right to inquire into the man- 
ner in which underwriters place risks, and why they assume 
risks for owners and others who are careless and neglectful in 
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guarding against fire. It is the hazardous and high-rate risks 
that should be inquired into, — risks affording a large com- 
mission fee. The more hazardous the risk the higher the rate 
of premium, and, as a matter of course, the larger the commis- 
sion, which is the incentive that actuates these men in the 
transaction of their business. The committee are informed 
that there are instances where insurance brokers assume 
risks and write policies upon property which they have never 
even seen nor inspected. After the insurance broker places a 
risk his service generally ends, for he seldom visits a build- 
ing afterwards, to see how the merchandise is stored or 
what amount of rubbish and refuse matter is allowed to 
accumulate in the attic or cellar, or whether any precautions 
are taken to guard against fire. No! But when the fire 
does come it is the fire department that is blamed for not 
arresting its progress immediately, and the brokers, in order 
to cover up their own lack of judgment and shortsighted- 
ness, straightway proclaim that the fire department is inef- 
ficient and badly managed. It is an open and apparent 
injustice to the department, and our citizens should so 
understand and view it. A more thorough and systematic 
Inspection should be carried on by the underwriters, and 
they should confer more with the heads of city departments 
upon matters relating to the public safety ; and when losses 
come they should not attempt to place the blame where 
it does not belong. The lives of our firemen are in 
jeopardy every moment from the time the alarm is 
sounded until they return to their quarters. They perform 
their duties with heroic and unflagging zeal, and if at 
times, in the face of insurmountable difficulties, they are 
unsuccessful in coping with the flames, they should be 
applauded for their efforts rather than be criticised and con- 
- demned for their failure to perform impossibilities. 

The committee present herewith the accompanying 
orders and resolves, for carrying into effect the recommenda- 
tions they have made. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JoHN H. Ler, 

THomas W. Foon, 
CHARLES T. Witt, 

Davin F. Barry, 
Wititiam A. Davis, 
CHRISTOPHER F. O’BRIEN, 
GEORGE I. Roprnson, JR., 
CoRNELIUS J. FLYNN, 


Committee. 
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Ordered, That the committee on finance be hereby re- 
quested to provide an appropriation of $70,000 for the fire 
department, being the amount required, as estimated by the 
fire commissioners, to place the said department upon a 
permanent basis. 

Ordered, That the committee on finance be hereby re- 
quested to provide an appropriation of $285,900 for remod- 
elling engine-houses and providing additional apparatus for 
the fire department, according to the estimates prepared by 
the fire commissioners, namely : 


Ladder Co. No. 1, $25,900, for rebuilding, Warren square. 


“é eee eee yep, O00 as ‘s Washington st. 
6 co 6st 18, +25,000, ** house, Grove Hall. 
Engine Co. No. 3, 12,000, ‘* alterations for double com- 
pany. 


6é <6 6s = 20, +=225,000, ** land and house, Neponset. 
Ladder Co. No. 7, 25,000, ‘* rebuilding, Meeting-House 


Hill. 

Chemical Co. No. 2, 15,000, ‘* alterations for more appa- 
ratus. 

< ‘¢ No. 11, 28,000, «* land and buildings, Can- 


terbury street. 


Engine Cos. Betis Ee , 30,000. (additional), for land and 
ean’ buildings, North End. 
Engine Co. No. 30, 25,000, for new house, W. Roxbury. 
Fire-boat  * 2, 50,000, ** boat and equipment for 
service. 


Ordered, That the committee on ordinances be hereby 
requested to report an ordinance to amend chapter 41 of the 
Revised Ordinances of 1892, so as to provide that water 
used in stand-pipes, roof-hydrants, and other appliances, for 
the prevention of fire in all large buildings in the city, shall 
be furnished free of charge or for a nominal rate. 

Ordered, That the committee on ordinances be requested 
to report what action is necessary on the part of the city 
council to increase the power and authority of the inspector 
of wires, and also to provide for placing all electric wires 
underground. 

Also to require that gas companies furnishing gas in the 
business section of the city shall provide stop-cocks upon gas 
mains in such manner that the gas can be cut off where a fire 
breaks out. 

Ordered, That the Boston water board be requested to 
take the necessary measures for increasing the water-supply 
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for fire purposes in the business section of the city, in the 
vicinity of Congress street, and at the North End. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the city council a more 
detailed and exact system of keeping accounts should be 
established in the fire department. 

Resolved, That inthe opinion of the city council a system 
of inspection should be established in the fire department, 
relative to the character of goods stored in buildings, as to 
their inflammability, the manner in which they are stored, 
and also of the appliances furnished for the prevention of 
fire in such buildings. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the city council the 
board of fire commissioners should make more stringent 
rules to keep the public outside of the fire lines maintained 
at fires. 


APPENDIX. 


City Hat, February 28, 1893. 


HEARING BEFORE THE JOINT SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON 
MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT IN THE ALDER-| 
MANIC CHAMBER, CITY HALL, AT 7.30 O'CLOCK P.M., ON 
PETITIONS ASKING FOR AN INVESTIGATION OF THE FIRE 
DEPARTMENT. 


Present Aldermen Ler (Chairman), Fioop and Wirr; Council- 
men Barry, Davis, O’Brien, Roprnson, and Frynn. Clerk, Mr. 
BRAWLEY. 


Chairman Lex, in calling the meeting to order, said : 
The order under which this hearing is held is as follows: 


Ordered, That a joint special committee to consist of the Chairman of 
the Board of Aldermen and two other members, with such as the Common 
Council may join, be a committee to inquire into the causes of the recent 
fires in Boston; also as to how the money appropriated for the Fire Depart- 
ment is expended, and such other matters as, in the opinion of the committee, 
would be deemed for the best interests of the citizens of Boston. 


That order was passed by the Board of Aldermen, February 13, 
and Aldermen Flood and Witt were appointed a committee to act 
with the Chairman of the Board, representing the Board of Alder- 
men. Sent down for concurrence. Passed in concurrence by the 
Common Council February 16. Came up concurred, and Messrs. 
Barry, Davis, O’Brien, Robinson, and Flynn, were appointed as 
said committee on the part of the Council. Approved by the 
Mayor, February 20,1893. Atruecopy. Attest, John M. Galvin, 
City Clerk. This investigation will proceed under several com- 
munications which were printed in the newspapers, one dated 
January 27, one January 25 and one January 23, signed by several 
citizens of Boston, a great many of whom live on the outskirts, 
in the suburbs. (See end of first hearing, Exhibits A, B, and C.) 

I believe Mr. Damrell, the Fire Commissioners, the Fire Mar- 
shal, Chief Webber, Clerk Scott, of the Fire Commissioners’ 
office, Mr. John Shepard, Mr. J. M. Meredith, the Boston Belting 
Company, the Woven Hose Company and Mr. Flanders, have 
been requested to be present. 

I desire to say to the committee that the following communica- 
tions have been received. | 
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OFrFicE oF MEREpDITH & GREW, 
15 Coneress st., Boston, February 27, 1893. 


James L. Hinvarp, Esq., Clerk of Committees, City Hall: 


Dear Sir: [shall be unable to aceept your invitation to meet the com- 
mittee on management Fire Department on Tuesday evening next. 

Having been appointed by His Honor the Mayor on a committee of investi- 
gation of the Fire Department, I deem it best to await the organization of 
that committee, prior to taking any action whatever in the matter. 

Respectfully yours, 
J. Morris MEREDITH. 


Boston, February 27, 1893. 
James L. Hittarp, Esq., City Hall, Boston, Mass: 


Dear Sir: Your invitation of the 24th, to meet the management of the 
Fire Department, is received; and inasmuch as we have not yet organized 
and started on our business, would prefer seeing them at some later day. 

Yours very truly, 
JOHN SHEPARD. 


The Chair is unable to see what effect their being appointed by 
His Honor the Mayor on a committee to investigate, can have upon 
their appearing here. Some of them have signed a petition here, 
stating what they knew about fires and insurance. Is there any 
person here representing the Boston Belting Company? (No 
response.) Is there any person here representing the Woven 
Hose Company? (No response.) 

Mr. Barry. — Mr. Chairman, this is a committee appointed 
from the two branches of the City Government, elected by the 
people, and there are people who have had a good deal to say in 
regard to these fires, in the press and otherwise, who do not now 
appear before the committee. They have desired to parade them- 
selves in the paper as petitioners, and they will be given every 
opportunity for a hearing before this committee, in regard to the 
recent fires. ‘he names of two very important parties have been 

called, and they have not responded. ‘The Fire Marshal is not 
‘here, although he took occasion to go into a very lengthy state- 
ment in his report, and there is no reason why he should not 
appear before the committee. I don’t believe we should go on 
with this hearing to-night; but that, in order to get at the matter 
properly, every man who sioned the petitions should be notified to 
be here at a later hearing. I think it is the duty of these men, if 
they can afford to go before the public in the great city of Boston, 
~ with its 500,000 people, as desiring an investigation, to take ad- 
vantage of the opportunity that is offered for a hearing in the 
matter. We are willing to give our time to this subject. I have 
been myself in attendance in the committee on claims to-day from 
2 o'clock until 6 o’clock, and I am willing to stay here to-night 
until 12 o’clock; and my time is just as valuable as that of the 
petitioners. I believe, before we proceed any further, we should 
adjourn to-night, and send a notice to every one of the petitioners 
to appear here, and if they do not come they should give some 
reason for not coming. 

Alderman FLoop. — [ entirely agree with the remarks of Presi- 
dent Barry in regard to this matter. Of course, we cannot pro- 
ceed to-night, for the simple reason that persons who have peti- 
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tioned have not been notified; but we should adjourn to such 
time as they can be notified, and given proper time to appear 
before the committee. Of course, it is a question in my mind, as 
a member of the committee, what certain people are doing to keep 
men from appearing before the committee. It is only in the same 
line as a great many other things that are being transacted in the 
city of Boston to-day, and have been for the past two or three 
vears ; that members of the City Council are ignored to a great 
extent, and are not considered in questions that should properly be 
brought before them. This is a matter in which we have a voice, 
because we have a voice in providing the means whereby these de- 
partments are supported. I am in favor of postponing this — 
meeting. Jam very sorry there are so many gentlemen present 
who are willing to be heard, but with whom we cannot proceed, as 
we want first to hear the plaintiffs in the case. It is proper that 
they should first appear, if they have any reason at all for criticism, 
and we are the proper parties to hear that criticism. As far as 
the Mayor’s commission is concerned, I know personally only one 
member of it, ex-Alderman Carruth. Mr. Carruth is a man of 
good reputation and standing. He is not, however, a member of 
the government now; has not had a voice in the financial affairs of 
the government for two years, and for that reason I don’t think he 
knows any more than, or as much as, some of the members of the 
committee to-day who are sitting to hear the petitioners, in regard 
to such matters. I sincerely hope that the committee will adjourn 
to such time as will allow these people to receive a proper notifica- 
tion; and then if they will not appear the committee, as represen- 
ting the City Council, must act accordingly themselves. 

The Chairman at this point, in response to a question by Mr. 
Robinson, referred to the petitions previonsly touched upon, 
whicii will be found in full at the end of the report. 

The Cuarrman. — The Chair wants to go on record now as say- 
ing that it is his belief that. so far as any injury was wanted, the 
moment that the underwriters advanced their rates in the city of 
Boston just that moment all interest ceased. The Chair is of that 
opinion and belief. They have accomplished what they have 
started after, and they will not come before this committee, or any 
other committee, [ think, to give any evidence, whatever. The 
Chair will, however, ask the clerk to notify some of the under- 
writers to be present, particularly those who signed that petition. 
The Chair also asks the clerk to notify Mr. Osborn Howes, Jr., 
and Mr. Field, of the Boston Protective Department; also Mr. 
Abbott, the Chief of the Department. In addition to that, the 
clerk will notify all the petitioners. 

Alderman FLoop. — Mr. Chairman, there is one gentleman who 
sent a voluminous report into the City Council, and had it printed 
at the city’s expense, through somebody’s error. It never should 
have been so printed. The report should have been submitted to 
the Board of Fire Commissioners in writing, and they should do 
as they pleased with it. But it happened to be printed in the way 
I have referred to, and came to the City Council. That is the Fire 
Marshal’s report. I would suggest that he also be again notified 
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to be present. He is supposed, I believe, to be at every fire, and 
ought to have a thorough knowledge of the sections, the districts, 
where fires take place. 

At this point Fire Marshal Whitcomb appeared. 


Statement by Fire MarsHat CHartes W. WHITCOMB. 


@. (By the Chairman). Mr. Whitcomb, I suppose you know 
what this committee is here for? 

A. I can’t say that I do. 

@. Well, I will have the clerk read the order to you, and see 
what you do know. (The clerk read the order.) I suppose you 
have some knowledge, Mr. Whitcomb, of the recent fires in 
Boston? 

A. I think I have; yes. 

@. You have no objection to giving the committee at present 
whatever information may be in your possession as to the recent 
fires? 

A. None at all. 

@. I believe the Hecht Building was the scene of one of the 
recent fires in Boston. Will you state to the committee about 
what time the fire started? 

A. You mean the time of day? 

@. Certainly ; your knowledge, of course. 

A. Well, the alarm was given at 8.20, as I remember it — the 
first alarm. 

@. In the morning, — A.M.? 

A. Yes, sir; 8.20, and the second alarm was given, I think, at 
8.32. I can give those to you exactly. 

@. Were you present there yourself during the fire, Mr. Whit- 
comb? 

A. I was; yes. 

@. When did you arrive, after the first, second, or third 
alarm ? 

A. Well, it was pretty late; must have been after the second 
alarm, anyway. I don’t make a general custom of going to fires 
at all. 

@. About what hour was it you arrived ? 

A. Well, the first alarm was 8.22; the second alarm was 8.30; 
and the third was 8.36. I wasn’t there until after the third alarm 
— wasn’t there until after 9 o’clock. 

@. Well, you made a report upon that fire? 

A. I did. 

(). To whom, Mr. Fire Marshal ? 

A. To the city government. 

@. And under the statute law you were obliged to make a re- 
port to the city government? 

I considered it so; yes, sir. 

You considered it so. What do you mean by that? 
Well, I interpreted it so. 

The law ? 

VYeaivsirs 
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(. Doesn’t the law require you to make your reports either to 
the Fire Commissioners or to the Grand Jury? 

A. No, it does not. a 

@. Well, can you quote the law where it requires you to make 
a report of the kind you made in regard to this fire. 

A. If you will show me a copy of the law, I will quote it to 
you. It is in the Acts and Resolves of 1886. I don’t understand, 
Mr. Chairman, that this is an investigation of the Fire Marshal’s 
office ? 

@. No, we only want-to find out the facts in this matter. We 
want to start right, you know. We may get up there before we 
get through. 

A. That is all right, L[ am perfectly willing; but I simply 
wanted the order to cover the investigation, that is all. Would 
you like to have me read to you the part of the law under which I 
made the report to tue city government? 

Q@. Yes, certainly. 

A. (Reading from the ‘‘ Blue Book,” of 1886) :** Said Fire Mar- 
shal shall report in writing to the owners of property, or other per- 
sons interested in the subject-matter of investigation, any facts and 
circumstances which he may have ascertained by such inquiries 
and investigation which shall in his opinion require attention from 
said person or persons, and it shall be the duty of said Fire Mar- 
shal, whenever he shall be of opinion that there. is evidence suffi- 
cient,” etc. Then it goes on about the District Attorney, but the 
part of the law under which I made the report for the city govern- 
ment is that requiring the Fire Marshal to make a report to owners 
of property and to interested parties, and also to give them, in 
addition to the cause and knowledge of the fire, to use the language 
of the statute here ‘‘ any facts and circumstances which he may 
have ascertained by such inquiries and investigation which shall 
in his opinion require attention from said person or persons.” 
That is under section 2 of the Act passed in 1886 creating the 
office of Fire Marshal. 

@. (By Mr. Barry). Mr. Whitcomb, how many reports have 
you made since you have been Fire Marshal? 

A. Do you mean annual reports? ‘The first annual report was 
made in 1887 —that was for about half a year —and there has 
been, of course, an annual report every year since. - 

@. And you have followed the same course as in the last one? 

A. S Yes, sir. 

@. What special reports have you made? 

A. There have been two special reports, one of the Brown, 
Durell Fire. 

@. Then it was a custom established to send the reports in to 
the city government? 

A. Oh, the annual report is required by law once a year. But 
I am merely quoting to the Chairman the authority under 
which I made this special report to the city government. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) Your report was sent to the city 
government, and was ordered printed ? 

A. It was. The language of the statute is that the Marshal 
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‘¢ shall report in writing to the owners of property, or other per- 
sons interested.” I supposed, of course, the citizens of Boston 
were the parties interested, and I knew of no better way to reach 
them than through the city government. I knew of nobody who 
better represents them than the city government. 

@. Now, Mr. Whitcomb, this is your report (referring to City 
Document 46 of 1893). I suppose you have looked it all over? 

A. Yes. I haven’t seen it lately. 

@. You undoubtedly corrected the proof, did you not? 

A. I did; that is my report. 

@. That must be correct? 

A. That is my report, and I am responsible for it. 

Now, will you turn to page 3, about midway down the page, 
about the fourth or fifth sentence, commencing ‘* Under these cir- 
cumstances and taking into consideration ” ? 

A. ES. Sir. 

@. Then follow down. ‘‘It will be readily understood that so 
far as this building was concerned its complete destrucion was 
already an assured fact when the firemen arrived on thescene ” ? 

tae eS, BIT's 

@. You were there yourself at that time and know that? 

A. Well, I am not supposed to be on the scene at any of these 
fires. J happened to be at this fire. 

Well, I am asking you about this one fire. 

ny it happened to be at that fire; but my place is to take the 
evidence as an inquest, you know. I am not supposed to go to 
fires; that is I do not go to fires. Whether I interpret my duties 
rightly or wrongly is for somebody else to decide. 

@. Iask you whether you were present at the time when the 
firemen arrived there, or was that evidence which you obtained ? 

A. That statement is based on evidence which was given before 
me. 

Q. Well, then, you believe, Mr. Whitcomb, that that state- 
ment which is there is absolutely correct? 

A. Ihave no question about it at all. 

@. No question about it? 

A. Not the slightest. 

Q. Now, Mr. Marshal, from whom did you receive the state- 
ments? Have you any objection to telling? 

A. Well, [ have my testimony all in type-writing. I have 
copies at the office. 

@. Can you now call to mind from whom you received that 
statement? 

A. Well, that was based probably upon the evidence of some 
half a dozen individuals. In the first place, as I recollect now, 
speaking perfectly haphazard, Officer Carroll, whom I refer to in 
the report as going over to give the alarm, testified that three min- 
utes after he went there to give the alarm and at about the same 
time that Engine 7, as I recall it now, arrived on the scene, he saw 
flames coming from the centre of the building, above the centre, 
which of course, came up through this light area, and at that time 
also I had ascertained from other evidence, from the people who 
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occupied the second floor, the Patterson peopie —+ the book-keeper 
of Pattersons’ — that the flames had come through the windows of 
this light area here on their floor; and there was no question but 
what, summing up all the evidence, the flames were on every floor 
practically at the time that the firemen arrived there, and at the 
time Engine 7 arrived there, that the tlames were coming from the 
centre of the building. ‘This report was made upon a very com- 
plete and careful summary of the evidence that I had. Of course, 
I haven’t it with me; but I can very easily furnish it to the com- 
mittee, if they care for it. It is all in print. 

@. Now, Mr. Whitcomb, from your observation, and from the 
statements that you received during your investigation, do yon 
believe that there was any inefliciency on the part of the * ire 
Department? 

A. Well, that is a pretty broad question to put to me. In the 
first place, I don’t consider that I am competent to pass upon the 
efficiency of the Fire Department. In the first place, I know 
nothing about fire fighting. I am not a judge of it in any way, 
shape, or manner. I would say this, in a general way, that if it 
could have been possible —and it remains for other people, who 
know more about that thing than myself, to say if it could have 
been possible — to have put a line of hose into Summer street at 
the same time that it was put into Federal street, I think possibly 
the Summer-street buildings could have been saved. Whether that 
was a practicable thing to have done or not I cannot say. It is 
not possible for me to say. 

@. Then, you are not prepared to say that there was any in- 
efficiency on the part of the department, from your knowledge? 
I don’t want you to take it from statements which may have 
been made to you, but from your own knowledge, as a man who 
has had considerable experience ? 

A. I want to be careful about that. I see no way, for in- 
stance, in which the Chief of the Department could have done 
better than he did If I were Chief of the Department I see no 
way in which I could have done better than he did. I see no 
way in which the Chief of the Deparment was negligent, or in 
which he was in any way, shape, or manner, at fault. in the 
slightest degree. If you ask me about the department you ask 
me a very broad question, you know, which includes the system 
and everything else, which, of course, is something I am not com- 
petent to pass upon. 

@. Well, you have made quite a study of this whole subject 
during the past four or five years? 

A. Not of fire fighting, I beg your pardon. Of the: causes of 
fire, yes; but not fire fighting. 

@. You have made a study of the management of the cepart- 
ment? 

A. Not at all. 

@. In Boston or other cities? 

aide INO, 

Have you ever visited other cities ? 
Mee] never have had any allowance made for that purpose. 
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@. Did you ever visit on your own resources ? 

A. No;J never have had sufficient of those to allow me to do 
that. : 
@. Now, Mr, Fire Marshal, on page 12, of your report, about 
midway down, refer to the paragraph commencing ‘* Still another 
fatal error? ” 

As Yes. 

Q. Was that based upon statements made to you or upon your 
own observations? 

A. The statements all together, the evidence. 

Q. The report is made entirely upon statements ? 

A. Upon evidence, altogether. 

Q. I will read that: ‘** Still another fatal error, without which 
it may be that the loss made possible by the other neglect might 
have been nullified, was the ignorance of the Chief of the Fire 
Department as to the existence of this area-way and its surround- 
ing conditions.” You based that upon statements made to you? 

Paeledid: 

@. Well, can you tell the committee who it was that made that 
statement ? 

A. Well, what statement? Of course, these are statements 

made upon my own responsibility, and based upon the summary 
of a great many statements in evidence. If you will tell me 
just what particular point you want to get at there? 
— QQ. Well, the statement as to the ‘‘ ignorance of the Chief of 
ithe Fire Department as to the existence of this area-way and its 
‘surrounding conditions.” I will ask you, how do you know that 
‘tthe chief didn’t know that that area-way was there? 

A. I took his own testimony for it under oath. 

@. And you say to this committee that you base that statement 
‘upon the chief’s own statement that he didn’t know it was there? 

A. The chief’s own statement under oath, yes, sir. 

@. Was it taken in shorthand? 

A. It was taken, and I have got it all written out. You can 
‘have it at any time you care for it, 

Q. Will you furnish the committee with a copy of it? 

A. I will. I will be pleased to do it. 

@. And you base that upon the chief’s own statement? 

A, ALMOS yeas sir: 

@. (By Alderman FLoop.) What area-way do you have refer- 
‘ence to here? 

A. This little back area, right here (pointing it out on the plan 
‘in Document 46.) 

Q@. In regard to that statement — ‘‘ Still another fatal error, 
‘without which it may be that the loss made possible by the other 
‘neglect might have been nullified, was the ignorance of the Chief 
‘of the Fire Department as to the existence of this area-way and its 
~surrounding conditions ’’ — I will ask the Fire Marshal if he knew 

that area-way was there? 

A. I did not know it; knew nothing about it. I knew nothing 
wabout any of the physical. conditions of the business district of 
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Boston. It is not my business to know. I don’t know anything 
about it at all. 

@. I will ask you another question: what is your business as 
Fire Marshal? 

A. Haven’t you the law there before you? 

@. I understand that; but I ask you, as a member of this com- 
mittee, to tell the committee what your business as Fire Marshal 
is? 

A. To investigate into the cause and origin of fires, and make 
reports under certain conditions, as provided in the act. 

@. That is, you are merely an investigating officer; nothing 
else? 

A. Yes, sir; that is all. 

@. And base your reports on evidence given to you by people 
summoned by you to come before you? 

A. That is all; yes, sir. 

@. Have you any reason to believe that the Chief of the De- 
partment should know that this area was there ? 

A. None atall. I had no reason to think that he should, unless 
it was conveyed to him by other people. It wasn’t his business as 
far as I know. 

Q. You say that? 

A. I say that; yes, sir. 

@. Now, on your testimony here, do you think that the language 
of your report was fair language for you to use in the report, con- 
sidering, as you say at the present time, that there was not any 
reason why this man should have known that? 

A. Ido; yes, sir. From my knowledge of the English language 
I should consider it perfectly correct. 

Q. (By Alderman Wirt.) Why was it an error if it was not his 
duty to know that that area-way was there? Why was it an error 
that he did not know it? 

A. Iam not teaching the English language ; but the word ‘ ig- 
norance” does not imply the word ‘‘error” at all. Ignorance 
merely means lack of information, lack of instruction. That is 
the meaning of the word ‘‘ ignorance.” It doesn’t mean that he 
was wilfully ignorant, or blamefully ignorant, or sensibly so. It 
simply means that lhe had lack of knowledge, Jack of information, 
lack of instruction, and that is the primary meaning of the word in 
the dictionary. 

@. Well, an error is a mistake, isn’t it? 

A. Well, I will have to refer you, to settle the whole question, 
to the definition of the word ‘‘ ignorance” in the dictionary. 
That is all I have to say about that. 

The CHarrman. — The alderman is talking about the statement : 
‘¢ Still another fatal error.” 

@. (By Alderman Wirr.) Yes, I am referring to that? 

A. It was an error. 

Q. Well, was it an error if it wasn’t his business? 

A. I didn’t say it was an error on the part of the Chief En- 
gineer. 
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. (By Mr. O’Brien.) You did say so, if I read aright: 
‘ Still another fatal error,” on page 12. 

A. Yes, very true. That was an error, but not of the Chief 
Engineer by any manner of means; no error of the Chief En- 
gineer at all. 

@. (By Alderman Wirr.) Whose error was it, then? 

A. Do you want me to tell you? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Well, it was an error of the whole department, as a system. 

Q. Itis nobody’ s business to know that the-area way was there, 
and still it is an error? 

A Well, I say again, that I am not to pass upon the manage- 
ment of the Fire Department of the city of Boston. ‘That is not 
my business; I don’t know anything about that. I know nothing 
about the handling of fires, the management of fires, and I don’t 
claim to. 

@. (By the CHarrmMan.) Why do you place the responsibility 
on the whole department, Mr. Whitcomb? 

A. Place the responsibility of what? 

Q. Of this fatal error? 

A. I don’t place the responsibility. 

@. You just stated, in reply to Alderman Witt, that it was the 
error of the whole department? 

A. It was a fatal error in the handling of the fire; perhaps I 
should not have said in the Fire Department. It was a fatal error 
in the handling of the fire. 

@. Outside of the chief to whom do you attribute the ignorance, 
if not to the whole department? 

A. I don’t know that it is for me to do otherwise than I have 
done in my report. 

@. I know; but you bring out these statements ? 

A. Yes. Those I am willing to substantiate. 

@. We are not so clear, you know; are not able to interpret the 
English language as clearly as you do; therefore we are trying to 
get that information from you which we may not possess ourselves ? 

A. Now, if you will specify the particular sentence, or the par- 
‘ticular matter that vou want elucidated, I will try and do it. 

@. You don’t want to say thatthe error was attributed to the 
whole Fire Department, in answer to Alderman Witt’s question? 

A. No. What I am speaking about there, as I read it now, is 
the general management of the fire. 

Q. The general management of the fire do you attribute that 
to the department as a whole, as it was represented at that fire, 
or to one or more individuals ? 

A. To neither one nor the other. 

@. You place the responsibility nowhere? 

A. Nowhere. 

@. Now, I will ask you a pretty direct question, and you can 
answer it or let it alone just as you have'a mind to. 

A. Iam very willing to answer any questions. 

@. I want to find out, Mr. Fire Marshal, and I merely ask it as 
ab expression of vour opinion, as a man who has had experience, 
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what is your opinion of the present Chief of the Boston Fire De- 
partment, as to his ability to cope with fires ¢ 

A. Do you think I ought to be called upon to answer that? 

@. I think so, as a good citizen. You ought to answer it, if 
you know. 

A. I don’t think, in the first place, that my judgment is worth 
anything on that; and I don’t think, in the second place, that I 
ought to be called upon to answer that. I am very willing to 
state, however, although I should consider it entirely infra digq., 
as they say, you know, in law, something superfluous, that so far 
as I have seen I have never seen any flaw in his management of 
fires, saying at the same time that Iam not a judge of the man- 
agement of fires. Ihave never seen anything to find fault with 
in his management of fires. I know of nothing to criticise in his 
management of oe nothing at all; and I never have seen any- 
thing to criticise. say that in order to counteract what this 
gentleman has Re up here in regard to the word *‘ ignorance,” 
because I have used the word ignorance” in this report, merely 
in the sense of lack of information, lack of instruction. 

Q@. (By Alderman Wirt.) I was talking about the word 
‘‘error” more than the word *‘ignorance.”’ I infer from the 
word ‘‘error” that there was a mistake; and I wanted to know 
where the mistake was, if it was not his business? 

A. It was a mistake in the general management of the fire. I 
stand by just what I say. I have seen nothing, so far as my 
limited ability to criticise in a matterof that kind is concerned, 
which would warrant me in finding the slightest fault with the 
conduct of affairs, so far as I have seen them, by the present 
chief of the department——nothing at all. I am very frank to 
say that. 

@. (By the CHatrman.) Have vou, during your time as Fire 
Marshal, Mr. Whitcomb, seen anything that would lead you to 
recommend any changes in the management of the Boston Fire 
Department? 

A. Well, now, you are asking me to pass upon a question as a 
layman which I have no business to pass upon, and which I don’t 
know anything about. I bave not seen anything, and I am not 
competent to say. If you ask me whether I have seen anything 
I will say no; but I want to preface that by saying that I am not 
competent to say whether the Boston Fire Department could be 
improved, or whether it could not. I don’t consider from my 
position as Fire Marshal, that I should be any better able to judge 
of their ability to handle the fires that may occur, the ability of 
the Fire Department to manage a fire, than an ordinary layman, 
except perhaps in specific cases. 

@. Well, has there any specific case come under your notice 
upon which you would make any recommendations ? 

A. None at all. 

@. None, whatever? 

4l. None, whatever. 

@. (By Mr. Ropryson.) You say that as an official or as a 
layman ? 
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A. I say that in answer to a question put to me here; that is 
all. 

@. (By the Caatrman.) And so far as the language in your 
report here concerns the Department for Inspection of Buildings, 
that is also based upon statements? 

A. Well, statements in what way do you mean? On evidence? 

@. On evidence? 

A. Yes, sir. In other words, my knowledge is vicarious, that 
is right. 

@. That is, after you get evidence you make up your report by 
condensing it? 

A. That is correct. 

@. And you have that evidence all written out, I suppose? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And would be glad to send to the committee any portions 
of it? 

«Al. At any time, if they want it. 

@. Now, Mr. Whitcomb, on page 13, there is just one thing 
that I would like to have you answer in regard to. You say in 
the third paragraph: ‘* Without indulging in further discussion as 
to how the blame, therefor, should be properly proportioned, I 
have no hesitation in finding that the failure of the Fire Depart- 
ment to locate lines of hose in both the Constant and Preston 
buildings until the fire was under full headway there, was a fatal 
oversight ; and, so far as I am able to judge, entirely without justi- 
fication on the part of those to whose inaction such oversight must 
be attributed.” ‘That is based, also, upon evidence? 

WA. 1 es,’Sir: 

@. And can you call to mind who it was that made that state- 
ment?” 

A. I think so. It would be very easy for me to furnish it if 
you tell me what particular point you want. 

@. Well, I will take the whole paragraph, and let you digest it. 

A. Well, in the first pluce, Chief Regan testified, with refer- 
ence to that clause; I forget just how you worded your question 
back there some time ago. What was your question about the 
Fire Department? 

@. I don’t know as I care to go back. I am now asking about 
this paragraph right here. We will review the testimony by and 
by. 

A. Well, you are now asking with reference to the statement: 
‘“*T have no hesitation in finding that the failure of the Fire De- 
partment to locate lines of hose in both the Constant and Preston 
buildings until the fire was under full headway there, was a fatal 
oversight’? That is the point that you wish to make? 

hie Wes, 81P: 

A. The Chief of the Department, in the first plaee, testified that 
he did not know that there was an area-way behind there, and that 
he did not know that there was a building, unprotected by shutters. 
He further testified that, had he Known such to be the fact, he 
would have placed lines of hose in those buildings when he got 
there. 
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@. You are now talking about Chief Webber? 

A. Iam talking now about Chief Webber? 

@. Not Regan: ? 

A. No, Webber. I will come to Regan afterwards. Of 
course, it was no fault of Chief Webber’s that he did not know 
those things. Iam not blaming him at all, because it wasn’t his 
business to know it, and it would be superfluous for me to say so 
now. -L[hen District Chief Regan, who was the District Chief of 
that district, stated that he did kuow that there was an area-way 
there, but that when he got to the fire he forgot it, and that he did 
not know that the building was unprotected by shutters, and that 
if he had known these things he should have put a line of hose 
there. Now, as to how soon it was practicable for either the 
Chief or Regan, or anybody else, to put a line of hose into those 
buildings, remains, of course, for you to ascertain from the Fire 
Department, from somebody that is engaged in fire fighting, rather 
than myself. I merely say this, that if it was practicable for them 
to have put a line of hose into those buildings at the time when 
they put them into the Hecht building, that they, in my opinion, 
as far as I can judge from the testimony, which, of course, I am 
basing my statements on, might have saved those buildings. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Fire Marshal, will you pass down to the 
next paragraph: ‘* It should be stated, however, that, in order for 
any action in this direction to have proved beneficial, it would 
have been necessary to have adopted it almost contemporaneously 
with the attack on the Hecht building, as the Constant building 
appears to have caught on fire within eight minutes from the time 
when the first alarm was pulled? ”’ 

A. Yes. Now, what do you want me to say to that? 

@. You say that Chief Regan told you that he didn’t know 
there was an area there at all? 

No, he didn’t say that. 
What did he say? 
Said he did know there was an area there. 
But forgot about it? 
Forgot about it. 
And would it have been necessary for him to have gone in- 
to that area-way to find out whether the Constant building was on 
fire or not? 
A. Oh, no; not at all. That was a different thing. 

@. And you got that evidence from him— that eight minutes 
from the time the first alarm was pulled the Constant building was 
in flames? 

That was the combined evidence of District Chief Abbott — 
What Abbott? 

District Chief Abbott, of the Fire Department. 

Not the Protective Department? 

No, District Chief Abbott, and Cheswell and others, com- 
bine d — a summary of evidence. 

@. Did you have any evidence to show that there was a line, or 
that there were lines of hose placed in the Hecht building, upon 
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the arrival of the department, when they found out that that 
building was on fire? 

(4. X.C8,° S17. 

(). I understand from you and from your report, based on the 
evidence, and the statements made to you, that that building was 
in flames upon the arrival of the department? 

A. The Hecht building? 

@. The Hecht building. 

A. It was; yes, sir. ; 

@. Now, have you got any evidence that shows that upon the 
arrival of the department there was not a line of hose to place in 
that other building, the Constant building ? 

A. Yes, I know when the first line of hose was. placed in the 
Constant building. 

@. You do from your own knowledge? 

A. I don’t from my own knowledge; I didn’t see it. 

@. Then you don’t know, except from the officers ? 

A. That is all I know of anything; such evidence as I have 
referred to. 

@. You want all your evidence considered as based upon that 
fact, except some direct question that may be asked as to your 
knowledge as an expert? 

A. Yes. It-is all from the evidence I took. That. is all you 
can get from me. 

@. I didn’t suppose we could get much more. We are going to 
get all we can, however, before we get through here. 

A. Well, I don’t understand what you want to know, now. 

@. Well, I want to know if you know how long it was hefore 
there was a line of hose put into the Constant building, from the 
evidence ? 

A. Yes, I can form an opinion of that. 

(@. How long after the first alarm ? 

A. Well, I think my report states that when I say that within 
eight minutes from the first alarm the building caught fire. The 
first alarm was given at 8.22; the second alarm at 8.30. Chief 
Abbott gave the second alarm ; District Chief Abbott, and he noti- 
fied Cheswell when he got there, and Cheswell went up to puta 
line of hose into that building, and he found no line of hose ready, 
and had his men jump on a hose wagon which was handy, and run 
up_to the corner of the next street, and run a line of hose down 
from there. It must have been et least twelve minutes from the 
first alarm before a line of hose was gotten into that building. 

@. Then the building didn’t catch fire until eight minutes after 
the Hecht building? 

A. I should say not; no. 

-@. Then it couldn’t have been fourteen minutes; from 8.22 to 
8.30 is only eight minutes. 

A. I don’t quite catch the point. 

-Q@. You say the first alarm of fire was at 8.22? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The second at 8.30? 

Ac es; Sit; 
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@. That is only eight minutes. 

A. That is all. 

@. It is about that time, then, that the Constant building 
caught fire, within eight minutes of the time when the first alarm 
was pulled? 

I think so; yes, sir. 

And then it was 8.36 when the third alarm was pulled ? 
Correct. 

Which would make about fourteen minutes ? 

cea, 

And you say that when Chief Cheswell—or was it Chief 
ott that arrived ? 

I don’t know what you are speaking of. 

I am trying to find out when that line of hose was put in 


A 


ORFOROLOE 


et 
> 
@ 
_ 
@ 
wv 


I cannot answer a question intelligently until you ask it. 
Who was it put the line of hose into the Constant building ? 
Cheswell. 

What alarm did he respond to in that fire ? 

Came on the first alarm. 

And when he got there he ordered it in? 

Ordered what in? 

When he arrived at the fire he ordered the hose into that 
building : ? 

A. When Cheswell came there he reported to Abbott ; at least, 
didn’t report to Abbott. because he is on an equality with Abbott, 
but conferred with Abbott, and Abbott who had just then rung in 
the second alarm, told him the buildings on Summer street had 
caught fire, and to go around and attend to those; and then he 
went around to put a lineof hose in, and found no line in readiness ; 
and then the men jumped on the hose wagon and came up to the 
next corner, and then ran a line of hose down into the Summer- 
street bnilding. 

@. He couldn’t have put a line in when he went there. 

A. Of course not; he couldn’t. 

When he got there there was no line there? 

That is correct. 

Then it was at 8.30 when he was informed ? 

Yes. 

The building, according to your report, didn’t take fire for 
eight minutes after the first alarm ? 

A. About that time; yes, sir. 

@. And at the second alarm, that was 8.30 — that was the 
time that Mr. Abbott told Mr. Cheswell. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And Mr. Cheswell went immediately and got a line and put 
it in? 

A. Cheswell did; yes, sir. 

@. Now, that line was in there before the third alarm was 
pulled? 

A. I should say it was ; yes, sir. 

Q. Then that line was in there within six minutes of the time 
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they were notified that the fire had started in the Constant 
building ? 

A. I should say so; just about that time. 

@. Have you any knowledge about the time or what hour it 
was that the wall fell from the Hecht building, in the area? 

A. You mean from the Hecht building over towards Summer 
street ? 

@. From the Hecht building to the Constant building ? 

A. About half an hour my evidence is; about half an hour after 
the men were on the road. 

@. That is, of course, from the evidence? 

A. That is from testimony; yes, sir, from the evidence. 

@. Does your evidence show who was in command at the time 
that Mr. Cheswell was told that the Constant building was on fire, 
and to run a line of hose? 

A. Chief Webber was in charge. 

(). And that evidence is based upon the statement of whom? 

A. Well, upon his own testimony. 

@. Upon the chief’s own testimony ? 

A. The chief’s own testimony. 

@. Have you had any conversation with any of the fire under- 
wiiters in regard to any of these fires, Mr. Whitcomb ? 

A. Not sinee the fire; not at all. I haven’t seen a member of 
the Board of Underwriters at all, that I know of. 

@. Had you been in consultation with them at any time prior 
to the Hecht fire? 

A. No, sir. 

@. You never discussed with them the question of raising 
rates in the business district of Boston ? 

A. Not at all, sir. I have nothing to do with the Board of 
Underwriters in any way, shape, or manner. 

(. They have never discussed with you some of the hazardous 
risks in that district as to the construction of buildings? 

A. Not at all. They leave me severely alone. I don’t know 
whether itis because they don’t like me for some other reason, 
but they have left me severely alone, and I have them. 

@. Since this fire have any of them been to see you? 

A. I haven’t seen a member of the Board of Underwriters, as I 
have stated to you, that I remember of, since the fire. 

@. Did you have any evidence before you from any members of 
the Board of Underwriters or any insurance men? 

A, None at all. 

@. None of their agents? 

A. None atall, either directly or indirectly, most emphatically, 
no. You can make that as emphatic as you please. 

@. And this is based ena on evidence taken by you outside 
of any underwriters or agents? 

A. By myself, without influence, directly or indirectly, remote 
or unremote, in connection with them. It is not my business to 
have anything to do with thein. 

@. Have you ever been called upon at any time by the Fire 
Underwriters to make any special report upon any fires? 
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A. Thave. 

@. Have you been called upon by the Fire Underwriters to 
make any special report in relation to the Hecht building? 

A, Never. 

@. Well, will you state to the committee what fires they were 
that they called upon you to make special reports upon ? 

A. Only once, with reference to a fire on Columbia street ; and 
I cannot tell you the names of the parties now. But it was when 
a new automatic alarm had just been put in, I think it was some 
four or five years ago. 

@. (By Mr. Ropinson.) Sargent & Bancroft? 

A. I cannot tell the name. That is the only time, and that was 
some four or five years ago. The Board of Underwriters have 
never had any communication with me, officially at all, in any way, 
shape, or manner ; neither have they had any, individually, with the 
exception of that fire, and that is some four years ago, when they 
ask me to make a special report wpon it, which I did. It was 
not made a public report. 

Q. (By the CHarrman.) Have you ever had any conversation 
with any officer of the Protective Department, in relation to the re- 
cent fires? 

A. No, sir; I don’t know who the officers of the Protective 
Department are at all. 

@. Do you know Mr. Abbott? 

vs aed here Lug 

@. Then you do know some of the officers of the Protective 
Department ? 

A. I say I didn’t know them as such. I know Mr. Abbott, the 
superintendent, but you spoke of him as an officer. I supposed by 
that you meant the president or one of the directors, etc., not the 
employees. 7 
You know Mr. Field, the president, do you not? 

I didn’t know at the time that he was the president. 
You do know him? 

Yes, sir; I do know him very well, indeed. 

You have never had any conference with him? 

No, sir. 

). Have you ever had any conferences with Mr. Abbott. 

44. Never had any conferences with anybody about these 
matters. 

®. Have communications ever passed between you and Mr. 
Abbott, in relation to the recent fires? 

A. Not at all. 

(). You didn’t summons him to appear before you in the inves- 
tigation ? 

A. I did not; no, sir. 

@. (By Alderman Fioop.) I will ask you why not? 

A. I didn’t know of anything that he or the others could give 
me any information about. 

@. You didn’t think that he, as Superintendent of the Depart- 
ment, could give you any information in regard to the fires, did 
you? 
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A. No, sir; I had no reason to suppose he could. Why should 
he? 

Q. That is what I want to find out. 

A. Ineversummonsed him, and I don’t think he was ever in my 
office in his life. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpny.) Mr. Fire Marshal, the area 
of this Hecht building was how many thousand feet to the floor? 

A. Some 14,600 feet, I believe, stating it offhand. 

(). The recommendation made by the special committee ap- 
pointed to arrange the building laws of Boston cut down the area 
to what, for safety in buildings ? 

A. About 10,000 feet, I think. 

(. I beg pardon, 6,000. 

A. I won’t undertake to say in regard to that. 

@. And the Legislature amended it to make it 10,000; am I 
not right, Mr. Damrell? 

A. I won't say as to that, [ understand that the law is 10,000 
feet; Capt. Damrell recommended 5,000 feet some two years ago. 

Q. Well, in view of the position which has been taken in re- 
gard to these matters the past few years, I want to ask you this 
question: What, in your opinion, was the condition of the Hecht 
building? Was it a dangerous building in case of fire? 

A. Well, I should say that it was; yes, sir. J should say that 
any building where they had an area of over 10,000 feet, and where 
it was filled with combustible merchandise, leaving aside the fact 
of the light area well, leaving that altogether out of the question, 
the fact of a building of that area, without partitions, and filled 
with combustible material, and with elevator wells, of course, 
they did have two elevator wells in this case, I should consider 
that it would at all times be dangerous. 

@. Does your evidence serve to make you recollect what busi- 
ness was carried on in the cellar of that building? 

A. Do you mean with reference to Hecht. Bros. basement, or 
the whole building? 

@. The basement, to start with. 

A. Well, the rear of the basement, of course, was occupied by 
Hecht Bros., for what you might call a storage-room for their 
books; also of course, containing their boiler-room, closets and 
things of that kind; and then in the front they had these four or 
five small stores, what you might call basement stores. 


@. Such as? What was the business of those stores? 

A. Fruit store, boot and shoe store, a market, ete. 

@. What was the fruit store —a banana store? 

A. A banana store. 

(). Did they use oil stoves there? 

A. They did in the banana store. 

@. In your judgment what does that add to the hazard of the 
risk ? 

A. It increases it very materially. 

Q. How materially, enormously ? Does it make an extreme 


risk or not? 
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A, Asan owner of the Oe I should say yes, if I were an 
owner. 

@. Above that, how large was the amount of wool that was 
stored ? 

A. I cannot give you the amount of wool; but of course we all 
know it was an immense amount; that it was perfectly foolhardy of 
course ; to store such an immense amount. 

Any standpipes in the building? 
None at all. 

None whatsoever ? 

None. 

No hose? 

None. 

No watchmen? 

No. 

No precautions at all of any kind? 
I should say not. 

That such an enormous amount of property should be ex- 
pected to have? 

A. I should sav not. 

@). What was the construction of the walls of that building? 

A. In conformity with the building laws, I should say, as far 
as I was able to judge, the walls were all right. 

@. That is, the building laws, at the time it was built? 

Ay Yes, sir: 

@. Did you find out anything in regard wo the strength of the 
mortar that was in the walls? 

A. Well, I forget the percentage now; but it is given in the 
building jawe? and I inquired from the architect and builders, and 
found that it conformed to the law at that time. The building 
law, I believe, now requires two-thirds more. I won’t undertake 
to give the exact percentage ; but at any rate more than when that 
was constructed. 

(@). Was it true that those walls were constructed in the winter, 
——in cold weather? 

A. That I can’t tell; I can’t answer. 

@. That building was practically about seven stories high, was 
it not? 

A. Six stories high. 

(. Six, and counting the basement, would make seven ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

(). Fourteen thousand square feet to each floor, and loaded 
with wool. Now, the Constant building, you say, didn’t have 
shutters ; you say that? 

meee) G8, 

@. In addition to that, the lower story of the Constant building 
had a skylight over it? 

A: Yes, : sir; or the basement. 

Q. What was the protection from fire of the skylights of the 
Constant building ; that is, the skylight of the first floor? 

A. None at all. 
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@. Now, what has been your experience with the enormous 
mass of flame that such a building as that would generate? 

A. Well, of course there would be an immense volume of heat 
produced, which would be liable to be disastrous when it is con- 
fined to a small space like that. 

@. Exactly, and it was eight feet across that passageway or 
area ? 

A. Yes, eight feet, a little over. 

@. It narrowed down to eight feet. Now, taking the experi- 
ence you have had, what is your experience of the safety of plac- 
ing men within eight feet of the wall of a building that has seven 
stories, each floor containing fourteen thousand square feet, loaded 
with wool, and all a mass of flames? 

A. Placing men there? 

@. Men within eight feet of that wall; yes, sir. 

A. That comes down to a question of fire fighting, with which I 
am not familiar. I know nothing about that. I shouldn’t want 
to go there myself. 

@. I simply ask you your opinion. You say in your report, if 
my memory serves me right, that it was a fatal error that a line of 
hose was not run into that building ? 

A. In the first place, yes, sir. 

Q. Within eight minutes? 

A. Well, at the time. 

@. It was twelve minutes, according to what you say? 

A. Yes, about that. I was referring to the neglect to have 
done it at the time. Of course, men might have been stationed at 
the top of the Summer-street buildings, and have played their 
lines of hose on the rear windows or shutter-ways, or whatever 
you are a mind to call them, of the Summer-street buildings. 

Q. Isn’t it a matter of fact that when the wall of the Hecht 
building fell in it crushed the Constant building, and the build- 
ing next to it went through the roof. 

A. That didn’t fall, according to the evidence I had, until some 
half hour after the fire started. 

@. When it did fall, was not that the case? 

A. It crushed in the skylight and part of the building; that is 
correct. 

Mr. Damreti. — It cut the building right down, right in two; 
carried the floors with it. 

Mr. Wuircoms. — Well, it took the floors of one building. 

Q. (By Commissioner Murpny.) Mr. Marshall, they had a fire 
once before in the Hecht building, in the very store; the banana 
store, which has been referred to, which you investigated ? 

A. Yes, sir; the banana store; two years ago. 

@. From this oil lamp? 

A. Yes, sir; two years ago. 

@. Your evidence in regard to the falling of the wall shows 
that it fell within half an hour at the outside? 

A. Yes; gir. 

@. Was your evidence of such a nature as to make you certain 
of that fact? 
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A. No more certain than any fact given me under oath. Ihave 
it from the testimony of different witnesses. This was given to 
me by the testimony of the men on top of the Brown building — 
the firemen. 

@. I merely asked you this, because the investigation of the 
Fire Commissioners, in reference to this fire, I think, found a little 
different state of facts as to the falling of that wall. 

A. The firemen on the top of the Brown building testified to 

that, and I think you can very easily ascertain that. I think they 
were the men under Captain Smith, or the men under Chief Abbott. 
It is very easy to ascertain that. 
' @. Iam also so particular in reference to the Constant build- 
ing, because of the fact that District Chief or Assistant Chief 
Regan in his testimony, if my memory serves me right— we can 
produce it. here — has made the statement that he would not have 
put his men in the rear of that building, because he was afraid of 
the results ; and subsequent results bore him out. 

A. He claimed to me he didn’t know there was any fire in the 
Summer street property until some two hours after the fire was 
tbere. Chief Regan said he was around on South street, and 
knew nothing about the fire on Summer street, at all. Whatever 
he might have thought afterwards I don’t know. ‘That may have 
been his judgment afterwards, and possibly may have been well 
founded. 

@. That is his evidence before us. 

A. I am talking about his evidence before me. 

Q. (By the CuarrMan.) Just one question, Mr. Fire Marshal, 
I want to ask you has not the introduction of electricity as a light- 
ing factor and motive power increased the hazard of fire risks in 
Boston ? 

A. Well, that is a pretty broad question to ask a man, you 
know. 

@. Iam basing it on what you say of trolley wires? 

A. Well, I don’t say anything in there that will warrant that ; 
that is an outside question. J have got an opinion upon that 
subject, but I don’t know that I ought to give it to you now. 

@. Look this report over, and see if you haven’t referred to it 
here. 

A. That is all right; there is nothing about it in there. I 
know that report by heart ; I ought to. 

@. ‘** Steps should undoubtedly be taken looking to the placing 
underground of all wires, except the trolley wires, of the street 
railway.” 

A. That is correct. 

@. And now I ask you: has not the introduction of electricity 
as a lighting factor and motive power increased the hazard of fire 
risks in Boston, in your opinion, as a man of experience? 

A. I shouldn’t want to give an opinion. 

@. Well, why make the recommendation to put them under- 
ground ? 

A. Well, that is a different question. If you ask me the ques- 
tion whether I believe the wires ought to be put under ground or 
not, I say yes. 
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Q. At the present time, with the exception of one or two com- 
panies — the Edison, some of the Western Union, and the New 
England Telephone — about all the wires are overhead, are they 
not? 

A. Yes, sir. If you mean to ask the question if we do not 
have fires which are caused by electric lighting wires, I will say, 
yes, sir; we do. 

@. I haven’t asked you that question. I have asked you this 
question: has not the introduction of electricity as a lighting 
factor and motive power increased the hazard of fire risks in Bos- 
ton? Now, asa man of six years’ experience in your position, I 
should think you ought to be able to tell. 

A. Well, I may be able to; but I shan’t answer that ques- 
tion. 

Q. You don’t want to? 

A. No, sir. 

@. You don’t want to go up against the underwriters ? 

A. I don’t want to answer it without considering it, giving it 
full consideration, and I don’t think I should be called upon to 
answer it offhand in this investigation. 

Q. (By Alderman FiLoop.) What reason can you give the 
committee for recommending that in your report. 

A. I recommend that the wires be put under ground; that is 
another question. 

Q. For what reason? 

A. Various reasons. In the first place, [can cite you a number 
of cases where there have been fires, in Hanover street and vari- 
ous other places, where the wires have interfered with the fight- 
ing of the fires, where ladders couldn’t be put up, and where they 
have been a great hindrance to the proper management and hand- 
ling of fires without possibly, necessarily, at least, being a cause 
of fire. Now, of course, they have been the cause of fires toa 
certain extent, but the chairman puts the question whether they 
have materially increased the hazard of fires? Of course, that in- 
cludes the broad question as to whether there would be an increase 
in the hazard over what previously existed — as to how the num- 
ber of fires that might have been caused by gas lights, kerosene 
lamps, etc., which have been put out of existence by reason of the 
introduction of electric lighting, would compare with the number 
of fires caused by electric lighting, which is too broad a question 
for me to answer generally, and I shouldn’t want to answer it off- 
hand. It is not a question I am afraid to answer. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) You are not a stockholder in any of 
these companies ? 

A. No, sir; not in any way, shape, or manner. 

It is a question I am perfectly willing to give you a written opin- 
ion upon, but I wouldn’t answer it haphazard. I don’t want this 
investigation turned either into an assistance to or something de- 
rogatory to some corporation, you know. If you want facts which 
it is my duty to give, that is all right. 

@. LIask you this question on account of your experience, and 
I don’t know anybody whom I would take as an expert, quicker 
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than I would you, from your experience of the past six or seven 
years. I now ask you, Mr. Fire Marshal, taking your report, if 
you can condense them and call them together in your mind, how 
many fires that you have investigated, and have reported upon have 
been caused by electric wires? 

A. I should say they would average somewhere about two or 
three per cent. of the total number of fires. 

@. What do you mean by that, in the aggregate? 

A. Two or three per cent. of the total number of fires. Of 
course, we have not had fires from electricity that amounted to 
anything, except perhaps during the last five years. 

@. Well, take it for five years. 

A. Well, for four or five years. I shouldn’t say haphazard, 
of course, without consulting my statistics or figures at all. I 
should think the number of fires which owed their origin to that 
cause would be somewhere in the neighborhood of two or three 
per cent. 

(). That is, so far as you are able to ascertain their origin? 

A. Yes, sir; always basing my premises on that. 

@. Upon evidence submitted ? 

A. Evidence submitted ; yes, sir. 

@). The Thanksgiving-day fire was caused by electricity, ac- 
cording to your report? 

A. I think so, without question. I have no hesitation in say- 
ing so. I say so more emphatically now than I said it in the re- 
port. 

@. (By Commissioner Fircu.) You mean two per cent. of the 
number of fires? 

A. Yes, the number. Iam not speaking of the total aggregate 
loss. 

@. By (Commissioner Murpuy.) I didn’t exactly understand 
whether you replied to me that the first fire in the Hecht building 
was from the oil stove in that banana shop? 

A. Yes, it was; and it caught in the drying-room. 

(). The second fire, the disastrous one, was that from the same 
cause? 

A. No, it caught outside of those rooms. Of course the first 
fire, you know, proved as disastrous as the second. 

@. (By Commissioner Firou.) Mr. Marshal, yon say here in 
another place: ‘* The records of the Inspector’s Department of 
the Boston Board of Fire Underwriters on this building have for 
years continued this report, ‘ shutters needed ;’ but no action in 
the matter, so far as I can learn, was ever taken, although it is 
said to have been the intention of the Inspector of the Board to 
have notified the owners this month that if shutters were not 
provided their rates for insurance would be increased.” How 
many years should you judge that that was on the books of the 
underwriters ? 

A. I should judge some ten years, if I remember right, from 
the testimony — some ten years, I think it was. 

@. You are certain of this? 

A: Yes. 
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Certain it was there? 

Yes, sir; that is my evidence. 

Who is responsible for making this inspection ? 

The Board of Underwriters, I presume. 

What particular officer, if you know, is responsible for 
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that? 

A. Well, the man at that time whom I examined was Mr. Rob- 
inson ; but of course he was not responsible for the fact that noth- 
ing had been done there in the way of putting on shutters. He 
had reported to the Board of Underwriters that there were no 
shutters there, and shutters were needed ; and then he said that that 
statement had been on their books some time, even back, I think, 
to the time of Mr. Kelcey, which I think dated back some eight, 
nine, or ten years. He stated, however, that the Board of Under- 
writers had given out orders, or made new regulations, so that they 
should be more stringent about the putting on of shuttere, and 
that they were about to issue orders to put those shutters on. 

@. Going to put them on the next month? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. How long have they been going to? 

A. That is all I heard of it; so I don’t know. 

@. With that amount of wool in the building, with the electri- 
cal chevaux de frise in front of the building, and all this area 
space, these unshuttered windows, this floor space where so much 
wool was stored, this banana store in the basement, with the oil 
stove, and with a fire that should have been a warning to every- 
body two years ago, did they as much as underscore this ‘‘ shut- 
ters needed”? Did you find any mark of emphasis of that sort? 

A. No, merely the usual criticism. 

@. In other words they had been betting even for ten years 
that this building would not burn? 

A. That is your way of putting it, of course. 

@. And ‘‘ next month” they were going to require shutters, or 
else they would withdraw their risk ? 

A. That is what they said. 

@. You said, Mr. Marshal, that the chief was in command at 
the time the second alarm was pulled, or at the time this fire was 
discovered ? 

oes. . 

@. That is not exactly in accordance with our evidence, — the 
evidence that he has given us and that district chiefs have given 
us. Chief Abbott was in command at that time. 

A. I asked him who was there, and who had charge of the fire, 
and he said he did; and I supposed that meant being in command. 
He did have charge of the fire as soon as he got there? 

Oh, you mean before the chief arrived? 

After the time this fire was first reported ? 

Then I misunderstood the question. 

That was the question the chairman asked you. 

Who was in command at the time of the putting of the line 
into the Summer-street buildings was the way I understood the 
question. 
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Q. Well, Chief Abbott was in command at that time. 

A. If that was so the chief couldn’t have been there at the 
time of the second alarm. 

@. Not at that immediate moment. Now, you say practically 
that it would have been necessary to have a line simultaneously or 
comtemporaneously, as you put it, on both sides of that fire? 

A. I think so, to have saved the Summer-street building. 

@. That building, you say, was on fire in eight minutes after 
the first alarm was pulled? 

Ae ess sir. 

(J. And the second alarm was not yee until eight minutes 
after the first? 

A. Hight minutés — 8.30. 

@. And there was no fire visible on the outside when the first 
apparatus arrived ? 

On the outside of what — the Hecht building? 

No, on this Summer street side? 

Not that I am aware of. 

But there was a great deal of fire visible on the other side? 
Inside the building. 

Requiring all the apparatus that arrived at the first alarm 
and considerable more ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Would it have been good judgment to go around looking for 
fires when they had more than they could attend to in front there? 

A. Ido not pretend to give good judgment in the matter of 
fighting fires. I don’t know anything about fighting fires. 

@. Well, you have practically made a statement which would 
seem to imply that they should have done that? 

A. If you want me to give my opinion, I will give it; although 
I am not a man who has been a fire fighter, or a man who considers 
himself capable of giving judgment in such matters. 

@. Well, you have used the word ‘‘ fatal” twice here ? 

A. Yes, sir; and I have meant it every time I have used it. 

Q. The first time it was ‘‘ fatal error,” and the second time it 
was ‘* fatal oversight ?” 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, if it is a thing impossible to do, will you please tell 
us why it was an error in the first place, and an oversight in the 
second place? 

A. I don’t say ‘* impossible”; you are assuming that. 

@. You have ‘practically coincided with the propositions I have 

made here? 

A. No, I haven’t said ‘‘ impossible.” That is for you to show. 

@. Well, what do you mean here? I think you ought to specify 
more definitely whose fatal oversight it was. 

A. I suppose the committee is here to fix the responsibility. I 
simply say, from the examination of a great many witnesses, that 
it was a fatal oversight. 

@. Well, perhaps you can save them trouble to a certain extent ; 
you have examined a great maay witnesses? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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(@. And you have made this statement on the basis of your 
examination ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Now, cannot you at least give them a suggestion to help 
them along in their work? 

Piey aN Os 7 don’t know that I can. As I said, in the first place, 
I am entirely incompetent to pass upon methods of fighting fires. 
That is something beyond my line, entirely outside of my business. 
I don’t know anything about that. I merely say that if it was 
practicable for a man who went there and put a line of hose into 
the Hecht building to have known the situation of the building 
between Summer street and the Hecht building, so that this 
second line of house could have been run into the Summer-street 
buildings, he could have accomplished a great deal of good, and 
in my opinion, so far as I can judge from the evidence, have 
saved these Summer-street buildings. Now, whether it was prac- 
tical to have done that, or whether the department could have 
done it is something that the committee must judge from the Fire 
Department and not from me. 

@. Who is the man who should have known about this area 
there, and the liability of this other property to take fire? 

A. I think that is something for the committee to pass upon 
themselves. It seems to me that is not for me to decide. 

Q. Well, certain statements are made, and we want to know 
who, in your judgment is responsible, whose action it was that 
caused you to make these statements, these criticisms? 

A. You mean whose inaction, rather than whose action? 

@. Sins or omission or commission, we don’t care which? 

A. Well, as I say, if it was practicable for a man to have had 
knowledge of that. situation,'and had it been practicable for him 
to have put a line of hose in both those buildings at the same 
time, he could have saved both buildings. Now, whether it was 
practicable under the rules of the Fire Department for a man to 
have been able to do that or to be furnished with such informa- 
tion, I don’t undertake to say. 

@. Well, who is the man most likely to have had this knowledge 
in the Fire Department? 

A. I certainly shouldn’t suppose the Chief of the Fire Depart- 
ment could know of those things; I don’t know that it is practi- 
cable for anybody to know about them. ‘That is not a matter for 
me to pass upon. 

@. (By Alderman FLoop.) Well, in your opinion as a citizen, 
aside from your position? 

A. J am testifying here now as an official. IJ refuse to answer 
any questions whatever as a citizen. 

@. J ask you now, then as an official — and, as I consider, an 
official who ought to know — is there anybody in the Fire Depart- 
ment who should know that that area was there? 

A. That I don’t know. I am not running the Fire Department, 
and I have absolutely nothing to say about it. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpuy.) I beg your pardon; you 
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stated in your report who should know, if my memory serves me 
right? 

tA: I stated something according to the rule which you were 
kind enough to show me; yes. 

Q. I gave you the rule. 

A. Yes; Rule 28. That is all I know about it. Whether that 
rule is a proper rule or not, and somebody should know or should 
not know, whether it is a rule that ought to be carried out, or 
could be carried out, is something about which I knew nothing. I 
do not consider it my business to know. 

@. (By Alderman Fioop.) What is the rule? 

A. ‘He (i.e. the Assistant Engineer, otherwise known as the 
District Chief) shall acquaint himself with the character of the 
buildings in his district and, as far as possible, with the detail of 
their internal arrangement, noting in a book or upon a plan all 
such as are dangerous, or have steam-engines, hatchways, fire- 
escapes, etc. ; in short, acquire such knowledge of them as may be 
of value, direct or indirect, for the prevention or prompt extin- 
cuishment of fires.” 

@. Supposing this man had this information, this seems to 
point to the District Chief, the chief of that district, supposing 
he had that information, and the fire got into these buildings before 
he arrived on the ground, how could he be held responsible for 
the fire getting there? 

A. I should think your question carried its own answer; he 
couldn’t. 

@. (By Mr. O’Brien.) Do you know whether it would be 
possible, with the apparatus that was there at the time that the 
Constant building got afire, to have run a line of hose into the 
Preston and Constant buildings at the same time that a line was 
run into the Hecht building? 

A. That I cannot say. I presume Chief Abbott would be the 
only man who could answer that question intelligently. | 

@. Lask you from your own knowledge? 

A. No, I couldn’t answer that. I should leave that entirely to 
the Fire Department to answer. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) You made a special report upon the 
fire of the 28th of November, 1889, did you not, the Kingston- 
street fire? 

A. I did; yes, sir. 

@. Let me just read one paragraph here, and see if you are of 
the same opinion now as then? 

A. Yes, I know what you are going to read. 

@. ‘*I do not believe a braver or better-disciplined set of fire- 
men were ever called upon to do battle with the flames, nor could 
they have been commanded by a more clear-headed and more 
efficient general than Chief Webber.”’ 

A. IJ agree with that now. 

Q@. You still maintain that position to-day ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. (By Mr. Damretu.) If I understand you, Mr. Fire Mar- 
shal, you attended that fire ? 
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A. Well, I don’t consider that I attended it. I was there for 

a few minutes, but simply as a spectator. 

What time did you get the alarm? 

I didn’t pay any attention to the alarm at all. 

Were you there before the third alarm, as far as you know? 
No, not until after the third alarm. 

What was the condition of the Hecht building when you 
arrived on the fire ground ? 

A. Oh, it was entirely consumed ; the inside of it. 

@. The Hecht building was entirely cousumed ; now, do you 
know what the cubic contents of the Hecht building were? 

A. I haven’t the slightest idea. 

@. The testimony, then, that you collected —I suppose you 
thought from competent sources— was that the Hecht building 
within four minutes was literally consumed ? 

A. Yes, it was gone. 

Q. Literally consumed? 

A. It was destroyed. It is simply a question of what you 
mean by ‘* consumed.” 

@. The evidence was clear to you, then, that the Hecht build- 
ing was destroyed? 

A. Gone beyond help of the firemen to resuscitate it. 

@. Precisely, and the Hecht building was seven stories in height, 
including the basement, and the girders and columns were of iron. 
Now, Mr. Fire Marshal, as an expert, having been engaged in 
inquiring into the causes of fires, and to make reasonable reports 
as to their origin, etc., and their likelihood to spread, I ask you 
what would be the amount of heat necessary in your judgment, 
in the fiery furnace, to have fused or melted those iron columns 
and girders so as to have made them completely useless ? 

A. I haven’t the slightest idea. I leave that all to you, sir. 

@. You haven’t the slighest idea of that? 

A. Not at all. 

@. Then, what amount of rarefied air, in your judgment? 

A. Well, I will tell you now that I haven’t the slighest idea in 
regard to the information you are asking for, and it is no use ask-. 
ing me those questions. 

@. You don’t know anything about that? 

A. Not at all. 

@. Now, what I want to get at is just this. I am deeply and 
directly interested, because I have made the subject-matter of fires 
a study for a good many years, and I was very much surprised, in 
reading the Fire Marshal’s report, at certain statements that he 
made. ‘Therefore, I am trying to get answers to some questions 
I desire to put, in order to give me a little light, if possible, upon 
the subject-matter. 

A. I said nothing about rarefied air. 

@. Now, you are aware that a story of the Constant building 
that was burned on Summer street occupied the entire space — 
that is, the lower story —of the land, the lot here? 

A. I presume so. 
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(). And the first story was covered with Hyatt lights; what 
was the studding or the height of that story, do you know? 

A. No, sir. 

(). Have you examined the walls at all to know whether they 
were burned? 

A. Not at all, sir. 

@. Or the mortar pulverized by the intense heat? 

A. Itis of no use to go into these technical questions. You 
might as well save your questions now, before going ahead any 
farther. 

@. What I am after is in regard to the falling of this wall. 
Now, then, with the building literally consumed in four minutes 
and iron columns fusing at certainly 1,200°, destroying themselves 
at 600° Fahrenheit, wouldn’t it be the height of indiscretion and 
want of judgment for any fireman to enter the Constant building? 

A. Well, you are assuming something about heat, etc., and I 
know nothing about your premises. 

@. I ask you these questions now, as you have been six or seven 
years at the business ? 

A. Jam not a fireman; don’t know anything about that. 

@. Well, you speak about the eight-foot area here, the building 
across being unshuttered, and make certain criticisms. 

A. Well, these are questions for you and the Fire Department 
to pass upon; not for me at all. 

(). Now, isn’t it a fact that that wall, supported on beams and 
columns must have dropped within eleven minutes of the time of 
the first alarm? 

A. I don’t know anything about that, sir; not the first thing. 

@. I will ask you, then, if you thought the evidence as you had 
it before you was competent evidence for judging of the time, in 
that respect? 

A. I took it as I have stated. 

@. Now, it does seem to me, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, 
that there were those who could have given the Fire Marshal in- 
formation that would have been to the point, reliable in every par- 
ticular, and such as he could have used if he felt disposed to make ° 
a special report on this fire. I understand that there have been 
several very large fires within the last two or three years, but you 
have never felt called upon to make a special report only on this. 

A. I did it, when I thought fit to do so; when I thought it was 
proper that I should. 

@. I don’t know that I want to inquire as to the motive that 
prompted you in making a special report upon this fire. 

A. You wouldn’t get any answer if you did. 

@. No, I don’t suppose I should. Now, you made some refer- 
ence in your report to this light shaft. What do you predicate 
your judgment upon as to that? 

A. I didn’t understand that remark. 

Q. The light shaft of the Hecht building, as communicating fire 
to every other part of the building very rapidly; what did you 
predicate vour judgment upon in that matter? 

A. Well, in reference to what? I don’t know what you mean. 
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(). Asa means of communicting fire to the different parts of the 
building — the light shaft within the Hecht building ? 

A. Well, I mean to say this, that here was what was practically 
a chimney. 

(@. Yes, admitted. 

A. Of some twenty-eight feet square, we will say, and running 
up through the building. 
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A. And that up against these windows, not too close to them, 
but near to them, were piled bales of wool. 

Q. Yes. 

A. And cases of boots and shoes, ete. ; and that the flames in 
going up through this chimney broke through the windows and 
attacked the bales of goods on each floor. 

@. And spread the fire all around? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, that may be a good theory to advance, but do you call 
that good mechanics ? 

A. J don’t know anything about mechanics, sir, at all. 

Q. Isn’t it a fact that if you want to get a blast and you want 
to get rid of rarefied air, that a flue of “that kind would carry it 
away, and that a vacuum would be formed underneath, and that 
would be the very best protector you could have, a safety-valve 
being furnished by this flue, and it being the very best thing 
towards saving the building from fire. 

A. I will simply quote your candidate for president, and say 
that I am ‘‘ confronted with a condition, not a theory.” 

@. I am simply stating what results have shown to be facts, 
and am not going into theorizing at all. 

A. Well, I don’t know about that. I don’t know about the 
scientific processes, as to what happens in such a case. 

(@. That is something that a fireman generally knows. When 
he is going to enter a building he generally gets upon the roof, so 
as to cut in. 

A. Well, go on, and theorize as much as you want. 

@. No, these are not theories; they are practical facts, which 
are demonstrated every day. 

A. Well, it struck me as argument, rather than examination. 

_ Q. Well, I have asked you several questions ; but you have de- 
clined to answer each one of them. 

A. I will answer anything I am able to answer. What I have 
given is nothing but the result of the evidence I have taken. 

@. Ido not offer any excuse for the fact that shutters did not 
exist on the building ; but the point I wish to make is this, and I 
have a few figures which I think will show it, that if Captain 
Regan or Chief Webber or any other man had been foolhardy 
enough to enter the Constant building within six minutes after the 
time the alarm was sounded he would have gone there with the 
lives of the men in his hand, and in my judgment the chances are 
they would not have got out again. There was this immense heat 
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from a blast furnace, and taking into consideration all the facts 
this story carried out beyond the line of the other building with 
the Hyatt lights over it, with that wall there liable to copple at 
any moment, with the immense pressure of rarefied air, and the 
fissures are shown to-day in the wall it would be impossible for any 
man of judgment to think for a moment of attempting to do such 
a thing. I was not at that fire; Iam very sorry I was not. But 
the wall here did spring, and I have a map here that I would like 
to show to the Fire Marshal. I want to call your attention to 
these columns and to the beams. I want to show that this build- 
ing was a blast furnace, that it was practically destroyed, as you 
have said, in four minutes, that the iron columns fuse at 1,200° 
and that certainly the temperature was 800° Fahrenheit in that 
building. 

A. Well, I am not objecting to all this. 

@. Now, wouldn’t it have been extreme foolhardiness to have 
put a stream of water in there, where you refer to, from the Sum- 
mer street side? 

A. I am not saying anything about that, either. That is for 
the Fire Department to judge ; not for me. 

Mr. Damretyt. Well, Mr. Chairman, there is the condition of 
things that carried that wall over. That wall, in my judgment, 
went under in less than eleven minutes from the time the thing 
started. It must have gone. That is all I have to say. 

@. (By the Caarrman.) Mr. Fire Marshal, will you kindly 
loan to the committee, or bring them here, these statements that 
you have written out? | 

A. Do you mean my evidence? 

Qi Yes, sir: 

A. The committee are welcome to the whole of it or any por- 
tion of it that they desire. 


Statement by Grorce H. Forsytn. 


@. (By the Cuarrman.) Your full name, sir. 

A. George A. Forsyth. 

(). And your business, Mr. Forsyth? 

A. Rubber goods, belting, packing and hose — the Boston 
Belting Company. 

And what is your place of business ? 

256 Devonshire street, Boston Belting Company. 

You represent the Boston Belting Company? 

Yes, sir. 

Have you ever sold the Boston Fire Department any hose? 
Yes, sir. 

When? 

Well, we have sold them hose off and on for the last twenty- 
five years. 

Q. Has the price paid by the city of Boston or the Boston Fire 
Department to your firm been any larger than that paid by other 
cities ? 

A. No, sir. 
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@. Have the discounts given the Boston Fire Department of the 
city of Boston been the same as those given other cities? 

A. No; the discounts are a little better for the city of Boston 
than for other cities. 

@. And for what reason, sir, if any? 

A. Simply because if we sent goods to Chicago, for instance, 
we should have to pay the freight to Chicago. The city of Boston 
gets the benefit of that. 

(). Have yousold the city of Boston any hose within two years? 

A. Yes, sir. 

(). About how many thousand feet? 

A. Well, we average about 3,000 feet a year. 

@. And what is the character of the hose that you sell the city 
of Boston? 

A. Well, we sell them all the rubber hose they use, and all the 
chemical hose, all the suction hose. 

Q. Well, does the department when it purchases hose, the Fire 
Department, generally use Al hose. 

A. Yes, sir; and they are very particular to have nothing but 
the best. 

And they get it? 

And they get it. - 
Have you ever sold them any cotton hose? 

We have sold them some; yes, sir. 

Have the Fire Department ever returned. to you any hose 
which they purchased that they didn’t believe was up to the 
standard ? 

A. Occasionally they have; yes, sir, after making inspection of 
the hose. 

(@. And you have always taken it back? 

A. Yes, sir; and replaced it. 

@. Do you know who the Inspector of Hose is in the Boston 
Fire Department ? 

A. No, sir; I donot. ‘They have the hose inspected at one of 
their houses, repair shops. | 

Q. Who is the requisition signed by that comes to you for the 
purchase of hose? 

A. Chairman Fitch. 

(). Has the price fluctuated any within the last three years? 

A. Oh, yes, and the city always had the advantage of that. If 
the price was going up they were notified, and took advantage of it 
in case they wanted any hose. 

@. That is, your company notified the Fire Department if prices 
were about to advance? 

Fie 28, Sir: 

(). And whatever requisitions you have received from the Bos- 
ton Fire Department you have received without any solicitation? 

A. Yes, sir. 

(. Excepting when you have notified them that there was a 
chance for prices to go up, and if they wanted any they had better 
get it. 

A. If the price of the raw material was to advance we simply 
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notified them, and if they were in the market for any hose they 
took advantage of it. 

@. Would there be any difference in the stability of hose that 
was manufactured, say, and on sale for three months, and that 
which might be in stock for a year? 

PAS INO? SIL: 

@. None, whatever? 

A. Notif you got a good article, made of good rubber. 

@. There wouldn’t be any depreciation in stability ? 

A. No, sir; rubber hose is better three months or four months’ 
old than it would be made right up fresh. 

@. Have you ever, Mr. Forsyth, looked into the character of 
the hose that was bought by the Boston Fire Department, generally ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. What is your opinion as to the character and quality of the 
hose that the city of Boston purchases for its Fire Departm2nt? 

A. Well, I think the city of Boston gets the best hose of any 
department in the United States, because they buy nothing but 
what is the best, and are very particular to have the best. 

@. And from your own experience — and, of course, you must 
have some experience as to the prices paid not only to your own 
firm but to others — the price paid by the city of Boston is lower 
than that at which it is sold to other cities ? 

A. Yes, sir; from ten to twelve cents a foot. 

@. I suppose you always feel satisfied that whatever hose your 
company may sell to the Boston Fire Department will be tested 
before it is accepted? 

A. Yes, sir; we always give a guarantee on it, and it always 
goes through a test before it is sent to the department. 

@. And what do you guarantee to be the pressure that such 
hose will stand? 

Four hundred pounds to the square inch. 

That is your rubber hose ? 

Yes, sir. 

And your cotton hose? 

The same on the cotton hose. 

. (By Mr. Rosrinson.) Is there any firm that guarantees 
more? 

A. No. Other firms guarantee the same, four hundred ; but if 
you put the test on it some‘of the hose will burst at two hundred 
and fifty or three hundred. 

@. Have you ever sold the Russell Paper Company any hose? 

A; Yes, sir. 

(). (By the CuHatrman.) Then, Mr. Forsyth, the criticisms — 
I suppose you have heard them — the past year that the city of 
Boston did not buy the best quality hose you would say were not 
true? 

mess Bit. 

@. Did you ever sell to the city of Boston at any time since 
you have sold them hose anything which would be below Al hose? 

A. No, sir; they wouldn’t have it. 

@. (By Mr. Ropinson.) Was the quality of the hose bought 
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by the Russell Paper Company the same as that bought by the city. 
of Boston, do you remember? 

A. I cannot say now. I don’t know whether it was cotton or 
rubber. 

@. Do you know who purchased the hose for that company? 

A. Do you mean the mill at Lawrence? 

Q. I think there is one at Lawrence, and another one in the 
neighborhood of Lake Winnipesaukee. 

A. And one at Mt. Tom; one at Franklin. 

O.#.Y es; Bir 
T think that was what we call a regular mill fire hose, rubber 


ae 
5 
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For insurance purposes or actual use? 
Insurance purposes. 
. (By Mr. Davis.) You have supplied the Boston Fire De- 
tment with cotton hose ? 
Yes, sir. 
At what price, please, per pound? 
That comes by the foot. 
Well, per foot ? 
About sixty cents per foot. . 
Have you supplied, do you know, all the cotton hose they 
have purchased in the last two or three years ? 
A. No, sir. 
@. Can you tell me how many years it was since the price was 
$1.30, or about that price? 
A. No, sir. We never sold any hose to the Fire Department 
at that price, unless it was suction hose. 
@. Do you know whether you have furnished all the cotton 
hose they have used? 


par 


A. No, sir; we have not. 

@. Do you know other firms that have? 

AsV ess" sir. 

@. Do you know the firm of Callahan & Co.? 

A, Yes, sir. 

(. Do you know what prices they have? 

ieee Op NO te ae 2 

@. You don’t know whether they are more or less? 

Say oe Poy er leg 

@. Do you know what proportion of hose the Boston Fire De- 


partment have purchased of Callahan & Co.? 

A. No, sir. 

@. (By Mr. Ropinson.) Did you make the sale personally to 
the Russell Paper Company? 

A. No; the order probably came through the store. 

@. The statement was made there that they got a better price 
out of town for corporation hose? 

A. Well, the Russell Paper Company is a regular customer of 
ours. 

@. Well, the reason why I ask is that I understood a certain 
representative of the Russell Paper Company a little time ago 
had occasion to buy hose of you and found fault with the price, 
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and you told him or your representative told him that it was at 
least ten per cent. less than what you were charging towns in 
Massachusetts for the same hose? 

A. Well, perhaps the hose that we would sell to a mill would 
be different from what we would sell to a town. 

@. Well, I understand that he wanted the hose for actual fire 
purposes, and not to show the insurance men? 

A. Well, if they got the regular hose, the same as the towns 
get it, they got the same thing. It is the same thing in and out, 
all the year through, and they would get the regular discount on it. 

@. Asa matter of fact, your salesman had no right to make 
such a statement. 

Lb. NO; sir: 

@. (By the CuatrmMan.) When you say sixty cents a foot for 
cotton hose do you mean with couplings ? 

ade Y OS. Si: 

@. Do you sell to some parties without couplings? 

A. Yes sir. 

@. And the price is less? 

A. Eight cents a foot less. 

q. Now, what is the price paid by the city of Boston for rubber 
hose ? 

A, The last they bought, I think, was about ninety cents a 
foot. 

Q. That is, with couplings ? 

A. Yes, sir; that is a very heavy fire pone: 

Q. How much advance on that, on cotton and rubber hose, do 
other cities have to pay, about? 

A. Well, the prices vary from ninety cents to one dollar and 
five cents. 

Q. For rubber ? 

A: Yes, sir. 

@. And cotton would be about the same ratio? 

A. Yes, sir; from sixty to seventy-five cents. 

@. (By Mr. Rosriyson.) You manufacture the same quality of 
cotton hose that the Woven Hose Company do. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was there ever a test made of the quality of different hoses 
at Lynn within the last two or three years. 

A. Not that I know of. 

Q. Testing the bursting capacity ? 

A. Not that I know of. 

@. There has been no public test made by the Lynn Fire 
Department of hose manufactured ? 

A. Not that I know of. We haven’t entered such a test, I 
know. 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) I suppose you have been in the hose 
business for quite a number of years? 

‘As Y és, Bir. 

@. As a matter of information, what effect does it have upon 


hose that is under a high pressure of water when a team passes 
over it? 
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A. It has a tendency to make a weak point where the team 
goes over it. 

@. And it may not burst at that time; but may at a later time? 

A. It may burst later on. It may not burst at the next fire; 
but there is the weak point in that section of the hose. 

Q. My point is this: if a team passes over a hose full of water 
at high pressure it may not show just then the weak point in it; 
and the men may roll up the hose and take it back, and at another 
fire a team might go over it and burst it ? 

ie ess: Sits 

Q. (By the Caarrman.) You test all hose at your own 
factory ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And put it under the same pressure that you expect it to 
stand in actual use? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) Do you know of your own knowledge 
that such things as I have just asked about have happened? 

A. Yes, sir; there have been cases of that kind in this city, 
where they have had lines of hose in some of your narrrow streets, 
and perhaps an engine or truck, weighing four tons, would drive 
down right over that hose. What is the result? It probably may 
seem all right for the time, and it is rolled up and brought to the 
house after the fire, and when the next fire comes that weak point 
is there, and it may burst. It is no fault in the hose. 


Statement by Grorce S. WILLIs. 


(By the Coatrman.) What is your full name? 
George S. Willis. 
And you represent what firm? 
The Cornelius Callahan Company. 
And their place of business is where? 
164 High street. 
And their factory at the same place? 
Yes, sir; the same place. 
Now, Mr. Willis, have you ever sold to the city of Boston, 
for the use of the Fire Department, any hose? 
A. Yes, sir. 
@. Have you sold any within a year? 
A. Yes, sir. 
@. What is the character of the hose that you sell to the city of 
Boston? 
A. The best we make; as good as is made in the world. 
Rubber or cotton? 
Cotton. 
You sell no rubber hose? 
No, sir. 
Now, do the requisitions come to you? 
Yes, sir. 
Signed by whom? 
Chairman Fitch, 
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(). Does the chief, or do any of the district engineers, ever 
order any hose from your company ? 


A. No, sir. 
Q. It is always done by the Board of Fire Commissioners ? 
A. Always. 


@. What is the price per foot that you charge to the city of 
Boston for your cotton hose? 

A. I think our price has averaged about fifty-five cents. 

(@. How does that price compare with the prices that you sell 
to other cities ? 

A. Lower. 

Q. How much lower? 

A. ‘Ten to fifteen per cent. 

@. Have you got any records in your possession that would 
show that, or can the committee get at them in any way? 

A. The committee are at liberty to visit our office at any time, 
and examine our books, stock, material, ete. 


@. Will you invite the committee to make that examination. 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Do you sell any hose to the city of New York? 

A, Yes, sir. 

@. When have you sold any there? 

A. Last year. 

@. What is the difference in price between what the city of 


Boston has paid this year and last year, and what the city of 
New York paid last year? 


What is the difference in price there ? 
The last we sold there was two years ago — twelve thou- 
feet at fifty-nine cents. 
Was it the same grade hose you sold to the cities of 
ago and New York that you sell to the city of Boston? 
“Yes, sir. 
And, of course, that is with couplings ? 
That is without couplings. 
To what city? 
Chicago. 
At fifty-nine cents? 
Yes, sir. 
And how was it in New York? 
With couplings. 
And how is it in the city of Boston? 
With couplings. 
And that would make the price in Chicage how much more ; 
—- what do you add on for couplings? 
A. Five cents a foot. 
@. You add on five cents. 
A. Yes, sir; we make our own couplings. 


A. New York, sixty-seven cents. 

@. Higher to the city of New York? 

v7. E Yes, Sir. 

; Have you sold any to the city of Chicago? 
Men. es, sir. 

Q. 

A. 

and, 


S 
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@. That would make the price with couplings to the city of 

Chicago sixty-four cents. 

Yes, sir. 

And to the city of Boston it would be fifty-five cents ? 

Yes, sir 

And to the city of New York, sixty-seven cents. 

Yes, sir. 

With couplings? 

Yes, sir; with couplings. 

Is the hose the same size? 

Yes, sir. 

And capacity. 

And capacity. 

Now, Mr. Willis, will you tell this committee —I put this 
question, and you can answer it or not, just as you like — why is 
it you sell to the city of Boston at a lower price than you do to the 
city of New York or the city of Chicago? You needn’t answer it, 
if you don’t want to? 

A. Well, sir, I am only too glad to answer the question. Five 
or six years ago we started this manufactory here in Boston. It 
was my object to get on to the market as quickly as possible. I 
wanted Boston as much for an advertisement as [ did for the 
money I could make out of it. Boston controls the sale of 
pretty nearly all kinds of fire apparatus that are sold in New 
England — hose, engines, chemical engines, trucks, or anything 
else of that description, are governed by the purchase of the city 
of Boston ; and that was my great object in getting into Boston, and 
giving them the prices I have. Another thing is I don’t have to 
box it, I don’t have to deliver it; all which tends to make the 
price lower. 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) You mean by not having to deliver it, 
that they come to your place of business and take it? 

A. Yes, sir. Their wagon is down that way to deliver stuff, 
and they take it on the way back. 

. What pressure will your hose stand? 

A. It is made to stand five hundred pounds. 

@. To the square inch? 

baud. pall’. 

@. I will ask you the question I asked of Mr. Forsyth — 
what effect would it have on your hose to have a team pass over 
it? What immediate effect, if any? 

A, You mean under pressure? 

@. Under pressure, sir, under full pressure? 

A. Well, of course, it doesn’t do hose any good to be run over 
under full pressure. It doesn’t hurt if quite so much if it is at 
very high pressure, as it does if it is at lower pressure. 

Q. Doesn’ t it weaken it? 

_A. Yes, sir; weakens any hose to be run over. 

@. Isn’tit a fact that it will not show just then, but some time 
later? 

A. That is true. 

@. That is to say, after the fire at which it is run over the hose 
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would be rolled up and put away, and the next time it might show 
a weakness in that place? 

Asse eSeal¥. 

@. Isn’t that the cause of a great many hose bursting at fires? 

A. Well, that and the kinking of hose, which is a very serious 
cause of the bursting of hose. A hoseman cannot lay out a line 
of hose perfectly straight in getting to a fire. He hasn’t the time 
to do that. He has got to get in there quick, and for instance, if 
he has to run around an obstruction, we will say like these two 
table legs, he cannot help getting a kink in the hose, and as the 
engine is working under full pressure it makes a strain at these 
points ; a sort of back pressure. 

@. (By Mr. Ropryson.) Did you enter that test in Lynn two 
or three years ago? 

A, Yes, sir; [suppose we entered the test. [was not there 
and didn’t see the test, but I know we sold the hose. 

@. You sell corporations outside of towns and cities ? 

A. Yes, sit. 


@. You manufacture all your hose? 

A.. Yes, sir. 

@. Never bought any from the Woven Hose Company and sold 
it? 

A. No, sir. 

@. The gentleman who gave his name to the company is no 


longer connected with it? 

A. Cornelius Callahan? no, sir. | 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) What effect would it have on this hose 
such as the Fire department have to-day, if one of the large horses 
used by the Fire Department, shod very heavily, should step upon 
the hose? ‘That is, what effect would the calk of the shoe have? 

A. I have seen a great many pieces cut right through the hose. 

@. (By Mr. Ropiyson.) How was it you managed to get a 
better price out of the city of New York than the city of Chicago? 

A. Well, I don’t know as that is fair. New York is under in- 
vestigation. 

@. I didn’t know but there might be some difference of freights 
there, something of the sort? 

A. There is a difference of freights. 

@. And you said you were willing to tell why gave the city of 
Boston preference? 

A. I had just as lief tell, Mr. Councilman: it costs something 
to go to New York. You have been there, perhaps. 

Q. (By Mr. Barry.) In other words, you have to solicit trade 
in New York personally, and in the city of Boston orders are sent 
you for goods? 

Yes, sir; it costs you five dollars to go to New York, and 
when you are there vou have to pay five dollars a day for a room. 

@. (By Mr. Rosrnson.) But it costs you more to go to 
Chicago? 

A. Well, there is a little advertisement in getting into Chicago. 
Chicago controls the West. I have a store in Chicago, too, and 
want to get my store running in good shape. 
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@. How much floor space do you occupy at 164 High street. 

A. I think about 24,000 square feet. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) Have you ever been connected with a 
Fire Department, Mr. Willis ? 

Yes, sir. 

Where? 

Pittsfield. 

In what capacity? 

Chief Engineer. 

How long? 

Ten years. 

You go to about all the conventions and musters there are 
around ? 

A. There don’t many of them skip me. 

@. Does your concern own any patents on cotton hose? 

A. Yes, sir; that is, on the machinery that makes it. 

@. Did you ever pay any commissions to any person for the 
purchase of hose from your company ? 

No, sir. 

Were you ever asked ? 

No, sir. 

You knew Chief Webber? 

Very well. 

How long have you known him? 

. I have known him ever since two or three years before he 
was chief. 

(). Let me ask you what is vour opinion of him as a fireman? 
A. There is none better. 

(). That seems to be the universal opinion ? 

A. Among all firemen I have ever seen. 

Q. (By Mr. Barry.) Mr. Willis, you are ready to say to this 
co nmittee that the hose your house sells to the Fire Department of 
the city of Boston, the Fire Department of Boston buys cheaper 
than any other city in the United States? - 

FAY ee sash 

@. And they get all the discounts that go with it? 

wie ea. sit. 

(). That is to say, the city of Boston gets all the discounts? 

A. Yes, sir: ’ 

@. (By the CHarrmMan ) You say you went into business here 
how many years ago? 

A. Six years ago the twelfth day of last December. 

@. And at that time what was the city of Boston paying for 
hose? 

A. I think it was paying 81 cents net at that time; 90, 10 off. 

Q. With or without couplings? 

A. With couplings. 

(). Did you sell any hose to them at that time? 
A 
@ 
A 
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No, sir. 
What price did you sell in order to get in? 
- I won’t be sure, but I think the first bid was sixty cents a 
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@. And the price has varied from sixty cents a foot down to 
fifty-five ? 

A. Down to fifty. 

@. You have sold it to the city as low as fifty? 

Ate Yes Sir. 

@. When was that? 

A. I think a year after we started, when the fight took place 
between the American Fire Hose Company and the Callahan Com- 
pany, when they undertook to drive us out. 

. Where was the American Fire Hose Company located ? 

A. At Chelsea. 

@. You test all your own hose at your factory? 

A. Every foot, sir; we will show it to you if you come there. 

Have you ever had any hose returned to you by the Fire 
Department of the city? 

A, Yes; sir. 

Q). What reason was assigned for its return? 

A. Because it burst. There was undoubtedly a defect in man- 
ufacture and it broke, and we made it good. 

(By Mr. Barry.) You mean that it burst under the test of 
the Fire Commissioners at their house, before they used it? 

A. No, sir; at the fire. 

@. (By the CHarrman.) That is, new hose you had sold to 
the department, if it burst at a fire, you replaced ? 

A. Yes, sir; that is, it was hose that had only been in the 
hands of the department two or three months, and had only been 
used once or twice, and I was satisfied, and Mr. Callahan, who at 
that time had charge of the making of the hose, was satisfied that 
it was the fault of the hose, and we replaced it. 

@. About how many feet was that? 

A. Oh, I don’t know. There have been probably thirty or 
forty lengths at different times. We never quibbled on any such 
thing as that. If the department thinks it the manufacturer’s 
fault, it is not for our interest to do it any way, and we always 
replace it. 

@. You never received any order direct from Mr. Webber for 
any hose? 

A. I never talked hose with him. 

@. Have you ever talked with the commissioners in relation to 
the price on hose? 

A Yes, sir; I think one time when the price of rubber lining 
was going up, two or three years ago, I told them rubber lining 
was going up, and that it would send up the price of hose four or 
five cents a foot, and if they were going to buy I would give them 
the advantage of it. I believe they got the consent of the Mayor 
and bought the hose. 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) Mr. Webber’s son is in your employ, is 
he not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. How long has he been employed there? 

A. Ever since we started the factory, pretty nearly, as a 
boy. 
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@. The boy, I suppose, made personal application for his situ- 
ation ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. You took him on trial? 

A. We took him as a boy to learn the trade. 

@. Brought him up with the house? 

iATE-Y GS.eHir: 

He went there for small wages? Have you any objection 
to stating what he went to work for? 

A. Four dollars a week. 

@. As a boy in the concern? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And worked his way up? 

A. Yes, sir. He never has had anything to do with the sale of 
the hose to Boston or other large cities. 

@. I suppose if Mr. Webber’s boy wouldn’t do the work you 
would not keep him around there? 

A. If he didn’t earn his money he couldn’t stay there. 

@. (By the CuHairman.) You, Mr. Willis, I suppose, have 
read some of the criticisms which have appeared in the press, in 
relation to your connection or your firm’s connection with the Fire 
Department, as to selling them an inferior quality of hose? 

A. Yes, sir; I am going to make some of them settle. 

@. Have you ever sold the city of Boston an inferior quality of 
hose, to your knowledge? 

AL aNO? BIT: 

@. And you want to reiterate that whenever the commissioners 
or the chief of the department has reported — I suppose through 
the commissioners — that hose which you had sold them and which 
had only been used once or twice at a fire, had burst, and they 
claimed that it was the fault of construction, the manufactory 
would replace it by new hose, without any cost to the city? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And that is your rule? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And that rule was agreed to between your firm and the 
Board of Fire Commissioners ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And that was the understanding upon which you made your 
sales? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Would it be agreeable to your firm, if we notified you about 
six or eight hours ahead, to go down to your factory some day? 

A. Yes, sir; you needn’t give us any notice. Come any time 
when you get ready. 

The Cuatrman. — Is there any other gentlemen who desires to 
testify under this order, who can give any knowledge or informa- 
tion as to the causes of the recent fires in Boston, as to how the 
money appropriated for the Fire Department is expended, or as to 
the discipline? (No response.) 


The hearing was adjourned at 10.10 P.M. to Friday, March 3, 
at 2 P.M. 
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EXHIBIT A. 


Boston, January 26, 1893. 
Hon. Naruan Matuews, Jr., Mayor: 


Dear Sir: The attention of this Board has been called to the fact that 
the Board of Underwriters has petitioned your Honor to appoint a commis- 
sion to investigate the organization and methods of this department. 

No action should be more welcome to the Fire Commissioners than this, 
assuming, as they do, that the investigation is to be conducted by those who 
have no business association or close affiliations of any kind with either the 
underwriters or the Fire Department. 

They were waiting for those who have expressed dissatisfaction to take the 
initiative. Hadthis not been done the commissioners themselves would have 
asked for an investigation. 

They now respectfully join their petition with those you have already re- 
ceived, and beg that the examination shall be sothorough as to leave no doubt 
in the minds of the public as to where blame rests, if anywhere. 


Respectfully submitted for the Board, 
(Signed) Rospert G. Fircu, Chairman. 


The Mayor has also received the following : 


ReaL Estate EXCHANGE AND AucTION Boarp, 
7 ExcHance Prace, Boston, January 25, 1893. 


WHEREAS property holders are greatly disturbed by the recurrence of de- 
structive fires in this city 

Resolved, That the interests of such holders require the utmost efficiency 
in the conduct of the Fire Department. 

Resolved, That the treasurer be invited, with such members of the Exchange 
as he may choose, to associate with him, to present these resolutions to his 
Honor the Mayor for his consideration. 


(Signed) Moses WitiAMs, 
ALEXANDER S. PoRTER, 
JoHN Mason Littiez, 
FREDERICK C. BowpiTcH, 
FreprricK H. Vriaux, 
Executive Committee. 


EXHIBIT B. 


The following letter was sent to Mayor Matthews : 


Boston, January 24, 1893. 
To His Honor Natuan Marruews, Jr., Mayor of Boston: 


The undersigned, merchants, real-estate owners and taxpayers of the city 
of Boston, respectfully represent to your Honor that public confidence in the 
efficiency of the Fire Department of this city has been greatly impaired by 
the events that have occurred during the last few months. 

An apprehension of possible loss exists which constitutes a serious impedi- 
ment to business. 

We realize that a large amount of money is annually spent for the support 
and improvement of the Fire Department, but it seems to the undersigned 
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that the city is not obtaining the results which should follow this generous 
contribution on the part of the taxpayers. 

We earnestly ask you to take the matter in hand, for the purpose of seeing 
whether in some way better results than are now realized cannot be obtained. 


JoRDAN, Marsa, & Co., SHEPARD, NorRWELL & Co., 
C. F. Hovey & Co., Marcu Brotuers & PIERCE, 
Rice, Hutcuines Co., OLIVER AMES, 

by W. B. Rice, President, C. U. Corrine, 
A. SHuman & Co., Cuarues F. ADAms, 
J. Q. Apams, Francis I. Amory, 
RicHARD OLNEY, Nasu, SPAULDING, & Co., 
JosHuA LOVETT, JosHua M. Spars, 


FREDERICK L. AMEs. 


EHHIBIT C. 


To His Honor Natruan Matruews, JR., Mayor of Boston: 


Sir: The undersigned fire underwriters of Boston, respectfully represent 
that, in their opinion, the administration of the Fire Department of this city 
needs to be greatly improved, in order to check the needless destruction of 
property, due to its present inability to promptly and effectually distinguish 
fires that occur within our municipal limits. 

The expense of -maintaining the Fire Department, due to the large 
number of fire engines, the large force of men, and the abundant water- 
supply, is greater per capita than in any other city of the United States, and 
probaby in the world. 

But, in spite of this liberal expenditure, and the possession of presumably 
adequate material facilities, the fire losses in this city are disproportionately 
large; the average amount of loss per fire is greater than in other cities, thus 
making it necessary either to bring about some reform in the executive 
management of the department, or for the fire underwriters to increase the 
rates now charged for the indemnity against loss which they have to offer. 

Your petitioners would regret to take the latter step, because an increase 
in rates of premium would imply an added expense to business of all kinds, 
and in this respect would place Boston at a disadvantage in its mercantile 
and manufacturing competition, with the other large cities of the country. 

The fear of the inability of our Fire Department to prevent serious fires, 
is already having its effect upon the fire insurance companies, to the detri- 
ment of the merchants of this city. 

The former consider it necessary to reduce the amount of their possible 
liability, and in hundreds of instances, the latter cannot obtain the insurance 
protection they need for the safe conduct of their business. 

The distrust is widespread, and is interfering with proper development of 
our business enterprises. 

Your petitioners believe that it is a reflection upon the municipal adminis- 
tration of this city that, after annually granting such large amounts of money 
to the requirements of defence against fire, such unsatisfactory results are 
obtained. 

While it is true that our streets are narrow, and many of our buildings are 
large and high, these conditions do not differ from those to be found in other 
cities which have not been subjected to experiences as unfortunate as those 
of Boston. 

Your petitioners would not presume to direct the method of reform, but 
would suggest that, in order to bring the matter into clear light, so as to de- 
termine the course which should be adopted, it might be advisable to ap- 
point a commission of responsible, intelligent citizens, having either a 
personal knowledge of or interest in the subject, to make an investigation 
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into the workings of our Fire Department, and if need be, into those of other 
places, for the purpose of arriving at the reason for the existing defects, and 
the means by which they can best be remedied. 


Hots & Wise, 

B. B. WHItTTEMORE, 
Scutt & FIEe.Lp, 
Butitarp & DAVENPORT, 
JoHN C. Parcs, 

Guitp & EASTMAN, 

W. G. REED & SmirTH, 
BLakE & TAYLOR, 
FREEMAN & VINTON, 

N. Foster, JR., 

H. S. WHEELOCK, 
North AMERICAN Ins. Co., 
PaTRIDGE & MacuLuar, 
AMERICAN Ins. Co., 
RosBert A. Bort, 

P. E. Eppy & Son, 
Crrus Brewer & Co., 


J. W. Porter & Co., 
O’Brion & RUSSELL, . 
Wittiam H. Norris & Son, 
Hovey & FENNo, 

Francis H. Srevens, 
GoopMAN, Jacoss, & CaTR, 
CHARLES H. Porter, 
Boytston Ins. Co., 

G. O. CARPENTER & Son, 
Wititiam H. BREewsteER, JR., 
JAMES BRUERTON, 

J. J. E. Roruery, 

JORDAN, Lovett & Co., 
MercanTILE & Marine Ins. Co., 
CHARLES W. HoLpen, 
STEARNS BRos., 

SamMuEL W. Brown, 


Us. YE.cSAWYER, JES 


Dana W. Bennett & Co., 
REED & BROTHER, 


EvuLison, CooLipGe & Co. 
GEORGE C. STEARNS. 


SECOND HEARING. 


Fripay, March 3, 1893. 


The hearing was resumed at 2 P.M. Present, all the members 
of the Committee, Chairman LEE presiding. 
Chairman Lee read the following communications : 


Boston, March 8, 1893. 
J. L. Hituarp, Esq., Clerk of Committees : 


Dear Sire: Your invitation of March 1 to be present at a hearing this 
P.M. duly received. In reply would say, other engagements will prevent 
my being present. 


Yours very truly, 
JOHN SHEPARD. 


Boston PROTECTIVE DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT, 
No. 5 Hamitton StrReEeEt, Boston, March 2, 1893. 


‘‘James L. Hivtarp, Esq., Clerk of Committees, City of Boston : 


Dear Sir: The request to meet the Committee of the Honorable City 
Council, on the management of the Fire Department, was received. I have 
the pleasure of informing the Committee that I have not personally, or as 
Superintendent of the Boston Protective Department, asked for or signed any 
petition for an investigation of the subject for which the Committee was ap- 
pointed, and therefore decline to meet the said Committee. 


Respectfully, 


SAMUEL ABBOTT, JR. 
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The Cuarrman. — The Chair desires to have it go on record, 
for himself and the Committee, that we are investigating the Fire 
Department. Where Mr. Abbott gets his information is more 
than the Chair at this time is able to state; and I will direct the 
clerk again to notify Mr. Abbott to appear before this Committee 
at its next meeting. As I understand the law, all members of 
the Protective Department have to meet, in their action, with the 
approval of the Board of Fire Commissioners, under the statute 
law, being in one sense part and parcel of the government. If 
there is any information we may want to get from Mr. Abbott, I 
think he is duly bound to appear here. Mr. Shepard is one of the 
signers of the petition, and this is the second time he has, in re- 
sponse to our invitation, refused to appear and give any testimony 
whatever. 

Is there any person present representing the firm of Hollis & 
Wise? (No response.) 

Is there any one present representing B. B. Whittemore? (No 
response. ) 
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Reed ids Brother ac sce ee oes eh bee (Present. ) 


Statement by Grorce W. ReEeEp. 


Mr. George W. Reed came forward, and Chairman Lee said: 

Mr. Reed, you are one of the signers of these petitions? 

Mr. Rerep. —I don’t think so. I don’t think our firm signed. 

The Cuairman. —I find here, addressed to His Honor, Nathan 
Matthews, Jr., a petition signed by Reed & Brother. 

Mr. Reep. — May I look at it? 

The CHarrMan. — Yes, sir; there is a copy of the petition, and 
we can obtain the original, if necessary. 

Mr. Rreep. — (Examining paper.) At the time, probably, that 
this was circulated, 1 had three partners, and since that, on the 
first day of March, one partner has retired from the firm. I - 
asked the present partners if they had signed such a petition, and 
they said ‘‘ no,” each one. I told them I had not signed it, and it 
seems that neither of the present partners had signed it, didn’t 
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know anything about signing a petition to you, for this purpose, 
and I came up to see what it meant. If you have our signature 
to the document, then you have our firm, of course; I will ad- 
mit that, but I wish to make that explanation at this point. 

The Cuarrman. — This petition is headed: ‘* To His Honor, 
Nathan Matthews, Jr., Mayor of Boston: Sir, the undersigned 
fire underwriters of Boston respectfully represent that in their 
opinion the administration of the Fire Department of this city 
needs to be greatly improved in order to check the needless de- 
struction of property.” 

Mr. Reep. — If I could make a little explanation, I would like 
to do so at this stage. Perhaps it might bear upon this. About 
that time there was another petition circulating among the under- 
writers and business people, and about all the citizens of Boston, 
without regard perhaps to any particular occupation or trade, for 
the Mayor to appoint a commission to do certain things which 
were set forth in that petition. It was quite broad, and would 
take in a great many things which the public seemed to think 
ought to be taken into consideration by such a commission, if 
appointed. That we did sign, because there were some elements 
in that that we wished to say something to the Commissioners and 
others about; in fact, there are several things that we would like 
to say something about on that petition. That petition we signed, 
and as yet I don’t think that we have had a hearing, although 
they may have, and probably will have, many before they get 
through with it. But this matter comes to me very suddenly. I 
knew nothing about it until we received notice that we had 
signed such a petition as this one. Now, in my opinion, the 
whole thing should be considered by the Commission that has been 
appointed by the Mayor, and to pick out a single thing like this, 
upon a particular point, it strikes me would be unwise, perhaps, 
and unfair. 

The Cuarrman. — Pardon me for interrupting you, sir, but you 
say ‘‘ a particular point.”” Why do you make that statement? 

Mr. Reep. — This is wholly in relation to the Fire Department. 

The Cuarrman. — Not at all, sir. It is an inquiry as to the 
recent fires in Boston. It is not an investigation of the Fire De- 
partment, because we as trustees of the people here, and of the 
corporation of the city of Boston, do not believe there is any 
need — and I think [ voice the sentiment of the majority of both 
branches of the City Council — to investigate our Fire Department. 
But if you gentlemen who have signed these petitions can show 
us where there is anything that is needed to improve the Fire De- 
partment of Boston, or if you people want to come up here and 
tell us that the overhead wires are a menace to property, in con- 
nection with fires, we are willing to listen to you and adopt some 
resolution or resolve having in view a petition to the Legislature 
to get the power requisite to carry out what may be desired 
and necessary. We are here, sir, to take into consideration 
anything you may say in regard to this whole subject — not 
for anything specific at all. We believe that, as trustees of this 
corporation and as representing the people of Boston, we are the 
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proper tribunal to find out what the trouble is, and not a commis- 
sion. We also believe, notwithstanding the editorials written in 
some of the papers, that this Committee is not here as a mere 
matter of form. We want to get at the facts, and propose to get 
at them, if we can; and when the Commission report, sir, let me 
say to you as an underwriter, they must come to the City Govern- 
ment with their reeommendations, and it is here that they must 
get redress, if anywhere. We believe also — and I think I voice 
the sentiment of the Committee — that while the Mayor has a 
right himself, as the chief executive officer of Boston, to make 
these investigations himself personally, we question whether he 
has a right to go outside the City Council of Boston and appoint 
any commission; and if he has appointed a commission, we also 
believe it should be sent to the Board of Aldermen for confirma- 
tion, the same as other appointments. I say that in justice to the 
Committee of which I am chairman. 

Mr. Rerep. — Exactly. I did not before understand it as I do 
now, and I think it is perfectly proper that petitioners should 
come, as you state, before this Committee. But as we all under- 
stand that this matter is going before another commission by and 
by, I don’t know whether that will have any effect upon appear- 
ances here or not. I suppose, as far as we are concerned, we 
have nothing to say especially against the Fire Department. I 
think a great deal has been said about it that is wrong. 

The CHatrrmMan. — As I stated earlier, we believe there is noth- 
ing the Fire Department has done that will require an investiga- 
tion. We believe it is efficient; but if there is any remedy that 
can be applied and can be brought to our attention, we will so 
report, and I have no doubt the three gentlemen composing the 
Board of Fire Commissioners will try to do that which will best 
protect the rights and property of the citizens of Boston. 

Mr. Reep. —I think so, too. There are worse things than the 
Fire Department to be considered, I think. 

The Cuatrman. —I think so, too—TI agree with you. Now, 
Mr. Reed, let me ask your full name and your place of business. 

Mr. Reep. — George W. Reed, of the firm of Reed & Brother, 
No. 50 Kilby street. Now, Mr. Chairman, if you will allow me 
to refer to this notice which has been addressed to the petitioners, 
— and it will appear whether or not we have signed the petition, 
I suppose, later on, — it asks that we be present at a hearing in 
the Aldermen’s room, where defects in the working of the Fire 
Department are to be considered. Now, I think as far as our Fire 
Department is concerned, as far as our Commissioners are con- 
cerned, we have got good ones, and as for our Chief, perhaps we 
can get a better, but we can get a good deal worse chief. 

The Cuairman. — What did I understand you to say in relation 
to the Chief of the Fire Department. | 

Mr. Reep.— In relation to the Commissioners, I think we have 
good ones, and that we may get worse chiefs than our Chief — 
worse ones than Chief Webber. 

The CuatrrmMan.— I agree with you on that score. I don’t know 
but we might have improved on the Commission that has been ap- 
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pointed, if it is to get at the facts in relation to fighting fires. I 
haven’t any doubt in my own mind that I could pick out three men 
who might possibly give a great deal more practical results in an 
investigation of this kind. 

Mr. Reep.— Something may come out of this which will be of 
benefit to the Fire Department, but there are other things which 
are very bad that ought to be remedied by the City of Boston. 

The Cuairman.— Kindly state to the Committee what they are, 
sir. 

Mr. Reep.— I think one of them is these wires that prevent the 
Fire Department doing what they want to do and should do. If 
a building is surrounded by wires they are handicapped from get- 
ting ata fire. They cannot get their apparatus to work, and if 
they do not do that people will come in with a great howl and cry 
about it, and make a great fuss, because the City of Boston have 
allowed this thing to exist, and then blame the Fire Department 
for it. I think it is all wrong. ‘Take your wires off the buildings, 
and the Fire Department will do much better than it has ever been 
able to do since they have been put up. 

The CHatrman. — You think it would be a good thing for the 
underwriters to make an appeal in that direction to the General 
Court, having a general law passed so that the City Council might 
have some power to make all these companies that have overhead 
wires put them underground? 

Mr. Reep. — That is where they belong. In other cities they 
are underground, and there is no reason why they cannot be in 
Boston. ; 

The CHatrmMan. — Do you think the underwriters of Boston 
would sign such a petition? 

Mr. Rreepv. — I will not speak of that, but I simply speak of 
what a menace these wires are, how they interfere with the work- 
ings of the Fire Department. 

The Cuarman. — Are you in favor of getting all the overhead 
wires underground ? 


Mr. Reep. — Yes, as soon as you can get them there. 
The Cuarrman. — You say that as an underwriter? 
Mr. Reep. —I say that as an underwriter. It is hurting us 


all the time, and the Boston Fire Department would do much 
more if it wasn’t for that trouble. The city allows it to exist, and 
the Fire Department are not to blame for it, in my opinion. 

The Cuarrman. — Is there anything else you can suggest? 

Mr. Reep. — Not now. I didn’t come thinking I was going to 
say anything, because I didn’t think our name was on the paper. 
I think itis there by mistake, because none of our present partners 
are aware of signing such a paper. I shouldn’t have signed it, 
and if it had not gone out that we had signed it I shouldn’t be 
here to-day. 

The Cuarrman. — Well, we are more than pleased to have you 
come. 

Mr. Reep. — I think there are other evils, that there are other 
things to be considered besides the Fire Department. 

@. (By Alderman Froop.) Mr. Reed, I would like to ask you 


50 APPENDIX. 


a few questions. You have been an underwriter how long in 
Boston ? 

A. This present month makes forty-five years. 

@. During that time, of course, you have to a certain extent 
studied the efficiency of the Fire Department of this city and, the 
fire department of other cities ? 

A. No, sir; not in the broad sense in which you put that fques- 
tion. Ihave looked with a great deal of interest to our own Fire 
Department. When I have been in other cities I have noticed 
what was being done there. When I am in Philadelphia 
and other places I notice how they are handling things in con- 
nection with the department there as well as I can. But here is 
my home, here is where I have lived, I have seen more or less of 
our Fire Department for a long period of time, and I feel proud of 
the Boston Fire Department. 

Q. You admit that? 

A. J admit that, myself, personally. I will not speak for my 
firm. I mean that I feel as a whole, taking it right through year 
in and year out, that while there may be some defects I feel 
proud of the Boston Fire Department. I want the Fire Depart- 
ment to have a chance, and not to be tied up and to be fenced all 
around so that they cannot get at fires. I see that my name is 
here and that therefore I was properly notified to have our firm 
represented. But it is a little remarkable that there isn’t one of 
the present firm who knows anything about that paper. 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) I would like to ask you a question, Mr. 
Reed. What would you think of the City Government making a 
proper appropriation, sufficient to carry out a scheme whereby the 
Fire Commissioners might have diagrams and plans of all the 
buildings within the old territory of the city of Boston, so that 
in case of fire those plans or charts might be taken to the fire, to 
be used at the fire, occupying for the purpose some store or 
some place close by which would be ample for the purpose, so 
as to assist the Fire Department in being able to map out the 
ground so that they would know in each building the location of 
walls and staircases and anything that might be within the walls? 
What would you have to say to that proposition? 

A. I should think that would be an improvement. 

@. You think it would be wise for the City Government to 
make an appropriation to carry that out? 

A. Ido. I should not want to go to such an expense in that 
direction that you would have to have a wagon to carry the plans, 
but would have it so that they would be in a roll which could be car- 
ried in the hand of a man who could follow the engineers or the 
Chief, and they could immediately, instantly, look at this one or 
that one, wherever the fire would happen to be. 

@. (By the CuarrmMan.) How would that apply to the Hecht 
Building, in the case of the recent fire there, as a means of as- 
sistance to the Fire Department? What good would it be in that 
case ? 

A. Well, I guess you will have to get back to the city of Boston 
about that. When the city of Boston allows wires — 
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@. Well, I am talking about the plans. What good would a 
plan be there at the time that the Fire Department arrived at the 
Hecht Building ? 

A. Well, it would enable them to have a better knowledge of 
the surrounding property. If they couldn’t put out the fire where 
it started, they could prevent it spreading. And that is where we 
lost very heavily. That fire got away from the Fire Department. 

@. You believe in having a separate plan for each of the 
buildings ? 

A. Oh, no—I mean these large buildings. 

Q@. Now, Mr. Reed, have you any idea of the number of teams, 
of the number of men, that would be required to cart those 
around ? 

A. Well, I say I would not carry the thing out so far but what 
one person could take the chart in his arms and go right along to 
the Chief and show it to him. It could all be done easily and 
quietly. 

@. How long would it take before they could find out on the 
plans on file in which building the fire was, and get out that plan 
and go there with it? 

A. Well, the building on fire perhaps couldn’t be benefited so 
much, but it would prevent the spread of fires, the large confla- 
erations. ‘That is what I mean. . There are some buildings where 
there are fires that you cannot put out. The Fire Department 
cannot doit; they are unable to cope with them. The building must 
burn down. ‘Therefore, I think that to protect other property this 
would be of much benefit. I think it would. 

@. You think, Mr. Reed, that the introduction of electricity as 
a lighting factor and motive power has increased the hazard 
of the risks in Boston of late years? 

A. Well, that is a thing we are all in doubt about. We are 
feeling our way along, and it will be some time before we can tell 
you. We are getting Josses every day and it is troubling us; 
but to say how far it can go depends a good deal on the work, 
and how it is done. © 

@. Well, the objection is not only that overhead wires may 
cause fires, but you have stated that they are in the way. Your 
statement depends upon the fact that they are in the way? 

A. They prevent the Fire Department from doing what we 
want them todo. Thatis it. The city wants the Fire Depart- 
ment to put out the fires, and then goes to work and allows some- 
thing to be put up —I want this to be plain, so that the rest will 
be clear; they go and allow something to be put up that prevents 
them from being able to do their work as well as they otherwise 
could, and then they blame the Chief, or somebody or other, be- 
cause somebody has got to be blamed when anything happens. 
They might as well put it on the Chief of the Fire Department as 
somebody else. I say the largest responsibility comes on the city 
of Boston, for allowing such things to exist; and if you don’t take 
them off now, we shall suffer more. Take them off right away, 
or as soon as possible. Get them off as other cities have done, 
and you will suffer less. 
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(). Have you received a notice, or has your firm received a 
notice, from the Legislature, that they are now having a_ hearing 
there upon the putting of wires underground? 

A. I don’t know. I would be glad to have the Legislature 
pass such a law. 

@. Well, there is a hearing there now before a committee 
there. 

A. I dare say. 

@. Mr. Osborn Howes, Jr.,— is he one of the Board of 
Underwriters ? 

(Ate NO Sits 

@. Does he hold any position under the Board of Under- 
writers ¢ 

A. Yes, sir. 

(@. What is his position? 

A. Secretary of the Board. 

@. And he, as secretary, never has notified you, as one of the 
underwriters of Boston, that there was a legislative committee in 
session at the State House to take into consideration the putting 
of wires underground ? 

A. Not that Iam aware of, not that I can recall. I wouldn’t 
say for certain, but I am not aware of anything of the kind at this 
moment. 

@. If you will pardon me a moment, I will read this communi- 
cation which was sent to one of the members of our Committee, 
Mr. Davis: 


Boston BoAarD OF FIRE UNDERWRITERS, 
No. 55 Kirtsy Street, Room 68, Boston, March 1, 1893. 


Wm. A. Davis, Esa., 17-17 Eliot street: 


Dear Srr: Certain disastrous experiences during the last few weeks 
make it necessary for the Boston Board of Fire Underwriters to call your 
attention to the fact that the presence of numerous electrical wires in close 
vicinity to the walls of your building would make it exceedingly difficult, in the 
event of a fire occurring within it, for the Fire Department to do effective 
service. Itis possible to have this serious defect remedied by having said 
wires carried under ground, and there is at the present time before the Leg- 
islature a measure having that end in view. 


Now, what I ask is, have you, as one of the underwriters of 
Boston, ever received from the Secretary of the Board of Under- 
writers, or has your firm ever received, a communication to appear 
before the Legislative Committee in regard to ‘* a measure having 
that end in view” — the placing of wires underground? 

A. I cannot recall the fact, but I don’t say that it has not hap- 
pened. I cannot recall the fact. 

(). Have the underwriters increased the rates of premiums in 
any sections of the city within the past sixty days? 

A. They have. 

(). And that is in the business district? 

A. In the business district. 

(). Have you made that, as has been done in the past, a hori- 
zontal increase, or have you singled out some certain district? 
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A. No, not that way ; singled out some particular kinds of busi- 
ness that were written too low, that ought to be higher rated. 
Merchants generally are not affected by that, but a few in certain 
trades. 

@. (By Alderman FLoop.) Will you enumerate the trades that 
were raised the extra per cent. ? 

A. The business? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. Yes, I think I can give some of them. 

@. Well, as far as you can. 

A. I should think storage of cotton and hemp, jute, sisal-grass 
— that class of property called fibrous stores — were increased on 
account of the risk inherent in themselves. It was not on ac- 
count of electric wires or anything else of that kind. ‘The rate 
was thought to be altogether too low, and was raised on that 
kind of property wherever it is in the city of Boston. It doesn’t 
affect what we call this large central business part of the city 
here, the stores, because the places where these things are stored 
are around the wharves more particularly, and so on. 

@. (By Mr. Ropinson.) Did you place insurance in any of 
the buildings burned by the recent fires? 

A. We had arisk there; yes, sir. 

@. There were no automatic sprinklers or automatic alarms in 
the Hecht Building? 

A. Iam not clear as to that, but I think not. 

@. You make some reduction in the rates in such an event? 

A. Yes, sir; but I think there were none there. 

@. Well, Mr. Reed, wouldn’t you regard it as almost criminal 
to allow an Italian to ripen bananas with an oil stove in such a 
valuable building ? 

A. Yes, sir; I think the occupation of that building, as it 
changed from year to year, was such that, in my opinion, it be- 
came very dangerous. That is my opinion. It ought to have 
been occupied as a place for wool, leather, shoes, for the storage 
of what it was intended for when it was built. On account of 
the way in which the lower part of the building was occupied, the 
risk was increased very much indeed. Of course, the rates were 
higber on that account, but not as high as they should have been 
for that occupancy. But we generally get around to that in our 
Board, after a while, you know. We learn wisdom as we go 
along, and such risks will have to be rated higher by and by. 

@. Is there any other suggestion, other than you have already 
stated in relation to the wires, that you would wish to offer to the 
Committee? 

A. I think the wires are the worst thing. I would not have 
anything to say about the Fire Department — the wires are the 
worst thing that there is, and if they were taken off the Fire De- 
partment would be helped immensely. 

@. Then you have nothing to say about the workings or efficiency 
of the present Fire Department? 

A. No, sir. 
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~@. And you have great faith in the efficiency and ability of the 
present Chief of the Fire Department? 

A. I never saw him at any fire or any place where I have seen 
him, but what he was doing everything he possibly could do in 
the performance of his duty. Ispeak for myself — I cannot speak 
for the Board, you know. You understand me, I am not here for 
the Board, but am here individually, unexpectedly, and suddenly. 
I tell you, however, how I feel towards the Chief, the Commis- 
sioners, and others. As I said before, I feel proud of our Fire 
Department. 

@. You believe the trolleys of the West End Road should be 
taken down at once? 

A. Well, I don’t care whose they are; anybody’s I have said, 
and I don’t say whose they are. 

(. You believe as an underwriter that they all should go under- 
ground ? 

A. Yes, sir; in all conscience. The sooner you get them down 
the better. I take the ground that the City of Boston cannot do 
anything better for the interest of its citizens and merchants than 
to take hold of the thing now and put the wires underground as 
soon as possible when the spring opens. 

The CuatrmMan.—I trust that the underwriters may look their 
Secretary up in regard to the hearings before the Legislature upon 
this subject, and that they may all go up there. 

@. (By Alderman Wirr.) Don’t you think, Mr. Reed, that 
the wires are not only a hindrance to the Fire Department on the 
poles in front of the buildings, but that they are also a hindrance 
when cut down, on account of the danger? 

A. A very great hindrance; yes, sir. 

@. They must keep out of the way of them? 

A. Perhaps they cannot, and perhaps if they get in the way of 
them they will be killed. 

@. You and I would not go where they do? 

A. No, I often thought of that when these December fires were 
in progress. 

@. They go where we would not go? 

A. Yes, they do—they go where we would not go, and they 
are liable to be killed in a moment. ‘The position of the people of 
Boston in such a case as that seems to be, ‘* You must put out 
the fire if it takes your own life.” I don’t believe in any such 
doctrine as that. 
~ @. And the fact is that they are a hindrance even with the 
wires cut? 

A. Yes, sir; it is then about as bad as with them up, on 
account of the element of danger. If they don’t have them up, 
then they don’t need to cut them. I am going to take it for 
oranted that everything is all right in relation to my coming here. 
I was in doubt whether I ought to come, but I have no doubt now 
whatever. Now, there is this about it: where are the men that 
have signed this petition all the way through the list that you 
read? Where are they? I didn’t suppose I was on that petition. 
I shouldn’t have signed it and shouldn’t have been here and said a 
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word to you if it had not so appeared ; but all of those that did 
sign it and did want it, where are they ? 

The CHatrman.—I cannot tell you. I cannot answer that 
question. 

Mr. Reep. — Well, I was hoping that you wouldn’t strike our 
names, because I didn’t think that we were properly on there. I 
didn’t know how it was that our name appeared, except as I have 
told you. 

The Cuarrman. — Well, I am glad that you came because you 
have given us information in regard to the matter. 

Mr. Reep. — Well, I want to do good to the city of Boston. 
I am proud of this city and proud of our Fire Department. Of 
course, I will not tell them that they are perfect, because that 
might make them think that the department could not be bettered. 
The department is going to be improved in time, wonderfully. 

@. (By Mr. Davis.) You have been to Chicago, have you? 

A. Never. 

@. Do you understand that all the electric wires are under- 
ground there? 

A. I couldn’t say for certain as to that, but there are so many 
places where they have them underground and won’t allow them 
to be anywhere else that I am shocked that Boston should allow 
this present state of affairs to exist for twenty-four hours. 

(). Well, I happen to visit Chicago twice a year and know that 
they are underground. 

A. I am glad of it, but why cannot the city of Boston do it 
also? Are we powerless in the matter ? 

@. We can tell later. 

A. Are we powerless, Mr. Chairman? 

The CHairmMan. — Until we get legislation in the matter, later, 
and I suppose the underwriters will look after that and do all 
they can to favor it. The city will help them all it can. 


Statement of Osporn Howes, JR. 


Chairman Lee asked if Osborn Howes, Jr., was present, and 
Mr. Howes came forward. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) Your full name, sir? 

A. Osborn Howes, Jr. 

@. I suppose you know what this inquiry is as to the recent 
fires in Boston? 
I have some idea. 
Have you any interest in any of the agencies in Boston? 
None whatever. 
Are you secretary of any corporation or company in Bos- 


Oho 


ton. 
Secretary of the Boston Board of Fire Underwriters. 
As secretary of that Board, Mr. Osborn Howes, can you 
tell this Committee what is the total amount of insurance on the 
mercantile property in Boston? 

A. That is very hard to tell, unless you will define what mer- 
cantile property is. 
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@. Well, when you are insuring, what do you insure as mercan- 
tile property, when you make your schedule? What do you eall 
mercantile property ? 

A. Well, anything that appertains, possibly, to business. Mer- 
cantile might not cover ‘* manufacturing,” ete. 

@. Well, that is, exclusive of dwelling-houses — when I say 
that, I don’t mean dwelling-houses. 

A. Well, the amount of property at risk in Boston, apart from 
divellins housed: their contents, barns, and things of that kind, is 
about $280,000, 000. 

Q. That is in the city of Boston? 

A. The city of Boston. 

@. And about what is it in dwelling-house property ? 

A. I should say somewhere in the neighborhood of $50,000,000 
or $60,000,000. 

@. If Iam in error I trust you may correct me — is there any 
insurance known as insurance on rentals ? 

A, Yes. 

@. And what does that amount to? 

A. Well, a very small percentage. ‘There is leasehold interest 
and things of that kind, which altogether probably would not 
amount to more than a million or two million dollars. 

@. About a million? 

A. About that. It is hard to say, as there is no classification 
kept of it. 

(). Is there any insurance, I will ask, on profits? 

A. Yes. 

Q. About what does that amount to? 

A. Something the same — no, not as much; I should say half 
as much as the other. 

@. About a million more? 

A. Well, perhaps. 

@. And what is the aggregate amount of insurance of all kinds, 
outside, of course, of life insurance, in Boston? 

A. Well, the amount at risk? 

Q. Yes, the amount. 

A. Well, in the neighborhood, probably, of $340,000,000 or 
$350,000,000 — $340,000,000, perhaps. 

@. What are the maximum and minimum per cents. charged 
on mercantile property : ? 

A. The minimum would be about one-third of one per Cent., 
the maximum would be about twelve per cent. 

@. That would be on mereantile property ? 

A. That is on mercantile property. 

@. And on dwelling houses? 

A. The minimum charged there would be — well, half of one 
per cent. for five years; that is, one-tenth of one per cent. a year ; 
and the maximum is very difficult to say, because that is charged 
where there is some extraordinary exposure — frame dwelling 
houses, we will say, next door to or directly against a planing-mill 
would be worth pretty nearly as much as the planing-mill, 

@. And planing-mills ? 
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A. Oh, they run anywhere from 5 to 12 per cent. 

@. What on rents? 

A. Rents are ordinarily charged about the same rate as the 
building — that is, the same rate as the building, in fact, whatever 
that may be. 

@. The same rates, minimum and maximum, as are charged on 
the building ? 

A. Well, whatever would be charged on the building would be 
charged on them. 

@. And profits the same? 

A. Yes, sir; the same there, tco. 

@. Now, Mr. Howes, within the last half-dozen years, what 
horizontal advancements have been made on the insurance rates in 
Boston? 

A. Well, there have been two changes in the last half-dozen 
vears. Five years ago the rates on buildings were reduced 15 per 
cent. horizontally, and on contents 10 per cent. A year ago last 
January the rates upon the buildings were advanced 10 per cent. 
and on the contents 20 per cent. 

@. Has there been any advance in rates during this year? 

A. None, except on fibre storage. The rates on cotton and 
hemp and jute in Boston were very much lower than in any other 
city in the country, and there was a great deal of difficulty expe- 
rienced in getting insurance at the rates that were charged here, 
and so the rates on those were put up to correspond a little more 
nearly with those elsewhere. 

@. Then there has been an advance? 

A. On fibre storage, so called — vegetable fibre. 

@. That has taken place since the recent fires? 

A. No; that took place before the recent fires. That took 
place on January 1. I think the recent fires were a little after 
that. 

@. Has the Board of Underwriters had a meeting within the 
past sixty days where a committee of that Board have had a sched- 
ule before them to advance certain rates? 

CASINO; ‘AIT. 

@. There has heen no committee? 

A. No committee — that is, there are regular committees, and 
they meet two or three times a week. 

@. Is there a rating committee? 

HS, ORs Sir. 

Q. Has that rating committee had any matter before it within 
the past thirty days ‘contemplating the raising of rates in certain 
buildings within the business district of Boston? 

A. No, except on the possibility of increasing the rates on cer- 
tain buildings that were rendered somewhat dangerous, as they 
thought, by wires — electric overhead wires. 

@. Then there has been a meeting of that committee? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And that order has not been promulgated yet, has it? 

A. Nothing done. 

Q. But the committee have decided to do it? 
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A. Have decided that it was expedient to do it unless some 
other change could be made. 

(). And up to the present time they intend to do it? 

A. Unless the wires are changed in a reasonable time. 

(). And if the overhead wires remain that rate of premium — 

A. Would go into effect upon those particular buildings. 

@. And what i is the advance recommended by your rating com- 
mittee? 

A. Not to exceed fifty cents, its application depending upon 
conditions. 

@. And that applies to the business district of Boston here? 

A. Yes; entirely to the business district. 

@. It does not apply, no matter what the number of wires may 
be, to any of the outlying districts ? 

A. Not at all. 

@. Then they are not so dangerous in the outlying districts -as 
they are here in the business portion ? 

A. Not so dangerous, because the buildings are ordinarily low, 
and the wires are frequently — when there are wires — high over 
the buildings. 

Q. Have you any idea when this rate will go into effect? 

A. I have not the slightest. 

@. Has not the introduction of electricity as a lighting factor 
and motive power increased the hazard of fire risks in Boston? 

A. Somewhat, probably. 

Q@. Well, how much? You say somewhat. 

A. Well, just as the introduction of friction matches increased 
it, and just as the introduction of kerosene oil, and the introduc- 
tion of steam-heating in pipes increased it. Almost every modern 
invention adds somewhat to the fire risk. 

@. Well, which one of them the most, of those you have enu- 
merated ? 

A. Well, I don’t think one much more than another. Possibly 
the matches rather more than the steam-pipes. 

@. How do you arrive at that per cent. ? 

A. Oh, simply by running through the causes of fire losses in 
this and other places. 

(). And how do you account — where you find that there were 
one hundred fires, say, during the month of February, and you 
may account for the cause of sixty of them and forty of them 
are given as ‘‘ cause unknown,” where do you apply that? 

A. Well, it is very difficult to apply that. It would be mani- 
festly unfair to apply it to electricity, because there were quite 
that number of unknown fires before electricity was introduced. 
Then your percentage is made up — 

On known quantities rather than unknown. 

That is, on the reports of what the causes really were? 
Yes, sir. 

And the other forty you lay to one side? 

That is it. 

And await results ? 

Await results. 
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@. But you believe that the wires that are overhead are a 
menace to property and to the best workings of the firemen? 

A. Oh, I think that they are in certain cases. We attempted 
to apply, and did apply successfully, an heroic treatment some 
years ago in Friend street. The Western Union Company ran 
almost all its northern wires through Friend street, which, as you 
know, is rather a narrow street, and put up high poles on the line 
of the street. They had received permission from the Board of 
Aldermen to put their poles there, and they went to work and did 
so. Ithink at that time we raised the rates on all the buildings 
on that side where the wires were strung. Then the owners and 
occupants of the buildings came before the Board of Aldermen 
and got the permission granted to the Western Union Company 
rescinded, and the Western Union Company buried its wires. 

@. Has the Board of Underwriters of the City of Boston made 
any request to the City Government of the City of Boston, or the 
Board of Aldermen of the City of Boston, having the rights in the 
matter, I suppose, under the charter, within the past three years, 
to revoke any grants of pole locations for the stretching of wires? 

A. Not that Iam aware of. 

(. They have never entered any protest against poles going up 
before? : 

A. Oh, there has been a general protest, that is all. 

D., Where and to whom: 2 

A. Oh, whenever we have ie an opportunity we have ex- 
expressed it individually. 

(). Expressed it where, at banquets? 

A. Yes, sir, possibly. 

@. Well, Mr. Howes, don’t you believe it would have been the 
proper course for the Board of Underwriters to pursue, if they felt 
then, or have felt within the past three years as they have felt 
within the past sixty days, to have petitioned the Board of Alder- 
men and have asked for some relief ? 

A. Well, it is questionable, Mr. Chairman, just how far that 
course should be followed. It is open to doubt how far the un- 
derwriters are fo be parental protectors to the community. It is 
their business largely to take the risks as they find them, and, if 
the risks are bad, charge for them. 

@. And increase the rates? 

A. And increase the rates. In other words, the underwriters 
do not elect you and your colleagues on the Board of Aldermen ; it 
is the duty of the people at large; and if the people at large are 
willing to have you vote to put poles in the streets at large, well 
and good ; let them pay for it. 

Q. acre a large proportion of the underwriters of Boston are 
residents of Boston and its suburbs? 

A. I should say about one-half. 

@. Then they do take part in the election of the trustees of the 
corporation ? 

A. Oh, yes, they do as individuals, no doubt. 

@. And as individuals, if they believed that their clients were 
being injured by anything that the Board of Aldermen might do 
as a whole, or the majority of them — 
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A. They might vote against the men that they thought were 
injuring them. 

(). Rather than come here and enter their protest? 

A. Well, it is very rarely the case that any knowledge is ob- 
tained, except after the thing is done. We have no particular 
means of knowing just when a committee of the Board of Aldermen 
grant certain rights. The first thing really we know much about 
it is when the poles have been put up. ‘There was a case, for 
instance, on Atlantic avenue, where I knew nothing about it until 
after it had been done. 

@. You know that an order of notice is issued and a day set 
for a hearing, and that the companies must advertise in one, two, 
or three daily papers of Boston fourteen days at least before the 
day of the hearing? 

A. Notifying interested parties, I suppose. 

@. I mean notifying the public by an advertisement in the 
daily papers. 

A. Well, it has probably escaped my observation, then. 

(). And the underwriters have never asked the Board of Alder- 
men that they might be notified when poles were being erected in 
the business district, or any part of Boston? 

A. I don’t think so. 

@. And the underwriters do not believe it is a part of their 
business to protect the interests of the people as far as property is 
concerned ? ; 

A. Toa certain extent they do. It is a sort of open question 
just how far they should go in that matter. They do to quite a 
large extent do it every day in practice, but they don’t consider 
that that is an essential part of their business. 

@. Wouldn’t it be an essential part of their business if there 
was a line of poles with fifty or seventy-five wires going down 
through a street, to protest here to the Board of Aldermen rather 
than to allow the wires to go up, in order that they might increase 
their rates upon their clients? 

A. Well, they have taken every means to protest in one case, 
as I have told you, by the means they have adopted, and, as I have 
told you, in the case where the general question has come up they 
have appeared before the Committee of the Legislature and urged 
that the wires should be placed underground, doing what they 
could in the matter. 

@. Well, when, Mr. Howes? 

A. Since these hearings have been commenced at the State 
House, the present year. 

(). Have all the underwriters of Boston been notified of those 
hearings by you, as secretary ? 

A. No, I don’t want to notify all of them. MHalf-a-dozen are 
as good as fifty. 

Q. I don’t know about that. 

A. We have thought so. 

@. We sometimes up here don’t think so, you know. So there 
is where the underwriters and the Board of Aldermen differ, 
You haye notified some six Underwriters to appear ? 
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A. Oh, they have been up there. ‘There was a representation 
of the underwriters, a Committee of the Underwriters, up there. 
I have reason to believe that they made a very good impression. 

@. And you think they will get a bill? 

A. I think it not unlikely, if public opinion is back of them 
sufficiently strong. 

@. What is the method of inspection on the part of insurance 
companies, Mr. Howe? 

A. We have a Board of Inspectors. The central part of the 
city is divided into districts, and each district is classified, ac- 
cording to the nature of the buildings, in three, sometimes four, 
classes. Some of these are visited and inspected once in one or 
two months, some in three or four months, and some in six or 
eight months, depending upon the hazard. 


@. How many districts do I understand there are? 

A. The lower part of the city is divided into six districts. 

@. The lower part? 

A. Yes; that is, below Beach street. 

@. And is any other part of the city cut up into districts? 

A. Not into districts. Then there are isolated manufacturing 


establishments, for instance in Charlestown, East Boston, or 
West Roxbury, that are examined from time to time, particularly 
if they are sprinkle risks — where they have automatic sprinklers. 
Those we endeavor to look at once a month. 

). Now, I suppose you have some knowledge of the capacity 
of the men employed inspecting the buildings in which you insure? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Well, what do you say as regards their capacity ? 

A. Well, I should say it was tolerably good, I should say it 
was very good — not, possibly, as good as we might employ if we 
had the funds of the city to back us, but then as good as we can 
afford. 

@. Well, what do you mean by ‘ the funds of the city”? 

A. Oh, what I mean is, that we are limited in our resources 
very greatly. 

@. Well, I suppose you know that the city is limited in its re- 
sources, too, somewhat, under the nine-dollar tax limit. 

A. Somewhat. 

@. You can increase and the city cannot, unless by legislation ; 
therefore the city is in a worse position than the underwriters, so 
far as getting means, is it not? 

A. In one respect, yes; but they start in with a larger amount, 
that is all. 

@. Well, I suppose that is true in some respects — and you 
believe the capacity of the men employed is good? 

A. I think it is very good. I think our inspectors are very 
good inspectors. 

Q. You might get better, though, if you paid higher salaries? 

A. Qh, very likely. 

@. Do you have those men make any study of the wiring for 
electric light and power in a building? 

i; Well, that is a distinct service. We have electrical inspec- 
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tors for that— we have three electrical inspectors who examine 
into the new installations that are put in. 

(). And also, I suppose, inspectors for all kinds of appliances 
that may be put in, steam, etc.? 

A. Well, the general inspectors take up that work, so far as 
steam appliances are concerned ; but electricity is a service by it- 
self, and it needs experts, really, in order to pass upon the question 
of whetber good work or bad work is done. 

@. And your general inspectors look at hoists and all that sort 
of thing? 

A. Yes, sir; elevator-ways, ash receptacles, and matters of that 
kind. 

@. Now, Mr. Howes, have you any suggestions you would like 
to offer to the Committee to prevent the recurrence of fires in 
Boston, similar to those recent fires which we have had? 

A. Well, what do you mean by suggestions to prevent the 
recurrence of fires? If you mean whether I have any suggestions 
to offer as to any remedies that might be applied, I shall try to 
answer it. 

@. That is what we desire. Have you any suggestions to offer 
as to any remedies that might be applied by the City Council, or 
even by the Fire Department, making it a broad question, and you 
can answer it in your own way? 

A. I should say that there were a number of remedies that 
were possible. ‘The fires in Boston that occasion large losses are 
very few. Probably the number of fires where the loss exceeds 
$5,000 is not over four per cent. of the entire number of fires. 
That is to say, ninety-six per cent. of the fires that occur are fires 
that amount to very little. It is the four per cent. of the fires that 
tell. We will assume that out of nine hundred fires or eight hun- 
dred fires a year, some three fires a month, possibly, are fires that 
may entail a large loss. In that same way I should say that four 
per cent. of all the fires may be said to cause nearly seventy-five 
per cent. of the annual loss. The difficulty in meeting fires, of 
course, of that kind, or the possible remedies that might be applied 
to meeting fires of that kind, are several. One is to prevent fires 
as far as possible, and that is tolerably well secured by the ordi- 
nances of the city as they stand, although they are not entirely en- 
forced, and the other— 

Now, right there — by what department? 

Well, I should say largely the Fire Department. 

Under the ordinances ? 

Yes, sir. 

Now, will you kindly state what ordinance you refer to? 

If you will be so good as to give me a copy of the ordi- 
nances. (A copy of the Revised Ordinances of 1892 was handed 
to Mr. Howes.) These are the ordinances as revised last year, 
are they not? 

Q. Yes, sir; these are the latest ones in force, those of 1892. 

A. Well, the ones I had particular reference to are those that 
preceded these. ‘There were one or two points I had in mind. 

@. You see that the government has improved some? 
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A. No, I should say that in this case it had gone backward, 
decidedly. Haven’t you a copy of the old Revised Ordinances, so 
that I can state what I have to say, comparing them with these? 

@. Well, these are practically the ordinances that have been in 
force, you know, for three years, since 1890. 

A. Well, I was thinking particularly of some ordinances that 
Messrs. Whitmore and Putnam compiled. 

Q. Of 1885? 

A. Yes, sir; before these were in existence. 

@. I know; but they have no effect, no weight now. What 
department did you refer to? 

A. I referred particularly to the Fire Department, so far as 
the prevention of fires was concerned. 

@. The Fire Department— Chapter 14, page 34, you will find 
contains the provisions in relation to the Fire Department. 

A, Well, I would like to see the other provisions I have re- 
ferred to. 

(. I will have a copy here shortly. 

A. Very well. I can tell, perhaps, in regard to the part which 
I had reference to, which is this: In the first place, in one of the 
sections of the previous ordinance, provision was made that a 
patrol system should be established by the Fire Department, and 
that the patrol so established should work in conjunction with the 
Inspection of Buildings Department. Now, the great trouble in 
regard to the prevention of fires in the city of Boston is not that 
we have not good laws, but that there is exceeding difficulty in en- 
forcing them. ‘The Inspector of Buildings has a certain number 
of inspectors in his department — say twenty-three or twenty- 
four; Mr. Damrell will correct me if I have given the wrong 
number, but I should say there were twenty-four. 

@. Itis something very near that. 

A. A great part of their time is occupied in looking at new con- 
struction, and there is a sub-division of the work. Certain ones of 
the twenty-four have to look after special parts of construction, 
such as plumbing and matters of that kind. Now, a great many 
defects occur in new construction, or possibly in repairs, that are 
in violation of the building laws, but the Inspection of Buildings De- 
partment knows very little about it. The inspectors are not a suffi- 
ciently large body of men to send out and examine the ground 
from day to day, and find out what has been done and what has 
not been done. Now, one part particularly, as I have assumed, 
of the old ordinances of the city was so framed as to allow the 
patrol of the Fire Department to assist as far as might be the in- 
spectors of buildings in their work. ‘This ordinance of the Fire 
Department says: 


The duty of extinguishing fires and of protectirfg life and property in 
case of fire, within the city, shall be entrusted to the said Board. They shall 
divide the city into fire districts; shall organize companies and battalions to 
work the apparatus for the extinguishing of fires; and shall establish a fire 
patrol by detail from the permanent force of the departnent, which patrol 
shall render such services in connection with the police department and with 
the department for the inspection of buildings as the said Board may direct. 
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There is an opportunity in there, or has been an opportunity, at 
least, for a very large amount of preventive work to be done. I 
think Captain Damrell will tell you that if he could have notifica- 
tion sent to him of defects that any man who had had a little 
experience could instantly find out, if he could have notification of 
those defects sent him it would greatly facilitate him in the proper 
execution of his work. Now, there is one matter of prevention. 
There is still another, which is this: In these ordinances there is 
the following : 


The Chief Engineer and Assistant Engineers of the Fire Department shall, 
under the direction of said Board, examine all places where shavings or 
other combustible materials are collected or deposited, and shall report to 
said Board from time to time the condition in this respect of the district to 
which they are respectively assigned; and, when said Board shall deem that 
said materials so collected or deposited are liable to cause fires, they shall 
order the tenant or occupant of the place where they are deposited to 
remove them; and if such tenant or occupant neglects or refuses to comply 
with such order, the said Board shall cause such materials to be removed at 
his expense. Whoever neglects or refuses to remove such materials, or 
obstructs the said Board of said engineers in the discharge of the duties 
hereby imposed upon them, shall be liable to a penalty of not less than five 
nor more than fifty dollars. 


There, again, is a provision which, under the ordinances as 
they stood, and as I supposed they stood to-day, gave to the 
Fire Department a very large scope of power as a preventive 
organization. 

@. Now, Mr. Howes, I suppose you are aware that in 1885 
we had an amendment of the City Charter which took from the 
Board of Aldermen and the Common Council or any member or 
any committee thereof the right to exercise any executive powers 
in the making of contracts, the employment of labor, or the care 
and custody of public buildings? 

A. Iam very well aware of it. 

@. Then that ordinance could have no effect. That is now 
entrusted to the Mayor, as the chief executive officer, and these 
later ordinances were passed under the new City Charter. 

A. Well, these that I speak of, I believe, were the Revised 
Ordinances under the new City Charter. They were revised by 
Mr. Wm. H. Whitmore and Mr. Henry W. Putnam, in order to 
bring the ordinances of the city into conformity with the new 
charter. 
~ @. Now, will you kindly turn to the Ordinances of 1892, and 
read Section 5 of Chapter 14, relating to the Fire Department. 

A. ‘* Said Board shall cause all places where shavings, or 
other combustible materials, or explosive compounds, or detona- 
tors, or other articles, goods, or merchandise liable to cause fire, 
are placed or kept,-to be examined, and when said Board deems 
that said materials or other articles, goods, or merchandise are so 
placed or kept as to be liable to cause fire, it shall order the 
tenant or occupant of the place where they are so placed or kept 
to remove them, and if such tenant or occupant neglects or 
refuses so to do, said Board shall cause the same to be removed 
at his expense.” 
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@. Well, then, that is covered in the Ordinances of 1892? 

A. In part. 

(). Now, have you any knowledge or information in your pos- 
session which would lead you to believe that that ordinance has 
not been carried out ? 

A. I should say it had not, most certainly. 

@. Well, from your own personal knowledge? 

A. From the reports that I receive from day to day from my 
inspectors who have to do just this same work. 

@. Do you know that the Board of Fire Commissioners have 
not one fire in their office reports similar to those which you re- 
ceive ? 

A. Well, they may, reports may be filed there, but the work of 
executing them is not carried out, because we have to bring about 
that result by imposing additional charges upon the persons, upon 
the property, that is exposed to these dangers, and that ordinarily 
after some time accomplishes the desired result. But I may state 
that we have only some six or seven inspectors, while the Fire De- 
partment has a very large number of men who might be sent out 
upon patrol. 

(. Have you ever reported to the Board of Fire Commissioners 
or made any complaint to His Honor the Mayor, in relation to 
that section or that part of the ordinance not being carried out? 
No, sir. 

Have the Board of Underwriters ever made any ? 

The Board of Underwriters never have made any. 

Nor you, as secretary? 

I haven’t, as secretary. 

And can you state any reason why it has not been reported ? 
Oh, well, I have got tired of that sort of thing. 

Have you ever made any complaint to the Board of Fire 
Commissioners ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. In relation to that ordinance? 

A. No, sir; not in relation to that ordinance. 

@. In relation to the violation of any part of that ordinance? 

A. Oh, no; I thought the Fire Department needed stimulating 
from time to time, that is all. 

(). Through the press? 

A. Possibly so. 

@. Not by any written communications to the Board of Com- 
missioners ? 

A. Oh, I have had interviews in times past with the members 
of the Board. 

@. How recently, Mr. Howes? 

A. Well, I should say most of them two or three years ago. 

‘@. None since? 

A. I don’t think so. I haven’t; I don’t know whether the 
others have or not. 

@. Well, has there been any cause for any since? 

A. Well, I didn’t see that there was any particular object to be 
gained. 
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(). Have any of your suggestions that you offered to the Board 
of Fire Commissioners ever been carried into effect? 
» A. I should say they had. 

@. Last year? —do you say last year? 

A. I should say they had. 

@. Will you enumerate what the requests were that you made 
that were carried into effect ? 

A. Personally, I should say that certain suggestions I made 
about increasing the size of the engines, that is, the capacity, their 
water capacity, the amount of water they can throw in a minute, 
had been carried out. J am inclined to believe that the sugges- 
tions I made several years ago in relation to a better system of 
fire alarms is in a way to be carried out. It is being delayed 
somewhat, but still I think they are getting round to it. 

@. What do you attribute that delay to? 

A. I don’t know, I am sure. 

@. Was it on the part of the Board of Fire Commissioners, or 
on the part of the City Council in not providing the means? 

A. No, I don’t think it was on the part of the City Council. 
The City Council dealt very liberally with the Fire Department 
two or three years ago—I should say it was in the December 
following the November fire, the Thanksgiving-day fire. 

Q. That was in 1889? 

A. In 1889, yes. The City Council, perhaps more from the 
urgency of the underwriters than from any other cause — because 
we had to do a great deal of urging at that time — appropriated 
more than half a million dollars — $700,000, I think it was, at that 
time. ‘They took the money that was intended for the building of 
new school-houses and appropriated it to increasing the strength 
of the Fire Department. We thought the City Council did about all 
~ it could be expected to do in the way of providing money, and we 
never have had any reason to change our opinion in that respect. 

Q. Well, the City Council has refused to appropriate money 
for the erection of a new building for fire-alarm purposes, hasn’t 
it? 

A. I think there has been some question about the fire-alarm 
building, yes. ; 

@. Well, the delay was caused because the City Government 
didn’t make the appropriation for that one specific branch of the 
department, was it not? 

A. I don’t know, I am sure. The difficulty, I suppose, came 
from the fact that there has been rather a poor system of fire 
alarms in Boston, anyway. 

@. I think the Committee and I think the Fire Commissioners 
will partly agree with you there. Now, is there any other section 
of the ordinances other than what you have stated, Mr. Howes, 
that has not been carried out? 

A. Well, what I think is that the ordinance I have referred to, 
providing for codperative action with the Inspection of Buildings 
Department, was one ordinance in the old ordinances that seemed 
to me vitally important. As I have said, I was not aware that 
that had been changed, and it was certainly a great oversight on 
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the part of those who had charge of the Fire Department to per- 
mit such a valuable adjunct in the prevention of fires to go by 
default. 

@. Have you any other recommendations or suggestions you 
would make now by the way of improvement? 

A. Well, I don’t know that I have any special recommenda- 
tions; that is, J have no peculiar notion of how a fire should be 
handled or how a fire should be put out. I don’t know much more 
about it than a good many others do; but I think there is a 
broad, general fact that is to be borne in mind, that the City — 
Council of Boston is appropriating for the Fire Department of 
Boston more than is being appropriated in any other city in the 
world, in proportion to its size, and, certainly, taking the city 
of Baltimore, | should say that our expenses per capita were 
about three times what they were there. ‘They are certainly 
very much larger —I should say double as much per capita — 
than the city of Chicago, and considerably larger than the city of 
New York on the per capita basis. I am not taking into con- 
sideration any European basis, because in European cities neces- 
sarily the conditions vary. I don’t think the buildings in these 
other cities I have referred to are better, as a rule, than our build- 
ings here. Iam certain that in Chicago they allow an ordinary 
mercantile building to be put up 100 feet in height, while ours 
are restricted to 70 feet, and have never been above 80 feet. 
Throughout the mercantile part of the city you will find buildings 
not over 70 and usually about 60 feet in height. ‘The interior 
construction is not particularly good in many cases, because they 
are built under the old building laws; but still they are just as 
good as buildings are in New York, just as good as buildings are 
in Chicago, and certainly, I should say, with the exception of the 
matter of height and partly in area, as good as those in Balti- 
more. We should therefore, on general principles, expect when 
we pay more for the service to get the service better done, and it 
is my impression that it is not as well done. Now, why it isn’t as 
well done is a very difficult thing tosay. Largely, in my opinion, 
it is a question of discipline; and if we have not the discipline en- 
forced here that Chief Sweeney would enforce in Chicago, for ex- 
ample, or even such discipline as they havein New York,—and New 
York is not equal to Chicago, — we cannot expect the results. When 
you come to the question of discipline it is one of those evanescent 
things that you cannot lay your hands on entirely. We know, for 
example, that eight or ten years ago, say ten years ago, the militia 
of the State of Massachusetts was in a pretty poor condition, on 
account of the want of discipline, and within the last ten years 
there has been a decided improvement, so that the United States 
army officers who come here once a year and make inspections, 
all say, have all stated, I think, that our militia system is perhaps 
as good as any State in the United States. It is simply that the 
discipline has been brought up. Now, I should say on general 
principles that a regiment at the present time would do very much 
more effective service when called upon to perform service, when 
it was well disciplined, that one in a half or semi-disciplined con- 
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dition. And that is precisely the case in the Fire Department. 
That there is a want of harmonious action, apparently. 

@. Well, now, what would you apply to remedy the discipline, 
what would you suggest? 

A. Well, my suggestion would be to have the department 
placed under the control of a man who would correspond in ex- 
ecutive ability, perhaps, to what Mr. Carter is at the head of the 
Street Department. 

@. Well, you find a good deal of criticism made about him at 
times, don’t you? 

A. I admit that, but still you would not go back to the old 
state of affairs, any reasonable person would not. 

@. Well, hasn’t the present Superintendent of Streets and 
Sewers got more money at his command than any other head of a 
department ever had? 

A. Mr. Chairman, I think that the Fire Department of Boston 
has all the money at its command that it ought to have, that it has 
all the engines, all the water supply, and all the men that are re- 
quired for efficient protection to the city of Boston. To spend 
more money would be simply to throw money away. If a man 
like Chief Sweeney of Chicago could come on here, he could put 
this department in a condition where it could do wonderfully effi- 
cient service. 

@. Do you believe the water supply at the North End sufficient 
for the extinguishment of fires at the present time? 

A. I don’t know. You may find one or two streets where the 
pipes are smaller than they ought to be, but take the city as a 
whole and it is as well supplied with water as any city you can 
find. 

@. You have been in Chicago, 1 suppose, and have seen the 
Fire Department there? 

A. Yes, sir; I have been through it. ' 

@. Were you at the last National Convention held there? 

A. No, I was not. 

@. Have you ever, during your tour through Chicago, seen any 
firemen upon the highways drunk? 

A. No, sir; I have never seen them drunk. 

@. You never ran across a case of that kind? 

A. I might state, however, as one illustration in regard to 
Chicago, now that you ask that question, that I remember, when in 
Chicago some time ago, taking lunch, Mr. Chairman, at a place 
you are probably acquainted with, the Iroquois Club, with the 
Chief of the Chicago Fire Department; and when certain beverages 
were produced in bottles, I noticed that he didn’t take any. Isaid, 
‘¢ Chief, you don’t indulge at all?’? He said, ** No, I never know 
when I am going to be called upon to use my head, and I want my 
head always clear.” 

@. Well, cannot that be said of our present Chief? 

A. I don’t know anything about it. 

@. You have never been to any clubs with him? 

A. I have never dined at any club with him, either the Iroquois 
or any other. 
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@. With the present Chief of the Boston Fire Department? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Well, it wouldn’t surprise you if some gentleman took the 
stand here and told you that he is a man who doesn’t indulge? 

A. Well, Iam saying nothing about him. You simply asked 
me if I saw any firemen drunk in Chicago, and I said merely that 
I had had that experience with Chief Sweeney in regard to drink- 
ing. 

@. Well, we were on the question of discipline, and I supposed 
you were leading up in that way to show that there was a differ- 
ence between Boston and Chicago in that respect. 

A. I was doing nothing but answering your question. 

@. Is there anything else you would suggest so far as disci- 
pline is concerned -— or what would you suggest, in the way of 
any one specific thing, that might be a remedy? 

A. Oh, I don’t think there are any specific things. 

@. Do you believe that the firemen of Boston are physically 
able to eope with fires? 

A. I think we have got as good material and physical facilities 
-— that is with the apparatus, and I have no reason to doubt we 
have with the men — as any city ; but the difficulty is that they are 
not properly handled and properly used. That is my impression, 
that there is a want of team play between them. It is all the 
difference that there is, as you know, between base-ball or foot- 
ball teams. If they work together as one man they accomplish a 
great deal, and if they follow different directions they do not 
do it. 

Q@. Well, foot ball and base ball are sometimes considered games 
of chance. 

A. Not greatly, not always. 

@. Do you believe that the present Chief of the Boston Fire 
Department is an efficient officer ? 

A. I don’t know anything about him. I should say he was not 
a very strict disciplinarian. 

@. You say he is a strict disciplinarian ? 

A. I should say not. 

@. What leads you to suppose that, Mr. Howes? 

A. Well, the apparent confusion which takes place when a fire 
occurs, that is all. There seems to be a lack of distinct ideas as 
to just what each man is to do and the place assigned him, and 
the various characteristics that mark the approaching of the work 
as if you had planned beforehand: just what you were going to do, 
and had the matter all laid out in your head. 

@. Well, is that a possible thing to do— to plan a thing out? 

AA Y es} sir: 

@. You believe that? 

‘Ay Yes, sir. 

Q. That is in what way ? 

A. I believe, for instance, that every district engineer should 
be thoroughly acquainted, through his captains and himself, with 
every building in his district, so that he would know the interior 
of it just as well as you know the inside of City Hall. 
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Q. Well, I don’t know about that. 

A. Well, vou don’t have to go through it a hundred times 
You can get acquainted with it in two or three times just as well 
— that when a fire came he would be the directing force — that is, 
the guiding agency, we will say, as the chief, because he would 
have thorough acquaintance not only with all the parts of the 
building, but with all its surroundings. 

@. You were in the city government at the time the Board of 
Fire Commissioners was established in the city of Boston ? 

A. No, sir; afterwards. 

@. Well, you favored the establishment of a Board of Fire 
Commissioners at that time? 

gs eVese sit: 

@. And you favor it now? 

A. Oh, yes. 

(. You are in favor of retaining the Board of Fire Commis- 
sioners ? 

A. Well, I would say that I don’t know that three commis- 
sioners are necessary. I should say that possibly one would do 
as well as three. I think three is rather a fifth and sixth wheel. 

@. And you have arrived at that conclusion, I suppose, since 
you left the city government, that one man would be better than 
three? . 

A. Notentirely. I think after about the third year I came to 
the conclusion that one might do as well as three. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Howes, can you tell the Committee what 
the fire losses in Baltimore are compared with the losses in Boston ? 

A. I think they are more fluctuating in Baltimore than they are 
here. The fire department in Baltimore is by n0 means a model 
department, and at times they have had quite severe losses. I 
don’t know just what the average is, but I should say the average 
there was lower through a series of years than it is in Boston; 
that there might, however, be years in which they would have per- 
haps as large losses as we have had here. 

(). How is the city of Chicago, compared with Boston? 

A. In the city of Chicago the losses are, proportionate to the 
amount at risk, I should say smaller than they are here consider- 
ably. 

(. I suppose you base that on the annexed territory, the sub- 
urbs of Chicago that have been recently taken in? 

_A., Not recently taken in —I should say leaving out Hyde 
Park and the other part there. 

@. That was annexed within a few years? 

A. I think the annexation took place two or three years ago. I 
should say taking the time prior to that, leaving out those suburbs 
to the south. 

@. You think the loss would be lower there than in Boston? 

A. Yes. 

@. Well, how is it compared with New York? 

A. J am not sure just what the loss is in New York. The last 
two years I should say it was smaller; the year before it was 
probably greater. It is very difficult to determine the method of 
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making a comparison. If you make a per capita comparison it 
might do injustice, you know. It doesn’t necessarily follow if 
our losses were one-quarter those of New York that they were 
large losses, or if they were a third of the loss they were large. 
Where buildings are occupied for storage purposes and contain 
an immense quantity of merchandise, one fire may cause such a 
large loss that it runs up the average very greatly. Mr. Chief 
Sweeney’s statement to me in Chicago some time ago was that he 
thought that the best way of determining in regard to fires the 
efficiency of a department was the average loss per fire, and that 
whenever his fire loss averaged more than $1,000 a year he con- 
sidered there was something out about the department — $1,000 
per ‘fire per year, I should say. 

Q. Do you know what the water pressure is in Chicago com- 
pared with that of Boston? 

A. Well, it varies so in Boston it is hard to tell. I should say 
at some parts it was considerably higher, and at other parts not 
so high. I think we have a part of our very high pressure service 
that is quite as high and higher than in Chicago. 

@. Now, in the case of the Hecht Building, what was the 
total insurance on that building, Mr. Howes, if you can recall 
it? 

A. Somewhere in the neighborhood of $900,000. 

@. What was the insurance on the wool? 

A. The larger part was on that. 

@. How much? 

A. In the neighborhood of $750,000 on wool. I am giving 
you the figures merely from memory. I am not sure of them 
at all. 

. Well, you come pretty close to them —on the wool $750,- 
000. What was the total salvage on the wool? 

A. I don’t know. It hasn’t been determined yet. 

(). Have you any idea what it is going to be? 

A. Well, it is going to be very much larger than estimated at 
the outset, for the reason that the fire was not such a bad one as it 
was assumed to be. ‘That is, the building did not burn very 
greatly. The interior parts of it were not destroyed, you know, 
in any way by fire. The iron columns that supported the floors 
were warped by the fire and probably broken, perhaps by water 
coming upon them, and they fell down; and the wool and the 
floors and everything else, without being materially burned, went 
down into one mass altogether. But the amount of property that 
there is there, the amount of absolutely undestroyed property, is 
very great indeed. There was a very large flame, but there was 
not a great deal of absolute fire destruction of property. 

@. Well, will the salvage on that wool amount to $700,000? 

A. Oh, no, it won’t amount to anything like that. 

@. Have you had any report at all? 

A. Well, there has been a report. It is not improbable that 
the salvage would be something approximating fifty per cent. of 
the insurance. In addition would have to be added the expense 
of getting it out, which is quite large, because the mass has to be 
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removed, and there are iron posts and girders and all sorts of 
things mixed in there together. Then there is the scouring that 
has to take place before it can be put in order to be sold. 

@. And you are unable to state to the Committee to-day what 
the actual loss will be? 

A. Oh, it is utterly impossible as yet, because the goods have 
not been scoured yet, and the amount of salvage will depend on 
what they sell them for after the scouring takes place. All you 
can say is, taking the amount of property burned, that the fire itself 
was not so large a fire as it would appear to be by looking at it. 

@. Do you know what the salvage on the Preston and Con- 
stant Buildings was? 

A. I don’t think there was a great deal there. 

Q. Well, how much? 

A. ThatIdon’tknow,[ amsure. I don’t know that there would 
be any. I haven’t had any report made on that. 

@. What is the actual insurance loss in the Underhay Oil Com- 
pany’s case? 

A. Well, very little in the Underhay Oil case, because there 
was no fire there to amount to anything. The building was 
burned on top, where there was some machinery, but the inflam- 
mable part of the property— that is, the oil part — was not burned 
at all. It was only water damage, I fancy, there. 

(). And the loss there will be slight? 

A. Well, the loss on the entire property will not be slight. 
The loss on the building will be very large indeed. The loss on 
the tenants of the upper floors is practically a total loss. 

@. What was the insurance on that? 

A. I don’t know how much it was. 

@. Do you believe, Mr. Howes, that the fire department of 
Quincy or the fire department of Brookline would be able to 
cope with ninety-six per cent. of our fires here in Boston? 

A. Possibly not ninety-six per cent., but I should say about 
three-quarters. 

@. Well, how do you make that out? 

A. Simply because they are small fires. 

@. Well, do you believe the fire departments of Quincy and 
Brookline are under that discipline that they could come in here 
to Boston and cope with our fires? 

A. Oh, I don’t think there is any amount of effort or discipline 
required in that case. In these small fires you will find that a 
very large proportion of the fires are put out by the tenants of the 
building. In this mercantile part of the city there are some five 
or six fires every month put out by the buckets of water that the 
underwriters have had put into most buildings, and where a fire is 
taken at the start it is ordinarily rather a small affair. There are 
certain conditions under which a larger force is needed. Now, 
in Boston it is the custom to send quite a number of engines to 
each alarm, but that course is not pursued in a number of the other 
cities. ‘They wouldn’t consider it necessary. I should say that 
possibly on the average, taking the large cities of the United 
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States, we send twice as many pieces of apparatus at the first 
alarm as is considered necessary with them. 

@. Don’t you think as an underwriter that that is the proper 
course to pursue, to have apparatus enough? 

A. No, I don’t think it. 

Q. You don’t believe in that? 

A. I don’t say not to have enough there, but I say ‘‘ Enough 
is as good as a feast,’’ and all you want is sufficient to meet the 
emergency. 

@. Well, who should be the judge? 

A. The Chief Engineer. 

@. The Chief Engineer acts under directions from the Board — 

A. Of Fire Commissioners. 

@. Then it would be the Board of Fire Commissioners that 
would designate it, not the Chief Engineer? 

“i. Very likely. 

@. And if the fires were all put out by the tenants? 

A. There wouldn’t be any Fire Department necessary. 

@. Or any comments needed from the Board of Underwriters, 
or very little comment? 

A. No, we could dissolve in that case. 

@. Well, would the community be benefited by the dissolution 
of the underwriters of Boston? 

A. I think under those circumstances very greatly. 

@. And would you recommend that? 

A. I should, if we had no fires. 

@. I didn’t say that. 

A. Well, if all our fires were so small that they could be put 
out by tenants of the buildings, the best course to be pursued would 
be to let the whole question of insurance drop. 

@. And take your own risk? 

A. Take your own risk. 

@. Well, you don’t believe for one moment that the knowledge 
possessed by the firemen of Quincy and Brookline would be suffi- 
cient to bring them in here to Boston to cope with even the smallest 
fires we have? 

A. I think the knowledge possessed by the firemen of Quincy 
and Brookline is quite as much as that of most of the firemen of 
Brighton, West Roxbury, or Dorchester; and I notice frequently 
that there is no hesitation in transferring a captain from a depart- 
ment in the suburbs, a company in the suburbs, to a company that 
has quarters in Boston. ‘They are both regularly paid depart- 
ments, so far as a number of their men are concerned. Some of 
our suburban men until recently have been call men, and I believe 
they are now, in certain cases; but I believe they are now for the 
most part department men, and that they are frequeatly transferred 
from one district to another. ; 

@. They are all call men in Brookline and Quincy ? 

Al. I beg parden — no, sir. 

(@. How many men do they keep employed? 

A. On the steam fire-engine in Brookline I think they have three 
men employed. 
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@. In the town of Brookline and the city of Quincy, are not the 
fire departments obliged to go out and work their horses in teams 
upon the highways? 

A. Sometimes they do. They water the streets occasionally to 
give them exercise, but it is in the inmediate vicinity of the engine 
houses. 

@. Well, you don’t think that that would be advisable to do here 
in Boston? 

A. I shouldn’t say so here. It might be in country districts, 
but I should say it would be rather poor economy here. 

Q. You don’t believe that men in Brookline, who are call men, 
or men in Quincy, where they have to go out in Brookline and 
Quincy and water the streets, are as efficient as the men in Brighton 
and West Roxbury who have been permanently engaged in fighting 
fires there anywhere from ten to twenty years? 

A. I didn’t know that in West Roxbury and Brighton they had 
been permanently engaged for any such length of time in that 
way, except a few men to each company. 

@.. Do you know how many there are to each company in West 
Roxbury and Brighton? 

A. Permanent men? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. I don’t know how many there are now, the number may 
have been changed; but all but three or four have been call men 
until very recently. The transfer from the call force to the per- 
manent basis has been a matter of very recent date, not dating 
back any ten or twenty years. 

@. Well, the department in West Roxbury and a portion of the 
department in Brighton are not permanent? 

A. As I understand it, not all of them. 

@. But the Commissioners have increased the number of per- 
manent men in those houses ? 

A. Very likely. Of late years the tendency has been that way. 

Q. And have kept doing it right along as the appropriations 
have been made and have warranted it? 

A. Probably. 

‘@. And you believe in a permanent force all over the city ? 

Ai Yes. 

@. Without any call force whatever ? 

A; It would be better, I think. 

- @. You have no connection whatever with the patrol system, 
have you? 

A. No, sir; you mean the patrol system of — 

(). The protective department. : 

A. No, I have nothing to do with it. 

@. Were you at the burning of the Hecht Building ? 

Any 8, (Sit. 

@. What time did you arrive there? 

A. About 9 o’clock, I should say. 

Q. That was after the third alarm had been rung in? 

A. I should think quite probably. 

Q. Did you note the working of the department there ? 
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A. I don’t know that I did especially. I didn’t go inside the 
lines, I viewed it from a distance. 

@. I suppose now that you have looked over this ordinance of 
1892 — there isn’t any other suggestion that you would want to 
make? 

A. No, except on general principles, that the ordinances ap- 
parently are not now as satisfactory in their ‘efforts to secure 
efficiency of the Fire Department as the old ones were. That is 
all. 

@. If, under the old ordinances, there were statements made 
that were not in keeping with the charter, you believe they should 
be taken out? 

A. Yes, if they were contrary to the charter —I don’t know 
so much about the spirit. I should suppose Mr. Whitmore had. 
I have always, at least, credited Mr. Whitmore with having a re- 
markably ingenious mind in finding out any flaws of that kind. 

(. I suppose you are aware that these ordinances were drafted 
and compiled by the law department of the city of Boston? 

A. No, I wasn’t. I didn’t know they had been drafted, to 
tell the truth. 

@. I want to say that, while we may be partly responsible, we 
don’t want to take the responsibility for the drafting of the ordi- 
nances. We want to leave that to the law department, who are 
responsible for the drafting — the City Solicitor. I understand 
you to say that, so far as ‘apparatus is concerned, we are well 
equipped ? 

A. I should say in number, yes. I think very likely that some 
of the engines are perhaps not equal individually to some of the 
engines elsewhere. That is a matter very difficult to determine. 
The people out West think that certain types of engines they have 
there are better than those we have here. I am not in a position 
to pass judgment on that. It is a matter that, it seems to me, 
ought to be looked into by experts more than it has been. But 
we have a sufficient number, there is no doubt about that. 

@. Have you ever made very much study of the cost of the 
engines, Mr. Howes? 

A. No, I have not made a study of that matter only in a 
general way. 

@. Have you ever made any examination of the character of 
the hose used by the Boston Fire Department? 

A; No, sir. 

Q@. You know nothing about that? 

i cINO,, 51¥. 

@. As regards the chief engineer of the Boston Fire Depart- 
ment, yon believe that he ought to exercise a trifle more disci- 
pline? 

A. I should say very much more than a trifle. 

@. Well, how much more? 

A. Oh, Lam not in a position to measure out the exact quan- 
tity by a yardstick. 

@. I want to say we are trying to get at the facts, you know. 

A. I know; but it is very difficult when you say a man is 


76 APPENDIX. 


wanting in discipline to say just how much does he want — two 
feet, two yards, or what? I don’t know, I am sure. There is a 
general lack, that is all. 

(@). How did you come to that conclusion, by your own knowl- 
edge, or by evidence that may have been submitted to you? 

A. It has been partly from my own knowledge, and partly 
from evidence that has been submitted to me. 

@. Well, how much would there be —two feet or four feet, of 
your own knowledge? 

A. I should say, of my own knowledge, that there might be 
perhaps half a foot, and the rest two or three feet. 

@. That is, of evidence that has been submitted to you? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. In regard to the greater portion of it — you have based the 
greater portion of your conclusions, in regard to the discipline, 
upon evidence submitted to you? 

As? Y@s."sir. 

(). Leaving discipline at one side —as to the Chief’s own 
ability to ‘cope with fires, what have you to say to that? 

A. I don’t know anything about it. 

@. Have you been to fires? 

A. Ican only judge by results, that is all. A man may be a 
wonderfully able man, and may be excessively unfortunate. It is 
impossible to say that the ability is at fault. Perhaps it is that. 
Sometimes it is as bad to be unfortunate as to be wanting in 
other qualities. 

@. You have been to numbers of fires, I suppose, in Boston? 

A. Quite a number. 

@. You were able to form some opinion there as to his ability 
to cope with fires, were you not? 

A. No, I don’t think my judgment would be worth anything in 
amatter of that kind, to say whether the man did this or that at 
the right time, or did it at the wrong time. I merely see, as I 
have said, that certain results are obtained, and if they are all 
right, that means that the work is well done; if they are not all 
right, it is wrong. But you cannot assume that a civilian and 
an entire outsider can go in and criticise the methods, any more 
than I can criticise certain operations that an army officer might 
carry through, certain manoeuvres that he might execute. It 
would be away beyond me. 

@. You have made a study somewhat of fire fighting? 

A. Not of fire fighting. 

(). None whatever? 

A. Oh, well, a very small amount. It wouldn’t be worth while, 
really, for me to go into the question. It wouldn’t afford a basis 
of judgment at all. I know ] remember years ago seeing Mr. 
Bird putting out a fire with a pump and pail of water, a fire which 
he started out in Cambridge. He was the inventor of the so-called 
Bird Pump, and had a building about as long as from here to your 
chair constructed, filled it up with shavings, tar, rosin, and all 
sorts of things, and got it going so that it blazed away up. Well, 
T couldn’t have put it out if I had had two steam-engines there, 
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but he went around with a pail of water, putting a little water 
here and a little there, and put it out very shortly. He knew 
what he was about, probably, and knew where to put the water, 
while I did not know. Without criticising the action of the Fire 


Department, I say that I really know nothing about it. I have 


had no practical experience. 

@. You were on a commission to make some inquiries as to the 
workings of departments in other cities? 

A. Not inthe way of fire fighting. It was in the eae appa- 
ratus for putting out fires. It was a matter of apparatus largely 
and the use they made of the apparatus, the fire-alarm system, 
and things of that kind. 

@. Did you, when Mr. Webber was appointed Chief, sign the 
petition recommending him? 

Ay Idid;not. 

@. Were you Secretary of the Board of Underwriters at that 
time? . 

As Yes, Sir: 

@. Do you know whether any of the underwriters, or can you 
call to mind whether any of the underwriters, recommended him ? 

A. I don’t think so. Chief Webber’s appointment, as I recol- 
lect, was a matter of compromise entirely. 

@. Well, what was it you received that information from? Was 
it from evidence submitted to you that you received that informa- 
tion ? 

A. Yes. 

@. Not from your own knowledge? 

A. I received it from the members of the Board of Fire Com- 
missioners. 

@. Who were the members of the Board of Fire Commies ates 
at that time, Mr. Howes? 

A. Well, you can tell better than I could, There was Mr. 
Fitzgerald — I know Mr. Fitzgerald was one. 

@. Mr. Green? 

A. Yes, Mr. Green was one, wans’t he? — and some one who 
lived at the South End, Mr. Longley — and who has since died. 
I know each of the Commissioners had his own particular man 
that he wanted to promote, and they couldn’t get two votes on 
either of those three, and they compromised on a man who was 
a third or fourth man, upon whom they could agree. 

@. And I suppose you believed at that time that they made a 
good selection? 

A. JI know nothing about it. The only comment I made at that 
time in my mind was that he was a man who had had experience 
in a country district, not a city district, that was all; like a 
Brookline or Quincy fireman. 

@. Would you not think that Mr. Webber had more experience 
than aman would in Brookline or Quincy, with all the manufact- 
uring industries that were out near where he was a captain of the 
engine in the Roxbury District? 

2 Oh, a little more, but he didn’t have the experience that a 
man in one of the city districts would have, 
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@. Didn’t he have to come down to the city quite often to large 
fires, some of the fires which couldn’t be put out by tenants? 

A. Now and then, but only to serve, not to command. 

Q. Wasn’t he in command of a company? 

A. Yes, but he wouldn’t have had the direction of engines, of a 
number of engines down here, as the head of a Boston district 
would have had. I don’t say that is anything against him; a 
man has to begin, vou know. He might have come from the end 
of Cape Cod and have come up here and made a good fireman. 

Q. Might have come from Brighton ? 

A. Yes, from Brighton. They have fires in slaughter-houses 
out there to put out now and then, too; but he was a man, of 
course, who had bis experience to acquire, and possibly, in my 
opinion, he hasn’t acquired among his various acquisitions that of 
a strict disciplinarian. 

Q. Well, now, is it discipline if he carries out all the rules that 
are laid down by him for the Fire Commissioners ? Is he not 
carrying out his duty so far as discipline is concerned if he 
carries out all the rules that are laid down in their manual for 
him ? 

A. Well, if he carries them out in spirit as well as letter, yes. 

@. Do you know of any rule which has not been carried out by 
the Chief ? 

A. No, I don’t know of any definite rule. 

@. Don’t know of your own knowledge? 

A. No, I don’t know of any definite rule except those that I 
have referred to in the old ordinances that are now repealed, or 
partly in the ordinances still in existence so far as the combus- 
tible matter goes. 

@. Did the Underwriters at any time ever appear before the 
Legislature as to the area to be occupied in buildings, or make any 
recommendations in that direction ? 


Awey GA. 

@. As regards floor space? 

A. Floor space, yes. 

Q. What was their recommendation ? 
A. Our recommendation is embodied in the present building 
aw. 

Q. That is— 

A. Floor space limited to 10,000 square feet. 

@. Wasn’t that a compromise ? Didn’t the Board of Under- 


writers ask for 6,000 square feet, and wouldn’t they have been 
better satisfied with 6,000 than with 10,000? 

A. No. I think they thought it was necessary to take into 
consideration the conditions of modern business. That if you 
framed a building law that was contrary to recent methods 
of business it probably would not be enforced, or certain parts 
of it would be likely to be repealed; that you had to take cer- 
tain things for granted and accept them. The buildings that 
were going up frequently had a floor space of fourteen thousand 
to sixteen thousand square feet. We cut that down to ten thou- 
sand square feet. That was about as great a cut as we thought 
could be made. 
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@). And carry the bill through successfully ? 

A. And earry the bill through successfully. 

Q. Still, I suppose the underwriters believed that six thousand 
would be better so far as their risks were concerned? 

A. Possibly — yes, I should say so. 

Q. Well, under the old building laws, without saving anything 
about the few new buildings that have been built under the new 
building laws, are not the ‘tisks in Boston greater than formerly ? 

A. Well, how far do you date ‘* formerly ” back? 

@. Well, go back within ten years? 

A. Some of them are and some of them are not. During the 
last ten years there has been a tendency on the part of owners of 
property to build very much better buildings than the building law 
required, so that we have had a good many very good buildings 
putup. There has been a tendency to build high buildings and 
build those of large area. 

@. The protective department of the city of Boston is paid by 
the underwriters, is it not? 

A. Well, itis paid by a distinct tax that is levied under au- 
thority of its charter granted by the State. 

@. And paid by the underwriters ? 

A. Yes, paid by every underwriter. It is an involuntary tax. 
They can vote to discontinue the department, but if they vote to 
continue it they have got to contribute the money to keep it going. 

@. And the President of the Board of Underwriters is — 

A. Of the underwriters? 

@. I mean the President of the Protective Department. 

A. The President of the Protective Department is Mr. George 
T. Field. 

@. You have nothing to do with him? 

A. I have nothing to do with him. 

@. (By Mr. FLYNN. ) Mr. Howes, has the price ae wool 
advanced since the fire? 

A. What do you mean — the wool market? 

Q. Yes, sir. | 

A. Well, I don’t know that it has materially. There seemed 
to be a disposition to purchase this damaged stock — this stock 
partly damaged in the Hecht fire, and I think that the market 
rather favored its sale. I don’t know that the price was materially 
increased, but there seemed to be rather more of a demand. As 
they say, the market is strong that way. 

@. (By Mr. Ropinson.) ‘The Thanksgiving-day fire was pretty 
well received as having been started by a defective wire, wasn’t it? 

A. I don’t think so. I don’t think the origin of the fire was 
ever made very clear. 

@. Fires have started from improper wiring? 

A. Oh, yes; but then they are quite as likely to be small fires 
as large, and, as I say, the proportion of large fires is very small. 

@. In regard to inspection of wires, there is no penalty at- 
tached to property owners not acting on their suggestion ? 

A. Is it our bureau you speak of ? 

@. No, the city bureau, 
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A. I don’t know as to that. I don’t think so, 

@. Well, the point I am getting at is this: If, in your opinion, 
after they notified an owner, after inspection, of defects in the wir- 
ing of the building, there should be an ordinance compelling him 
to act upon that, under penalty ? 

A.-' Yes, sir: 

Q. (By Mr. O’Brien.) Mr. Howes, you have spoken of the 
Jack of discipline in the Fire Department, but I didn’t understand 
thoroughly upon just what you based your statement as to that 
lack, whether it was upon your own knowledge and observation, or 
upon hearsay testimony of others. 

A. Well, Isaid, I think, to the Chairman, that it was, of course, 
very largely upon hearsay and upon the testimony of others, be- 
cause it would be impossible for me to obtain the information. I 
have not been in constant communication with the Fire Depart- 
ment in its various engine-houses. I have had, I will admit. 
members of the Fire Department, captains and others, come to me 
from time to time and speak of such and such things. 

@. Now, you were at the fire in the Hecht Building? 

ta RY CS; 

@. And do you think there was a lack of discipline there? 

A. I should think so. 

@. Well, is your opinion as to the lack of discipline at that fire 
founded upon observations you made while vou were there? 

A. Only in part. That is, all the extent to which it is founded 
upon my own observation would be that there seemed to be a want 
of general system. But ee as 1 say, I don’t know enough 
about the direct handling of a fire to make that, perhaps, of real 
value. I should not like to criticise any department simply on my 
own judgment. I would not desire to criticise absolutely the work 
of the department at a fire, because what might seem to me a 
wrong thing to do would be just the right thing. 

@. Then you are satisfied that there was a lack cf discipline, 
but the reason for your opinion is not your own observation at that 
particular fire? 

A. Well, at the Hecht fire I should say that I didn’t go into the 
buildings, but there is one thing in connection with that fire to 
which I would refer for example. The fire went from one building to 
another. That was a mistake; it shouldn’t have been allowed to 
go. Now it may be that that was something due to other causes 
than discipline or want of discipline. 

@. Do you know to what cause such BpECAOIY of the fire was 
due from one building to another? 

A. It was due to the fact that the ‘abies on Summer street 
were not defended properly against the spread. 

@. Should you say that was due to lack of discipline ? 

A. Yes, sir, that is one part of discipline —— to understand the 
situation thoroughly, to have the menso trained that they will fol- 
low out a comprehensive plan with almost a suggestion, even. 

@. Are you satisfied, should you say, from your own knowledge, 
that it was possible to have stopped the spread of the fire into 
those buildings on Summer street? 
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A. Now, you ask again if Iam to personally criticise the par- 
ticular acts performed. I should say it ought to be possible. 

@. From tbe facts within your knowledge as to the fire? 

A. Not personally, because [ didn’t oot near enough to the 
fire to watch it closely myself. But I say here are two buildings ; 
one takes fire, and the fire spreads from one to the other. Now 
it seems to me that the department, with the material it has got, 
under better direction and better discipline could have prevented 
that. 

(). Have you read the Fire Marshal's report? 

zi,* Yes. 

@. I would like to call your attention to one part of it here, 
in connection with what I have just asked you: ‘+ Without in- 
dulging in further discussion as to how the blame, therefore, 
should be properly proportioned, I have no hesitation in finding 


‘that the failure of the Fire Department to locate lines of hose in 


both the Constant and Preston Buildings until the fire was under 
full headway there was a fatal oversight, and, so far as I am 
able to judge, entirely without justification on the part of those 
to whose jnaction such oversight must be attributed.” The Con- 
stant and Preston Buildings which he Ages of here are the two 
buildings you probably have reference to? 

A. Yes, sir; those are the ones on Summer street. 

@. Then do you agree to that statement of his? 

A. I should think it was correct. 

(. Then he also makes the statement farther on: ‘** It should be 
stated, however, that, in order for any action in this direction to 
have proved beneficial, it would have been necessary to have 
adopted it almost contemporaneously with the attack on the Hecht 
Building, as the Constant Building appears to have caught on fire 
within eight minutes from the time when the first alarm was 
pulled.” Do you agree to that statement? 

A. No, I don’t think it is correct. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) Well, if he said six minutes, should you 
agree to that? 

A. No, I should have said it was very much more than eight. 

@. Well,do you know what the condition of the Hecht Building 
was upon the arrival of the apparatus there? 

A. Oh, I suppose the Hecht Building was on fire. That has 
nothing to do with the Hecht Building — that refers to the Con- 
stant Building. 

@. Iam asking you about the Hecht Building. 

A. I understood when the first piece of apparatus arrived there 
was more or less fire there, but according to the statement of eye 
witnesses in a building across the street, there was not a very severe 
fire going at that time; and I also know that certain members of 
the Protective Department in attendance at the fire went up on the 
second floor of the Hecht Building when they arrived, which was 
considerably after the second alarm, and were able to stay there 
some time. So that, while the building was on fire in the rear, I 
don’t know that it was very seriously on fire in the front. 

Q. Then the information which Mr. Whitcomb, the Fire 
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Marshal, has embodied in that report is not true, if he claims 
that the Constant Building caught on fire within eight minutes 
from the time of the first alarm? 

A. I should say the statement that the Constant Building, the 
building on Summer street, was on fire in eight minutes after the 
first alarm sounded was incorrect. 

@. Andif the Fire Marshal states in his report that upon the 
Fire Department arriving upon the scene of the fire the Hecht 
Building was a complete loss, I may say a total loss, what would 
you say as to that? 

A. No; it isn’t a total loss now, so it couldn’t have been so. 

Q. Well, that it was doomed to total and complete destruction 
at that time, so far as fire was concerned, that it was all afire 
upon the interior? 

A. Oh, it wasn’t so, according to all reports I have heard, and 
they have been from equally good sources. 

Has the Fire Marshal called upon you? 

No, sir. 

To seek evidence ? 

No; he merely asked for evidence from our books, surveys. 
When did you talk with the Fire Marshal? 

A day or two after the fire. 

If the Fire Marshal stated to this Committee that he never 
had ed any conversation or talk with any of the underwriters or 
»ersons connected with them, that wouldn’t be true ?. 

A. No; notif he said he hadn't had any talk at all; because 
he came to my office to see some of my surveys, and I thought he 
embodied them in his report. 

@. And you gave him some of the evidence upon which he based 
his report? 

A. Ijudgedso. I think he refers to it in the report. There is 
something about shutters in connection with the Constant Build- 
ing which he got from our records. I will say, however, that I am 
not sure whether he came to see me or whether he telephoned 
down. I wouldn’t say certain. 

@. He says he got the information in regard to ‘* shutters 
needed ” from your reports ? 

A. Yes, sir; I gave him that information; whether he asked 
through the telephone or came to see me personally I am not ab- 
solutely sure. 

_Q. Now, you are positive that it was the Fire Marshal that had 
the interview with you? 

A. I say it may have been through the telephone that he 
asked this information about the shutters. 

@. I mean about the shutters — he may have telephoned to 
you? 

A. Yes. 

@. But then he did go down to your office and you showed him 
your plans and had a talk with him? 

A. Qh, there was a description given to him about it. Whether 
I sent it up to him or whether he sent down and got it I cannot 
say. But he spoke about it, you know. 


HOEORORO 
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@. Now, Mr. Howes, let me read just one paragraph here. 
Perhaps I am keeping you too long, but I don’t very often get 
such a good witness, you know. 

A. Pump me out. 

Q. ** As has been noted before, this building was doomed be- 
yond all question when the firemen arrived.” What do you say 
about that? ‘That is a statement he makes in referring to the 
Hecht Building. 

A. That is a very broad and general statement — ‘* doomed.’ 
What is ‘ doomed ”? 

(). What is your opinion of the truth of that statement ? 

A. Icannot say. But I should say the building was on fire. 
Whether it was ‘‘ doomed ” or not is a matter of personal opin- 
ion. 

@. How long would it be after the alarm was rung in before 
the apparatus got there, in your judgment? 

A. I should suppose the engine on East street ought to get 
there quickly, and those from Fort Hill should not take a great 
while. 

@. How many minutes would that be? 

A. Two minutes, perhaps three minutes. 

@. Basing it upon that, what should you say as to the state- 
ment? 

A. I should say it was an exaggeration. 

@. Has the Board of Underwriters within the past two years 
ever had any consultation with the Fire Marshal in relation to 
fires? Has any correspondence passed between you, as Secretary 
of the Board of Underwriters, and the Fire Marshal ? 

A. I don’t think there has been anything in correspondence. 
He has been at my office now and then. 

Q. Inrelation to fires in Boston? 

A. Partly so, yes, sir, — in relation to fire losses, yes. 

@. Is he required under the law to make any report to the 
Board of Fire Underwriters? 

A. Well, I am not sure but that under certain circumstances he 
is. In cases of losses that come to his knowledge, that may be. 

@. At any meeting of the Board of Underwriters, has the Fire 
Marshal ever been invited to attend ? 

A. No, I don’t think he has ever been to any meeting. 

(@. Did you hear any comments made, Mr. Howes, about the 
action of the Fire Department in breaking down a party wall? 

A. Oh, I heard it commented upon. 

@. Well, what is your judgment in relation to fighting fires 
from that standpoint? 

A. There again you are asking me a question relating to tech- 
nical work. Iam not prepared to answer. It may be a first-rate 
thing, but it looks on the face of it to be pretty poor, that is all. 

@. But it turned out to be a grand good thing, did it not? 

A. I don’t know as it did, at all. 

@. Where you got the larger portion of the wool out — wasn’t 
that at just about the spot where the party wall was broken 
through and water was poured in through it? 
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A. No, I don’t think water had any particular effect on the 
wool. ‘The fire was put out, by the falling of the floors and they 
prevented any combustion taking place, excluded oxygen and 
everything else. I don’t think the water poured through there 
did any good. ‘There are cases where such an expedient might 
be of service, but there are other cases, I should say, where. it 
may be and has been a very great detriment. 

@. Do you base that upon practical knowledge ? 

A. Of results — that is all. 

Q. Obtained where and how? 

A. Obtained from the apparent results in other cases where 
they have done it. This is not the first time they have broken 
through walls, by any means, and in certain instances it appar- 
ently resulted in considerable loss to adjoining property. 

@. We will confine ourselves right to the recent fires, you know. 
I suppose that is what this inquiry relates to. 

A. You are asking me, and I suppose no result at all resulted 
from the breaking of ‘that wall. 

@. I ask you, do you know that from your own practical 
knowledge, or from something submitted to you that led you to 
believe that? 

A. That is my opinion. 

(. Your opinion is.that the water poured in there had nothing 
to do with the saving of the wool there? 

A. No material gain. 

@. Or with cooling down the walls that fell in? 

A. Oh, no, I don’t think it had any very great result. 

@. Well, it was at that spot where the greater portion of the 
wool was taken out — where that party wall had been broken 
through ? 

A. Well, I don’t know that it was taken out at that particular 
spot. It was taken out in that alleyway down there because it 
was the most convenient place to take it out, but I don’t know 
that just at the point where the water was played in all the wool 
was stored, by any means. It was scattered around generally. 

@. Do you know what degree of heat it would take, Mr. Howes, 
to warp those iron pillars in there? 

A. Oh, not a great deal. 

@. How much? 

A. Well, the warping would be .very materially advanced or 
the destruction of the fibre of the iron would be very materially 
advanced, by. getting them tolerably hot and then playing water 
on them, you know. 

@. Well, about how many degrees of heat would be required? 

A. I don’t know just the number of degrees — may be 800, 
may be 400, or anywhere in between. 

@. Well, 800° would be nearer than 400°, would it not? 

A. I don’t know that it would. 

@. You are not posted sufficiently ? 

A. I shouldn’t dare to give an answer of that kind, because it 
is a piece of expert evidence. 

Q@. (By Mr. Davis.) Mr. Howes, I have a letter in my hand 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 85 


under date of March 1, addressed to me at my place of business, 
as follows: ‘** Boston, March 1, 1893, William A. Davis, Esq., 
11-17 Eliot street.” 

A. That is one in about 1500. 

@. I suppose so. I merely ask this for information, not to 
take too much of your time; but in this letter you mention that in 
front of that particular building there are located a great many 
electric wires. 

Ao 7) eS, Sir. 

(. And that unless those wires are placed underground the 
hazard will continue and the rates of insurance will be increased, 
or words to that effect. 

Wh WY CS 

@. Now, do you know how many wires there are in front of 
that building, or about how many? 

A. No, I haven’t seen them at all. We sent one or two in- 
spectors around to obtain the streets where poles and wires were 
so located as apparently to interfere with the successful operation 
of the Fire Department, with the elevating of-the ladders of the 
Fire Department, and then to take the names of those persons oc- 
cupying or owning buildings within those lines. But it rested 
entirely upon my inspectors, who stated where they thought there 
were wires that were bad, and where they thought they were not bad. 

Q. That pertains to various locations in “the city of a similar 
nature ? 

ak, OS. 

(). If those wires were removed, of course the hazard would be 
removed and the insurance risk not increased ? 

a es Ves. 

(@. And if they remain, how much extra increased risk will it 
probably add to the total insurance ? 

A. ‘That, as I told the Chairman, would depend very largely on 
circumstances. Now, in your case there probably might be only 
two or three or four wires. Your building might be a low one, and 
the increase in rate, if made at all, would be very nominal. In 
certain buildings on Atlantic avenue and some on South street, 
near Essex street, where there are large numbers of wires running 
along both on the sides and fronts of buildings, that are decidedly 
detrimental, in those cases the advance would be probably con- 
siderable. Might be fifty per cent. of the present rate 

@. Then, again, our building being a six-story building, quite 
high of course, with a great many wires in front, with a great deal 
of. danger liable to arise from getting the wires up about the 
building and a great deal of risk naturally for the firemen, the 
natural supposition would be that that risk would be increased 
somewhere about fifty per cent. ? 

A. It might be, or somewhere in that direction. It would de- 
pend on circumstances. ‘The Committee voted, and the Board 
acquiesced in their action, that the advance should in no case ex- 
ceed fifty cents. If the rate was a high rate, the increase wouldn’t 
be so large a percentage as in the case of a low rate. 
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Q@. If all the wires were placed on top of buildings instead of in 
front of buildings, would that affect insurance? 

A. No, 1 don’t think it would. 

@. Then the general reason is because with those wires in front 
of a building it is almost utterly impossible to use ladders? 

dA. Yes, sir; that is the trouble. 

@. Do owners of buildings ever obtain any amount of money 
for the privilege of carrying wires on the tops of their buildings, 
do you know? 

A. J think some of them have, but in a large number of in- 
stances it has been granted with certain indirect benefits ; that is, 
that the company putting up the structure would agree to have the 
roof tinned once in two years, or something of that kind. In cer- 
tain cases there has been a nominal rental paid. 

@. Is it your idea and that of the underwriters in general that 
those wires should go underground? 

A. I think it would be advisable to have them underground as 
far as possible. It would be utterly impossible to have them all 
underground. They would have to come to the surface now and 
again. 

@. From my observation in Chicago I don’t recollect seeing any 
overground. 

A. I think there are some in the back alleyways that way, but 
not in the business sections. 

@. (By Alderman Froop.) Mr. Howes, in your testimony in 
regard to the increase in rates, you testified that the Board of 
Underwriters had increased the rates on certain materials in the 
city of Boston. Do I understand that you increased the rates 
because of the 1ates that existed in other cities, or what do I 
understand ? 

A. Yes, partly so. Our rates on vegetable fibre, such as jute, 
hemp. cotton, were very low. ‘The losses on cotton throughout 
the United States during the last year, and in England as well, 
have been exceedingly heavy, heavier than ever before. There 
seems to have been some peculiarity about the cotton that causes 
its spontaneous combustion, both on shipboard and in warehouses, 
and our rates were not half what the rates were on cotton in all 
the other large places in the country. The owners of cotton found 
it exceedingly difficult to get insurance here. The companies, 
almost all our companies here, are foreign companies, — that is, 
from outside the State,— and their agents here would send on risks 
written at our rates on cotton on storage here, and they would be 
sent back again, and i¢ was necessary to pay higher rates in order 
to get the insurance. 

@. Then, Iam to understand by your statement that the rate 
was increased ? 

A. Yes, on vegetable fibre, as it is called. 

(. Not because of inefficiency of the Fire Department? 

A. Ob, no; it had nothing to do with the Fire Department. It 
was done before there was any question or criticism of the Fire 
Department coming from the Hecht fire. This was done before the 
Hecht fire. 
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@. (By Commissioner Murruy.) Mr. Howes, you spoke of 
not having had any interviews with the Commissioners for two or 
three years; is that what you said? 

A. JI should say, I think, it was two years or so. 

@. Wouldn’t six years be a little nearer the fact? 

A. No, I have seen them individually, I think. You have been 
down to my Office considerably less than six years ago. 

@. Six years ago, I think, was the last time I saw you person- 
ally with reference to any fire matter. 

A. Mr. Fitch was down there less than six years ago — I don’t 
know that you were. 

Q. No, with the exception that the whole Board had a united 
interview with the Board of Underwriters. 

A. We had a meeting, I[ think. 

Q. Exactly. 

A. I think you were down with Chief Engineer Webber at 
my office, and had an interview, not with the whole Board, but 
with two or three of us? 

Q. I wasn’t trving to cover that at all. The fact I want to get 
at is this, that you, as the official representative or secretary “of 
the Board of Underwriters, have not made any complaints to the 
Board of Commissioners, so far as my recollection goes, for six 
years, of any kind. 

A. Possibly not. 

@. And from what you said, I should infer you made the 
statement that you had done so within two or three years. Itis a 
trifling matter, apparently, on the surface. 

A. No; I thought the question was asked whether I had made 
any recommendations to the Board of Fire Commissioners. I 
said, ‘* Yes, two or three years ago.” 

Cavey Ga? 

A. Well, I did. I made one that was printed pretty fully, and 
I think the commissioners saw it, too. 

@. The question, as I understood it, was with reference to in- 
terviews and complaints, and you went on to say you got tired, 
if my memory serves me right, of making complaints, rather 
throwing out the idea, as I understand you, that you have been 
making a series of complaints officially to the Commissioners, and 
no notice had been taken of them. 

A. Oh, no, not at all. 

@. Exactly, I am satisfied. You speak of the Quincy and 
Brookline fire departments. Can you tell me in regard to the 
Quincy department, what its size is, what it consists of? 

A. No, but I fancy it is larger than that of Brookline. 

@. Yet, without knowing what the Quincy Department is, you 
make a statement as to its efficiency. 

A. No, I am not making any statements in regard to the 
efficiency of the Quincy department. I assume that it is no 
more efficient than any country depurtment. I was simply stating 
that the larger portion of our fires in Boston might be handled by 
a country department. 

@. You merely based it on general principles ? 
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A. Yes, sir; no more Quincy than any other town. 

@. You spoke of the efficiency of the Chicago department — 
do you base that on per sonal information ? 

MeayY es isin. 

(). Gathered over what length of time? 

A. Oh, two or three days’ study. 

@. Let me see, Mr Howes. Are you not on public record as 
having said something complimentary in regard to the efliciency 
of the. Chicago system — something like this, if I remember right: 
‘© So well-is the department handled that in the business sections 
for a number of years a fire has not started beyond the building 
in which it originated”’? 

A. ‘** Started beyond” ?— you mean ‘ got beyond.” 

(). Got beyond — exactly. 

A. I don’t know wiiether I have or not. There is an assertion 
to that effect. Whether I made it or not, I am not sure. 

@. Well, I will ask you to refresh your metwory. 

A. Very likely that may be the case. 

Q. Cast your eye over that at the lower end (referring to 
clipping). 

A. re eS. . 

@. You made that statement? 

A. Yes, I think very likely.. 

@. I would like to read it for the benefit of the Committee. 
This is an editorial in the ** Boston Herald ” of February 28, 1893. 
It is in reference to the Investigation Commission. It speaks of 
them in a very complimentary manner, and then it goes on to say: 
‘* But if they think desirable to carry on their examination in 
this country, they would find that in Chicago, where the buildings 
used for mercantile purposes are larger and higher than those in 
Boston, a system of fire defence has obtained, at a much smaller 
cost than in this city, which, if we are not misinformed, has pre- 
vented for years the extension of any fire beyond the building 
in which it originated.” I would lke to ask Mr. Howes upon 
what evidence he based that statement? 

A. That I had from an underwriter of Chicago. 

@. I would like to read this for your information, and also for 
that of the Committee. This is the report of 1891. In the city 
of Chicago in 1891, 91 fires extended to two buildings, 37 to three 
buildings, 17 to four buildings, 9 to five buildings, 3 to six build- 
ings, 1 to seven buildings, 1 “to eight buildings, and 1 to fourteen 
buildings. 

A. Mercantile buildings ? 

@. Mercantile, two of them, to my personal knowledge; and 
the great bulk of them on evidence equally as strong as yours 
would mean that the great part of them were mercantile build- 
ings. Here is a fire that occurred on April 13, 1891, of whose 
mercantile standing there can be no question. It can be found in 
any paper in Chicago fully reported — the fire of April 18, 1891. 
There is also an account of it in the Chicago Fire Department 
Report. The loss was one million dollars. It started in a stable, 
jumped to Smith’s furniture shop, — of whose mercantile standing 
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there can be no question, — then into the Milton Dime Museum, 
then it jumped across the street to the north-west corner of Mason 
and Union streets to the new Haymarket Theatre, the five-story 
building of the People’s Clothing Co.,— another mercantile 
building, — and, despite all efforts, the buildings between Union 
and Haymarket block shared the fate of those across the street. 
There were 35 engines, 8 hook and ladders, 1 water tower, on 
duty. On Oct. 3, to come down to a later date — 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) Let us first find out if Mr. Howes 
has ever heard of that before, if he has any record of it. 

A. Ob, I said in my other answer that my statement was 
made on the authority of a prominent underwriter of Chicago. 
He may have meant what would be equivalent to our business 
district here — I don’t know; but he spoke in this general way: 
‘* We have not had for years in Chicago a fire that has extended 
from one building to another.” That is all. 

@. (By Commissioner Murruy.) ‘*On October 8, 1892” (this 
is a report from an eye witness who can be produced if the Com- 
mittee so desire) ‘‘ 1 attended a fire” (this is an official report 
submitted to me personally by a member of the Fire Department, 
addressed to the Fire Commissioners) ‘‘ I attended a fire in the 
city of Chicago which broke out in a paint factory located on 
Eighteenth street, corner Brown street, west side, a four-story brick 
building 130 x 30. This fire not only completely destroyed the 
factory, but also extended to two adjoining brick buildings on the 
same side, and three wooden dwelling-houses on the opposite side of 
the street” (where the streets are very wide, as Mr. Howes is well 
aware) ‘* as well as to astable belonging to the factory in the rear ; 
totally destroying the three wooden dwelling-houses and one of the 
brick buildings, considerably damaging the other brick building, 
and burning the roof off the stable. The prevention of further 
progress of the fire was chiefly owing to the fact that on the op- 
posite side of the street there were no other buildings in the imme- 
diate vicinity of those destroyed, and the factory and adjoining 
brick buildings were entirely isolated from any others, with noth- 
ing in the rear of the factory, save the stable referred to and the 
tracks of the C. B. & Q. Railroad, the cars standing on which 
had been promptiy hauled out of danger. Had there been any 
large mercantile concerns coutiguous to the factory or on the 
opposite side of the street, there would have been a sweeping con- 
flagration.”” Now, Lask you, Mr. Howes, if, in view of those facts, 
you think it is fair to make a statement in the public prints, 
through the columns of a deservedly popular paper standing high 
in our community, such as you have made in an article which 
you have identified as your work? 

A. Iam surprised at this, but I believe I qualified my state- 
ment. I did not make it as a matter of personal information. I 
said, ‘‘ If Iam not misinformed ” that was the case. Now, appar- 
ently, from the statements the Commissioner has made, I was 
misinformed. 

@. (By the Caarrman.) On evidence submitted ? 

A. On evidence submitted. The statement was made by a 
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Chicago underwriter and I took it for what I supposed it was 
worth. 

@. Upon evidence submitted. Now, I suppose you will be 
willing to retract that to-morrow morning? 

A. Yes, sir; I should say that that was decidedly too sweeping 
a statement. 

. (By Commissioner Fircn.) I would like to inquire, Mr. 
Howes, if all the testimony upon which your statements have been 
made is as reliable and will stand the test of analysis as well as 
this one? 

A, All that I have qualified in that way possibly are in that 
form. 

@. Did you write that editorial in the ‘*‘ Herald” three years ago? 

A. Possibly. I frequently have written editorials in the 
‘¢ Herald.” I cannot say, having written them with such frequency, 
that I did not write one three years ago. 

@. The editorial, I mean, accompanying the report of the 
Howes Commission. I would like to know, because I think none 
of the Commissioners read the report, and I think they all read the 
editorial. So it is important. 

A. Well, they made a mistake, then. 

@. I don’t think they did. Those statements were somewhat 
qualified, and I should think perhaps were on evidence similar to 
this. I believe the ‘‘ Herald” apologized for them later, not grace- 
fully, but the apology was full as graceful as the editorial. 

A. Possibly that is a matter of judgment. 

@. Now, you had a three days’ session with Chief Sweeney. 
Did he give you information, did he give it as his opinion, that the 
discipline of the Boston Fire Department was poor, its organiza- 
tion weak, and its general efficiency small? 

A. We didn’t ask him for his opinion. 

@. Well, you based your opinions upon evidence. Now, you 
must have been endeavoring to get expert evidence, and according 
to your opinion of Chief Sweeney no more expert evidence could be 
obtained. 

A. Yes, but we asked him for evidence concerning his own 
department, not in regard to Boston. 

Q@. Yes, but we have seen as much of his department as you 
have. 

A. Possibly, but the public at large didn’t have the benefit of 
your information. 

@. Well, the officers of the Boston Fire Department did. 

A. Not entirely. 

@. Wherever it would be of advantage. 

A. Well, our opinions in that respect might differ. 

Q. You have spoken of the cost of running the Boston Fire De- 
partment, so much per capita. Do you think the per capita basis 
is a proper one to judge of what the cost should be, or the prop- 
erty that is at stake, at risk? 

A. Well, you take both,I suppose. One might be qualified 
somewhat by the other. 

Q@. What is the assessable valuation of Chicago, real and 
personal ? 
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A. I don’t think there is any means of finding out. 

Q. Well, it is published in the census and is published in the 
city reports ? 

A. It may be published in the census; I haven’t seen the 
census of 1890. But as to the city reports, they are not in any 
way to be depended upon. 

Q@. Very likely, but they must bear some proportion to the 
whole amount? 

A. No, none whatsoever, so far as the taxable property is 
concerned. The valuations are placed on an entirely different 
scale from those of Boston. 

Q. What was the total tax of Chicago for 1891, for instance? 

A. I don’t know what the tax was that year, I couldn’t say as 
to the tax. ‘The tax system, too, is different from ours. 

@. What is the proportion of the cost of running the fire de- 
partment of Chicago to the total tax of the city? 

A. That I don’t know. 

@. Well, I will inform you — it is a little over thirteen per 
cent. In Boston it is a little over nine per cent. 

A. That may be, because a very large amount of the taxes 
which in Boston are collected in a general levy are collected there 
by special taxes, so that there is no comparison can be instituted 
which has any particular bearing. 

@. Well, that is the proportion. 

A. To the general tax levy, very likely. 

Q. To the general tax levy. 

A. Very likely; but the general tax levy of Chicago is one 
thing, and the general tax levy of Boston is another. 

@. Now, what is the loss of Chicago each year — what would 
you think it would average for the last five years? 

A. Well, I should think it would average from a million and 
a half to a million and three-quarters, something of that kind. 

@. Would you think it averaged a little over two millions ? 

A. Yes, sir; it may be that. Itis a city about four times our 
size, three times our size. ; 

@. Not three times our size in risks, in property at stake, by 
any means. 

A. In population. 

@. What is the loss in New York for the last five or six 
years? 

A. I don’t know — it has been as high as seven million, and it 
has been down, I think, to three or four million. I don’t know 
just what the average has been. 

Q. Well, it is a little over five million. 

A. That may be. 

The Cuarmman. — What have been the losses in Boston in the 
last five years? 

Commissioner Firron. — The average, including the Thanks- 
giving-day fire, has been pretty nearly one million three or four 
hundred thousand. 

Mr. Howes. — I beg to differ, taking the five years. 

Q@. (By the Cuarrman.) What is your opinion? 
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A. I should say for ten years back the average loss in Bos- 
ton — 

@. I am asking for five years. 

A. Jam coming to that, but will first refer in my answer to 
the loss for ten years back. ‘Take the fire loss for ten years back 
in Boston, it would be in the neighborhood of $1,200,000 a year. 
In the last five years, which would include the Thanksgiving-day 
fire and these other fires, it would be much nearer $2,000,000. 

@. (By Commissioner Frrcu.) What was the loss last vear, 
Mr. Howes? 

A. Oh, I think the total loss was somewhere in the neighbor- 
hood of $800,000. The insurance loss was somewhere in the 
neighorhood — it is not all adjusted, but the insurance loss was 
somewhere in the neighborhood of $750,000. 

(). And the loss last year in New York was how much? 

A. I don’t know how much it was in New York last year. 

@. (By Commissioner Murruy.) I want to ask you a question, 
Mr. Howes, and it is this: Aren’t they having trouble in the Brook- 
lyn, N.Y., Fire Department at the present time? 

A.) Yes,’ ‘sir. | 

@. And they have a one-headed commission there? 

A. Yes. 

@). And yet they are having trouble? 

A. Oh, I don’t say but what one man who is a fool could hurt 
any department. 

Q. Well, the remedy is not a sovereign remedy, then? 

A. Oh, no, not at all. I should say on general principles, 
though, that one man would be better than three. 

@. (By Commissioner Fircu.) Have the insurance companies, 
do you know, paid expenses or made dividends in the city of 
Chicago for the last three or four years? 

A. Yes, I think for the last three or four years they have. 

Q. Well, I don’t know, but I have the evidence of a Chicago 
insurance man, and according to what has been read he may be 
very far off in his figures; but he made the statement that in 
1891 or 1890, I forget which year, they paid eighty per cent. of 
their total premiums. 

A. I think they may have one year. 

@. I am asking in regard to any one year. 

A. Oh, if you put the question that way, I will say that in cer- 
tain years they have been very unfortunate. 

@). Some years they will meet reverses. 

A. Yes, sir; some years they will meet reverses, and other 
years, of course, they will do better. 

@. They reckon their business, taking a series of years. 

A. Taking a series of years. 

@. Of course, last year the Board of Underwriters made a 
great deal of money in Boston? 

A. Last year was a very good year. 

@. You don’t know but you will make some the present year? 

A. Well, things will have to look up if they are going to do so. 

@. How much should you judge the total loss had been from 
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second and third alarm fires in the city of Boston since the first 
of January—the total loss to all the underwriters of Boston 
interested ? 

A. J never made the calculation. What I would say would be 
simply a guess. 

@. Well, what is your guess? 

A. Well, very nearly — about a million dollars I should say, 
perhaps a little less. 

@. That covers two months? 

ALP Deass SIT: 

@. Does that cover the salvage of the Hecht Building? 

A. I am taking that in. 

@. What are you taking it in at? 

A. Qh, fifty per cent. salvage — taking that all in. There isn’t 
any salvage in connection with the buildings on Summer street to 
speak of— there it is pretty totally gone. And I am now merely 
not taking the small fires, but those second and third alarm fires. 

@. (By Commissioner Murruy.) Do I understand you to 
make the charge here that the district chiefs of the Boston Fire 
Department do not properly inspect their districts? 

A. I should say so. 

@. You make that charge? 

A. I give that as my opinion. 

(). Have you any evidence to support it? 

A. Well, the evidence is that we know when there is a fire they 
say they didn’t know that such and such conditions existed, which 
apparently shows that they were not acquainted with the interior 
of the buildings. 

@. Well, you don’t state that in regard to every fire. You say 
‘* when there is a fire,” and one would imagine that meant every 
fire. You allude to some particular fires? 

A. Well, yes. 

Q. And because of the fact that in connection with one fire 
some person says that, do you want to condemn the whole} district 
chief service? ; 

A. Oh, no; but I find that there are defects that exist in some 
of our various buildings in Boston, and that if they had the same 
supervision that we attempt to exercise — and ours is purely a 
private affair — that they should be corrected. ‘Those are not 
corrected at all, and I assume they never have been seen. 

@. More than all that, they haven’t the power. 

A. Certainly they have as much power as we have. 

@. I beg pardon. You can say to a man that you will not in- 
sure him unless he will correct certain conditions. We have no 
legal right in that respect. 

A. No, but you can have him correct things of this kind, you 
can have him remove oily waste and such substances, and can have 
it ordered out and taken out at the expense of the owners or occu- 
pants of the building, if they want to. The ordinance provides 
for that. 

@. I beg pardon — the ordinance provides that under certain 
conditions and circumstances certain things can be done as far as 
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it lies in the power of the department to do them. Now, you ought 
to present evidence when you make the assertion that it is not 
done, other than your opinion. 

A. Well, I know we have to do it, and if anybody else was 
willing to undertake the job we should transfer it to them very 
readily. 

@. If you knew we had to do it, why haven’t you made com- 
plaint to the Board of Fire Commissioners about it in the last six 
years? 

A. One reason is, I have had from time to time in the last six 
vears various engineers of the fire department come to my office 
and say they wished I would have such and such a building exam- 
ined, that they had an examination made and there were certain 
collections there that ought to be taken away, and they appar- 
ently did not seem to think they had any power to do it them- 
selves at all. 

@. Why didn’t you complain to their superior officers ? 

A. We concluded that the safest way was to do it ourselves. 

@. Now, when you don’t make complaints you have no right 
to criticise. 

A. Well, I cannot instruct the Fire Commissioners in their 
duty. It is laid down and they can read it as plainly as I can. 

@. I beg pardon —I am not speaking to you about instructing 
the Fire Commissioners, but it is your duty, if cause for complaint 
arises, not to complain about those people whose duty it is to look 
after it until you have given them a chance to remedy it. If you 
try the people whose duty it is to look after it, and they do not do 
their duty, it is then time to complain. That is fair, isn’t it? 

A. I don’t think it is. 

Commissioner Murryy. — Well, there is a difference of opinion 
_ between us in that respect. 

@. (By Commissioner Fircn.) Have you ever been before 
the Commissioners or communicated with them on any subject of 
interest to your Board when you did not receive courteous treat- 
ment at their hands, when you did not have a patient hearing ¢ 

A. I fancy not. 

@. Or when they weren’t perfectly willing to codperate with 
you and your Board in everything that promised to be of benefit 
to their mutual interests ? 

A. Jam not aware of any friction, particularly. 

). Have you had any such meeting, or sent to them any such 
communication? I don’t know but you have answered that ques- 
tion once. 

A. Not that Iam aware of. © 

@. We will say since this present Board has been in office? 

A. I don’t know that I have made any communication. 

@. I don’t remember any myself. You are not a citizen of 
Boston, are you? 

A. I have been, but I am not now. 

(). You are not an underwriter? 

A. Well, in one sense I am. I have had charge of the under- 
writing business of the Boston Board of Underwriters for nineteen 
years, and I suppose ought to know something about it. 
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Q. Well, does that constitute an underwriter? 

A. I fancy so, sir. 

@. I thought you were Clerk of the Board? 

A. No, 1am Secretary of the Board; I am the chief executive 
officer of the Board. 

@. Are you a property owner to any large extent in the city of 
Boston ? 

A. In Boston, no. 

(). Then your motive has been in general, in starting these re- 
quests for investigations, etc., one purely of public spirit? 

A. Now, you are making a statement which you have no facts 
to support at all. I haven’t started anything. 

@. (By the CHarrman.) I don’t think you need to answer the 
question. 

A. I did not do so. [don’t think there is any answer to it. 

@. The City Government will take the responsibility of that. 
Now, you believe all three-headed commissions should be reduced 
to one-man power? 

A. Not entirely. I think where judicial power resides in the 
commission, it is desirable to have three men. 

@. Such as the Board of Health? 

ad. Yes. I should say the Water Board might very wisely be 
put intoone man. J should say perhaps the Board of Health was 
a different organization. 

@. Having judicial power? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. How many insurance companies are there in the city of 
Boston, established here, that are Massachusetts companies — 
about the number approximately ? 

A. Five, I think. That is, there are more than that. ‘There 
are mutual companies here, but of companies doing a general fire- 
insurance business of all classes, there are about five. 

@. And how many that are organized outside the Commonwealth ? 

A. One hundred and forty-two or one hundred and forty-three, 
I believe. ; 

@. And the stock in that one hundred and forty-two or one 
one hundred and forty-three is principally owned outside of 
Massachusetts ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And the stock of the five is principally owned in Massa- 
chusetts ? 

A. Yes, owned in Boston or its neighborhood. 

Chairman Lee asked if representatives of the following peti- 
tioners were present: 


Beepreorce oleaintat. se rh str aos. 6s CNO-response: } 
J. W. Porter & Co. Rite PEL MoD: nae Weak, ek ee 
Merrretina TUBRGLL. Sor ie aah OR ke Ke 6 
Wears INOITIS @& SOW). see A aw es 
PEPE ETING ts tus es tl es REE We we 
oo ate’ Sa) a edie fh ol 0 ap pe lace aan Fa a ce 
Prema) aeobs dc Cate... 05 2 oe ce eé 


PRES ecient oo. ', ld Wea ns 6 


96 APPENDIX. 


Boylston Insurance’ Go. spss we) fs) ee)? oCNo response.) 
G. O. Carpenter & Son Pants 2 ee ekpae tt es 
YMA EL sPOw eter, fukin he tse) teh c Mrlt ei eeaeee i ri: 
James Bruerton A Ae Sh RS AMY peor sf et ee .c 
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Jordan, Lovett & Co. . . ep ese by vn as 
Rteroaniule and Marine Cneirance: Ge: Ais | ere ts 
haries iW iewld OlGOn hes expe hee ha, eee ee ee de 
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Miligon  COGid perk: Conn.) ees omer ee |. ae 
NIGSGSAVV LIANG caste ees) oP ek eer ak Oe 66 
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Joshua M. Sears. . 66 


The CHAIRMAN also said : Is there anybody present represent- 
ing the Woven Hose Company? (No response.) Is there any 
person here who desires to be heard, whose name bas not been 
called? The Clerk of Committees will notify every one of these 
persons who are on these petitions to appear here next Tuesday 
afternoon, at 2 o’clock. It is the intention of the Committee to 
get at the facts, if they can. If we cannot get them, the public 
- will know we have tried and have been unable to get them 
to come here and back up their petitions. The Clerk will 
also notify the Inspector of Wires to be present at the next 
meeting. 


Adjourned, on motion of Mr. Barry, at 5.11 P.M., to meet on 
Tuesday, March 7, at 2 P.M. 
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THIRD HEARING. 


Turespay, March 7, 1898. 
The hearing was resumed at 2 o’clock P.M. 


Present, all the members of the committee, Chairman LEE 


presiding. 


Clerk Brawley read the names of petitioners who had been 
notified, asked if they were represented, and awaited a response 


in each case, as follows: 


Hollis and Wise . 

B. B. Whittemore 

Seull & Field. . . 
Bullard & Davenport 

John C. Paige 

Guild & Eastman s 
William Garrison, Reed & Som 
Blake & Taylor Aye ES 
Freeman & Vinton 

N. Foster, Jr. 

H. S. Wheeler 

North American Tnsuranee Co, 
Patridge & Macullar 
American Insurance Co. 
Robert A. Boit . . 

P. E. Eddy & Son . 
Cyrus Brewer & Co. 

T. T. Sawyer, Jr. 

George C. Stearns 

J. W. Porter & Co. . 
O’Brion & Russell , 
William H. Norris & Son . 
Hovey & Fenno . 

Francis H. Stevens. . 
Goodman, Jacobs, & Cate. 
Charles H. Porter 
Boylston Insurance Co. . 
Geo. O. Carpenter & Son . 
William H. Brewster, Jr. . 
James Bruerton : 
J.J. E. Rothery. . 
Jordan, Lovett, & Co. 


Mercantile & Marine Insurance Co. 


Charles W. Holden . 


(No response. ) 


(Present. ) 
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Statement by CHARLES W. Ho pen. 


Mr. Holden came forward when his name was called, and by 
direction of the chairman, the clerk read the order, under which the 
hearings are given. 

Q@. (By the Cuatrman.) What we are trying to get at, Mr. 
Holden, is to find out if we can get any information that may lead 
up to the committee’s recommending anything that might be of 
assistance to the citizens of Boston, the underwriters, and to the 
city generally. Now, I will ask your full name? 

Charles W. Holden. 

And your business, sir? 

Insurance. 

In Boston? 

In Boston — No. 30 Congress street, Boston. 

And you represent —? 

I represent a number of fire insurance companies. I can 
give you the names, if you would like them. 

@. A number of them? 

A. A number of them; yes, sir. 

@. Now, have you any information that you can give to the 
committee, in regard to the matters they are considering? I will 
ask you particularly with reference to the causes of the recent fires 
in Boston, whether or not there are any recommendations yoa wish 
to make? 

A. There is one request I would like to make, Mr. Chairman, and 
that is that the preamble or petition that was signed by the various 
parties who have been called by the clerk should be read. (The 
clerk read the petition of the underwriters.) Mr. Chairman, the 
object in signing that petition was to bring before your committee, 
as well as any other committee that might be appointed, the de- 
fects which a fire department has to meet with in endeavoring to 
cope with the fires which take place in large cities. It is not a 
fact that other cities labor under the same disadvantages which 
Boston labors under, with its narrow streets, because here, although 
it is the home of the electrical interests, still at the same time they 
take better care of cities that are away from us than they do of 
that which is near to them, of their own parent city, where so 
much capital is invested. The obstacles which I think are very 
oreat in regard to the Fire Department performing what might be 
admirable service are the obstructions which are placed in their 
way, such as the electric light wires, such as the feed wires of the 
trolley system, and for my own part I wonder that men can be 
found who Gan receive money enough, who can receive a salary 
large enough to lead them to take their lives in their hands, and 
undergo the dangers which our firemen undergo every time when 
they come in contact with the obstruction and the hazard which 
has been placed in our streets by the electric wires. In New York, 
the older portion of the city, which is filled with narrow streets, 
similar to the older portion of Boston, you don’t find the obstruc- 
tions that you find in the narrow streets of Boston. It is now 
some three years since the commission ordered the overhead wires 
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out of the city of New York down, in what you would call the con- 
gested portion of the city, and I am told by reliable authority — 
of course we all understand that the question of going into these 
subways is one of expense, and that it is the first expense that the 
electrical companies are opposed to— I am told that during the 
last year the cost of maintenance in the subway in New York was 
25 per cent. of what it was under the overhead construction, a 
saving of 75 per cent. Am I going outside of the limit of the 
investigation ? 

@. Not at all, sir. That is what we are after. Speak your 
mind freely. 

A. Of course, the electric companies pay a large rental in the 
way of roof rental. The building which I occupy the New England 
Telephone Company pays a rental on for the roof occupancy. Of 
course, that amount might be saved, so that in a great many ways 
it is a question of debit and credit with the electrical interests, a 
question largely of how to meet the first expense. - But I am also 
informed, from a reliable source, that it is not impossible to put the 
feed wires of the trolley system under ground, so that they would 
come up to a switch-box where any person of ordinary intelligence 
can cut out section after section, so that when your firemen come, 
all they would have would be the trolley wire and the guard wire. 
When your firemen go to a fire they can go to one of these switch- 
boxes, which I believe is found upon every 5, 6, or 7 posts, and 
simply turn the switch, the same as the electrical elevator in the 
building I occupy is turned off every night and on every morning 
by the janitor, a very simple duty. Your guard wire is actually 
dead, and your trolley wire would then become dead. Any one 
could cut it out, and you would have free and unobstructed course 
to the buildings which you desired to protect, or those where you 
desired to extinguish fires. Now, in the city of Boston we have 
trolley wires everywhere, almost. I don’t think there is one in 
’Change avenue, but there might be. But it seems to me that the 
difficulties which the Fire Department labors under to-day are in a 
great measure those which arise in connection with privileges which 
the city of Boston, — that is, the two branches represented by the 
committee which is here now — have granted to companies in cer- 
tain directions. Of course, it is a well-grounded system, and you 
cannot disturb capital; you cannot disturb invested interests in a 
moment. If you have given privileges for the West End road to 
run their trolley system through their narrow streets and down 
through the congested portion of the city, you cannot cure that 
evil at a moment’s notice. But certainly my belief is that if the 
city government, in connection with appropriate legislation, if 
necessary, from the State House, could bring about the under- 
ground system which our Rapid Transit Committee, which has 
just returned from Chicago, Detroit, and other western cities, 
found there, you would find a great many of the obstacles which 
the firemen are now obliged to encounter removed, and would find 
that it would be a great benefit to the working facilities of the de- 
partment, for I believe that under proper conditions, giving them 
a fair chance, there is no department in the United States that can 
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outdo the Fire Department of the city of Boston. I await any 
question now, Mr. Chairman. 

@. I don’t know that there are many questions I want to ask. 
Probably some of the members of the committee may. I would, 
however, like to ask one or two questions, Mr. Holden. ‘Then 
you believe the introducton of electricity as a lighting factor 
and motive power has increased the hazard of fire risks in Boston ? 

A. No question of it, sir. 

@. And that undoubtedly a reason for the advance in rates is 
owing to the number of wires? ‘That is undoubtedly a reason for 
the advance in rates, proposed lately by the underwriters ? 

A. It certainly should be, sir. 

@. In some portions of Boston? 

A. It certainly should be. If the risk is increased, we certainly 
ought to have an increase of rate. 

@. Have you ever, Mr. Holden, made any study at all or 
looked into the matter of how money was expended by the Fire 
Department or the Commissioners? 

A. I have not; no, sir. 

@. Have not? 

A. No, sir; neither have I made any study of the way in 
which a fire should be fought. ‘That is not within my province, 
and I have not given any study to it at all. I simply look at 
these matters in the way which I believe leads up to the inability 
of a well-organized department to act up to its full capacity and 
its full ability. 

Q. Believing that the department has the ability if these ob- 
structions were removed ? 

A. I believe it has, sir, as much as any department in the 
United States. The losses which occurred in January — shall I 
speak about them? 

@. Certainly; go right along, Mr. Holden. 

A. The losses which occurred in January were a part of what 
occurred all over the country. ‘The average loss in January in 
previous vears, all over the country, had been from eleven to 
twelve million dollars; but in January, 18938, the amount crept up 
to seventeen million dollars. Well, now, you see that excess was 
not chargeable wholly to Boston. It was all over the country the 
same way, undoubtedly owing to the excessive cold weather, in 
which furnaces and stoves were kept going, and in which the care 
of the same by employees was such that they were not carefully 
guarded ; so that the loss in January, 1893, in the United States 
was larger than it had ever been before for the corresponding 
January of any year since the record of fires has been kept by 
the ‘‘ Commercial Bulletin,” of New York, which makes a spec- 
ialty of tabulating, the fires of the United States. I believe there 
are some things which might be taken charge of by the city 
government, whereby more arbitrary regulations could be made, 
in which the buildings — 

@. Well, right there, will you kindly suggest what, Mr. 
Holden? We want to get the fullest expression of opinion, so 
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that we may come to conclusions and act upon the evidence 
submitted. 

A. In which the buildings of the city of Boston might be more 
free from rubbish and from dirt than they are at the present time. 
I don’t think there is sufficient provision in that direction. I 
don’t know what the law or ordinance may be in regard to the 
receptacles for ashes and things of that kind. I don’t know what 
the law may be; but I simply say that a great many of the fires 
which occur are on account of the uncleanly condition of build- 
ings, and the manner in which rubbish and hazardous material is 
taken care of. And it certainly is not in the interest of the city 
of Boston, nor of the citizens of Boston, nor in the interest of our 
tax-list, that there should be inefficiency, or that there should be 
slovenliness in regard to the care of buildings which will cause an 
increase of our fire hazard. I wanted to say one word, Mr. 
Chairman, in regard to our Fire Department, and that was that 
after I returned from the fire to my office on the morning of the 
Hecht fire, there was a great feeling of relief when we heard 
that the department was able to confine the fire to the buildings 
which were then exposed to the elements. I say that to the 
credit of the department. When we left there there was a great 
uncertainty whether they would be able to control it, but when 
we heard they would be able to control it, we felt very much 
relieved. 

@. Do you believe, Mr. Holden, that there should be any 
legislation, or have you any suggestion to make, as to the area 
of buildings, under the building laws? 

A. No, sir; I have not. Those matters will be gone into by 
other witnesses, who will undoubtedly come before you, and there 
is no necessity of my doing it. ‘There is no question but what the 
area is too large —too large in our city, and too large in other 
cities. 

(). Have you at any time had occasion to call on the Fire 
Commissioners, in relation to reports that had been made by your 
inspectors, yourself? 

A. No, sir; I have not. 

(). Has any complaint ever been made to you by your inspec- 
tors, as to any negligence on the part of the department, or any 
department of the city; that is, the Inspection of Buildings 
Department or the Fire Department? 

A. No, sir; there never has. 

@. You, I suppose, have to employ your own inspectors, or is 
that done by the general board. 

A. That is done by the Board, sir, that we form — the inspec- 
tion is done by the Board. 

(@. And I suppose you have had many interviews with the 
inspectors who are employed by the Board. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Well, now, what is the capacity of the men employed in 
inspecting the buildings which you insure, from your own observa- 
tion? 
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A. I think it is fully adequate, sir, for the duty for which they 
are employed. 

@. Could better men be employed, if higher wages were paid, 
— higher salaries. 

A. No, I think the present inspectors on the force would be 
willing to receive a large salary; but I don’t think they would do 
any better duty. You would get no better service. 

@. Did you have any insurance on the Hecht building? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Well, have you had a return of what the salvage on the 
wool has been. 

A. Not vet, sir; but I have heard it stated that there never 
was yet so large a possible loss where there was so large a salvage 
— that is, so small a loss to the companies — in any fire, a record 
of which has been kept. 

_ @. Were you at the fire in the morning? 

A. IJ was there, sir, not very early; but I was there. 

Q. Well, after the first, second or third alarm? 

A. I was there after the third alarm. 

@. Had you heard any comments made as to the fire in the Con- 
stant building that morning? 

A. No, sir; I did not. I will only say in connection with this 
matter, speaking about compelling greater cleanliness in buildings, 
and having a more strict enforcement of our laws about rubbish 
and so on, that the city of Nashville has recently been subjected 
to a great many fires there. They have therefore made a more 
strict enforcement of the laws, and have enacted further laws in 
regard to that matter, and the ratio of loss has been materially 
reduced thereby. In regard to the January loss, it. has been, of 
course, very alarming to capital. One of my own companies 
notified me that on the first day of February, I must cease writing 
any risks for them, as from the January loss they could not hope 
for any possible profit from the city of Boston. Of course, those 
things interest us as residents and taxpayers of the city of Bos- 
ton, and we would like to have some way in which they might be 
remedied. 

@. And that is what this inquiry is trying to get at, sir; just 
that. I want to ask you one question, Mr. Holden. In our or- 
dinance, covering prohibitions and penalties, chapter 43, in section 
17, there is the following provision: ‘‘ No person shall place or 
keep, in or near any building, ashes or cinders, in such a manner 
as to be liable to cause fire, nor mix them with other substances, 
nor place or keep them except in metallic vessels, so placed as to 
be easily removed.” Now, would you suggest any amendment to 
that? 

_ A. No, I would not suggest any amendment. But what I mean 
to say is this, that I don’t doubt it has been the experience of 
almost every gentleman who is in this room, that in passing in and 
out of mercantile buildings we have seen boxes — dry-goods - 
boxes, boxes made of pasteboard— that have been filled with 
the rubbish and sweepings of the various rooms, and placed in a 
hall-way, where it is a constant hazard. I believe, that if through 
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the police or through any patrol system that may be had, what- 
ever it may be, a more careful watch were kept in regard to how 
our buildings were cared for in respect to this refuse and waste, 
etc., the ratio of loss to the city of Boston would be materially 
reduced. 

@. That is, a more thorough inspection ? 

A. A more thorough inspection by the city, as well as by the 
Board of Underwriters. 

Both combined? 

Both combined. 

And acting jointly? 

Acting jointly. 

Is there any member of the committee who desires to ask 
Mr. Holden any questions? (Noresponse.) Is there any gentle- 
man present who desires to ask Mr. Holden any question? (No 
response.) Thank you, Mr. Holden, for coming to the hearing 
as you have. 

A. I want to say, Mr. Chairman, that having signed the peti- 
tion, I feel that it would be discourtesy on my part not to attend 
the hearing. 

Clerk Brawley proceeded to call the following additional names 
of firms notified to be present, or to be represented at the hearing : 
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Statement by Epmunp BripeGe. 


(By the CHatrMAN.) Your full name, please? 
Edmund Bridge. 

And your business is what, Mr. Bridge? 

In the hay business. 

. You have furnished to the Fire Department some merchan- 
dise, some hay, have you not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

(). I want you to tell the committee, Mr. Bridge, as to the 
quality of hay that you have furnished to the department, as to 
the price paid, and in a general way to make a general statement 
in regard to all the business transacted, as between the purchasing 
agent of the Fire Department and yourself? 

A. Well, as regards the quality, they buy the best coarse hay. 
It is left out to bids, you know, every month, and the lowest 
bidder gets the contract. We get it some months, and other 
dealers will get it some other months. This month some other 
firm got it; we got it last month. They have the privilege of 
throiwng out any hay that is not up in quality. That is about all 
there is to it. 

@. I understand you, then, to say that they advertise every 
month for bids? 

A. Advertise every month for bids, yes, sir; that is, don’t do 
it in the papers; but send around notices. 

Q. To all the prominent merchants in that line of business. 

A, Yes, SIF. 

@. Last month you had it? 

A. Yes, sir; last month we had it. 
Q 
A 
Q 
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. What was the price paid? 
Seventeen dollars, I think, last month. 
. For the first quality of hay? 
A. Yes, sir; best coarse hay. Anything they didn’t think was 
up to standard they could throw out. 
@. Now, you consider, as a merchant of Boston, that that 
method of doing business is strictly business-like? 
A. I think they have got their hay as low as they could possibly 
get it any way. There was a great deal of competition for it. 
@. You don’t know any other method that could be adopted 
for the best interests of the city? 
A. No, I think that was as well as could be done. 
Q. (By Mr. Roprnson.) You do your own teaming? 
A. Wedo; yes, sir. 
@. What do the specifications call for, eastern hay? 
A. Generally the best coarse eastern hay. 
The clerk called the following additional names of those who 
had been notified to appear: 
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The Cuatrman. —Is the Fire Marshal of the city of Boston, 
Mr. Whitcomb, in the room? (No response.) Is there any 
representative of the Woven Hose Company present? (No 
response. ) 

The clerk read the following letter : 


234 Hancock sTREET, Quincy, Mass., March 3, 1893. 
James L. Hitnarp, Clerk Committee: 
Dear Sir: Your notice of meeting (hearing) of Committee on Manage- 
ment of the Fire Department reached me at my home to-day. 
I am unable to be present, by reason of an attack of inflammatory rheuma- 
tism. 
Regretting this exceedingly, I am, 
Very truly yours, 
Cuas. H. Porter. 


(Alderman Froop in the chair.) 


Statement by Crry ENGINEER, WILLIAM JACKSON. 


(By the Cuarr). Your nathe is William Jackson? 
Yes,.sir. 

City Engineer of Boston? 

Yes, sir. 


How long have you held that position? 

Seven years. 

One of the witnesses, Mr. Osborn Howes, Jr., Secretary of 
the Board of Underwriters, in the course of the examination when 
he was on the stand the other day, made some reference in regard 
to the water-service of the city of Boston, in regard to the pipes, 
the pressure, etc., making special mention of the North End; 
that is, in some places that the pipes were not of the size or, in 
his opinion, the quality, etc., to furnish enough water to the Fire 
Department to take care of a fire if it took place in that section. 
I want you to tell the committee, from your experience in your 
position, what you know about the water-service of the city of 
Boston, as to its pressure and as to its availability to cope with 
any fire that may take place in any section of the city. 

A. In the old part of Boston some of the pipes when they were 
first laid were smaller, in fact, were very much smaller than would 
be required at the present time, and in almost all the entire older 
part of the city those old pipes have been relaid from time to 
time. At the North End, I think with the exception of Cross 
street, the relaying has practically been done, and that street will 
be done this year. There are some small streets, some courts, 
where possibly there may be need of relaying the pipes, and possi- 
bly not —I don’t know about that—but as regards the main 
streets of the North End I think Cross street is the only one that 
remains to be relaid. 

@. Then, we understand you to say, in regard to the North End 
of the city, that when the pipes were laid originally they were 
small; but since then the pipes have all been relaid with larger 


pipes? 
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A. They have been relaid, or larger pipes have been laid 
through the streets. 

@. And the only prominent street down in that section now 
where that has not been done is Cross street? 

A. That is the only one; the only street of any importance, 
where the pipes are not large enough, and that pipe will be laid 
this year. I believe the order was given some time ago to the 
Board to relay it. 

(). There are a few small, narrow streets that have not been 
attended to yet? 

A. There are a few. 

Q. Very few? 

A. Very few, indeed, and the Board have made it a practice 
for the last ten or fifteen years to relay every year the streets 
where there was the most danger, and have been relaying as fast 
as they could. The work of relaying old mains throughout the 
city has been carried on as fast as possible, and the Board is en- 
gaged in extending mains as fast as it can in the outlying dis- 
tricts. 

@. Well, making a general statement, they are carrying on this 
work all over the city? 

A. All over the city. 

@. There is not any part of the city which, to your knowledge, 
is not taken care of in that respect? 

A. No part of the city that has not been taken care of in that 
respect. 

@. Have there been many reports called to your attention dur- 
ing all this time, or any reports at all, by the Fire Commissioners 
in regard to the inadequate amount of water that was in any sec- 
tion of the city? 

A. They, from time to time, as a place builds up or changes in 
character, call our attention to it, and we are allof the time on the 
lookout ourselves for that very thing. Of course, take a place 
like the North End, you might take some places there now which 
are very well served at the present time, but the character of the 
buildings may change next year, and if they did so in any large 
part of that section, or on any street, it might be necessary to put 
in larger pipes. That is going on all the time, and the pipe sys- 
tem has to be changed to meet the conditions as they change. 

@. As to the high and low services that now exists in the city? 

-A. High and low service in the city is turned on in the district 
between Boylston, Tremont, Washington, and Court streets, and 
has been extended down through the business parts of the city 
for the introduction of stand-pipes and fire protection in buildings 
in those parts; that is, in the business part of the city, between 
Washington street and the wharves, there are two sets of pipes, 
the high-service pipes which are used to supply the stand-pipes, 
and inside service for buildings, and the low-service pipes, which 
supply the hydrants for the steam fire engines in the streets. 

Q. (By Mr. Rosryson.) How many engines, should you say, 
from a six-inch pipe, could be supplied with a twelve-inch main? 
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A. That depends how near the pipe is to the main, and whether 
it is supplied from more than one end or not. 

Q. Well, take it in the Norfolk District of Dorchester, where 
the twelve-inch main ends? 

A. I should have to see the pipe. 

@. You could not tell from your head, offhand ? 

A. Not from my head; no, sir. We have the plans made 
which show the capacity of the pipe system all over Boston, and 
if the committee would like to see those I can send for them. 
They vary from one engine on the end of long mains to fifteen or 
sixteen in different parts of the city. 

@. There ought to be no difficulty in one engine getting enough 
water out there? 

A. No, sir; or in any part of Boston. 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) On the day of that fire, the Hecht fire, 
Mr. Jackson, what was the comparison with other times at about 
that season of the year of the amount of water that was stored in 
the basins? Were the basins full, I mean back in the country? 

A. Well, that would not matter in regard to the use of the fire 
apparatus at all. 

@. It has no effect on the pressure of water coming to Boston 
from thirty miles back ? 

A. No effect at all. 

@. It hasn’t any, whatever? 

A. No. The amount of water used for the largest fire we 
would have is a comparatively small matter. 

Q. (By Mr. O’Brien.) Do you know, Mr. Jackson, whether 
the mains in Tileston and Charter streets have been relaid ? 

A. I could not tell you without referring to the records 

@. Well, when you say the streets in the North End, the prin- 
cipal streets, with the exception of Cross street, have been relaid 
with new pipe, you mean as far as you know from general knowl- 
edge, without specific knowledge ? 

A. Yes, sir; general knowledge. If you would like to see what 
the capacity for fire protection is in that district I will send for 
the plans and the plans will show on the face of them. 

(Chairman Lre in the chair.) 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) We have how maay water elevators 
used in our city? 

A. I could not tell you. 

@. Are not there from seventy-five to one hundred? 

A. There might be more. 

(). Suppose there were seventy-five of those elevators and a 
fire should break out in the morning at about eight o’clock, at the 
time when those elevators were to be used, what effect would it 
have on the system, the pressure ? 

A. The head would be lessened in the district where they would 
be used. 

Q. In the district where the fire is? 

Piers’ ea: "Sir. 

@. Then, that would be a detriment to the Fire Department 
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working properly at a great fire, when the power of the water, the 
head, is reduced by the hydraulic elevators? 

A. Certainly. 

Q. (By the Cuarrman.) The laying of water mains comes di- 
rectly under your charge? 

a el OS, Sit. 

@. And you say that Cross street is about the only main 
thoroughfare at the North End where you would recommend in- 
creasing the size of the pipes. 

A. I think so. I think Cross street is the only one I know of 
now where there is any need of new pipes being laid. 

@. (By Commissioner Murrny.) Mr. Jackson, I would like 
to have you tell the committee in regard to that system that was 
placed down in the business section of the city after the Thanks- 
giving day fire — first, as to its expense, and, next, as to what 
extent it has been used by the buildings bordering the streets 
where the system was placed, the piping put in the streets? 

A. The pipe system has been laid, not entirely as desired, but 
has been laid as fast as has been called for, and has not been put 
to nearly as great use as was expected at the time it was put in. 
How many calls have been made on you for the system? 

I could not tell vou without referring to the records. 

You do not recall it off-hand ? 

No, sir. 

Has it been large? 

No, sir; it has not. 

Very small? 

Comparatively small. 

One other question, Mr. Jackson. Do you remember on 
the request of the Fire Commissioners some time ago furnishing us 
with maps of all the water system, showing the number of engines 
that could be utilized in all the streets, for the use of our district 
chiefs ? 

A. Yes. - 

@Q. We would like to get your opinion as an engineer as to the 
power exercised by a large heated area in a building , what power 
it possesses for scattering fire into the next building? 

A. Well, I think it is a question of fact that when fires burn 
in a building so as to generate a certain amount of heat, any body 
of air that is brought in contact with that heat enough to be 
warmed up to the same temperature will cause any wooden struct- 
ure or anything like that to ignite at once when it strikes it. 

@. Well, at what temperature? 

A. I could not tell you exactly. I think that is a question of 
fire science, and I have not sufficiently examined the subject. 

@. What would you think of glass windows without shutters? 

A. I should think they would “be pretty apt to go like dust. 

@. At what distance? 

A. Well, as far as the gas would be carried. Gas as warm as 
that might be picked up in a body and thrown. 

Q. Then there would not be any trouble about its jumping ten 
or twenty feet? 


= ORORORORS 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 109 


A. No, sir. 

@. And you don’t think there would be any trouble about its 
jumping thirty or forty feet? 

A. No, sir. 

@. You say that as an engineer? 

A. Yes, sir; I think the great Boston fire illustrated that very 
well, when the hot gas left one side of the street and set roofs on 
fire across the street. 

@. (By Mr. Damretu.) Is there any reason, Mr. Jackson, 
why it would not leap two hundred feet? 

A. I don’t think there is any reason. It has got to be kept 
together, that is all, and confined, and then it can be thrown. 

. (By Commissioner Murpuy.) at a fire in New York in 
1887, when the New York Central Elevators were burned, a fire 
started from one grain elevator, jumped four hundred feet and 
set another elevator afire. What would you say as to that? 

A. I should not be suprised if it had. I don’t know about 
that. 

The Chairman asked if petitioners were present as follows: 

Anybody representing the underwriters who signed this petition. 
(No response.) 

Anybody representing the Woven Hose Co. (No response.) 

Any person representing any of the merchants who signed 
the petitions? (No response.) 

Anybody representing the Real Estate and Auction Board? 
(No response. ) 

The Cuarrman. — I want to read a letter to the committee that 
I think ought to be made a part of the official record here. It is 
as follows : 

Boston PROTECTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF PRESIDENT, 85 WATER Sr., Boston, 7th March, 1893. 
Jas. L. Hitiarp, Esa., Clerk of Committees, City Hall, Boston. 

My Dear Sir: [am just in receipt of your favor of even date, asking 
me, in behalf of the chairman of the Committee of Inquiry into the Fire De- 
partment, and of the Fire Commissioners, to direct the attendance of Super- 
intendent Abbott at their meeting this afternoon, in City Hall. I regret that 
it is impossible for me to comply with your instructions, as it has been a rule 
of the department for a long time that no officer or member should attend as 
a witness without the approval of the Board of Directors, except, of course, 
in cases where a regular judicial summons is issued. There has been no 
meeting of the Board since this committee was appointed, and there is not 
time to call a special one in season for the meeting this afternoon. I will 
lay the matter before the Board at their regular meeting at 11 o’clock to- 
morrow morning, and promptly advise you of their decision. While I have 
personally felt that for obvious reasons it was inadvisable for this depart- 
ment to be involved in the present inquiry, I beg you will assure the com- 
mittee and Fire Commissioners, that had I the authority I should waive my 
personal feelings in the matter and instruct the superintendent to be present 
at the meeting this afternoon. 

Yours very truly, 
GrorGhr P. FIep. 


This letter is signed by George P. Field, President of the Bos- 
ton Protective Department. All members of the Protective De- 
partment, as I understand it, under statute law must be approved 
by the Board of Fire Commissioners, and are part and parcel of 
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the City Government. I think it isthigh time that we found out 
whether we are going to have them here or not. If not, it is about 
time for the Fire Commissioners to rescind or revoke their ap- 
proval of such people as that, if we cannot get them to attend 
here. I now instruct the clerk to summons Mr. Abbott to appear 
here at our next meeting.. I think Mr. Shuman, being a city offi- 
cial and being notified to appear before a special committee of the 
City Council, should be present here. I think he would be justi- 
fied in doing it, and I also instruct the clerk to write to him, being 
a city official, and being desired to appear before this committee, 
requesting him to appear, as any city official should under the ordi- 
nance appear before any committee of the City Council when his 
presence is desired. Are there any other persons here who have 
been notified to appear before the committee? (No response. ) 


Statement by B. F. FLANDERS. 


(By the CuarrMan.) What is your full name, sir? 

B. F. Flanders. 

And you are a member of the Fire Department? 

ese sit. 

And the position you hold is what, sir? 

Inspector of wires. 

And Superintendent or? is that title cut off? 

Inspector covers the whole. I have chargeof the inspection 
of all the fire-alarm wires of the city of Boston. 

@. You have charge of the fire-alarm wires? 

A. Under the direction of the Fire Commissioners. 

@. Certainly —we understand that, sir. Now, what is the 
condition, Mr. Flanders, of your fire-alarm system to-day? 

A. Very good, indeed, —in first-class order. 

@. Were you here the other day when Mr. Osborne Howes 
testified ? 

A. I was. 

@. Do you call to mind his statements in relation to our fire- 
alarm system? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q@. Well, now, without questioning you on that, will you go on 
and state in regard to that matter to the committee? 

A. In regard to what he had to say? 

-Q. Yes, in reply to that. 

A. I don’t know wherein he possessed knowledge upon which 
he could base any such statement as he made here. He made no 
specific charge except in a general way. I don’t know of any part 
of the fire-alarm department which at the present time is not 
equal to any department in any city in the United States. I have 
made many complaints myself to the Board of Fire Commissioners 
in regard to the location, which I consider very dangerous. 

@. Isn’t that being remedied now? 

A. Yes, sir; as I understand, they are building a new build- 
ing. 

@. Well, you know they are? 
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A. Yes, sir; I know they dre, and that the fire-alarm depart- 
ment will be transferred or that there will be a new equipment 
when the building is complete. ‘The present system, as used now 
in the present hall, it will be almost an impossibility, or it will be 
impracticable, to change to any other location outside of this 
building, unless you build a building for that purpose, which is 
being done, as it is necessary to maintain for the full twenty-four 
hours in the day every part of the system intact. You could not 
take the machinery that is now located here and transfer it to 
another place. It would have to be duplicated. 

(. Are any improvements being made in the system which you 
are going to put into the new building? 

A. My intention, and I think the commissioners coincide with 
my views in relation to the matter, is to make several changes. 
These changes will consist of things which have never been intro- 
duced anywhere else to my knowledge. 

@. Well, what do you mean by that? Something of your own 
invention ? 

A. Partially so. 

@. Has there been any delay caused during the last year by 
the working of your present system that you know of? 

A. I think not, sir: none that I know of. 

Would complaints come to you if there had been? 

They would be likely to. I am pretty sure they would. 
And you know of none? 

There has been one instance in which there was a delay in 
regard to sending out a second alarm of fire, but I am inclined to 
think from an investigation which I have made that it was no fault 
of the department itself. It was the fault of the person at the 
fire. 

@. Well, who was at the fire —any person connected with the 
department ? 

A. Yes, sir; it was the custom in this department that the 
battalion chief should have messengers, who are supposed to learn 
the art of telegraphy to that extent that they are able to operate 
at any of our boxes, and communicate with the fire-alarm office in 
case any inessage is desired to be sent; and in this particular in- 
stance —_I have reference to a second-alarm fire, a box 51 fire on 
Congress-street extension, where the first alarm was given, re- 
ceived, and sounded in due form, — when the second alarm was 
ordered, instead of complying with orders, as this messenger is 
supposed to do, he undertook to telegraph a message instead of 
puliing the box, which the directions call for, and which he failed 
to do. That is the only instance I recall where there has been 
any delay. I think that was only the fault of the man at the box 
in not complying with the rules and regulations of the Fire De- 
partment. 

@. Is that is the only time you know of that having occurred 
within the past ten years and a half? 

A. It is the only time I can recall to mind at the present time, 
sir. 

Q. Is the same messenger now employed in the department ? 
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A. That question I cannot answer, sir. I had no control of the 
messenger. That matter is under the Board of Fire Commis- 
sioners. 

@. Well, you knew who the messenger was at that time? 

A. I found out, yes, sir, at that time. 

@. Well, he was not discharged? 

A. Probably the Fire Commissioners could answer that question 
better than I could. They investigated the matter. 

Q. Well, we will have them on the stand afterwards, and find 
out what they know. We desire to find out now what you know. 

A. I don’t know whether the man is employed now or not. 

@. Well, we will leave it there, then. Now, you are the In- 
spector of Wires, also? 

PAS MES 5) SIT? 

@. What is the percentage of dead wires that are overhead — 
do you know? 

A. I think the percentage is very small at the present time. I 
don’t think there is anywhere near ten per cent., — I don’t think 
there is eight per cent. 

@. Well, your department was first [organized in 1891, was it 
not? 

ia, 1590; 

@. And went into effect in 1891 — the appropriation was made 
in 1891? 

ab Ma beh EE 

@. At that time what was the percentage of dead wires that 
were overhead ? 

A. I should think one-third; nearly that. 

@. Wasn’t it more? 

A. Well, I think it would exceed one-third; but a great many 
of the companies upon the formation of the department took down 
a great many of their wires rather than have them removed by 
other parties. 

@. Now, Mr. Flanders, how many miles of wire have you taken 
down? 

A. I don’t know without referring to my books how many. 
We have taken down quite a number of hundred miles. Our 
records in the office will show the exact amount, or very close to 
the amount, that has been taken down. We have some four men 
that are almost constantly employed in removing dead wires. The 
laws are such that a wire can be virtually dead and still we cannot 
trouble it. To us it is still a live wire. 

@. Well, you believe the law is defective, so far as the working 
of your department is concerned ? 

A. To some extent, yes, sir; to a great extent. 

Q. Well, to what extent? 

A. The law recognizes the fact that a wire is dead when it is 
not properly tagged. If itis tagged by the company that owns 
it, I don’t know of any law whereby we can disturb it or take it 
down ; but if it is a live wire, in use, if it is not tagged by the 
owners on each insulator, it can be considered a dead wire by our 
department and removed by us. 
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@. If it is a dead wire it must be tagged? 

A. No, sir; if it is tagged it is considered a live wire and can- 
not be touched. They can hold the wire on their territory in spite 
of us, provided it is tagged. 

Q. By putting a tag on it? 

A. Yes, sir; and we have no means of knowing it is not a live 
wire then. 

@. Well, how many miles of dead wires should you say are now 
overhead? Should you say ten per cent. at the present time? 

A. Yes, sir; I should judge about that. In many instances 
companies using wires throughout the city overhead and who have 
occasion to abandon their instruments in a certain building, instead 
of straightening their line if there are others on it, simply close it 
outside the building and perhaps put a cross on it to go back on. 
My impression is that those lopped wires should be removed, but 
I have no power to remove them. 

@. It requires legislation for that? 

A. Yes, sir; I think a communication is now in the hands of 
the commissioners, or has been carried farther, that has been sub- 
mitted by me to the Board requesting that there be a revision to 
a certain extent in regard to the law covering the inspection of 
wires. 

@. Do you know whether there has been any effort made to 
apply to the legislature for an amendment to the law? 

A. I don’t know that there has.. It is presumable on my part 
that the Board of Fire Commissioners have made such an appli- 
cation. 

@. Are you now engaged in taking down the remaining ten per 
cent. of dead wires? 


May 68, RIF! 

@. Your department is? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Were you at the fire in the Hecht Building? 

A. I was. 

@. At what time-did you get there? 

A. I started on the second alarm. I think it must have been 


nearly a quarter of nine — twenty minutes to a quarter of nine — 
when I arrived on the ground. 

@. What was the condition of the building and the surround- 
ings when you arrived? 

A. Well, I came up on the eastern side of the fire—came 
through Essex street, from Washington through Essex, and went 
into the passageway off South street on the east side of the 
building. T[hadn’t been there more than half a minute when the 
eastern wall fell, at the time when the man was killed and several 
were thrown off the roof. The building then was a solid mass of 
fire. 

@. That is, the Hecht Building? 

A; Yes, sir. 

@. And the wall fell in this area that you have heard so much 
talk about? 

A, No, sir; that was on the other side of the fire —I think 
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that was on the west side, the one that there has been so much 
controversy about. ‘This was on the east side. 

@). Was the Constant Building on fire when you arrived? 

A. IJ could not tell you, sir. I didn’t come on that side of the 
fire for something like twenty minutes to half an hour after 
arriving there. I immediately went to Federal street after arriv- 
ing — this court on the south-east. 

@. You have been connected with the Fire Department for how 
many years? 

A. Ihave been connected with the Boston Fire Departmeut 
since 1864, I think March 1, 1864. 

@. Well, what did you consider that the management of that 
fire that morning was? 

A. I considered that the management, so far as my observation 
extended, was good. 

Q. Could anything have been done more than was done by the 
department that morning ? : 

A. Not that I know of. 

@. Were the wires strung along the street shane any obstacle to 
the working of the department ? 

A. I think they were to a certain extent. 

@. Well, to how great an extent? 

A. An obstruction so far as raising ladders at the front of the 
building was concerned. I hardly think it was practicable to put 
ladders on the front at the time I arrived on the ground — the 
front side. My impression is that there were some ninety wires 
running in front of the building. 

@. How many? 

A. About ninety — very nearly that. I have endeavored to 
ascertain that fact for my own gratification, and I think the 
report made to me was that there were ninety wires of various 
kinds. 

@. Well, Mr. Flanders, what was the character of the wires 
that were there? 

A. Well, they were used for various purposes — telephone, 
telegraph, electric-light, both high and low tension (that is, in- 
candescent and arc lighting,) and commercial telegraph and tele- 
phone. There were no fire-alarm wires in front of the building. 
The fire-alarm wires, some eleven or twelve, were on top. 

@. Did the West End feed wires run along there? 

- A. Yes, sir. 

@. What was the percentage of electric-light wires that were 
on there? 

A. Well, I think there were something like twenty electric- 
light wires running along there. Iam not prepared to state the 
exact number; but I think many of them were not in order. 
They were about removing them, those belonging to the Edison 
Company. The Boston Electric Light Company had wires there 
that were in use. The Edison Company, I think, had no more 
than one or two in use, and they were about taking ‘them down. 

Q. And the greatest amount of danger, I suppose, would come 
from electric-light and trolley wires—feed wires? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

@. More than would come from telephone, telegraph, or other 
commercial wires ? 

Yes, sir; the danger comes from the extreme current in the 
high and low potential wires. If it came in contact with a person 
and he was in contact with the earth it would be pretty likely to 
knoek him down, if not to kill him. I was knocked over there in 
front of the building myself by a current coming from a wire in 
endeavoring to remove it from the front of the building. 

@. How high are the wires over the street, taking the minimum 
wires and the maximum wires, taking the average? 

A. I think the law requires that no wire shall be less than 
twenty feet above the street. 

@. Well, that has been passed lately, within a couple of years? 

A. I think the poles there were about sixty-five feet high, and the 
wires came down within twenty or twenty-five feet of the ground. 

@. How close were they to the building? 

A. Well, I should think some of them would come within five or 
six feet from the extreme end of the arms on the side of the pole 
next to the building. 

@. Well, that must be a great obstruction, I suppose, to the 
placing of a ladder up against the building? 


From your own experience? 
Yes, sir; I know that my men who go to cut these wires 
are afraid of them. They don’t care to touch them until they get 
properly equipped to handle them. 

@. Now, Mr. Flanders, would the placing of those wires under- 
ground have any serious effect upon the people who own them? 
That is to say, would they get the same results, the same amount 
of work out of them, underground as they would overhead? 

A. Well, it is my impression in the matter of placing wires 
underground that the problem has been solved, that they can be 
placed there. I think at the present time it is a matter of expense, 
the question being whether it can be done within a proper limit of 
expense. Thatis a question that I am not prepared to answer. 
I think they can be placed underground and work satisfactorily, 
without a doubt. 

@. Do you believe, then, that it is only a question of expense 
to the companies to have them placed underground? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q@. That their workings would not be impaired? 

A. I think not. 

@. Have you visited any of the other large cities of the 
country ? 

Aw Yes; sir. 


A.. Yes, sir. 

@. Firemen have some dread of those wires as a general rule? 
A. I think they have; yes, sir. 

@. Well, you are positive of that? 

A CY ess) sir 

@. You know they have? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q). 
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@). What is the condition of the other cities, compared with 
Boston, with reference to overhead wires? 

A. I think we have got a larger amount of overhead wires 
than almost any other city that I have ever visited. 

Q. Well, what cities in particular? 

A. New York, Philadelphia, Pittsburg, Chicago — in Chicago, 
in the commercial part of the city, the wires are almost entirely 
underground. Philadelphia has got quite a large amount of the 
wires in the centre of the city underground, although some of these 
other cities, like Philadelphia. are very much better situated for 
having the wires overhead than the city of Boston is. The streets 
are wider, and they can place poles in their streets and run their 
wires more on poles, while in the city of Boston poles are not 
allowed in the commercial part of the city and they put the wires 
on housetops, across the streets, over which nobody has any 
supervision —that is, the Department of Inspection of Wires 
does not. If anybody desires to put up a wire here in the city, 
they run it across a street, and unless they erect a pole or desire 
to erect a pole they put it there without saying anything to 
anyone. 

Q. You mean by that that if they get permission from the 
Board of Aldermen to string the wire, they do so? 

A. I take it that they do not ask permission from anybody. 

@. Do you know of any cases of that kind? 

A. I see them stringing wires almost every day, and I don’t 
think they ask permission from anybody. ‘That is, I don’t mean 
on poles — I mean from building to building — across streets. 

@. You mean some of the “corporation organized under poe 
laws of the Commonwealth ? 

A. Individuals and corporations, also. 

@. Can you cite any case where there is any individual string- 
ing any wires? 

A. I could give you lots of them within a few days, if you 
would like to have them. 

@. Are you aware that that is a violation of the standing 
regulations and the city ordinances? 

A. Yes, sir: 

@. Is it not your duty, when you find that there is a violation 
of the regulations or the ordinances, to notify the Board of Alder- 
men, or the Chief Executive, I will say? 

- A. I hardly think it is. 

@. Well, will you kindly furnish to the committee a list of any 
wires that you know have been strung by private parties in that 
way? Can you furnish a statement in regard to any such wires? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Well, I think the committee would be glad to have you do 
so. Are you now engaged in placing the wires, or any portion of 
the wires of the Fire Department, underground, Mr. Flanders? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In what section of Boston? 

A. Through what is known as the burnt district. 

@. About how many miles of wires will you have underground? 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. pba li 


A. About one hundred and ten miles are underground now, in 
conductors. 

(). You have one hundred and ten miles now? 

A. One hundred and ten miJes in conductors running through 
the burnt district from this building to the junction of Harrison 
avenue and Waltham street. 

@. And how many more miles do you propose to put in? 

A. That will depend on whether there is any appropriation 
made. I don’t know that there is any for this year. 

@. Then you don’t agree with Osborn Howes that your depart- 
ment gets all it wants, and more too? 

A. Well, hardly. 

@. What is the size of the conduits that your wires go through? 

‘A. ‘Threéeiinch. 

@. If an appropriation was made, could you put all the wires 
of the Fire Department underground? 

A. I should very much desire to see them put there. 

Q. Well, I say, could it be done if an appropriation sufficiently 
large were made? 

A. Well, I think that in many cases we should have to make 
our own conduits. In the greater part of the city, the commer- 
cial part, this side of Dover street, it would be practical to put 
them right in the ducts of other companies where we would have 
rights. 

@. You think if any corporations should ask to put their wires 
underground it would be possible to give them that privilege so 
that you might get in with yours? 

WA VY es, sir. 

Q. (By Mr. Rogrnson.) Do you ne how many fires have 
occurred in the past twelve months from defective wiring g, im- 
proper insulation ? 

A. The record in our office shows thirty-four that have been 
reported, and thirty-one to which we have assigned the cause 
‘*¢ from electric currents.” 

(). You examine them, so far as you are able with your present 
force of inspectors, to see whether there is proper wiring or not? 

A. Well, our force is divided. We have four men whose spe- 
cial business it is to look after the wiring inside of buildings that 
is to be used for lighting or power purposes. ‘The city is divided 
into sections. Each man has a section and makes a daily report 
of each building in his section where wiring is being done. 

@. What if you find imperfect insulation ? 

A. We have no power under the existing law to compel them 
to correct it. A report is made to us, and a copy of the com- 
plaint setting forth wherein the work is not properly done is sent 
to the party ‘doing the work or the owner of the building, with the 
request that it be “immediately attended to. 

@. Nothing mandatory in its language? 

A. No, sir; we merely request it to be changed, and to notify 
us if they have complied with our request. 

@. Well, you think it should be made compulsory ? 

A. I think so, yes. I think that the law should be made such 
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that they should not be allowed to put any current in a wire after 
it is installed in a building until after such time as it has been in- 
spected, a permit has been granted, and the insulation approved. 

@. What is the effect where there is a fire, and before the cur- 
rent is turned off, two wires strike together? 

A. It is pretty apt to make the fire fly some, to make a short 
circuit. 

@. Do you think some of the gas explosions have been started 
by that means”? 

A. There isn’t any question that it can be caused in that way. 
As arule, these wires are not placed near enough so as to form an 
are across, although if there is any metallic substance between 
the two and you have the two poles, negative and positive, it will 
certainly create an arc, unless the amount between is not sufficiently 
large to carry the current across between the lines. 

@. You think there should be some authority to compel them 
to act on your recommendations? 

A. Yes, sir; itis so in almost every other city in the country 
of any size. 

(By the CuairMAN.) Just one question: what is the ser- 
vice rendered by the wires you have underground now as compared 
with the overhead wires? 

A. I don’t think I feel prepared to answer that, Mr. Chairman, 
for this;reason, that the putting of the wires underground was not 
started by our department until the middle of the summer. That 
is, we didn’t commence to put them in until late in the fall, and- 
the wires have not been connected into the service as we would 
like to have them. ‘They are now being connected in and we can- 
not complete the job until the the ground opens. 

@. Theu, you don’t care to express an opinion until there has 
been a careful trial? 

A. I don’t care to. I have no doubt in my mind as to the 
success of them underground. ‘There isn’t a question about it; I 
haven’t a doubt about it. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpny.) Ithink I heard you say, cap- 
tain, to Councilman Robinson, that the one defect in the inspection 
law in connection with the inspection of wires bureau is the fact 
that our authority only extends as far as this point; we have a 
right to go and inspect wires and if we find any defects we have 
no right to make them correct those defects ? 

A. That is correct. 

@. In how many inspections that you make do you find defects ? 

A. Nearly all of them. 

Q. And who has inspected them before you inspected them ? 

A. The companies themselves, the companies that were furnish- 
ing the plant and furnishing the current. 

@. Anybody else? 

A. With regard to many companies in the city here they do 
their own wiring, although they admit of other people doing the 
wiring and then they will furnish the current; but where other 
parties do the wiring they require their own inspectors of the 
company to go and examine the work before they will turn the 


MANAGEMENT OF FirE DEPARTMENT. 119 


current on.. For instance, the Edison Company have a certain 
number of inspectors, and if a person has his building wired for a 
certain number of lights by an outside party, the Edison Company 
not doing the wiring but doing the lighting, before they will turn 
the current on, their inspector will come and make an examina- 
tion. His examination consists mostly of making a test with 
proper instruments for the purpose of seeing whether the line is 
clear. But the proper time to test those wires, in my opinion, is 
while they are being put in. Many wires are carried through 
walls, through ceilings and other places, and it is impossible to 
tell whether the work is being properly done or not unless they 
are watched at the time they are being placed there. After they 
are drawn through in the ceilings it is impossible to tell whether 
the wires are in contact with one another, until trouble comes 
from them; and as it is now we have no means to force them even 
to notify us when they are doing the work. We request them to 
do it and some companies do and some do not. 

@. Then virtually, as far as the law is concerned, the thing that 
was desired to be attained has not been attained ? 

A. Only partially. 

Q@. How partially? 

A. I[ think it might perhaps be put at fifty per cent. 

@. We are fifty percent. better off than we were before the law 
was passed ? 

A. Yes, sir; many companies in the city of Boston, many of 
the lighting companies, comply very promptly and graciously with 
the requirements of our department, notifying us of installations, 
and when we find wires that are not safe, as we consider, we 
notify them and they attend to it and notify us that the matter 
has been attended to. In other cases there is no notice taken of 
it whatever. 

@. Then in your judgment, if the Fire Department is expected 
to prevent fires from faulty wiring in buildings, the law must be 
materially changed? 

A. Decidedly changed. 

@. In other words, we must have the power to compel them to 
wire a building as we think is proper? 

we Yer; ein! 

@. In your description of the work that has been accomplished 
by our fire-alarm service since the change, let me see, — it is about 
a year and a half since the fire-alarm service came back under the 
Fire Department? 

A. About a year and a half. 

@. Will you just specify in detail the work that, with extra 
help, you have been endeavoring to accomplish ? 

A. In connection with the fire-alarm service? 

@. Yes, sir; building, service, ete. 

A. We have had several extra men at work in rebuilding and 
renewing the lines, improving them in various sections in the 
commercial part of the city. The work has been almost entirely 
in the commercial parts of the city, and in the majority of cases 
the lines have been rerun anew with the most modern wire that 
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has been known, a covered wire, and I think to-day the wiring in 
the fire-alarm service is as good as could possibly be, even if 
it were all run perfectly new. East Boston has been entirely re- 
built. Where there were three circuits the number has been made 
five; and in East Boston the wires have been run with a view to 
taking the bells and gongs from the circuits which the boxes were 
on and making an independent service of the two. ‘That also has 
been carried out in the heart of the city, the commercial part of 
the city, where new building has been going on. ‘There have been 
several new circuits added to the system the past year? 

@. Your instructions from the board of Fire Commissioners 
have been to increase the number of circuits, make them as large 
as possible, and to place all the boxes on circuits by themselves, 
and then the bells and gongs on circuits by themselves, so as to 
increase the efliciency of the service? 

A. Yes, sir; and so run the circuits that the boxes will alter- 
nate. What I mean is the first box you come to will be on No. 1 
circuit, and the next on No. 2 circuit, and so on. 

@. You have had everything you asked for from the Board 
within reason to bring about that desired result? 

A. I have, sir. The Board has codperated with me in regard 
to the working of the fire-alarm department to its utmost in every 
respect. 

@. You have also prepared the plans and specifications for the 
new fire-alarm service at headquarters ? 

A. I have, sir. 


Statement by Ropert GRANT. 


Q@. (By the Cuarrman.) Your name is Robert Grant? 

AAs het Oily 

@. You are chairman of the Board of Water Commissioners of 
the City of Boston? 

A. J am, sir. 

@. Were you present when Mr. Jackson, the city engineer, 
was examined by the committee? 

ASN OST. 

@. You were not present when Mr. Osborn Howes, Jr., secre- 
tary of the Board of Underwriters, in his testimony the other day 
made references to the North End of the city as in his opinion not 
being provided with the necessary mains, etc., to properly take 
care of that section of the city in case of a conflagration ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Will you please tell the committee as to what you intend to 
do or what exists down there at the present time, and what is the 
commission’s desire in the matter? 

A. The commissioners have given directions to have the main 
in Cross street relaid. It is at present a six-inch main, and it is 
to be laid as a twelve-inch main, and that has been included in 
the amount for relaying mains in the estimates for the present 
year. That is, in the opinion of the Board, the only serious in- 
stance where the remains are not sufficiently large, except in a 
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few streets which can be altered from time to time, —- unimportant 
streets. 

@. As regards other sections of the North End, how are they 
in regard to the size of the mains? 

A. I think that Cross street is the only important instance 
where mains are not sufficiently large. There area few other 
streets where the mains can be altered from year to year, but the 
relaying of the main in Cross street will remedy the difficulty at 
the North End. 

@. Well, in regard to these few other streets —does that sec- 
tion of the city suffer to any great extent because mains are not 
large ? 

A. I should say not. 

@. It is the intention of the commission to relay the mains in 
these other small streets just as soon as they can? 

A, Lay them just as soon as we have money enough. That is, 
we cannot spend more than a certain amount of money each year 
and we shall relay them as fast as possible. 

@. Is there any section of the city that is suffering for the 
want of larger mains or a larger supply of water? 

A. The Board has various changes in contemplation in the way 
of extending mains during the coming season. But I think I 
could not make that plain to the committee without a map. 

Q. Well, that section of the city would be really an outlying 
section, or is it in the city proper? 

A. Chiefly in the outlying sections, or entirely, in fact. 

@. And the city proper, in your opinion, is very well provided 
for? 

A. I think it is very well provided for. 

@. In regard to the high service, what do the Water Board, 
the water commissioners, contemplate doing in regard to that as 
to its further extension ? 

A. It will be extended as rapidly as the city can afford to 
extend it and in proportion to the demand that is made. We are 
now pumping all the water that we can for the high service with 
our present engines, and until the new engine is put in which is 
now being built we cannot extend the high service to any consid- 
erable extent. 

Q. Then I understand you to say that you have ordered a new 
engine ? 

A. Yes. The new engine ought to be in running order by the 
first of January at the latest. 

Q. Of next year? 

A. Yes, sir; probably before that, but allowing for all delays 
it ought to be completed before the first of January. 

@. How much of an increase will that give us? 

A. That is a twenty-million gallon pump. As for our present 
pumps, we have two pumps which pump eight million gallons each, 
and we are using now over nine millions, so that we have to use at 
times both pumps. So in case one should break down we might 
be in a bad place. 
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@. The new engine, then, has a capacity two and a half times 
greater than the present engines you have got? 

A. Yes, sir; the new pump has a capacity of twenty million 
gallons. 

@. In the business section of the city, as regards the high ser- 
vice, is there any place that is suffering from high service ? 

A. You mean for water protection, for water service ? 

@. For water service, yes, sir. 

A. We have had a good many demands during the winter for 
high service, but in my opinion most of those are. occasioned by 
the extreme cold weather, and extreme use of water. The city 
is growing and undoubtedly we shall have to extend the high ser- 
vice from time to time. I sbould say that no section was suffering 
in particular for lack of high service. 

@. Well, is there any section where you would say that high 
service ought to be extended for that purpose, to your knowl- 
edge? 

A. Well, I think we shall have to extend the high service some- 
what during the year, but cannot say to what particular districts 
because there are a great many small demands, and it all depends 
on whether the entire district as a whole really needs the service. 
We haven't at the moment any petition before us for the extension 
of high service. 

@. I understand you to say so far as the Water Board is con- 
cerned and so far as the water service of the city, and especially 
the business section is concerned, there is no reason to believe 
that in case of conflagration the Fire Department could not get 
what water they wanted for an ordinary fire? 

A. Iam sure I see no reason why they should not get all the 
water thev want. 

@. (By Mr. O’Brien.) Mr. Grant, have you a personal knowl- 
edge of the streets of the North End which are not supplied, or 
have not an adequate supply of water in the mains that are now 
there ? 

A. I could not tell you the streets, without consulting the plan, 
with the exception of Cross street. 

@. Yes; I mean with the exception of that. Well, have you 
any idea of the number, speaking roughly? Is it one or a dozen, 
or twenty ; and if there are such streets at the North End, where 
there is not an adequate supply of water, what section of that 
part of the city are they in? 

A. I should rather not express an opinion in detail without 
plans. : 

@. Well, is the lack of supply confined to any particular part 
of the North End, or are the streets not supplied at present with 
the larger mains scattered? 

A. I should say they were scattered: 

@. (By Mr. Rosinson.) Is it the duty of your department to 
keep the hydrants from freezing, or is that the duty of the Fire De- 
partment? 

A. The Water Department sees that the hydrants work, and it 
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is the men of the Fire Department who put hay upon them and 
remove the snow and ice. 

@. Wasn’t there a complaint at the Underhay Fire that the hy- 
drants were frozen? 

A. There was a complaint — well, we received no complaint 
directly that a hydrant was frozen, but I saw the statement in the 
newspapers that a hydrant was frozen. ‘This Board received no 
complaint that the hydrant wasfrozen. It received a communica- 
tion, if I remember correctly, from the Fire Department stating 
that the hydrant was broken. 

@. Do you remember a fire in Neponset the first day of October 
last ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Was there any message sent to the Water Board to give in- 
creased pressure at that fire? 

A. Yes, sir,— you mean during the fire? 

@. During the fire? 

A. No, sir; not to my knowledge. 

@. Should you judge that one six-inch pipe supplied from a 
twelve-inch main would be sufficient water for the apparatus at 
fires in that district in the ordinary condition of the weather ? 

A. That is a question I would rather have the Fire Commis- 
sioners answer than me. 

@. The mains in Dorchester avenue and Adams street are too 
small for the purpose, aren’t they, and you are proposing to relay 
them with twenty-four inch mains? 

A. We are proposing to relay pipes in the Neponset district, 
and it will be done in the spring. 

@. So far as you know, at the Neponset fire there wasn’t a tele- 
phone message sent to you to give an increased pressure of water? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. (By Mr. Barry.) Mr. Grant, I believe you have a force of 
men at the present time who have been examining these hydrants, 
bringing this hay and so on, and they do it about how often, 
taking the business portions of the city? 

A. They examine them in the business portions of the city at 
least once in twenty-four hours. 

@. Then there is a class of men doing that class of work and 
they have been doing it? 

A. Yes, sir; continually. 

@. Were they doing it at the time of these recent fires ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. (By Mr. O’Brien.) I suppose the committee can see your 
plans, Mr. Grant? 

iA Pes, Sir 


Statement by District Cuier Louis P. Apporr. 


(By the Cuarrman.) You full name, sir? 

Louis P. Abbott. 

And you are connected with the Boston Fire Department? 
District Chief, yes, sir. 

What district? 
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A. District 3. 

@. And how long have you been connected with the Boston 
Fire Department? 

A. Since 1873. 

@. Your district embraces about what territory ? 

A. It commences from the centre of the Charles-river draw- 
bridge, goes through Charlestown street, Haymarket square, east 
of Washington to Summer, north of Summer to the water. 

@. Were you at the fire in the Hecht Building on January 10? 

As EL OWAS, Sits 

@. Were you the first to arrive there? 

A. Well, I was as far as I knew. I didn’t know at the time, 
but I found afterwards that I was the first district chief. 

@. You were there on the first alarm, of course? 

POON GS Fair. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Abbott, what was the condition of that 
building, the Hecht Building, when you arrived there? 

A. Well, Mr. Chairman, I considered that it was doomed at 
the time we got there. 

Q. What time was that, sir? 

A. Well, I should judge four minutes after the alarm was 
given. 

@. Four minutes after the alarm was given? 

A. I think the alarm was given at 8.22. 

@. Was tiiere any water on the fire at the time you arrived 
there? 

Yes, sir. 

By what engine? 

Engine 7. 

Engine 7 was the first one that had water on the fire? 

Yes, sir. 

What position did they take? What I mean now is not on 
the sheoets I mean in the building. You know the firemen; in 
what position, where were they stationed ? 

A. They were on the second floor. 

@. They were inside the building? 

A. Yes, sir; on Federal street. 

@. How long did they remain in the interior, the inside? 

A. Well, they were but a very few minutes on the second floor. 
Then we took them to the basement. 

@. Well, what was your reason for taking them from the second 
floor and placing them in the basement? 

The heat was so intense that they couldn’t live there. 

And you took them out for safety ? 

Mies, cSIr: 

That was one thing? 

Yes, sir. 

And you took them into the basement for what purpose? 
To cut off the fire from coming into a grocery and pro- 
vision store. : 

@. To cut it off from coming into a grocery and provision 
store? 


Spehee 


ROROROH 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 125 


Yes, sir. 

That was in the basement of the building? 

Yes, sir. 

Now, did you go up on to ae second floor yourself ? 
I did, yes, sir. ; 

And you ordered the men out for safety? 

Yes, sir. 

And you ordered them into the basement? 

Yes, sir. 

(). When you came out of the building how many engines did 
you have then with water playing on the building ? 

A. Let me see — 7, 15, 26, 25, 39. 

Q. Now, how long erthe the al goni was sounded before those 
five engines had water upon that building — they came on the 
first alarm, did they not? 

A. Yes, sir; in a very few minutes. Engine 25’s line was laid 
when I got there, 7’s line was laid, I ordered the second line from 
7, 26’s line was laying, engine 15 was going to work, and on Con- 
gress street’ was engine 39. 25 went to the roof of 185 Summer 
street. 

@. Engine 25’s line was taken to the roof? 

A. Yes, sir. I don’t know whetber she had water. I wasn’t 
able to look, but I presume she had. 

@. And this was all within, probably, three or four minutes? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, Mr. Abbott, will you go on and state to the commit- 
tee in your own way what part you took in the extinguishing of 
that fire from the time that you arrived to the time that a left. 
You can tell it in your own way. Probably we would get at it 
better that way. You know pretty nearly what you did. 

A. Well, it was quite a long fire and it is quite a little story. 

@. Well, let us have it. 

A. I will give it to the best of my remembrance. When I first 
got there my attention was called to the second story. I went to 
the second story and found such a body of fire that I found it was 
necessary for somebody to give the second alarm, and the heat 
was so intense — 

@. Well, now, you say you found it necessary. Now, as you 
go along just relate what you did and who you sent and about the 
time you sent to have the second alarm. 

A. I gave the second alarm myself. 

(). You went and gave the second alarm yourself ? 

As ies, sir. 

@. That was about how many minutes after the first? 

A. Well, I don’t know. It was a very few minutes after I got 
there —I suppose I was four minutes getting there and it didn’t 
exceed two minutes, I should judge, after I got there. Well, after 
I gave the second alarm my attention was called to the fire coming 
through the basement. I took the second line of 7 and went 
into the basement myself with it. The heat and the flame drove 
us out. I then went on to the street and took street streams, and 
in a very short time after that the whole building was in flames, so 
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that we all worked from the street from that side, getting large 
streams to work, the water tower, shifting the positions of our 
ladders onto other buildings, and our time was occupied up to the 
time the walls fell, which was very shortly afterwards, in getting 
heavy streams onto the front of the building. ‘The whole front 
of this building at this time was one solid mass of fire. When the 
walls fell my attention was called to a number of men being buried 
in the archway. I took a line of hose and went in to the rescue. 
Among others they said that Engineer Mullen, District Chief Mui- 
len, was buried, and quite a lot of men. We went into the arch- 
way and as good fortune would have it we found that District Chief 
Mullen was all right, but there was one man caught in the ruins. 
We rescued that man and came out, and the chief of the depart- 
ment, Chief Webber, ordered me onto Summer street. I went to 
Summer street. When I got up to Summer street in front of the 
two buildings which backed up onto the Hecht Building, they were 
on fire from the first floor to the roof in the rear, so that we took 
street streams from there. My time was wholly occupied on 
Summer street from that out until the fire was under control, not 
only in working from the street, but in going up ladders and going 
on to each floor with lines. 

@. Was there any delay in placing your ladders? 

A. No, sir; they were too much in a hurry, I think, in the first 
place, because we had to move the Babcock ladder, the eighty-five 
foot ladder, had to take it down. 

A. Did the wires along on the line of that street interfere with 
you somewhat? 

Very much so. 

They generally do? 

Yes, sir. 

Who pulled in the third alarm, do you know? 

I don’t know. I think the chief ordered it. 

The chief got there on the first? 

He came on the first. 

And where were you when the chief arrived ? 

I was on Federal street, on the front. 

And it was there he ordered you to go to Summer street? 
Yes, sir. 

And that was within eight or nine minutes? 

I should judge it was longer, Mr. Chairman. 

From the time you arrived? 

Yes, sir. 

And the buildings on Summer street were on fire there? 
Yes, sir. 

Was that Hecht Building in your district? 

No, sir. 

In whose district was it? 

District Chief Regan, or Assistant Chief Resa 

Now, Mr. Abbott, in fighting fires you never find much difli- 
culty, where a fire is in one building and that is a roaring furnace, 
we will say, all afire inside, in knowing how to combat it? 

A. I never have. 
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@. But I suppose that you would think it required more ability 
and more capacity to find a fire in its incipient stages, to find out 
where it started, orignated, and stop it. That would require a lit- 
tle more engineering skill, would it not? 

A. Very much so. 

@, You think then it requires more engineering skill to stop a 
fire in its incipient stages than to fight one where you arrive there 
and find the whole interior of the building is one roaring mass of 
fire ? 

A. I do n't know as we did any good at all on Federal-street 
front. It is a question in my mind since whether we were making 
much headway there, because the building was doomed, taking it 
from that standpoint. 

@. Did you have anybody call your attention to the Constant 
Building ? ‘ 

A. Yes, sir; while not particularizing any building. My attention 
was called to buildings on Summer street, but not designating any 
particular building. 

@. (By Commissioner Murruy.} The Preston and Constant 
Buildings. e 

A. The Preston and Constant buildings ; yes, sir. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) I suppose you have heard some talk 
about this area that was in back? 

A. I have since the fire ; yes, sir. 

@. Well, now, you knew, I suppose, as a district chief, of the 
existence of that area? 

A. I did not, no, sir. 

@. And the reason, I suppose, that you did not know of it was 
that it was not within the lines of your district ? 

A. No, sir — that is it. 

@. Do you want to state, Mr. Abbott, that within eight min- 
utes or aine minutes those buildings on Summer street were afire, 
to the best of your knowledge —shortly after you pulled the 
second alarm ? 

A. Time flies pretty rapidly, but I should judge that that was 
pretty nearly correct. 

@. Did you appear before the Fire Marshal and give any testi- 
mony ? 

(ASG.Y OS; Gil. 

@. Did you make the statement to the Fire Marshal that when 
you arrived there on the first alarm in your judgment that build- 
ing was doomed? 

Ae HW didssir. 

@. Did you state to the Fire Marshal that within nine minutes 
after you arrived there you had men up on the second floor and 
came down and were ordered by the chief into the Constant 
Building ? 

A. No; he didn’t designate any building. He said, ‘‘ Go to 
Summer street.” 

Q. ‘*Go to Summer street?” 

A. Yes, sir; that is right. 

@. He told you that? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

@. Do you know, Mr. Abbott, if anything more could have 
been done at that time than was done by the department ? 

“1. 1-do not. 

Q. What did you consider, that it was a well stopped fire? 

A. I thought so. I thought we were very fortunate in stopping 
it where we did. JI am not satisfied as to the theory advanced as 
to the origin of the fire yet, myself. 

@. Well, that is something I don’t know about, and probably 
we will have to take it for granted that there isn’t anybody who 
knows. Notwithstanding the fact that we have got the Fire 
Marshal’s report he doesn’t know. Did you see the Fire Marshal 
at the fire that morning? 

A. I didn’t notice him, no, sir. 

@. Didn’t have any conversation with him that day? 

AEN G sir: 

(). I suppose you were examined by the fire marshal as to 
what you believed was the cause of the fire? 

A. Well, we alluded to it in conversation merely. I don’t 
think it was taken down in shorthand. 

@. Did you see the chief after he had ordered you on to Sum- 
mer street? 

A. Qh, yes, sir. 

@. Well, what conversation did you have with him then, after 
you had seen him the second time, after he had ordered you to go 
around on Summer street? Did you have any conversation with 
him at all in relation to the fire? 

A. Nothing, only what he ordered me to do- 

@. What did he order you to do after you got on Summer 
street? He ordered you to go on Summer street from the base- 
ment of the Hecht Building where you were stationed when he ar- 
rived ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And you went there? 

A.” Yessisir: 

@. After you got there did you have any further consultation 
or conversation with him? 

A. No, sir; only when he said he was going to his office. 

@. What time was that? 

A. After the fire was under control. 
~ Q. Butfrom the time you started until that time you had had no 
consultation with him? 

A. Not particularly ; no, sir. 

@. Had you had any consultation with any of the other district 
chiefs that morning there in relation to the fire? 

Yes, sir. 

Who did you talk with? 

District Chief Cheswell, on Federal street. 

Well, did the conversation relate to the fire? 

On the Summer-street side, yes, sir. 

Well, what was that conversation ? 

I asked him when he came in if he wouldn’t go to Summer 
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street and look after the Summer-street side. He told me he 
would. 

@. Well, that was before you had been ordered to go round 
there yourself? 

A. Yes, sir; before the arrival of the chief. 

@. Before the arrival of the chief you directed Chief Cheswell 
to go round and take care of that? 


A? SY G35 Blk 

@. Well, you talked with him about that? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Well, did you have any talk with any of the others? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Had any report been made to you that morning that any of 


the engines were unable to get water? 

A. No, sir. 

@. You are in the habit, Mr. Abbott, of instructing your men 
as to their duties at a fire, giving them instructions ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. That is the common practice among the district chiefs? 

A. Yes, sir; instruct them in all their duties. 

Q. All their duties? 

A. All their duties. 

@. And especially in regard to the manner and means of fight- 
ing fires? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And instructing them also what positions they shall take 
when they arrive at fires? 

me 4Y 665% SITs 

@. That is, you wouldn’t tell an engineer to go and take a line 
of hose and go into a building and leave the engine alone ? 

A. No, sir; I shouldn’t. 

@. And that is a custom carried out by all the chiefs, in regard 
to engineers the same as with othermen, all attending to either 
proper duties? 

fry CSch ait; 

@. And that is the instruction you received from the fire com- 
missioners, and you get it in your manual? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And you follow it out as near to the letter as you possibly 
can? 

A. I do; yes, sir. 

@. As a general rule how do the men in the department — that 
is, the men in your district — obey the orders given them? 

A. Very readily. There is no hesitation. 

They go wherever you send them? 
Wherever they are sent. 
And stay until you tell them to come out? 
Yes, sir. 
And if you find a man rebelling against your sending him to 
a place where you are willing to go yourself you report him to the 
Board? 
A. Yes, sir; I never had a case of the kind. 
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@. But if there was a case of that kind and you reported the 
man he would be disciplined ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

(. How many pieces of apparatus are in that district ? 

A. Engine 8, Engine 25, Fire-boat, Trucks 8 and 14, fifty-nine 
officers and men. 

@. Now, have you ever had any trouble with the quality of the 
hose that has been supplied you by the city: 

A. Well, no more than necessarily would occur with any hose. 

@. Well, you want to tell us what it was, you know there is 
nothing to cover up and nothing to conceai. 

A. We have no complaints to make in regard to hose. If a 
piece of hose bursts it is taken care of. Every piece of hose is 
numbered and has the date it is put in service. ‘There is a printed 
blank in the possession of every officer in command of a company. 
If a piece of hose breaks or bursts, is unfit for service, the next 
morning after the fire a report is made on that blank and sent to 
the Board of Fire Commissioners, with the date it was put in ser- 
vice, its number, and the pressure under which it burst or gave 
out. 

Q. Well, now, you have some special number on each length of 
hose? 

Every piece is numbered ; yes, sir. 

Where is it numbered ? 

On the coupling. 

And a record is kept of when it is put in service? 

Yes, sir; by the company commander. 

Whom it was bought from? 

Yes. Sir. 

And that is sent to the Fire Commissioners when it bursts, 
that ‘slip? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Well, now, do you have much hose burst, or have you had 
much during the past year? 

A. We have had more or less, but not a large percentage con- 
sidering the number of fires that we respond to. 

@. About what pressure do you put on the hose, generally, the 
average pressure? 

A. Our engines run one hundred and eighty pounds steam and 
one hundred pounds water. 

— @. Well, what pressure would that be on the hose, do you 
know? 

A. Anywhere from ninety-five to one hundred. 

@. You mean to the square inch? 

A. Yes, sir. Most of our hose is tested at 400 pounds to the 
square inch pressure. 

Q. Well, isn’t it all tested at that? 

A. Well, some makers have less, but that is about the average. 
We think we have good hose, Mr. Chairman. 

@. Is there any care exercised by the department in allowing 
teams to cross over its hose at fires—any judgment exercised in 
allowing teams to go over it? 
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A. Whenever it is necessary to run over it it is done. 

@. That is, by your own engines, you mean? 

A. Well, sometimes in getting a truck of water tower in place 
it is done and sometimes second-alarm engines cannot avoid 
running overit. ‘They have to run over it. But outside of that 
the greatest care is used. 

@. Care is exercised, I suppose, in regard to running over it 
when it is not necessary ? 

A. Yes, sir; due care is exercised and the man that does it is 
reprimanded for it then and there, usually, by the chief of the 
department. 

@. What part of the basement did you go into when you went 
into that Hecht Building? 

A. Well, it was about the centre of the building. It was a 
grocery and provision store I think, sir —I don’t know tbe name. 
I wish you would ask me some more questions— that is, in ref- 
erence to the inspection of buildings. 

Q. Well, we will get at that in a few moments. 

A. All right. 

Q. (By Mr. Barry.) Do you think there is too much appar- 
atus that responds to the first alarm? 

A. Ido not; no, sir. 

Q@. You do not think so? 

A. No, sir; I do not think so. 

@. I suppose you have noticed that there has been a gentleman 
before this committee who made that statement ? 

A. I read it in the paper; yes, sir. 

@. Then you don’t think there is? 

A. I don’t think there is. 

@. (By Mr. Roxpinson.) How do you account for the fire not 
getting into the corner building there occupied by B. F. Thomp- 
son & Co., leather dealers? 

A. 187 Summer? 

Q. Yes, sir; around this corner? 

A. Well, there was this solid wall right here. Engine 5 went 
up to this entrance and located right on that corner and they 
drenched this wall. This is the passage-way right through here 
and they threw a stream so that it was delivered right in through 
here. 

@. You don’t generally believe in breaking through walls, do 

ou? 

A. If emergency demanded it I wouldn’t hesitate to do it to 
save property. I would do it. 

@. How are these walls here situated? (Fire Commissioner 
Murphy explained the situation by a plan.) 

A. That is Linwood place. 

@. Is that wall of the Thompson Building a thicker wall than 
the Rice wall? 

A. Oh, the same, I should judge. 

Commissioner Murpuy.— Supposed to be a twenty-four inch 
wall. 
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Q. (By Mr. Rosrnson.) And you kept it wet inside here, in- 
side this wall here, and preserved that building? 

A. (Referring to plan.) Here is where this Hecht Building 
backed up to this corner building here. ‘This is the corner build- 
ing and this is a solid wall, you see, so that this wall would not 
come down at all, you see, but the wall here fell back to these 
two buildings back here — that is the Summer-street side. 

Commissioner Murpny.— There is the Summer-street building 
there. Here is the Hecht Building wall, and when the wall fell it 
went down in there. 

Q. (By Mr. Rosriyson.) JI would like to ask Mr. Abbott how 
long he stayed on the second floor on Federal street ? 

Not. two minutes. 
(By the Cuarrman.) Did you break in through that brick 
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No, sir. 

You had nothing to do with that? 

No, sir. 

Do you know who did? 

No, sir. 

Well, now, is there a fire patrol down in that district? 

Yes, sir. 

What do they do and what are the hours that you have 
there? 

From eight o’clock in the evening until six in the morning. 
You don’t deviate from those hours at all? 

Not at all, sir. 

You keep that right up continuously ? 

Yes, sir; summer and winter, continuously. 

Age if one of the underwriters said that that was not true, 
you would have to deny it, would you not? 

A. Yes, sure. Our company journals in the house show it, 
show the tour of duty of every man. 

@. Well, now, I suppose you are familiar with the ordinance of 
the city in relation to the fire department? 

A. Yes, sir; I try to be. 

@. Section 5 of Chapter 14 relating to the Fire Department reads 
as follows: 

‘Said board shall cause all places where shavings, or other com- 
bustible materials, or explosive compounds, or detonators, or other 
articles, goods, or merchandise liable to cause fire, are placed or 
kept, to be examined.” Do you remember that section? 

Yes, sir; that is the ordinance of 1892. 

Is that examination carried out in your district? 
Fully. 

And that inspection ? 

Fully. 

Do you have any record of it? 

Yes, sir. 

Where do you keep it? 

Keep it in a journal. 

At your headquarters ? 
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A. I have got one of the books right in my pocket; inspection 

of all buildings. 

That is what you carry with you? 

An inspection of all buildings and all defects, yes, sir. 

Do you report to the Fire Commissioners also? 

Where I find defects. 

Where you find defects you report to them? 

Yes, sir. 

Well, you have no right to remedy the defects under the 
ordinance; you have to report it to the Board, whose duty it is to 
have it removed; said Board shall cause the same to be removed 
at his (the tenant’s or occupant’s) expense? 

A. We assume the right then and there. 

@. Delegated to you from the Board of Fire Commissioners ? 

PiwY esiosir . 

@. They don’t make you go all through the red tape; that is, 
you have power to act, they give you that power? 

A. To act immediately, yes, sir. 

@. That is what we want to get at, I suppose. You make an 
examination of all buildings in your district as to hoistways, 
elevators. 

And steam boilers. 

(. And furnaces and their locations ? 

A. Yes, sir; we note them in a note-book. 

@. And you have a record of all that? 

A. Yes, sir. 

And that you are obliged to do by the ordinances and by 
the rules laid down by the Board of Fire Commissioners ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you ever had occasion to make any reports upon places, 
premises, that were violating the ordinances? 

al. Yes, sir; time and time again. 

@. In your district? 

A. Yes, sir; at one only this morning. 

@. Have you always been in this same district, Mr. Abbott? 
A. I have been there seven years. 

@. And you say you reported one this morning? 

Arey 8 sir: 

Q 
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What section of Boston was that from in your district? 

. Hamilton and Wendell streets. 

What was the character of the complaint ? 

There was only one stairway and about thirty-five people 
working on the third and fourth floors ; only one means of escape. 

. What was the size of the stairway, the width? 

A. Five feet, probably. 

@. Was it a winding or astraight stair? 

A. It is what we call a platform stairway. 

Q@. (By Mr. Rosrnson.) Don’t you regard it as almost criminal 
that a firm occupying a. six- story building, with an immense 
amount of valuable material stored in it, should not have an auto- 
matic fire-alarm or automatic sprinkler, and should, for the sake 
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of a few dollars, allow a few small concerns to occupy the base- 
ment? 

A. I should not want to answer that question. ‘There are a 
good many good citizens carrying on business in that way. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) Now, district chief, won’t you take 
your book there and open it at some place and refer to some one 
page there where you have made an inspection and just read it to 
us, that we may find out what the character of the inspection is, so 
that we may have a little record of it ourselves ? 

A. J will read the first I come to here. 


Building corner Washington and Summer, north corner, entrance on first 
floor. 

No. 426 WasHineTon St. — Store. 

No. 8 Summer St. — Entrance to top floors of building, also entrance to 
basement; dccupied by George Frances, lager beer and dining room; 
boiler in this cellar near the bar. - 

Nos. 10 to 14 Summer St.—Four stories; freestone front; owned by 
Thorndike heirs. No. 10, basement and first floor, millinery; steam-heat; 
steam elevator, No.12 Summer street, entrance to up-stairs; Jacob Sleeper, 
millinery; steam-heat; steam elevator; entrance to up-stairs also in Haw- 
ley street. 

Nos. 16-18-20 Summer St. — Four stories; stone front; owned by Dudley 
DPD. Pickman; four steam boilers; two engines located underground; yard in 
the rear; entrance 81 to 85 Hawley street. 

No. 16.— Top floor used as work-room, men and women. 

No. 18.— Top floor used as work-room, men and women. Small steam- 
engine on this floor, rear, and for running machines. Rogers’ auxiliary but- 
tons connecting to fire-alarm box. 

No. 18 Summer St. — Entrance to up-stairs. Third floor, Plymouth Rock 
Pants Cv., also Boston Wall Paper Co., rear end. 

No. 20 Summer Sr. — Entrance front first floor; alley leading from Haw- 
ley street; stairway to basement centre; on left of entrance from Summer 
street, stocked with wall paper. Supplied with burglar alarm wire from 
office No. 56 Summer street. 

No. 24 Summer Sr., corner Hawiey. — Owned by Pickett estate; boiler 
in basement, rear end; basement vacant; steam-heat; entire building occu- 
pied, first and above, by Thompson, Willis, & Moulton, men’s clothing. No 
goods made on the premises. Fourth floor, cutting room. Rear stairway, 
Hawley street to top floors. Fifth floor, storage. 

Nos. 26-28 Summer St. — Mason estate; C. U. Cotting, agent. 

No. 26. — Entrance to first floor and basement; occupied by Plimpton, 
Fiske, & Co., millinery ;.steam-heat; four fifty-horse boilers in 90 Hawley- 
street entrance, also Knowles fire pump; standpipe and hose on each floor. 
Martin Wilson automatic alarm on this floor; electric light. P. Howe, chief 
engineer of building, and two assistants. 

No. 28.— Mason estate; entrance to up-stairs; occupied by Isaac Fenno, 
clothiers; Martin Wilson automatic register, rear of store on second floor, 
gong over it, standpipe and hose attached, electric button to notify engineer 
to let on water from engine room, 90 Hawley street; fire-buckets on all floors. 
Second floor, salesroom. Passenger and freight elevators, steam, brick and 
tin enclosed, located near end of store in the right as youenter. Third floor: 
Made-up stock clothing; standpipe and hose, head of stairs. Fourth floor: 
Made-up stock ; work-room, rear side, in Hawley street. Standpipe and hose 
on Hawley-street side; fire-axes, fire-buckets on this floor. Fifth floor: 
Stock room; standpipe and hose; fire-axes, fire-pails. Back stairs lead to 
Arch street, Mason estate. 

Nos. 30-32-34-36 Summer St. — Mason estate; C. U. Cotting, trustee. 

No. 80.—Closed head of second flight; entrance to up-stairs; second 
floor by Adams & Curtis, silks, satins; standpipe and hose in two places, 
one in front, one in rear. Burglar alarm from office 56 Summer street. 

Nos. 32-34. — Entrance on first floor and basement; March Bros., men’s 
and boys’ clothing; standpipe and hose, first floor, rear; fire-buckets on 
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this floor. Stairs to basement on each side of store; standpipe and hose 
here; electric light; also rear entrance to basement; Mason estate. 

No. 8 Summer St. — Entrance to up-stairs; J. Peavy Bros., wholesale 
clothiers, they occupy from 380 to 88 inclusive above the first story, as 
follows: 

Second floor. — Salesroom and office; standpipe and hose attached front 
of building; steam elevator in the rear; burglar alarm; back stairs from 
street to roof. 

Third floor. — Stock room; standpipe and hose in two places, also Wor- 
cester fire-pails; back stairs also. 

Fourth floor. — Made-up clothing; stairs on.each side of store; standpipe 
and hose attached in two places, push buttons to signal; engine-room for 
water near every line of hose in this building. 

Fifth floor. — Workroow divided by wood partition; electric motor for 
power to run sewing-machines; New England Electric Co., a part of this 
room used for stock, called thee examining room; standpipe and hose at 
head of stairs and hall towards Summer street. This is all the Mason es- 
tate. 

No. 40 Summer Sr. — Mortimer Ferris estate. 

No. 40. — Entrance to up-stairs. Second floor, by Williams & Quincy, 
celluloid goods; gas-light; standpipe and hose front; back stairway to 
Bussey place. Third floor, by Fried, Weiss, & Co., clothing; standpipe and 
hose front. Fourth floor, Raphael & Lewenberg & Co., clothing, sales- 
room and office. Fifth floor, Cutting-room of above firm; standpipe and 
hose; fire-buckets on stairs 


Do you wish for any more? 

@. No. Now, in that book there you have got a complete 
record of about all the buildings in your district? 

A. This starts from Cornhill or Adams square, all east of 
Washington, to the foot of Summer street, every building. 

@. Do you generally carry those books with you in going to a 
fire? 

A. No, sir; we go into all these buildings and make a memo- 
randum. 

@. And commit it to memory? 

A. Andput this on a journal after we get back to our quarters. 
This is a book of reference only. 

@. And for the men to look at? 

A. No, we don’t show it to the men. Onur officers go out and 
they do the same; keep a memorandum of the buildings. 

@. Well, after you get that memorandum and get your district 
pretty well covered, I suppose you look that over and commit the 
greater portion of it to memory and know pretty nearly the loca- 
tion of all the buildings and just what you have read there. 

A. Yes, sir; that is what we keep it for. 

@. To refresh your memory and look it over? 

ey Oa. BLP: 

@. One other question I wanted to ask, in connection with the 
ordinance. If you went into a building where they had a wooden 
box and were putting hot cinders into it, I suppose you would 
complain of them under the ordinance? 

A. Yes, sir; immediately order them to put in an iron ash 
barrel. 

@. Yes, sir; some metallic vessel, metal vessel of some charac- 
ter? 

A; Yes; sir. 
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@. (By Mr. Barry.) Mr. Abbott, how is the discipline in 
your department? 

A. We think it is first class. If there is any breach of disci- 
pline it is reported to the board immediately the following day. 

@. Can it be improved? 

A. I don’t see any way in which we can improve it. 

@. (By the Cuatrman.) You have power, I suppose, to sus- 
pend where you find a breach of discipline, pending your report 
to the Fire Commissioners ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) How is the discipline in your district at 
the fires ? 

A. I never have had occasion to find any fault, except occa- 
sionally a man gets full, or something of that kind. 

@. (By the CHarrman.) What do you mean by getting full? 

A. Getting drunk. We had a case of that kind not a long 
while ago. 

Q. (By Mr. Barry.) Are themen in your district so drilled 
as to be available for the very best service at fires? 

A. We think so. 

@. Are there are any improvements you can suggest that will 
increase the service in the district in this direction? 

AA UN OY Sit; 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) Now, you have explained to me the 
interpretation you put upon the word ‘‘ full.” You said it meant 
‘¢drunk.” Is that what I understood you to say, Mr. Chief? 

A. Under the influence of liquor. 

@. Well, what would you do in a case of that kind? 

A. Report it immediately to the Board. 

@. What disposition do the Board make of such cases? 

A. Sometimes it is a fine, sometimes days taken off from 
them, and in aggravated cases discharge follows immediately. 

@. Well, in this particular case that you speak about what was 
the result, what were the findings there? 

A. The man was discharged. 

Q. Now, Mr. Abbott, about how many cases a year do you find, 
of men who get drunk —I suppose that would be one of the 
strongest breaches of discipline of your department? 

A: Yes, sir. 

@. You would think so? 

ey) 68, Sif. 

@. About how many cases would you probably think you had 
in a year in your fifty-nine men and officers? 

A. I wouldn’t think it would exceed twelve a year. 

@. That would be about one a month? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Have you ever in your experience of seven years as district 
chief had a man report at a fire under the influence of liquor? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And what did you do with him then? 

A. Charges were preferred against him. 
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@. I know; but what did you do with him when you found him 
in that condition yourself? 

A. Ordered him back to quarters. , 

@. Ordered him back to quarters and suspended him and re- 
ported him to the Board? 

A. Yes, <sir. 

@. How many cases of that kind have come under your knowl- 
edge? 

A. Very few. They are of rare occurrence. 

@. One a year? 

A. Yes, it will average more than that. 

@. In your seven years? 

A... Yes. 

@. Well, did the greatest per cent. occur during the first years 
or during your last years? 

A. Well, take the average, it is about two a year who are dis- 
charged. | 

@. Well, not those discharged alone, but I mean going to fires 
under the influence of liquor? 

A. Well, these men, you know, were on duty all the time, Mr. 
Chairman. This case that I had reference to when a man was 
discharged, be was detailed to the Hecht fire and he reported to 
box 47. That was the Underhay oil fire or the Ashton Valve fire, 
whatever you call it, they were both in the same building, and he 
came there under the influence of liquor. I didn’t see him at all, 
I was inside the building. But the chief saw him and the commis- 
sioners saw him and he was immediately sent to quarters, charges 
were preferred, and discharge followed immediately. 

@. Well, didn’t the chief take his badge right away from him 
at that fire ? 

A. I think he did. 

@. Well, now, do you find the commissioners lenient or do you 
find them meting out to men who commit breaches of discipline 
pretty strong treatment, discharging them for being drunk as a 
general rule? 

A. Well, I have got one man now lying off who has lost his 
days off for three months for being under the influence of liquor. 

@. Well, that was not at a fire? 

oes LINO, Sir: 

@. That is, he was reported to you as being under the influence 
of liquor? 

ee OnY Ga, Sir. 

@. And that was the first time he was ever reported ? 

A. I don’t think he was ever up before — I don’t think so. 

@. (By Mr. Davis.) Mr. Abbott, in making your rounds of 
inspection, if you find a building that covers probably fifty by a 
hundred feet, or five thousand square feet on a floor, where is one 
entrance on the street without any rear entrance or any fire-escape, 
isn’t the owner of the building supposed to have another flight of 
stairs to to the street? 

A. Itis all owing to the number of occupants in the build- 
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@. Precisely. Well, is there any limit to that, as to the num- 
ber of occupants? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Well, how many would there have to be to make another 
flight of stairs necessary ? 

A. Mr. Damrell, will you please inform him? 

Mr. Damre.u. — It is according to the business carried on and 
the number they employ. Above the second story ten is the 
limit. 

Mr. Davis. — Then, if ten is the limit, if they have more than 
that they are supposed to have another flight of stairs to the 
street ? ; 

Mr. Damre.LL. — No, two means of egress. It is not necessary 
that they should be to the street. It may be over the roof, or 
otherwise. 

@. (By Mr. Davis.) Well, in a building of six stories in 
height, if they have to come down three stories by a single stair- 
case and then get on to a main stairway and have only one exit, 
is that proper? 

A. I should say not. 

Q. Well, if a building is found in that condition the one sup- 
posed to be notified is the lessee? 

A. If the building is found in that condition and the construc- 
tion of that building makes it destructive or hazardous in any 
degree. 

(@. Then with the conditions such as I have mentioned, if there 
was a skylight two and a half, three, or four feet in size, does that 
come within the law, does that cover the meaning of the law as an 
exit to the roof. 

A. Well, the law would be this; to have a direct and reasona- 
ble escape. If there was a skylight to the roof which was reason- 
able for escape that would meet the requirements. 

@. That is, an escape for a large majority of the help employed 
in the building you think is intended? 

A. Well, as I have said before, that would be owing to circum- 
stances. 

@. Supposing there were twenty or thirty people or more? 

A. I should say it might be ample if it were a fire-proof 
building, if the construction was fire-proof. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) Did you ever have reason to go to the 
Department of the Inspection of Buildings to consult with the 
chief or his inspectors? 

A. Wherever we find defects we report immediately to the 
Board by special communication. 

Q. To the Board? F 

A. The Board of Fire Commissioners. There is a communica- 
tion directly to the Board from the chief first. 

@. It comes to the chief first and then goes to the Board 
through the regular channel? 

A. Yes, sir; to the Fire Commissioners. 

@. Have you during your tour of inspection met any of the in- 
spectors of the Board of Fire Underwriters? 
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A. Yes, sir; oh, yes. 

@. Have they ever made any suggestions to you that you thought 
were in the line of your duty that you refused to obey? 

Never. We usually help them instead of them helping us. 
You usually help them instead of their helping you? 

Yes, sir. 

Have they ever made any reports to you? 

Oh, yes, sir. 

In relation to what? 

Dirt and rubbish, stairways obstructed. In such instances 
it is very often the case that they report to us and ask us to assist 
them to have those obstacles removed. We do it very often. 

@. And you comply with their request? 

A. Immediately, as soon as possible. 

@. You don’t wait then to send that through the channels ; you 
oo and order that done yourself? 

A. As soon as possible. 

(. Since you have been a district chief you have never refused ? 

A, Never. I consider that a part of my duty. I cannot visit 
all these buildings, you know, in a short space of time. There are 
probably over 7,000 buildings in my district. 

@. And at the times when you visit them if you find anything 
that is wrong you immediately apply the remedy? 

A. Apply the remedy then and there. 

@. And if a continued violation of that should occur, what 
should you do? 

A. Report immediately to the Board of Fire Commissioners by 
a special communication. 

@. And direct them to commence proceedings, I suppose, in 
court, under the ordinance ? 

A. We don’t direct them, sir. We report the facts as they 
are; the location of the building and its number, the occupants, 
the owner, the condition of things as they are, and that takes it off 
our shoulders. 

(). Then you wouldn’t attempt for a moment to direct the Board 
of Fire Commissioners in the matter ? 

is No. 

(By Commissioner Murpny.) I understood you, Captain 
ee to testify here that as far as the rules of the department 
concerning a thorough knowledge of the buildings in your district 
are concerned, you have thoroughly lived up to them ? 

A. I have endeavored to do so, yes sir. I think I know every 
one of them, except those which may have been changed since the 
last ones that I know about. 

@. Now, you are familiar, of course, with the ordinances of the 
city which require you to look after all cases of carelessness that 
are apt to lead to fires? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And you in your office have lived up to that to the extent of 
your ability? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. It was testified at the last hearing, Captain Abbott, by a 
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gentleman, that he was of the opinion that our officers and dis- 
trict chiefs did notlive up to that, and when asked why, he said 
because the officers came to him to have that sort of things at- 
tended to. Have you ever been to Mr. Howes to attend to that 
sort of thing? 

A. No, sir; I haven’t spoken to the man for three years. 

(). Weli, district chief, have you ever been to him in regard to 
such matters to help you out in doing your duty? 

A. No, sir. I have considered that I had more authority than 
he does in my hands to-day. 
You were the first officer at the Underhay fire, the oil fire? 
Yes, sir. 
That is the fire where they had trouble with a hydrant? 
Yes, sir. 
. The first claim was that it was frozen — that was claimed 
by outsiders, I mean. 

A. I think the newspapers said so. 

@. Will you kindly inform the committee of the real condition 
of the hydrant, what caused the trouble? 

A. The nut was loose on the stem and the bottom valve turned 
round and round. 

@. Who had charge or that? 

A. Engineer Barnard. 

@. How long has he served in our department? 

A. I think he has been on the force since 1875. 

@. His reputation for obeying his orders and for general 
ability is what? 

A. First class. 

@. You have no complaint to make against him? 

ye NO, Sir. 

@. He is a man who never loses his head. Attends to his 
business? 

A. Always. 

@. Ever since he has had charge of anything in the depart- 
ment? 

A. Always. 

Commissioner Fitch submitted the following letter to the com- 
mittee, and it was read by the chairman : 

OFFICE OF THE Boston WateR Boarp, 


City Hatt, Boston, January 23, 1893. 
To. the Board of Fire Commissioners : 


GENTLEMEN: In response to your request for a report regarding the 
hydrant at the corner of Franklin and Hamilton streets reported as being 
out of order at the time of the fire on the morning of the 17th inst., we 
would quote the report of our superintendent to us. He says: ‘‘I changed 
the hydrant on Tuesday, January 17, and an examination on Thursday, Jan- 
uary 19, showed that the key on the rod (the key consisting of three small 
pins set into the rod) had rusted away from the key-way in the valve, 
allowing the rod to turn around in the valve, therefore preventing the 
hydrant from opening. The hydrant was inspected on Monday, January 16, 
and appeared to be in good working order. Itis one of the first of those sup- 
plied with a Burnett supplementary valve.” 


Very truly yours, 
Boston WATER Boarp, 
By W. E. Swan, Secretary. 
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Q@. (By the Cuarrman.) When was the Underhay fire? What was 
the date? 

A. January 17, 12.87 A.M., 271-75 Franklin street, second 
and third alarms. , 

Q@. (By Commissioner Murruy.) The loss was how much on 
that, captain? 

A. Insurance on building and contents, $97, 000 ; loss on build- 
ne and contents, $38,706. 

(By the CHAIRMAN.) Where do you get your information, 
ste District Chief ? 

A. Get it from the insurance people. 

Q. And that is what they gave you, that was the actual loss? 

A. Yes, sir; this is the adjusted loss. 

@. Then the report that the fire was a loss of $100,000 or $150,- 
000 that was in the papers would be incorrect? 

A. Incorrect, yes, sir. I would like to state, Mr. Chairman, in 
regard to thirteen fires which have occurred in my district, for the 
information of all present, that of the thirteen which were second 
and third alarms since November 8, in my district the insurance on 
buildings and contents was upwards of $1,500,000. The loss on 
the buildings and contents does not exceed $250,000 in all thirteen 
of the fires where there were second and third alarms. 

Q. And that loss you figure from statements given you after 
adjustment has been made? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. (By Commissioner Fircy.) Captain Abbott, does that in- 
clude every large fire we have had except the Hecht fire? 

A. Yes, sir; since Novemher 8th. 

@. Every fire except the Hecht fire, adjustment up to date? 

(By the Cuarrman.) The insurance amounted to $1,500,000, and 
the losses as given you by the underwriters, as adjusted, did not 
exceed $250,000. 

A. Do not exceed it, no, sir. 


Statement by District Carer Witiiam B. CHESWELL. 


(By the Cuarrman.) Your full name, sir? 

William B. Cheswell. 

You are connected with the Boston Fire Department? 

I am, sir. 

In what capacity ? 

District Chief of the 4th district. 

Comprising what territory? 

All that lying this side of Charlestown and Washington, 
ain vise Park, Beacon, Arlington, Commonwealth avenue to Ches- 
ter park, to the water. 

Well, you mean the water where? 

Charlés river. 

Were you at the fire in the Hecht Building on January 10? 
I was. 

When did you arrive there? 

As soon as my horse could get me there after I got the 
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alarm. 
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@. I know, but did you go there on the first alarm? 

Ae did, sir: 

@. And you got there in how many minutes? 

A. I think inside of four minutes. 

@. Do you know just what time that alarm came in, chief ? 

A. You can refer to this book if you wish—No. 4 is given 


@. Those are the records kept in the house ,(referring to a vol- 
ume in the officer’s possession) ? 

A. This is Engine 4’s journal. 

@. Kept there in that house? 

A. Yes, sir — first alarm, 8.22. 

@. And you were there in probably four minutes afterwards? 

A. I calculate that I was, yes, sir. 

@. What was the condition of the building when you arrived 
there? 

A. A smart fire in it. 

Q. Well, we are a little green, some of us here, you know, and 
we don’t know what you mean by ‘‘smart.’? We would like to 
have you describe, you know. Go on in your own way, Mr. 
District Chief, and tell us in the first place what you did before 
you arrived there? 

A. I was sitting at my table, No. 24 Chambers street, when I 
received the alarm. I immediately went out on to Cambridge 
street, got into my team, went along Cambridge street, Court 
street, State street, turned into Congress street, and when I 
turned into Congress street the whole heavens were full of smoke. 
When I got near the scene of the fire I jumped out of the team 
and immediately went and reported in front of the Hecht Building 
to District Chief Abbott, who said to me, ‘* Cheswell, you go to 
Summer street.’ I immediately went to Summer street, to what 
they call the Constant Building; I believe that is the building 
towards South street, the last building burned that was towards 
South street. That building and the building adjoining, toward 
Federal street, both of those buildings were all atire in the rear. 
I looked for a line of hose ; there was nothing that appeared avail- 
able at the time. I turned and on the opposite side of the street, 
nearly directly opposite to me, was a hose carriage, a hose wagon 
with a horse in it without a driver. I immediately spoke to my 
driver, the man who drives my wagon, and told him to jump on 
that wagon and drive it to the corner of South and Summer streets 
to an engine and run me a line of hose there, and the driver did 
so and I took the hose myself and put the first water there was on 
the Constant Building. By the time we got the water the flame 
was coming down the stairway from the second story like a water- 
fall coming down in that manner. After getting that line of hose 
and getting additional men on the hose to assist, I went to Fed- 
eral street and reported to Chief Webber that there was a heavy 
fire in the buildings on Summer street, and immediately turned to 
go back to the fire and met Engine 8’s men coming up Summer 
street. The foreman of the company didn’t seem to be working 
as I thought in my mind he ought to do and I sung out to him 
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pretty abruptly and asked him why he didn’t haul around and help 
the men along, and he said, ‘* Captain, my arm is ali paralyzed 
from an eJectric shock I got from one of the lines that just fell, 
and Iam unable to use the arm.” I finally got No. 8 up to the 
side of the building and got them to work on the fire. 

@. That building was where? 

A. The Constant Building and the building adjoining it. 

@. The Constant and Preston Buildings: 

A. Yes, sir; I then turned and saw the Deputy Superintendent of 
Police on the sidewalk. I went to him and said: ** Ll want you to 
do all you can to shut the power off these lines, so as to remove 
the danger there is in these electric wires.” — 

@. What lines did you mean by that? 

A. I mean the trolley wires; and I then started and went to 
South street, to head off some of the second and third alarm 
engines coming in, intending to bring them to Summer street. 
The first I met was the foreman of No. 3 coming in with his men, 
and I said to him, ‘¢ I] want you to report on Summer street?” 
He told me he was under Assistant Chief Regan’s orders. I 
turned and Assistant Chief Regan happened to stand there. He 
said to me, ** Cheswell, take that line right into this building ” — 
that is the building at the corner of South street and Linwood 
place. I went directly to the roof of that building and that line - 
followed me. WhenI got to the roof of the building, I found I 
was cut off by an alleyway. District Chief Keyes then appeared 
with No. 3 company, one of his companies —I suppose that was 
the reason for his coming there, as it was one of the companies 
in his district. Isaid, ‘+ Keyes, take care of this line. Iam going 
back to Summer street as quick as I can.” ‘The reason why I 
obeyed Regan’s order to go into that building was in the hope that 
I could get that line to bear on the rear of the Constant and 
Preston Buildings and get at the fire coming into the buildings in 
that way. As soon as I was able to get off I returned to Summer 
street. The moment I got to Summer street there were parties 
who came out of the building adjoining the Constant Building and 
told me that the partition wall between the two buildings was 
cracked and the fire was coming in there. I went into the build- 
ing and the building was full of smoke. It was nothing but what 
anybody could easily stand, but the smoke was pouring into the 
building. Ithen made the arrangements to stop that, put a man 
on each floor of the building, and went to the street again and 
ordered No. 8’s line to be hoisted on the roof of the building 
adjoining the Constant Building, and then Engine 27 and Engine 
12 reported to me. I placed their streams on that roof and we 
did what work we could there to handle the body of the fire in 
that direction and to stop it coming into this buiiding adjoining 
the Constant Building, and the shutters of this building adjoining 
the Constant Building were all charred. I opened them and kept 
nigh to the latter building so as to stop the fire in that direction. 
That was my point. After I got through there and saw that I 
could make no further headway there I reported to the chief the 
condition of things. He told me to get the lines down, that he 
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could use them otherwise, and I ordered the lines down. He 
ordered me to the rear to overhaul, and with ladder companies 
and with streams of water in the rear we attempted to overhaul, 
to pull the wall down there in the rear, and I stayed there until 
somewhere along about six or seven at night, when I was dismissed 
for supper. JI returned after supper and was directly ordered to 
report to quarters until the morning, when I was ordered again to 
the fire and assisted in working on the ruins, picking up the 
frozen hose, and taking care of hose, until somewhere about 
eleven o’clock, when I was sent to another alarm of fire. Those 
were the whole of my duties at that fire. 

@. Now, Mr. Chief, how long was it after you arrived there 
before you had a line of hose into the Constant Building. 

A. It might possibly have been from the time I left my house 
eight minutes, not over nine minutes to the best of my knowledge. 
Before you had a line to the Constant Building? 

Before I got a line there. 

And there was a fire in that building then? 

Yes, it was afire from top to bottom. 

The Constant Building, I mean, not the Hecht Building. 
Yes, sir. 

How was the Hecht Building at that time? 

Down. That is, when I got a stream on in the rear the 
rear mall of the Hecht Building was down then. Thatis, in my 
opinion, I cannot swear to that. 

(). That is, the inside of the Hecht Building was all burned out 
and this wall was down? 

A. Yes, this wall was in this area that they have said so much 
about. 
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Did you know about that area? 

No, sir; I did not. 

It is not in your district? 

No, sir. 

Now, have you been before the Fire Marshal ? 

. Yes, sir; several times. 

Well, were you before him in regard to this Hecht Building? 
Yes, sir. 

. You don’t want to be technical, you know, on these things, 
Mr. District Chief. We want to get at these recent fires, you 
know. We don’t want to go back when you have been there other 
times, you know. 

A. It would be a good thing to go back as far as that office is 
concerned. 

@. Well, we may look into that later. This order does not 
give us the power to make that inquiry, you know. Did you state 
before Mr. Whitcomb, the Fire Marshal, that you had to go some 
distance before you could get a line of hose to get into that Con- 
stant Building? 

A. I didn’t use those words, sir. I told him just as I tell you, 
word for word. 

@. Well, let us have it. What did you tell him? Repeat it. 

A, That when I found I wanted a line of hose at the Constant 
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Building I turned and found a hose wagon directly behind me with- 
out a driver, and I said to the driver who drives my wagon, 
‘¢ Take that to the corner of South and Summer, where the engine 
is, and run me a line from there,” and when he brought it back I 
took the blunderbuss and screwed it on myself. 

Where did you go with the line? 

As near to the Constant Building as it was safe to put men. 
Where, in the rear? 

No sir; in front, on Summer street. 

Now, have you read the Fire Marshal’s report ? 

VGR. 

You put that mildly. 

Yes, sir; I have. 

You haven’t studied it at all? 

No, sir; paid no particular attention to if. 

Have you formed any conclusions as to the report ? 

No, sir; I don’t know as I have. 

Now, did this paragraph here strike your eye as you read it: 

eS The spreading of the flames into the Summer-street buildings on 
the other side of the Hecht Building through the rear windows 
seems, however, to have been entirely unnecessary.” 

@. What do you say to that? 

A. Please read it again, sir. 

(Read by the clerk.) 

@. Now, what do you say to that? 

A. I don’t think he has a right to make any such statement 
unless he saw it himself. I didn’t make that statement. 

@. You didn’t make that statement to him when you were 
before him in his investigation? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Then, if that statement was made and attributed to you it 
was false, was it? 

WALEsY es Bil. 

@. Do you think Mr. Whitcomb arrived there in time to have 
noted that fact himself? 

A. If he did, he did something more than he has done for 
years. 

@. Do you know where he could get any evidence from any 
person that would lead him to come to that conclusion there ? 

43) No, sir; Ido not. 

@. It goes on, ‘‘ And the unwarrantable destruction of valuable 
property in this way would appear to indicate that either individu- 
als may be deserving of censure or methods be worthy of reforma- 
tion at the present time, in order that a repetition of such neligence 
in the future may not prove the cause of another unjustifiable 
loss.” 

A. As I understand it that is his opinion; it isn’t my say so. 

@. As I understand it, you never said so in your testimony 
before him? 

A. No, it isn’t likely I did. 

@. Well, do you think anybody could give that testimony there 
with any reliance or responsibility ? 
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A. No, sir; I do not. 

Q. Then you don’t believe it was an unjustifiable loss by reason 
of the negligence of the department? : 

A. No, sir; I do not. I don’t think any man, if you will 
excuse me, would have done any more than I did at that fire to 
help put it out; that is, from where I was placed on Summer 
street. 

@. You are talking now individually ? 

A. The whole department I speak of now. 

@. Collectively ? 

A, Yes, sir; the whole department. 

Then you don’t think any members of the Fire Department, 
either individually or collectively, are deserving of censure in the 
management of that fire? 
ay do not; no, sir. 

You have been how long in the department? 

Thirty years, April first. 

And have been district chief how long? 

Since 1880. 

And have beento all the large fires which have occurred in 
Boston since that time? 

A. Yes, sir; andI previously ran on the band engines as a 
volunteer. 

(@. Did you have anything to do with breaking down that wall, 
that partition wall, punching the hole in it? 

A. No, sir; but if I had had cause to do it I would have done 
it just as the man did who punched it. . 

@. You believe. there was cause for his doing it? 

A. Yes, sir, Ido. It has been done before. Years ago the 
very same thing was done, where I remember the case, and we 
then certainly saved a good deal of destruction. It was the time 
the old Canal block on Canal street —I guess you remember it, 
probably — got afire. The fire broke out in the block around 
some stairs thirty feet deep in the building, and I remember dis- 
tinctly that it was almost impossible for us to get at it. It was — 
the old hand department and we punched a hole through several of 
the adjoining buildings for that reason, because it was otherwise _ 
impossible to bring streams of water to bear upon the centre of 
that building without doing so. I know that that very thing has been 
done a number o| times and I have done it myself. I have done 
it- here, I will state, within ten years, at a fire on Wareham 
street. . 

@. (By Mr. Damrety.) Kingston street? 

A. No, sir; but a fire on Wareham street. I deliberately 
punched a hole through to get at the fire. We couldn’t get at two 
stories where we had to getin order to get at the seat of the fire, 
and I deliberately punched a hole in the wall and went in and 
stopped the fire by doing so. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) You believe that that was a proper 
thine to do? 

4, I shall do it at any time when required unless your Board 
of Aldermen passes an ordinance not to allow us to do it again. 
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» Q. You don’t think they will do that, do you? 

A. Well, I don’t know, I don’t think they will interfere with us, 
not when there is a fire. 

@. How many men are there under your charge, Mr. Cheswell? 

A. Somewhere in the neighborhood of sixty. 

@. And how many pieces of apparatus? 

A. I have three steam fire-engines, one ladder truck, one chemi- 
cal engine, one hose carriage, and a water-tower. 

@. Well, now, do vou know of any remedy, or are there any 
suggestions that you want to make that would improve the disci- 
pline of the department at the present time? 

_A. No, sir; I don’t. That is, of -course, as regards the disci- 
pline of the department, the Board of Fire Commissioners have cer- 
tain rules and regulations, and we have to carry out their rules 
and regulations as regards discipline. 

And those rules and regulations are carried out to the letter? 

To the letter, sir — that is, with me. 

Well, now, how is the discipline in your district ? 

As well as I can make it, sir. 

You know of no improvement that could be made? 

In the discipline? 

Yes, sir. 

No, sir; if there was I should make it. 

Are your men instructed as to how a fire should be fought 
when they arrive on the scene, by you? | 

A. Certainly, sir; they come directly under a district chief at 
a fire. They strictly obey his orders, obey the orders of their 
Officers. 

@. And I suppose there are times that you get them in line and 
give them instructions? | 

A. I do; as often as it is necessary in my opinion. 

@. Do you have any complaints to make for breach of dis- 
cipline ? 

A. Yes, sir. ) 3 

(). About what would they average, Mr. District Chief, in a 
year? We will take a year. 

A. Well, the department is better disciplined to-day than it has 
been in the past; it averages better, that is what I mean, referring 
back for years. 

@. And you speak now from your thirty years’ experience, or 
your twenty or thirty years’ experience. 

A. Well, I speak as far as I have been an officer. I have been 
an officer since 1874, having charge of the discipline of companies ; 
that is, being a captain of Company 4 in 1874, » district chief in 
1880, having had charge of three companies from 1874 to 1880; 
and the discipline of the department i is better to-day than it was at 
that time. 

. How does the capacity and the See aae of the men compare 
to-day with that of those of five years ago or ten years ago? take 
it within ten years; and how does their ability to cope with fires 
compare with that of other men in the department, say within ten 
years ? 
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A. J have no fault to find with the ability of the men under me 
to cope with a fire, sir. 

@. Well, is there any improvement? 

A. Well, I cannot say there is any improvement. We have 
about the same class of men now as we had then. As a general 
thing our men are younger to-day than they were, of course, when 
the department was first reorganized. 

@. Are the men in your district so drilled at the present time 
as to be available for the very best service at fires? 

-.A. I should say so; yes, sir. 

@. Well, now, how many breaches of discipline have you been 
obliged to report during the past year to the Board of Fire Com- 
missioners ? 

A. During the past year? 

@. Yes, take it the past year, take it for a year. 

A. Well, that is something I wouldn’t dare to state, wouldn’t 
like to state — maybe from five to ten. 

Q. Ina year? 
vets i LOS. 

Q. No more? 

A. No. 

@. Well, what have been the causes of the reports? neglect of 
duty at fires? 

A. I never have reported a man in my district as yet, or have 
had cause to, for neglect of duty at fires. 

Q. Never have? 

A. No, sir. The trouble, gentlemen, with our men, in plain 
English, is getting a little too much liquor aboard. 

Q. You don’t mean, then, at fires? 

A. No, sir; I mean on their meal hours. 

Q. Well, now, you, of course, are conversant with all the ordi- 
nances relating to the department? 

A. I read them over as often as I think it is advisable. 

@. Now, you wouldn’t report a man if you knew that he took 
a drink ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. You mean when he is under the influence of liquor so that 
it might be noticed by you or the citizens generally ? 

A. That is it, sir. 

@. Then you believe it is your duty to report him? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And, Mr. Cheswell, so that it may be a matter of record 
coming from you directly, what has been the general province of 
the Board of Commissioners, what have they done, where men 
have been reported for being under the influence of liquor or in- 
toxicated, drunk? 

A. They have had the men’s days off taken away for something 
like one, two, or three months, the men having to remain on duty, 
and the men have been fined and discharged. 

@. They have been discharged? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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(). Have you ever had any talk with any of the inspectors for 
the insurance people? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Have they ever informed you of any breach of the ordinan- 
ces, or any violation, rather? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And what has your course been? 

A. As a matter of fact the way in which it is done is this: The 
insurance inspector of my district does often come to the engine- 
house and say, ‘** Cheswell, there is such and such a thing in 
building so and so, and it has got to this state of affairs, that I 
cannot do anything. We have raised the insurance, etc., on them, 
and still it remains,” and he says, ‘* Will you go down with me?” 
says he, ‘‘ you cannot straighten it,”’ and I will say, ‘* Certainly,” 
and I have been with him time and time again and remedied the 
defects. 

@. Well, bave you ever refused to take notice of anything that 
may be called to your attention that would be a violation by the 
underwriters or their agents of the ordinance ? 

As No, Sir: 

Q. The inspectors? 

A. No, sir; if they should suggest anything to me I should 
grasp it in a minute and attend to it. 

@. And you would order it attended to yourself, without its 
going around through the chief or anybody else? 

A. If I deemed it necessary to do so, yes sir. 

@. Have you ever had any conversation with Mr. Osborn 
Howes in relation to the relations that exist between yourselves, 
in all your experience ? 

A. He isa man I don’t think I ever saw, sir. 

@. Never had any conversations with him? 

A. No, sir; I don’t think I ever saw him. 

@. He has never made any reports to you in writing person- 
ally ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Have you ever seen any of the officers or any of the chiefs 
under the influence of liquor at fires? 

A. The district chiefs? 

Q. Why, certainly. 

A. I didn’t think they would do such a thing; no, sir, I never 
have. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Cheswell, I am going to read to you or have 
the clerk read to you Section 5 of the ordinance relating to the 
Fire Department, which is one of the sections that the Secretary 
of the Board of Underwriters complained of. I will first ask you 
if you have a fire patrol in your district? 

A. A fire patrol; yes, sir. 

Q. Is it kept up? 

A. Here is a book to show you that it is; yes, sir. 

@. What is the time and how many men do you have out from 
each house? 
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A. One man in the street at all times during the night and one 
man on the floor. 

@. Imean the fire patrol outside. 

A. One man, with the exception of bad weather, or if the fire- 
alarm service sbould be injured by a heavy, severe storm, we 
double up our patrol. We have two districts — that. is, Engine 4’s 
district is divided in halves. When one of the men is out the first 
hour he goes on one of the halves and comes back to the house, 
and then goes out a second time on the other half. He returns from 
the first half at the end of the first hour, and when he returns he 
starts out on the other half, the other beat. One trouble with our 
fire-aiarm is that if the wires are icy, or anything of the kind, and 
there is danger of the circuit being affected, we immediately 
have to double up, besides placing additional men at the several 
boxes in that circuit. 

@. ‘Then you would say that if a statement was made that your 
fire patrol system was not kept up it would be untrue? 

A. All I can vouch for, sir, is in my own district. 

@. I am talking now entirely to you, sir, speaking for your 
own district. 

A. I will vouch for my district during that fire patrol, sir. 

@. Have you ever had occasion to complain of any of the men 
who were out on fire patrol within a year? 

A. No, sir; I think not. 

@. Well, now, I am going to read this section, Section 5: 
*¢ Said Board shall cause all places where shavings, or other com- 
bustible- materials, or explosive compounds, or detonators, or 
other articles, goods, or merchandise liable to cause fire, are placed 
or kept, to be examined.’’ Of course, you know the rest of it. 
Is that section of the ordinance carried out to the letter by you in 
your district ? 

A. Yes, sir; as far as it is available for me to do it. 

@. And if a violation of that section was reported to you what 
would you do? 

A. I would inspect the place and if it didn’t conform to law I 
should immediately put it in writing, unless they attended to it by 
my advice, by my orders — put it in writing to my superior officers, 
the Board of Fire Commissioners. 

@). Have you ever had any occasion to make any complaints to 
the Board? d 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Where the owners or occupants refused to take your 
advice ? 

A. No, I wont say ‘‘ yes” as regards that. I think I have con- 
trol of my own district. I don ’t think I ever made a report to 
the Board in regard to combustible materials but what I have car- 
ried my point myself without going to the Board in regard to it. 

@. And the Board delegates that power to you, to do that? 

A. Yes,sir. I will say this, that where the merchants are, and 
in the business houses, it only requires a man cool-headed enough 
to go to them and explain their danger, and they seem to be per- 
fectly willing to acquiesce in anything we recommend. 
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@. Now, in relation to that other section of the ordinance here 
about ashes and cinders, what do you do in cases of that kind, 
supposing you went along to a building and found wooden boxes 
or barrels as receptacles for ashes and cinders ? 

A. I always recommend to firms that their ashes or cinders 
shall be kept in iron vessels, and where I recommend I follow it 
up and see thatit is done so. 

@. And where there they don’t do it I suppose you report to 
the Board. 

A. It only needs a proper person, any person having connec- 
tion with such matters and knowing what the danger is, to call it to 
their attention. and they do it when requested. 

@. Of course you are aware that there is a penalty attached to 
that under the ordinance? 

A. Yes, sir. In regard, Mr. Chairman, to the insurance in- 
spector I would like to state a case if you would like to have me. 

Q. Certainly, go right along, if it is information. 

A. He came to me a little while ago — it was previous to the 
first of January — and told me, said he, ‘* That building which we 
have been down to see is in ridiculous shape.” He referred to 
the building No. 11 Hawkins street, and I said, ‘* Let us go down 
again,’ and I went down again and we found in the building in 
one room a wood-worker. It was a building five stories high, an 
old dwelling-house with two additional stories put on top of it, 
with eight-inch walls, and there .was a wood-worker on the third 
floor standing at a circular saw in a table, and he had to get on 
his knees to work, there was so much rubbish from the wood that 
had been sawed off, blocks and sawdust from the work of that cir- 
cular saw, and he was smoking over it, and through that building 
the floors are in a dilapidated condition. I went to the party that 
leases the building, whose name is Holt, I think, a machinist there 
on Sudbury street, and he hemmed and hawed about doing anything 
about it. IL reported it to the Board of Fire Commissioners and 
asked the Board of Fire Commissioners for the privilege of wait- 
ing on the Inspector of Buildings and asking for the survey of 
that building, because I didn’t think the building was proper for 
the Fire Department to enterin case of any amountof fire. ‘The 
Inspector of Buildings immediately accorded me my wish; that 
is, furnished three inspectors, and I sent word to this inspector of 
the insurance company to accompany us. 

Q. Whatis his name? 

A. My gracious, I don’t know; Snow, I think. I couldn’t 
tell you his name, but I think it is Snow. And we went together, 
and two besides; I had the two captains of my district go to this 
building, and we thoroughly inspected that building and came to 
the conclusion that the building was unsafe, and here the last 
week I was summoned to court by the Inspector of Buildings. 
He had to put the owner into court to have him do anything in re- 
gard to it and the court gave him until the 31st of March, I think 
on account of the leases or one thing or another, when he was to 
take the building down, as I understand it, and put a new one up. 
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That is one case where the inspector of an insurance company 
came to me and wanted that. 

@. Now, Mr. Cheswell, it couldn’t have been twelve minutes 
from the time District Chief Abbott notified you before you got a 
line of hose into the Constant Building ? 

A. No, sir; I give you my time according to the best of my 
judgment and belief, sir. I think I have stated about nine min- 
utes, to the best of my judgment. 

@. Now, you arrived there in four minutes after the first 
alarm? 

A. That is my judgment. 

Q. Well, it wouldn’t take you very long. You can form a 
pretty good opinion of the time it takes you to go there, can’t you? 

A. Well, if I have a good whip it doesn’t take me long. 

@. And a good horse? 

A. Ihave a good one, sir. I went just as fast as I possibly 
could go at that time to that fire. 

@. You wasn’t delayed at all in going there? 

te INOt air. 

(). Did you state to Mr. Whitcomb that Mr. Abbott had told 
you he had rung in a second alarm when the buildings on Sum- 
mer street were on fire and to go round and attend to them? 

A. I might have made such a statement as that, sir. I don’t 
remember it now. ‘The actual effect of the statements or the con- 
versation between me and Mr. Abbott when I arrived at the fire 
was this: I met him and says he, ‘* Cheswell, go to Summer street 
as quick as you can.’ I think that is the way he said it and that 
those are the very words he used, and that those are all the words 
we had. 

@. Did you consult with the Department of the Inspection of 
Buildings, with the chief of that department and the inspectors at 
times, Mr. Cheswell ? 

A. I should, certainly. I do, and I should certainly again if I 
thought occasion required. 

@. And that case you just cited here is one instance where you 
went to them? 

A. Yes, sir; and there are others. There is one that occurred 
this month. 

@. Where you have reported to them and have asked their 
cooperation ? ; 

A. Yes, sir; in regard to a building, what I consider a public 
building. I was inspecting it and I found that in my opinion it 
was dangerous, and I reported the same to the commissioners and 
asked permission from the commissioners to immediately see the 
the Inspector of Buildings, and we came together and the im- 
provement has been made. 

@. You have no hesitancy in going to the Chief of the De- 
partment or to his inspectors, or to others, and codperating with 
them in the line of your duty? 

A. No, sir; I would be happy to meet them at any time. 

@. And you always are in the same way with the inspectors of 
the underwriters ? 
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A. It wouldn’t make any difference, sir, who they might be. If 
it was for the interest of the Fire Department or the interest of 
Boston as regards’ the inspection of the building I would meet 
anybody, sir. 

@. To protect their property ? 

A: Yes, sir: 

@. Have you always found the Department of the Inspection of 
Buildings, taking the chief and his inspectors and the men in his 
employ, willing to codperate with the Fire Department? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. How has it been with the inspectors of the Board of Under- 
writers ? 

A. They are the same, wherever I have come in connection 
with them. It is very seldom we meet, but as a general thing 
when the inspector of the Board of Underwriters and myself meet 
it is when he comes to me to ask my assistance to help him out in 
some little difficulty. 

@. That is, you never go to them to ask them to help you out? 
Have you ever done so? 

A. I don’t remember a case, sir. 

@. You don’t remember a case where you have gone to one of 
the inspectors of the Board of Underwriters to help you out? 

A. Nota particle. It might have been like this, that when I 
have gone with this inspector, going into a building and finding 
goods on a stairway I would say to him, ‘‘ Here, you ought not 
to allow that” — that is, in reference to insurance companies insur- 
ing a building — ‘‘ that stairway is all blocked.” 

@. You have directed him in his line of duty? 

A. Yes, sir, I have said he ought to look out for that and not 
allow these stairways to be blocked up with goods. 

@. Now, what is the character of the hose, so far as your ex- 
perience has been, that has been furnished in your district by the 
department? 

A. I have no fault to find with the hose, sir, that has been fur- 
nished in my district. The hose in my district is all right. As 
to the question of hose, we might put a new reel of hose on our 
wagon to-night and go out to a fire, and lay it along the floors and 
on the stairways of a building, and the hose would become soaked 
with water, and that water flowing around the building back and 
forth might be charged with acids and alkalies, and when we got 
back to the house and put the hose in the tub to wash it the fibre 
might come apart and the hose would be thoroughly useless, 
although it might have been a very good hose. If any acid gets 
into the fibre, of course it has a had effect on the hose. Of course, 
there are various things of that kind that will hurt a hose. 

@. What do you do with that hose? 

A. When anything happens to a hose we report on a blank to 
the Board of Fire Commissioners, and the hose is removed from 
the engine-house and a new hose put in its place. 

@. And it is condemned by you then and there? 

A. No, sir; it is condemned by an inspector, as I understand it. 

@. You condemn it when you make your report? 
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A. No, I turn it over for repairs, that is all. 

Q. As not fit for actual use at the present time? 

A. Yes, sir; not fit for actual use. When the blank form 
comes back to us, the blank being divided into three parts, it 
comes back showing what repairs have been done, and that is 
signed by the Iuspector of Hose; and on the bottom again is a re- 
ceipt that the foreman signs, and that paper is then transmitted to 
the Board of Fire Commissioners. 

@. Is there any time that you have run short of bose at any of 
the fires in your district? 

A. No, sir. 

@. And you always have an ample supply? 

A. Yes, sir. Each company in my district has a supply of two 
lines of hose; thatis tosay, with an additional extra piece oceasion- 
ally. That is to say, there are six hundred feet on each wagon and 
there are six hundred feet in the house all dry and ready to put on 
the wagon when it returns from the fire, and that is attended to im- 
mediately upon returning from a fire, unless it is very late at night 
and the men have had no sleep, when it is delaved until morning, 
and then the first thing that is done in the morning is to shift that 
line of hose and to see that the other hose is washed. And then, 
again, the hose is not allowed to remain on the wagon over a 
week, without being aired and changed. That is, if it was possi- 
ble for us to stay in the house over a week the hose would not be 
allowed to remain on the wagon over a week. ‘That is, it would 
be taken out and aired and the new line put on. 

@. (By Alderman FLoop.) JI understood you to say that you 
knew nothing about this area in behind this Preston Building. 

No, sir. 

Nothing about it at all? 

No, sir. 

You don’t know anything about it since then either, do you? 
No, sir. 

I will ask you this question. The area was enclosed by 
buildings, and was an area probably about eight feet wide — from 
eight to twelve feet wide, I don’t know just exactly the dimensions, 
but Mr. Whitcomb thought that the district chief of that district 
ought to know all about that area. Should a district chief of a 
disirict know all about that? 

A. Well, gentlemen, I can commence at my district up at 
Winter street and go into a building and have that building 
thoroughly in mind. Ina month’s time from then I would have 
that inspection thoroughly in my mind, and in case a fire should 
occur there I could go to any pointinit. But inside of a week ora 
fortnight after I had inspected the building the owner might come 
in and tear partitions down generally to suit himself, and the 
building would be so altered and changed over, that I would 
hardly know it. I am still continuing as the inspector of the dis- 
trict, but since my inspection the building has been altered over 
for the use of the tenants. A man really ought not to have more 
than one block to attend to in order to keep thoroughly familiar 
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with buildings so as to know how to do fire duty there in case of 
fire, knowing how everything is situated. 

@. The Fire Marshal laid a great deal of stress on the fact that 
he thought the Fire Department ought to have got into the Constant 
and Preston Buildings and attacked the Hecht Building through 
the rear of the Constant and Preston Buildings, through this area. 
The area was built up with a little shed of one story in height and 
the buildings about it there, I believe, were six stories in height, 
five or six stories, were they not? 

A. About six stories, five or six. 

@. Do you think it possible for the district chief, even if he 
did know all about that area, as he admitted that he did, but said 
he had forgotten about it, to have got into the area and done 
anything? 

A. No, sir. When I got there, there was fire in the Constant 
Building on Summer street. When I arrived there it was impossi- 
ble for a man to live in that iron-front building. 

@. Couldn’t you get anywhere near the building? 

A. Yes, sir; you could goto the steps of the building, but it was 
unsafe for men to enter the building, and I will tell you the reason 
why, if you would like to know. If I had deemed it advisable 
and possible to send men in there and had sent them in there, 
when the wall fell there it would probably have killed them, or 
they would have been killed by the hot air when the wall fell any- 
way, the same as at the Thanksgiving-day fire. I was with the 
men who were killed there, and came pretty near going with them. 
I was with some of the men of the company just before that — 
the men of Company 9, of East Boston— and some of them were 
killed by this back draught air, this hot air. I was near Company 9’s 
men and came near going with them. It was the same here on 
Summer street. If a man had gone in there, if he had entered 
the walls of the building, when this wall fell he would have been 
killed. I am accountable for the men under me, and I will not 
send a man in where I will not go myself. 

(By the Cuarrman.) Did you find any delay caused, Mr. 
Cheswell, by the overhead wires ; did they interfere with the work- 
ing of vour department? 

A. Well, I didn’t see it myself so much as through the experi- 
ence of others, at one time when I was coming up Summer street 
on No. 8’s line. 

@. Well, take it in a general way, do you encounter any de- 
lays. 

i. Yes, sir; they do delay us in raising our ladders. Instead 
of being able to raise our ladders standing on the street and throw- 
ing them against the building abruptly, as we would like to do, 
we have to go around on the sidewalk and lift them up parallel 
with the building and get in under and raise the ladders in that 
way, and then turn them around on the building. The wires do 
bother us. There is no earthly use in saying they don’t. The 
wors detriment and obstruction that the Fire Department has to 
contend with to-day is the wires. 

Q. (By Alderman Fioop.) You don’t have room on the 
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street between the wires and the buildings to put up the ladders 
as you would like to do? 

A. No, sir; and there is one place, I think it is the Hotel 
Saville, in Bowdoin square, where if the time ever comes when 
they have a fire there you can readily see if you will go there and 
look at the condition of the trolley wires and others, that you 
could not possibly get a forty foot ladder there and save life in 
that hotel. I think if anyone will go there and look at the condi- 
tion of things they would come back with the same opinion I have 

ot. 

@. (By Commissioner Murry.) Mr. Cheswell, will you just 
read your proceedings for one day from your book there, En- 
gine 4’s book, so as to give the committee an idea of what kind 
of a record is kept in connection with each individual engine 
company? You might take the day, for example, before the 
Hecht fire, or the day of the Hecht fire, January 10th. 


12 Midnight. Sheerin relieved Lothrop on house patrol. 


12 we Smith left to patrol first beat. 
12.45 A.M. Received alarm from Box 454 on tapper and gong. 
1:00 > Smith reports from first beat. 
LEOO) FF Smith left to patrol second beat. 
1.14 ‘ All-out from Box 454. 
5 iy Py All-out from Box 136. 
0 yea Smith reported from second beat. 
Brod es Smith left to patrol first beat. 
S007 5* Smith reported from first beat. 
3.00 ‘ Smith left to patrol second beat. 
4.00 * Smith reported from second beat. 
Patrol completed. 
4,00 07° Hoseman Newdick relieves substitute Sheerin, house patrol. 
B00 iL . Exercise omitted — snow. 
6.45‘ Struck morning call. 
Three gauges, thirty gallons in engine-boiler. 
8.22. cos Received alarm from Box 48 — responded to by tower. 
B.pUbie. Received second alarm from Box 48 — responded to 207-219 


Federal street. Company in service; hydrant corner Fed- 
eral and Purchase streets; street streams from Federal 
street; six hundred feet of line, returned at 6.55 P.M. 


Lid § Received alarm from Box 423. 
11D es Received all-out signal from Box 423. 
12.25 P.M. Water-tower returned to quarters, Box 48. 
11D: Delivered syphon to Protective 1. 
3.40 ** Received alarm from Box 13, tower Ppepobes 
4.25. ‘* Tower returned from Box 13. 
4.45 <§ Received all-out signal, Box 138. 
6.55 ‘ Engine No. 27 relieved from duty at these quarters by return 
of Engine Co. No. 4. 
008 Horse 241 to shop. 
Salo « Returned. 
apr SS Burns and Murray to fire. 
(fa. Substitute Matthews, Engine 27, and Engine 14, reported 
for duty with Engine No. 4, and left quarters to report at 
fire, Box 48. 
S15 415 Hoseman Addison and Substitute Sheerin reported from fire. 
B20. 43 Received engine chuck. 
8.40 ‘ Hoseman Killion and McKirn reported from fire. 
S.00 oo Hoseman Griffin on house patrol. Street patrol at fire. 
0. 0b Uae Received alarm from Bex 412 — did not respond. 
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@. Do you remember the width of that area in the rear of the 
Constant and Preston Buildings ? 

A. No, sir; I do not. 

@. Let me suppose a case to you: suppose that area were eight 
feet wide, —I believe it is eight feet wide in one part, — and that 
Building, the Hecht Building, was six or seven stories in height, 
seven stories counting the basement, and that the fire was in full 
blast in that building. Even if you had got into the Constant 
Building, would you have considered it good judgment to have 
gone into the area at the rear and have stood within eight feet of 
that burning building, the Hecht Building, and have played on it? 

A. That would have depended wholly on the condition of af- 
fairs. If I thought it was safe to go there I would have done so. 
I would have used my judgment in regard to it. 

@. Taking chances? 

A WY GS. 28ir. 

@. You also say in regard to the ordinances there, that you 
thoroughly live up to them, you and your officers? 

Asn Yessslr: 

@. And I understand you to say that you personally never have 
gone to see anybody connected with the underwriters to have them 
tell you what your duty was? 

A. No, sir; there was, years ago, a gentleman in the Under- 
writers Department named Kelsey — 

@. Iam only asking you in regard to the last six years? 

A. No, sir. 

@. (By Commissioner Fircou.) How large a proportion, cap- 
tain, of these men whose attention you call to the rubbish and 
shavings, etc., attend to it? 

A. You know, sir, because you don’t receive any communica- 
tion from me, and you know I do my duty, I suppose. 

@. Of course, when they attend to that properly, or attend to 
it within a reasonable time, you don’t make any report at all? 

A. No, sir. 

@. The Codman Building on Hanover street is in your district, 
isn’t it? 

A.VYes) sir; 

@. Didn’t you have some trouble there a year or two ago on 
account of the wires? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. How long a delay should you think there was in the matter 
of raising the ladders on account of the wires ? 

A. I would not think of stating the length of delay, but it 
caused considerable delay. 

@. Didn’t you have to use a pompier ladder in order to get 
into the rear of that building? 

A. Yes, sir. That pompier ladder was not used on account of 
the wires. It was used in the rear of the building. 

@. Did you have to get the water-tower up, and were you 
unable to get it playing for some time on account of the delay in 
raising it, by reason of the wires? 
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A. Well, that fire you speak of in that building, Mr. Commis- 
sioner, is one that occurred when I was laid up. 

@. Oh, that was the time that you were sick? 

HS bY eS; 816: 

@. Did you go to the Chipman Building fire ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. (By the Cuarrman.) How many second and third alarm 
fires have there been in your district within the past year? 

A. Thank God, but few. 

@. And the loss in your district by fires has been how much in 
that period? 

A. Well, I have averaged in my department as well as any dis- 
trict of the fire department, in my opinion, if I do say so. They 
are all mostly old buildings in my district. 

@. You haven’t that on your memorandum book? 

A. No, sir; I have not. 

@. You keep, I suppose, a list of the buildings that you visit 
and inspect? 

A. I have of late. I have always heretofore kept it in my 
head. That is to say, I always go accompanied with one of my 
officers and we make ourselves familiar with a building, so that if 
there is a fire in my district I can go right into the building and 
know about it. 

@. And you now keep a record? 

A. Yes, sir; I have started to. I will place something before 
your committee which I think will be of service to you at this 
point. But ashort while ago a certain gentleman in this city, in 
this room, asked me to go and inspect a hotel in my district. I 
went there and did so, and in inspecting it, in the first place — 
the reason why | state this is that I heard the other district chiefs 
about sprinklers, stand pipes, etec.,—I went to this hotel and 
inspected it with the captain of the company and went thoroughly 
through it with the janitor, and as I was going up through the 
hallway I discovered a stand-pipe without there being any hose on 
the stand-pipe. I professed to be ignorant to that man and asked 
him what that pipe was. ‘* That?” he said, ‘‘ that is the fire 
pipe.” —‘*Well,” said I, ‘* how do you use it in case of a fire? ”— 
‘* Well,” he says, ‘‘ it is for putting the fire out.” — ** Well,” says 
I, ‘* I should think if a fire occurred and if it was to be of any use 
you should have some hose on it.” — ‘* No,” he says, ‘* my orders 
are if there is a fire on this floor to immediately open this valve 
here.” The opening of that valve pointed directly to the stairway. 
That was the condition of that hotel, at the corner of Dartmouth, 
I think, and Beacon streets, a big hotel there. That was the con- 
dition of it that day. I still further investigated and I found 
that the water instead of being in the stand-pipe was shut off at 
the sidewalk in front of the building. That is the condition of 
stand-pipes as a general thing, and of the sprinklers. 

What did you do when you found that? 

I reported it to the Board of Fire Commissioners. 

Now, you can go on. I won’t ask you what they did then. 
We were inspecting a warehouse here on Congress street a 
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short time ago, after a fire, and as we were going up we discovered 
that the building was all fixed up nicely with these sprinklers, and 
so we were wondering how there could be such a heavy fire on the 
top of the building. Come to fiud out there was no water in the 
building. The sprinkling pipes and the sprinklers were there, but 
there was no water. It is discouraging, gentlemen, to the Fire 
Department to see these things put into the buildings, and when 
the time comes they are of no service. 

@. Well, I suppose you made a report of that, also? 

A. That was not in my district. I should have given it if it had 
been. 

@. What district was that in? 

A. District Chief Abbott’s. 

@. Don’t you think, Mr. Chief, that no matter what district 
you go into if you find a condition of affairs like that you should 
report it? 

A. I don’t interfere with any other district. 

@. I am not talking about that. Don’t you think it is a good 
rule for the commissioners to apply to have the chiefs report such 
things as they find there, no matter what part of the city they are 
in? 

A. Well, this was all talked over by the Board and the Depart- 
ment Chief on the ground. 

@. And you talked it over, did you, with the district chief 
and with the cbief? 

Fale MA pra iby 

(. And you don’t know of your own knowledge whether the 
district chief did report that or not — do you know? 

A. IJ don’t know. 

@, But you know it was talked over in his presence by the 
chief of the department and other district chiefs at the fire? 

Ane Les mSirs 

Commissioner Murpny. — This particular case he refers to 
where the sprinklers were not in operation, I am inclined to think 
possibly the tenants were not to blame, as they had made applica- 
tion to the Water Board to have the water turned on and had de- 
posited the money to have it turned on, but the Board had not 
come to a conclusion in regard to it. In other words the Water 
Board had not turned on the water in the building. 

Commissioner Fircn. —I believe there is a suspicion that this 
fire caught by spontaneous combustion from oily rags used in pip- 
ing the building to put up the sprinklers. 

Commissioner Murpny. — Yes; I don’t know how true that is, 
but that is the rumor. 

Commissioner Fircu. — I say that there was a suspicion of that 
kind. There was a statement that it caught from oily rags. 

The Cuarrman. — Well, the matter was called to the attention 
of the Board? 

Commissioner Murrny. — Yes, sir; in that way. 


The hearing was adjourned to to-morrow at 2 P.M. 
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FOURTH HEARING. 


Wepnespay, March 8, 1898. 


The hearing was resumed at 2 P.M., Chairman Lee presiding, 
and all the members of the committee present. 


Statement by JosHua M. Sears. 


@. (By the Cuarrman.) I understand that you are Mr. Sears, 
Joshua M. Sears? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. I find here, on the 24th of January, a petition sent to his 
Honor the Mayor, which I suppose you are conversant with, a 
petition which you signed? 

A. Yes, sir; that petition was sent to my office by one of the 
insurance brokers in Boston, who asked me to sign it, which I 
cheerfully did. I did it because the insurance brokers probably 
have as much interest in the welfare of Boston, and the buildings 
of Boston, and in the Fire Department, as any one else, and I felt 
that they probably had some good reason why the Fire Depart- 
ment, or the efliciency of the Fire Department, should be looked 
into. 

@. Well, I suppose you read this petition before you signed it? 

A. I did, sir, and I have read it since. 

Q. Now, can you give the committee, Mr. Sears, any informa- 
tion, or offer any suggestions as to where any improvement can 
be made in the efficiency of the present Fire Department of the 
city of Boston? 

A. In the first place, sir, I don’t think I, as a citizen of Boston, 
can criticize the Fire Department of Boston in any particular, for 
the reason that I have no facilities for observing the Fire Depart- 
ment or their workings. Iam not allowed inside the lines, and I 
don’t know what they do. I would make one suggestion, that in 
the future at the fires, those who are allowed inside the lines of the 
fire should be those who are connected with the Fire Department 
of the city of Boston and no others. 

@. Have you, Mr. Sears, yourself personally or through any 
representative ever made a request to procure a badge to get in- 
side the fire lines? 

A. J have not asked for a badge, but I have often asked to be 
allowed inside the lines, and have given my name and have not 
been allowed inside. 

@. Have you ever gone to the commissioners asking for that 
privilege as a real estate dealer and broker? 

A. No, sir; I have not. 

Q. You never have? 

A. No, and what is more than that, sir, I should not do it, be- 
cause I don’t think it is my business to put out fires. 
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@. Well, when you say you have gone to the lines, you must 
have had some desire to get inside the lines? 

A. IJ went to the Sears Building fire, sir, and came down there, 
and it was twenty minutes before I could get inside the lines, and 
I couldn’t have got in then unless I happened to know the police- 
man, who knew me. 

@. Now, you suggest that notwithstanding the fact that you 
have been trying to get inside the lines that you would advise, or 
suggest rather, that no person other than the members of the Fire 
Department or the Protective Department be allowed inside the 
lines? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. That would be one suggestion? 

A.. Yes;sir: 

@. Now, is there any other suggestion that you can make as to 
the efficiency of the present Fire Department? 

A. I would also suggest, sir, that all the wires in the city of 
Boston should be put underground, including the electric wires of 
the electric cars. 

@. You mean the trolley wires? 

wes SIE: 

@. You believe all wires should be put underground ? 

A. Every wire. I will state, sir, that I have received a noti- 
fication this morning or yesterday morning from Mr. Osborne 
Howes, Jr., that unless the wires which are run on poles adjacent to 
my buildings or in front will be removed within a reasonable time, 
the insurance on those buildings will be increased by reason of 
their interfering with the efficiency of the Fire Department of the 
city of Boston. 

@. And you believe all overhead wires should be put under- 
ground ? 

A. Every one. 

@. No matter what the expense may be to the corporations ? 

A. Every one of them. I will state personally that on a great 
many of my own buildings there are wires, but the conditions on 
which those wires are on my buildings are based upon four or five 
different things; in the first place, that they shall be everywhere 
ten or twelve feet above the roof of the building, so that in case 
of fire the fireman or the fire apparatus shall not be interfered with ; 
that there shall be no wires whatsoever on the sides or directly on 
top of the buildings, and so on. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Sears, do you know where the public have 
lost confidence, other than in this petition that you have signed, 
in the efficiency of the present Fire Department of Boston? 

A. I believe, sir, that the Fire Department of the city of 
Boston is capable of being as good as any fire department in the 
world. I think the men we have just as good here as any- 
where else, and my suggestion would be that if some of those 
outside of the Fire Department were kept outside of the lines, 
outside of the ropes, and the firemen were left to fight the fires in 
their own way, the fires would be better managed. 
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(). Now, Mr. Sears, is it not a well-known fact that we have 
got one of the best fire departments in the country? 

A. Got some of the best men; yes, sir. 

@. And have we not the reputation? 

A. Well, that is a very difficult question to answer. I think 
we may have the reputation, yes, sir, of having the best fire de- 
partment anywhere in the country. 

(). Well, don’t we possess it, from your observation ? 

A. We pay enough for it. 

@. That isn’t the question — don’t you think we have it? 

A. J think we have got the men, I think we have got the ap- 
paratus, and I think if they were left alone and managed those 
fires as they wanted to manage them and were not told how to do 
it by the newspapers and everybody else they would get along 
pretty well. 

@. I guess that is about right; now, I think you are getting 
down to the solid facts — and by some of the underwriters? 

A. And by some of the people who are connected with City 
Hall. 

@. And some of the people connected with City Hall? 

A. Yes, sir; quite a number of them. 

@. Well, will you tell me any person you know of who is con- 
nected with City Hall who ever makes any interference witb 
the workings of the Fire Department of the city of Boston? 

A. No, sir; I can’t give you the names of them because | don’t 
happen to know them. 

@. Are they members of the City Council? 

A. No, sir; I have seen quite a number of the members of the 
City Council go inside the fire lines and go up to the officers, we 
will say, of the Fire Department of the city of Boston, and what 
they said to them [ don’t know. 

@. Then your inference is simply that you mean they should be 
kept outside the lines just the same as any other citizens? 

A. Let them stay inside the Common Council Chamber and the 
Aldermanic Chamber in City Hall and run their own business and 
let the Fire Department run theirs. 

@. And you apply that to the public generally? 

A. Just the same as you, Mr. Lee, or any other business man 
runs his business. Do it on business principles, and then it will 
be done right. 

@. That is what we are trying to get at, the suggestions of the 
business men of Boston, in order that we may come to some con- 
clusions. 

A. I have given you two there. 

@. That is right. Iam glad you have come. I think you have 
made some wise suggestions, and I suppose you would apply that 
also to this paragraph : 

‘* An apprehension of possible loss exists which constitutes a 
serious impediment to business.” 

You would apply to that the same suggestions you have made 
with reference to the interference with the department, of news- 
papers, underwriters, and people who get inside the lines? 
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A. I think it might be; yes, sir. 

@. Well, now, will you read this paragraph: ‘* We realize that 
a large amount of money is annually spent for the support and 
improvement of the Fire Department, but it seems to the under- 
signed that the city is not obtaining the results which should fol- 
low this generous contribution on the part of the tax-payers.” 
Now, what have you to say in reply to that paragraph ? 

A. Well, I believe I have already said that the Fire Depart- 
ment of Boston costs enough  Didn’t I say so? 

Q. Weil. 

A. Then you asked me if it was not the most efficient Fire 
Department in the country. I said I believed it had an oppor- 
tunity of being so, that it had the best men. The reason that 
clause is put in, I presume, is this: As you know, there were a 
large number of fires, one coming after the other, and while there 
was no explanation given as to how those fires should have come 
as they did, one on top of the other, it was perfectly reasonable 
and perfectly proper that there should be some investigation made, 
and that is why that word ‘‘ seems” was put in. I presume that 
will appear from further examination of the witnesses. 

@. Then you don’t know of your own knowledge where the 
money that is appropriated for the department is not spent judi- 
ciously and wisely? 

A. That I have no means of knowing, Mr. Lee. 

@. Well, has it ever been intimated to you by any person that 
it was being spent not in a judicious and wise way? 

A. I don’t think I should listen to him if it had been. 

Q. Well, why? 

A. Well, because it is none of my business. 

Q@. Well, then, if it was not any of your business, Mr. Sears, 
why did you sign this petition ? 

A. Because signing that petition is one thing, as to the efficacy, 
as to the efficiency of the department. As to whether the money 
is judiciously expended is another thing entirely. 

@. I have asked you a question as regards the efficiency, and I 
think you have answered that fairly. But now I would like to ask 
you as to the support of the Fire Department and the money that 
is being expended. Now, I will ask you if you know of your own 
knowledge, or has anybody ever intimated to you, that it was not 
being judiciously expended by the commissioners? Have you 
heard anything of that kind? 

A. No, sir, I have not; I never heard anything of the kind. 

@. Then it would have been just as well if that paragraph had 
not been inserted there, would it not? 

A. As far as I am personally concerned; yes, sir. 

@. Now, this was brought around, I suppose, by some of the 
underwriters of Boston? 

A. No, sir, it was brought around by one of the clerks of the 
insurance brokers. 

Q. By what firm? 

A. Well, | have been trying to think. I would tell you if I 
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knew —I am not quite positive. I don’t want to mention any- 
one’s name and then get the wrong one. 

@). And then I suppose from what you have said in relation to 
the matter in this last paragraph: ‘‘We earnestly ask you to take 
the matter in hand for the purpose of seeing whether in some way 
better results than are now realized can not be obtained,” — I 
suppose your first answers will answer as to that last paragraph 
also? 

A. I think they might. 

@. Well, is there any other suggestion now, Mr. Sears, that 
you would give other than the one of the taking down of the over- 
head wires and that of keeping all parties and persons except the 
members of the Fire Department outside of the fire lines at a fire? 

A. Yes, sir; removing the electric cars from the streets of 
Boston. 

@. Do you know anything about the working of the Fire De- 
partment at all? 

A. Youask me if I could give you any other suggestion, — I 
think if you would remove the electric cars from the streets of the 
city of Boston that would be another good thing. 

Q. Well, don’t you think there would be a greater row made by 
the citizens generally if they were removed than has been made by 
even the underwriters, the Stock Board and Auction Board, in 
this case? 

A. I don’t think we ought to be governed by big rows. 

@. Don’t you think we ought to be governed by the majority of 
the people of the city of Boston, respecting, of course, the minor- 
ity of the citizens? 

A. Yes, sir; but who do they bring in; citizens of Boston or 
outsiders ? 

@. I know they bring in a number of farmers from my district ; 
Iam among them. We farmers, you know, have to get in town 
just as well as the city fellows that reside in the heart of the city. 

A. Are you a farmer, sir? 

@. That is what I am, an agriculturalist. 

A. Soam I. 

@. Now, have you any knowledge of what the losses were at the 
last fire in the Hecht Building? 

A. No, sir; I have no knowledge of that. I went down to the 
fire, but couldn’t get to it; couldn’t see it. 

(. Of course you know what the paper said as to what the 
losses were? 

A. I don’t always believe what I see in the paper, sir. 

@. I will again ask you, Mr. Sears, as I don’t think you 
answered that; you don’t know of your own knowledge anything 
about the working of the Boston Fire Department ? 

A. I have no means of knowing it, sir. 

@. You know nothing about the discipline that is exercised 
either by the officers in charge or under the direction of the Fire 
Commissioners ? 

A. I can state, sir, that in the only instance that I know of, 
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where I was present at a fire; that is, the Sears Building fire; the 
discipline was extremely good. 

(). That is, of the men at the fire? 

A. The men at the fire. 

@. And you have nocomplaint to make as far as the officers, the 
apparatus, or the management of the Fire Department are con- 
cerned, other than you have stated? 

A. From what I have personally seen. I haven’t seen anything 
— haven’t been able to. 

@. Well, your suggestions are — outside of taking the wires 
down, as they impede ‘the working of the department — 

A. The removal of the electric cars. 

@. Yes; and the keeping of parties outside the fire lines ? 

A. Of everybody; yes, sir. 

Q. (By Mr. Barry.) You are a resident of Boston, Mr. 
Sears? 

Away Gare sit: 

@. What part of Boston do you live in? 

A. On Arlington street. 

@. You live on Arlington street. Do you patronize the horse- 
cars or the electric lines to get to your home? 

Patronize either of them? 

Yes, sir. 

No; I walk. 

You usually walk? 

Always walk. 

Now, you state that you believe they ought to abandon the 
use of electric system in this city ? 

edo: 

@. Then, that being the case, what system do you believe they 
ought to go back to or adopt? 

A. I think they ought to relieve the city — I don’t mean to say 
that every single electric car or horse-car should be taken out of 
the city, but I think this thing has grown beyond the limits to 
which it was originally intended to go. I don’t think there should 
be ever in any street more than one track. 

@. Then you are a resident of Boston, and don’t patronize the 
cars ? 

A. I beg pardon — I do get into the cars sometimes. 

@. To your home, I mean? 

A. No, sir; it is too short a distance. 

Q. Would you object to an elevated railroad passing by the 
Sears Building going out through Washington street? 

A. I don’t have anything to do with it, sir. 

@. I ask you as a citizen if you would object to it? 

A. I don’t think so. 

Q. You would favor an elevated railroad passing up Washing- 
ton street? 

A. If there is no other way of getting around. I don’t believe 
in elevated railroads. I think the moment you get elevated rail- 
roads, they will be worse than elecric cars, a great deal worse. 

@. Do you know of any system in the country whereby they 
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run electric cars underground, what is known as the underground 
system? 

A. There has been a system, the Daft system, I believe. 

@. That was a success? 

A. I think it was. I have seen it working. 

@. I believe, Mr. Sears, you are aware that when a fire is 
underway the chief engineer or the district engineer in charge 
does not as much as take orders from the commissioners, if they 
are on the ground, much less take orders from any member of 
the City Council? 

A. Iam not a member of the Fire Department, sir, and I don’t 
know. 

@. I asked you if you were aware of that? 

A. No, sir. That is the fact? 

Q. That is the fact. 

A. Are you quite sure, also, that orders are given them that 
they shall not talk to anybody? 

@. I cannot say there are. I think that would be a little in the 
extreme to do that. . 

A. I didn’t know whether that was done or not. 

The CuarrmMan. ‘That is a good suggestion, I think—a wise 
suggestion he makes. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpny.) I would like to ask one 
question. I didn’t exactly catch what you said, Mr. Sears. You 
are aware, of course, that a great many of the men inside the 
lines are not only representatives of the press, but are representa- 
tives of the various insurance companies of Boston. I under- 
stood you to say, no matter who they were, have them outside the 
lines? | 

A. I don’t see what possible need there can be of having them 
inside the lines, or what possible use they can be in putting outa 
fire. ‘That is what the Fire Department is for. If the Fire De- 
partment is to go down there and look ata fire, I suppose every- 
body can do that, but I suppose their office in the city of Boston 
is to put out fires. Let those who are there to put them out, put 
them out. 

@. Then your recommendation includes everybody ? 

A. Everybody except firemen and policemen. 

@. (By Commissioner Fitcu.) Mr. Sears, about the only fire 
that you have visited, I believe, was the one in the Sears Build- 
ing? 

A. The only one I was allowed to go to; yes, sir. 

@. Yes, sir— IJ remember seeing you there. Did you have any 
complaint to make of the way that fire was handled at that time? 

A. Not the way that fire was handled —I think perhaps there 
was a little delay in getting there that morning. 

@. There was a delay in giving the alarm, I admit that, but as 
to the way in which the fire was handled, have you any complaint? 

A. Not in the least, sir. 

Commissioner Fircu. — That was one of the fires that caused a 
good deal of talk through newspapers and insurance men at that 
time, Mr. Chairman. In fact, it was the fire that started it. 
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The CHarrMAN. —Mr. Sears stated here that he had no complaint 
to make of the discipline there, that it was good, and his answer 


in that respect was conclusive. 


Commissioner Fircu. —I think they might. have been there a 
little more promptly if it had not been that the men had been‘ 
out at a large fire on North street and had got in an hour or two 
before that, and I think perhaps that was the reason for the delay. 
They were cleaning up their engine and that is why they were not 


quite so prompt, were delayed. 


Chairman Lee asked if anyone who had signed the petitions or 
who had received a notice was present, as follows; the clerk 


reading the names: 


John C. Paige 
Hollis & Wise 
B. B. Whittemore 
Scull & Field : 
Bullard & Davenport 
Guild & Eastman . 
W. G. Reed & Smith 
Blake & Taylor 
Freeman & Vinton . 
N. Foster, Jr. 
H. 8S. Wheelock 
North American Insurance Company 
Patridge & Macullar 
American Insurance Company 
Robert A. Boit . . 
P. E. Eddy & Son . 
Cyrus Brewer & Co. 
T. T. Sawyer, Jr. 
George C. Stearns . 
J. W. Porter & Co. 
O’Brion & Russell ; 
William H. Norris & Son. 
Hovey & Fenno. 
Francis H. Stevens ‘ 
Goodman, Jacobs, & Cate 
Charles H. Porter : 
Boylston Insurance Company 
G. G. Carpenter & Son 
William H. Brewster, Jr. 
James Bruerton 
J.J. E. Rothery . 
Jordan, Lovett, & Co. 


Mercantile & Marine Insurance Company 


Stearns Brothers 
Samuel W. Brown : 
Dana W. Bennett & Co. 
Ellison, Coolidge, & Co. 
Jordan, Marsh, & Co. . 
C. F. Hovey & Co. . 


(No response.) 
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Rice, Hutchings Co., by W. B. Rice President, (No response.) 
A. Shuman & Co. es 
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The CuatirMANn. — Is any person here whose name has been 


read or any person representing any firm? (No response.) Is 
Samuel Abbott, Jr., here? ; 

Mr. Assortt. — Yes, sir; with books and papers, according to 
the summons. 


Statement by SAMUEL ABBOTT, JR. 


@. (By the CHairman.) I suppose, Mr. Superintendent, you 
know what this inquiry is—- you have read about it? 

A. I know from my notice. 

Q. Well, we will have the clerk read the original order so that 
you may know. I will ask the clerk to read for Mr. Abbott’s 
benefit the original order passed through the government. (The 
clerk read the order.) Now, Mr. Superintendent, your full 
name ? 

A. Samuel Abbott, Jr. 

Q@. You are— 

A. Superintendent of the Boston Protective Department. 

@. Any connection whatever under the ordinances or under the 
laws with the Boston Fire Department? 

A. Under the statute law an auxiliary to the Fire Department. 

@. An auxiliary. Well, now, I suppose, Mr. Superintendent, 
that you go to all the fires within the city proper? 

A. I go to all the fires where both wagons respond at the pres- 
ent time. 

@. And the lines of your district are what — how far do. they 
extend? 

A. From Box 67, at Common street, north. 

@. Well, give us the lines, you know, about the streets. How 
far south do you go? 

A. South to Common street. 

@. Common street? 
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A. Common street. 

(@. You don’t go beyond that at all to any fires? 

A. Not south unless there is a second alarm. 

@. Ona second alarm you go beyond there? 

A. Ona second alarm I go beyond. 

@. Just tell us in your own way what territory your wagons 
cover; that is, take it on first, second, third, or general alarms. 

A. You asked first when I attended, and now you ask for 
wagons. 

@. I mean the department. You are a superintendent — if you 
want to commence on technicalities, we want to start right in. 

A. J am only endeavoring to answer your questions as you ask 
them. y 

@. You can state that in your own way. I will see that you 
are not interrupted. 

A. Wagon No. 2 responds as far south as Dimock street in 
the Highlands ; Wagon No. 1 responds as far north as Monument 
square in Charlestown and Central square in Kast Boston. Out- 
side that limit or that boundary line the department is represented 
by the call men who are assigned to the ladder companies of the 
Fire Department in the outlying districts, but who do duty only 
in case of an alarm of fire. 

@. And that, I suppose, is applicable to South Boston ? 

A. The same with South Boston. No.2 responds as far as the 
police station in South Boston. 

@. Now, Mr. Superintendent, have you ever been a member of 
the Boston Fire Department? 

A. I have. 

@. How long were you a member of the Boston Fire Depart- 
ment? 

A. I was appointed a private in the Boston Fire Department 
the first day of August, 1866. 

(). And remained until —? 

A. I was a promoted to a foremancy on the 12th day of Febru- 
ary, 1874. At the reorganization of the Fire Department April 
6, 1874, I was made a district chief. J remained there in that 
position until the first day of July, 1880, when I resigned to take 
the superintendency of the Boston Protective Department. 

@. And you have been superintendent of that department since 
1880? 

ie Yes;usir. 

(). How many men are there employed in your department ? 

A. There are now employed fifty-four men. 

(). That is including the outlying districts ? 

A. Yes, including everything — counting the permanent men, 
auxiliary men, call-men, and janitors. 

(). How many men have you in service that respond to any fires 
in the city proper here? 

A. We have in the day time from 6 A.M. until 7. P.M. twenty 
nen, ten on each wagon for two wagons; from 7 P.M. until 6 A. 
M. we have forty men, or ten men on each wagon for four wagons, 

(. You have four wagons in service ? 
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A. Night times, sir, yes, sir; from 7 P.M. until 6 A.M. 

-@. And they respond on first or second alarms? 

A. The companies are divided. Each company is divided into 
two sections, and on alternate nights each section responds on 
a first alarm. In case of asecondalarm in the department all the 
four wagons respond. 

@. On a second alarm? 

Aye Ness sire 

@. Do you have any system of fire patrol in the department 
under your charge? 

A, Have no street patrol. 

@. Just a house patrol? 

A. House patrol, yes, sir. 

(). There never has been any street patrol established by the 
Protective Department? 

A. No street patrol has ever been ‘established except at one 
time there was several years ago— I forget now exactly what the 
year was — quite a number of “these incendiary fires, where people 
would go up into buildings, and getting some stuff, throw it into 
a water-closet, or often there would be a building with a broken 
pane of glass in the basement and they would throw fire in there. 
The Fire Department sent out an established patrol at that time 
and we also sent out an established patrol. 

@. You have had no fire patrol since that was discontinued ? 

A. Not since that time, no, sir. 

@. Have there been any indications or any solicitations for you 
to establish a street patrol? 

A.: No, sir. 

(). And you never have recommended anything of the kind? 

a4. eNO SIF. 

@. Now, Mr. Abbott, you of course remember the fire on 
Thursday morning, January 20? 

A. The Hecht fire? 

@. The Hecht fire. 

dc, Yiesitsir: 

@. Well, you of course responded to that? 

Al Yessir. 

(). What time did you arrive at the fire? 

A. Oh, I should judge about eight minutes after the alarm was 
sounded. 

@. Then you got there just about the time the second alarm 
was ringing in? 

A. Probably ; yes. 

(. Now, Mr. Abbott, will you describe the condition of that 
building and other buildings when you arrived there, in your own 
way, without any questions at all; ,we will take your version. 

A. Is that anything in reference to the causes of the fire? 

(. ‘That seems to be something there has not anybody solved 
yet. That is what we are trying to get at. The causes may ap- 
ply toa good many things. One cause may be that it may be the 
fault of the department. How the fire originated may be another 
cause. We are trying to get at the facts so that we may draw 
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conclusions in regard to the matter. If there are any suggestions 
that may be offered by a gentleman who has been so long con- 
nected with the Fire Department and the Protective Department 
of the city of Boston we think that your suggestions and your 
opinion will be as valuable as those of any man who may appear 
before this committee and we may want, when we arrive at our 
conclusions, to recommend certain things based upon them which 
will best serve not only the department, but the citizens of Bos- 
ton generally and the underwriters. We desire the assistance of 
the recommendations which may be made by people who come 
here and who understand about matters connected with this whole 
subject. If it is a question of the appropriation of money we 
may make some recommendations in regard to money to be allowed 
the Fire Commissioners to run the department ; or recommendations 
may be made to the Legislature or to the chief magistrate of the 
city under the charter. That is what we are here for. We have 
open doors and the public are all invited to come here. 

A. Then, you desire a description of the fire as it appeared 
to me? 

@. As it appeared to you, in your own way; and any sugges- 
tions or recommendations that you may make, Mr. Abbott, we will 
be thankful to hear from you. We would like to know when you 
arrived there and when it was got under control. 

A. Well, so far as that is concerned I have no recommenda- 
tions to make. 

@. Or suggestions? 

4s .Or suggestions, sir. 

@. Well, we will try to draw them out of you before we get 
through. 

A. When [arrived at the fire I first went around to tlie Federal- 
street side, meeting one of the officers of my department — I think 
it was Sergeant Hall. I inquired of him whether there had been 
any covers placed. He said there had been covers put into the 
shoe store in the Hecht Building. JI went in there and found 
that some of the covers were there and also that the fire was 
leaking through the partition in the rear. I got out and I won't 
say whether it was the chief or whether it was some officer, but I 
met someone, and asked him if he would let us have a line or 
would have a line put in there until such time as we would take 
our covers out and he responded with a line of hose. But as 
soon as they got in there and gave the fire a dash there was a 
back draught or something fell and the hot air drove them out. I 
got out on the street and noticed in one of the large windows of 
Hecht Brothers’ store Lieutenant Gaffey and Hoseman Haley and 
two or three other hosemen there and they appeared as though 
they could not get out of the place. J asked them what was the 
matter and they said they could not get around to the door to get 
out and I sent McCarthy, one of the patrolmen, to the wagon to 
get a ladder. After he had gone I saw an awning there ‘and I 
pulled the awning down and told them to slide out. The smoke 

was very intense there and they came out. My department at 
that time was at work in the John J. Brown Building or the 
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Franklin Building on the corner of Summer street, part of them, 
and the rest of them were at work in the N. W. Rice Building on 
South street or N. W. Rice and the two adjoining buildings on 
South street. After the men were taken out of that place, out of 
the Hecht store, I went with Lieutenant Brown up through the 
John I. Brown Building —there were two lines of hose up there 
—to see if there was any leakage or any necessity for coverings 
and found some of my men in there. Some had covers under the 
skylight catching the water there, and one man was taking water 
up from a leaky coupling on the floor below the second floor, 
which I think it was that I went on. I went up on to the roof of 
the building. 

@. That is, the Rice Building? 

A. No, that is the John I. Brown Building on Summer street. 
From there I came down and ordered Lieutenant Brown to get 
all his men together and go into the White store, the next store, 
the leather store, and spread covers. While we were in there 
spreading covers I found that the skylight over the offices in the 
rear of the store was afire. I went out and met the chief there, 
and I told him the skylight was afire in the rear and he ordered 
Engine 22 to line in there. Engine 22 went in there as far as the 
end of the store, just into the office of the store, just by the 
door dividing the office from the store, and played from there. 
While they were there the wall fell on the side. I got out from 
there. I was standing on the outside when the fire showed in the 
iron building and also in the upper story of the building that the 
White Brothers, were in, which is the stone building. Then from 
that time I was sometimes around on the N. W. Rice side, some- 
times around in front, sometimes around by the archway and the 
water power building. 

Q. Now, Mr. Abbott, what was the actual condition of the 
interior of the Hecht Building when you arrived there? 

A. Why I should say the building was doomed. 

(). And that probably would have been about seven or eight 
minutes after the alarm had been sounded — upon your arrival; you 
stated about eight minutes? 

A. No, that probably was after I arrived —it might be fifteen 
minutes after the alarm had sounded. 

@. Well, that was the condition of the building when you ar- 
rived there? You say you arrived there about — 

A. Kight minutes after the alarm, and then the time it took me 
to get around there to the front. 

(. Your men did not spread any covers above the first floor, 
did they? 

HALRINOS SIT: 

(). And when you arrived there you font that it was so warm 
that you ordered them out? 

A. ‘They were not in there at the time that I went in. This was 
in the basement where these covers were spread and the 26 men 
were in on the first floor. 

@. And when you found that your covers were in the basement 
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I understand you that you went and asked some one of the officers, 
the chief or some of the district chiefs — 

A. IJ think it was one of the district chiefs, I won’t be certain 
which one. 

@. To put a line in there so that you might get your covers 
out? 

Ay Yessir: 

@. Then it must have been pretty warm at that time? 

A. Well, the fire was just leaking through the partition, you 
know. It was a glass window — no, it was a door, that went into 
the rear area. ‘That is what it was. 

@. You would not have taken any of your men into that build- 
ing, when you got around to the front of it, upon the second floor, 
at that time, the Hecht Building. 

A. No, sir; I would not. 

@. You would not have taken any of them in, — why? 

A. Because I should not want to lose my covers. 

Q. How about the men? 

A. The men are able to take care of themselves. Men can 
walk ; covers can’t. 

@. Well, you would not ask the men to go in there? 

A. I never asked a man to go where I would not go myself. 

@. Isay, would you have asked your men to have gone there 
when you arrived there — up on the second floor of that building? 

A. Most assuredly not. 

(). Therefore it must have been in a very dangerous condition 
when you would not take any chances to go in and save property ? 
You did not want to jeopardize the lives of your men or your own 
life? 

A. I have informed you that I thought the building was 
doomed. 

@. Lam trying to get at whether you would take any chances 
to go in there notwithstanding the fact that you thought the build- 
ing doomed; you say no to that? 

A. I hardly think I would take my life in my hand in that way 
and throw it away. 

Q. Well, lots of fellows do, you know. Was there any fire in 
the John I. Brown Building? 

A. There was none. 

@. Was there any fire in the N. W. Rice Building? 

A. At the time I ordered the covers in there? 

@. Yes, sir. 

A. Yes, sir; those skylights were going in the rear there, but 
there were no indications from the street that there was any fire in 
there at that time. 

@. And it was from your careful observation, looking around 
and keeping watch for fires and whatever damage might arise, that 
you discovered that? 

A. Either that or by instinct. 

Q. Well, which was it, observation or instinct? 

A. Observation. 

@. Observation. That is what I supposed. Now you asked 
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that a line of hose might be brought in there to put that out, did 
you not? 

A. ‘That was in on the first floor that I asked the chief to bring 
a line of hose. I told him there was fire in there and he ordered 
Ne 22 tu: 

(J. And he responded quickly ¢ 

A. He did, sir. 

@. Now, Mr. Abbott, how near was the Rice Building to the 
Hecht Building ? 

A. The Rice Building? There was a partition wall between 
the Rice Building and the Hecht Building. 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) That is on South street? 

A. The Rice Building is on South street, yes, sir. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) And outside of the fire that you dis- 
covered and that was immediately taken care of, no other damage 
was done to that building, was there, Mr. Abbott, except by 
water, no other damage was done by fire? 

si. What is that? 

@. There was no other damage done the N. W. Rice Building 
other than that which you discovered, by fire? 

dl. The N. W. Rice Building? I haven’t said anything about 
the N. W. Rice Building in that respect. 

@. Wasn’t that the building that the skylight was on fire? 

Aa iINOS airt 

@. Well, what building? 

A. That was the building on Summer street, sir. 

(. Well, I understood you say the Rice Building. By the Rice 
you mean, I suppose, the Constant or Preston Building. 

A. I don’t know just what you refer to. 

@. I understood you to say you had covers in the Rice Build- 
ing. I understood you to say that you did? 

A. Yes, sir, I had covers in the Rice Building, but I didn’t see 
any fire in the Rice Building; it was the buildings on Summer 
street, the stone front building and iron front building. 

@. Which building did you discover the fire in the sky-light? 

A. In the stone building on Summer street. 

Q@. Is that the Constant Building? 

A. I don’t know what the name of the building is — it is the 
stone building; one is an iron front and the other is a stone 
front. 

@. (By Mr. Davis.) Occupied by Brown? 

A. Occupied by the White Company. (Mr. Barry showed a 
plan to the witness.) Well, it is the Preston Building. 

@. (By the CHarrman.) Then there was no fire in the Rice 
Building ? 

A. Not that I saw, sir. 

@. Not that you know of? the fire that you discovered was in 
either the Constant or the Preston Building ¢ 

A. It was in the Preston Building. | 

@. Now, you were in that building at that time, of course, 
when you discovered it, and were going there to find out about the 
chances of covering up? 
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A. Yes, sir; I was going in on the main floor there to see about 
covering up there first. 

@: Now, about what time was that, Mr. Abbott? 

A. I couldn't tell you, sir, in regard to the time. 

@. Well, how long after you arrived ? 

A. I couldn’t give you any idea. I asked a man the time there 
once, and I supposed it was about ten o’clock and he said it was 
two o’clock. 

@. Did he belong to your department? 

A. No, sir; he was an outsider. 

@. Well, you certainly know when you got around and looked 
at the condition of the Hecht Building and got your men out of 
the basement of the Hecht Building ‘and when they were in the 
Preston Building spreading their covers. Now, you cannot give 
the committee any idea whether it was ten minutes or fifteen 
minutes from the time you arrived that you discovered that sky- 
light on fire? 

A. No, sir; I can’t give you any time. 

@. Well, had you been there an hour before you discovered it? 

A. I don’t know how long I had been there. 

@. You know you were there? 

A. Iam perfectly cognizant of the fact that I was there. 

@. Well, how long did youremain in the basement of the Hecht 
Building ? 

A. But a few moments. 

@. And you went right from there then to the Preston Buiiding? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Well, where did you go? 

A. I helped the members of 26 get out of the first story of 
the Hecht Building. 

That is, you threw down the awning and told them to slide 
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Yes, sir. 

How long did that take you? 

But a few moments. 

And you went from there immediately to the Preston Build- 
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No, sir. 

Where did you go from there ? 

Went in the John I. Brown Building up to the roof. 

How long did you remain in the John I. Brown Building ? 

I don’t know, sir; went through, looking around until I 
up to the roof. 

Wasn’t in it an hour? 

Oh, no, sir; most assuredly not. 

Were you in the building five minutes? 

I don’t know how long I was there. 

Well, do you think you were there five minutes in the build- 
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I think I was there probably about ten minutes; ten to fit- 
teen minutes. | 


176 APPENDIX. 


@. Then you came from the Brown Building around to the 
Preston Building. 

A. Then from the Brown Building to the Preston Building. 

(J. Then when you got into the Preston Building of course you 
observed this fire ? 

A. Yes, sir; I saw this fire at the sky-lights, at the rear. 

(). Then it must have been about twelve or thirteen minutes 
after you first arrived upon the scene when you discovered the 
fire in the Preston Building? 

A. I don’t figure it so. 

Q. Well, how do you figure it? 

A. I figure it that it took me about eight minutes to get to the 
idee 

@. Iam talking about the time after you arrived at the fire; 
never mind how long it took you to get there. 

A. I should say about twenty minutes. 

@. Then before you discovered that fire in the Preston Building, 
it must have been twenty minutes from the time that you arrived 
up to the time you discovered it? 

A. I don’t say it was —it might be. I don’t say I was correct 
on my time. 

@. It might be less? 

A. It might be less, and it might be more. 

@. What was the condition of the Constant Building at that 
time? 

A. I didn’t go into the Constant Building. 

@. Do you know whether there was any fire in that building 
or not? 

A. While I was in the Preston Building I came out. I heard 
some hollering and I came out of the Preston Building and saw 
the flames coming out of the Constant Building. 

@. Out of the front of the building or the rear of the building, 
Mr. Abbott? 

A. Out of the front of the building. 

@. That was immediately upon your coming out of the Preston 
Building? 

A. When I came out of the Preston Building, after we had 
spread some twenty odd covers. 

@. In the Preston Building? 

A. In the Preston Building. 

@. Well, now, did you have any talk with any of the district 
chiefs or with the chief in relation to the fire in the Constant 
Building ? 

Ava seolr: 

@. You did not? 

> NO s8Ir: 

@. Do you know, Mr. Abbott, whether there were any lines of 
hose in that building when you got there « or not —in the Preston 
Building? 

A. There wasn’t on the first floor. Whether there was any 
up-stairs I don’t know. 
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@. Do you know whether there was any in the Constant 
Building ? 

A. No, I didn’t at that time. 

@. Well, now, how long were you on the grounds before that 
wall fell — how long after you arrived there? Of course, I don’t 
want you to come down to minutes, but in your judgment how 
long had you been there before that wall fell? 

A. Oh, I should judge twenty minutes to half an hour. 

@. And that fell out which way? Which way did that wall 
fall, towards what building ? 

A. Well. it came down on the Preston, into the offices of the 
Preston and Constant Buildings, where that area is. 

@. And it fell towards those buildings? == 

A. Well, part of the wall came down there; whether all of it 
or not I don’t know. Some of it may have gone the other way, 
but I know some of it came down that way. 

@. Were you before the Board of Underwriters — before the 
Fire Marshal in his investigation ? 


A. Noy sir. 

@. You didn’t appear there at all? 

A> No, air: 

@. You gave no testimony there whatever? 

A. No, sir. 

@. I suppose that during your time there, you were, 2s you al- 


ways are, a eareful observer as to how the fre goes. Now, I am 
going to read a paragraph here and am going to ask you to pass 
judgment on it if you know. I will read “it to you, so that I won’t 
make any mistake : 

‘- The spreading of the flames into the Summer-street building 
on the other side of the Hecht Building through the rear windows 
seems, however, to have been entirely unnecessary.” 

Now, have you any knowledge of about how that fire went 
across there: What would you say to that? 

A. Why should I have any knowledge of it, only being dowu 
in the Preston Building and the fire coming across? 

@. Then you weren’t there; you don’t know anything about it? 

A. I: wasn’t looking at the building when the fire came across. 

@. Well, how long after you came out of the Preston Building 
did you discover that the fire was in the rear of Summer street? 

A. When the walls fell. 

@. Well, would the falling of those walls, Mr. Abbott, carry 
fire more quickly to the adjoining buildings? 

A. Of course it would. 

@. Well, how quickly? 

A. I am not experienced in measuring space or the velocity of 
flames. 

@. Well, how are you on gases? 

A. Well, pretty fair — certain kinds of gases. 

@. Well, how long would it take the gases that were made by 
the burning of the Hecht Building to go twenty feet? 

A. Well, not being able or not knowing, or not having the 
utensils there to measure the atmospheric quantity that would be 
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necessary to rarefy the air, why I am unable to inform the com- 
mittee. 

Q. Well, from the surroundings as you viewed them that day 
there, what would be the effect if a volume of gases and rarefied 
air, as you call it, struck a building within twelve feet? 

A. Not having studied that scientifically, I cannot inform the- 
committee. 

@. You have been to fires, I suppose, where gases have jumped 
across and have driven not only yourself but your men out? 

A. Not that I have noticed. 

@. Have you, as superintendent, ever had cause to complain to 
the Fire Commissioners of any negligence on the part of any of 
their department? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Never? 

A. No, sir. 

@. What is your opinion now of the efliciency of the present 
Boston Fire Department ? 

A. J have no opinion to express. 

@. How was it when you were a member of the Fire Depart- 
ment? 

A. J have no opinion to express. 

@. Under instructions ? 

A. Under no instructions whatever, sir. 

@. Have you had any consultation with the underwriters before 
you came here?’ 

A. J have had no consultation with any of the underwriters. 

(. You have had no consultation with Mr. Field. 

A. I have not. 

@. Mr. Field told you that you had been requested — you 
received a notice from this committee, did you not, to appear? 

2“. I did: 

@. What did you do with that notice? 

A. I have it here. 

@. Did you send that notice to Mr. Field? 

A. I notified Mr. Field. 

(. You did notify Mr. Field? 

A. I notified Mr. Field that I had been summoned, I had been 
requested to appear before this committee. 

That was yesterday or the day before? 

» March 2d. 

And that was the first or second notice you received ? 

That was the first notice I received. 

When did you receive the second notice? 

On the 4th day of March. 

Did you notify Mr. Field that you had received that notice, 
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Yes, sir. 

And I suppose it is necessary that you should have conver- 
sations anyhow with Mr. Field, more or less, daily? 

Yes, sir. 
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(). Was this matter discussed between you and Mr. Field — 
this request? 

What do you mean? — the matter of this notice? 
Yes, sir. 

Why it was talked over. 

Mr. Field is president of the Protective Department ? 
He is, sir. 

And an underwriter of the city of Boston? 

He is, sir. 

I suppose that you have talked with Mr. Field as to the re- 
aoe in Boston, as to the losses? 

As to the losses ? 

For one thing, yes. 

No, I don’t know as I have. 

You report to the secretary, I suppose? 

What? 

You have to make a report to the secretary ? 

The secretary ? 

Yes, sir; of the Board of Underwriters. 

No, sir. 

Who do you make your reports to? 

I make my reports to the Board of Directors and also to 
the underwriters. 

@. Have you made your report upon the Hecht Building ? 

A. I have, sir. 

@. And the loss upon that was what, Mr. Abbott? 

A. So far as I have been able to ascertain — that is, so far as 
the secretary of the department has been able to ascertain the 
losses. 

@. The losses are what — what is the amount of the loss? 

A. On the Hecht Building? 

Q. Yes, sir? 

A. It has not all been settled yet, the total loss ; that is, it is 
partially settled, it isn’t wholly settled, — $1,354,756.60. 

@. That is, on the Hecht Building? 

A. On the fire, including the whole thing. 

@. Well, now, do you know what the salvage is? 

A. I don’t know, but I have been informed from forty to fifty 
per cent. on the wool in the Hecht Building; the Hecht Building 
proper and the two store-houses. 

Q. From forty to fifty per cent.; do you know anything about 
the discipline that is exercised and maintained in the Fire Depart- 
ment, Mr. Abbott? 

I don’t look it up, sir? 

You come in contact with them at all fires ? 

Probably. 

More or less? 

All that I attend. 

All that you attend? 

Yes, sir. 

Have vou ever had any occasion to make any comments 
upon the discipline of any members of the department? 


POR PLERPEOHE OLOR OPE 


Shebenoe 


180 APPENDIX. 


A. I have not. 

@. Never? 

A. NOs Sits 

(. What is your opinion of the present chief of the Fire Depart- 
ment as a disciplinarian ? 

A. The present chief at times being my superior officer, I decline 
to pass any opinion. 

@. Well, as a citizen of Boston, what do you think of him as 
the chief engineer of the Fire Department? 

A. I decline to express an opinion. 

@. If you were one of the Board of Fire Commissioners of the 
city of Boston, would you recommend him as a chief engineer ? 

A. I decline to express an opinion. 

(). Have you ever had any controversy, any talk with the chief 
of the Fire Department as to discipline? 


A. Never. 

(). Have you ever had any talk with him as to methods of fight- 
ing fire? 

A. Never. 


(). Have you ever had any occasion to make any recommen- 
dations to him at fires? 

A. Yes. 

@. What were those recommendations? 

A. I have suggested to him certain things. 

@. Well, what were they? 

A. Well, if I had known this hearing was going to occur I 
probably would have impressed them upon my mind. One thing 
particularly that I can remember was over to the Robert Bishop 
fire in South Boston. There was a belt-frame, a belt-hridge 
extending from the building that was on fire to another store- 
house, and I suggested that it would be a good idea for him to 
see that the fire hadn’t got into that. 

(. Well, what was the result? 

A. He cheerfully carried out the suggestion. 

(). And any suggestions you have ever made have been always 
carried out? 

A. Always. 

@. Have you ever heard his ability as a chief engineer 
questioned ? 

A. In what way do you mean? 

_ Q. As a man having the ability and the capacity to handle 
a fire? 

A. Well, there is one way of hearing it— amongst men that 
understand it; and then there is another way of hearing it — 
cheap talk. 

@. Well, now, I mean now — we will come right down to it, 
Mr. Abbott —— among men who understand it, men of your expe- 
rience who probably are best qualified to judge — have you ever 
heard any persons whom you believed were experts question his 
ability or capacity ? 

A. I decline to answer. 

(). Have you ever questioned his ability or capacity ? 
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Have I? 

Ves sir. 

In what way? 

As a chief engineer of the Boston Fire Department? 
Never —. 

That is all. 

A. Before any committees. 

You might as well have answered it half an hour ago as to 
come at it now. We wanted to get at it, to get at what you 
thought. Now, Mr. Abbott, your department, I suppose, is 
formed under the Statutes of 1874, Chapter 61? 

A. That is correct, sir. 

@. And I believe under that all appointments that are made 
in your department must meet with the approval of the Board of 
Fire Commissioners of the city of Boston? 

A. That is something that is entirely within the administrative 
branch of the department. I am the executive officer of the de- 
partment. 

@. I am asking you, my good sir, if that is not the law as you 
understand it? 

A. That law is entirely with the Administrative Board. I 
am only the executive officer. 

@. Well, I will ask youif you know what the law is — the 
Statutes of 1874, chapter 61°? 

A. I believe I do. 

(. Well, now, that law requires that all appointments that are 
made by your department must be approved by the Board of Fire 
Commissioners of the city of Boston, does it not? 

A. I don’t know, sir. 

@. Then you don’t know the law? 

A. That is entirely within the province of the Administrative 
Board. 

@. Iam going to ask you, Mr. Abbott, to look at Section 2. 
I want you to look at Section 2 kindly. 
¥€8)) Sir: 

You have perused, I suppose, Section 2, there? 

I have. 

Then that is the law, is it not, Mr. Abbott? 

I suppose it is in the statute books. 

Then, what is in the statute books and has not been re- 
pealed or amended must be enforced in your department, and ap- 
plies to it just the same as the rest of it? 

A. It must be the law. 

@. Now, the appointments are made by whom in your depart- 
ment? 

A. By the Board of Directors of the Boston Protective De- 
partment. 

Q. Not under the civil service ? 

A. Well, we have a kind of a civil service. 

(). And those names are sent to you and of course your duty 
ends there ? 

A. My duty ends there. 
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@. And you cannot, of course, from your own knowledge state 
whether they have been sent for approval to the Fire Commis- 
sioners or not? 

m.. No; 

@. Have you ever had occasion, Mr. Abbott. to complain of 
the character of the hose used by the Boston Fire Department? 

A. I have never complained about the hose used by the Boston 
Fire Department. 

@. To either the underwriters or the Fire Commissioners ? 

A. To either the underwriters or the Fire Commissioners. 

@. Do you know what the character of the hose is that is used 
by the department? 

As (NOs) sits 

@. Well, if it wasn’t up to the standard I suppose there would 
be more loss by water than what there is, and it would require 
more service on your part to protect? 

A. If it wasn’t up to the standard there would be more loss by 
fire than water. 

(@). Now, I understood you to say when I inquired of you about 
the chief that you had never questioned his ability, but then you 
qualified it, as I understand it, by adding ‘* before any committee.” 
Is that the way you put it? 

zi. That is the statement that I made. 

(). Have you ever, personally ? 

A. I decline to answer. 

(). Are you on the best of terms with the chief engineer? 

A. I am on the best of terms with the chief engineer, so far as 
I am personally concerned. 

@. Yon have known him for a long time? 

A. I have known him personally for — well, ever since he be- 
came chief. 

@. Have you ever had occasion to complain of the management 
of affairs to your Board of Underwriters ? 

A. Never. 

@. Nor you have never had occasion to complain to the Board 
of Fire Commissioners ? 

A, Never. 

@. Do you, Mr. Abbott, act under any instructions from the 
Board of Underwriters so far as the carrying out the ordinances 
of the city of Boston are concerned ? 

A. No, sir; my recognized body or administrative body is the 
Board of Directors. 

@. Well, I suppose you would complain to your Board of 
Directors if you went into a building and found combustible 
materials, explosive compounds, shavings. or such ? 

A. Anything that I saw out of the way I should report it. 

Q. Well, if you went into a -building and found it you would 
try to remedy it yourself before you reported it? 

A. What? 

@. If upon going into a building you found a condition of 
affairs to exist that you thought was dangerous to the interests of 
the underwriters or the citizens generally or the property owners, 
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you would immediately try to correct it yourself without report- 
ing it? 

“A. Most assuredly not. 

@. Do you mean to say if you went into a building you— the 
superintendent of the Protective Department — and found shavings 
and other combustible materials and other explosive compounds, 
that you wouldn’t try to correct it before you would make a report 
of it? 

A. No, sir; I would report it. 

(@. To the Board of Underwriters? 

A. To the Board of Underwriters. 

@. You wouldn’t take the responsibility in your hands to have 
it corrected before you left the building? 

A. No, sir; because I think it would be the surer way the 
other way. 

(. Have you ever tried to exercise any authority vested in 
yourself ? 

A. Yes. Exercise authority vested in myself? 

@. Yes, sir; vested in you as the superintendent? 

A. No, sir; there is no authority vested in me as superin- 
tendent. 

@. Do the underwriters give you the power, if you so desire it, 
or would they if you so demanded it or requested it? 

A. That power could only be given by the Legislature or by 
ordinance. 

(Q. Well, by ordinance; you know what Section 5 says? 

A. Section 5 of the ordinance? 

@. Yes, sir; of the ordinance ? 

A. No, I don’t know what it says. 

(. Now, let me just read this to you and I want you then to 
state if you found a building in the condition stated in this ordi- 
nance, whether you would exercise the authority vested in you as 
the superintendent of the Protective Department yourself, and try 
to correct it then and there, or would you wait to send a com- 
munication to the Board of Underwriters: ‘‘ Said board shall 
cause all places where shavings, or other combustible materials, 

-or explosive compounds, or detonators, or other articles, goods, or 

merchandise liable to cause fire, are placed or kept, to be exam- 
ined,” etc. Now, if you went into a DEN Sea OU probably 
you may misunderstand the question, Mr. Abbott; I say if you 
went into a building to-day after you left here and fie that con- 
dition of affairs existing, you would try to have it corrected before 
you undertook to report it to the underwriters, would you not? 

A. That clause that you read refers to the authorities of chiefs 
of districts, district chiefs, engineers of the Fire Department. 

Q. Well, don’t the underwriters and the district chiefs and the 
inspectors all work together and in harmony ? 

A. I suppose they do. I have no knowledge of anything any 
other way. 

Q. Well, you would advise that would, you not? 

A. Most assuredly I would. 
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(@). And I want to place you right there, because I think you 
may misunderstand ? 

dA. I want to be placed right. J want to answer you right, too. 

(). I ask you now as the superintendent of the Protective De- 
partment, if you went into a building after you leave here to-day 
and found that condition of affairs existing, where it was liable to 
cause fire, if you wouldn’t endeavor to have that corrected before 
you left that building by the owners or the lessees or the occu- 
pants ? 

A. That would depend altogether on whether it was daytime or 
nighttime. 

(@. Well, what would you do in the daytime? 

A. in the daytime I would suggest to them so and so, but that 
wouldn’t prevent me from making my report just the same. 

(. No, I understand that, sir. That is where I want to place 
you right. I think probably you misunderstand me. 

A. Yes, that is right. 

@. Then you would try to exercise the authority ? 

A. No, there is no authority vested in me whereby I could 
remedy that. I have no authority like an engineer. 

(). Well, haven’t you power, isn’t there power vested in you 
by the underwriters ? 

A. [have not the power, I can only recommend. 

@. Do the underwriters lay down any rules governing that de- 
partment ? 

AwOYRSEBIL. 

(). Have you got a copy of them here? 

A. Yes, sir. 

(). Will you kindly allow the Chair to look at them? 

A. Most assuredly. 

@. Now, is there any rule in there that applies to materials, 
combustible materials ? 

A. None. 

(. Shavings? 

A. Nothing. 

@. Well, now, Section 2 of the rules and regulations reads as fol- 
lows: ‘* Said corporation shall have power to provide and main- 
tain a corps of men with proper officers, whose duty it shall be, so 
far as practicable, to discover and prevent fires.’’ Now, wouldn’t 
that, what I have just spoken to you, have been the cause of pre- 
venting a fire, possibly? Might it not be so? 

A. Oh, it might be, and I have answered you. 

@. Then you have power vested in you to exercise the power to 
correct that, if it existed ? 

A. Oh, no, no. The Legislature, my dear man, and you under- 
stand it as well as I do, has not vested the superintendent of the 
Boston Protective Departmentwith those powers. He has not got 
the same powers as the engineers of the Fire Department. 

@. Well, now let us see whether under the rules, which do not 
conflict with the statute laws of the Commonwealth, that power is 
not vested in you. Let us see if that power is not vested in you 
under this rule, applying to the officers and corps of men under 
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your supervision or charge — ‘‘ and power is hereby granted to 
such corps and its officers to enter any building on fire or which in 
their judgment is immediately exposed to or in danger of taking 
fire,” ete. You have that right? 

A. We have the right to enter buildings that are on fire or are 
liable to be. 

@. Or liable to be? 

TAL AYERS SITY 

@. Now, wouldn’t that same thing apply if you went into a 
building and found that condition of affairs existing? Isn’t that 
a liability ? 

A. Well, if there were men in there that were proprietors 
like you and I, why, we would see the door. We would want to 
know where their right was, where the power was. 

@. I suppose if you found a violation, a known violation of the 
city ordinances, where you went into a building, Mr. Abbott, and 
found that the owners or occupants were using a wooden box or 
barrel in which they were placing cinders or ashes or anything of 
that kind that might be hot, you would notify them that that was 
contrary to the condition of the ordinances? 

A. I should if I saw them there. As I understand it, anything 
where there is liability of fire or occasion to lead to the spread of 
fire, that | would notify them about. 

@. Or that would cause a fire? 

A. Or that would cause a fire. Take a case here no later than 
Sunday morning, the fire down in the Tufts Building. I noticed 
there that in their fireroom they had tin cans which they kept their 
oilin. I ascertained who did the business for that firm and went 
and notified them, that such and such things there, that the cans and 
the oil being there, would increase the bazard, the fire hazard, and 
they informed me that they would have it attended to immediately. 
That is what I understand you to say? 

@. Yes, I say you would make that recommendation to the 
owners if you found that state of affairs existing. That is why I 
thought you probably misunderstood my question. I want to 
place you right. I have one other question to ask you, Mr. 
Abbott, and I don’t know but probably the committee may desire 
to ask you more. Now, as an expert, a member of the Boston 
Fire Department for so many years, and also, I might say, now 
closely allied or connected with it, what is your opinion of the way 
in which the fire at the Hecht Building, on the tenth of January, 
was handled ? 

A. I decline to answer. 

@. Can you state any reasons why you decline to answer? 

A. I decline to answer. 

@. Don’t you think it was a pretty well stopped fire to be con- 
fined to the territory that it was? 

A. I decline to answer. 

@. Will you state to the committee any reasons why you de- 
cline to answer any questions of that kind? 

A. I decline to answer. 
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@. Have you had any conversation with Mr. Osborn Howes in 
relation to the recent fires? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Has Mr. Howes had any conversation with you in relation 
to them? 

va Be oe 

@. Has any of the Board of Underwriters? 

A TNO, Sits 

@. Then you have no opinion to express? 

A. I have no opinion to express, sir. 

@. Well, now, on what? How do vou know what I was going 
to ask you? 

A. I said I had no opinion to express. 

Q. Well, have you any judgment? Would you exercise any 
judgment in expressing your ideas of how that fire was handled 
there ? 

A. I decline to answer. 

@. And you desire to state no reason why you decline? 

A. I decline to answer. 

@. You don’t believe in answering that question — you decline 
to answer it for fear that it may involve you in some respect? 

A. I decline to answer. 

@. Have you been before the committee consisting of Mr. 
Carruth? 


UNO, Sir. 

Q. Mr. Meredith? 

A. No, sir. 

@. And Mr. Shepard? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Have you ever had any conversation with any of the three 


gentlemen ? 
AteNO SIT: 
@. Would you decline to answer those gentlemen if you went 
before them with closed doors? 
I shall go before them to-morrow at 2 o’clock. 
Will you decline to answer the question there? 
I shall answer the question. 
And you won’t here? 
Any question that they may ask me. 
And you wouldn’t answer the question here? 
I decline to answer the question. 
On what grounds? 
I decline to answer the question. 
Why will you answer the commission? 
I say if they ask the question. 
You shall decline to answer if they ask the same question as 
I did; you would decline to answer them? 
A. What is that? 
@. If they should ask the same question I ask you, would you 
decline to answer ? 
A. What question, please? 
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@. All the questions I have asked you that you have declined 
to answer? 

A. I don’t know until I get there. 

@. Do you mean to tell this committee, then, that you are not 
acting under instructions ? 

A. J am not acting under any instructions whatever. 

@. And you, as a superintendent of the Protective Department 
of the city of Boston, refuse to answer what, in your opinion, the 
management of that fire was on the morning of January 10? 

A. I again ask of the chairman of this Board, if it is proper 
for a subordinate officer to pass his opinion upon the actions of 
his superior officer? 

@. Well, we are not asking you about your superior officer. 
We are here to try to get at the facts and to give the public the 
facis — to find out if any remedy can be applied that will assist 
you, assist the public and the citizens of Boston generally, in pre- 
venting the spread of fire, in connection with the management of 
the various departments ; and you, Mr. Abbott, I believe, are a 
part and parcel of the city government of Boston, as under the 
statute law you must be approved by the Board of Fire Commis- 
sioners of the city. I think that is unfair for you to decline to 
answer. It is unfair that you do not answer fairly and 
frankly, so that the public may get your judgment as an expert. 
_ That is what the Chair believes. 

A. Mr. Chairman, I was summoned here as to the cause, to as- 
certain or to give my testimony in regard to the cause of the fire. 
I wasn’t asked to come here to criticise my superior officers, and 
I still hold and still take the ground that I will decline to make 
any statements. 

@. Will you? 

A. Lintended, Mr. Chairman, not to have anything at all to do 
with this controversy, but since your committee has summoned 
me, why I must come, and I must obey the orders of my Board 
of Directors to go before the other committee. 

@. Will you decline to criticise the actions of your superior 
officers when you go before the other committee as you have be- 
fore the committee of the City Council? 

A. That remains to be seen. 

@. If you are directed to go there by the Board of Under- 
writers you will go there and answer. 

A. By the Board of Directors — the Board of Underwriters I 
know nothing about. 

@. And the Board of Directors have not told you to answer 
these questions? 

A. The Board of Directors have not told me anything at all in 
regard to answering any questions. 

@. And you still refuse to answer that question ? 

A. I decline to answer it, sir. 

@. And you decline to state to this committee that when you 
go before the commission with closed doors you will not take the 
same position there that you do here, that you will then act under 
directions? 
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A. I shall not act under directions there. 

@. Haven’t you just stated that vou would do as your Board 
of Directors directed you to do? 

A. To appear, yes. 

Q. To appear? 

A. To appear, yes. 

@. Now, I ask you, will you decline to answer those questions 
before that Board as you have before a committee of the City 
Council? 

A. I shall decline to answer all questions that I think improper 
to answer. 

@. Is it improper to ask you, would you consider it improper if 
that commission there asked you your opinion as to the manage- 
ment of that fire on January 10, as against your superior officer ? 

A. I decline to make an answer. 

@. You refuse to answer that? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. (By Mr. Rosrinson.) Did I understand you to say, Captain 
Abbott, that you were in the Constant and Preston Buildings be- 
fore any lines of hose was put in there? 

A. I said I was in the Preston Building on the first floor. 

Q. White, Son, & Co.? 

A. White, Son, & Co. 

@. And you saw no lines of hose on the lower floor? 

A. There were no lines in there until I went out and spoke to 
the chief. 

@. You cannot state whether there were any up-stairs? 

A. No, sir; I can not. 

@. Didn’t I understand you to say before in regard to the Pres- 
ton Building, that one of your men was mopping up the water that 
came down from the hose? 

A. That was the John I. Brown Building on the corner, the 
triangular building. 

@. You are unable to state whether there was any hose in the 
Preston Building up-stairs? 

A. No, up-stairs there was one line brought in while I was on 
the lower floor. 

Q. Well, before that was done? 

A. No, sir. 

@. How long should you estimate it was after you had been 
there before a line of hose was put in there? 

A. Well, it had got partially covered -— oh, about twenty min- 
utes to half an hour. 

@. And then there was eight minutes besides that that you 
were in coming to the fire? 

AM yee. eSit: : 

@. And from twenty minutes to half an hour there was no hose 
in the Preston Building ? 

A. Well, so far as I know. 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) What I would like to inquire, Mr. Abbott, 
is this, if I understand you to say that the only covers you spread 
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in the Hecht Building were in what was known as the basement of 
the building? 

A. Yes, sir; in the boot and shoe place. 

@. And when you got there to the fire it was somewhere be- 
tween twelve and fifteen minutes after the first alarm was rung in, 
did I understand you to say —did I understand you to say ten 
minutes or nine minutes? 

A. About eight minutes. 

@. After the first alarm. Then the reason why you didn’t 
Spread your covers there, it being a six-story building, a five-story 
building above the basement floor, was because of the flames, be- 
cause the whole building, as you said, was doomed above? 

A. Yes, sir; the building was doomed. 

@. And that is the reason you ordered the covers taken out and 
ordered your men out from below? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. (By Mr. Rosrnson.) I would like to ask you another 
question, Captain Abbott; don’t you think it amounts to almost a 
criminality to have six stories of that size, crammed with material 
with no automatic sprinklers or alarms? don’t you think it is poor 
economy, I will put it that way. 

A. Well, I believe the way buildings are built now and stored, 
with the storage there is in them, there should be all the modern 
improvements for extinguishing a fire and notifying and giving 
alarm as quickly as possible. 

2. (By Alderman Fioop.) In your opinion how long after the first 
alarm did the fire get into the Constant Building? 

A. I have no opinion to express. 

@. Well, do you know? 

A. I don’t know. 

Q. Was the fire in the Constant Building eight minutes after the 
first alarm? 

A. I don’t know. 

Q. Was the fire in the Constant Building when you went into 
the Preston Building? 

A. I don’t know. 

@. If there was a fire there would you know? 

A. I saw a fire there. 

Q@. When you were going into the Preston Building ? 

A. No, I didn’t see it when I was going into the Preston 
Building. 

@. The time you saw the fire there was when you came out of 
the Preston Building? 

A. When I came out of the Preston Building, while my men 
were covering on the lower floor. 

@. And you state that the fire was in the front of the;building 
then ? 

The fire showed in the front of the Constant Building. 
In the front of the Constant Building ? 

Yes, sir. 

That is, next to the Preston Building? 

Next to the Preston Building. 
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~ Q. And the Constant Building was the building that was next to 
South street. 

A. No; there are three or four buildings between that and 
South street. 

Q@. Well, of the two buildings, of the Constant and Preston 
Buildings, the Constant was the one next to South street? 

A. Oh, nearest to South street — yes sir. 

@. Was anything being done by the Fire Department in regard 
to the Constant Building when you came out of the Preston 
Building. 

A. Well, they were getting their lines right up in that 
direction. 

@. Just getting their lines in that direction? 

UA. Yes, sir. 

(). Who was in charge there at that time? 

A. Oh, I think the chief was. 

@. And you swear that it was eight minutes, or do you know 
whether it was eight minutes after the first alarm that the fire was 
in the Constant Building — whether it was more than eight or less 
than eight. 

A. I know it must have been more, because it took me eight 
minutes to get there. 

@. Then if the Fire Marshal said eight minutes from the time 
when the first alarm was pulled there was fire in the Constant Build- 
ing, was he right? 

‘A. I don’t know whether he is right or not. He formed his 
judgment from testimony that he has taken. I don’t know 
whether he is right or not. 

Q. You don’t know? 

AN GO sits 

~Q. Well, you won’t say it was eight minutes or more; will you 
say it was only eight minutes? 
I will say it was more than eight minutes. 
How much more * 
I don’t know how much more. 
You won’t say it was nine? 
I don’t know; I won’t say. 
Was there any, or how near to the Preston Building was 
there any, fire apparatus at the time you went into it? 

A. Well, that I couldn’t tell. There was a line of hose up to 
the A. T. Brown Building. 

@. The men who handled this line of hose, did they go right 
into the Preston Building? 

A. Which hose do ‘you mean? 

Q. The one you asked for? 

A. Yes, sir; they went in on the first floor of the Preston 
Building. 

Q. And did they quench the fire in the shutters at that time? 

A. Well, while they were there the side wall fell and they 
quenched the fire there. 

@. They did quench the fire there? 

sa) GS, 5ir. 
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How long did you stay there after the hose was put in? 
Well, I didn’t stay there very long. 

Well, did you stay long enough to see the wall fall in? 

It fell in just as I was going out the door. 

How long was that after the men with the hose got in there? 
Oh, they had got in there and they needed another length 
of hose and the men were sent out to get it. It was just a little 
while after they had got in there. 

@. But they did quench the fire, from what you saw at that 
time? 

A. Yes, sir; there was quite a salvage there. 

@. Then how long after that was it that that building was de- 
stroyed by fire or commenced to be destroyed? 

A. That I couldn’t state. 

@. Well, weren’t you there in that vicinity all the time? 

A. Well, when that wallfell, of course the fire must have come 
in the windows above. 

@. You think it must have, but you don’t know? 

A. It must have, naturally, anybody would think so. 

@. How long after that fire appeared before you were in the 
front of the building. 

A, A very few moments, — only went out to the front on the 
street. 

@. And the building was entirely demolished in a few moments 
you would say ? 

A. No; the fire showed in the front windows of the Constant 
Building. 

@. Well, how long, then, between that time, after your coming 
out of the Preston Building was the building demolished ; that is, 
when you came out of the Preston building you noticed the fire in 
front of the Constant Building and say the firemen were just get- 
ting their hose ready to go up to the Constant Building? that is 
your statement? 

i Yessir. 

@. Now, how long after that did the Preston Building com- 
mence to take fire, noticeably, so as to be entirely demolished ? 

A. The Preston Building was not entirely demolished. The 
first floor was intact excepting in the rear offices. 

@. That is, the Constant Building or the Preston Building? 

A. The Preston Building. 

@. Well, the Constant Building was? 

A. The Constant Building was. 

Q@. Well, I was trying to get at that time just exactly, that was 
all. The Fire Marshal said the Constant Building took fire within 
eight minutes after the first alarm. 

A. Well, it is pretty hard making time at that fire as anybody 
who has had any fire experience would EnOW. 

It is pretty hard? 

Pretty hard to tell it. 

Pretty hard to tell it correctly ? 

Yes, sir. 

Now, I want to ask your opinion in regard to electric wires ; 
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you have had a great experience in fire service. What effect do 
the electric wires that are run along the streets to-day have upon 
the firemen, in regard to transacting their duties ? 

A. I should say they were a great obstruction to them. 

@. You sbould say they were? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Well, you know how the electric wires were located there on 
Federal street in front of the Hecht Building? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Do you know how many wires there were in front there? 


A. Well, I know there were quite a number. 

@. Don’t know just how many? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Don’t know what kind of wires they were? 

A. No, sir; 

@. Do you know the height of the wires over the street there ? 
A NOPBiT. 

Q@. Don’t know how near they were to the building? 

A, NO, sir: 

@. Then you are not prepared to say that the firemen had any 


difficulty in getting their ladders up to that building ? 

A. No, sir; I don’t know; didn’t see them raise any ladders, so 
I couldn’t say. 

Q. But you are willing to go on record as saying that they are 
a detriment? 

A. Most assuredly, sir. 

@. Do you know whether or not the firemen are afraid of electric 
wires in the transaction of their duties? 

A. Well, I should think they would be.’ 

Well, do you know? 

No; T don’t know personally, only I suppose they would be. 
You would be? 

I most assuredly would. 

In regard to your expression of opinion in reference to the 
Chief of the Boston Fire Department, did I understand you to say 
you never criticised him? 

A. No, sir. 

@. That is, you never criticised him as an executive officer of 
that department? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. That isjthe way I understood it? 

A. That is the way I said, sir. 

Q. (By the Cuatrman.) Now, Mr. Abbott, I have got just one 
more question to ask you, which will take me but a moment; if in 
your opinion any engineer could have handled the fire of January 
10 any better than Chief Webber ? 

A. I decline to answer. 

Q@. Then have you got any reasons to give to the committee 
why you decline to answer that question. 

A. No, sir; I have no reasons to give. 

Q. (By Commissioner Murrnuy.) Captain Abbott, how much 
truth is there in the statement that appeared in the ‘‘ Commercial 
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Bulletin” that there were $750,000 worth of wool taken out of the 
Hecht Building? 

A. I don’t know. 

@. Don’t know anything about it? 

A. I don’t know anything at all about it. 

Q. Do you know the extent of the salvage at all? 

A. No, sir; only from what I have heard on the street, from 
talking. 

@. Then all you know is what you have heard on the street 
from talk? 

Axi Yessir. 

@. That is, all hearsay? 

A. All hearsay ; nothing positive of my own knowledge. 

@. Then I won’t ask you any questions in regard to your feel- 
ings as to the Fire Department. I realize the delicacy of your 
position, being in the employ of the insurance companies, and 
possibly some of them may have in their opinion reasons for criti- 
cising us. Ihave no questions to ask on that subject. 

A. I appreciate the attitude of the gentleman. 

(In response to the chairman Mr. Abbott stated that he would 
be willing to appear at any subsequent time.) 

The CuarrmMan. — Is there anybody here from the Woven Hose 
Company, — anybody representing that firm? (No response.) 


Statement by Assistant CuieF Joun W. REGAN. 


(By the Cuarrman.) What is your full name, sir? 
John W. Regan. 
And you are a member of the Boston Fire Department. 
Yes, sir; I am. 
What position do you hold? 
Assistant Chief. 
- How long have you been connected with the Boston Fire 
Department ? 

A. Thirty-nine years the first day of this month. 

@. How long have you been Assistant Chief of the depart- 
ment? 
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Since February, 1862. 

That is, you have been an Assistant Chief since 1862? 
Oh, no, no. 

How long have you been an Assistant Chief? 

I think about three years — five years. 

But you have been an engineer since 1862. 

I have been an engineer and District Chief. 

Were you on duty on Tuesday morning, January 10. 
I was; yes, sir. 

Do you know what time the alarm came in from Box 48? 
Yes, sir; 8.22. 

Did vou respond to that box? 

Idid; yes, sir. 

Is it in your district, sir? 

Yes, sir. 
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Q@. Well, now, Mr. Regan, you went to the first alarm? 

A. I did; yes, sir. 

@. How long did it take you from the time you got the alarm 
in your house until you arrived at the scene? 

A. Well, I should say about six minutes. 

@. Well, now, will you go on in your own way and state to the 
committee what was the condition of the Hecht Building and the 
other buildings upon your arrival there, in your own way. 

A. In the first place, Mr. Chairman, I was at 49 Winchester 
street when I received the alarm, just got out of my team and the 
team had turned around to go to the chemical house in Church 
street. About the time the driver turned around my gong was struck 
in the house and [I looked around and saw the team had turned and 
saw the fire at the same time. I called him and went from there 
to the fire through Winchester, Pleasant, Albany, Kneeland and 
Federal. When we arrived there at the further stairway I think 
there were about three streams at work by the stairs and one down 
the cellar; which would be Engines 7, 25, 26, and 15. I immedi- 
ately went up the centre stairway, where there was no line, ex- 
pecting to get lines up there. When I arrived at the third floor I 
met two gentlemen there, one of whom J think was the young man 
who was killed afterwards. Then came the first explosion. It 
sent us down to the street pretty lively. When I arrived on the 
sidewalk from the third floor, the chief had just got out of his 
wagon. He said to me, ‘‘ Who is in the rear of the fire, John?’’ 
I said ‘** Nobody; I have just got here from breakfast.” I 
had just been to breakfast. ‘* Well,” he said, ‘‘ you go around 
immediately.”” When I arrived at the rear I saw what would 
seem to be the first second-alarm engine that had arrived, 
Engine 35 from Mason street. I don’t think I was there one 
minute before the rear wall of the Hecht Building fell; [ don’t 
think possibly I could have been there two minutes, and I imme- 
diately went to work and put some of the lines from the second 
alarm engine into the Rice Building, and got five or six lines into 
it on the different floors and from the roof. ‘The fire then had 
entered the Rice Building two of the windows in the passage way 
between that and what would be the iron building on Summer 
street. My next move was to cut those celebrated holes in the 
wall that you have read about, and we stayed in and about there 
all day handling that building and overhauling it, until some time 
about 4 o’clock in the afternoon, when the chief retired, and I took 
charge of the department. That was about all there was done 
on the premises. 

@. Well, how many minutes had you been on the scene before 
you got around there to the rear and that wall fell? 

A. Well, it couldn’t have been possibly, from the time the bell 
struck until I got around there, twelve minutes; it couldn’t have 
been possible. 

@. That is, twelve minutes. 

A. Yes, sir; couldn’t have been over that sure. 

@. After the first alarm? 

A. ‘Yes, sir. 
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Q. Now, Captain, what are the reasons that you would assign 
for cutting the holes in that partition wall? 

A. What are the reasons? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. Well, one is that it is a rule of putting out fires. 

@. What is that? ; 

A. It is one of our rules for extinguishing fires — that would 
be one reason; snother reason would be to save as much as possi- 
ble for the Board of Underwriters, get as much salvage on the 
stock as we can possibly get. 

@. Well, what led you that morning, when you got into that 
building, to break those holes in the wall? 

A. The Hecht Building had fallen and this was the only way to 
get at it. Wecut the first hole, I think, on the third floor, and 
found that the fire in the building had got below us. We immedi- 
ately went down and found that we had struck it right and cut 
those two holes on the next floor large enough to operate four 
streams on it, the only way to get at it. 

@. Ifyou had not cut those holes in that partition wall, in your 
opinion what would the result have been? 

A. Well, the loss would have been larger, the damage would 
not have been more to adjoining property, but the loss to the wool 
would have been very much larger, and on that particular occasion 
it was down to zero, and we got our men under cover. You re- 
member that those men were there for two days and three nights. 

@. Then. by cutting those holes in that wall you saved consid- 
erable of the personal property that was stored in the building? 

A. Yes, sir; and it was the only way to enter the Hecht Build- 
ing. 

@. There was no other way to get at it? 

Aa NO} 

@. Have you ever done anything of the kind before in your 
experience as an engineer, — many times? 

A. Yes, sir; many times. 

@. For the purpose of getting at a fire and saving the prop- 
erty? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. How many lines of hose did you, after you had cut the holes 
in the wall, put in there? 

A. Five lines. 

@. Five lines; and I suppose that that was one of the causes of 
saving the larger portion of that wool? 

Yes, sir; sure. 

You knew that that wool was there? 

Yes, sir. 

Did you have any talk with Chief Webber in the morning? 
Not a word. 

Only what he told you, to go to the rear? 

Yes; very short indeed, very short. 

Did you appear before the Fire Marshal, Mr. Whitcomb? 
Yes, sir; I did. 
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@. Did you make a statement to Mr. Whitcomb that you were 
not aware of that area? 

A. Never. | 

@. Were you aware that that area was there? 

A. Certainly. 

@. Did you tell Mr. Whitcomb when you were giving your evi- 
dence before him that you had forgotten that there was an area 
there? 

A. Never. 

@. Was that question asked of you by Mr. Whitcomb? 

A. Not that I remember. 

@. When was the last time, Mr. Regan, that you had made an 
examination of those buildings ? 

A. About three years ago; that is, of the Constant Building. 

@. When was the last time that you had occasion to go into that 
area way? 

A. I haven’t been in that area way since then. 

@. But you knew of its existence? 

A. And I didn’t go into it then. A gentleman whom I met in 
that iron building gave me a list of about all the departments that 
had entered their building belonging to the city of Boston, and he 
had got sick and tired of it. Who he was I don’t know, I am sure. 
I left the store and walked right out and went on top of the Brown 
Building, which is the corner building remaining, and looked right 
over and saw the area. 

@. And you did know of its existence? 

A. Yes, sir; [ was reared there and I have known it through 
life. 

@. Do you remember or can you tell the committee the con- 
struction of the Hecht Building when it was being built? 

A. When it was built? 

@. Do you know anything about its construction ? 

A. Yes; that is, so far as their stairways are concerned and the 
elevator shaft and the light area. That is all I desired to know 
about it. 

@. What about tle Constant Building? 

A. About that one thing was asked me by the Fire Marshal. 
He asked meif I knew whether there were shutters on there, 
whether there were or not. I told him I didn’t know, but about 
the area I did know. 

@. You have been in the Hecht Building prior to the fire? 

A. Yes, we have had a fire in there. 

@. And of course you were conversant with that area that was 
in the interior of that building ; is that so? 

Aaa) Osea Sills 

@. Did you have any conversation with any other District 
chiefs that morning? 

A. Nothing more than to give them orders what to do, but no 
conversation relative to the business. Chiefs Mullen and Keyes 
came under my orders at the rear of the fire. 

Q. And they were stationed with you at the building where you 
broke the hole through the wall? 
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A. Yes, sir; at the rear of the fire, Linwood place, Waverly 
place and the passageway. 

@. Were you in the Preston Building at all, Mr. Regan ? 

A. No, sir. 

@ What was the result, from your observations, when the wall 
fell on the adjoining property? What resulted when that wall 
fell? What were the results? 

A. Oh, it didn’t harm the adjoining property at all. You 
understand that this wall that fell in the rear, where we were, prob- 
ably wasn’t over fourteen feet wide and was six stories high, facing 
on Linwood place. It wasn’t the gable end of the building. 

How many engines respond on the first alarm, Box 48, for 
your district there? 

A. Six engines, two trucks and three chemicals for that box. 

@. In your judgment, Mr. Regan, do you think that is too 
many ? 

A. Not to that box, Mr. Chairman. 

@. Not for that box? 

A. No, sir; not to that box. 

@. Why not to that box? 

A. Well, it has now got to be a very hard place for fires. 
These old-style warehouses are built upon those docks there, so I 
don’t think that would be any too many pieces of apparatus on 
the first alarm. 

How many men have you under you charge? 

. About fifty men and officers. 

And how many pieces of apparatus ? 

Six. 

How is the discipline in your district among the men? 

I think it is remarkably well, Mr. Chairman. 

Have you ever had any occasion to complain of any breach 
of discipline by any of the men in your district at a fire? 

A. No, sir; I have not. 

@. Have you had any cause to complain of the manner in which 
they work at a fire? 

A. No, sir; I have not. 

@. How many men have you heen obliged to report to the 
Board of Fire Commissioners during the past year? 

A. I think possibly six for slight offences. 

Q. Well, what were the offences? 

A. Well, one would be sleeping on the floor, perhaps; one 
would be neglect of street patrol; two or three for intoxication. 

@. And what are the results that follow reports for intoxica- 
tion ? 

A. Well, in two cases I know that the men have reformed. The 
other man is not in my district, so I don’t know. 

@. Well, this intoxication was not at a fire? 

A. I never in my life, I haven’t in seventeen years seen, I 
think, but three cases at a fire. 

Q@. Now, are your men instructed by you or by your officers as 
to what their duties are when they reach a fire? 

A. Oh, yes. 
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(). It isn’t, then, as has been stated, catch as catch can? when 
you go to a fire each man is supposed to know where his place is? 

Aso VOR, SIL. 

@. And are they so instructed? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. By whom? 

A. By the officers of the company, the foreman and lieutenant, 
and they come from a school of instruction. 

@. Has it been vour practice to instruct the officers and men, 
also? 

A. Always, sir. 

@. How often? 

A. Every day on some particular point. 

@. Now, when you say every day, how do you get at it? 

sak Well, when we see something that we feel is going wrong, 
contrary to the general rules of the department, I immediately 
send to the officer under whose supervision it has happened to 
come to me and tell him that it has happened, that such and such 
a thing has happened, and say ‘‘ Don’t let it happen again; if so, 
you go before the Board.” 

@. Are the men all called in the morning to answer roll-call 
and get instructions in your district, in the various houses ? 

A. Yes, sir; they get instructions every day in the week and 
some on Sunday; that is, unless we have been overrun with fires, as 
we have been since the 10th day of last January and then we 
haven’t had time. 

@. So, I suppose under that system that practice would make 
perfect, would it not? 

A. Yes, sir; they endeavor, Mr. Chairman, to make themselves 
perfect. They are ambitious, they are looking for something 
more in the department than being a private. 

@. Have your men at any time ata fire or any of the men in 
the department, when you have been acting as chief, ever refused 
to go where you directed them to 20? 

AND. 

(). Never knew of such a case? 

A. Never had a case but three times since I have joined the 
ment, and but once in this department and twice in the other. 

But once in this department? 

Yes, sir. 

What was the result then? 

The result was that he was discharged. 

What was the request that you made of him? 

Well, one of the cases was a very cold night, a fire down 
on Haverhill street, down to zero, and the hose went in Salem 
strect, and we had a young man in the fire-alarm office who was in 
the habit of doing all their heavy duty. He got so badly frozen 
that he couldn’t go up the ladder and I asked a man belonging to 
the company to take his place, that is to go up the ladder, — 
didn’t ask him to take his place,—and he refused, and I said 
‘¢ My friend, either you go up or I go up.”” I went up myself and 
got the pipe, and he was discharged. The next ease that | 
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remember of was on Commerce street, where a man was intoxi- 
cated and refused to go up, and he was discharged then and there. 
The other case I don’t now remember, but I think it was in this 
department. 

@. Is there any portion of your district, Mr. Chief — I will ask 
you first about that— where you believe too much apparatus re- 
sponds to the first alarm ? 

A. Well, we used to have too much apparatus down to Box 62. 
Now, it has got to be a very important box. J notice that Boy!l- 
ston street and Park square have gone into business. I don’t 
know of a place now where we have too much apparatus. It is 
barely possible that Box 61 could do away with one engine, and it 
is barely possibly that 85 could, but it isn’t safe, for fear of a 
breakdown. 

Q. Itisn’t safe? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Now, have you ever had any complaint to make as to the 
character of the hose that was furnished the department ? 

A. Have I had what? 

@. Ever had cause to complain to the commissioners or any- 
body else as to the character of the hose and the quality of the 
hose used by the department ? 

No, never. 

Do you know anything about hose? 

Yes, I know something about hose. 

Well, how? 

Well, at the age of nine years and four months I went to 
work on hose and I spent some thirty years and six months at it. 

Q@. In making hose? 

A. Yes, sir; or having charge of making it— making it and 
having charge of making it. I made the first piece of cotton hose 
that bas ever been made in the world and have probably made 
enough to go around the globe several times. 

@. Now, what would you say as to the character and quality 

of the hose used by the department to-day ? 
_ A. It is as well as there is used in the country. 

Q. What? 

A. As well as there is used in any part of the United States — 
the best there is. 

@. Could any better hose be made? 

A. Yes; but you would have to make it heavier. The object 
is to get it light and as durable as possible. There is a hose 
made called the ‘* Eureka” that is superior to any cotton hose 
made in the market, but it won’t do ina cold climate, it is too 
heavy, too rigid. It costs more money, of course, than the hose 
used to-day. 

@. What is your custom when hose bursts in your district — 
what disposition do you make of it? 

A. What, Mr. Chairman? 

@. When a length of hose bursts in your district or at a fire — 
I am talking now of your own district — what disposition do you 
make of that piece of bursted hose? 
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A. Send it immediately to the repair shop to be repaired. If it 
stands a pressure of one hundred and twenty-five pounds it is re- 
turned. If I feel that it isn’t safe to put it into further service it 
doesn't go in. The hose and harness is made under my charge. 

@. Have you got any record or do you keep a record of when 
new hose is bought and when it bursts ? 

A. Yes, sir; I can give the life of a piece of hose from the 
day we purchase it. 

@. How do you keep that record of the hose? 

A. We first make a record of its purchase, its price, the com- 
pany that it is charged up to, that it has been in service so many 
months, and has been returned bursted —that always goes on the 
book, returned to quarters or condemned. We number each 
piece of hose consecutively, so that we know it whenever we see 
it again. Each piece of hose is numbered from No. 1 upwards. 

Q. Where is the number? 

A. On the couplings. The day it is entered is on the coupling 
and the number of that piece is on the coupling, so that if it 
should live a hundred years we can give it a date, and we can 
know from our records every bit of work that has been done on it, 
when it has bursted and been repaired, and returned or condemned. 
We have the number of it there and we can tell the day when it 
has been taken away and, if it has been returned, when it has 
entered the department again. 

@. Do you know whether that is the custom in other cities or 
not, Mr. Regan? 

A. It didn’t in my time, no, sir, and I don’t think it is to-day, 
unless they copy it from us. 

@. Now, Mr. Regan, I want to read a statement here and you 
can answer it yes or no: ‘ District Chief Regan, who was the dis- 
trict chief of that district, stated that he did know that there was 
an area way there, but that when he got to the fire he forgot it ”’ 

A. That had nothing to do with me, Mr. Chairman. 

@. Did you ever make that statement to Mr. Whitcomb, the 
Fire Marshal? 

A. No, sir; I never had anything to do with it and I couldn’t 
make such a statement; I wasn’t there. 

Q@. Wasn’t where? 

A. I wasn’t at that part of the fire and had no business there. 
I was at the rear of the fire and had charge in South street by or- 
ders of the chief.so that I could not possibly make that statement. 

@. But you did state to him at the hearing that the building was 
unprotected by shutters? 

A. I was not aware at thattime. I knew atone time it did not 
have shutters, —that was three years ago, — but on the day of 
the fire I did not know. 

@. And you didn’t say to him that if you had known that area 
was there you would have put a line of hose in there. 

A. That if I had known it was there I would have put a line of 
hose in there? 

@. Yes; did you make that statement in his presence? 

A. No, sir; I want to make that statement clear, and want to 
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say now to the Board that I wouldn’t allow a man to enter either 
of those two buildings if I had charge. 

@. If you had charge? 

A. No, sir; I wouldn’t allow a man to enter. 

@. You wouldn’t have put a line of hose in there if you had 
known of the area? 

A. No, sir; I would on a ladder, but not inside the building. 
Let me say that that fire in those buildings, the next buildings to 
the fire there on Summer street, was a secondary consideration. 
Our fight was on the rear, front, and South street. That was of 
no consequence at all. Those two buildings as compared with 
the buildings next to South street were of no consequence. Con- 
sequently we put the second alarm apparatus that came into South 
street and not into Summer street. 

@. If upon your arrival at the fire on the morning of the 10th 
of January, after you arrived there, was there any line of hose in 
the Constant and Preston Buildings, any line of hose in there, any 
water? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

@. You went to the Hecht Building? 

A. Yes—no, I went to the Rice Building. I went to the 
rear. I had charge of the rear, the chief of the front. My charge 
came into South street, Linwood place, and Waverly place, and 
the passageway on the rear of the Bowditch Building, or what 
would be the rear of the old water-works yard. 

@. Now, Mr. Regan, have you ever gone to the inspectors of 
the Board of Fire Underwriters for any assistance ? 

A. No, they have rendered me assistance, one of them and only 
one— Mr. Monroe — on four different occasions. 

@. That is, they have rendered you assistance in what way? 

A. Well, he has notified me about something that he has found 
out in a building and I have gone there and examined it; cases 
where a stairway had been cut off or where you couldn’t enter or 
get out properly by the stairway, where it didn’t go clear to the 
roof without entering an adjoining building, and so on. There 
have been four cases where he has notified me. 

Q@. Within how long a time? 

A. I baven’t heard from him for two years, and that would be 
three years ago, maybe four. 

@. Have you ever refused to comply with any requests that may 
have been made of you by the Board of Underwriters or their 
inspectors ? 

A. I never have had but those four, Mr. Chairman, and I com- 
plied with their requests. 

@. You attended to them? 

A. Yes, sir. From the other department, from the Inspection 
of Buildings Department. I get a great deal of information, of 
course. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Chief, I suppose you acquaint yourself with 
the character of all the buildings in your district as far as 
possible ? 

A. Certainly; yes, sir. 
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@. Is that so? 

A. Yes, sir; when able to do so. 

(. And how do you make that inspection — personally ? 

A. Personally and with the Board sometimes, and perhaps with 
an officer at other times. Where it is a very bad case I notify the 
Board and the Board goes and the chief also. 

@. So that as far as your district is concerned, you are well 
acquainted with the construction of all the buildings? 

A. Well, yes; and the adjoining districts also. Summer street 
divides my district, and Dover street divides my district, and 
Winter street. 

Have you a fire patrol in your district? 

Yes, sir; several of them. 

Is that carried out in the spirit of the rules? 

To the letter. 

And the ordinances? 

Ves, Sir: 

What is the patrol as established in your district — how is 
it established ? 

A. We have got it established so that we can find them every 
five minutes. They have got to make their corners so that we can 
find them and put our hands on them every five minutes in case 
we should want them. 

@. Will you let the Board and committee know how you can 
do that? 

A. I don’t know as I understand you. 

@. How do you do that? You say you have a fire ater in 
your district and can put your hand on the men every five min- 
utes ? 

A. Yes, sir; they have a certain corner to be at every five 
minutes of the hour, returning to the quarters five minutes of 
the hour and leaving again on the hour. For instance, at Engine 
26 house, the fire patrol goes out from the house to the corner of 
School. That takes him five minutes. Then he goes down School 
to Washington and Washington to Winter. That takes him five 
minutes. We know just where he is there. Then he goes along 
Winter to Tremont and down to Boylston street. That is five 
minutes. So we know where he is every five minutes, and so it is 
right through the district. 

Q@. How many fire patrol routes have you got in your district? 

A, Got six. 

@. And how long service is a man out on and how long is he 
at the service? 

A. From 8 to 4—from 8 o’clock in the evening until 4 o’clock 
in the morning, now. 

@. Is he relieved between those hours? 

A. Oh, they stay out four hours. 

@. Each man remains out four fours? 

A. Yes, sir; sometimes a man will swap with a man inside and 
he goes out one hour and is an hour inside and then one’ hour out, 
and so on. You understand, of course, that we have a house 


SROLORS 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 203 


patrol besides our street patrol, that the desk is never without a 
patrol. 

Q. Well, we are talking about the fire patrol, the street patrol. 
Have you ever had occasion to make complaint to the Board under 
Section 5 of the ordinances, which I will let you read and which 
is there (pointing). 

A. No, I cannot say that [have to the present Board. [have to 
previous Board, and to the Board that I was myself a member of, in 
regard to shavings, etc. Those things are complied with very rapidly. 
We have had very little trouble in having the proper work performed 
in such cases, except in one case, and that was on Summer street. 
The Board, the chief, and myself had to go there several times, 
and I think Commissioner Murphy went there once or twice more. 
There was a shoemaker’s cement there, and we had a great deal 
of trouble in getting it out of the way, but finally got it out of the 
way and never have been troubled since. As a general thing, 
merchants and mechanics live up to the ordinances. As far as 
shavings are concerned, it would be almost impossible to live up 
to them, but those places where they have them are the places 
where we never have a fire; so I advise you, if you ever go into the 
insurance business, to take stables, blacksmith’s shops, and car- 
penter’s shops. 

@. How am I going to get in? 

A. Start a company of your own; there is money in them, and 
don’t go into the dry goods business or the wool business. 

@. Now, supposing vou found such a condition of affairs exist- 
ing as is referred to under the ordinance there, what would you do 
yourself ? 

A. Oh, I would quietly request them to remove it, and I would 
go in there to-morrow, or the day after, not driving them at all — I 
don’t think it is necessary to do that, because as tax-payers they 
have got some rights, I feel—and you will find that in a very few 
days the thing is cleaned up and carried away, by using them 
gently. But it won’t do to force them—to drive them. 

@. I suppose you would apply the same remedy if you went 
into a building and found where they were using a wooden box, 
barrel, or receptacle for ashes or cinders? 

A. We can’t touch them, Mr. Chairman. 

Q. Why not? 

A. It is no use putting the case in court; you couldn’t convict. 
That is the cause of a great many fires, but you can’t stop it. 

Q. Why not? 

A. Well, you would have to spend about all your time over 
here ; you coulda’t do fire duty. 

@. You say that you can’t convict ? 

A. It is doubtful. 

@. Well, why not? 

A. Well, you can go there to-day and the place is neat and 
clean, and to-morrow you may go there and fiud wood and ashes, 
and you have put itout on the sidewalk and then the place is clean 
again, and then you would find a box of ashes there again if you 
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should go there in a week. Well, we can’t do that, we haven’t 
the time to do it. 

@. Now, have you had many cases of that kind come under 
your observation ? 

A. Oh, very few, very few. 

@. Have they complied very readily with your requests? 

A. Well, yes, almost always they do. I have no fault to find 
in that respect at all. 

@. And if they would not comply with your request you think 
it would be proper for you to notify the Board so that they might 
take action? 

A. I should notify the Board. I have no rights. 
~@. Then the responsibility would rest with the Board as to 
whether they would be put in court or not? 

A. Well, I never had occasion to puta case of the kind before 
them. 

Q. Then you don’t know whether the ordinance would be effec- 
tive or not before a judicial tribunal? 

A. Well, it has been done in my time, but the result has been 
the same as it has with open hoistways. We go away from our 
business and waste our time, neglecting our business, go into 
court in regard to open hoistways, and what is the result? Per- 
haps the party is fined one dollar and will keep it open to-morrow 
again. 

¢ Well, is that the fault of the law? 

A ad think it is the fault of the judge. 

@. You say you were not on the Summer-street side of the 

fire? 
No, I was not, Mr. Chairman. 
. You don’t know anything about the water-power ? 

A. No, sir. I would say in regard to entering that building on 
Summer street, that I wouldn’t allow a man to enter it. I say so 
for this reason: I have been caught three times in my lifetime in 
a similar case, and that is the reason why I wouldn’t allow the 
men to be put in there. 

@. Well, what is your judgment, Mr. Regan, about keeping all 
parties except the firemen and the police outside the fire lines? 

A. Keeping your citizens out? 

Q. All citizens? 

A. Well, I should very much like to have some of them in there; 
but the fact is, they all get in. 

@. Well, what effect would it have in your opinion if an ordi- 
nance was passed keeping them all out excepting the fireman and 
the policemen? 

A. Well, really, Mr. Chairman, Idon’t see that they have inter- 
fered with our work, — that is, they do at all small fires, of course, 
where the police don’t arrive on the ground; but where they are 
roped off at the fires like this I don’t see that they interfere with 
us a great deal. A man’s place of business may be within those 
lines. Now, we are looking for points from that man or looking 
for information in regard to a valuable building in there. We 
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prefer to meet him on the premises; he gives us a great deal of 
information. 

@. Do you ever meet any of the Assistant Inspectors of Build- 
ings at fires? 

‘A. Yes, indeed. 

@. As a general rule? 

A. There is one of them that I know that you ean find at all 
hours of the day and night at fires and at work. That is Cap- 
tain Frye. 

@. Of Mr. Damrell’s department, you mean? 

A. Yes, sir. He comes more directly under me than any other 
inspector. He is in my district and of course I meet him every 
day, and he is a gentleman I get a great deal of information 
from. 

~Q. Well, how is itat night at fires? Do you find him nights at 
fires? 

A. Yes, sir; find him at night the most. 

Q. Now. Mr. Regan, taking the fire of the morning of January 
10. Asa fireman having thirty-nine years’ and some months’ ex- 
perience, how do you think that that fire was handled by the chief 
engineer ? 

A. Well, I will tell you, Mr. Chairman, that places me in 
rather a bad fix. 

Q@. Places who? 

A. Me; to answer that question. 

Q. Why? 

A. Well, I will tell you why. As I told you before, I went into 
the fire supply business at the age of nine years and four months, 
and of course grew up in the business. I stayed in that business 
thirty years and six months for that'same house. That probably 
is the largest house in the United States, in the world, in the fire 
supply business. Now, of course that brought me in contact with 
all the able men of the nation. 

Q. Now, you understand my question? 

A. Yes, sir; I understand just your question and I am getting 
at itin just my own way. You want to find out whether he is a 
capable man or not. 

@. Your opinion, as to that fire. 

A. My opinion as to whether he is a capable man or not? 

OO? Yes sisir: 

A. I will give it to you. 

Q. Go on. 

A. AsIsay, that brought me in contact with all the able fire 
fighters of the country. Now, some of them, although away in the 
western country now. were Boston boys, and some who were fight- 
ing fires then ure fighting fires to-day, and allof them I considered 
able men. Now, it would be hardly right, you wouldn’t expect 
me to say that Mr. Webber was the superior of those men ; it can’t 
be expected, because there has been a long friendship between us. 
But [ will say this for Mr. Webber, that I think he is the equal of 
any man in the United States in handling a fire. I won’t say he 
is the superior, for that reason. 
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Q. Now, just come right back to the question. come down to the 
fire of the morning of January 10. Could there have been any im- 
provement made in the handling of that fire on the morning of 
January 10? 

A. No; how could there? The building was flat in the cellar 
in twenty minutes. 

Well stopped — saved the foundation ? 
Yes, sir. Mr. Chairman, how do I understand this hear- 
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Understand what? 

The hearing. 

What do you mean? 

Well, what I mean is this hearing. 

That you are in it just a little bit, that is all. 

It seems to me to be a one-sided affair, as far as I have 
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Have you oe anything to state? 

No; but 1 want to say this: I haven’t been asked the 
question, ‘¢ How could those fires be prevented?” and I don’t 
know that it is in the hearing, is it? 

Q. Yes; we will put you that question. 

A. Well, there are various ways, of course, that they can be 
prevented. I think the Board of Underwriters could in a measure 
prevent it, and I will state that for this reason — I won’t say the 
Board of Underwriters, but members of the Board of Under- 
writers. We had a fire on the 9th day of December at 12 Shaw- 
mut avenue, a one-story wooden building, apparently a second- 
hand shop of some description,—music, second-hand clothing, and 
all those things in the place. Now, shortly after we got on the 
premises the owner of that store came along. I asked him to tell 
me where he lived, and he said he lived at Indiana place. I 
wanted to see his papers, and he said, ‘‘ I will go for my papers.” 
I said, ‘‘ I wish you would.” After he was gone for the papers I 
got a man to appraise that man’s stock, which had been but 
seventeen days in the place, and he appraised it at $500. 
‘¢ Now,” I said to him, ‘* you will state that that is as high as you 
possibly can set it?’ — ‘* That is high as Ican set it.’’ Now, the 
man brought me the papers, and he had $5,000 insurance on that 
$500 stock. 

@. Well, do you know what the loss was adjusted at? 

A. No, he has been in court, he is in jail. That is one of 
the cases, Mr. Chairman. Now, then, about the construction of 
buildings, the question arises: can this large fire-loss be stopped? 
I claim that it can, seventy-five per cent. of it. If you gentle- 
men will come to the building on East street, next to No. 7’s Engine- 
House, now occupied by Bradford, Thomas, & Co., you will find a 
fire-proof building that is fire-proof in this way: a brick building, 
with two and a balf inch flooring g, with a cut off at every floor. 
There is no iron in the building above the third floor and wouldn’t 
have been below if they had ever thought of it before they got up 
there. ‘To my mind, construct a building in that way and seventy- 
five per cent. of your fire-loss is done away with. Put no iron in 
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the building at all —iron girders or iron posts. Now, if people 
will put sprinklers on all their buildings the Board of Underwriters 
will give them a drawback on them, a rebate, on three years, or a 
drawback for any length of time, but they forget the elevator water 
curtain. That is what lost that. Had there been a water curtain in 
the elevator of that building the same as are in the Tremont 
Theatre, that building would never have been lost; neither would 
the Sears Building on the corner of Court and Washington, if 
there had been water curtaivs connected with that elevator well. 
That fire started in the basement and went to the roof through 
that elevator-well; and so it is with nine-tenths of our fires. It 
is in the hands of the Board of Underwriters to stop this whole 
thing, if they see fit. 

@. Then, you don’t think the underwriters make a thorough ex- 
amination ? 

A. I don’t think the underwriters do make a thorough exami- 
nation. 

(). In placing risks. 

A. No, I don’t think they do. I think that Mr. Jordan ora 
man getting a large amount of insurance can come in and get all 
the insurance he pleases on a building at Brighton and it is never 
looked at, and he gets the loss required, too, the loss stated, when 
it is burned down, simply because he carries a large amount of in- 
surance. The insurance men have got nothing at stake, they are 
agents. 

@. And they are looking for the premiums, the commissions? 

A. That is what they are looking for, and they are getting 
them, too, when a man places $5,00U on a $500 stock, and turns on 
fifteen gas-burners, and sets a kerosene-oil stove underneath the 
counter. 

Q. (By Alderman Wirr.) And then goes home? 

A. Yes;.sir. 

@. (By Mr. Rosiyson.) Mr. Regan, were you at that fire in 
Putnam & Co.’s warehouse, on Congress-street extension ? 

A. A few weeks ago? 

Q@. No, last summer, I think, during the baseball season? 

An, 208, GIF, 

@. Wasn’t there some material put between the floors there 
that materially checked the fire ? 

A. That I don’t know. 

@. Do you know anything about the merits of this fire-proof 
material they spread between the floors — I think they call it mag- 
neso- calcite ? 

A. I think there was a test in regard to that, a material of that 
kind, —I believe Mr. Damnrell is here and can tell you about it, — 
a test of that kind at the New Bijou Theatre the other day. I am 
not favorably disposed towards it. I think the Bradford & 
Thomas Building is far superior as regards being fire proof to any- 
thing of that kind. I think the ceiling in that case is far superior 
to anything of the kind. I think that is the proper idea of a fire- 
proof building, to have two and one-half inch flooring such as they 
have there witb cut-offs at every floor, and no iron about your 
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building. And then you have a fire-proof building as near as you 
can get it. 

@. (By Commissioner Murruy.) Captain Regan, this Hecht 
Building was in your district, was it not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Have you looked up the amount of insurance on that 
building? 

A. I was just figuring it as you called me. The total loss all 
around will be something short of a million dollars. The total 
loss to the Hecht Brothers will be in the neighborhood of 
$600,000, that is allowing them less than what they call for, 
allowing them forty per cent. salvage, and they say they will have 
forty-five or fifty per cent. 

@. The point 1 want to get at is this: how much stock was in 
the Hecht Building, and how much insurance was carried on the 
Hecht property ; was it over or under the amount of stock? 

A. Eight hundred and five thousand dollars insurance carried 
on the stock and $74,000 carried on the building. They claim a 
loss on the building of $24,000 not insured. 

@. Then there was, in round numbers, about $900,000 of insur- 
ance? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And was that over the value of the property that they own 
there or under? 

_A. It was probably under. 

@. Probably under? 

A. Yes, sir; according to the salvage they are getting out of it. 

Q. Independent of the salvage, what I wanted to find out, was 
there over insurance or under insurance there. 

A, That I think was under insurance. 

@. What was your position in the Boston Fire Department dur- 
ing the great fire, what official position did you occupy ? 

A. J was assistant engineer in charge of the district. That was 
my district. 

@. What command had you at that fire? that is, on which 
side of the fire did you command? 

A. I commanded from the corner of Kingston and Summer 
streets to the water. 

@. Did the fire spread much that way? 

A. Down Bedford street to the water. 

@. Did the fire spread much that way? 

A. It didn’t go south, no. I will say here, Mr. Chairman, that 
no fire has ever got by me. 

@. You commanded there all during the fire? 

A. All during the fire, until in the morning, until I came to the 
north to take charge, with the exception of about one hour that 
we were procuring hose. 

Q. Now, at this fire on Summer street, did I understand you 
aright to make the statement that in your judgment as a fireman, 
with years of experience, the key to the stopping of the spread 
of that fire was attacking it in the rear where you did, in the Rice 
Building? 
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A. Yes, sir; the spread to the Summer-street buildings was a 
secondary consideration. 

@. When you got into the Rice Building, which was on South 
street, was not that afire? 

AMOS es: 

@. That is, on those windows that looked out there? 

A. Yes, sir; in two different places. 

@. Let us see—do you recollect the insurance on the Rice 
Building ? 

A. Three hundred and ninety thousand dollars on the stock 
and about $125,000 on the building, and the loss was less than 
$4,000. 

Q@. The point I want to get at is this: Let us have it distinctly 
understood, so that there may be no misunderstanding. By your 
position there, on account of the position you took in the Rice 
Building, you saved the spread of fire to the Rice Building and 
the other buildings between Summer and South streets? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. That you state in your judgment, from your experience? 

A. Yes, sir. Now, of course, there has been a great deal said 
in the press about cutting holes in walls in case of fires. There is 
no danger in cutting into the walls, even if you never put a stream 
there. The fire would never enter the building — never would. 

@. (By Commissioner Fircu.) Captain Regan, have you been 
in the habit of cutting holes in walls at fires? Have you been 
accustomed to cutting holes in walls in your experience? 

A. I never have myself individually, Mr. Chairman, but I have 
had it done by my orders. 

@. You have seen it done? 

A. [have ordered it done, and have seen Barnicoat, Smith, 
Bird, Green, Damrell, Chamberlain, and Webber do it. 

@. Have you ever seen it done in other cities? 

A: Qh, yes, sir. | 

@. What other cities? 

A. Philadelphia, Baltimore, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Chicago, 
and once in New York City. 

@. Have you ever talked with chiefs of Chicago and New York 
about that way of fighting fires? 

A. In relation to that? No, never, Mr. Chairman. 

@. Do you know whether Chief Bonner has ever said he would 
cut holes in walls? 

A. No, I don’t. Iam not personally acquainted with him. I 
am with the other gentlemen who have been spoken of so highly 
here — Chief Sweeney, for instance. 

@. (By Commissioner Murreny.) You have read Chief Bon- 
ner’s article in the Sunday ‘* Globe” about fire-fighting, haven't 
you? 

A. Some things I never read in the ‘‘ Globe,” Mr. Commis- 
sioner, nor any other paper. I read the ‘* Globe” itself and read 
it very thoroughly, but I never read about the fire matters, base- 
ball, or McKinleyism —or the Fire Marshal’s report, either. I 
read everything else. 
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@. Well, I drew your attention, Captain Regan, to that article 
by Chief Bonner, because he speaks of cutting holes in walls 
there as one of the rules of fire-fighting. 

A. I didn’t read it, Mr. Commissioner. 

Q. (By the CHarrman.) Now, Mr. Regan, you have told us 
all about it cutting this hole. Now, what is the theory among 
engineers as to the cutting of holes through a wall? 

A. That is, what would be the benefit derived ? 

@. Yes, sir; what theory do you advance for doing that? 

A. We do it to save stock for the Board of Underwriters prin- 
cipally, and there is another reason, Mr. Chairman. Of course, 
that is done where you cannot get at the rear of a building, where 
there is no way to get at it. 

@. Now, you have told us that you do that for that specific 
purpose — that is, for the sake of saving property, etc., as you 
say. Now, bow does it bring about that result? 

A. How is it brought about? 

@. Yes, sir; why does it bring it about? 

A. Well, I did bring it about, Mr. Chairman. 

@. How do you save property often by cutting a hole through 
a wall? 

A. Well, if you can get at either side of the building, we will 
say, and the front, it is all right; but where there is no earthly 
way of getting into the building at the rear or at the front, if there 
is no way by which you can get at it at the front, rear, or side 
otherwise, you certainly must get into it in some way, from some 
place, and we do it generally in this way. We will say itis a 
twenty-four inch wall: first we remove four bricks from the face of 
that wall, and the next layer in we take out three, and so on, and 
the last in we take out one and look through, and then you will 
see just where you are, whether the building has fallen and every- 
thing is below you, or whether you are in good position to 
strike goods in there. If you are in good position you in- 
crease the size of the hole. If you find that the building has 
dropped below you you have to go down farther and cut again. 
The gentleman on yourright there (Mr. Damrell) will give you the 
whole thing. He is thoroughly versed in that. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpuy.) One more question, captain, 
and that is in regard to the effects from this gas that is generated 
by a large fire. Now, your experience with the Boston fire will 
bear you out in a statement in regard to that? 

A. In the Preston Building, Mr. Commissioner, if you went 
in there and should come in contact with that gas you probably 
would never come out alive. Even if your windows were closed 
you would have it. It does enter a building somehow or another, 
we don’t know, or rather I don’t know, how. We do know that 
it was in the Fred Ames Building on the corner of Kingston and 
Bedford strects, at the Thanksgiving day fire, and we do know 
that fire vever entered that building, but she was down and in the 
street. We know that gas did it, from the Jordan, Marsh Build- 
ing, that was the seat of the original fire. But how it was done 
I don’t know. ‘That is the reason why I should have been afraid to 
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put men in the Preston or the iron front building on Summer street. 
The area was so small that the moment that wall came over the 
gas was going to shoot in through those windows. ‘The moment 
the gas penetrated the building, as it did the moment the wall 
fell and the floors fell through, the gas came through the windows 
and was all through the building, and the men would never have 
sot out. Iwill tell youa case that happened in 1889 — Mr. Dam- 
rell will remember it — of a fire in a building owned by Mr. Sears, 
on Purchase street, corner of Purchase and Oliver street. Of 
course, you know, there was the market near there, and there 
were these cellars there, three stories underground on Purchase 
street, and I happened*to find that the men had a line in one of 
the sub-cellars, and thinking it was dangerous I immediately 
brought them up into the street. There was a little wider area 
between Mr. Sears’ building and these cellars than there was in 
this cuse in the rear of the Hecht Building, but when that build- 
ing fell it filled in there clean to the sidewalk, and it was twenty-six 
days afterwards before we got into the room where I took that 
stream out. That would have been the result here, provided the 
wall of the Hecht Building had come into the windows of the 
Preston or Constant Buildings, and the men would never have 
got out alive after the wallhad fallen. That is my opinion. Even 
if they-had not been killed by the wall they would have been by 
the bot air, the back draught. 

Q. (By Mr. Damrey.) Captain Regan, if you were requested 
by your chief to bring those streams into close battery and you 
found that you couldn’t get at the seat of the fire without going 
through a wall, you would take it for granted that that was the 
way, would you not? 

Ze a C8; Bir, 

@. Do you recollect the fire on Kingston street, in 1867, the 
machine shop, Fox’s machine shop; Be you recollect that fire ? 

A. Oh, yes, indeed. 

Q@. Do you recollect getting a Farias order from me to make 
close battery and go through that wall? 

Assy YS.) Sin. 

Q@. Did it turn out to be the only means by which that fire could 
be reached ? 


Ay iX es: sir. 
@. Youremember that well? 
‘Ay Nes. sir, 


@. Then itis not an unusual thing tocut through a wall for the 
purpose of getting at the seat of a fire? 

A. No, I think I have had it done under you at least from nine 
to a dozen different times. I know once I didit on Beverly street 
going from a third-story building into a six-story building. 

@. The fact is, and I think Captain Regan understands the 
fact, that you may fire at the gas or flame with as many streams of 
water as you please and you do not extinguish the fire, neither do 
you reduce the temperature to any extent; but that your object is 
by close work, close battery, to get at the seat of the fire and by 
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that means extinguish it. That might be termed the science of 
close work, might it not? 

ie by CS. :8lr. 

@. You wouldn’t stand off and fire at a flame with your stream 
hoping to extinguish any fire? 

A. Oh, no. 

@. Yoa would be thinking that you were wasting your ammuni- 
tion, would you not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Therefore it is your object to make close work, and if 
necessary go through the wall — that is your object? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And you would consider that you would be exercising poor 
judgment if you didn’t do it? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And ought to be reprimanded ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Damretv_. — That is my judgment. 

Q@. (By Commissioner Murpuy.) If yon had gone up to the 
roof of the Rice Building, and played from there instead of 
cutting the hole in the wall, what would have been the percentage 
of loss compared with what it was? 

A. Well, in the first place you would have to take from the 
efficiency of the department five engines. You would have had 
to keep a number of engines at work to force water to the top of 
that building, seventy or eighty feet high. 

@. So the lower you get down to the ground the more water you 
get on the fire? 

A. Yes, sir; there is no backing away from your work, just as 
Mr. Damrell has been speaking about. As he says, there is no 
half-way business, you can’t get away from your work, but you 
must come to close quarters. 

@. (By Mr. O’Brien.) Captain, did you find sufficient water- 
power there for all the purposes you wanted ? 

A. Plenty. 

@. And have you always found sufficient head of water to ac- 
complish what was desired ? 

A. We have of late years. I will say that we didn’t some time 
ago. 

@. Well, how long ago? 

A. Well, under Mr. Damrell’s administration we didn’t. But 
to-day we are very well equipped indeed. Don’t find any fault in 
that respect. 

@. Well, do you ever find frozen hydrants, hydrants out of 
order? 

A. I have not, no sir; not in my district. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) I want to ask you one question before 
you go, Mr. Regan: have you ever been in Chicago? 

A. Yes, indeed, I have. 

(). Stayed there long? 

_ A. Yes, I travelled to Chicago for thirty years or more, and 
sometimes lived there for four, five, and six weeks at a time. 
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@. Have you been there of late years? 

A. I have not been to Chicago for five years coming October. 

@. Then you don’t know anything about the discipline of the 
department at the present time? 

A. Not at the present time. Of course, I know its commander 
and all its officers, but its discipline I do not know. 


Statement by District Cuter JoHN A. MULLEN. 


@. (By the Cuarrman.) Kindly tell the committee your full 
name, Mr. Mullen? 
A. John A. Mullen. 
@. And you are a member of the Fire Department of the city 
of Boston? 
A. Yes, sir. 
@. How long have you been a member? 
_ A. Been a member since 1874. 
Q. What position do you hold in the Fire Department now, at 
the present time? 
District chief. 
What district ? 
The South Boston district, District 6. 
How many pieces of apparatus are there in your district ? 
I have got nine — ten pieces. 
How many men under your charge? 
Seventy-nine men, including officers. 
How long have you been a district chief? 
Eight years. 
And have always been stationed in South Boston? 
As a district chief, yes, sir. 
Do you answer any of the alarms in the city proper? 
I do. 
Any of the first alarms? 
i Cs 76tc. 
What district? 
Well, the district south of Essex and east of Washington, 
th to Northampton street and Chester park. 
@. That is, districts covered by Mr. Regan and Mr. Abbott? 
A, Yes, sir; and Mr. Keyes. 
Q. By Mr. Abbott? 
A. I wouldn't say Abbott, no, sir. 
Q. Cheswell ? 
A. Gaylord, Dorchester. 
Q. Well, on the morning of January 10, you answered that 
alarm on that morning? 
Mea) 68.89. 
Q. First alarm. 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Second? 
A 
Q 
A 
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. What time did you arrive there? 
I arrived there about thirty-four minutes past eight. 
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@. That would be about four minutes after the second alarm 
was sounded ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Well, Mr. Mullen, when you arrived at the scene of that 
fire, what were the conditions of those buildings, the Hecht Build- 
ing and Constant Building and the Preston Building? 

A. Of course, I came in on the southerly side. The Hecht 
Building was, in my opinion, in such a condition that there was 
no saving it. 

@. Whom did you report to? 

A. I reported to Chief Webber. 

@. Where did he send you? 

A. He sent me through the brick passageway beneath the 
water-works building. : 

@. And what did you find when you got inthere? Now, if you 
will go on and state the position you took upon your arrival there 
and the condition of the buildings and surroundings ? 

A. Well, when I arrived there, there were two lines — which I 
understood afterwards were 7 and 388, or 39 at least, — playing 
from the street through the front windows. Engine 15 of South 
Boston, which would come in on the southerly side, was backing 
out of the door and still making another attempt to yet inside, and 
I found that the fire had got so far that it was useless to do any- 
thing more on that side, and I ran over and told the chief, and he 
told me to get into that passageway and cut her off from going 
farther on the southerly side. [I immediately passed through the 
passageway, went into the storehouse, — a two-story annex to 
Hecht’s main building, — and went up to the tin doors in the brick 
wall to see that they were closed all right, and saw the fire beneath 
the doors. I went out to report the fact that there was fire there, 
and in the meantime Engine | had arrived, which responded on the 
third alarm, and the captain reported to me and asked me where I 
wanted the line. I told him to bring it through the passageway, 
that we could get lines through to the roof of this two-story 
wooden ‘structure to play on the windows on the southerly side of 
the Hecht Building. The chemicalalso reported there at the same 
time and the lieutenant in charge of the chemical wanted to know 
if I wanted his line. I told him there wasn’t much use for it, 
but still he could bring it in in case fire came through the tin doors, 
and that it would be just the apparatus we needed to wet down 
the wool inside the doors. ‘The shipper, Walsh, was there and 
told me not to play the water there, because there was no fire 
there. I told him I didn’t intend to do such a thing, but would 
take care of that in the future if there was any occasion for it. 
I told him what to do and had the chemical here in connection 
with Engine 1 hose, and I went out on the street then and re- 
ported to Chief Webber that I wanted a ladder, and he immedi- 
ately sent off his messenger — Dan Stevens, I think itis, a young 
fellow — and he went off and succeeded in getting a ladder for me, 
and we brought it through this passageway. We were delayed 
somewhat in getting it on the building, owing to the small area- 
way, that is, the yardway between the storehouse and the so- 
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called water-power building. We had to take that ladder back 
underneath that storehouse, and, as I say, there was so little room 
there that it was almost impossible to get it up, and we finally 
succeeded after a good deal of hard work, pushing and crowding, to 
Spring it up and get it on the roof of the storehouse, and I ordered 
Engine i’s line over the ladder. I passed up behind them my- 
self and in the meantime, as I say, the chemical men had run 
this big line of two and a half hose. They also came up on 
the roof and we got water playing into the windows on the 
southerly side of Hecht’s Building, from this roof. We had just 
got to work in good shape when the wall split in the middle and 
came over on to this two-story storehouse, crushing it into splinters. 
I had four or five men on the roof. One of them got caught 
with the roof, and was carried down with the ruins, but kept so 
far over to the edge that the middle portion of the wall, going in 
there, just missed him, but crushing in the building as it did, it 
carried him down in the ruins. ‘The rest of them—two firemen 
and two outsiders that were on the roof, they say the outsiders 
were employees of Hecht’s—jumped over the fire-wall and slid 
down a slanting roof of a small dwelling-house in the rear of this 
store-house, facing down another passageway, going down to 
Federal street, between Nos. 227 and 229. They slid down into 
this passageway off the roof, and two of the others hauled the 
line over with them and held on to that. I waited until most of 
them got away, and hung on to the fire-wall myself, just as the 
roof left me. I then went over and began to look around. I 
had seen where this man of ours had gone down when they were 
taken down in the ruins, and I got some of Ladder 17’s men in 
Waverly place, and I pointed where this man of ours was, and 
we got him out all right. At that time there was no fire in the 
water-power building, but there was more or less smoke passing 
through. <A doorway, as I understand it, was opening from the 
Hecht Building on the front of it, and when that wall came over it 
partially crushed the water-power building, crushing in the store- 
house, and throwing fire all over the yardway. The wall coming 
over of course destroyed the two lines that we had in there, but 
when I came out I found that Engine 1 had done the next best 
thing — they had disconnected their line there and went to their 
engine and got a street-pipe, placing that on the hose, and went 
inmediately to work again, losing of course whatever hose was 
under the ruins and through the passageway. I then found a 
line that I think was ordered there by Chief Abbott to play on 
the ruins, to save the men whom he supposed were buried under- 
neath there, and I ordered that line, which proved to be Engine 
15’s, I think, from there, and I took them and brought them 
through this passageway, between 227 and 229, to save the 
dwelling-house next to the water-power building. ‘There was a 
small fire-escape in the rear of this passageway, back of 229, and 
I had Ladder 17, which was in Waverly place, bring a ladder in 
there and throw it on to this fire-escape, and not being sure 
of the end of the wall of the water-power building, which was 
shattered somewhat and looked kind of bad, I sent Cuptain 
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Moning, of Ladder 17, up on that ladder to report the condition 
of the wall. He went up there, and he seemed to be a little in 
doubt about it, and still didn’t want to say it was bad. I told 
him to come down and I] would go up myself. He came down 
and said that it did look bad, and I[ said, ‘* Well, leave the ladder 
there,” and took the men from Waverly place, so as to get out of 
there, and also took 15’s men out to attack it in front, and no 
sooner had I given the order than the walls crashed in, crashed 
to pieces the second time, and a number of us barely escaped 
death; but we got out of there all right. That wall coming 
at that time crushed in the dwelling-house in 225-227, and there 
was a man came out on the third story of the building, and I 
ordered Ladder 17 to bring a ladder, and put it up there, as 
I told them that that man was there, and I was afraid he 
was going to jump, and didn’t want to take chances— which 
the Ladder 17 men did. Ladder 17, with Captain Moning in 
charge, brought the ladder there and it was thrown up in front of 
this building and they took the man down. I then told the cap- 
tain to report at Waverly place, because I thought there was 
more danger there on account of the business blocks. I also 
had Engine 21 there, which in the meantime had arrived, and 
Engine | and Engine 7, with the addition of the hose that was sup- 
plied by 21, made that corner safe enough. There were three 
lines working there in the front on Federal street, and as I say I 
ordered Captain Moning back into Waverly place and told 
Engine 15 to get more hose sand come and connect there with 
their line, so as to connect with Waverly place away froin this 
broken wall, on the end near the dwelling-house. They soon got 
that line made up and then sent a stream up into the rear of this 
dwelling-house as well as the water-power building. I imme- 
diately went out then into Waverly place, met the captain of 
Engine 24, who wanted to know where I wanted his line, and 
I had Ladder 17 then throw a fourteen-foot ladder into the dwel- 
ling-house from Waverly place and ordered 24’s men over that 
ladder. not to the roof, but as near as they could get and have 
that line working in good shape, and then ordered Engine 15 to 
lower a life line from the building. Those two lines held the 
key of the south side, so as to prevent the spreading of the fire 
over to the buildings right across there from Federal street back 
to the end of Waverly Place. I then assisted Chief Regan and 
Chief Keyes around through the rear of Waverly place and up 
through that other passageway —I don’t know what it is — that 
passes up to South street, helping to pull down part of the 
remaining portion of a wall and unload the storehcuse —a portion 
of the brick wall remaining on the westerly corner. I helped 
them to demolish the walls then, at the corner, so that we could 
get at the storehouse and unload it, and I helped them to unload 
it. I soon after ordered 15’s line down off this building and 
ordered it over to the small dwelling-house on which these men 
had slid in trying to save themselves from the storehouse, and 
they went to work and played on the ruins. I then had 21 go 
up on the second floor of the water-power building and they 
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played on the ruins, and took Engine 15 up through the brick 
dwelling-house and they played from the third floor through a 
rear window. There was nothing else for us to do but take time 
and wait until she was out. I was sent back to quarters about 
six o’clock. 

@. You held the fire from the position you took when you 
arrived ? 


A. Yes, sir. 

Q. It didn’t get beyond you? 

A. No, sir; I held it there. 

@. Even after the walls had fallen it didn’t extend any? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Now, Mr. Mullen, have you been before the Fire Marshal? 
As. «N04 -81E: 

aE 


Were you questioned as to whether the fire got away from 
your end or not, by him? 

A. No, sir; I wasn’t asked that question. 

@. Were you asked whether you knew of the area in the rear 
of the Hecht Building? 

A. No, sir; I was not. 

@. Were you asked as to what was the trouble with the water 
power? 

No, sir. 

Do you know of anything? 

I don’t. 

Of your own knowledge? 

I don’t. 

You were asked if you were well acquainted with the char- 
acter of the buildings in your district by him? 

LEN Os SIT. 

Q. You were not. Now, Mr. Mullen, are you thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the character of the buildings in your district? 

Yes, sir. 

@. And I suppose you are well acquainted with the character 
of some of the buildings in the districts in which you are called 
on second and third alarms? 

A. Yes,sir; L ought to be. JI am called to some of them often 
enough. 

Q. Well, how do you acquaint yourself with that information? 

A. I acquaint myself by going through a building from the 
garret to the cellar. 

@. Do you keep any record of it at all? 

A. Yes, sir; I take plans as far as I can. Iam not an archi- 
tect, you know. I take a roof sketch and sometimes when I am 
sitting there at leisure I will look them over and find out when they 
are putting a new building up what kind of a building is next to 
it, and I could tell you, if I had the papers here, whether they had 
one, two, or three boilers, where the hatchways are, where the 
elevators are and what chances there are for getting in and getting 
out of a building. I look at the means of getting ‘out as much as 
getting in, because I like to be posted myself so that if we get cut 
off, as is frequently the case with the firemen, we will have a 
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means of escaping from a building. So it is really for our welfare 
to look after things of that kind. 

@. And you keep thoroughly well posted in regard to the char- 
acter of all the new buildings going up in any district to which 
you may be called? 

A. Yes, sir; by all means; discuss them night after night in 
the engine-houses. 

@. Among your men? 

At) Syst. 

@. And your officers? 

A. Yes, sir. I also have a system of inspection there, whereby 
the officers, the captains of a company, inspect their sub-district. 
For instance, Engine 1’s captain would take Monday afternoon 
between three and five, Engine 2’s would take Tuesday, and so 
on, so as not to have two or three captains out at once, and so on 
through the week. They go around from three to five. I try to 
have them do it right along, unless there are a good many fires, 
and the company is short of many men, or where it is as hard 
going as itis now. I can’t very well afford to let them go at this 
time, because I want all the men I can keep in quarters at any 
moment. 

@. You had nothing to do with the fighting of the fire from the 
Constant and Preston Buildings? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you know of that area that was around there by the 
Hecht Building? 

A. No, sir; I did not. 

@. Have you ever had occasion, Mr. Chief, to report any man 
for any breach of discipline at a fire? 

ASYNGs Sire 

@. Have you ever seen any of the men, have any of the men 
in your department come under your observation, who were under 
the influence of liquor at a fire? 

A. No, sir. 

@. If you had seen them in that condition, what would you 
do? 

A. Why,I would take their badge off and send them home and 
report them next morning. 

Q@. To whom? 

A. To the Fire Commissioners. 

@. Have you ever had occasion to report any of the members 
of the department in your district, any of your seventy-nine men, 
for any breach of discipline, or for disobeying orders ? 

A. No, sir; not for disobeying orders. I have in other cases. 

@. Well, has there been any case of breach of discipline in the 
department that you have reported, any violation of the rules? 

A. Yes, sir; I have reported three or four for being under the. 
influence of liquor. 

Q. To whom? 

To the Fire Commissioners. 
What was the result? 
The result was that one of them was discharged and the 
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other suspended for three months, and afterwards for good con- 
duct they remitted the suspension for a week or two, because he 
did prove to be a good fireman. His only fault was taking a 
little too much occasionally. 

@. And are cases of intoxication generally followed by the 
finding of the commissioners of dismissal from the service ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And I suppose as a strict disciplinarian you recommend 
that, — in case of intoxication I am talking about now? 

A. Ihave nothing to do with the hiring or discharging of men. 
It is immaterial to me. 

Q. Well, as a strict disciplinarian you would recommend that? 

A. Yes, sir; particularly in connection with fire business. 

@. Have you ever had occasion at any time to suspend any 
man under your command at a fire for refusing to obey your orders 
or refusing to go where you sent him? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Well, do the men obey you generally quickly and cheerfully ? 

A. Yes, sir; they know it would cost them their position if they 
didn’t. 

@. Have you ever had occasion to report to the commissioners 
anything in relation to the quality of the hose furnished by the 
department? 

A. No, sir. 

@. What is your custom when hose bursts at a fire — what dis- 
position is made of that piece of hose? 

A. If it is burst at a fire we throw it out temporarily and report 
it soon after. Each piece of hose is numbered. 

@. Numbered where? 

A. On the coupling. Then we report it next day by its num- 
ber. For instance, if a man runs over it with a coal wagon and 
cuts it in two, we report that fact, reporting it by its number, 
when it was put in service, who was the maker of it, and what was 
the size of it. Of course, we have got two sizes of hose for lay- 
ing a line, two and a half and three inches. We report if it 
is strained; that is, if it shows pinholes which «ure liable to cause the 
water to flow over a man’s carpet in aroom. We report the fact, 
in such a case, by the number of the hose, saying that it is 
strained or full of pinholes or whatever the case may be, and if it 
is burst we report it as being burst at whatever fire it might be 
burst at and the amount of pressure that it burst at. We might 
be running at extraordinary pressures at times. For instance, if 
a line was going up on a six-story building and we wanted to put 
a little more pressure than the average that is allowed us by the rule 
— eighty pounds pressure — of course we would run her up for all 
she was worth until we either got water on the fire at that height or 
burst the hose. And if a hose is burst or injured we report it, as 
I say, just as soon as we get the chance, the next day. It is 
reeled up and tied up, and the supply wagon comes and picks it up 
and takes it to the repair shop. 

@. And there is a record of that kept at each house? 

A. Every engine-house in the city of Boston. 
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Do you have any fire patrol in your district? 
Yes, sir. 
What portions of it? 
We have a fire patrol from Washington Heights down to 
the a avenue, taking in First street, Congress street, and so on. 

@. How is that patrol distributed, “how many men do you 
have out? 


’ 
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A. One man from each company. 

(). How many hours’ service does he perform ? 

A. They patrol from eight in the evening until six in the morn- 
ing. 

Q. Well, how many men during those hours? 

A. Two men. Two men go on, for instance, from six to 


twelve. Of course, there would be a supper hour for each man, 
one from six to seven, and the other from seven to eight, for 
instance, and at eight o’clock they start out, one man remaining 
inside, for house patrol, and one man taking the street patrol. 
They will patrol until twelve, and at quarter of twelve the inside 
man calls the next two men who are on the patrol slate for that 
night. The watch is made out for twenty-four hours, of course, 
and he calls the next two. Those two patrol until four, two hours 
outside, and two inside each. ‘Then there are two more men— 
an equal number —running from four to nine in the morning. 
One is out on the street and the other remains in the house, and 
then the one in the house goes out and the other one is in. So we 
have one on the patrol desk looking out for alarms, etc., and the 
other doing patrol duty outside, warning in case of fire, and so 
on. ‘They go on like a ship’s watch from day to day, so that 
each man gets his share of the watch and has to perform the same 
labor. 

@. And that you keep up continuously ? 

A. Yes, sir; continuously, unless the companies are down town 
at a fire. 

@. Well, have you ever had occasion to make complaint as to 
the water pressure in your district? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In what portions? 

A. In the Washington Village portion. 

@. What were the complaints that you made about that? 

A. The complaint was that there were not hydrants enough 
there, that the pipes were too small. 

Q. And has that been remedied? 

A. Yes, sir; it has in that part. I also made complaint that 
there wasn’t water enough in the Congress-street district. 

@. And has that been remedied? 

A. Toa certain extent it has, but not to my satisfaction. I 
recommended that a siphon be placed across the Fort Point 
channel so as to bring in a supply from the city. I understood 
that the city engineer or somebody, I don’t know who — of course, 
I have no right to use names, but I understood that from the 
paper — stated that the cost would be $10,000 to put a siphon 
across there. 
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@. And that was one of the reasons they assigned for not 
putting it across, its expense? 

A. Yes, sir; and to overcome that they put in a twelve-inch 
main running down the new portion of B-street extension across 
the commonwealth land around into Congress street, which gives 
asecond supply, but it doesn’t overcome the entire trouble there yet. 

@. Well, did you hear any reasons assigned by the Water 
Department or the city engineer why they couldn’t put a siphon 
across? 

AM NG Sire 

@. Would it interfere, Mr. Mullen, from your knowledge, with 
the anchorage of vessels? 

A. Well, there is a siphon across Dover street that doesn’t 
interfere with any vessels going through the draw. I don’t know 
whether vessels should be anchored in the draw. 

@. You mean a siphon under water or over water? 

A. Under water, this one on Dover street. 

@. And the one you would recommend would be under the 
water, too? 

A. I don’t recommend any way of putting it in here, because I 
am not engineer enough to know how it should probably go: 

Q@. Would it probably go under water? 

A. I should think it probably would. I am in doubt in the 
matter, because I don’t know whether it would interfere with 
vessels going through the draw or not, but it doesn’t at Dover 
street. I also recommended an extension of the water-main on 
Q street. 

Q. South Boston? 

A. South Boston. The lines of pipe running through South 
Boston from First street to Sixth street are dead ends. The dis- 
tance between P and Q streets — Q street is the street that runs 
along the front of Marine park — the distance from P street to Q 
street is something like one thousand two hundred or one thousand 
five hundred feet. Everyone of those hydrants and those pipes 
were dead ends. The question was asked why I wanted that 
line of pipe on the street when there were no buildings. I said 
the reason why I wanted it was to connect all those ends into 
that twelve-inch main, making complete circulation at that point. 

@. Are there any other places where you have called attention 
to the water supply ? 

A. Yes; I wanted a six-inch main run through Gates street, 
from Dorchester to Telegraph street. I put a hydrant in on Gates 
street; there is a four-inch entered there now, I believe. 


@. Have you ever had any frozen hydrants in your district? 
A. Yes, sir. 

@. Where? 

A. I had some few on the hill. 

@. Where? 

A. Up on the hill in the vicinity of G street. 

Q@. When? 

A. This winter; post hydrants. 

@. Well, how did you know they were frozen? 
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A. Well, the patrol brought in the fact, the men taking care of 
them brought in the fact, the members of Engine 1. 

Q. Your patrol? 

A. I didn’t mean to say the patrol. It came through Engine 1. 
The captain of Engine 1 reported the fact to me. 

@. It was reported by the department to you? 

A. Yes, sir; to me, and immediately taken care of. 

@. Was there any fire at that time? 

A. No fire, no, sir; never had any of ours frozen over there 
when we had a fire, that I know of. 

Q. But your department, the men in your department, your dis- 
trict, have found hydrants frozen and have reported the fact, but 
it was immediately remedied ? 

A. Yes:sir. 

Q@. Still, they were frozen? 

A. Yes, sir; post hydrants, I mean. 

@. I suppose that you are conversant with the ordinances re- 
lating to the Fire Department, Mr. Mullen? 

A. Somewhat, yes, sir. 

Q. Section 5, you know what that is: ‘‘ Said board shall cause 
all places where shavings or other combustible material or explo- 
sive compounds,” etc. ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. What do you do in your district in relation to matters of 
that kind, among the manufacturing or mercantile districts ? 

A. I order them removed if I consider them dangerous. Of 
course, in some places, planing mills and things of that kind, we 
have got to allow a certain length of time for them to be there, for 
them to carry on their business; but in almost all cases they have 
complied very generally with an suggestions I have offered, and 
have corrected the trouble later on. I never had any occasion to 
send a complaint to the Board of Fire Commissioners in regard to it 
in that district. They are very clever people over there. 

Q. Now, then, Mr. Mullen, if you found a case similar to that 
described in that ordinance, you would act yourself ? 

A. Yes, sir; I would act, and if they didn’t conform to any of 
the suggestions I made, or anything I might suggest, I would report 
the matter to the Fire Commissioners, and of course they would 
take some action in the matter. That is the rule, that we shall do 
what we can, by recommendation and suggestion, and if they 
don’t take action, we are ordered by our superiors to report the 
fact to them and they will take further actiou, ordering such arti- 
cles to be removed at the expense of the tenant or occupant. 

@. That is, the Board can direct them to do it? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Or can go and remove it and charge the expense to them? 

A. Yes; but as I understand the ordinance I couldn’t remove 
it myself unless I got orders from the Board. 

Q@. It says here: ‘¢Said Board;” and the same is true, too, I 
suppose, if in some portions of your districts you went in and 
found where they were using wooden boxes and barrels as recepta- 
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cles for ashes and cinders, you would immediately have that 
stopped? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And if it was not stopped at your suggestion you would also 
report that to the Board? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, I want to ask you, how is the water supply down 
around the lunatic asylum there, and in the vicinity of the House 
of Correction — in that locality ? 

A. I would say the water supply was good there. I intended 
in the early spring to recommend the extension of the water-main 
down L street to the new bridge, and place a hydrant on that end, 
because it would come very handy to cross into the rear of Loring’s 
yard, and also for a number of new buildings that are getting into 
that locality at present, which would be accommodated by the ex- 
tension of the water-main on the northerly side of L street. I 
was going to recommend that in the early spring, but haven’t rec- 
ommended it yet. 

@. Now, Mr. Mullen, you remained at that fire on the 10th of 
January some time — you remained there during the day, I sup- 
pose? 

I remained through the day, until a little after six o’clock. 
In the evening? 

Yes, sir. 

You were at the Underhay oil fire, were you? 

Yes, sir. 

Well, now, I am going to ask you your judgment and your 
opinion as an expert, a fireman — what, in your opinion, was the 
management exercised in stopping that fire on January 10th? 

A. As faras I was able to observe around there, everything 
was done there that it was possible for any one man to do. 

@. You say apy one man, — how about the department? 

A. I said as to the department that I think they did first-rate, 
that thev were mighty fortunate in saving the square. 

. That is, the block? 

A. Yes, sir; considering the condition of the buildings at the 
time the alarm was given. 

@. You mean the whole block? 

A. I mean the whole square, yes, sir — Rice Building and all. 

Q. Down to East street? 

A. Down to South street, down to the corner of South street, 
down to the corner of South street there from Waverly place. I 
don’t think they would have done very good work if they had let it 
cross Waverly place, if they let it cross there and get to South 
street; but I think they were very fortunate in keeping it from 
getting across Waverly place and from there to South street. I 
think they were very fortunate indeed in holding it where they did. 

Q. (By Commissioner Murrny.) One question, — it has been 
said here by a gentleman that the district chiefs of the Boston 
Fire Department he did not think lived up to the city ordinances 
requiring you to look after shavings and dangerous buildings and 
dangerous businesses that lead to fire, and he based that on the 
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fact that they came to him to consult him in regard to what the 
law was. Have you ever been to see Mr. Howes to get informa- 
tion from him as to what your duty was? 

A. No, sir; I don’t know the man, never have seen him to my 
knowledge. 

Commissioner Murpuy. — That makes five, I think, who have 
been here so far, who have testified to that fact. 

Q@. (By the Cuarrman.) Have you ever seen any of the un- 
derwriters’ inspectors ? 

A. Well, I have seen a number of inspectors going through 
Bishop’s cotton factory there. I sce a new one about there about 
every week. I don’t know whether they are insurance men or what 
they are— they say they are. I asked Mr. Bishop if they are 
insurance inspectors and he says he don’t know what they are, that 
they are coming around all the time, and between firemen and 
inspectors he is about crazy. I suppose they are all giving him 
bother in that respect. I suppose they are inspectors. 

@. Have you ever gone to the Inspectors of the Underwriters 
for information as regards your duty? 

A. No, sir; I think I am intelligent enough to know what 
orders are given to me. 

Q. Well, we want you to contradict it—the committee have 
no doubt of that, you know, but the fact is the statements have 
been made. 

A. No, I haven’t been there, haven’t been to see anybody. 
When I have any matters that I want to consult anybody about, 
I immediately send a report to the Fire Commissioners. 

@. Have you ever had any occasion to have any consultations 

with the Inspectors of Buildings? 
_ A. No, sir; the Inspector of Buildings in that district consults 
with me a great deal, and I find that he is very clever, that there 
is not anything wrong in that district in the shape of old build- 
ings and old traps, but what he willingly comes and tells me, and 
I impart all the information I have to him. 

@. Then, so far as the Department for the Inspection of Build- 
ings and the Fire Department are concerned, they work har- 
moniously. 

First-rate in our district. 

Do you find the inspector at the fires in your district ? 
Yes, sir. 

As a rule ?. 

As a rule. 
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(By the CHatrMan.) Your full name, sir? 
William A. Brophy. 
And your business, sir? 
A. Iam Inspector and Electrical Engineer of the Associated 
Factory Mutual Insurance Company. 
@. And you reside where? 
A. Boston. 
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@. Have you had occasion to look into any of the recent fires 
in Boston lately ? 

A. Just one. 

Q. Well, kindly tell the committee, in your own way, what you 
know about that fire, Mr. Brophy? 

A. In the first place. I was not in the city that day. I have to 
base my opinions on examinations made since the fire, the day 
following, and from what information I can get from men engaged 
in the extinguishment. I considered at first, or do consider it, a 
hazardous risk to place such a building in the heart of any city in 
the condition in which it was that day. It was packed from 
cellar to attic with wood — some say that is not inflammable; ex- 
perience teaches me that itis. It was provided with no safeguards 
in the shape of watchmen during the night; I am not aware that 
anything was there to extinguish a fire when discovered on the 
premises, even a water pail; no stand-pipe, no hose, no automatic 
sprinklers. In the first story were retail stores. Those people 
had access to that inflammable portion of the goods stored there 
and were not supposed to be imbued with a great sense of responsi- 
bility as to what they did there. Yet, these people found no dif- 
ficulty in securing all the insurance they wanted. The only place, 
or the only good place, to make an attack on the building was in 
front. The progress of the firemen must have been impeded some- 
what by the number of wires — some seventy or eighty — that were 
stretched across there. In the rear was a narrow passageway, and 
it was almost impossible to raise a ladder to the upper portion of 
the building, surrounded as it was on all sides; and where there 
should have been solid walls — or what is very nearly as effective, 
standard shutters — they were not there at the most critical point, 
namely, in that light shaft or area way ten feet in diameter. It is 
not surprising that the fire worked its way in there. As to the 
extent of the fire, —{when discovered and when the department 
arrived, evidently the apparatus responding to the first alarm had 
all they could attend to at the front and this side. This solid 
brick wall here prevented the spreading through. I don’t think 
from the time as given as showing the condition of the fire at dif- 
ferent stages it was possible to prevent the fire from going into 
these two buildings on Summer street. It had open stairways 
from top to bottom ; it also had elevators, excellent things to carry 
fire; but the worst point of all was this light shaft in the centre. 
Wool was piled up there against the windows, even. ‘The fire must 
have been smoulding there in that building a long time. All it 
needed was a little fresh air. When it burst through those win- 
dows here was the chimney of about the mght area to carry off a 
large share of the smoke and flames. A_ building of that kind 
should have been provided with some means of ready access to 
the windows on each floor, and, better still, have had thick stand- 
pipes with outlets for hose. It would have saved a great deal of 
valuable time. Those pipes might have been carried, and should 
have been carried, to the roof. Nothing of that kind was done, and 
as a natural consequence those who wrote the insurance should ex- 
pect just such a loss and should, like little men, come up and pay, 
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acknowledge their error, and not attempt to criticise the Fire De- 
partment for not performing impossibilities. If in that district 
in which they claim there is so much loss, they will first intelli- 
gently rate the buildings according to their merits, charging 
for defects and negligence, giving credit to the careful owner and 
occupant for his care of his building, there would be no need 
of making a horizontal increase in rates in the city of Boston. It 
requires time, patience — well, and I may add brains—to do 
that. It is much easier for a body of men to sit in an office and 
vote to increase rates in the district without any regard to the 
character of the buildings or occupancy. There is no donbt but 
what the wires in front of the buildings obstructed the fire- 
men; but they did more They, of course, know that certain 
wires are dangerous to life and limb. ‘They are not competent, 
perhaps, to tell which are the dangerous ones, but where those 
that were considered dangerous and those that were considered 
harmless were mixed together I believe the harmless telephone 
wire was liable to become as dangerous as the electric light wire. 
That, undoubtedly, has some effect on the moral of the department 
at a fire, where they have to go through wires strung in front of 
buildings or on top of them. I cannot say whether this caused 
any delay, but it would be natural to suppose that it would. The 
cutting of the holes through the Rice Building was an expedient 
I have adopted myself in times past. 

Q. Now, right there, Mr. Brophy, let me ask you a question, 
as you are going into that, have you ever been connected with any 
Fire Department? 

A. For thirty-five years of the best years of my life. 

Q. Where, sir? 

A. Worcester, Mass. 

@. In what capacity? 

A. Assistant Chief of the Fire Department. 

@. Assistant Chief of the Fire Department of the city of Wor- 
cester ? 

A. And superintendent of fire-alarm telegraph. 

@. And you know something about fighting fires ? 

A. Well, setting aside Mr. Howes, I might know as much as 
the average man. 

@. You were here in Boston at the big fire? 

A. I was. I was here and assisted Captain Damrell in my hum- 
ble way to stay that fire. 

@. Now, how about the cutting of the holes —if you will go on 
in your own way about the cutting of those holes? 

A. The wires, as I said before, must mave caused some delay. 
It is quite evident that at this time the fire was hottest; at this 
corner lives were in danger, one was lost, and there could not be 
much chance to stop and consider. If we take the Fire Marshal’s 
report, which I presume was true in that respect, he says the fire 
was in here in the Constant eight minutes after the first alarm. 
If it was, there would not be hardly sufficient time to bring the re- 
inforcements after the second alarm to bear here at this point be- 
fore the fire reached this building. It was necessary to give a 
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third alarm. So that, as fast as the apparatus arrived on the 
scene, it was evident that it was placed at the most advantageous 
point ; and it is not to be wondered at that these two buildings on 
Summer street were partly or nearly destroyed, considering the 
time or the rapidity with which the fire traversed through this 
building. It is quite evident from the testimony given that the 
act for which my friend Captain Regan was so severely criticised 
has returned to the underwriters a good many thousand dollars. 
Evidently the floors had partly fallen, making it impossible to reach 
this wool from the top, or a large portion of it, and by cutting 
these holes through he reached a point that he could not reach in 
any other way. In front here it was dangerous ; that is, the walls 
looked as though they were liable to come down at any time. 
But even if that were not the case, it would have been a difficult 
matter to have reached all points from the front or rear of the 
building. It was evident that a good fight was made here — the 
walls coming down so early that it is apparent that it was utterly 
impossible to stop the fire in the building — to prevent the fire 
from burning any more than it did. ‘Those are-a few of my con- 
clusions. 

@. Do you know, Mr. Brophy, whether rates have been ad- 
vanced in the business district lately ? 

A. If not they will be, I suppose. 

Q. Now, Mr. Brophy, from your observations of the fire, and 
your examination, what would you say as to its management, — 
I mean the Hecht Building fire, —as to controlling it within the 
space that it was? 

A. I can see nothing to criticise. 

Q. Do you know Chief Webber of the Fire Department? 

AL tds: 

@. What is your opinion of his ability to combat fires whether 
they are in the incipient stages or in the roaring furnace stage, as 
our friend Howes puts it? 

A. I don’t think he can be excelled. 

@. Which would, in your opinion, Mr. Brophy, show the great- 
est amount of engineering skill: to take a fire and control it in its 
incipient stages, or to go to a building like the Hecht Building. 
that might be surrounded, and fight such a fire as they found 
there ; which do you think requires the most engineering skill? 

A. The men who can act promptly and quickly, and defend 
every vulnerable point at a building like this, the men that are ca- 
pable of doing that are few and far between. ‘The chief engineer 
has no time to even consult with his associates, much less a side- 
walk committee. He has to act quickly, and one moment means 
thousands, perhaps millions, of dollars. And the men who are 
capable of doing that are very few, und I should judge in Boston 
were poorly appreciated. It does not require much skill to attack 
and extinguish an incipient fire, but where millions are at stake, 
where a mistake or a delay of a few minutes may cause fire to 
sweep away entire blocks, it is another matter, and the men who 
can do that are not found every day. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of, or have you made any examina- 
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tions yourself in regard to, the workings of the Boston Fire De- 
partment, Mr. Brophy? 

A. Only in a general way. — 

@. Well, in a general way what conclusions have you arrived 
at from your own standpoint as to its management and workings? 

A. Well, it would be perhaps presumptuous in me to say any- 
thing to those who are managing the Boston Fire Department, who 
have had large experience, or to suggest to them inprovements. 
One thing I would say: I think no man can stand the strain that 
the Chief Engineer of the Boston Fire Department bas to stand 
long. If I were to offer any advice to the commissioners I would 
suggest relieving him of some of his duties. It requires a man of 
iron constitution to perform the duty he is called upon to perform. 
J am aware that he does it voluntarily, but I think it would be for 
the interest of the city if he were relieved of some of his duties. 
Then I would suggest or call to the committee’s attention the fact 
that nearly all the fires that have occurred in this district that is 
now classed as extra hazardous have assumed great magnitude be- 
fore being discovered, particularly at night. It is true that there 
are very few people in this district after business hours and during 
the night and that there is consequently little call for police sur- 
veillance; but it seems to me it would be wise to double or treble 
the police officers in this district, their particular duty being to 
watch for fires. The Thanksgiving fire, for instance, occurred 
under the most favorable circumstances for the fire. It was a 
stormy day, it was a holiday, the proprietors of that establishment 
in their kindness of heart allowed the men who should have been 
on duty in that department to go away and spend Thanksgiving, 
forgetting to replace them by others. There were no pedestrians 
out for pleasure that day in that district; those that were there 
held their umbrellas over their heads and were not looking over 
the tops of the buildings for the smoke of the fire. The police- 
men may have been under shelter, and the fire was similar to the 
one and had attained the same dimensions probably as the one 
in the Hecht Building before it was discovered. Preventative 
measures can be applied in the city of Boston, and preventative 
measures must be applied by the underwriters if they expect to 
continue to do business. Underwriting has ceased to be a lottery ; 
competition in itis sharp. They are not preventing the millions 
of waste that we have annually by increasing rates, and they must 
cooperate with the authorities in using preventative measures. 
They must compel a man who is careless to be more careful. 
They must give the man who is careful and who has a certain sense 
of responsibility for his property the benefit thereof; but as long 
as men Can insure up to one hundred or one hundred and twenty- 
five per cent. of their value, if they wish it, without any trouble, 
while they may not become incendiaries directly, they do indirectly 
by becoming lax. And this is the cause of a great many of our 
fires. People are compelled to insure up to eighty per cent. of 
their value, but if they wish to insure up to one hundred and 
twenty-five per cent they would find no difficulty in doing so. The 
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ever active broker and agent is always ready at their command, 
and accepts his little commission for the service. 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) Do you think, Mr. Brophy, that there 
are too many pieces of apparatus that respond to the first alarm in 
our city? 

A. I think that is a very good failing. It is better to have 
them on the ground, than to want them and not have them. 

@. The reason I asked that question was that it was stated by 
one of the underwriters, or by the Secretary of the Board, that 
there were too many pieces of apparatus that respond to the 
first alarm. 

A. Yes, sir; I think I read that statement. 

@. Would you recommend any decrease, Mr. Brophy, of the 
number to respond to the first alarm in our city? 

A. I certainly would not in the business district. 

@. And you say that as a fire-fighter and as a man of expe- 
rience ? 

A. “Yes, sir. 

@. (By the CHarrman.) Do you know anything about the 
discipline of the Boston Fire Department? 

A. Yes, sir; I think the work which they did at the Hecht 
Building was sufficient to convince almost anybody that there was 
discipline in the Fire Department; also at many other fires that 
have occurred since January 1. But I am personally conversant 
with the workings of the department, and I consider its discipline 
equally as good as any of the departments that have been men- 
tioned, and superior to most. 

@. Have you ever been to Chicago. Mr. Brophy? 

A. Yes, sir; I have been there as much as three days at a 
time. 

@. What should you say in regard to the Boston department, 
comparing it with the Chicago department? So far as Boston is 
concerned, as regards discipline, how do they compare, Mr. 
Brophy? 

A. Chicago is in no sense better than Boston. 

@. You know something about the New York department? 

A. Yes, sir; I am there frequently. 

@. How does that department compare with the Boston De- 
partment? 

A. The department is no better there, either in discipline or 
equipment. 

@. The training of the men at Chicago, as shown at a fire, isn’t 
any better, in your judgment, than it is in Boston? 

A. None whatever, for they are identically the same. 

@. Mr. Howes. to the contrary, notwithstanding ? 

A. Well, Mr. Howes may learn more in three days than I can 
in three years. Possibly he could. Still, I disagree with him. 

@. That, of course, is something that you won’t admit? 

A. No, not to-night. 

@. (By Mr. Damreti.) As I understood, Mr. Brophy, you 
believe that a large per cent. of the fires that occur are the direct 
result of the insurance companies assuming individual responsibil- 
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ity, and that by that means negligence and indifference bordering 
almost upon criminality are the result, by reason of the insurance 
companies taking these risks and relieving individual owners from 
any resposibilities in the premises; did I understand you aright? 

A. Yes, sir; in other words, they assume the responsibility 
that properly belongs to the owner, and in assuming such re- 
sponsibility should be held responsible. 

Q. (By Commissioner Mureuy.) Your position at present is 
inspector of what insurance companies — what are the names? 

A. The Associated Factory Mutual Insurnace Company. 

Q. Under the rules of your company, what treatment would 
they give a risk like the Hecht Building? 

Let it alone. 
@. Wouldn’t insure it? 
ATINO sir. 
Q. At any price? 
A. At any price. 
Q. Wouldn’t take it? 
A. Wouldn't take it. 
Q. (By Mr. Rosinson.) Is that company for which you are 
an inspector the one that Mr. Edward Atkinson is connected 
with? 

A. He is connected with one other. 

@. (By Commissioner Fircn.) Does your company insure 
storehouses -— your companies? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q@. What conditions must a storehouse, a wool storehouse, for 
instance, have to meet to obtain insurance from one of your com- 
panies ? 

A. It must be one story high, certainly not over two and usu- 
ally one. It should be cut off for every fifty feet in length by 
brick walls. It should be supplied with automatic sprinklers. 
Those sprinklers would have to have at least two sources of sup- 
ply; an elevated tank sufficiently large for a first supply, and a 
force pump with holes and hydrants outside, and a supply either 
from the city mains, if the pressure was sufficient, or from the 
force pumps. 

@. If such a building as the Hecht Building was a detached 
building and still had all the defects which it had at the time of 
the fire, we will say for instance, would those you represent insure 
it at any price? 

Ae NO; Site 

@. Not even when it was entirely disconnected with other 
buildings ? 

A. Not if it were in a ten-acre lot. 

Q. (By Commissioner Murrny.) What has been your expe- 
rience with this gas that is generated by a building of large area 
getting afire, or a building of small area, for that matter, this ex- 
plosive gas, explosive hot air, or back draught? 

A. This gas operates frequently in precisely the same manner 
as the unconsumed gases from a boiler furnace. Properly mix it 
with air at the right moment, and a spark, even, of fire will ignite 
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it, and cause an explosion, or such a rapid combustion, that no 
human being could remain in the building. I have been driven 
out myself from large areas where there wasn’t a trace of fire 
the moment before, due, of course, to this fact, that com- 
bustible material, combustible gases, had filled the room and were 
not consumed, owing to imperfect combustion, and a proper sup- 
ply of air and a small amount of flame would cause them to ignite 
instantly. 

@. And spread the fire everywhere ? 

A. And spread the fire everywhere. 

@. Was it on this subject that you read a paper before the 
National Convention which the engineers held Jast year? 

A. I was to be there, but didn’t get there. 

@. Well, the year before you read a paper on some subject or 
other, in reference to this matter? 

A. No, my last paper before them was on the dangers of elec- 
tric light wires. 

@. I beg pardon ; I knew that you had a special invitation from 
the engineers of the whole country to appear before them, and give 
your experience on a very important subject, and I had an idea 
that it was on this gas question. I believe it was upon electricity. 

A. I read a paper on the danger of electric light wires, and of 
electric wires, in Kansas City, and then supplemented that by ex- 
periments at the Springfield Convention. 

@. At the National Convention? 

A. Yes, sir; to illustrate my previous paper. 

Q. At that convention, the chiefs of the New York, Chicago, 
Boston, and all the chief departments of the country were 
present? 

A Yes,. sir: 

Commissioner Fircu. — And the superintendent of the electrical 
department was there and complimented it in the papers. 

Commissioner Murpruy. — Yes, sir, as a listener to Captain 
Brophy’s paper. 

@. (By Mr. Damrett.) What temperature, Mr. Brophy, 
would be necessary for complete combustion of fibrous matters, 
that is to say, radiating from heat as across the street? What 
temperature would be necessary, say, to ignite? 

A. I think the temperature need not be excessively high, be- 
cause the particles of these gases are simply particles of uncon- 
sumed matter, and the temperature need not be excessively high 
to ignite them. 

@. Need not exceed 375°? 

AN oosii ofp ato 4007: 

@. Then columns subjected to either a cold or a heat blast 
would cripple and lose their strength, wouldn’t they, at 600° to 700° 
Fahrenheit? 

A. Yes, under heavy strain. 

@. So that a column carrying walls subjected to cold and heat 
blasts instantaneously would have naturally to go down and carry 
the walls with it, wouldn’t it, in a very few seconds? 


Zag APPENDIX. 


A. Couldn’t stand that but a few moments, I think, without 
coming down. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) Mr. Brophy, as to the wiring of build- 
ings on the inside for electric lighting— have you made any ex- 
umination as to how it is done in Boston. 

A. I was employed by the underwriters for some six years 
doing that outside of Boston, only occasionally called into Boston. 
My territory was the entire New England States. Boston has its 
own Board of Underwriters and is not subject to the New England 
Insurance Exchange, by whom I was employed. 

@. Well, do you know of your own knowledge what the char- 
acter of the wiring is in Boston here for electric lighting upon the 
interior of buildings? 

A. It certainly ought to be good. We have the inspection 
maintained by the underwriters for several years, we have the 
inspection of your own Inspector of Wires, and his men, and we 
also have the inspection made by one of the electric light compa- 
nies, and it ought to be reasonably safe; but I think maybe it is 
possible, not only possible but probable, that changes are made in 
installations after they have been inspected that are not perhaps 
reported to any one. If those changes are made by incompetent 
persons they may nullify the effects of the good work done at first. 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) You. speak of the underwriters — do 
they compel in new buildings, or have they anything to do with, 
the putting in of this tubing they are using now-a-days — I believe 
it is called vulcanized tubing? Don’t they approve of that 
vulcanized tubing or whatever it is that the electric wires are put 
through? 

A. Yes, sir; I think it is approved by the underwriters in 
certain places. It is useless where buried in plastering. It is 
not affected in such a case; it has not a high grade of insulation, 
and it is inflammable. 

@). The tubing is inflammable? 

A. Yes, sir; the rules established by the National Electric 
Light Association, a committee for a company of which I am 
a member, will not accept it, do not recognize it as a suitable 
material — that is, in all cases. 

The hearing was adjourned to Friday, March 10, at 2 P. M. 
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FIFTH HEARING. 


Fripay, Marca 10, 1893. 


The hearing was continued at 2 P.M. Present, all the members 
of the committee, Chairman Lee presiding. 

The chairman asked if anybody representing the Woven Hose 
Company was present, and Mr. George W. Knowlton came for- 
ward. 


Statement by Grorce W. Know tron. 


@. (By the Cuarrman.) You represent the Woven Hose Com- 
pany, sir? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Now, what is vour full name, sir? 

A. George W. Knowlton. 

And what is the name of the firm you represent? 

The Boston Woven Hose and Rubber Co. 

And their place of business? 

275 Devonshire street, Boston. 

And you have a factory where, sir? 

In Cambridge. 

Now, Mr. Knowlton, have you ever sold the city of Boston 
any hose for the use of the Fire Department? 

Al. I haven’t personally; no, sir. 

@. Well, has your company, that you know. 

A. The only instance that I know of was in the case of the 
Thanksgiving fire, some two or three years ago — was it 1839 or 
1890? 

Q. 1889. 

A. I forget which year it was, but it was at what is known as 
the Thanksgiving fire in Boston. 

@. Have you ever entered into competition with any of the 
other hose firm? 

A. No, sir. 

@). Have you ever made any propositions to the city of Boston 
to sell hose? 

No, sir; not that I know of. 

Well, would you know? 

Might have, some years ago. 

Well, have you within five years? 

I don’t think so. 

You say that in 1889 or 1890 you did sell some hose — that 
is, your firm, your company did — to the city of Boston? 

A. They had some of our hose in this way, I believe: there 
was a shortage of hose at that fire and someone connected with 
the department came to our place und finding a man there asked 
him for what hose he had and took it. 
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@. Took it from your store? 

Abie yY €S- Sir; | 

@. Well, do you know whether your firm has ever expressed 
any desire, by either waiting upon the Board of Fire Commis- 
sioners or by any communication of any kind to them, asking for 
the opportunity, to sell them any hose? 

A. I think that some of our men have seen the commissioners 
at times, but not recently. 

@. What were they, travellers for your firm? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Well, now, do you know what the amount of hose was that 
was taken during the 1889 or 1890 fires; for that Thanksgiving 
fire ? 

A. I do not know the exact amount, but I think it was in the 
neighborhood of one thousand five hundred feet. 

Q. And what, if you know, was the price charged the city? 

A. I don’t know, sir. I didn’t post myself on that point. I 
had but a few minutes’ notice that I was to come here. 

@. And you have been with the company for how long, Mr. 
Knowlton? 

A. Two and a half years. 

@. And during that two years and a half they never have sold 
any hose to the city of Boston? 

AS NO; Sif: 

@. Never made any price to them that you know of? 

A. [I think not. 

@. Some of your agents, I suppose commercial travellers for 
your firm, have waited upon the commissioners and made propo- 
sitions ? 

A. Not in that time. 

@. Not within two years and a half? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Do you sell to any other cities? 

A. We have a regular fire supply department, of which hose is 
a part, and we sell wherever we can. 

@. And have you any objections to telling the committee what 
the price is per foot with couplings for your best quality of cotton 
hose ? 

A. There are different grades of hose, and hose made guaran- 
teed to stand different pressures, and the price varies accordingly. 

@. Well, what is the price of your first quality No. 1? 

A. I don’t think that I care to discuss prices here. 

@. What is your list price? Isn’tthat printed and sent around? 

A. We go by net price on hose generally used by fire depart- 
ments now — that is, cotton rubber-lined hose. 

@. What is your net price for selling to any department? 
that, I suppose, you would tell almost any citizen that went into 
your office looking for it, in search of it? 

A. Certainly. We have hose that we sell for buildings, and 
from that to the highest test fire department goods we run from 
thirty five cents to eighty cents per foot. 

@. Then your price for the best quality of cotton hose that 
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would be used by a Fire Department looking for the best quality 
and for the best service would be eighty cents per foot? 

A. I have answered the price question as nearly as I care to. 

@. Well, you say that you have hose that you sell for buildings 
for fire purposes and that that which you sell runs from thirty-five 
to eighty cents per foot. Now, you also manufacture rubber 
hose? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What do you get per foot for your best rubber hose? 

A. Eighty cents per foot. 

@. Well, now, how many qualities of cotton hose does your 
firm make? that is, that would be for fire department use, I 
mean outside of that used on the interior of buildings; rubber- 
lined, is it not? Your cotton hose that is used by fire department 
for outside work would be rubber-lined, would it not? 

Cotton rubber-lined hose. 

Now, how many qualities of that hose do you make? 
Four. 

And your price runs from what to what? 

Runs from fifty cents to eighty cents. 

@. Have you ever sold any hose to the city of Chicago Fire De- 
partment ? 

A. I don’t know whether we have or not. We have a house 
there. ‘They may have done business in Chicago. 

@. Have you ever sold any hose to the city of Cambridge? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And what is the quality of the hose that you sell to the city 
of Cambridge? 

A. It is a good quality fire hose. 

@. Would that be the same quality that you would recommend 
for the Boston Fire Department — that which you have sold to 
the city of Cambridge? 

A. I think it would be good enough. 

@. Well, now, have you any objection, Mr. Knowlton, to tell- 
ing the committee about what the price of hose of that character 
would be, what it would be worth, supposing the city of Boston 
wanted to buy two thousand or five thousand feet to-morrow? Of 
course, we have all the records of the city of Cambridge in that 
respect, as shown in the auditor’s estimates of that city, you 
know, but we would rather have you state what price you would 
sell to the city of Boston for if the city wanted two thousand, 
three thousand, or ten thousand feet of your first quality hose ? 

A. It would be owing to the grade of hose they wanted, it 
would depend on that. 

Q Now, the city of Boston, as I understand it, Mr. Knowlton, 
buys the first quality. Now, you know about the quality of the 
hose that the city of Boston uses, do you not, as an engineer? 

A. Well, I have seen some of it. 

@. Now, for what would you sell to the city of Boston the same 
quality hose that you have seen in the use of the city; being an 
expert, what would you sell two thousand, three thousand, five 
thousand, or ten thousand feet of hose to the city for? 
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A. We don’t make that quality of hose. That is a knit hose 
and we don’t make it. 

@. And your hose would be superior to that, you mean? 

A. We make hose equal to any in the world, as good as any- 
body in the world. 

@. Now, for what would you sell the best quality of the hose 
that you make, that would be applicable for use in the Boston Fire 
Department? That is a fair business question, a fair business 
proposition for you to answer? 

A. We would figure a hose guaranteed at four hundred pounds 
pressure, which actually would stand more but would be guar- 
anteed at that pressure for two years, at sixty-five cents. 

@. And that is with or without couplings? 

A. With couplings. 

@. Now, if you were selling that same quality of hose to 
Chicago, I suppuse you would ask an advance of the city of 
Chicago on account of freight? 

A. I suppose there would be quite a difference. 

Q@. If you were shipping it from Boston? 

A. I don’t know what our Chicago house does, but there might 
be a difference on account of freight. 

@. Well, I mean leaving your house in Chicago out — take 
Chicago, Philadelphia, Baltimore, for instance. The only differ- 
ence, I suppose, that you would make there would be between the 
amount of what the expense and carting and freightage would be, 
adding on so much per foot? 

A. That is all. 

@. And I suppose, Mr. Knowlton, in regard to your hose, that 
you would, if required, sell to the city of Boston and allow the 
test to be made at five hundred pounds pressure? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Then you say that you would allow your hose to go under a 
test of five hundred pounds? 

A. Yes, sir; we allowed it under six hundred pounds at Law- 
rence the day before yesterday, two days ago. 

@. Now, do you make a guarantee of two years under such 
pressure as that? 

A. No, sir. 

@. It is under four hundred pounds pressure that you make 
your guarantee ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q@. (By Mr. Barry.) Mr. Knowlton, I presume that your 
house, like other houses that sell this material known as hose, has 
at some time had some hose returned. Now, I want to ask you if 
you can assign any causes whereby this hose is returned, that has 
been used at fires. Is it from the fact that wagons pass over it 
and weaken it? 

A. It might be. A lining to a hose might be over-vulcanized 
or under-vulcanized, or there might be some defect in the process 
of manufacture that couldn’t be seen, but that might be aggravated 
by its use, by reason of which the hose would give out sooner than 
it ought to. | 
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(). Then your house guarantees all the hose that it sells for two 
years and agrees to replace it with new hose provided it bursts at 
fires? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Whether run over by teams or whether it meets with an 
accident at a fire in the way of being cut? 

A. We do not replace hose free of cost that has been cut. 

@. You have left that impression and that is the reason why I 
have asked these questions, sir. It is a matter of record, sir, and 
I only wanted to know that from you. 

A. We havea right to presume that hose would be given a 
reasonable use. 

@. Then youdo not guarantee all the hose used at a fire? 

A. We do under ordinary use. 

Q. Only under certain conditions? 

A. Under ordinary, regular use. 

@. (By Mr. Roxprnson.) I would like to ask Mr. Knowlton a 
question or two: is it ever the custom between hose companies 
that occasionally run short to buy of each other? 

Ass Yies,isir. 

@. Have you ever sold the Boston Belting Company any hose? . 

A. Oh, I couldn’t locate an instance, but no doubt we have 
exchanged goods back and forth. 

@. Have you ever sold the Callahan Company hose? 

A. Not that I know of. 

@. You cannot say whether you have or not? 

A. Perhaps we have. 

@. I asked the question here some meetings ago, the first or 
second meeting, of Mr. Forsyth, and I would now like to ask ‘the 
same question of you; did you ever sell any hose to the Russell 
Paper Company for their Winnipesaukee Mills? 

A. I don’t know them, don’t know whether we have or not. 

@. You say you have no direct knowledge of having sold to 
any other manufacturing hose company? 

A. May have sold to other companies. 

@. But you have no direct information on the subject? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Was there any public test made of hose at Lynn within the 
last four or five years — possibly within two or three years? 

A. Shortly after the last Lynn great fire. 

@. When was that? 

A. It seems to me it was about three years ago. We were 
represented at the test. 

@. With all the other companies? 

A. There were a number of companies there. 

@. Was the Boston Belting Company there and the Callahan 
people? 

A. I think they were there; I don’t know. 

Q. Well, what was the object of that test? 

A. The city of Lyun wanted to buy hose and wanted to see who 
had the best. 

Q. Whose did they buy? 
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A. Bought ours. 

Q. Well, was the bursting capacity of yours any different? 

A. Yes, sir; it was. ‘They pumped up our hose to nine hundred 
and thirty-six pounds, and burst their pumps and the hose was 
solid. 

@. Was it all done on the same engine? 

A. I think it was. Ours was the last hose tested. It didn’t 
do the hose any good, however. 

@. Do you sell any hose to the New York City Fire Depart- 
ment? 

A. We have a representative there. 

Q@. You don’t know whether they have sold to the New York 
department or not? 

A. No, sir; I don’t know what they do. Sell to the United 
States Navy considerable. 

@. Do you mind telling us what price you get from the navy 
people? 

A. The navy buys single jacket hose at fifty-five cents ; double 
jacket the same as I have specified, sixty-five cents; and buy a 
tubber hose varying from sixty-five to eighty cents, according to the 
specifications which they send out. ‘The Navy Department has 
different specifications. 

@. What is that hose for? for use on the vessels or in the yard? 

A. Both. . 

@. Well, which is used for fire purposes? 

A. Both. 

Q. Well, which of that kind of hose would be proper for the 
city to buy for the use of a Fire Department? 

A. Both. Some cities buy one and some another. I have sold 
the Boston Navy Yard cotton rubber-lined hose; have sold the 
New York Navy Yard rubber hose recently. 

Q. Well, if the city wanted to buy first-class hose, which of 
those qualities would they buy of you? 

A. Well, I suppose they would buy cotton rubber-lined hose, 
generally understood to stand the highest pressure and the most 
wear. 

Q@. At sixty-five cents? 

A. Yes, sir. Then we make a cotton rubber-lined hose, double 
jacket hose. 

@. What was the kind of hose that was successful in Lynn? 

A. That was the highest cost eighty-cent hose, known as the 
Boston fire-jacket. 

@. (By Mr. Davis.) Mr. Knowlton, have any of your people 
called upon the Fire Commissioners to sell the hose within the last 
two or three years that you know of? 

A. Not that I know of. 

@. Or previous to that time? 

A. I don’t know what happened previous to that time. 

@. Youdon’t know whether any of your people sold the Boston 
Fire Department previous to that time or not? 

A. We have never sold the Boston Fire Department hose 

@. Haven’t you wanted to? 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 239 


A. That is our business. 

@. Well, haven’t you attempted to, haven’t you offered esti- 
mates or samples? It is natural that you should. 

A. Nothing that has come to my knowledge. 

Q. Is there any particular reason why you have not? 

A, Well, we never knew when they were going to buy hose. 

@. That might be, but a man looking for business might go 
there when they wanted to buy or when they perhaps didn’t want 
to buy, but he might have an opportunity later to get on to the 
trade. 

A. Yes, sir; that is true. 

Q. You haven’t endeavored to do that at all? 

As NoRsib: 

@. Do you know the classification of hose to Chicago, the rates 
of freight from Boston? 

A. I don’t know. We ship most of our goods there in car lots 
and I don’t know what the rates are. It has been understood that 
Boston used one hose and that has figured against them. That is 
all right. 

@. I know, but don’t you suppose the department could be per- 
suaded to use something else if it was proved to be better, if it 
stood the test you said this did at Lynn? 

A, Possibly. 

@. Don’t you think they are willing to accept samples and esti- 
mates at any time from various manufacturers to compare them 
with prices which they are now paving? 

A. I don’t know anything about it. I presume they do—I 
presume they receive a good many. 

Q. (By Mr. Rosinson.) Without your booming your business 
I would like to know who are the largest manufacturers of hose in 
the country ? 

A. Well, of exclusively fire hose? 

Qs i) es Bry 

A. I don’t know. I suppose the New York Belting and Pack- 
ing Company of New York probably makes a great deal of it, and 
the Gutta Percha Company, and we do. I don’t know what are 
the comparative figures. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) Who are the largest manufacturers in 
Massachusetts ? 

Well, I think we have as large a factory as any of them. 
Well, you mean to say that you have the capacity ? 

I think so. 

Well, how about the sales? 

Well, we don’t know what others sell. 

Have no means of knowing? 

No, sir. 

. Now, Mr. Knowlton, have you ever yourself had any inter- 
views with any of the commissioners, individually or collectively 
in relation to the purchase of hose? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Have you ever received any communications from them? 

A. No, sir; not concerning hose. 
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Have you ever sent a communication to them? 
No. 
And you have sold the city of Cambridge considerable hose ? 
Yes, sir. 
And your company is a Massachusetts company ? 
Yes, sir. 
Organized, of course, under the laws of the Commonwealth ? 
Yes, sir; incorporated as a Massachusetts company. 
. And as the agent for that company I suppose if auy of 
your men had called upon the Fire Commissioners to sell hose within 
the past two and a half years while you have been with the com 
pany you would be likely to know of it? 

Yes, sir. 

@. Can you give any reasons, Mr. Knowlton, why you never 
have called upon the Board of Fire Commissioners yourself, per- 
sonally, in search of trade? 

A. Yes, sir; I can give that very well, because we have men 
who do nothing else but sell fire hose and that is not my business. 

@. Well, have you ever had any consultation or talk with your 
men as regards the amount of hose that the city of Boston pur- 
chased ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Then you never instructed or asked your men why they 
hadn’t called upon the Board of Fire Commissioners to see if they 
couldn’t sell the city of Boston? 

A. Yes; I asked a man once, a man that had charge of that. 
He said he couldn’t sell any hose to the city of Boston, so he threw 
it up. 

Q. Well, the first time? 

A. Well, I don’t know as I ever asked him but once. 

Q. Well, that is the only time he went? Now, if you had gone 
there once and didn’t make a sale you would have gone back a 
second time yourself, wouldn’t you, as a business man? 

A. Well, if I thought there was any prospect of doing any 
business I should follow it up. 

@. And then, of course, you have no grievance of your own to 
make because your company has not sold the city of Boston? 

A. No, sir; none whatever. We have no fault to find. 

@. (By Mr. Ropinson.) When did you begin selling the city 
of Cambridge? 

A. Oh, I don’t know; that was before I came with the com- 
pany, probably. Our factory has always been there. 

You don’t know whose hose they used previous to the time 
you began selling them? 

ae No, sir; I don’t know anything about it. 

@. Have you ever heard any complaints of your hose, how it 
acted in Cambridge? 

A. Not that I know of; they are using the hose right along 
and it is all right. 

Q. The statement was made here that frequently in flooding a 
building with water, where the hose is resting on the stairway, ‘the 
hose, lying in the water, becomes impregnated with acids and 


ShOhObOLO 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. yey | 


strong alkalies, and that it destroys the coating of the hose. 
That is true, is it not? 

A. Well, some acids would do that, probably. You may find 
a case of that kind sometimes; but ordinarily a hose would last 
during a fire. 

@. You mean that a hose ought not to burst at a fire anyway 
the first time it was used? 

A. No, sir; it ought not to. 

@. Have you ever known that to occur anywhere? 

A, Well, I have seen new hose burst at a fire, yes — hose that 
looked new. 

In this city, or elsewhere? 

Yes, sir; in this city. 

At the Hecht Brothers’ fire? 

No; I didn’t see any burst there. 

You don’t know whether it was new hose or not? 

No; I don’t know how long hose might look new on the 
outside. It might be hung up for a year or two in a chimney- 
place. That wouldn’t do it any good, you know. 

Q@. (By Mr. O’Brien.) Mr. Knowlton, I want to ask you 
your opinion as an expert about the use of hose in a particular 
case. Suppose that a line of hose was laid along the street at a 
fire, and that in coming to the fire an engine should run over tiat 
line, with water passing through it at a high pressure. What do 
you suppose would be the ordinary effect upon the hose? 

A. It wouldn’t do it any good. 

Q. Well, if it didn’t burst then, would it be liable to be so 
weakened as to burst at some time subsequently ? 

A. That might be; yes, sir. 

@. And would such weakness be discernible — might it be dis- 
covered by an examination of the hose? 

A. Yes, it might start a small pin-hole leak through it at the 
time — not necessarily a burst, but weaken the walls of the hose. 
A hose-wagon or other heavy vebicle might cut a hose so that it 
might not be seen, but it might leak a little. 

@. We will suppose that a hose is not cut; but is it possible for 
a wagon passing over a hose as I have described to weaken it 
without such a weakness being discernible by outside examination, 
and yet being so great that it may cause the hose to burst in sub- 
sequent use ? 

A. I think not. 

@. You think, then, that if a wagon should pass over a line of 
hose it would injure it so that the injury would be discernible, or 
else it would do it no injury at all? 

A. That is about the way I should put it. 

@. Now, about the pinhole leak you spoke of: if that leak 
were not observed at that time, if a hose was hung up to dry, 
would it be possible to discern the place where that leak had been, 
after the hose had gone out of active use, and had been reeled up? 

A. Not from the outside of cotton hose. 

@. And it would only be possible to discern that fact when the 
hose was in use? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

@. And yet that hose might be burst during subsequent usage, 
if that were not discerned at the time? 

A. Oh, a little pinhole leak is not a burst, and the hose might 
be used for some time without bursting in the place where those 
little leaks occurred. 

@. How long? 

A. It might be for several fires; it would certainly run through 
a good fire. A burst is one thing, a leak is another. 

@. Well, for how many hours might that hose be in continuous 
use without bursting under a high pressure? 

A. Well, that is a relief, like a safety valve, and it wouldn’t 
cause it to burst at all. 

@. Wouldn’t cause the breach to become any larger? 

A. Not necessarily. I have seen hose at a large fire for sev- 
eral hours, with holes in it so that it was leaking all the time, and 
it would not burst. A leak is one thing and a burst another. 

@. I am not asking you why it would burst, but whether it 
would be likely to burst? 

A. I think not. 

@. (By the CHarrman.) That is all, Mr. Knowlton. 

A. Well, perhaps you would like to give me a chance? 

@. Certainly. If you have any information bearing on this 
subject we would be glad to hear it, sir. 

A. The fire hose department is but a single part of our com- 
pany’s business, and we have no objection if the city of Boston 
does not care to buy hose of us,—we haven’t a thing to say and 
have no fault to find. Our hose, we understand, is a little more 
expensive than what they are buying. But we do object to inter- 
ference with our outside business. 

Q. By whom? 

A. In that connection I will read you what I have here. 

@. Can you tell us who the outside interference was from? 
Does the letter show it, that you are going to read? 

A. The letter says ‘‘ fire inspectors.” 

@. Well, fire inspectors of where? 

A. Of Boston. — 

Q. It isn’t the underwriters’ fire inspectors, is it do you 
know? Well, we will let you read the letter. 

A. It says ‘ fire inspectors.” (Handing letters to chairman.) 
It is the last letter you will find there. 

Q. Well, now, doesn’t this refer, Mr. Knowlton, to the Inspec- 
tion of Buildings Department? 

A. That is what I want to know. 

@. Well, are you conversant enough with the matter to know 
how the Boston Fire Department is made up, and how it is of- 
ficered ? 

A. I don’t know whether that refers to any of the inspectors of 
the Boston Fire Department or not. I asked you the question. 
I would like to know if these are any officials of the city of Boston. 

@. What does this letter apply to? 

A. Well, read the first letter and you will understand it all. 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 243 


Q. This applies, I understand it, to Providence? 

A. No, applies to the Tremont Theatre, in Boston. 

Mr. Barry. — I suppose we can settle that question. I will ask 
the Chairman of the Board of Fire Commissioners if they have any 
such body, known as Fire Inspectors? 

Mr. Fircu. — No, sir; we have not. 

@. (By the CoarrmMan.) I want to say to you, Mr. Knowlton, 
that I hardly think that it is the Fire Commissioners or the Fire 
Department that have these inspectors. It may possibly be that 
it may be the underwriters’ fire inspectors. They have fire and 
electrical inspectors. 

A. That is all I want to know. 

Commissioner Murrpuy.— We have no such officers as fire 
inspectors. 

The CuarrMan. —I will endeavor to find out from Captain Dam- 
rell when he is here. He is not here to-day, and at our next meet- 
ing we will have him here, Mr. Knowlton, and we will allow you 
to ask the question or we will ask it for you. We will be glad to 
have you here. 

Mr. Knowxton. —I supposed that that referred to a distinct 
inspection department; whether it was under officers of the city 
of Boston or otherwise I wanted to know. 

The Cuatrman. —I hardly think this has anything to do with 
the Fire Department, but we we will ascertain at our next meet- 
ing if you will come here; that is, we will have you notified when 
the hearing is, and the Inspector of Buildings will be here and we 
will have the question put to him. Outside of that, J suppose the 
next inquiry you would have to make would be from the Secretary 
of the Board of Underwriters, Mr. Osborn Howes, Jr., if he knows 
of any of his inspectors that have been interfering with the trade. 
The committee will be glad to be enlightened on that and I think 
the Board of Fire Commissioners would be more than pleased if 
you would follow that up a little closer and ascertain from those 
people who the parties were or who the fire inspectors are who are 
referred to in that letter, — what department they are attached to. 
I venture to say that if they are in the Boston Fire Department 
and there has been any interference, you and your company will 
be granted a hearing, and in the event of anything of that kind I 
feel satisfied in my mind what the findings and the result will be 
with the Board of Fire Commissioners. 

Mr. Know ton. — I haven’t a doubt that they would give me 
very assistance, and that is the reason I asked the question. 

Q. (By Mr. Davis.) Mr. Knowlton, on receipt of that letter, is 
that the reason why you have not offered your hose to the depart- 
ment because you thought there was no opportunity on account of 
the inspectors being against you? 

A. Oh, not that particularly, not that. 

@. Did you think that any other company desiring to sell the 
hose had caused that letter to be written to you? 

A. I supposed that some other company got a chance to sell 
the goods. 

@. On the strength of that letter? 
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A. That is the reason why we received the telegram. If there 
are any inspectors, of course, that order a certain kind of hose 
put into public buildings, why we want to know it. 

@. (By Mr. Rosrinson.) You sav that relates to the Tremont 
Theatre in Boston? 

PA chek es: sit: 

@. Well, what do Phillips & Company have to do with the 
Tremont Theatre? 

A. I suppose they had some contract to fit it up and bought 
the hose. 

@. And then countermanded the order? 

Acie beRs: SITs ° 

@. What hose was bought — do you know? 

A. Well, the Callahan hose is in the theatre. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpuy.) I see that the letter is dated 
in 1889? 

AS uy bas ‘sires 

@. Did you ever make any complaint to the Board of Fire 
Commissioners about it? 

A. Not that I know of. 

@. Why didn’t you, if you thought you had any case whatever, 
four years ago? 

A. That is all right. 

Q. Why didn’t you make complaint? 

A. Oh, I don’t know. 

The CHarrMan.— He said he didn’t know the Fire Commission- 
ers had anything to do with it. 

Mr, Know.ron.— I was not then with the company, anyway, four 
years ago. 

Commissioner Murray. — Tbey have had four years to make the 
complaint to us, if they thought they had reason to make com- 
plaint to us about the fire inspectors or anybody else. 

The Cuairman. — Lunderstaad that Mr. Knowlton does not now 
make complaint. He merely wants to find out who the fire 
inspectors were. He hasn't reached that yet. 

Q. (By Commissioner Firon.) You didn’t come to us four 
years ago, Mr. Knowlton, and ask us whether these fire inspectors 
were connected with the Fire Department? 

A. Well, perhaps you had better ask me something about what 
I have done since I have been with the company. We are not 
disposed to complain. 

Do you remember the price charged us for that one thousand: 
five hundred feet of hose that we got from you three years ago? 

A. I don’t know; I wasn’t in the firm. 

Q. Well, eighty cents a foot was the price. Have you any 
objection to telling what price you get from Cambridge for your 
hose? 

A. I would tell you if I knew, but I don’t know. 

@. And you are in the concern? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Two and a half years? 
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Po ery Gs SID I never have sold the city of Cambridge any fire 


hose. 

@. Well, you know what price your concern sells hose for? 

A. Well, we have discussed that question here as to the price. 
The prices range according to the quality — it may be thirty-five 


cents, or may be eighty cents. 
@. You don’t know what your concern sells to the city of 


Cambridge for? 
A. “Noy sir. 
@. Have you any idea? 
A. No; sir. 
Q. No idea at all? 
A. Not the slightest. 
(Letter from A. Shuman.) 
The CHAIRMAN. — There is a letter here which the Chair desires 


to read, so that it may be placed on record : 


Boston, March 10, 1893. 


Hon. Jonun H. Len, Chairman Board of Aldermen and of Special Com- 
mittee of the City Council, appointed to inquire into the causes of the 
recent fires in Boston : 

Dear Sir: I find that I shall be unable to attend the inquiry at 2 o’clock 
to-day, and therefore would briefly state that we signed a petition asking His 
Honor the Mayor, as the chief executive, to investigate, or cause to be in- 
vestigated, the reason for the frequent fires in Boston, which had alarmed 
the public and made us, in common with other merchants, feel uneasy. 

After the Thanksgiving fire of November, 1889, the rates of insurance 
were advanced about twenty-five per cent., and we saw in the public press 
that there was likely to be a further advance, owing to the late Federal- 
street fire. This, together with the fact that some insurance companies had 
reduced the amount of their risk on our stock, and some had cancelled their 
policies entirely, made us feel still more uneasy. Inasmuch as we are satisfied 
that we have as brave a set of men in our Fire Department as can be found 
in the country, we felt, in signing the petition asking His Honor the Mayor 
to investigate, and, if after such an investigation he could state officially that 
there was no reason to believe that the fires here are from different or any 
more unusual causes thanin other large cities, it would go far to allay the 
anxiety of the community as well as of the underwriters, so that merchants 
would not have the difficulty they now experience of obtaining sufficient in- 
surance, which has been the case with thei for the last three years or more. 


Yours truly, 
A. SHUMAN. 


The Cuairman. — It is for the committee to say whether they 
want Mr. Shuman to appear here or not, after the reading of that 
letter. Is there any person here representing the Board of Under- 
writers? (No response.) 

Any of the firms signing the petition? (No response. ) 

Any gentleman here representing any fire insurance companies 
located in Boston? (No response.) 

Any of the real estate association or auction board here? (No 
response. ) 

Any gentleman present who has received notice of this hearing 
to-day? (Mr. Thomas W. Hough responded.) 
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Statement by THomas W. Hoven. 


(By the Cuarrman.) What is your full name, sir? 

Thomas W. Hough. 

And what is your business, Mr. Hough? 

Shoe machinery. 

Located where? 

16 South street. 

Do you know anything about the recent fire on January 10? 

I was present at that fire that morning. 

Have you ever, Mr. Hough, been connected with any fire 
yartment ? 

I have, sir. 

Where? 

Malden. 

In what capacity ? 

Chief engineer. 

Chief engineer of the Malden Fire Department? 

Yes, sir. 

How long were you chief, sir? 

Nearly twenty-three years. 

Are you now connected with the Fire Department? 

I am not, sir; got through the first of March. 

Last year? 

This year. 

Now, I understood you tosay that you were at the fire of 
January 10, at the Hecht Building and Constant and Preston 
Buildings ? 

A. I was, yes, sir. 

@. What time did you arrive there, Mr. Hough? 

A. I left home on the twenty minutes of eight train. JI made 
one stop on the way. At the time when I got there I found that 
there was a fire between Federal street and High street. 

@. About what time would that be? 

A. Well, I should think from quarter past to twenty-five min- 
utes past eight. I couldn’t say exactly. 

@. Were you there before the engines arrived on the scene? 

A. When I got there there was one engine in front of the build- 
ing, I think, Engine 7. 

@. You think one engine had arrived when you got there? 

A. Yes, sir. In fact I know it had. 

@. Then you must have been there just about the time of the 
first alarm ? 

A. I should judge so, as near as I can tell. 

Q@. Now, will you kindly state tothe committee what you know 
or what you saw when you arrived there — what was the condition 
of the Hecht Building, and what you saw from your own observa- 
ions, as to how the fire was handled, as to management? Go on 
in your own way without any questions. 

A. When I got there I saw that the first line of hose went in- 
side and it hadn’t been in but a few moments when I saw it come 
out. 
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@. Was the wind blowing that morning, Mr. Hough? 

A. No, there didn’t appear to be much wind at that time. 
There was considerable wind afterwards, though; and I went 
through the alleyway and looked at the building and made up my 
mind that the building was doomed. I then went around to my 
store, which is in the rear of the Rice Building, to look after my 
own property, and after I had been there a few minutes I came 
out and there was an engine then in front of Summer street, and 
they were laying out a hose there and I assisted them to lay it and 
run the line of hose up into the building on Summer street. But 
I gave most of my attention to that part of South street where my 
own property was, for I had as much interest in that as I did in 
the Hecht Building. But after I had been at the fire there and 
seen how the fire was I made up my mind that the building was 
doomed. 

@. Could anything have been done in your opinion,Mr. Hough, 
as an engineer of twenty-five years’ experience in fighting fires,— 
could anything have been done to have stopped the fire in the 
Hecht Building? 

A. In my opinion I thought it was a pretty good stop. 

@. Could anything have been done by the Fire Department to 
stop the fire from getting into the Constant or Preston Buildings? 

A. I was surprised to think that the fire had got into the build- 
ing when the line of the hose went in on Summer street. I sup- 
posed they were laying their lines in there to get the water on to 
the Hecht Building, but it wasn’t more than a minute or two before 
I saw those Jines come out and I asked Captain Cheswell what the 
trouble was and he said the building was all afire in the rear. 
Certainly that couldn’t have been more than ten minutes and I 
should say less; but I wouldn’t be afraid to state that it was not 
over ten minutes after I got there. 

@. Then the Constant and Preston Buildings were on fire? 

A. Yes, sir. Iwas satisfied that when that line of hose went 
in there the building was afire. 

@. Well, do you know what the reasons were for taking the 
line out of the Hecht Building? 

A. The fire drove them out. 

@. They were driven out? 

A. Yes, sir; that is what I supposed. They wouldn’t have come 
out unless they had been. 

@. And were they driven out of the Constant Building too? 

A. Yes, sir; the hose I don’t think had been in there 
more than two or three minutes before I saw them come out of it, 
and I said, ‘* What is the trouble? ” — ** We can’t stand it up 
there; it drove us out.” I asked some of the men that came out 
of it and that is what they told me. 

@. Were you in the vicinity of where this wall fell? 

A. My store is at 16 South; that is, there is an alleyway 
between the building that I am in and Dunn, Green’s; that is, the 
rear part of the Hecht Building. I will state that after I came 
back from the front I went into this passageway and I was more 
satisfied then that the building couldn’t be saved, but that it wasa 
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furnace from top to bottom, and I went around; just came around 
the building and back again at that time. 

@. Now. were you in the vicinity at the time that the wall fell, 
Mr. Hough? 

A. No, I think at the time after the second alarm, after I had 
come around from the front and assisted there and had come 
back, a part of the walls had fallen. 

Q. Well, now, about how many minutes should you think it 
was from the time the first alarm had been rung in before those 
walls fell or that wall? 

A. Well, I couldn’t say, 1am sure. I should’nt want to state 
that particularly. I had more interest in another way; I was look- 
ing out for my own property and I was as much interested in that 
as I was in the fire; more so than if it had been somebody else’s 
property. 

@. You have heard about it, I suppose, read about where there 
were some holes cut through the wall? 

A. Yes, sir; [was there when they cut the holes through the 
wall. 

@. Well, what is your judgment as to that mode of fighting 
fire ? 

A. I don’t see how they can evade it in some cases. Certainly 
I noticed that when they cut those holes there they had the water 
to use there. ‘There were two lines of hose in the Rice Building 
that Captain Keyes had there ready just as soon as they cut the 
hole through, to use. I couldn’t see where there was any danger, 
as long as they had the water. 

@. Do you think it was good judgment to cut those holes? 

A. I don’t see how they could use any other judgment. They 
have got to get to the fire. I believe it has always been done, not 
only by the present department, but by other chiefs. They have 
all done it. 

@. And if you had been in command there as the chief of a 
district or chief engineer, you would have done the same thing 
yourself under the circumstances ? 

A. I certainly should. 

@. Well, now, what would the effect be, or what would be the 
theory you would advance for the cutting of the holes through 
that wall? 

A. So as to get at the fire. 

@. Would it be the means of saving any of the property, mer- 
chandise ? 

A. It looks to me as if, from the salvage on that wool, it was a 
benefit. 

@. And you think that the cutting of those holes here ina 
great measure added to the large amount of salvage that the un- 
derwriters will get it — that it resulted largely from cutting those 
holes through? 

A. I certainly do, sir. . 

(). Have you ever made any examination yourself of the work- 
ings of the Boston Fire Department, as to its discipline? 

A. No, sir. 
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@. Have you looked into it? 

A. From all I know about the Boston Fire Department I sup- 
posed it was well disciplined. I never knew of anybody saying, 
until this fire, but what it was. 

@. And is that your judgment, that it is? 

A. So far as I know, sir. 

@. Do you know the chief of the Boston Fire Department, Mr. 
Webber? 

A. I do,-sir. 

@. What is your opinion of him asan engineer, as a man fitted 
to cope with fires? 

A. I don’t think he can be beat, to use the phrase. 

@. And what do you base your opinions upon; from observa- 
tions of your own? 

A. From what I have seen of the way in which he has handled 
fires here in the city of Boston. 

@. That is, from your own observations? 

Ai »Yes,'sir. 

@. In your opinion, could any other engineer that you know of 
have handled that fire at the Hecht Building or that Federal-street 
fire any better than the chief of the Boston Fire Department did? 

A. I think not. 

Q. And you, as an engineer, state to the committee that you 
think that fire was well stopped where it was? 

Moe es; sir. 

@. Did you at any time during the fire that morning think that 
your own property was in danger? 

A. Not alter I went on to the Rice Building and saw that they 
had got their holes through the walls there, and also that.they 
were still having additional lines. But when I first went there it 
looked different and [thought it would go. But after they got in 
there and Captain Cheswell was holding it on one side and Cap- 
tain Regan on the other, and I saw that “they held it for some time, 
and that they were getting some more lines up there, I was satis- 
fied. 

@. That your property and the surrounding property was safe? 

A. Yes, sir. My neighbors were moving out and I had so 
much confidence that everything was all right that when they were 
moving out I told them, *t You needn’t move out; move back, for 
everything is all straight.” 

Into your own building ? 

Yes, sir. 

And your building was directly back of the Hecht Building? 
Of the Rice Building. 

Which is in close proximity to the Hecht Building ¢ 

Yes, sir; we adjoin the Rice Building. 

Now, I suppose, Mr. Hough, that you believe that the 
cutting of those holes also had something to do with the saving of 
the adjoining property ? 

A. I haven’t any doubt of it. 

@. Have you ever been to Chicago, Mr. Hough? 

A. I have, yes, sir. 
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@. Have you ever examined the workings of the department 
there? 

A. No, sir; only to make calls around to the different houses. I 
never saw them in active service. 

@. Have you ever been to New York? 

A. I have, yes, sir. 

@. Have you ever made any examination there? 

A. Well, I have seen them handle fires there several times. 

@. Now, in the handling of fires there how do they compare 
with the handling of fires in Boston by the Boston Department, so 
far as your observations have gone? 

A. I think the fires are handled in Boston just as well as, if not 
better than, in New York. I never saw anything in which were 
not. 

@. I suppose, Mr. Hough, you would be willing to pass judg- 
ment upon the character of the Hecht Building, as to the risk that 
was taken by the underwriters upon it? 

A. Well, it looks to me as if it was a pretty risky building 
there with the area of floor space there and the wool that was in 
there. It seems to me that it was pretty risky. 

@. You should say it was rather a hazardous risk? 

A. I should say it was so, yes, sir. 


Statements by District Carer Patrick E. KEyYEs. 


Q@. (By the Cuarrman.) Now, what is your full name? 

A. Patrick E. Keyes. 

@. And are you connected with the Boston Fire Department? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. What position do you hold? 

A. District chief. 

@. How long have you been connected with the Fire Depart- 
ment? 


A. Eighteen years. 

Q@. How long have you been a district chief ? 

A. Six years. 

@. And where are you stationed? Give us your district. 

A. The seventh district, between Dover and Northampton, 
Commonwealth avenue and Albany street. 

@. How long have you resided in Boston? 

A. Forty-three years. 

Q. Now, how many men have you, Mr. Keyes, in your district 
under your command? 


A. Seventy-seven officers and men. 

@. How many pieces of apparatus? 

A. Eight. 

Q. Is the water-tower in your district? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Now, you were at the fire on the morning of January 10? 
A. Yes, sir. 

@. Did you respond there on the first alarm? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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@. What time did you go there, captain? 

A. I couldn’t tell you how soon. 

@. Well, in your opinion? 

A. Oh, probably I got there about the time the second alarm 
went in. 

' @. You were there within eight minutes, then, from the time 
the first alarm was rung in? 

Yes, sir; I guess it was. 

From Dover street? 

Well, from Perry street, — I was home to breakfast. 

Is that further out? 

Yes, that is beyond Dover. 

. Now, does any of the apparatus in your district respond 
there on the first alarm ? 

Not first. 

Second? 

On the second. 

How many pieces? 

Three. 

Now, before I go into the matter any farther, before you 
vet into the discussion of what you did at the fire, I want to ask 
you if there is any box or boxes in your district where in your 
opinion there are more pieces of ab Dae respond than is neces- 
sary ? 

iA] No, . ait. 

@. And you base that upon what, captain? 

A. Upon the work that we have to do there. 

Q@. Well, now, Mr. Keyes, will you go on and state to the com- 
mittee without being questioned at all in your own way when you 
got to the fire what was its condition and what you did, until the 
fire was under control? Go on and state it in your own way. 

A. I responded on the first alarm and went to the rear of the 
building. 

Q. The rear of the Hecht Building? 

A. Yes, sir; I went into Linwood. place? 

Q. That is off — 

A. That is off South street? 

@. I wish you would explain iu detail, so that the committee 
can understand, just how you got in and where; if it was behind 
there on Linwood place, what you did there and what was done by 
the department in relation to the Hecht Building, the Constant 
and Preston Buildings — those are the three buildings that were 
burned —or the Rice Building, or any of them. Give it to the 
committee in detail so that the committee may know just what 
movements you made after you arrived there and any orders you 
received from the chief or any of the other district chiefs or any 
conversation you had with them that morning. 

A. I went to the rear of the building with Engine 35. The 
rear of the Hecht Building. They laid a ‘line of hose and went to 
work on the Hecht Building. They ran a line from No. 35, and 
carried it into the Rice Building; then Engine 3 reported, — they 
went into the Rice Building and took their line to the rear of the 
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Rice Building, to work in the area there. Engine 23 reported and 
I sent them to the fourth floor to put the fire out in the Rice 
Building. Ladder | reported and they raised a Bangor ladder 
half-way up when the wall of the Hecht Building came out and 
crushed in the storehouse. I put the three lines of hose to work 
in the block between Linwood place and Waverly place to hold 
the fire, and prevent it from getting across. I assisted Chiefs 
Regan and Mullen in demolishing the walls, and in unloading the 
floors of the storehouse, and remained in the rear of the building 
until I received orders to go to Engine 26. 

@. You say you were there when the Bangor ladder was 
raised ? 

A. Yes, sir; I ordered it up. 

@. And the second alarm apparatus was just coming in? 

A. That truck came on the second alarm. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Keyes how many minutes should you think 
it was before that wall fell from the first alarm, taking it that the 
first alarm was 8.22, and the second alarm, as reported, was 
8.30. 

A. Well, probably fifteen minutes. 

@. Between the first alarm and the time that came down? 

A. Between the first alarm and the time that side wall came out? 

Q. That was in the rear? 

A. Yes, sir; that was the side wall in the rear, the one that 
crushed the storehouse. 

@. You were present when it fell? 

A. Yes,sir; Ladder 1 couldn’t getjthe other ladder up before the 
wall came down. ‘They were putting it up. They were standing 
at the foot of the ladder and were raising it when the wall fell. 

@. Did you have any men in there at about the time the wall 


A. No, not in the building. 
@. Have them in the lane? 
A. Had them in the alleyway. 
@. Did it drive you out of the alleyway? 
A. Drove us out. 
@. Now, when that wall fell on the storehouse, how did it fall? 
A. It fell outward, south — crushed in those two buildings and 
started those two going. 
_  Q. That wall fell out towards where District Chief Mullen was 
stationed ? 
Yes, sir. 
Did you know anything about that area in back there? 
Not a thing. 
It is not in your district ? 
No, sir. 
Do you know about all the areas in your own district? 
Hayn’t any to speak of. 
You didn’t go into the Constant Building? 
No, sir. 
Nor into the Preston ? 
No, sir. 
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(). You fought the fire from the rear? 

A. From the rear. 

@. Did that fire get beyond you after you had got stationed 
there and got your men stationed in there; did it get beyond 
where you took your position ? 

A. Not until the walls fell. 

@. Well, what effect did the falling of the walls have? 

A. Set fire to the storehouse. 

@. What storehouse ? 

A. I suppose the Hecht Building storehouse -—I don’t know; 
crushed in that three-story building here; that is the one I mean 
(pointing). 

Q@. That is where you come in from Federal street where that 
archway is? . 

A. No, from South street and in Linwood place, going into 
the alleyway here. It backs up on Linwood place. 

Q. Well, did the falling of that wall create a fire there? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And that is where you fought the fire? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. You held it there afterwards? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Did you lose any ladders or anything when the buildings 
fell? 

A. No, we did not; not at that end. 

@. How many lines of hose did you have in Linwood place 
when you got in there and got stationed after the wall fell? 

A de Six, 

&. What was the condition, so far as you could observe it, 
when you arrived there, Mr. Keyes, of the Hecht Building ; 
What was its condition? 

A. In the rear it was burning from the first floor to the roof — 
fire showed on any floor. 

@. Do you know anything about the holes that were cut through 
the Rice Building? 

A. I was there. The men were cutting them when I went up 
in the Rice Building. 

@. You were in the Rice Building? 

Ase) 6S, . sir. 

@. And they were cut under the directions of the assistant 
chief ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. What is your idea or theory of cutting holes in partition 
walls? 

A. It is a good thing sometimes. 

@. Well, what is the theory? 

A. Why, that it will save property. When men cannot get into 
the building from either end they can get through the centre and 
work in that way. 

@. Then it is to get in to fight the fire and to save property, 
and for no other scientific reason that you would apply? 

A. That is all. 


254 APPENDIX. 


@. And if you had been in charge there yourself you would 
have done the same thing? 

A. The very same thing. 

Q. Now, as to the cutting of the holes in that partition — do 
you believe that it was the means of saving any of the merchan- 
dise that was in that building — any property? 

A. J think the most they got out they got out right at that 
place. 

@. Do you believe it assisted in stopping the spread of the 
fire ? 

A. Cutting the holes? 

OU yes sit. 

A. I wouldn’t say that; I know it saved the property that was 
underneath. 

@. Did you have any talk with any of the other district chiefs 
that morning? 

A. Only about demolishing the walls. 

@. And you received your orders, as I understand it, when you 
arrived there from whom? 

A. Oh, I went right to the rear of the fire. 

@. Now, Mr. Keyes, have you ever, since you have been dis- 
trict chief, gone to any of the Inspectors of the Board of Under- 
writers and asked them to assist you in your duties? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Have you ever had any conversation with any of the In- 
spectors of the Board of Underwriters? 

A, Once. 

@. When? 

A. One of them came to me about putting fire-shutters on the 
Vose Building; that is, wanted me to go up with him, that is all. 
Where is that situated ? 

Waltham and Washington streets. 

You went with him? 

Yes, sir. 

What was the result? 

They put the shutters up. 

The Vose people did? 

Yes, sir; the Vose people put up the shutters. 
And did it at your request? 

No, sir; they asked me to go up there to find out where I 
ould locate the shutters on the building, that is all. 
And you advised them? 

A. I told them where I would like to have them put. 

@. And they did as you requested? 

AST €8, ‘sir. 

Q. Have any of the inspectors ever been to you with any com- 
plaint that you didn’t comply with? 

A. None. I never had a complaint made. 

Q. But that one that you speak of ; that was the time that the 
inspector spoke to you about the Vose shutters ? 

A. Yes, sir; I saw that man once; I never have seen him 
since. 
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@. Have you ever had any communications from the secretary 
of the Board of Underwriters ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Have any of the insurance people ever been to you with any 
complaints ? 

A. None. 

@. And you are positive that you never have had any consul- 
tation with any of the inspectors of the Board of Underwriters? 

A. Don’t know them at all. 

@. Don’t know any of them except the one who spoke to you 
in the Vose matter? 

A. I don’t know him at all. 

@. And you never have had any complaint from or had any 
consultations with the inspectors of the Department of Inspection 
of Buildings connected with the city? 

A. Oh, we have met quite often. 

@. Well, for what reason, Mr. Keyes? 

A. Well, we would just sit down and talk over the buildings in 
the district, their condition. 

As to their construction? 

Yes. 

Hoistways? 

Yes, all elevators, fire-escapes, and so on. 

Do you meet them quite often ? 

I have met Mr. Griffin very often. 

He is the inspector that is in your district. 

. He is the inspector up there. 

. Have you ever met Mr. Griffin at fires in the evening or in 
the daytime? 

A. Yes, sir; it seems to me I have. 

@. And the relations between the Department for the Inspection 
of Buildings and the Fire Department— so far as you are con- 
cerned, how are they? 

A. Friendly. 

Q. Do you always get what information you want from that de- 
partment ? 

A AY 68 Sits 

@. And I suppose if they came to you for information you 
would as readily give it? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, Mr. Keyes, you say that you have got seventy-seven 
men under your charge? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Have you ever had occasion to report any of these men for 
any breach of discipline or disobeying of orders? 

A. I don’t do that; captains of the companies make reports. 

Q. To you? 

A, Yes, sir. 

@. That is what I mean—through you. I don’t want to go 
down and go away through all grades. It comes through you and 
you send it the commissioners ? ( 

A. To the Board; yes, sir. 
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Q. Now, during the past three years, or I will take a year, — 
during the past year how many times have you been obliged to 
make “complaints for breach of discipline, disobeying of orders ? 
You know what I mean. 

A, They never disobey orders. 

@. Well, how about discipline? 

A. The discipline up in my district is first class. 

@. Well, how many men have you reported — about how many 
would be the average? 

A. It wouldn’t average one a month. 

@. That would be about twelve a year? 

A. It wouldn’t be that many. 

Q. And what are the general causes of your reports through the 
captains ? 

A. The charges against the men? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. Not getting out of bed at an alarm of fire, and so on. 

Q@. Petty offences? 

A. What you would call petty offences. 

@. Do you have many complaints of intoxication, of the use of 
liquor? 

A. Within a year? 

OT XesSaeu. 

A. One. 

@. What was the finding of the Board on that case? 

A. He was discharged. 

@. Now, in your district do you keep a record of the various 
buildings in the district, Mr. Keyes? 


A. Yes, sir. 
@. You haven’t that record with you? 
A. No. 


@. And in that way you visit all the various buildings there and 
make yourself acquainted with them? 
Yes, sir. 
And keep a record? 
Yes, sir. 
And do you take any officers of the department with you? 
Captains of the companies to inspect their sub-districts. 
And you generally go with them? 
I go with them first and then I let them go alone afterwards. 
And they report to you whether any changes are made? 
Any changes made at all they report to me. 
And you fix your record in keeping with them? 
Yes, sir. 

2. Do you ever have your officers called together and instruct 
them as to their duty in coping with fires in the district? 

‘As es, mir, 

@. And the captains under your instructions, I suppose, instruct 
the men? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. How often is that done in your district? 

A, About once a month. 
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@. Were you before the Fire Marshal within sixty days? 

A wING Sir: 

@. Have you had any conversation with him at all within sixty 
days? 


A, No, sir. 
@. Within ninety days? 
A. No, sir. 


@. Have you ever had any conversation with him? 

eA INGE BIE: 

@. Now, do you have any fault to find, or have you had occa- 
sion to make any complaint to the Board of Fire Commissioners, 
as to the pressure of the water in your district? 

i) No,rsi. 

What is its condition? 

The pressure is good. 

Did you ever have to report any frozen hydrants? 

No, sir. 

Did you ever have occasion to report any hydrants that 
were , out of order? 

A. Only those that were below grade, that is all. 

Q@. Now, what is the quality of the hose that you use? 

A. Good hose, as good as we ever used. 

@. And you have handled considerable of it in about eighteen 
years? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Now, Mr. Keyes, what disposition do you make of a piece 
of hose that would burst at a fire, — I mean, of course, after you 
take it off and put in a new length, what is the disposition of the 
piece taken out, what becomes of it? 

A. It goes to the repair-shop to be repaired or condemned. 

@. Well, do you keep any record of it? 

eit), iy 68; Bir! 

@. Well, in what way? 

A. The captains of each company keep a record of all hose 
burst and that is mended. 

@. Is it reported to you on blank forms? 

A. Send immediately a small form, 4 B,— that is substantially 
it,— to the Board of Fire Commissioners and it is returned to the 
captain again and he keeps a record of it on the books. 

@. How can you keep a correct record and know that the same 
pieces of hose have been coming back? 

All pieces of hose are numbered on the coupling. 

@. And are there any two pieces numbered alike? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

@. You haven’t any in your district? 

A. No, sir; I don’t think I have. 
Q. 
A 
Q 
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Have you ever been refused supplies or requisitions ? 
No, sir. 
. If you make a requisition for five hundred or one thousand 
feet of hose, do you generally receive it? 
A. I never made a requisition for hose in my district. 
@. Why, how do you get your hose? 
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A. It is the captains that make the requisition for the hose. 

Q. They send it through you? 

A. Yes, sir; send it through me. 

Q. That is what I meant, I didn’t want to go into details ; 
and the commissioners have always complied with any requisition 
you made on them for hose or other supplies ? 


A. Always. 

@. Have you ever been to Chicago? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Stopped there long? 

A. Five days. 

@. Ever been on Dearborn street? 

A. Yes. 

(. Is there any fire apparatus on that street? 

A. Engine 10. 

@. How long did you say you remained there? 

A. Five days. 

@. Did you note the working of the department while you were 
there ? 


A. I didn’t see them doing any fire duty at all. 

@. Well, do you know anything about the regulations and the 
discipline that is exacted there in the houses and among the men? 

A. Inregard to the discipline of Engine 10’s house, the men 
lounged around the main floor smoking. They don’t do it here. 

Q. Well, from your observations in Chicago, what would you 
say as to the discipline between Chicago and Boston — is the dis- 
cipline in Chicago better than that of Boston? 
I don’t think so. 
Have you ever been in New York? 
Yes, sir. 
How long at a time there? 
Oh, only a couple of days. 
Have you ever visited any fire department house there? 
Yes, sir. , 
And what is the discipline there as compared with Boston ? 
It isn’t so good. 
And why? in what respect? 
Well, men go along the street with their coats unbuttoned, 
hands i in their pocket, — don’t pay any particular attention to their 
duties that I saw. 

Q. And how is it in Boston? 

A. Well, they have got to keep their coats buttoned here. 

@. And how does the discipline in the houses here compare 
with that in the houses in New York? 

A. It is stricter here. 

@. There are a good many planing mills in your district? 

AS Y esyesir: 

@. You make an examination of them quite often, an inspec- 
tion ? 

A. Once a month. 

Q@. Well, now, you, I suppose, are conversant with the ordinances 
relating to the Fire Department? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q@. Well, in regard to Section 5 of the chapter in regard to 
the Fire Department I want to ask you ageneral question: ‘* Said 
Board shall cause all places where shavings, or other combustible 
materials, or explosive compounds, or detonators, or other articles, 
goods, or merchandise liable to cause fire, are placed or kept, to 
be examined.” Now, what I wanted to ask you was if upon your 
tour of investigation you went into one of these buildings and 
found anything there that would be the cause of fire, what would 
you do? 

A. I would suggest to the tenant or occupant that he remove it 
or put it in a safe condition. If he didn’t do that I would re- 
port to the Board of Fire Commissioners. 

@. And you would take it upon yourself to remedy it and you 
would try to have it done? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And I suppose the same if you went into a place and found 
a wooden box or a wooden barrel into which they were putting 
ashes or cinders ? 

Just the same. 

What would you do there? 
Recommend its removal. 
And that a tin or metallic receptacle be substituted instead ? 
Yes, sir; substituted in its place. 

And if they refused to comply with your request you would 
report to the Board of Fire Commissioners ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And then the responsibility would rest with them about 
putting it into court or not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, Mr. Keyes, what is your opinion as to the stopping of 
that fire on Federal street? 

I think we were very fortunate in getting out of it as we did. 
In what way? 

Well, getting out of it as easy as we did. 

What do you mean by getting out of it as easy as you did? 
That it didn’t go across to that block. 

And take out the whole square? 

Take out the whole business. 

Would it have jumped across, do you think, would it have 
gone across the street if the other buildings had got going there, 
if it hadn’t been stopped in the rear and where you “and Mullen 
were stationed? 

A. I think it would have gone to South street. 

@. (By Commissioner Murruy.) You are furnished with maps 
showing the water supply in your district, are you not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And showing the number of engines that can be massed in 
any particular place within a radius of five hundred feet of any 
- building? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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@. Those are supplied by the Board of Fire Commissioners ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@). Did you read the statement made by Mr. Howes that our 
district chiefs, he judged, were not acquainted with their duties 
from the fact that they consulted with him very frequently ? 

MPe res sir 

@. Have you ever consulted with him? 

A. I don’t know the man at all. 

(Alderman FLoop in the chair.) 


Statement by District Curer CHartes H. W. Pope. 


(By the Caair.) Your full name, Mr. Pope? 

Charles H. W. Pope. 

And you are in the employ of the Boston Fire Department? 
Yes, sir; district chief of District No. 2, Charlestown. 

How long have you been district chief ? 

Three years. 

How long have you been a member of the Fire Department? 
Twenty-five years, a little over twenty-five years. 

What other position have you held besides district chief ? 
Captain, lieutenant. 

How long were you captain ? 

Sixteen years. 

Now, Charlestown is your district— you don’t go to any 
other part? 

A. Yes, sir; I answer part of Districts 3 and 4 on the first 
alarm, all of Districts 3 and 4 on the second, and District 5 on the 
second, and District 7 on the third. 

Q@. Districts 3 and 4— where are they? 

A, That is the North and West Ends. 

Q@. 3 and 4? 

A. 3 and 4. 

@. You answer them on the first? 

A. IJ answer part of each one on the first. I answer as far up 
as State street on the first. 

Q. And on the second ? 

A. As far as Summer street, this side. 

@. And on the third? 

A. As far as Dover street, and a few boxes beyond there. 

@. Were you present at the Hecht fire that took place on 
January 10? 

A. I was, yes, sir. 

@. What time did you arrive there? 

A. I responded to that box on its third alarm. It perhaps 
might have been eight minutes from the time the third alarm 
struck’ until I got there, making it somewhere along about 8.50, 
I should say, ten minutes of nine. 

Q. Now, will yougo on and tell the committee what you saw, 
what the condition of the building or buildings was and your ° 

opinion of the fire as it was at the time when you arrived and what 
took place during the time that you were there? 
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A. At the time I arrived there at the fire, the Hecht Building on 
Federal street was all completely gone; that is, as far as showed 
from the street. I was sent on to Summer street, to the Preston 
Building. In the Constant Building at that time, the fire was: 
coming from every window from the ground floor to the roof. . I 
went into the Preston Building with three different lines. We 
started up the first flight of stairs, got up to the head of the stairs, 
and were driven down, and we hadn’t got down more than two 
steps before the wall from the Hecht Building from the Hecht 
Building fire, came over on to that and carried everything down 
before it, and carried the back part of the building on to the 
Summer-street buildings. Then we went into the lower part of the 
building, the basement on the first floor, and killed what fire there 
was there, and then took our ladders and went up into that build- 
ing on the front. There was, I should say, a space of ten or 
fifteen feet at the front of the building that was left, and we used 
that as a stand by for pouring water into the other part of the fire, 
from the front on Summer street. 

Q. That is, the Preston Building? 

A. That is the Preston Building. That line went over the first, 
second, third, fourth, and fifth floors of that building. 

@. I understood you that when you reported upon the third 
alarm, which was rung at 8.36, that you got there in about eight 
minutes, about 8.44? 

A. I should judge somewhere around there. 

@. And you were immediately sent to the Summer-street side ? 

4. By the chief of the Fire Department. 

Q@. Took three lines to the Preston Building? 

A. Started, but couldn’t get up but just one flight to the head 
of the stairs when it drove us out. 

@. Then I understand you to say that you couldn’t get into the 
Preston Building? 

A. Only up one flight. We got to the head of the stairs, and 
couldn’t get farther, but if we had gone farther we couldn’t have 
come out alive. 

Q. What stairs? 

A. The first flight of stairs — had to go around this way to 
get up there, and turn around the bend at the top of the stairs, 
and we never would have got out alive, because it blowed up 
virtually in a few minutes from the concussion of the hot air 
coming from the falling wall —it blowed that part of the build- 
ing we had been in up. 

@. That was caused by the falling of the Hecht Building wall? 

A. I should say so. 

@. You are sure that that was the time the Hecht Building 
wall fell? } 

A. I should say so—about 9 o’clock. I should say that was 
the time — that we were taking the lines in there somewhere in 
the vicinity of 9 o’clock. 

@. Were you the first ones that got up their lines of hose 
there? 

A. I couldn’t say, sir, as to that. 
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@. You do say that at the time you went on the Summer-street 
side the Constant Building was entirely in flames? 

tALSSY Gs.t Sir: 

@. What do you know about the cutting of the holes through 
the wall in the Rice Building? 

A. I don’t know anything about that. I wasn’t on that side of 
the fire at all. 

@. From your experience in the Fire Department what would 
be your opinion of the cutting of the holes in that wall? 

A. There are cases where it is the salvation of a fire to cut 
holes in the wall—where the only way you can get at the centre 
of the seat of the fire is to cut holes in the wall. 

@. It is an absolute necessity then? 

A. An absolute necessity, to get at the seat of the fire. 

@. What is your opinion as to the cuttiug of the holes in the 
wall in this case; what effect did that have on the saving of mer- 
chandise in the Hecht Building? 

A. All Ican say about that is that from what I have seen; 
that cutting of holes in the wall was the cause of saving the great 
amount of salvage on those goods in there, the wools. I under- 
stand that the largest amount of wool was saved from that part of 
the fire, in the best condition. 

@. Then there would not be so much salvage for the insurance 
people if those holes were not cut in the wall? 

A. No, sir; there would have been no water put on the fire in 
that part if it hadn’t been for those holes. 

@. Do you know whether there was any other way to get water 
on to the Hecht Building or on to the merchandise there otherwise 
than by cutting holes in the walls? 

A. No, sir; no other way of getting water on there. That 
was the only way I could see of getting water inside, because the 
heat was so intense that no man could live inside that building for 
one second. 

@. You are not at all acquainted in regard to that area that 
was between the Preston, Constant, and Hecht Buildings, are 
you? 

A. At the time I arrived there that area was a furnace, simply 
a flue for a furnace. 

Have you ever visited any other cities? 

Yes, sir. 

What cities ? 

A. New York, Chicago, St. Louis, and Cincinnati. 

You have visited some of the different fire-houses there? 
Yes, sir. 

How does the discipline of Boston’s Fire Department com- 
pare with that of New York? 

A. I should say Boston was a great deal better, from what I 
have seen. 

@. In what respect? 

A. The conduct of the men, the discipline in quarters, and also 
the discipline at fires. 

@. And the same will apply to Chicago. 
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A. Well, what I saw in Chicago is only that I saw the depart- 
ment men in their quarters. I didn’t see them anywhere else except 
there and at one fire. At the fire they worked weil enough, but in 
the house I didn’t think the discipline would anywhere near com- 
pare with Boston. 

Q. And St. Louis? 

A. St. Louis is about the same as Chicago? 

@. No matter what city you have been to there isn’t any city 
that would compare with Boston for discipline, is there ? 

A. Not in my opinion, no, sir. I went there to some of those 
cities on purpose to see the Fire Department, with that purpose. 

@. Have you ever had to complain to the commissioners in 
regard to the discipline of your men? 

A. Why, yes, sir; occasionally. 

Q. Well, in what respect? 

A. Well, sometimes for neglect of duty in quarters. That means 
that if a man doesn’t always wake up and receive an alarm of 
fire in my district, and the same in other districts, we report him 
for neglect of duty. The rules and regulations say he shall do 
that, that he shall always be ready at an alarm of fire, and he 
is always fined for it if he isn’t, and sometimes for intoxication. 
We haven’t had but very few occasions lately of intoxication, and 
they have always been disciplined for that. 

@. Whereabouts has that intoxication taken place ; whether in 
the house or at a fire? 

A. No, sir, not at fires; it is usually at meal hours, men coming 
back from meal hours, or on some special duty, things of that 
kind. 

Q. How is it at fires? 

A. At fires I never knew of a case. 

@. You never had to report a case of intoxication at a fire? 

A. No, sir. 

@. What is generally done by the Board of Commissioners 
when you report a case of intoxication ? 

A. They are always taken and either fined or suspended or 
their days off taken away. 

@. They are sometimes discharged, are they not? 

A. Quite often; but I never had a case in my district. I have 
only had a few cases of that kind. 

(Chairman Lee in the chair. 

Q@. (By the Cuairman.) I understand you to say you were in 
the Preston Building, Mr. Pope? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Did you meet Superintendent Abbott of the Protective De- 
partment there that morning ? 

I think I did; I think I did, yes, sir. 

Do you know him? 

Yes, sir. 

Does he know you? 

Yes, sir. 

Then you have iad conversations with him at fires? 
Ons sir, 
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@. Now, did you have any conversation with him that morning, 
when he was taking out his covers? Did he say anything to you 
about carrying in a line of hose or anything ? 

A. I believe he made some remark, that it wasn’t safe to take 
a line of hose into that building, something of that kind. 

@. And you entered at the time? 

A. We had got beyond where he was with the line of hose. As 
1 understood this building the back part was offices; here in this 
basement and one story; and there we saw the biggest part of the 
fire when wecouldn’t get upstairs, and there we were killing that fire 
and he was removing his covers from there, because he said the 
building was not safe, as I understood him. I didn’t stop to pay 
any attention to him at all, except that I heard him remark, ‘‘ Don’t 
take your men in there.” 

@. What did you do? 

A. I take my orders from the chief of the department. 

@. You didn’t take any orders from him? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Do you think it is possible that Mr. Abbott didn’t know 
you? 

al. I couldn’t say as to that. 

@. How many men have you got in your charge, in your dis- 
trict ? 

A. At the present time I have fifty-eight. 

(). How many pieces of apparatus ? 

A. I have got tbree engines, one ladder truck, one chemical 
engine, and one independent hose company — six pieces of appa- 
ratus all told. 

@. Is it the custom of the district chief to get together with 
the chief of the Fire Department at times and talk over matters 
in regard to coping with fires ? 

A. Well, they do quite frequently, yes, sir. That has been 
done when we have had meetings. 

@. And you have meetings about how often? 

A. No special times at all. 

@. Well, about how many meetings do you have in a month or 
three months — do you average one a month? 

A. No, sir; | should say we didn’t. But there are times when 
the district chief meets the chief oftener than that. 

@. Now, do you believe, Mr. Pope, that at any box or boxes 
in your district too many pieces of apparatus respond to the 
box? 

A. aNOw sit; 

Q. Well, why? 

A. I don’t think there are any too many respond, because we 
don’t bave but a very few pieces of apparatus and it is a very 
bad district. It is a wooden district; it requires more apparatus 
than sometimes it would in a larger district where there were a 
different class of buildings. 

@. Then you would have no recommendation to make in the 
line of decreasing the number of pieces that respond to a box? 

ASSINOMSIt: 
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@. You would recommend no increase? 

A. No, sir. 

@. In special boxes? 

- A. No, sir; all the increase that I have had to recommend I 
have recommended to the Board and they have confirmed them. 

@. And they have been carried out? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Now, during the past year have you had occasion to report 
any of the men or officers of your department for any breach of 
discipline? | 

oAy! VCR uBIT: 

@. How many — what would be the average in the year? 

A. Well, there are only a few men that have been reported 
for not getting out of bed early, or something of that kind. 

@. Have you ever had occasion to report any man for dis- 
obeying orders at a fire? 

A. No, sir. 

@. If aman disobeyed an order at a fire and it was reported 
to you, or disobeyed your orders, what would you do? 

A. Report him to the Board, recommend his discharge imme- 
diately. 

@. What would you do right then and there? 

A. If the case would warrant it, I should suspend him as far 
as I could. 

@. Order him outside the lines and take his badge away from 
him? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. Immediately ? 

Assi) OS ZIRT: 

@. Do the commissioners, as a general ruie, comply with all 
the requests from the district chiefs ? 

A. As far as practicable. Some of the requests, of course, 
that a district chief might make would be more than the commis- 
sioners could grant, but as far as anything practicable is con- 
cerned, the commissioners grant everything we can ask for. 

@. What do you mean by ‘‘ as far as practicable ”—what do you 
mean by that? 

A. Sometimes company commanders want more men in the 
company than the commissioners can, under their appropriation, 
grant. I have partially a call and partially a permanent district, 
and on account of that sometimes we ask for more permanent men 
in the companies. which the commissioners don’t see fit to grant, 
and cannot under their appropriation, probably. 

@. Well, you believe that the fire department of Boston could 
be improved, its condition could be bettered, by having a perma- 
nent department throughout the entire city rather than having 
any call force ? 

A. I certainly do, yes, sir. 

@. And you asa district chief of that district would recom- 
mend a permanent department in that district ? 

Aa yess sir. 
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@. It would be more efficient, would it not, than to have par- 
tially a call force ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Have you ever made any requests upon the Fire Commis- 
sioners for supplies, that were not complied with? 

A. No, sir; I don’t know that I ever asked the commissioners 
for any supplies of any kind for the benefit of the department but 
what have always been granted. 

@. Have you ever made any requisition for hose that was not 
complied with ? 

fs <.N0,V Sirs 

@. You, I suppose, have had some experience during your 
twenty-five years’ experience in hose? 

A. Yes, sir. 

-@. What is the quality of hose that is supplied to you by the 
Fire Commissioners in your department? 

A. I consider that we have the best class of hose to-day that we 
have had for years. We have hose that willsometimes burst at fires. 
That will always occur at fires and it can’t be prevented anyway. 
But as a general thing we don’t burst any hose, and when we do 
we find in some cases that it is worn and old. Sometimes a kink 
will get in the hose and cause it to burst. That is a hard thing to 
prevent. When you go up four, five, or six flights of stairs with 
hose, the sawing at the bends in the stairs is apt to kink hose, and 
when you have high pressure on it may be weakened by that kinking 
and nobody will know it until it bursts. Perhaps you are not getting 
enough pressure from the engines, and you send greater pressure 
from the engines to force the water, and when you have that greater 
pressure something will give way. It can’t get through the kinks 
and something will burst. It may be the best hose in the world. 

Q. Well, if a piece of hose bursts, and it is taken out and a 
piece substituted that is in perfect order, what do you do with the 
piece that is burst — what becomes of that, in your district? 

A. That is sent to the repair-shop. I don’t know what becomes 
of it after that. We very seldom get a piece back from the repair- 
shop unless it is hose that is in good condition. 

@. Do you have a record of the hose? 

A. Yes, sir, a record of every piece of hose, with the number 
and the day it is put into service. 

What do you mean by every piece? every joint? 

Every joint of hose is numbered, and a record is kept. 
Where is it numbered ? 

At the repair-shop when it is delivered to the company. 
Where is it numbered? 

On the coupling. 

Each piece has a different number? 

Yes, sir. 

Do you have a record of when the hose was purchased? 
Yes, when it is put into service, yes, sir. 

And you have also a record, if it is sent to the repair shop 
and returned, of what the repairs were? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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@. Have you ever had any occasion to complain to the com- 
missioners as to the water pressure in your district ? 

A. No, sir; our pressure there is very good. We have no com- 
plaint at all of water pressure. In one or two cases I have asked 
for new hydrants, and the requests have been complied with right 
away. Only the pressure is low. 

@. Does your department take care of the Lowry hydrants in 
the district. 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. What do your men have to do supposing there was a snow- 
storm to-night? | 

A. They would have to clean those hydrants out, they are 
covered with hay so as to keep out the snow, and they also salt 
the hydrants over to keep them so they will never freeze. 

Q. All over the district? 

A. Yes, sir; each company has a district of its own. 

@. The post hydrants are taken care of by whom? 

A. By the Water Board ; that comes within their jurisdiction, ex- 
cept when the snow gets packed up against them, which will hap- 
pen sometimes, when we have to remove it. We have some post 
hydrants there up in alleyways and so on, and we have to keep 
watch of them in that respect. 

@. You take care them? 

A. We shovel the snow away and the water works people take 
care of them otherwise. 

@. Have you ever had occasion to report any man in your dis- 
trict for being under the influence of liquor? 

One or two of them, yes, sir. 

What was the result? 

They were always dealt with severely. 

Well, what do you mean by ‘‘ severely ?” 

Well, some of them have been suspended for a month and 
some > for two weeks. I tell you we have got very few of that 
class of people in my district. 

Q. It is a temperance town? 

A. Well, we claim to have a temperance class in the Fire De- 
partment there with the exception of one or two, and those have 
been dealt with very severely. 

@. And have they reformed? 

A. Well, that I can’t say; we will have to wait for the next 
occasion for that. 

@. Do you make an investigation of all the buildings in your 
district ? 


hOhOR 


wo” es, sir 

@. Do you keep a record of it? 

Ay eR sir. 

@. You haven’t got the record with you? 

A. No, sir; I didn’t bring it with me. 

@. Where do you keep that? 

A. Keep it in my quarters. 

@. Do you consult with the captains in your offices or com- 
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panies in relation to the construction of buildings in your dis- 
trict? 

A. Yes, sir; I have every captain in the district go through the 
buildings every month. Each captain has to go; two of them will 
go in the forenoon and two in the afternoon, and they get through 
by the fifteenth of the month, and then I go through every one of 
them from the fifteenth to the last of the month. 

@. That is, there is a double inspection, the officers making the 
first fifteen days and you the last fifteen? 

PA. eY'esS, Wir 

Q. Now, Mr. Pope, I suppose you have read the ordinances in 
relation to the Fire Department. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You know how Section 5 reads: ** Said Board shall cause 
all places where shavings, or other combustible materials, or ex- 
plosive compounds, or detonators, or other articles, goods, or mer- 
chandise liable to cause fire, are placed or kept, to be examined,” 
etc. What would you do if you went into a building and found 
a condition of things existing, as stated in the ordinance? 

A. Well, I should ask the man to remove it, and then report it 
next day to the Board of Fire Commissioners. 

@. You would take the responsibility in your own hands? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Rather than wait until it got away around to the Board of 
Fire Commissioners ? 

A. Yes, sir; I would order it removed first, and then report to 
them afterwards my action, and the circumstances. 

@. And the same would be the case, I suppose, in relation to 
cinders or ashes, where they were using wooden boxes or 
barrels? 

A. “Yes, ‘sir. 

@. You have no fire patrol in your district ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Do you have a fire patrol established there? 

Ae Ves, Sir. 

@. Whatare the hours that you have the fire patrol out, the 
street patrol ? 

A. From eight o’clock in the night until seven in the morning. 

@. How are the hours distributed ? 

A. Four hours each. 

Q. Each man? 

A. No, sir; two men— one on house patrol and one on street 
patrol. 

@. I mean the street patrol? 

A. They aJternate. Each man will go out an hour, and then 
stay in the house an hour, and then go out. 

@. Then he has to report to the house eyery hour? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Well, what means have you of knowing that he patrols? 

A. Well, the man in the house patrol records on the journal 
this man’s return, and when he goes out, and about that man on 
the other route. They are laid out on different routes. 
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@. I know, but when he is out on the street what record have 
you to show that he performs his duty faithfully —that is, by 
patrolling? 

A. Well, quite frequently I go out myself to see. I know the 
corners. I know the time when they should be on certain corners 
of streets, and if I have an idea that they are not doing that duty 
properly [I am on that corner at that time, and know whether they 
are doing their duty or not. ) 

@. How do the police and your department get along, as far as 
street patrol is concerned? 

A. Well, they get along, as far as I know, all right — no com- 
plaints to make at all. 

@. Now, Mr. Pope, what is your opinion about keeping out- 
side the fire-lines all persons other than firemen or policemen? 
What would you say to a regulation of that kind? 

A. Well, I don’t know, Mr. Chairman—I am not supposed to 
judge what the Board wish to do in that line. 

@. We don’t care what the Board wish to do—we want your 
opinion. Idon’t think they will criticise you for giving an opinion 
ina matter of that kind —taking it as a citizen, a man having 
had twenty-five years of experience. Are they of any assistance 
inside the lines? 

A. Well, it is always the case with outsiders coming into the 
lines at a fire that they are always making suggestions, and if the 
department follows them up they always lead them wrong. If 
they tell you a fire is in one place, you will find it somewhere else, 
and when they will tell you that it isn’t in a place, that will be the 
very place you will find it. The only thing to do is to go your- 
self, act on your own judgment. If you will take an outsider’s 
word for it, you will find that he doesn’t know where a fire is, and 
don’t know anything about it. They are always in the way, try- 
ing to help somehow, but the more they try to help the more 
hindrance they are to the department. 

@. Then your opinion would be in favor of passing a regulation 
adopting a rule which would keep them all out? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. You would have no objection, of course, to the Water De- 
partment or the Police Department getting inside the lines to as- 
sist where anything was going wrong? 

A. No, sir; there are a number of occasions where you have to 
use the Water Department and also the Police Department. 

(). Have you ever had occasion to go to any of the inspectors 
of the Board of Fire Underwriters of your district to seek informa- 
tion from them? 

A. Information in regard to what? 

@. To the inspectors of the Fire Underwriters to seek any in- 
formation in relation to your duty either under your rules or under 
the ordinances of the city? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Have they ever been to you seeking information ? 

NO. 8it' 

@. I mean the inspectors of the Board of Underwriters? 
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The inspectors of buildings, you mean? 

I mean the inspectors of the Board of Underwriters ? 

In regard to fires? 

Yes, sir. 

Oh, yes, sir; I have had them come to me quite often. 
What did they come to you for? 

Well, to know the location of a fire, where it originated ; 
and sometimes in regard to the officers and such things as that. 

@. And you have never gone or called upon any of the in- 
spectors of the Board of Underwriters for information for your- 
self? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Have you ever had any conversation with the Fire Marshal, 
Mr. Whitcomb? 

A. Not with him personally —I have with his assistant. He 
comes quite often to me for information in regard to fires. 

@. The Fire Marshal’s assistant — when was he to see you last? 

A. On the 30th day of January and the 31st, in regard to fires 
we had on Rutherford avenue and another one on Main street — 
415-417 Rutherford avenue. 

@. Did either Mr. Whitcomb or any of his men call upon you 
in relation to the Federal-street fire ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. You gave no testimony there? 

Ay No, isir. 

@. Have any of the underwriters of Boston ever had any con- 
sultation with you in relation to fires in your district? 

A. No, sir. ; 

@. Has the secretary of the Board of Underwriters ever had 
any conversation with you? 

A. No, sir. 

@. No communications have ever passed between you and 
them ? 

A. “No; sir. 

@. Now, Mr. Pope, so far as your district is concerned, if it 
was said that the ordinance I have just read to you was not car- 
ried out in that district what would you say? 

A. I should say it was. 

@. Now, Mr. Pope, I am coming back to the Federal-street 
fire, and am going to ask your judgment and your opinion as to 
what you think of the way that fire was handled? 

A. How I think that fire was handled? 

@. I mean by the chief engineer of the Fire Department? 

A. As well as any fire ever was handled in this country. It is 
only a wonder to me that the fire didn’t spread beyond the limit 
that it went. 

@. Could that fire, in your opinion, have been handled any 
better by any other man? 

A. No, sir. 

@. It could not? 

A. No, sir. 
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Q. Now, Mr. Pope, how many second alarms have you had in 
your district within the past three years? 


A. 
Q. 


I have had one second and one third. 
What was the loss in your district during the past year 


from January 1, 1892, to January 1, 1893? 
a Something about $16,000. 
The hearing was adjourned to a later day. 


SIXTH HEARING. 


Tuurspay, March 16, 1893. 


The hearing was resumed at two o’clock P.M., Chairman Lee 
presiding. 

(The CuHarrman.) Is there anybody representing any of the 
underwriters, or any of the petitioners, who desires to be heard? 
(No response. ) 


De 
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Statement by District Corer Joun F. Ea@an. 


(By the Cuarrman.) Your full name, sir? 

John F. Egan. 

Are you connected with the Boston Fire Department? 

Yes, sir. 

How long? 

Since the third day of February, 1876. 

And what position do you now hold in the Boston Fire 


ING ? 


Chief of District 1, East Boston. 

How long have you been district chief ? 

Since the first day of June, 1889. 

And your district comprises that portion — 

Of Boston known as East Boston. 

Now, how many men have you under your charge? 
I have got — you mean all the men? 

Officers and men? 

The permanent men and the call men? 

Yes, as a whole. 

As a whole, there are twelve men on Ladder 2, there are 


twelve men on Engine 9, twelve men on Engine 5, nine men on 
Engine 40, twelve men on Engine 11, three men on Chemical 7. 


@. Sixty in all? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And the number of pieces of apparatus is? 

Ay eOIs: 

@. Where were you stationed before you went to East Boston, 
captain ? 

A. Ladder 1, Warren square. 
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@. Were you at the fire of January 10, known as the Hecht 
Building fire ? 

a gO GS ain Fh 

Q. Ou Federa! street? 

SALT AGES, OSits 

Q. Well, now, what time did you arrive there? 

A. Well, I arrived there about eight minutes after the first 
alarm; I go on the second. 

@. You go on the second? 

eA Pe eB.) BITk 

@. And you mean to say that you arrived eight minutes after 
the first alarm ? 

A. I started as soon as the second alarm came in, and it took 
me eight minutes to get there. 

@. And you got there about eight minutes after that? 

A. Yes, sir; eight minutes after the second alarm came in. 
That is it. 

@. You got there about 8.40 — around that neighborhood ? 

eX Os heirs | 

@. Now, will you in your own way tell the committee here what 
position you took when you arrived at that fire and what you did, 
and any person that you had any conversation with in relation to 
the fire on that day? Tell it in your own way without any ques- 
tions whatever. | 

A. When I drove along Atlantic avenue, going towards the 
fire, having landed at the Narrow Gauge depot, when I looked 
down towards the Hecht Building, the entire Hecht Building, as 
far as I could see, was afire then, and Chief Webber stood in front 
of the building. I immediately reported to him and asked him 
where I should go. He told me to go around on to the South 
street side. J went around on to the South street side, and going 
into the first place on the left, going down South street — I don’t 
know the name of the place —I met Chief Cheswell coming out 
and he told me to go down Summer street back again, four or five 
buildings down, and go up in there. I went back there, and the 
fire was coming ouf then of those buildings here on the Summer 
street side next to — 

Q. Well, they are marked on the plan, are they not? 

A. Yes, sir; one is the Constant Building. 

@. Locate just where you went in, refreshing your memory 
by the plan. 

A. (Examining plan.) 

@. (By Commissioner Fircn.) This is the Constant Building. 

A. Well, the fire was in both those buildings at that time. 

@. (By the Cuairman.) Just refresh your memory by the 
plan and then state to the committee just where you went and what 
position you took. 

A. IJ went in front of the Preston and Constant Buildings. I 
stood in front of those two buildings that I have referred to, 
where I found fire in them, and Engine 1 came down Atlantic 
avenue with a line and I immediately set them to work; and in 
the meantime Engine 3 and Engine 8 had come in on that side, 
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and the three companies commenced to work. The chief came 
around to that side of the building, and he told me to go up on to 
the corner building, which is the Brown Building, I think. 

QiAY SR: 

A. Told me to go up on top of the Brown Building and look out 
for it. I went up there and stayed there until being relieved. 

@. How long did you remain on that building, the Brown 
Building — that is on the corner of Federal and Summer streets on 
the turn? 

A. Yes, sir; the one next to the bend. 

@. Yes, sir; how long did you remain there? 

A. I remained there until along about 3 or 4 o’clock in the 
afternoon, between 3 and 4. 

@. How many lines did you have on top of that building? 

A. There was Engine 6, Engine 25, and Engine 10. 

Q. One line each? 

A. Yes, sir, one line each. 

@. You didn’t go into the Preston or Constant Building — did 
you go into either the Preston or Constant Building? 

A. No, sir; I did not. 

@. Well, there was fire in those buildings ? 

A. There was fire in both of them. 

@. Now, you say you were ordered to go on top of the Brown 
Building. 

A. Yer, sir; on top of the Brown Building. 

@. Now, what advantage did you gain by going there? 

A. Well, that was to prevent the spread of the fire as much as 
possible. 

@. Well, did your going there prevent the spread of the fire 
into the Brown Building? 

A. I think it did. 

@. Did it give you any better opportunity to combat the fire in 
the Preston Building, which was next to it, and to get water on to 
the Hecht Building ? 

AerYes,:sirsAt-did: 

(). And the fire did not get into the Brown Building after you 
had taken your station there? 

A. No, sir; it did not. 

@. You held the fire on that corner? 

A. J held the fire on that corner. 

@. Now, of course, you were not aware of this areaway, it not 
being in your district, were you? 

A. No, sir; I was not. 

@. You knew nothing about that? . 

At Noysir 

@. Now, from your experience in the Fire Department, and as a 
district chief, do you know of anything that could have been done 
that morning that was not done to save the surrounding property 
there? 

A. No, sir; I don’t know of anything else that could be done. 

@. In your judgment was that fire as well handled as it could 
have been under the circumstances? 
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A. It was handled as well as it could be done by any person 
living. 

Q. And the Hecht Building, you claim, when you arrived there, 
was all afire? 

A. There wasn’t a window in it that didn’t show fire. 

@. You had no talk with any of the underwriters there at all, 
that morning? 

A. No, sir, I did not. 

@. Did you have any talk with the superintendent of the Pro- 
tective Department ? 

No, sir. 

Did you meet him there? 

Yes sir; met him there along towards evening. 

Had no talk with him? 

No, sir. 

Was there any thing that interfered with your going on to 
the Brown Building in due time? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Nothing? 

A. Nothing. 

@. Now, do the wires interfere with you — have you ever had 
occasion to complain by reason of the wires interfering with the 
department? 

Yes, sir. 

Have you ever made any complaint? 

Not directly ; no, sir. 

But it has been a source of annoyance? 

Yes, sir; it has been more than a source of annoyance. 
Delay? 

Yes, sir, delay. 

Was there any delay, to your knowledge, that morning by 
the c overhead wires at that building ? 

A. I should say there would “be on the Federal-street side ; 
that is, by the wires running along from pole to pole; that is, the 
telegraph wires and wires of that kind; and the trolley wires are 
a considerable source of trouble, because in putting up large 
ladders you have first got to get the wires cut before you can ele- 
vate your ladders — that is, a ladder of any length. 

@. How is the discipline in the department ‘under your charge 
in your district? 

A. It is Al as far as my side is concerned. 

@. How many permanent men have you got, chief? 

A. Ihave got twelve on Engine 9, nine on Engine 40, I have 
got five on Engine 5, have got five on Engine 11, three on chemi- 
cal 7, and seven on ladder 2. 

You have got forty-one permanent men? 

Yes, sir. 

Leaving nineteen call men in your district? 

Yes, sir. 

Do you think your department would be better served by 
having your district controlled by a permanent force? 

Ay "Yes, sir; because we are differently situated from any other 
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portion of the city. Our portion of the city is so situated that 
there is only one way to get in there and that is by ferry, and if 
there happened to be any fog, why it would take considerable time 
for help from the city proper to get over there; and I think if we 
had more permanent men it would be a benefit. 
Then you believe in abolishing the entire call force? 
Vesysinyis.do: 
You would say that as a whole, throughout the city. 
Yes, sir; I would say it as a whole, throughout the city. 
Now, you have been stationed in East Boston since 1889? 
Yes, sir: 
Well, now, during the past, chief, for the past year, for 
instance, how many times have you had occasion to make com- 
plaint to the Commissioners for any breach of discipline by the 
men in your district? 

A. I haven't had any cases for breaches of discipline. 

@. Have you had any complaint to make for disobeying orders? 

A. No, sir; I have not. 

@.- Have you ever made any complaints of any kind as'‘against 
any men in that district ? 

A. No, sir; not for disobedience of orders or anything of that 
kind, shirking duty or anything of that. kind. 

@. Well, have you ever made any complaints ? 

A. Well, if there was a man that might lose an alarm of fire or 
a man come tardy to an alarm of fire. T would. 

Q. Well, where would you put that—that is a breach of the 
rules is it not? 

A. Yes, sir, of the rules of the department. 

@. And I suppose the rules of the department, of course, go 
to make up that which is the discipline of the department. 

A. Without discipline we wouldn’t be anywhere. 

@. Now, you have reported some for being tardy and losing 
the alarm? 

A. Yes, sir; that is all — losing the alarm and being tardy. 

@. Have you ever had occasion to report anybody for being 
under the influence of liquor? 
Not within a year. 
Have you within two years? 
Yes, sir, within two years. 
Do you report them to the Commissioners ? 
The Board of Fire Commissioners, 
What has been the result of their findings in the case? 
The result has been that the men have lost their days off 
from anywhere from one to three months. 
That is, the permanent men? 
That is the permanent men. 
Has anybody ever heen discharged under you? 
No, sir, not in East Boston. 
And how many cases are there that you have reported for 
intoxication | ? 

A. Haven’t been more than two since I have been there, for 
four years. 
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A. And at any fire, whether in East Boston or in any other 
place, Mr. Chief, that you have been, have you ever known any 
members of the Fire Department to disobey any orders or refuse 
to go where they were directed to go by their officers ? 

A. No, sir, I have not. 

~Q.. Now, what would you do, as a district chief, if at a fire you 
directed some member of the department, or members of the de- 
partment, to go to some place, and they refused? How would you 
act? What would you do? 

A. Well, if [had aman there that refused duty I would get 
rid of him as soon as possible. fh 

Q. You would act upon the matter right there and then? 

A. Right there and then; yes, sir. 

(. And then report the case afterwards to the Fire Commis- 
sioners ? 

A. Then report afterwards what I had done. 

@. And I suppose you believe that the only way to maintain 
discipline, is to act promptly ? 

A. Promptly; yes, sir. 

@. Now, have you ever had any occasion to make complaint to 
the Board of Fire Commissioners as to the character of the hose 
that was supplied you or as to the quality of the hose? 

A. No, sir, I have not. 

@. Well, what is the quality of the hose, if you know, that is 
supplied to the department in your district? 

A. As far as I know, the quality of hose is as good as can be 
purchased in the country. 

@. Have you ever had to send much hose from your district to 
the repair-shop? 

A. No, sir; not very often except when it gives out. 

@. What is your custom when a length of hose gets burst at a 
fire — is it taken out and replaced by a new piece? 

A. Taken out and replaced by another one, yes, sir. 

Q. What becomes of the old? 

A. Well, it is sent to the repair-shop to be repaired and tested ; 
and if it stands the test it is repaired and sent back again to the 
company from which it came. 

@. Any record kept of that? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. By whom? 

A. By the captain of the company and by the record at the 
repair-shop. 

@). And where do you get your knowledge of it? 

A. It is done by slips. There is a slip goes with each piece of 
hose and a slip comes back, stating whether it was condemned or 
whether it was repaired. 

(). And I suppose the hose in your district, like all the others, 
is numbered upon the couplings, and you know what the number 
is by looking at the couplings? 

A. Yes, sir; every length is numbered in that way. 

@. All numbered? 

A. Each company has its own numbers on its own hose. 
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@. Have you ever had occasion to make any complaints as to 
the water pressure in your district? 

A. No, sir, I have not. 

@. Have you ever had occasion to find, or have you ever found, 
any hydrant frozen in your district ? 

A. The only time that there was a hydrant frozen in my dis- 
trict was last winter — the only time since I have been there. 

@. Well, where was that situated ? 

A. That was situated on Meridian street. 

@. And you reported that? 

A, Well, the water men were at work on it when it was dis- 
covered. ‘They are the ones who go around every day testing up 
the hydrants. 

@. Have you ever visited any of the other large cities in the 
country ? 

Me wes) sin 

Q. Where? 

A. New York. 

@. Did you ever make an examination of their method of 
fighting fires, and of their methods and the discipline of their 
departinent, observing in the houses and elsewhere, while tbere? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, from your experience here in Boston as a fireman and 
as district chief, how does New York compare with Boston, so far 
as fighting fires is concerned, and so far as the discipline of the 
men and the general management in the houses and around is 
concerned ? 

A. I think the discipline in the Boston Fire Department and 
the manner of fighting fires is far superior to the way they do it in 
New York, because the way they do it in New York is to stand 
away from the inside, stand on the outside. Instead of doing it 
outside on ladders, we go right in, go up the stairways, and get 
at the seat of the fire. They don’t do it that way. They do it 
principally from the outside, because they don’t believe i in ventila- 
tion. 

@. Well, how is the discipline there compared with Boston? 

A. I think the discipline of the Fire Department in Boston is 
second to none of any of the cities in the country, and especially 
New York. I think our men as a whole will excel the firemen 
of New York —that is, the personnel of the Fire Department. 

@. You never have been to Chicago? 

A. No, sir; never have been to Chicago. 

@. Did you appear before the Fire Marshal and give any testi- 
mony in relation to the Hecht fire? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Was there anybody with you at the time you testified ? 

A. Nobody but the Fire Marshal and his clerk. 

@. Did the Fire Marshal ask you where you were stationed at 
the fire? 

A. Yes, sir, he did. 

@. And I suppose you made the same statement to him that 
you have made before this committee ? 
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A. Just about the same statement, sir, as far as I know. I 
don’t think I said any more or any less. 

@. Did he ask you anything in relation to the question if you 
knew what was the cause of the spreading of the flames into the 
Summer-street buildings from the Hecht Building; that is, from 
the Hecht Building into the Constant and Preston buildings ? 

A. I don’t think that he did; I wouldn’t be certain, but don’t 
think he did. I don’t recollect now. 

@. Have you ever had any conversation with any of the inspec- 
tors of the Board of Underwriters? 

A. The building inspectors of the board of underwriters? 

@. I mean the inspectors connected with the Board of Under- 
writers in the Inspector’s Department for the Inspection of Build- 
ings? 

A. Well, I don’t mean that; I mean the inspectors that go 
around to inspect the buildings for the different insurance com- 
panies. 

@. Insurance companies? — that is what I mean. 

A. Yes, sir, I have. 

Q. Well, have you ever gone to any of those inspectors to ask 
for information from them as to what your duty was? 

A. No, sir; I have not. 

@. You are positive of that? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Well, have you ever had any conversation with any of 
them ? 

A. I have had with the one that comes to East Boston, in 
regard to — 

@. Well, go on and state what that conversation was in your 
own way. 

A. It was just previous to the box factory fire on Border street. 
The stuff that was kept around there was just inviting a fire, and I 

called his attention to it one day and he said he would go up there 
and look it over. I had called the occupants’ attention to it two 
or three times previous to that, and they didn’t seem to want to 
get the stuff out of the way, and I[ thought by calling his attention 
to it that it would kind of raise their rates, and by that means they 
would keep the place clean; and it was only a few weeks after 
that that we had the fire that burned up the box factory. 

@. And prior to the fire you called the attention of the inspector 
of the underwriters to the manner in which those people were 
acting, the carelessness with which they were allowing material to 
accumulate around there that you thought was dangerous? 

A. Yes, sir, I did. 

@. And you said you thought it would cause fire? 

MACY 66, Sirs Lidid: 

@. Now, it couldn’t be a fact that he came to you and called 
your attention to it, could it? 

A. No, sir, he did not. 

(. Did you know what his name was? 

A. No, sir; I don’t know what his name is, although I have 
heard it. 
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Q. Well, what did you hear that his name was? 

A. Iean’t think what his name was now, but I saw him and 
told him about it, sir. What his name is I couldn’t tell. Heis a 
big, stout man, a man who probably weighs two hundred and 
twenty or two hundred and thirty pounds, very tall, very heavily 
built—a light complexioned man witha light mustache and 
light hair. 

@. Well, after you called his attention to it did you go with 
him to the place? 

A. No, sir, I did not. 

@. Did you see him afterwards? 

A. No, sir, I did not. 

@. Do you know whether that which you complained of was 
remedied or not? 

No, sir, it was not. 

Well, did you go to the owners of the buildings yourself? 

I went to the man who had the lease of the buildings. 

The lessees of the buildings, the occupants ? 

Yes, sir. 

And what did you do in the premises ? 

Well, I called his attention to the fact that the stuff that was 
kept on the roof there must be removed, and he said, ‘* Well, be- 
fore you come again it will be all removed.” Well, I went there 
again and again “and it wasn’t removed. It was a lot of stuff on 
the top of the roof from the shaving chute, where they kept the shav- 
ings, and the stuff had been blowing out on the roof until there 
were at least four feet of shavings on the roof; and about a 
year and a half ago I went there and a man by the name of Towle 
had occupied one of the buildings as a stair-building establishment, 
and in the rear of his building there were certainly ten feet of 
shavings in the back yard, where they swept them out there in the 
back yard, and from there there they went up on the roof of the 
building. I chased after him so much that he finally had them re- 
moved. 

@. Well, it was through your chasing him that the cause of the 
trouble was removed ? 

APs Y 68, )\51P. 

@. Not by the underwriters? 

A. No, sir, not by the underwriters, but by me chasing him up 
personally. 

@. Have you seen him since? 

A. Seen him go by the house. 

@. Never had any conversation with him since? 

A. Never had any conversation since. 

@. And if the owners and occupants of that building whom you 
notified hadn’t remedied the difficulty | suppose you would have 
reported it to the Fire Commissioners? _ 

A. I would have reported it to the Board of Fire Commis- 
sioners. 

@. And let them commence action? 
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@. You preferred, I suppose, to act yourself before making 
any complaint, and try to get these things remedied? 

A. I like to give a man a chance to do what is right, and by 
moral suasion, talking to him and-explaining the matter to him, 
I try to have him clear the place up, and if he doesn’t clear the 
place up I report it to the Board. 

@. And I suppose you would do the same thing if you went 
into a building and found where they were using wooden boxes or 
barrels as receptacles for cinders or hot ashes ? 

A. Yes, sir; I go around once a month through all the build- 
ings occupied for manufacturing purposes or any purpose, where 
there is a chance for them to get afire. Once every month I go 
through all the buildings, and if there is anything I see there I 
generally call the proprietors’ attention to it, and as a general 
rule they remedy it. There are some places where the steam-pipes 
run very close to the woodwork, and there are lots of places where 
they do a wood-working business, where the dust that flies around 
the shop lights on the steam-pipes and is liable to make a fire, and 
the only thing we can do is to call their attention to it, and have 
them keep the building clean and clear. 

@. Do you ever have any consultations with your officers in re- 
lation to their duties,and in relation to what would be the best 
means of fighting fires ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. How often do you do that, chief? 

A. J issued an order, for instance, to the different companies in 
my district in relation to running a line to the wharves or to the 
water front. Six hundred feet of hose is not enough to go clear 
down, so I have issued an order that the first company sbould run 
their line, and that the second company that came in should go 
down and piece on, instead of going with their engine. Run- 
ning six hundred feet of line, there wouldn’t be either one of 
them that would be of any use, so I have given them practice in 
piecing the lines in that way. And eachand every captain in my 
district is obliged to go around once a month to inspect the build- 
ings, the same as [ do myself, so that each and every captain will 
be familiar with the different buildings in the district. 

@. You say you send your captains? 

TARY G53) Sir 
@. And they make an inspection? 

A. Yes, sir; every month. 

@. Once a month? 

A. Once a month. 

@. Well, do you keep a record of all those buildings? 

A. No, Ido not keep a record of them, because there isn’t a 
great many of them to keep a record of in that district. The 
places that are dangerous are very few, and you can carry them 
right around in your head, what few there are over there. In the 
fire district you would have to keep a record of the different 
buildings in order to know where you were, so as to be familiar 
with them. 
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@. But you keep yourself well posted, so that you are con- 
versant with all the buildings in your district? 

A. Yes, sir; [am conversant with every building in my district 
— that is, every building where there is liable to be any amonnt 
of fire or any danger. 

@. Do you think the underwriters — their inspectors — make 
as thorough an examination of the places in their districts as 
should be made, chief ? 

A. Well, if they do get instructions to make a thorough exam- 
ination they don’t carry them out. If they do get any such in- 
structions they certainly don’t carry them out, because in some of 
those buildings that are used as wood-working establishmeuts, you 
go around and you will find that the fire- buckets are empty more 
then half the time. When you call their attention to it they say, 
‘* Well, the heat absorbs the water,’ and that they will fill them 
right away. Well, the next time you go around they will prob- 
ably be empty again. 

@. And all that, I suppose, lies with the inspectors of the 
underwriters — to see that these buckets of water are kept there? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That i is one of the conditions, I suppose, in their contract? 

A. One of the conditions in the contract with the companies. 

@. Their contract with the companies? 

int Leb alr, 

It is no rule of your department to see that the buckets are 
filled and placed in convenient places? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Do you have any patrol system over your way ? 

Zig y CB cSiLs 

@. What does it consist of and how is it done? 

A. It is night times, from eight to twelve and twelve to four, 
and four to eight in the morning. 

@. How many men in East Boston have you out on patrol 
duty? 

A. Only two at one time, one from each company. 

@. One from each company —I mean street patrol, now, of 
course, not house patrol ? 

A. Yes, sir, street patrol; there are only two companies from 
which I can send out men on street patrol — that is Engine 40 and 
Engine 9. The other companies I couldn’t do it, and have any 
men to go to a fire with. 

@. That is, those are the call companies ? 

A. Those are the two permanent companies. 

(). Well, the call companies are the ones you cannot send men 
out from? | 

A. Yes, sir; cannot send men from those companies. 

@. But from the two permanent companies there is a man out 
on the street, one from each company, and you have men in those 
two companies that alternate, one inside and one outside the 


house ? 
A. Yes, sir; one out at onetime and then the other. 
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@. And are they in the most dangerous part of the district? 
A. Yes, sir; they go through the dangerous part; Engine 9’s 
path goes from their house for their first beat out Meridian street, 
down through Maverick square, down along Sumner street to 
Border, up Border street to New street, down through New street 
and around on to Border again, up Border to Decatur, up Decatur 
to Liverpool, up Liverpool to Central square, from Central square 
back to Border again, and then on to West Eagle and from West 
Eagle down to Meridian. That constitutes about all the fire dis- 
trict on that side; and the next hour they go the other way, — 
they come down around towards the barrel factory, and Engine 40 
takes care of the first section entirely. 

_@. And if your entire department in that district was on a per- 
manent basis J suppose you would establish a fire patrol in the 
other portions of it? 

A. I would have five men out instead of two. 
~ Q. Now, did you know anything about the cutting of the hole 
from the Rice Building, or in the Rice Building, through that par- 
tition wall? 

A. No, sir. I did not. 

@. Did you look at that after the fire? 

A. Yes, sir, I did. 

@. Now, supposing you had been in charge there and had taken 
that position, what. would you bave done under the circumstances ? 

A. I should have put a hole through the wall. 

~Q. Now, do you believe that that is good judgment? 

A. Yes, sir; after the Thanksgiving-day fire, at the Claflin- 
Coburn fire, I.had occasion to be sent into the next building. and 
I immediately put a hole through the wall and put two lines right 
into it, and that was the means of stopping the fire. Where the 
buildings are so deep you have got to get into the middle of them 
in order to get at the main body of the fire, and the hole in the 
wall is not made so large at the start that it would cause any 
trouble whatever. It is a small hole, and the hole is never made 
until you have got anywhere from one to two or three lines there 
ready to put right into it. The hole is made small, and as you get 
the fire down vou enlarge the hole so that you can see what you 
are doing. | 

@. And would you say that that would be good, practical work 
to do, and that you would do it, if it became necessary, and that 
you would believe it became necessary where you couldn’t attack 
the fire from either the rear or the front? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And your theory is, then, that it saves property and stops 
the spread of the fire? 

A. Yes, sir, it does. It has been done ever since I have been 
in the business, and I shall continue to make a hole in a wall until 
I am stopped by somebody higher in authority. 

@. And you would have done that if you had been there that 
day? 

oe Yes, sir, I should. 
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@. About what have been the losses in you district, say during 
1892? 

A. The fire losses? 

Yes, sir. 

A. Well, the fire loss in my district, probably, that was insured 
and uninsured, would be perhaps $100,000. — 

@. That was during — 

A. That was during 1892. 

Q. What was it in the previous year, 1891, if you can tell? 

A. It probably didn’t amount to quite so much the previous year 
— probably $50,000. 

(). Now, how many fires in your district have there been that 
got outside of one building, that were not confined to one build- 
ing? 

‘A. Of all the fires that I have been in charge of there hasn’t 
been but one which got outside of the building in which it started. 

Q. Since when? 

A. Since I have been on the island. 

@). Since when? 

A. Since 1881. . 

@). There has been only one case you know of since that time 
where the fire has spread outside the building in which it origi- 
nated? 

A. That I have been in charge of. 

@. Have you ever learned what the cause of the fire was in the 
Hecht Building? 

A. No, sir, I have not. 

@. The Fire Marshal asked you if you knew? 

A. He asked me if I knew and I told him I couldn’t tell him. 
I never have seen the Fire Marshal around a fire in my district 
until anywhere from one day to six days afterwards, and then he 
sends one of his men around there, and the only information he has 
then is what he gets from the chief of the district the fire might 
be in. 

@. Do you ever ask an investigation in your own district as to 
what the causes of the fires are? 

A. Yes, sir; I always do at every fire I go to. 

@. Keep a record of it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
~ Q. Report it to the Board of Fire Commissioners? 

A. Yes, sir; report it in my fire report, in my opinion the 
cause of the fires. ) 

@. Did you ever have any trouble with your fire-alarm system 
in East Boston? ; 

A. No, sir, I have not. 

@. Have you ever had any cause to make any complaints 
against it? 

A. No, sir, I have not. 

@. (By Commissioner Murruy.) Just a single question. 
This statement was made here at a hearing, Captain Egan, that 
the district chiefs of the Boston Fire Department didn’t live up to 
the law in regard to inspecting their buildings, etc., and the Sec- 
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retary of the Board of Underwriters said he based that conclusion 
on the fact that they came to him to find out what their duties 
were. Have you ever been to him? 

A. No, sir, I have not. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) In regard to the wall at the Hecht 
Building fire —it had fallen before you arrived there, had it? 

«il. I should say that it had, in the Hecht Building. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpuy.) It is a pretty difficult thing, 
captain, sometimes to tell when a wall falls at a fire, isn’t it? 

A. Yes, sir, it is, because there is so much noise around that 
you cannot tell whether it is one thing or another. 

@. You can’t tell whether it is an explosion or whether a wall 
falling ? 

A. It may be one thing or the other; an explosion or a falling 
wall. Now, when I was on top of the Brown Building there were 
three companies on there, and this was evidently either an explo- 
sion or a falling wall. Whether it was the rear wall of the Con- 
stant Building or the rear wall of the Preston Building that fell 
or the wall of the Hecht Building I didn’t know, but the flame 
came over the Brown Building so that one man who was on 
25’s pipe had one side of his face all burned, and he was 
in a pretty bad-looking state, and the flame was so great over 
the wall there that they started to get away, and I just spoke to 
them and told them to go back to their work, and they went back 
immediately without any trouble, and this man who had his face so 
badly burned stayed at work. 

@. The chances were that that was an explosion, when it came 
that way? 

A. It came similar to an explosion, because the flame jumped 
all over the Brown Building. 

@. And that is the way the flame acts when they have an ex- 
plosion ? 

A. Yes, sir; that is the way I recollect at the great fire on 
Congress street, where there were eighteen men brought out at one 
time. There wasn’t any fire there that you could see to speak of, 
and all of a sudden the whole air lit right up, and there were three 
men brought out at that time, and in five minutes afterwards there 
was another hot-air explosion took place and brought out fifteen. 

@. Well, your experience ; while you were down here on Ladder 
1, that gave you every opportunity in the world to acquire every- 
thing in the way of practical experience in regard to these hot-air 
explosions. 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And the fact is that they scatter fire a long distance? 

A. Just like a flash of lightning —the whole air goes afire. 

@. You might go in a building, to all intents and purposes 
which would look just as that did, and there would only be a little 
fire there, and inside of a minute you would have an explosion, 
and the whole building would be afire inside? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. That has been your practical experience quite often? 

A. Yes, sir, that has been my experience. 

Q. How about this last fire, captain, —I think somebody 
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stated that you made a mistake and got into the wrong building. 
Is there any truth in that? 

A. No, sir; I didn’t get into the wrong building that I know 
of. I went up, at the last fire, into the building on the corner of 
Essex street and Essex place. 

(). That is where you were directed to go? 

A. I was spoken to by the assistant chief to look out for the 
hydrants on the Brown-Durell Building. He said, ‘**Get on 
Brown-Durell Building — the roof hydrants,” and I immediately 
tried to get on to the Brown-Durell Building, and getting up 
through this building on the corner saved me from going around 
on the Kingston-street side, and I went up through it and got out 
on to the roof. 

@. Well, you didn’t have to come out of that building and 
make a detour to get around to the Brown-Durell Building ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. You continued through that building to the roof? 

A. Exactly. 

@. Then the statement made that you were ordered to get on 
the Brown-Durell Building and that you got into the wrong build- 
ing, and had to come back, and that it caused a delay, is not true? 

A. It is not true, sir. 

@. (By Commissioner Fircw.) Captain Egan, how many of 
those roof hydrants were there there? Did you find out — did 
you have time? 

A. Well, I didn’t have time, but when I got up over the para- 
pet from the Ludlow Building, I guess they call it, at the corner 
of Essex street and Essex place — when I got on the roof there 
there was probably a parapet five feet high between the two build- 
ings, and I went up over that, and when I went down on the other 
side there was a fire wall on the other side —a fire wall of about 
three feet. It went down on the other side there about three feet 
probably, and when I got on the other side the man who had the 
pipe nearest to that place dropped it right away, and the man that 
came up with me went directly on the other side of the Brown- 
Durell Building and took a pipe there, and I took the pipe that 
this man dropped, and this man, a man with a big black mustache, 
a dark complexioned man, was the next to me, and another one 
was just beyond him, and there was another man there, and when 
the flash came up over that roof it drove everybody and every- 
thing. 

@. (By Commissioner Murruy.) When that flash came up over 
the roof was it a hot-air explosion from the Ames Building fire ? 

A. A black cloud of smoke settled down on that building so 
that you couldn’t see your hand before you, and before that got 
cleared away we saw this flash, which I supposed was an explosion 
on the other side of the passageway, over Essex place. 

@. From the Ames Building? 

MA YES) A1Ts 

Q. The original building that started the fire ? 

A. Yes, sir, the original building, and it drove this flash across 
from the other side of the passageway, Essex place, on to the side 
we were on, into this building, on to the roof of this building. 


286. APPENDIX. 


Q. That passage is twenty-eight feet wide, if my memory 
serves me right — how far back were you from the passage- 
way? 

A, Essex place, you mean? 

Q. .Yes, sir. 

A. J was probably away from that other side of Essex place, on 
the roof of this Brown-Durell Building, not over thirty-five feet. 

@. I want to get at about the distance from the Ames B uild- 
ing, to show the effect of one of these hot-air explosions. 

A. I was pretty close to the wall next to Essex place. All the 
lines were close to the wall, playing across the passageway there, 
and when this cloud of smoke came up from the building and across. 
there I couldn’t see what was happening above on the line, but as 
soon as the flash came everybody went with the exception of my- 
self and this young man who was in his shirt-sleeves. ' 

Q. (By Commissioner Frreu. ) You don’t know how many ep 
drants there were, then, captain? 

A. No, sir; I SAE RE t state. 

_Q. Do you know what the outlets. were? 

A. At the pipe? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. Well, I should say between an inch and a quarter and an 
inch and a half. 

Q. Hose attached ? 

A. Hose attached ; all attached when I got up there. 

Q. (By Commissioner Mourpny. ) Inch-and-a a-quarter hose at- 
tached to the hydrant? 

A. No, sir; at the pipe end, at the nozzle. It was two-and-a- 
erie: hose. 

(By Commissioner Frron.) Had there been any efforts 
ee by the people in the Brown-Durell Building to operate these 
hydrants when you got there? 

A. Yes, sir; those citizens were at work there when I got 
there. 

@. Well, do you think they succeeded in getting them to work? 

A. Yes, sir; they had them at work when [ got there. They 
were playing water-across the passageway when I got to the roof, 
because they had a line at this place here nearest to the passage, 
at the place where I got over, where this man had dropped it, and. 
it was sliding around. 

~Q. Were there any sprinklers, do you know, on those two upper. 
floors? 

A. I couldn’t say; I don’t know. 

Q. (By Mr. Barry.) In order to let the water on — taking 
the late fire, and speaking of these roof hydrants — you had to go, 
to the top of the building in order to turn on the valve to start that. 

water ?: 

A. Well, I haven’t seen any of the roof hydrants at close in- 
spection, and they were connected when I got there, so that I 
couldn’t state whether. the valve was at the top or whether it is an 
open pipe... I couldn’t state whether it was open or whether the 
valve was at the top. 

Q. Now, I want to ask you this, as a matter of opinion, that is all: 
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Supposing that those roof hydrants were so arranged that in order 
to let that water on they could be operated by an arrangement 
down in the lower story and on the outside, having a box there 
that would be opened by a key, the same as the old fire-alarm 
boxes were opened by a key, having that key in the control of the 
engineer, or somebody in the district, so that they might be turned 
on there in order to let that water over the roof, would that be 
of any benefit? 

A. Well, there would have to be somebody there to control the 
lines while they were doing that. 

Q@. (By the Cuarrman.) That is, you mean, in your answer to 
his question, there would have to be some one there on the roof 
in order to direct the stream on the fire? 

A. Yes, there would have to be somebody at,the upper end to 
control it. 

@. (By Commissioner Murrny.) That is, taking his supposi- 
tion, it might be turned on from below, and you might flood the 
roof of the building by doing as he suggests? 

Q@. Oh, yes, sir; you could flood the roof of the building from 
below. 

@. But there would have to be some one above to direet the 
stream ? 

Sy G8* Sirs 

The CHarrmMan. —Is there any person here seh eh Mia the 
underwriters? (No response.) 

Any one representing the Real Estate popociation and Auction 
Board? (No response.) 

Anybody here repr esenting any of the citizens wiito signed the 
petition’ (No reponse.) 


District Curer Epwarp H. SAwyer. 


(By the Cuarrman.) Your full name, sir? 
Edward H. Sawyer. 
And you are connected with the Boston Fire Department? 
I am. 
In what capacity ? 
District chief. 
Of what district ? 
District 8. 
How long have you been connected with the Boston Fite 
Department, sir? 
A. Twenty years. 
@. How long have you been a district chief ? 
A. Eight years, going on nine. 
@. And of course have held all the other positions, captain, 
in the department? 
A. Yes, sir; captain, assistant foreman, ladderman, hoseman, 
axeman, and everything else. 
@. Aud your district comprises all of Roxbury ? 
A. Yes, sir, and Brighton. 
@. The old city of Roxbury? 


peneeenehe 
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A, Part of Roxbury ; everything to the west of Washington 


street to the old Roxbury line. 

Q. Well, now, how many men have you got in that district 
under your cbarge? 

A. Well, there are about one hundred men; that is, permanent 
and call. There are about seventy permanent men and thirty 
call; somewheres near that. 

@. Do you believe that the department would be improved by 
having an entirely permanent force? 

A. Well, I have got all permanent companies with the excep- 
tion of Brighton and Allston. 

@. Well, that is what I am trying to get at. 

A. And I think that permanent companies out there would be 
better than call. 

@. You have in one portion of your district a considerable 
number of manufacturing establishments ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Well, now, about how many manufacturing establishments 
have you in your district, Mr. Chief? - 

A. Well, we have got three large places there; that is, the 
rubber-works, the Roxbury carpet-works, and Tower’s oil-cloth 
works, that Engine 3 covers, and also some smaller places. 

@. And others, I suppose, distributed around through the dis- 
tricts ? 

A. Yes, sir; smaller places. 

@. Those are the largest? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Well, do you consider that portion of the city, that district, 
a country district similar to Brookline or Quincy ? 

a NO} 

@. Well, what would you say if a gentleman should say that 
that portion of that district comprising Roxbury was simply a 
country district? 

A. Well, I should say that that was of about as much impor- 
tance as any part of the city. 

@. You would rather think that it showed want of knowledge 
on his part? : 

A. Oh, no, no. I didn’t understand your question, I will say. 
in the first place — 

@. Well, let me putit to you again. I want to make that clear. 
Task you if you consider that portion of your district which is 
Roxbury and a portion, I suppose, this way, in Boston, where you 
have just told me that these mercantile and manufacturing indus- 
tries are —if you consider that a country district similar to Brook- 
line or Quincy, or some of these other small towns? 

A. No, sir. 

@. It is of more importance? 

A. Yes. sir. 

Q. Now, lask you if astatement of that character was made 
here by a gentleman, if it would indicate a want of judgment on 
his part, not knowing the district, for him to make such a state- 
ment? | 

A. I should say it would. 
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@. Is the Chickering Piano Manufacturing Company in that 

district ? 

Yes, sir. 

Well, that is another large one? 

Yes; that is right on the edge of it. 

Right on the line of your district? 

Partly in mine and partly in another. 

How many men are employed there, do you know? 

In the building? , 

Yes, sir. 

Oh, I couldn’t say ; I guess two hundred or more. 

Is the New England Piano Manufacturing Company in your 
rict ? 

No, sir; that comes in District 9. 

That is just across the line? 

Yes, sir; the other side of Washington street. 

You have to go to the alarms in that district — you cover 


oF 
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Yes, sir. 
And how many other piano manufacturing establishments 
are there in the district that you cover? 

A. In my district? 

Q. That you cover? 

A. Well, I cover the whole South End. 

@. On first alarms ? 

A. On first alarms I cover clear to Jamaica Plain and a part of 
Dorchester, all of Roxbury, Brighton clear to Beacon street, down 
to Dover street and the other side of Washington street. 

@. I want you to calculate in yourown mind, and, of course, you 
can do so with a little time, how many manufacturing establish- 
ments there are in the districts that you cover on first alarms. Why 
I ask you that, Mr. Chief, is, that I want to show that you are not 
a farmer, and that you are not a man who has not had any experi- 
ence, as has been stated here, by reason of covering that district. 
Living in that district, I want to find out whether I have gota 
farmer out there or not? 

A. Well, you want me to take in the whole district ? 

@. Take in the whole district that you cover on first alarms, 
giving the manufacturing establishments there are in that district. 

A. On first alarms; I am ordered out to fires in five different 
districts on first alarms. Do you want me to take in the whole? 

@. Take in the whole; how many manufacturing establishments 
are there in those districts ? 

A. I should say upwards of one hundred, if I take in all those 
districts. 

@. Take them all in; that is what I want to get at; I suppose 
you include all the large breweries and everything else — all the 
large buildings? 

A. Yes, sir; there are fifteen or sixteen breweries. 

@. In your district? 

A;Yes, sir. 

@. And the Boston Belting Company is also in your district? 
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Yes, sir. 

How many cordage factories? 

One cordage factory and the Hancock Inspirator Company. 

And at the other end of your district, in Brighton, we have 
got t a very large one? 

A. Yes, sir; a very large one. 

@. And the Butchers’ Slaughtering and Melting Association ts 
there? 

4 eyes Ait. “ 

@. And you have got the Upton Glue Works? 

A. Yes, ‘sir. 

@. And you have got on the river the Watch Tool Manufactur- 
ing Company, have you not? | 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Is Prang’s establishment in your district? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Well, that is a iarge manufacturing place, is it not, a pretty 
large building? 

A Atis..a “pretty good sized building; it doesn’t cover a great 
deal of ground. 

@. It is a large building? 

A. Yes, sir; a large building. 

@. Well, now, they use ina great many of those manufacturing | 
and industrial establishments in your district considerable combus- 
tible material, do they not? 

IAS Yes, (pir. 

Q. Then, so far as danger of fire is concerned in manufacturing 
establishments, you consider that that is avery important district 
in Boston? 

A. I do, yes, sir. | 

@. Was Chief Webber in that district before you? 

A. He was; yes, sir. 

@. In what capacity? 

- A. He was captain there for a number of years, and then he 
was district chief there. 

@. He was district chief in that district? 

A. Yes, sir. 

-@. And from district chief be came from that district and was 
promoted to be the chief engineer of the department? 

A. He was; yes, sir. 

@. Now, do you know of any other district — taking your dis- 
trict that you cover as a whole — where there are as many manu- 
facturing establishments as there are in yours? 

A. As there are in mine? 

Q. Yes, sir, | 

A. Ithink there are more within District 7. That takes in 
Wareham street. 

Q. Wareham street and around in there? 

A: 2Yes, iit. 

@. Have you ever had occasion during the past year, or I will 
say two years, to make any complaints to the Board of Fire Com- 
missioners of violation.of your rules, breach of discipline, or dis- 
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obedience of orders at a fire—I will put the three questions 
together? 

A. No, sir; never have had occasion to. 

@. How many men haye you reported to the Board of Fire 
Commissioners during the past year? 

None. 

None? 

Oh, yes, one. 

And that was for what cause, sir? 

Well, that was for disobeying the rules and drink. 

What were the findings of the Commissioners on that case? 
Well, he was punished — all his days taken off. 

And you have had no occasion to make any complaints 
since that? 

A. No, sir, I haven't. 

@. How long ago was that, Mr. Chief ? 

A. That was only a short time ago; that was the first time I 
have had occasion to make any complaint for about three or four 
years. 

@. Did you ever have to report any of the officers in your com- 
mand under you? 

A. Yes, sir; it has always been officers, not the men. 

@. I understood you to say it was always the officers, and not 
the men? 

A. Yes, sir; [ have always had more trouble with my officers 
than I have with my men. 

@. And, according to your statement, that has been very 
slight, taking the number of officers and men you have under 
you? 

A. Well, only about three cases in nine years — that is all. 

@. Then you consider the discipline in your district — 

A. Good. . 

@. I understood you to say that you never had occasion to 
either reprimand or suspend a man at a fire for disobeying orders? 

‘A. ‘Never. 

@. And if a man did disobey orders at a fire what would you 
do? 

A. I should suspend him and then report him, — prefer charges 
against him. 

@. Suspend him right there on the spot? 

ios Ba Sir, 

@. Do you know of any suggestions that you might make that 
might improve the discipline of the department in any way, from 
your observation as a fireman? 

A. I don’t know of any; no, sir. 

(). Have you ever had occasion, Mr. Chief, to make any com- 
plaint to the Board of Fire Commissioners as to the quality of the 
hose that was supplied you? 

A. Noy sir. 

@. Well, now, from your experience in the department for the 
number of years you have been there, what would you say as to 
the quality of the hose that is supplied you? 


OROBOROR 


292 APPENDIX. 


A. Well, I have been using for the last twenty years more or 
less hose, and I don’t see but the hose they are using is just as 
good now as it was at any time that | have been connected with 
the department. I don’tsee any difference. 

@. And I suppose you pursue the same rules as all the other dis- 
trict chiefs, that the hose is numbered, and if you have a bursted 
hose you send it to the repair-shop, and it is repaired and returned 
to you if it stands the test? 

A. Yes, sir, it is reported to the Board. That is, we have what 
we call the stub, that gives the length of the hose, the kind, the 
make, etc., and the check goes with the hose to the repair-shop, 
and if it is repaired the check is signed there; it comes back, and 
then the captain signs for it again, and then that paper is sent to 
the Board. 

@. And you have had no occasion to make any complaint in 
that direction? 

eave No. sir: 

@. How is the water pressure in your district? Have you ever 
had any occasion to make complaint as against that? 

A. Only once, and that was at the fire at the city stables. 
There were three alarms of fire there, and when the third alarm 
apparatus came of course we didn’t have water enough for all the 
engines. 

@. Has that been remedied? 

A. That has been remedied ; yes, sir. 

Now, Mr. Chief, we will come down to the morning or the 
day of the tenth of January fire, which was the Hecht Building 
on Federal street. 

Ay Yess, sit. 

Were you at that fire ? 

I was; yes, sir. 

And at what time did you arrive there? 

Well, now, I couldn’t tell. 

What alarm did you come on? 

I came onthe third alarm. I should judge it would take 
me from twelve to fifteen minutes to drive from my headquarters 
to get there. 

(. And were you in your headquarters that morning when that 
alarm came in there? 

A. I was. 

@. And you immediately proceeded to the fire? 

A. I went on the third, as soon as it struck. 

@. You got there somewhere about 8.55 or 9 o’clock ? 

A. Well, I should judge it took me twelve to fifteen minutes. 
I don’t know. 

@. After the third alarm? 

Ayes sesir. 

@. Somewhere in the neighborhood of nine o’clock, then, you 
arrived. Now, whom did you report to when you arrived there ? 

A. I drove right down through Tremont, through Boylston, 
through Essex to South street, left my team there and went into 
Waverley place. 
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@. Is that on that map there? 

A. No, I guess not (examining). Oh, yes, it is, coming in 
here. Here is the place whatever it is, right here. There is where 
. I came in, in here from the street there. I went right directly in- 
to the Rice Building. 

@. Now, you go on and state what position you took, what 
orders you received, and whom you talked with at that fire up to 
the time you left, in your own way. Relate it in your own way. 

A, I went directly into the Rice Building, and on the first floor 
there was one line there that ran to the rear. I went up on tothe 
second floor, and I saw the light of the fire through the rear 
windows, and the shutters were open, and I went immediately be- 
low to get lines up. Waverley place is the place I went in, and I 
came down to get some lines, and I met Assistant Chief Regan, and 
he wanted to get some lines on to the roof. I assisted him to get 
the lines on to the roof. 

@. Of the Rice Building? 

A. Of the Rice Building; also I got one line on the third 
floor, to cut it off from those windows, and then started to go to 
the roof again. I met the Assistant Chief, and he told me to go 
with him, and he carried me on top of the building, and he pointed 
over across to where this building was all afire. 

@. That is, the Hecht Building? 

A. No, the other one. 

@. The Constant or the Preston? 

A. The iron front one, the Constant, yes; and he says, ‘‘ That 
is Summer street,and I want you to go right around here and 
go down on Summer street, and report to the chief, and get lines 
on to the roofs of those buildings each side of the one that is burn- 
ing.” I went around and saw the chief and reported to him; but 
they were getting lines then on the roofs on both sides of this 
building. I went into this next one, French’s Building, and I 
worked there until the fire was over. ‘There was one line here, 
Engine 22’s line was in there. The place was filled up with smoke, 
and I followed the line until I came to the rear, and they had a 
pretty brisk fire in the rear of the store, on the first floor, and we 
fought it there. There was another line there; I don’t know what 
company it was. They fought it there for some time, but couldn’t 
seem to gain much headway, and as the smoke lifted I saw that 
the fire was gone in the rear, and there was a good deal of fire 
coming from below. Well, I was afraid it would work under us, 
so I found a stairway and went down in the basement, and it was 
well filled up with smoke ; but anyway I poked my way through until 
I came to the rear, and I found that the walls had come over and 
carried everything to the ground, and that is where this fire was 
coming from, you know, from this broken timber and stuff. I 
then went out and got a line from the street and got it into the 
basement, and I checked that in about fifteen or twenty minutes, and 
I then tried to get on to the third floor. Chief Webber gave me a line 
from the street. The stairway was all afire. We worked by the 
stairway for a spell until the goods began to come down, and then 
the timbers came, the floors gave way and dropped on the stairway 
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so that we couldn’t get up. I then went up on the main floor and 
worked there and on the basement until the fire was out, and held 
that fire in the basement. 

@. That is what building? 

A. That is French’s Building, the nearest stone building to the 
Constant (examining plan). Oh, yes, the Preston. Well, it is 
the one I have called the French Building. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpnuy.) It is the building there — the 
Preston Building ? 

A. Yes; that is the building. Well, I call this Constant Build- 
ing the iron front and the Preston was the stone front. The Con- 
stant Building was an iron front. Well, I worked there until I got 
the fire ail out there, and then I went into this building and com- 
menced to clean out, and to work into the rear on the second floor 
to get at the fire and put it out, and [ was relieved at six o’clock, 
along in the evening,—at 6 P.M. I went home. The fire was 
then burning in that same building, and the broken timbers, the 
floors, roof, and everything, bad all gone in together. 

@. That is, after you left the Preston Building you went into 
the Constant Building ¢ 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And worked Hien until six o’clock ? 

As Yes, sir. 

Q). And both those buildings were gone on the inside, were 
they, then, completely ? 

A. The Constant Building was, but the French, the other one 
—the Preston, the first floor remained, and the basement, and all 
the goods on the first floor and the basement were all right. 

@. And that is where you fought the fire ? 

A. Yes, sir; and the second floor was left, you know, but in 
the other one it went clean down to the first floor. 

@. How many lines did you have in that building? 

A. Well, part of the time I had three, and there was a good 
deal of the time I had only one. They kept pulling them out, 
you know, to fight the fire from above, because they couldn’t get 
any up the stairway. 

@. Did you meet Superintendent Abbott that morning, of the 
Protective Department, or at any time during the day? 

A. Yes, sir; I saw him there a number of times. 
~ @. Did you have any conversation with him? 

A. Yes, sir— no, sir; no more than he was siphoning the cellar 
out, and I asked him if he was gaining, and that is all. Thatis 
all the conversation. 

@. You, of course, were not acquainted with this areaway they 
make so much talk about? 

A; ‘No. 

@. Did you know of the cutting of the hole through the Rice 
Building to get at the Hecht Building? 

A. No, sir; I wasn’t there on that side. 


@. Did you examine that hole there at ¢ any time afterwards ? 
A. No,:sir: 
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@. Well, what is your opinion of the cutting of holes in a build- 
ing? 

A. Well, we have always done it ever since I have been in the 
Fire Department. 

@. Well, would you have done it if you had been there in 
charge yourself at that building? 

A. I should, providing everything was all right. It would have 
been according to what way the wind was, and whether there was 
liability of any back draft on me or not. I should take great care 
to look out for that. 

@. You would look out for that? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. But under all other circumstances, in order to stop the 
spread of the fire and save property, you would have done just 
what was done there? 

A. I have done it myself. 

@. Where have you ever done it? 

A. On Albany street —a year and a half or two years ago. 

@. What was the result of that cutting at that time? 

' A. Well, that is the building where Dr. Greene makes his 
Nervura. By doing that I kept the fire back. 


@. Have you ever had any talk with the Fire Marshal? 
A. No, sir; I haven’t seen him. 

@. Did you appear before him as a witness? 

Ase, NOS SIT. 

@. Wasn’t called in? 

NOW SILs 

Q. 


Have you ever gone yourself to any of the inspectors of 
the Board of Underwriters to have them give you information or 
instruct you as to what your duties were? 

No, sir; never, never have been to them at all. 

Do you know any of them? 

I don’t. 

Do you know the secretary ? 

I don’t know as I know a man that belongs to them. 

Do you know the secretary of the Board “of Under writers, 
Osbor ne Howes, Jr. 

A. I don’t know him and I shouldn’t know him if I should meet 
him. 

.@. And you never have had any conversation in any way, 
shape, or form with any of their inspectors? 

A. Not one, no, sir. 

_@. Do you make an inspection of all the buildings in your dis- 
trict? 

A. Yes,, sir. 

@. How often? ; 

A. Well, I cannot get around to them all in one month, you 
know. Of course, I keep going from one to another. ‘The brew- 
ers I don’t go to so often as I do to the manufacturing places, be- 
cause they are safer buildings ; they don’t have so much combusti- 
ble stuff lying around. But the manufacturing places, and such 
places as that, I go around to as often as I can. 
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@. Are there any of your officers who go? 

A. Oh, yes; I generally take the captains with me, the officers 
with me where I can, and Engine 14’s captain goes when he has a 
chance, you know, and patrols his own district — has a certain 
district he looks after. 

@. Have you ever had occasion on your visits to any of these 
manufacturing establishments to call the attention of the owners 
or occupants to any material that you thought might be the cause 
of a fire, from being laid around in a careless way ? 

A. Oh, yes; when I see anything in the way of shavings that I 
think ought to be taken care of I have always gone for them to do 
so, and they have always done so. I remember a short time ago at 
the old Hook Organ factory they had a large quantity of shavings 
there and edgings, one thing and another, which had been collect- 
ing since I had been there, and I called their attention to it and 
they took care of it right away; and then at the Bank Note Com- 
pany’s place they had a lot of paper and such things as that, and 
I spoke to them about it, and they took care of it immediately, 
right the same day. They have always been very good about that. 
I never have had any trouble. 

@. And where you find anything lying around in violation of 
the ordinances, you act yourself ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Try to have it remedied? 

A. Yes, sir; and then if they don’t take care of it I would 
report it to the Board, but I never have had occasion to. 

@. They have always complied ? 

A. Always complied. 

@. Have you ever been to any of the other large cities of the 
country, Chicago and New York? 

A. Oh, I have been through them, but I never visited the de- 
partments at all. ) 

@. Never visited the departments ? 

A. No, sir; always kept away from them. I get enough, all I 
want, right here. 

@. I understand you now to say that you have never met one 
of the inspectors of the underwriters making any examination of 
any of the manufacturing places in your district? 

A. Never, to know them, no, sir; never. 

@. Has any one of the owners ever reported to you that they 
have been there? 

A. No, sir; I don’t know them ; don’t know any of them. 

@. You, I suppose, have occasion to meet some of the in- 
spectors of buildings of our department? 

A. Oh, I very often meet them ;yes, sir. I know them, and am 
acquainted with them. 

@. Find them at fires occasionally ? 

A. Well, yes, I have seen them at fires and also at other times 
they have come around. I have called their attention to a number ~ 
of buildings that I thought were unsafe, you know— that is, 
foundations — and they have remedied it. 
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@. I suppose the two departments, the Fire Department and 
the Department for the Inspection of Buildings, work in har- 
mony ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. You have never had any cause for complaint against that 
department? 

A. Never had any cause to complain. 

@. After you had taken your position in the Preston or the 
Constant Building, either one of those buildings there, the fire was 
held there by those under your command, was it? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Didn’t get outside? 

A. No, sir; kept under management. 

@. Have you ever had much trouble with the overhead wires? 

A. Well, no, not out our way we haven’t had a great deal of 
trouble. We don’t have them quite so thick out there as we do in 
town. The streets and the sidewalks as a general thing are 
broader out there. 

@. From your observations in making tours of inspection have 
you been led to believe that there was any carelessness on the part 
of the owners or occupants as far as fire is concerned ? 

Oh — 

Or are they careful? 

Well, they are as a general thing very careful. 

As a general rule very careful? 

yy G81 6iT. 

What have been the losses during 1891 in your district, if 
you can remember? 

A. I don’t know I wouldn’t want to say without looking at the 
book. Without looking it over, simply recalling it, I would say it 
hasn’t been very great in my district. 

@. Well, about how much would you say? 

A. For 1891? 

@. Yes, 1891, say — well, say 1892. 

A. Well, in 1891 or 1892 I don’t think there was much loss. 
The heaviest one I have had was at Brighton, your home, and that 
is the fire at Mr. Hano’s. That is the heaviest one I have had for 
the last three years. 

@. What was the loss there? 

A. I don’t recollect what the loss was there. 

@. How many fires in your district have extended beyond the 
building in which they originated ? 

A. This last year? 

Q@. Well, take this last year — 1892. 

A. Well, now, a man wants a pretty good memory to remember 
all the fires. I wouldn’t want to say, but I don’t think there were 
more than two or three, anyway, during that time. 

@. And how many buildings did they extend to beyond that one 
—how many buildings outside of the one in which the fire origi- 
nated, those two or three? 

A. Well, I don’t think there has been any of them over three 
buildings, with the exception of that one in Brighton, you know, 
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Q. That block? 

PY BE EST, 

@. Have you a street patrol in your district ? 

Ase Yes; Sir: 

@. And that, I suppose, is conducted under the rules of the de- 
partment? 

Awe b ss Ves, Sir. 

@. That continues from eight in the evening until what hour in 
the morning ? 

A. Six o’clock in the morning ; eight to six. 

(). How many men have you out on street patrol in your dis- 
trict? 

A. I have three companies patrolling. 

@. And you have them, I suppose, patrolling the manufacturing 
district, principally ? 

A. Principally, yes, sir; the manufacturing district. 

@. Now, Mr. Chief, being a country member of the Fire De- 
partment having a little experience, what is your opinion of the 
way in which that Hecht fire was handled, leaving your own services 
out? I will have you take the rest of the department. 

A. Well, as far as I saw I think it was handled as well as it 
could be handled, with the amount of fire there was there and the 
tumbling buildings; and no matter who had charge of it it couldn’t 
have been handled any better. We can go to fires and put them 
out, but we cannot hold up six-story buildings from tumbling. 

@. What is your opinion of Chief Webber as a fireman ? 

A. Well, my opinion is that he is a good, able, level-headed 
fireman. Ihave been doing fire duty for twenty years and I have 
been to a great many fires with him, and he has had no large fires 
down town but what I have been with him, and my opinion is that 
he is as good as they make them. 

@. Do you think that that fire could have been handled any better 
by any other man in the department than it was by Chief Webber? 

A. No, sir, I don’t, and it might have been handled worse if 
some of them got at it, in my opinion. 

@. Your district, the district covered by you, has been for many 
years an extensive manufacturing district, has it not, Mr. 
Chief? 

A. Yes, sir; I guess the old rubber-works, and the carpet- 
works, and the Chickerings, are pretty old establishments, and 
have been there a good many years. 

@. The Hook Organ Company’s works are also in your district, 
are they not? 

A. Yes, sir; but that hasn’t been running, you know, for a 
number of years. 

@. Well, the building is there? 

A. Yes, sir; but it isn’t so dangerous as it was. It has been 
cut up a good deal since then. 

(). Well, for twenty years back you have had a large number 
of these manufacturing establishments in your district ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Quite a number of them? 
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AL Veet sir: 

@. And the Hooks has been one of them for at least twenty 
years, until within a few years, when it suspended work. 

A. Yes, sir; then there is the Whittier Company. Their build- 
ings are standing there, but the works are not running now, you 
know. They have moved away. 

@. Then I will ask you again, if you consider the district of 
which you have charge a country district, the same as a country 
district ? 

A. Do I consider it so? 

@. Yes, sir. 

A. No, I don’t consider myself a countryman, and I don’t con- 
sider that that is a country district. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpuy.) The Sewall-Day Cordage 
Works was formerly in the Boston end of your district before it 
went out to Brighton? 

Viiwypes, Sit. 

@. What was your occupation before you became a regular 
member of the Boston Fire Department? 

al. Carpenter and builder — carried on business. 

@. You have had considerable experience in erecting buildings ? 

A. Well, for about twenty-five years I worked at it. 

@. I want to ask, from your experience, based on your experi- 
ence as a builder as well as a fireman, what do you consider the 
condition of the Hecht walls that fell on the Summer-street build- 
ings and the walls that fell on the water-works building? Do you 
consider that they were properly built twenty-four-inch brick 
walls ? 

A. No, sir, I don’t. If they were twenty-four-inch walls I 
don’t believe they ever would have fallen. Because, take the 
front wall, itis only a twelve-inch wall, and that stood, and it 
was all cut up with windows, and it doesn’t seem possible that 
those other walls could have been sixteen-inch walls there, or they 
never would have fallen the way they did. Here is where this wall 
came on to the Summer-street buildings, and it is my judgment 
that if there had been lines in there before there was any fire came, 
before this wall came, the chances are that the men would have 
been killed or buried up there. 

@. Then, as far as that is concerned, considering the bad con- 
dition of the walls and the way they fell, if the men had got in 
the rear of those Summer-street buildings, so as to play across 
that eight-foot area, every man who had gone in there would prob- 
ably have been killed ? 

A. I think they would have been all killed, because from where 
I could see in the basement, when I went down there to fight that 
fire, there was nothing but a huge pile of fallen timbers and bricks, 
and the men couldn’t possibly have escaped if they had been there. 
They had all evidently fallen there from above, coming from the 
wall of the Hecht Building, and there wouldn’t have been the 
slightest chance for the men to escape. 

@. So, all things considered, it was a fortunate thing that the 
fire travelled across that area, and that the men were not able to 
get into that area? 
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A. Yes, sir, I think so; and if they had got their lines in there 
they never would have saved these buildings. 

@. The volume of fire was too great? 

A. Yes; and when the wall fell, you know, there was probably 
such a draught through there that nothing could stand up before it. 

@. One of those hot-air draughts? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpny.) Mr. Chairman,this is the last of 
the district chiefs who were present at the fire. We will call the 
rest of the district chiefs, if you so wish, and in the meantime we 
would like to have you examine the drill-master of the department, 
who will give you an idea of how the men are prepared for the 
service. Certain questions have been asked by members of the 
committee on that point, and I think a little enlightenment in that 
direction will not do any harm, if the committee so desire. Mean- 
time, is it your wish that we should send for the other district 
chiefs and have them here? 

The Cuairman. — Who are the other district chiefs ? 

Commissioner Murpuy. — District Chief Hewins, who is out in 
the extreme country part of the city, and District Chief Gaylord. 
I think that covers the whole number of district chiefs. Mr. Gay- 
lord is in a very important district. Although he was not at. this 
fire on Summer street, yet he covers a very large manufacturing 
district. 

The Cuarrman. — Where? 

Commissioner Murray. — The district there that Alderman 
Dever represents in part. 

The CuarrmMan. — Part of Roxbury? 

Commissioner Murpuy. — Yes. 

The CHairnMANn. — Well, I think we had better have him in here 
and get his judgment. 


Statement by Caprgin JOHN GRapy. 


(By the Cuarrman.) Your full name, sir? 

My name is John Grady. 

And you are connected with the Boston Fire Department? 
Yes, sir. 

What position do you hold? 

I am captain and also drill-master. 

And stationed where? 

Ladder 3, Harrison avenue, just south of Dover street. 
Do you respond to any alarms of fire? 

Yes, sir, all that my company responds to. 

And you are captain of what company? 

Ladder 3. 

How long have you been connected with the department, 
ain? 

A. I have been a permanent man nineteen years. 

@. And how long an officer? 

A. IJ have been ten years an officer. 

@. That is taken out of the nineteen? 
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Yes, sir; nine years a private and ten an officer. 

You, I suppose, were at the Hecht Building fire? 

Yes, sir; we went there on the third alarm. 

- Were you there when the water-tower was being put into 
position ? 

A. No, sir; we were on the Waverly place part of the fire, the 
right side of the fire. 

@. Now, captain, will vou go on and state to the committee 
here what the instructions are when men are appointed? I sup- 
pose they are appointed as substitutes first, are they not, in the 
department? 

A SY OSS Str. 

@. And they report to you? 

SA WV CGy Sire 

@. Now, will you go on in your own way and state what course 
or what practice you put them through, and how you make your 
reports, and to whom? Go on and state in your own way without 
any questions whatever. 

A. Well, the Commissioners will appoint a batch of men, sub- 
ject to going through the drill school for thirty days, and we are 
drilling them, whenever it is required, in the old sugar-house 
in East Boston, a nine-story building. And the first movement 
they go through with is with the Pompier ladders. You probably 
have read of the Pompier ladders, and have seen the ladders with 
cross pieces on them and a hook to throw into a window. I then 
20 with each individual man in the school through the drill with 
those Pompier ladders, learning how to throw them, and go from 
window to window. We have several drills with them, four or five 
drills, involving a drill where they are swinging from window to 
window outside a building and making a chain of ladders. Then 
we put them through the rope drill, coming down on the outside 
of a building themselves, and bringing two or three others down 
with them with the life-belt that all the companies carry ; each com- 
pany carries two with them. ‘They wind the rope right around 
them. ‘Then, when they have gone through that, we jump them 
into the net twenty-two feet. Then they learn how to use the net, 
having two dummies, one weighing one hundred pounds and one 
weighing one hundred and fifty pounds, shaped like a man, made 
of canvas on the outside and stuffed with hair, and with sand to 
get the weight. We throw that four stories. They all have to 
take their turns at holding the net, all looking up; then we have 
them turn their backs to the building, turn their backs to the net, 
and go through the same performance, not allowing them to look 
up. That gives them confidence, so that they will not drop the 
net when anybody jumps into in. The confidence which they get 
in handling the net, I think, was well illustrated at the last fire, 
when they hung on to the net, and saved so many lives with it at 
the last fire. Then they are drilled in the duties of the life-saving 
corps thoroughly, that is, with the Pompier ladders, the rope, and 
the net. Then we put them through the ordinary firedrill with all 
our ladders — Bangor ladders, etc. They learn all about those 
thoroughly, and then they learn the hose drill thoroughly. 
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@. What about the hose drill, — what do you have them do in 
connection with that? 

A. We have them couple a line of hose on to the hydrant, 
running a line right off the wagon, and having it ready to play; 
and then we have them take these Bangor ladders, make the pipe 
fast, hoist the ladder, and then pass up the ladder, dropping a man 
at every floor, so that we will get the men up through the building 
quick. We drill them thoroughly in regard to the hose and lad- 
ders, so that when you send a man from an engine company toa 
ladder company he is thoroughly conversant with all branches of 
the business; and we have a fac-simile of all the tools used by the 
department there. The Siamese connections, and everything used 
by the department we have there, and there is no excuse for a man 
in an engine company to plead ignorance, that he don’t know about 
the duties of a ladder company ; for instance, on being transferred 
from an engine company to a ladder company, transferred from one 
company to another. An engine company man can be transferred 
into a ladder company, therefore, and thoroughly understand the 
duties, knowing what he is expected to do, or vice versa. They have 
thirty days’ drill in the school, from ten to twelve in the morning, 
and from three to five afternoons, and they report then to their 
quarters the rest of the time; then if atthe end of that time they 
don’t come up to my standard, don’t go up a ladder properly,. 
heavy in the legs, etc., I make an individual report to the Com- 
missioners, recommend that they be kept there twenty or thirty 
days longer. The Board always sends them back, and then if at 
the end of that time they don’t come up to the standard, I report 
the fact to the Board, and the Board generally attends to the rest 
of it, generally gives them a chance to resign, because they are not 
fit to be members of the department. 

@. Have you had occasion to report many of them as unfit for 
the service? 

A. Yes, sir; then we have quite a number come through the 
civil service, and they are ordered by the Board to report for 
appointment, and after they come there, and see what has to be 
done, and what they have to do, they won't go any farther. 

@. Quit there? 

A. Quit there. 

@. How many men have you reported as unfit. for service, say 
in 1891 and 1892? 

A. Well, the drill school has been inaugurated the last four - 
years, and I should judge probably in all that time there might have 
been — do you mean the men I have reported in every way, having 
the time extended, ete. ? 

@. Well, those that are reported; first we will take those who 
had their time extended, for example. Of course, we don’t ex- 
pect you to give it exactly unless you have got your memorandum 
book with you, your record? 

A. Well, I have had to report quite a number who have had 
their time extended; probably 15 or 20 have had their time 
extended. 

@. Each year? 
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A. Oh, no, sir, altogther, the last four years. 

(@. And how many men have there been reported to you by the 
Commissioners that were unfit for duty? 

A. That couldn’t pass the drill school possibly ? 

@. Yes, sir; couldn’t possibly pass — how many each year dur- 
ing the four years? 

“A, Well, ‘they will average about three, I should think every 
year. 

@. About three a year? 

A. Three a year that couldn’t pass. 

@. About what has been the number that have reported down 
there, and when they have seen the character of the work have 
refused to take any part? 

A. Well, you see I couldn’t tell that, you know. They 
wouldn’t want to give themselves away; they would come there 
and see what they would have to go through, and get out, and 
wouldn’t report to the Board for appointment. That would be 
the end of it. 

@. You drill the men in making connections to hydrants ? 

A. Oh, yes, sir; all that business. 

(. Engines? 

A Yes, sir; the connecting of the hose with the engines and 
hydrants, and everything of that kind, and they also learn to put 
the couplings down easy so that they won’t jam them. 

@. Do you give them any lectures upon how to combat or fight 
fires? 

A. No, sir; nothing more than taking their lines up on toa 
building, up on to ladders, etc., and how to make them fas 
such things as that would come under me, everything in that line. 

@. Do the members of the department have any instructions, 
or have any emergency lectures ? 

Yes, sir. 

Do you give them? 

No, the emergency doctors give them. 

There is a doctor does that? 

Yes, sir; but all members of the Boston Fire Department 
under forty years of age have been through the drill school, and 
all over forty would have to go through ; if they didn’t they would 
forfeit their right to promotion. If you were over forty years of 
age, and you declined to go through, if you hadn’t been through, 
you would forfeit your right to promotion. 

@. Then all of the men that are in the department, or about 
all of them, have gone through the drill school ? 

A. Yes, sir; there have been quite a number excused that are 
over forty. 

@. And where they got excused they have lost their right to 
make application for promotion? 

A. Yes, sir; they have forfeited their right to anything in the 
line of promotion. That is their choice, to go through the drill 
school or forfeit their right to promotion. 

@. Who is your district chief? 

A. District Chief Keyes. 
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Did you ever, Captain Grady, visit any of the other depart- 
ments of the country; that is, in other cities ? 

Yes, sir; I have travelled a good deal. 

Been to Chicago? 

Been to Chicago; yes, sir. 

Ever examine tiie workings of the department there? 

Yes, sir; I have been through it. 

How long ago? 

When I was on my vacation last year I went off to Chi- 
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How long did you remain there? 

Possibly a couple of weeks. 

And did you note carefully the workings of the department 
there? 

A. Yes, sir; Iam somewhat acquainted there with the officers, 
and also with the chief. 

@. Did you look into the discipline of the department and the 
rules of their department? 

A. Well, I couldn’t very well look into the rules, you know. 
It is something that one fireman wouldn’t be apt to look at— 
another city’s rules, etc. | 

@. I suppose you have read the rules of their department? 

A. I have read some of their rules. 

Q. Well, now, what would you say as to the discipline of the 
Chicago department as compared with Boston? 

A. Well, I should say that if the good people of Boston should 
go on to Chicago and see the firemen sitting around the doors the 
way they did when I was there, smoking pipes and _ spitting 
around the sidewalk, I don’t know what they would think of it. 

@. And they do that there? 

A. Yes, sir; do it there and go around to bar-rooms three or 
four at a lick, and walk around the streets with their coats unbut- 
toned. 

@. What do you mean — that they go into bar-rooms when they 
are on duty? 

A. Yes, sir, on duty. 

@. And no complaint ever made about it? 

A. Well, you know the Western people are a little different from 
the people in the East here. 

@. Iam only trying to get at what you saw from your own ex- 
perience — you saw them going into bar-rooms when they were on 
duty ? 

A. Yes, sir, bar-rooms. 

@. Did you ever see a man drunk? 

A. Yes, sir, I did see a man drunk on the streets of Chicago 
last October. 

@. While you were there did you ever see any man leave the 
house and go to a bar-room to get a drink? 

A. Well, I couldn’t say as to that, but they were on the street 
and in uniform, and, of course, must have been on duty. 

@. Well, do you know what the penalty is there for a man that 
gets reported for going into a bar-room, or is there any? 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 305 


A. I don’t think there is any rule about that. 

Q. Well, now, while you were there were there any fires there, 
— did you see any fires there? 

A. Yes, sir; I went to some fires while I was there. 

@. Well, how does their department compare with the Boston 
department in the handling of fires, the management, from your 
own observation, you know? 

A. Well, I don’t think they can give us any. points in putting 
out fires in Chicago. 

@. And you think the rules of the department in Boston are 
lived up to better, and that they are stronger, than those in Chi- 
cago? . 

A. Yes, sir; I think the rules are stricter in Boston than in any 
other city in the country. 

@. Now, during your time there, captain, did you observe that 
there was any rule laid down by the chief of that department or 
any of the officers whereby when a man got to a fire he knew just 
what he had to do and where he was to be stationed on the 
moment that he arrived at the fire? 

WAN, sir: 

Q. Well, is that practicable; is it possible that that could be 
done? 

A. Well, here in Boston our rule is that we all have to report 
to the chief of the department. If I go to a third-alarm fire I 
hunt the chief up, report to him, and ask him where he wants me 
to go. 

@. I don’t mean as to your officers, but from your observations 
in Chicago — I want you to clearly get this so that you will under- 
stand me; I may not have left it so that you can, but I am trying 
to. During your time in Chicago you say you visited some of the 
officers that were there. Now, from your observations would you 
say that the men were so drilled in the various houses of the de- 
partment in Chicago that when they arrived at the scene of a fire 
they knew just what they were going to do and where they were 
going to be stationed? 

A. No, sir; they are not drilled to quite that extent. 

@. Not drilled in that way? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Then astatement of that kind would be incorrect, from what 
you have seen, from the observations you have made ? 

A. Yes, sir; if it is so, they don’t live up to it. 

@. Well, is it possible, taking it from your experience, that 
that could be possibly done, taking the different circumstances and 
surroundings that occur at every fire? Is it possible that you 
might go and say to one of your men that when he got there he 
would go to the end of the truck, the forward part of the truck, 
and take off a ten-foot ladder or a twenty-foot ladder? Is that 
possible, to educate them up in that way, taking all the different 
surroundings and circumstances connected with different fires ? 

A. You can’t do that, because, taking my own case, you 
wouldn’t want me to throw a forty-foot ladder where a ten-foot 
ladder would do, 
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@. That is what we are trying to get at. From your experience, 
is it practicable ? 

d. It can’t be done. No two fires are alike. 

@. And the surroundings that occur at a fire make it impossi- 
ble to have that effected ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That is, when a man starts, that he should know just what 
he is going to do when he gets there? 

A. He can’t do it. 

@. Your men, I suppose, in an engine company, know that the 
first thing they have got to do is to make their connections. 

A. The engine connects, and the hose carriage stands ready, and 
the captain reports to the officer in command of the fire. 

@. And is told where to go? 

A. Yes, sir; and takes his line. 

(). That is done here in Boston? 

A. Yes, sir; the ladder captain runs ahead, as he wants to see 
whether it is a.ten-story building or a two-story building, so as to 
be able to take off what ladders “they need. 

@. Are they more advanced in discipline in -that respect in 
Chicago than they are in Boston? 

I have answered that. 

They are not? 

No, sir. 

Have you ever visited any of the other large cities? 
St. Louis, Chicago, and New York. 

Have you been to New York? 

Yes, sir. 

How is the discipline there as compared with Boston? 
I don’t think it is so strict as in Boston. 

Well, how is it in St. Louis? 

It-is very slack in St. Louis? 

I guess that is right, ais I have been there myself. Have 
you ever : been to Kansas City ? 

As) No, sir; ‘but. liam acquainted with the chief of the Kansas 
City department. 

@. But you know nothing about the workings of the depart- 
ment there? 

A. No, sir; the chief of the Kansas City department was at the 
drill school one year, and he said if the Western firemen had to 
fight fires in Boston they would be panic-stricken. He told me 
that at the drill school — on account of our narrow streets. — 

@. You have been drill-master of the Boston Fire Department 
four years ? 

A. Four years; yes, sir. 

@. Now, captain, would you undertake the task as a drill mas- 
ter and with your experience, of taking the entire department of 
Boston, and drilling its men here, so that when they arrived ata 
fire they would know just what position to take when they got 
there? 

A. You cannot do that, because if they knew — 

@. Iask you, would you undertake that task? 


Zopopohohonon 
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A. Well, if I knew what kind of a fire I was going to fight — 

@. Well, leaving that out; taking it in a broad, general way. 
I understand that, but I want to get an answer — yes or no. 

A. No, sir; it is impossible to do it. 

@. Impossible; and why do you say it is impossible ? 

A. Well, there are no two fires alike. You might go to one 
fire and it would be a bed fire, and another fire would be a Hecht 
fire. 

Q. Or an Underhay oil fire ? 

JAS SY es faire 

@. Well, do you visit the manufacturing establishments in your 
district ? 

A. All buildings in the patrolled district; yes, sir. 

@. And are you obliged, under your rules, to make any report 
after you make your tour of inspection? 

A. Make areport to the district chief, so that everything will 
be all right—report that stairs are blocked up, when they are 
- blocked up, ete. 

And I suppose you keep a record when you visit them ? 
Yes, sir. 

That is, at your company quarters? 

Yes, sir; at company quarters keep a record. 

And that record can be referred to at any time? 

YY O65, 810: 

Have vou ever heard any complaint made about the quality 
of the hose purchased by the Board of Fire Commissioners ? 

A. Not a bit, only what I see in the press. 

Q. Now, you, I suppose, would certainly recommend the con- 
tinuance of the drill school? 

A. Yes, sir; I would, surely. 

@. And why do you reccommend it? Now, let us have some 
reasons why you recommend it from your standpoint as a drill- 
master? 

A. Well, if you appoint a new man and send him to a company 
he would have to lay around there to find out what he would have 
to do. He would have to go to fires, wouldn’t he, in order to learn 
how to act, to learn what to do? Wouldn’t he? 

@. Yes, sir; I suppose so. 

«1. The old-fashioned way was to lay around the house and 
go to fires and learn how to act, what to do in that way, and they 
now learn all those things at the,drill-school and know how to act 
intelligently, and work, and take advantage of the situation, ete. 

And you believed that it was a great improvement, that it 
was a good adjunct to the department to establish the drill school ? 

A. Yes, sir, a capital thing; the best thing that was ever in- 
augurated in the Boston Fire Department. 

@. Do you know any other departments in the country that 
have it? 

A. There are only two cities in the country that have it, Boston 
and New York. 

@. When was the New York school established, prior to Bos- 
ton? 
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A. Just a little while prior to Boston, yes, sir. 

@. Chicago hasn’t got any drill school? 

A. No, sir; Chicago has not, and St. Louis hasn’t any drill 
school. 

@. During your tours of inspection, captain, of your district, 
and the district which you cover, have you ever run across any of 
the inspectors of the Board of Underwriters? 

A. No, sir, never — not one of them. 

@. And, of course, if you haven’t seen any of them you never 
have had occasion to ask any of them for information ? 

A, No, sir 

@. Do you meet the inspectors of the Inspection of Buildings 
Department ? 

A. After a fire we meet them around. At a still-alarm they 
might not report, or they might be there. We do meet them 
around at different times. But at a fire I don’t meet them, or 
rather they are not where I am at a fire. 

@. Well, have you any suggestions you would offer or make as 
to any improvement that might be inaugurated by the department 
so far as the drilling of the drill department, the drill school, is 
concerned ? 

A. No, sir; nothing more than that when we get our new quar- 
ters, I think if we had a company drill it would be an improve- 
ment. 

Q. A company drill? 

A. Yes, sir, a company drill. 

(. And that, I suppose, you have already recommended ? 

A. Yes; sir’ TL think: the ‘Board intends to inaugurate that — to 
have every company drill at the drill school. 

@. You have had consultations with the Board quite often, I 
suppose, in relation to this drill school? 

Ay SY es," sir 

@. And whatever suggestions or recommendations you have 
made have been carried out? 

A. Always, willingly; anything I have recommended. 

@. Have you ever applied for apparatus or implements, so far 
as the drill school was concerned, that have not been supplied to 
you by the Board of Fire Commissioners ? 

A. No, sir; I always got whatever I asked for. 

@. And did the Commissioners, when you made your recom- 
mendations as to company drills, acquiesce and coincide with you 
that they thought it would be a good thing? 

Yes, ‘sir 

@. And you believe that it would be for the best interests of 
the department. 

A. I believe it would be a capital thing for the Be panne 

@. For the department as a whole? 

A. Yes, sir; then you can tell how each company is equipped, 
and what they have got to fight fires with, etc. 

@. Well, you would have all the companies come to your head- 
quarters, or would you go to the various houses? 

A. Have them come and report to the drill school, have the 
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different ladder companies throw their ladders and see what im- 
plements they had on their apparatus to fight fires with, also 
having the Afrial Engine Company go to work und carry a line 
through the building, and having them connect the engine 
with the hydrant, and having the other engineers run their engines 
etc. 

(. You weren’t summoned before Mr. Whitcomb? 

i. UNGy BiG 

@. (By Commissioner Fircu). Captain Grady, you speak of 
the old-fashioned way and the new-fashioned way. Of course, 
you have had under you members of the old department — that is, 
men appointed prior to five years ago; did vou find any of the old 
men that were quite ignorant of some of the fundamental princi- 
ples of the Fire Department? 

A. Yes, sir, I did; very ignorant. 

@. Some who had been in engine companies and didn’t know 
how to handle a ladder ? 

A. I have had enginemen who didn’t know the first principles 
of handling a ladder; never handled a ladder until they were at the 
drill school. 

@. Did you ever find a ladderman that didn’t know a male from 
a female coupling? 

A. Oh, on the reverse; I always found the laddermen good 
hosemen, and I have wondered why a ladderman can do hose 
duty, but that a hogeman, on the reverse, couldn’t handle a ladder ; 
or couldn’t until the inauguration of the drill school; but they can 
now. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpuy.) And in that particular the 
Boston Department differs from any other departinent in the 
country, or the world? 

Hey es, sir, 

@. In New York a man who is a hoseman stays a hoseman, 
or a man who is a ladderman stays a ladderman ? 

ALY C8, Sir. 

@. And the same applies to every other department where you 
have been present at a fire, or have looked through the depart- 
ment ? 

A. Yes, sir; that is a thing that you won’t find in any other 
city in the country. 

(. And at any time when you have visited the other depart- 
ments, the result of your visits, in a more or less extended 
form, has been laid before the Board of Fire Commissioners ? 

A, Yes, sir. 


Statement by Patrick B. Hannon. 


@. (By the Cuarrman.) What is your full name? 

A. Patrick B. Hannon. 

@. And are you connected in any way with the Boston Fire 
Department? 

A. Well, yes; I have been connected with it nineteen years 
next September in the hose-repair shop and the harness repair- 
shop. 
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(). In the hose and harness repair-shop ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Well, what is the title of the position you hold, if any? 

A. I don’t think there has ever been any particular title — only 
Hannon. (Laughter.) 

@. Only Hannon? 

A. Well, principally that way. No doubt they forget my name 
— the initials — sometimes when they are in a hurry. 

Q@. Well, is that the way that communications are addressed to 
you, if any, by the Board of Fire Commissioners — as ‘* Hannon” ? 

A. Well, some have come plain Hannon, and some have come 
within three or four months, ‘* Foreman Hannon, of the shop.” 

@. Then you have got a title within four months, as Foreman 
Hannon of the shop? 

Yes, sir; I don’t know how it was inaugurated, though. 
Did any increase of pay go with it? 

No, not under that title. 

Now, as Foreman Hannon of the shop — 

That sounds well. 

What do you do? What is required of you by the Commis- 
sioners ? 

A. To take care of all the harnesses, make new carts when 
possible, and repair, test, and inspect hose in the said shop. 

@. How many men have you got under you, Mr. Foreman 
Hannon? 

A. I have got one detailed man, and in the case of exigency, by 
this last fire or other fires of any magnitude, I have had three or 
four men detailed there for two or three days to help me out of the 
lurch. 

@. You don’t go to fires? 

A. I do not, no, sir, only as I desire. I never have been 
forced to go or ever asked to, but I sometimes take an interest to 
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oo there. 

@. For curiosity ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Now, you say you test all the hose that is bought by the de- 
partment? 

A.’ Yes, sir. 


q). Now, I would like to have you, without any further questions 
being put to you, explain what the mode is that you go through in 
testing the hose, and what the pressure is, and state it right in your 
own way so that we may have a clear record of it? 

A. Well, there are so many pieces of hose of different com- 
panies that are burst or damaged and are sent to the shop, — 
brought there by the department in teams for that purpose, — 
and the hose is inspected. It comes from a fire, and you can as- 
certain by looking at it what condition it is in. If it has three or 
four bursts in it, or is cut through from being run over, or if 
debris has fallen on it, and it is totally destroyed, of course it is 
cast aside and condemned for further use. If it is hose that is 
anyways doubtful, or that we cannot see from the outside, but what 
it is all right, looks well, we test it on the pump to find out 
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whether it is good or not, and if it is any good we send it back to 
the company. If the coating of the hose is gone and it leaks in 
seven or eight places in a length of hose, it is far better to con- 
demn it than to have it carried through the building and wet, 
perhaps, a nice carpet or something else. If the hose is bursted 
near a coupling we set the coupling back beyond the place, 
and after being repaired it is put on the steam-pump and we test 
it at one hundred and twenty-five pounds pressure, and if the 
hose is found all right under that pressure —one hundred and 
twenty-five — it is marked with the stamp of the company and 
sent back to the quarters of the company from whence it comes. 
Every piece of hose condemned is made good immediately after 
condemnation with a new piece, and marked for the company with 
a new number on the female end, so as to distinguish a piece of 
hose six years old from a piece three vears old by the number, 
because I have a list in my book telling the number of that par- 
ticular piece of hose belonging to that company, and that piece of 
hose cannot go astray. Itis tagged on the female coupling, and 
we know from that when a piece is placed in service, etc., and 
also the number of times it is repaired. 

@. And the makers ? 

A. Well, I always judge the hose by its looks. I know the 
maker. I can tell a piece of Jacket hose from Eureka, Paragon 
from Woven, and Woven from rubber, and, of course, that is a 
very plain question to decide. 

Q. Now, Mr. Foreman Hannon — 

A. That sounds nice. 

@. Do you test any of the new hose? 

A. Well, recently I have, because there was a great deal of 
new hose sent to this last fire, Box 52, and it came back all 
muddied up and dirty and gritty. I didn’t know but the lining 
was cut, or there might be some little hole in it that the eye 
couldn’t perceive, perhaps, and I put it on the pump and tested it 
and found it all right, and it is now rolled up and marked ready 
to go back, and what doesn’t go back to a company we keep in 
stock. 

Q. Your test, then, is one hundred and twenty-five pounds to the 
square inch? 

A. One hundred and twenty-five pounds to the square inch, 
capped end, you know —that is a pretty good test. It is a 
bigger test ‘than the shut-off would be with an engine playing 


Now, Mr. Foremen — 
A. Don’t give me that any more. 
@. Well, then, plain Mr. P. B. Hannon. 
A. That is better. 
@. I suppose you have had some experience with hose? 
A. Somewhat. 
Well, of sufficient years to judge of the quality and charac- 

ter of hose? 

A. Well, I have been for nineteen years in the department ser- 
vice, and eleven years in the service of James Boyd & Sons, that 
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concern doing all fire repairs for Boston for years, and I ought to 
have a little mite of experience. 

@. Well, I should judge so. I will try and see now. What is 
your opinion of the quality of the hose now bought by the Fire 
Department, or used? 

A. My opinion of the hose now bought? 

Q. Yes, sir; cotton hose? 

A. As good as any made, in my opinion. If it wasn’t the 
best I don’t believe our Board would buy it. 

@. Well, Iam asking you now as a gentleman who has prob- 
ably had more experience than the Board, and I suppose they 
have to depend a good deal on your reports — isn’t that so? 

A. Why, yes; I report to the Board right along the condition 
of hose, etc., when it is to be tested or when the companies ask 
for its test, and also send a communication after the test saying 
whether or not it stood the test and giving the results. 

@. Now, Mr. Hannon, will you explain to the committee why 
itis that the makers of this hose say that they test it at 400 to 
500 lbs. pressure and you at 125 lbs. pressure? Will you explain 
that to the committee in your own way, giving us some informa- 
tion on that. 

A. Well, I think a manufacturer of hose that tests hose at 
400 lbs. pressure performs a very indiscreet act, because there is 
no necessity for it. It looks well on paper, perhaps. 

(). Well, I suppose it is possible that it could be done — have 
you ever tested it at that high pressure, sir? 

A. Never, sir; and I never saw it tested only from hearsay to 
that amount of pressure. 

@. Well, would you want to undertake the task of testing hose 
at that pressure—I mean the new hose that you have now? 

A. Would I from curiosity, to benefit me? 

@). I mean as a member of the department? 

A. Why, no; it would be disastrous to test hose at that pres- 
sure. It is ruinous to hose, it strains every fibre of it, it 
elongates it and tears your rubber inside, and it is never so 
well afterwards. 

@. Then you believe the test we give it is sufficient for all 
emergencies ? 

A. Ido. An engine with 80 pounds of steam will run about 
125 pounds of water pressure, and I think that is enough. And 
if I am doubtful about a piece of hose, instead of testing it at 125 
pounds —if I have any doubt invmy mind that thereafter hose 
which I have in the shop will burst in a building, I will tuck on 
five or ten pounds more to it, and if it bursts at that pressure I 
state to the Board that I bursted that at 140, instead of 125, al- 
though my orders from the Board, 125 pounds, are as much as I 
think sufficient usually. 

(@. Do you make any harnesses up at the shop, Mr. Hannon? 

A. Yes, sir; we have made them for the last sixteen years, 
until two years, when, owing to the growth of the department, 
we couldn’t attempt to make them. So the Board purchased a 
few outside. 
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Q. Now, what is the price that you manufacture them for, 
make them for, in the shop as compared with what they can buy 
them for upon the outside — I mean taking the quality, you know, 
and everything into consideration ? 

A. Well, I would ask further time of the committee. I came 
up in a hurry this afternoon, being all of a perspiration, being 
called suddenly away from my work on the hose, and I forgot to 
bring my books with me. Now, why can’t I have another hearing 
— or not another hearing, but I would ask for further time, say 
to-morrow, or any other time that I may be called forth. I can 
tell you what harnesses cost, but it is just like this — the better or 
more paid labor that is put on a harness the higher it will cost. 
We have got a detailed man there whose time is not classified, and 
in the manufacture of a harness the more he works on that har- 
ness and the less I do the cheaper the harness is. If I put all my 
time on it, and he doesn’t, the harness costs more. But I am go 
engaged that I am off and on, here and there, answering all calls, 
etc., and dropping the harness work and letting it le there, and 
perhaps being forced half-a-dozen times to take up the same 
piece that I drop, owing to business, my attention being called 
elsewhere. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Hannon, I think it is a fair request that you 
make, and I have no doubt that if the committee want to go into 
that farther, as I think they will, they will give you ample time. 
But, now, offhand, do you believe the department is manufacturing 
harnesses cheaper than it could buy them? You understand now 
that I am including the quality. 

@. Well, if you don’t manufacture them cheaper than you can 
buy them, I think you can manufacture better harnesses than you 
can buy, if you have proper help. 

(). And that you have? 

A. Well, I have just told you no — only one detailed man, who 
is in that shop, and myself. 

@. Well, how many new harnesses a year do you generally 
make ? 

A. We have made them for the last sixteen years, us two men, 
until things have grown to such an enormity that we cannot get the 
time to manufacture them in the shop. We are called elsewhere. 

@. How many harnesses, if you can remember, do you turn out 
each year — new harnesses ? 

A. Limited to certain companies, do you mean, or that we 
manufacture ? 

Q. That you manufacture? 

A. For the last two years we haven’t manufactured over two 
harnesses — haven’t had the time to do it. 

@. Haven’t had the time? 

A. No, sir; but the department is supplied just the same. We 
have got some down there now waiting for some other companies 
to come in. 

@. Manufactured by you? 

A. Well, no, they were manufactured outside. 

@). Have you examined them? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. Were they of good quality? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) Mr. Hannon, you speak of a detailed 
man, an assistant, you have got there. If I understand aright 
that isa man who is employed in the Fire Department permanently 
who probably understood the harness business before he became a 
fireman, and the Fire Department gets the benefit of the labor of 
that man in assisting you, without any cost to the department? 

A. Heis up there detailed to help me. He can do this work, 
and he was hired as a fireman, a ladderman. 

@. And I suppose that you have a dozen more men in the de- 
partment that you might utilize in that direction, who might do 
this work, and that it would be a benefit to the department? 

A. Yes, sir. I know it would relieve my duties if I had more 
assistance. I have all I can attend to. I do the clerical duties 
there and he doesn’t do any of that. 

@. Have you ever visited any other large cities, Mr. Hannon? 

A. Yes, sir; I have gone to cities on trips of pleasure, but not 
on investigation. 

@. And you never, I suppose, while away from home, ever looked 
at the quality or character of the hose used by any other depart- 
ment? 

A. Well, no, not especially. 

Q@. Didn’t you in Troy? 

A. Well, no; we didn’t make our stay long enough. In Mon- 
treal there was an engine-house right back of the hotel, but we 
had to jump out about seven feet there to get out the back door, so I 
didn’t venture. So we left without getting a chance to go in there. 

@. (By Commissioner Murruy.) Your principal duty for the 
last two years, Mr. Hannon, has been to look after the hose, test- 
ing hose, and supervising and keeping in proper repair the harnesses 
in active service? 

A. Exactly, sir. 

@. Andthat has furnished plenty of work for you and your as- 
sistant ? 

AS AY OSs Sirs 

(@. Do you agree with me when I make the statement, that it is 
a necessary thing for us to keep that harness-shop, even if we 
didn’t manufacture harnesses, for the reason that it enables us to 
get our harnesses repaired at once when necessity demands it? 

A. Why, Mr. Commissioner, the miscellaneous matter there 
alone, throwing harnesses aside, is enough to keep us busy repair- 
ing wagons, boots, all kinds of miscellaneous stuff; life-belts; I 
cannot remember all the different miscellaneous articles that we 
manufacture and keep in repair there, and we also have to keep up 
the standard on different miscellaneous stuff belonging to harnesses. 
It is out of the question; we cannot manufacture harnesses now, 
and we are forced to buy them. Mr. Alderman, on that hose 
question — 

@. Are you talking to me now about the Troy hose or the 
Boston? 
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A. J am going to give you a suggestion, that is all. 

Q: All right — JT will take it. 

a Heretofore, i in years past, we had very light repairs to do on 
hose compared with the repairs done for the last seven or eight 
years, and the question is asked ‘* Why is this thus?” Why, in 
the first place, we have got several streets to-day which six or seven 
years ago we didn’t have any horse-car tracks in, and our ap- 
paratus heretofore was not as heavy as we have got now, and when 
a piece of apparatus weighing nine thousand and five hundred 
pounds or ten thousand and five hundred pounds and more goes 
over a piece of hose with water in it, lying on the railroad track, 
something has got to give, and it is generally the hose, and that is 
the reason why you have a lot of burst hose that you wouldn’t have 
before. We have got lots of horse-cars to-day running down our 
back streets in our burnt district, where we didn’t have tracks six 
or seven years ago — Lincoln street, South street, Kingston street, 
and other streets. Then, taking into consideration the weight of 
those new pieces of apparatus, I don’t see why there isn’t more 
hose destroyed than what there is at a fire of two or three alarms. 

@. (By Commissioner Frron.) Mr. Hannon, what should you 
think the natural life of our hose would be, supposing it wasn’t 
run over or cut or injured by chemicals or anything of that kind 
— the ordinary wear and tear of pulling it around and running 
water, pumping water through it? 

A. Well, I should say that rubber hose — its life ought to exist 
nearly three years; and I must admit that cotton hose, with proper 
care and throwing those little difficulties aside that you have just 
mentioned, ought to be good for five or six years, although there 
is some in the department that I tested to-day eleven years old, 
and I couldn’t burst it at one hundred and forty-five pounds, be- 

cause it belongs to a company that took care of it and dried it 
properly, and which don’t have much duty to perform, and it is 
changed every two weeks on their reel or wagon, and it gives new 
life to the hose. 

(). That is, hose of out of town companies? 

A. Out of town companies; yes, sir. 

@. That hose lasts four or five times as long as the hose belong- 
ing to down town companies? 

A. Lasts double, at least. 

@. (By Commissioner Murrny.) That is because it doesn’t 
get the wear and tear that the down town hose gets? 

A. That is it, Mr. Commissioner, they don’t have the horse-car 
rails in the streets there so much, and the heavy apparatus grind- 
ing it on the rails. 

): Now, just one more question — would you suggest, or make 
any suggestions, for any change in the quality of the hose that is 
now purchased by the Fire Commissioners,— I mean cotton or rub- 
ber hose? 

A. I have none to make; I can’t go back on what I said. 

Q. You have none to make? 

A. If they buy the best hose, how can we go outside of that? 

@. That is what I am trying to get you to state, sir, : 
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A. Oh, no, sir; I can’t say it honestly and squarely. I could 
not. 


Statement by District Corer WiLuiston A. GAYLORD. 


(By the Cuarmman.) Your full name, sir? 
Williston A. Gaylord. 
And you are connected with the Boston Fire Department, 
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Yes, sir. 
What position do you hold, if any? 
District chief ? 
And how long have you been connected with the Boston 
‘e Department ? 
The first day of next June will make twenty-eight years. 
And you have been a district chief how long? 
Going on four years. 
And prior to that you were an officer ? 
Well, I was through all grades, from private up. 
And what is the district you have charge of, Mr. Gaylord? 
District 9. 
. And that comprises what part of the city? 
A. Well, it starts from the corner of Albany street and Nerth- 
ampton street, goes through Northampton street to Washington 
street, up Washington street to Seaver street, through Seaver 
street to Columbia street, down Columbia street to Geneva 
avenue, through Geneva avenue to Olney street, Olney street to 
Bowdoin, Bowdoin to Hancock, Hancock to Broadway, and 
Broadway to the water, and follows the water line, the South 
Boston line, and right straight across to the point of begin- 
ning. 
@. Now, how many men have you under your command? 
A. About seventy-five. 
@. How many pieces of apparatus? 
A. Well, there are nine. 
@. And you have been stationed in this district since you were 
made a district chief? 
A. I have been stationed there four years now, and previous to 
that was captain of a company for two years more. 
@. You have been four years in this district as district chief ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
@. What is the discipline in your district among the men? 
A. First class. 
@. How many men have you had occasion to report during the 
past year, during 1892, for any cause ? 
A. Not any, sir. 
Q, Not any in 1892? 
AVGNO; BIE: 
@. You didn’t have any cause to complain of any one? 
A. No, sir. 
@. How many men have you complained of or made complaint 
against in your four years? 
A, I don’t think there have been more than two, sir. 
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Q. In four years? 

A. Y GAs BIT! 

@. And what were the causes of these complaints, chief? 

A. Well, one of them was absence without leave, and the other 
one was sent down to the Board of Fire Commissioners to be cau- 
tioned in regard to his habits. 

Of drink? 

Yes, sir; at times. 

How long ago was that? 

Oh, two years or more ago. 

And how has his conduct been since then? 

He is out of the department now, sir. 

Was he discharged at that time? 

. Yes, sir —not at that time. He was transferred to another 
company and discharged from there. 

Q. For intoxication ? 

A. I think it was intoxication. 

@. Asa result, the findings of the Commissioners on the second 
complaint were that he was dismissed from the service ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. You never have had occasion at any fire you have ever been 
at to suspend a man for disobeying orders, have you? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Well, if a man refused to obey any orders that were given 
him while at a fire what would you do, what course would you 
pursue? 

A. Well, if it was very serious I should take the responsibility 
to suspend him and immediately report him to the Board or report 
my action to the Board. 

@. You would take the responsibility upon yourself by imme- 
diate action? 


hOKOROLO 


A. Yes, sir; if the charge, the offence, was serious enough. 

@. You weren’t at the Hecht Building fire? 

A. Not until 11 o’clock that night. 

@. On that night? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Well, have you ever had occasion to complain of the qual- 
ity of the hose that was furnished in your district? 

A. No, sir. 

@. What has been the quality? 

A. First class. 

@. Have you ever had occasion to complain of your water pres- 


sure in any part of your district? 

A. At one time, yes, sir. 

@. When was that and where? 

A. That was in 1889, down in what we eall the Swett Street 
District. 

@. Well, did you make complaint to the Board of Fire Com- 
missioners ? 

Au Vesiisir, 

@. Has that been remedied? 

A. Remedied within a week. 
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Within a week? 
Yes, sir; within two or three days. 
After you made the complaint ? 
Yes, sir. 
And, of course, you weren’t called in by the Fire Marshal to 
give any evidence in relation to the Hecht fire? 
A. No, sir. 
@. Well, now, are there any extensive manufacturing interests 
in your district ? 
an LGAs Bit 
Q). Well, will you kindly mention some of them to the com- 
mittec ? 
Well, there is the New England Piano Company. 
Q. Yes. 
A. The Boston Lead Works. 
@. Yes, and the Cordage Company? 
A .The Boston Cordage Company; yes, sir. 
Q 
A 
Q. 


OOO 


~ 


. Pearson? 

. Pearson’s Cordage Company, yes, sir, and the Mechanics 

n Foundry and G. W. and F. Smith’s [ron Foundry. 

Is the Howard Watch Company in your district? 

aA. The Howard Watch Company, yes, sir. Oh, yes, then 
there is John A. Scott’s large carriage factory and Cutter’s large 
place, where they manufacture doors, sashes, and blinds. 

@. Any large lumber concerns in your district ? 

A. Well, Curtis’ Sons. 

@. You take in all along the water front on Albany street up 
to a certain point? 

A. No, sir; my district does not—that is the dividing line 
right there on one side of the canal. 

@. On the other side of the canal? 

A. There is one lumber yard on the opposite side of the canal 
that comes inside my district. 

@. Have you ever had any serious or hard fires at the Lead 
Company’s works? 

A.-No, sir; we haven’t had but one alarm there in the last 
four years. 

@. Now, how do the manufacturing interests in your district 
compare with the other districts around the city ? 

A. Well, there isn’t so many in mine as the most of them. 

(). Not so many in yours as in some others? 

A. Yes, sir. . 

(@. Well, are there other districts that there are more in than 
yours — large manufacturing interests ? 

A. Oh, yes; I guess the biggest part of them. 

@. Those you have related here are establishments in your dis- 
trict that you go to on first alarms? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, what districts do you cover on second alarms ? 

A. Well, I go from Dover street to the Milton line on the first 
alarm the Neponset. 

@. And cover the whole Roxbury District on the second? 


Tro 
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A. I cover the whole Roxbury District and Dorchester District 
on the first. 

Q. On the first alarm ? 

A. Yes, sir; go as far as Dover street, the east side of Wash- 
ington. 

@. That is, Chief Sawyer’s district ? 

A. All Chief Sawyer’s district in Roxbury on the first. 

Q. Now, there are a great many manufacturing establishments 
in that portion of the district, are there not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Now, Mr. Chief, do you believe the fire department of 
Quincy, or the fire department of Brookline, or of any of our other 
outlying districts, would be of sufficient capacity to cope with fires 
iu that district, taking into account the many manufacturing in- 
terests there are in it? 

A. No, indeed. 

Q. You don’t think so? 

He TINO, Bir. 

@. It has been an extensive manufacturing district during the 
past twenty years, has it not? 

A. Yes, sir; and it is growing all the time, too. 

@. In manufacturing interests ? 

A. Yes, sir; there is a large territory being filled in there now 
that is going to be devoted to manufactories. 

@. Now, Mr. Gaylord, do you know of any box or any boxes 
in your district at the present time where there are too many 
pieces of apparatus go on the first alarm? 

A. No, sir. 

@. You do not? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Would you suggest any decrease in the number of pieces of 
apparatus that go to any boxes in your district? 

A. No, sir. 

@. You are conversant enough with Chief Sawyer’s district to 
answer that question in regard to his district, too, I suppose? 

A. Well? 

@. You cover it on first alarm. I meant to ask him and forgot 
to ask him that question. I will ask your opinion on that point? 

A. Well, in regard to the majority of the boxes I am equally 
able to state that there is, but there may be a few boxes that he 
considers more dangerous than I do, or more dangerous than I 
know about. 

@. Now, from your observations, from your experience in going 
to the many fires and covering the many districts that you have to, 
I suppose, when men are off on leave of absence and sick, do you 
know of any box or any boxes in the limits of the city of Boston 
where you would advise any decrease in the number of pieces of 
apparatus that go to the first alarm? 

Ail Noe sits 

@. Would you increase the number of pieces at any of the 
boxes in your district? 

A. No, sir. 
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@. You think you have a sufficient number now ? 

A. Yes, sir; on first alarms. 

@. And not too many? 

A, Not any too many. 

@. Do you have any patrol system in your district, Mr. Gay- 
lord? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. How many companies do you patrol? 

A. Two. 

(). And where are they situated? 

A. Engine 12 is situated on Dudley street, near Blue Hill 
avenue ; Ladder 4 at the corner of Dudley and Winslow streets. 

@. Covering the manufacturing industries of the district? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Principally ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Have you got any call men in your department? 

A. About twenty-two or twenty-three. 

@. Well, would you recommend doing away with the call men 
and putting the department on a permanent basis? 

A. Most assuredly, sir. 

@. You think that would be an improvement to the depart- 
mnet? 

BA tay. ee. Bills 

@. In general? 

Aun Yes, sir. 

@. Do you ever have any trouble with the overhead wires in 
your district? 

A. I have not as yet, no sir; there would be if there was ever 
a serious fire in the lead factory. 

@. The lead factory? 

A. Yes, sir; the whole front of that building is covered with 
wires. 

@. You think it would be in the interest of the department, and 
in the interest of the citizens generally, if all the wires were under 
ground? 

A. Yes,sir; I think it would be an impossibility to get a ladder 
in front of the lead factory, on account of wires. - 

@. And that is situated where? 

A. On Hampden street; a building one hundred and fifty feet 
long, perhaps. 

(. What is the material in the interior of that building — is it 
such as would make a warm fire? 

A. Yes, indeed, it would — a hot one. 

@. Well, I suppose you have heard, Mr. Gaylord, about the 
cutting of the holes through the partition walls at the Hecht fire ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You have heard of it? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Did you go down and look at it— see how it was done? 

A. I was there that night,-— had charge of that side where the 
holes were cut through. 


MANAGEMENT OF Fire DEPARTMENT. 321 


You were there that night? 
Yes, sir. 
And saw where the holes were there? 
Yes, sir; I had a line of hose through there. 
What do you think of that cutting operation : i 
In my experience I have seen it done fifty times, I suppose, 
always with a beneficial effect, too. 
@. Well, what would you have done, if you had been in charge, 
yourself, under the circumstances ? 
A. I would have done the same thing. 
@. Now, what theory do you advance for doing that? 
A. Because you can get the water in the centre of the building. 


SROROLS 


Those deep buildings that you cannot reach front or back, by cut- 


ting holes you can get in the centre, where the heft of the fire is, 
with a large body of water. 

@. What are the results that are apt to follow from getting the 
water in there? 

It is apt to kill the fire, of course, if it strikes it. 

And saves property, does it? 

Yes, sir. 

Stops the spread ? 

Yes, sir; I know of one instance, sir, down on Atlantic 
avenue, where we cut a hole through and where we were able to 
get in on the centre, on the floor, afterwards with our lines. We 
got in on the floor. 

@. What fire was that? 

A. Some oil fire; I forget now what. 

@. Was it a mercantile building? 

A. An oil store. 

@. Now, Mr. Gaylord, have you ever called upon any of the 
inspectors connected with the Board of Underwriters of the city 
of Boston asking them for any information so far as your duty 
was concerned ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Have you ever met any of them? 

A. No, sir; I don’t know one of them. 

@. No complaint has ever been made to you by any one of 
them ? 


BORO 


No, sir. 
You are positive of that? 
WL. OG, SIT’. 
If they had would you have a record of it? 
Most assuredly ; quite likely I would; yes, sir. 
And during the time you have been a district chief — four 
yeurs—- there has never been an inspector of the Board of Fire 
Underwriters call upon you, nor you upon them? 

AN ORI, | 

@. Has the secretary of the Board of Underwriters ever called 
on you? 

‘A. Nowelr. 

(). Has he ever written you any letters? 

A. No, sir; I don’t know him. 


= OKOROD 
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@. (By Mr. O’Brien.) Well, now, Mr. Gaylord, do you 
make regular inspections of the buildings in your district’ 

Casey CS, ST. 

(). About how often? 

A. Well, Iam on the go all the time. JI get around to them 
as often as I can. Very nearly every day I go into some building 
or other. 

@. And do you keep a record of such inspection and of such 
circumstances as you find there? 

A. In some cases; yes, sir. 

@. If you think it is necessary ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And are there any of the officers under your charge who ac- 
company you on the inspection? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. The captains, I suppose, have their districts to look 
after? 

A. The captains are continually inspecting their sub-districts. 

@. Now, if you should find a condition of affairs existing that 
you thought called for immediate action — that is, should find 
shavings in profusion in some of those buildings, or something 
liable to cause fire — would you undertake to remedy that 
immediately? JI mean would you speak to the proprietors? 

A. Yes, sir; I would speak to them in a quiet way, and report 
it in writing to the Board of Fire Commissioners. 

@. Well, have you ever had occasion to. speak to any of 
them ? 

A. No, sir; they seem to be pretty careful out that way. 
Only once, I will say, only once I have had occasion to; but it 
wasn’t in a manufacturing building. It was in a small two-story 
affair, where there was a lot of rubbish and paper in the rear, and 
I spoke to them. ‘They cleaned it right up, though. 

@. And if you should find some firm there who were putting 
hot ashes into wooden receptacles instead of tin and iron, what 
Be you do? 

I would always make it a point to speak to them. 

Would you see that that was fixed? 

Yes, sir; would try to. 

(By the CuarrMan.) You know Chief Webber? 

Yes, sir. 

Knew him before he became chief ? 

Yes, sir. 

Were you in the department anywhere, connected with it, 
whet re he was, at any time? 

A. Not in the same company with him; no. 

Q. In the same district? 

Atv y es. Pair. 

Q. Well, now, Mr. Gaylord, what is your opinion of the chief 
as a fire-fighter — I will put it in a plain form? 

A. First class. 

@. And you don’t base that opinion or make that statement be- 
cause he is your superior officer, do you? 


FOLOhOROE 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 323 


A. No, sir; I have known him a great many years. I know 
his fire-fighting qualities from the time he was captain of a com- 
pany to the present time. He was always considered a first-class 
fireman. 


Statement from Cuier Lewis P. WEBBER. 


Commissioner Murruy. — Mr. Chairman, I have here a written 
statement from the chief of the department. He is sick, and 
could not be here himself, and I would like to submit his state- 
ment to the committee. I also have a statement from the in- 
spector of the electrical department, Mr. Cole. 

The CuHarrMan. — The committee would like to have an idea of 
about when the chief is going to get out, when he is expected to 
be able to be about? 

Commissioner Murrny. — Perhaps not for two or three weeks, 
the doctor says. 

The CuHairman. — And for the present he is confined to his 
home? 

Commissioner Murpuy. — Yes. He may be out in a week, or 
it may be two weeks, or over. It is the desire of the Commis- 
sioners that the letter from the chief may go in asa part of the 
record here. . 

The Cuarrman. — As the next best evidence. Of course, if he 
be called personally later, we would rather have him here. ? 

Commissioner Murphy handed the letter to the chairman, who 
read it, as follows: 

Boston, Jan. 21, 1893. 


Board of Fire Commissioners, Old Court- House, Boston: 


GENTLEMEN: — I hereby submit a report of the duty performed by me at 
the fire on Federal street (Box 48), Tuesday morning, January 10, 1893. 

At the time of receiving the alarm from Box 48 I responded to same. 

On the way to the fire saw great volumes of black smoke and big sheets of 
flame issuing from the top of some building, not knowing at the time where 
the fire was. On arriving at the fire met District Chief Abbott, who in- 
formed me that he had given a second alarm. I immediately notified the 
man at the box to strike athird. I then went to the front of the building. 
The basement and first floor were nothing but seething masses of flame, and 
it was impossible to get in at all. I sent for the water-tower, which stood at 
the corner of Summer and Purchase streets, and ordered it in front of the 
building. It was some ten minutes before it could be raised and put to work, 
on account of the mass of wires overhead, it being necessary to get it in be- 
tween the wires so as to raise it and put it to work. As the other apparatus 
came in I assigned it to the different locations. 

After I had‘given the third alarm [I met Assistant Chief Regan coming 
around from Summer street. Asked him if he had been to the rear of the 
building. He said he had just got here. I said, ‘‘ Get round to the rear as 
quickly as you can, and take charge there.” The other district chiefs were 
located as follows: 

District Chief Abbott in front of the Hecht Building. 

District Chief Mullen, in the archway on Federal street, in the old water- 
works building, 

District Chief Egan, on the corner of the building adjoining the Hecht 
Building, corner Federal and Summer streets, on the roof. 

District Chief Cheswell was on the street, and had also charge of the lines 
on the roof. 

District Chiefs Pope and Sawyer, at the time the fire broke out on Sum- 
mer street, reported to me, and I ordered them in the building with lines of 
hose. 
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District Chief Keyes, was in the rear of the building and the storehouse 
buildings. 

Assistant Chief Regan, who was also in the rear of the building, had 
charge of the lines that were manipulated through the rear of the N. W. Rice 
Building on South street. 

The next information that came to me was that the wall had fallen in on 
the side toward the storehouses of the Hecht building, and that District 
Chief Mullen and several men were buried up. I immediately went to the 
place and saw District Chief Mullen and several of the other firemen who had 
lines of hose in there coming from the archway. Asked District Chief 
Mullen if everybody was out, and he said ‘‘ Yes.” At that time I saw the fire 
in the old water-works building, on the top story. All the available lines we 
had at that side of the fire were cut off and buried by the falling walls. I 
immediately gave orders to break the lines in the street, get what pipes they 
could, attach them and put them on to the water-works building, which was 
done. By that time the fire was all throughthe upper story. Ina very short 
time that building also collapsed, falling over against a tenement-house and 
out into Federal street also. Immediately after I got things straightened out 
there I proceeded to the front of the building and found the man who was 
working the water-tower standing on the street, and the tower playing by 
itself. Asked him why it was not being manipulated by him, and he replied 
that he had already received three shocks of electricity. The tower was 
surrounded by some half-a-dozen live wires. Immediately after they took 
the horses off the first tower, and had got it into position I sent the horses for 
the second tower at the repair-shop, and telegraphed from the box for three 
additional engines. While talking to the water-tower man about not hand- 
ling it, I was several times cautioned by Inspector Frye to beware of falling 
walls, and to keep the men off, as the front wall was not safe. He informed 
me of this half-a-dozen times during the fire, and I told him that I would 
take care of my men. ‘The first indication I had of any fire on the Summer- 
street side was when District Chief Cheswell came to me and said that the 
fire was on two buildings on Summer street. I sent him right back imme- 
diately to get some lines of hose. I also sent District Chief Abbott to get all 
the available streams he could get from the Hecht Building on the Federal- 
street side of the fire where we were. I also gave orders to Captain Healey 
to get a line from the fire-boat. I sent for the Hayes truck, Ladder 13, to get 
round to the front of the building on Summer street, and telegraphed for four 
additional engines, which were sent to me at the Summer-street side. On the 
arrival of the ladder I ordered it raised on the front of the building, which 
was afire. In raising it they broke the screw which holds the turn-table, 
which threw the ladder out of service. Ordering it out, I sent it to the 
repair-shop to be repaired. LT also sent for the second water-tower that was 
on South street awaiting orders to report to me on Summer street. Mr. 
Byington, of the repair-shop, was there at the time, and I ordered him to raise 
it. In doing so the rope that manipulates the pipe became caught in the 
ratchet that holds the extension when raised, which threw the tower out of 
service for the time being. Mr. Byington came to me and told me that Mr. 
Frye had offered his tools and place down at the Post-Office, where he could 
take it and repair it. I told him if he could do so to take it and repair it, and 
to bring it back as soon as he could. In a half or three-quarters of an hour 
he came back, but the fire was by that time cooled enough by the streams we 
had on from the street, so that there was no use for it. We raised ladders 
on to the building and took lines of hose in on the different floors. At the 
first stage of the fire Engine 22’s line was taken in on the first floor and 
extinguished what fire was there, as well as what fire there was in the base- 
ment. Another line was taken up the stairway, but could not reach in far- 
ther than the second floor on account of the débris that had fallen down and 
blocked up the whole stairway. 

After the fire on Summer street was under control I sent Engine 40 to 
Engine 25’s house, made up Engine 36 and sent them to 8’s house, made up 
Engine 33 and sent them to 26’s house, and ordered Engine 17, which was at 
26’s house to go to 21’s house and cover 21’s district and their own, and after 
several other minor details I sent by messenger to Assistant Chief Regan 
(that time the fire being nothing but ruins) that I was going up to the Mason- 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 325 


street office sometime between three and four o’clock, and left him in charge. 
I then went to the office and located my apparatus, so that each district would 
be as fairly well protected as could be. 


Respectfully submitted, 
L. P. WEBBER, 
Chief of Department. 


REPORT oF INSPECTION OF WiIRES DEPARTMENT. 


The Fire Commissioners submitted the following : 


FIRE DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF INSPECTION OF WIRES, 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR, 28 ScHOOL STREET, Room 48, 
Boston, January 21, 1893. 


Board of Fire Commissioners, Old Court- House, Boston : 


GENTLEMEN: In reply to your request as to the work of this Bureau at 
the fire on Federal street on January 10, I submit the following : 

I was at home at the time of the first alarm, which was given at 8.22 A.M. 
I immediately started for the fire on receipt of the second alarm, which was 
given at 8.30, taking an electric car on Washington street, left it at Essex 
street, went down through Essex to South, up South to Waverley place, and 
took a view of the fire at that point. 

I found that the fire alarm branch had several wires on a wooden structure 
on the Hecht Building, then burning. I went immediately to the box from 
which the alarm came (at which point the members of the Bureau are in- 
structed to report), and ordered Mr. Cherrington to immediately send one of 
our teams, that had then arrived, to the repair-shop on Dover street, and 
get an overhead cable which is stored at that place for emergencies, and take 
it to the second pole south of Box 48, on the same side of Federal street, and 
there wait for further orders. I also instructed him to send men on the 
buildings adjoining the fire, and close all the circuits by putting them 
together. He informed me that he had already sent men to do so. I then 
instructed him to stand ready to draw a line over the fire as soon as it could 
be done without burning the line, and run the overhead cable at the earliest 
possible moment, and connect the same in service, and then to report to me. 
I then turned my attention to the removal of the wires that were in front of 
the burning building, and ordered the Edison Electric Illuminating Com- 
pany, Boston Electric Light Company, and West End Street Railway Com- 
pany, to cut all wires carrying their currents on Federal street, between 
Essex street and Atlantic avenue, and from High and South streets, on 
Summer street, to the junction of Atlantic avenue and Federal street. It 
was reported to me by representatives of those companies that they have 
done so, but I found that it had not been done, and I instructed the men of 
this Bureau to proceed and do it as soon as possible, and cut every wire that 
had a current in it, and to also send men on to the adjoining building with 
instructions to cut every wire which might carry currents in the way of the 
firemen. This was about 11.00 A.M., as nearly as I am able to judge. I 
think it was about 11.30 before the wires as a whole were clear of current. 
The last cutting of wire was on South street, at about this time. 

I would also say that in coming down Essex street from Washington I met 
a West End Emergency wagon going through Essex street towards the fire. 
I did not see it again for some time after arriving. 

I submit herewith a copy of the report of the Examiner of Wires in whose 
district the fire was located. 

Respectfully submitted, 


B. 8S. Franpers, 
Inspector of Wires. 
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City oF BosTON, FIRE DEPARTMENT, 
BUREAU OF INSPECTION OF WIRES, 
EXAMINER’S REPORT, January 10, 1893. 


Box 48.— Fire or FEDERAL AND SUMMER STREETS. 


In the neighborhood of 8.25 A.M. to-day saw Engine 26 answering an 
alarm of fire, and at once followed. Upon arriving at fire found it at that 
time to be mainly in the rear part of building No. 215-19 Federal street, oc- 
cupied by Hecht Bros. Upon going to the front of the building, on Federal 
street, found several live wires down in the street. I cut these wires. As 
there was a perfect network of wires on Federal street and Summer street, 
and seeing that these wires would necessarily cause trouble, being unable to 
find Inspector Flanders or Deputy Inspector Godfrey, I assumed the respon- 
sibility of notifying representatives of the Boston Electric Light Company, and 
Edison Electric Nluminating Company, both of whom were present, that Inspec- 
tor B. S. Flanders desired the current to be taken off their wires in the neigh- 
borhood of the fire at once. This both companies immediately proceeded to 
do. Ialso wentin search of a representative of the West End Road. On South 
street, a short distance from Summer street, found a West End repair wagon. 
Asking for the man in charge of the gang, I told him that Inspector of Wires 
B. S. Flanders, of the Fire Department, desired the West End Railway wires 
to be cut out, so that all wires from Essex street to Atlantic avenue, on Fed- 
eral street, and from South street to Atlantic avenue, on Summer street, should 
be dead. This he said he would do. This was at 8.50 A.M., and at about 
9.00 A.M. he reported to me that it was done, and all wires were dead. Upon 
returning to Federal street, about the first thing I saw was a man knocked 
down by coming in contact with a wire which had fallen across the trolley 
wire and dangled a few feet above the ground. I cleared this wire, and then 
seeing Inspector Flanders on Federal street, reported to him what I had done. 
He immediately sent me back to the foreman of the West End Railway gang 
with the order that the wires must be cleared of current at once. Saw the 
foreman, who agreed to do it immediately. He apparently meant what he 
said, but, judging by results, I think that he did not know how to go to work 
to do it. Returned to Inspector Flanders and reported, and was immediately 
ordered by him to cut all wires in the immediate vicinity of the firemen, and 
to keep the street in as safe a condition as possible. For the next two hours, 
in company with others, under the direction and supervision of Inspector 
Flanders and Deputy Inspector Godfrey, had all that I could attend to cutting 
wires and keeping the street clear, with the exception that about 10 o’clock I 
was again sent to notify the West End Railway mento clear their wires of cur- 
rent. This was not done; and at 1] A.M. the current was still on. About 
this time Deputy Inspector Godfrey ordered me to go with several men and 
cut the West End Railway wires at the junction of South and Summer streets, 
the junction of High and Federal streets, and the wires of the West End Rail- 
way on Atlantic avenue, near corner of Summer street, at the same time in- 
forming me that he had sent another set of men to cut the West End Railway 
wires on Federal street, south of the fire. This we proceeded to do, cutting 
the wires on Atlantic avenue first, then going to the corner of High and Fed- 
eral streets, where we found the West End Railway men cutting the wires. 
We then proceeded to the corner of Summer and South streets, where we 
found the wires already cut. It was in the neighborhood of 12 M. when the 
West End Railway wires were cleared of current. ‘he West End Railway 
pole at the junction of Atlantic avenue, Federal, and Summer streets was for 
some time so heavily charged that several persons, putting their hand on the 
pole when passing, were knocked down, and the sidewalk in the neighborhood 
of this pole was also heavily charged. About 3 P.M. was ordered by Deputy 
Inspector Godfrey to take a gang of men and assist him in clearing poles and 
neighboring buildings of all dangling or dangerous wires, so that they could 
occasion no trouble during the night. Completed the part of this work as- 
signed to me about 4.15 P.M. 

(Signed. ) 
J. E. COLE. 
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Statement by Inspector Jamrs E. Core. 


@. (By the Cuarrman.) What is your full name? 
A. James E. Cole. 
@. Are you connected in any way with the Boston Fire Depart- 
ment? 
wa tram. 
@. What branch? 
A. The Bureau of Inspection of Wires. 
@. How long have you been connected with that department, 
sir, in that branch? 
Almost two years. 
And what is your occupation ? 
Examiner. 
Of what? 
Examiner of wires. 
Well, prior to going into the department what business or 
t profession did you pursue? 
Inspector for the Edison Company ;— one of the inspectors. 
Are you an electrician ? 
I have been in that business eight years. 
Well, are you a graduate of any college? 
No, sir. 
And your knowledge, then, is from practical experience ? 
Practical experience, sir. 
How long were you with the Edison Company ? 
Between two and three years, I believe it was. 
. Now, Mr. Cole, you made a report to the Fire Commis- 
sioners. Do you have to make a report to the Fire Commissioners 
at all large fires, in relation to the wires, or to the Inspector of 
Wires, Mr. Flanders? 
A. I make a report to my superior. 
@. That is Mr. Flanders ? 
A. Yes, sir; Inspector Flanders. 
Q. Well, what fires do you make reports on — first-alarm fires 
or second alarm? 
A. No, sir, not all first alarm. 
@. All second alarm? 
A. All second-alarm fires ; all first-alarm fires if they are caused 
by electricity. 
@. And you make an examination when —after the fire, or 
before, or at the time? 
Whichever I can. 
Now, on January 10 did you go to any fire on that day? 
I did. 
Where was it? 
Fire on Federal street, Hecht Brothers. 
Did you make report upon that? 
I did. 
By orders from whom? 
By orders of Captain Flanders. 
Well, now, you go on in your own way and state to the 
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committee what you found and what were the condition of all 
electric wires upon your own observation, at and around that fire 
on January 10 —that was Box 48, was it not? 


A. Yes, sir. 
@. And you made a report on that fire? 
As ldid: 


(). Now, will you go on and state, without any further ques- 
tions, what your findings were there ? 

A. Well, at the time the alarm struck I was on Washington 
street. I didn’t hear the alarm, but I saw Engine 26 going to the 
fire, and followed them. When I reached the fire I saw that the 
chances were that the wires were going to cause trouble, and as I 
could find neither of my superior officers I took the responsibility 
of giving the orders for cutting off the current of the Edison 
wires and the Boston Electric Light Company’s wires. The rep- 
resentatives of the companies were right there, and I spoke to 
them, and they said they would attend to it at once. I then went 
in search of the West End men, and found the wagon on South 
street, gave the order, and at nine o’clock it was reported to me 
that it had been attended to. JI afterwards found it had not been 
attended to, and a few minutes after nine saw Captain Flanders on 
Federal street and reported to him. He sent me back to the West 
End team with orders that the current must be cut off atonce. I 
went back and gave the orders, and then reported ou Federal street 
again. He sent me again later in the day in the neighborhood of 
ten o’clock, with the same orders, and after that sent me once 
again. Finally the current was off the wires about twelve o'clock. 
At that time the wires were down in Federal street. When I first 
struck into Federal street the wires were down, and I cut the wires 
and got them out of the way the best I could, and through the whole 
forenoon for two hours there we had all we could jump to to keep 
the wires from bothering the firemen. They dropped down around 
the men, dropped around the engine, and two or three times we 
had to get up on the dome of the engine to keep off wires that 
were dropping on the engine. ‘Through the whole forenoon they 
were dropping. 

@. Well, were the Edison and Boston electric light currents 
cut off when you ordered it done? 

A. They were. ' 

@. And why do you say that you had to go some three, four, 
or five times to the West End Railroad people? What were the 
reasons assigned by them? 

A. Well, the way it looked to me, it looked to me as if they 
intended to cut the current off. 

@. They intended to? 

A. Intended to; yes, sir. 

@. Did they have sufficient time, do you know, from the first 
time you notified them up to the second time, to cut it out? 

A. I should have supposed so. 

@. Well, do you know why it wasn’t done? 

A. I think the men in charge there at the fire were not com- 
petent to do it. 
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@. You mean to say, didn’t know how to do it? 

A. 1 don’t think their regular corps was at that fire, at the first 
part of the fire. 

@. And about what time of day was it that it was cut out? 

A. A few minutes before 12 o’clock. 

Q. And the alarm was at 8.22? 

A. 8.20 something; I wouldn’t be exact. 

@. And it was four hours afterwards that the current was cut 
off, about that? 

A. Yes, sir; practically. 

@. Was any complaint made to the West End Company, do 
you know, by the department? 

A. I do not know. 

@. Are there any suggestions you can offer to the committee as 
to how these currents could be cut off by any operation of the 
Fire Department when a fire of that kind is raging? 

A. I should consider that something for Inspector Flanders to’ 
offer suggestions on. 

@. We are asking you now, as a man who has had eight years’ 
experience. We will take your judgment now fora minute, and 
when we want Mr. Flanders’ judgment we will try to send for him 
and find out what he suggests. We want to see how near you 
people come — that is what we are trying to get at. It is a matter 
of opinion. I don’t think you ought to have any hesitancy in an- 
swering the question? 

A. I see no reason why it couldn’t be arranged. 

@. In what way? 

A. By means of suitable cut-outs located at different sections, 
so that they could cut out sections. 

@. And you think it would be well when these companies come 
in to the government for a grant to erect any pole or to put up 
wires, at the present time, that that ought to be one of the condi-. 
tions contained in the permit granted them, that they put in cut- 
outs to help and assist the Fire Department? 

A. Yes, sir; I should think it would be much better to put it 
that they should — well, excuse me, I don’t mean to offer sugges- 
tions. 

Q. Talk it right out; that is what we are here for. We are 
here to get suggestions that may be of benefit to the department. 
and citizens generally. 

A. Well, I think if it was broader than that, that they shonld 
put in such cut-outs or follow such suggestions as the department 
might call for, it would be better. 

@. You would have an ordinance of that character ? 

A. Yes, sir; instead of specifying what should be done gen- 
erally. 

@. You think that would be beneficial to the department, would 
assist materially ? 

A. Yes, sir, I do. 

@. You thiuk all the wires should be put under ground? 

i. The sooner the better. 

You think they are an impediment so far as the workings of 
the department are concerned ? 


330 7 APPENDIX. 


I know them to be. 

Why? 

From my experience at fires ; from what I have seen. 

Well, in what way? 

In the putting up of ladders, for one thing — that is par- 
tially the trouble; second, the danger to the firemen from the 
wires. ‘he firemen are not able to distinguish a wire of high 
tension from one of low tension, and to a fireman they all look 
alike. Naturally, it isn’t conducive to their work. 

@. Have you anything in mind at the present time, Mr. Cole, 
that you would suggest that might be applied by an order of the 
City Council or an ordinance, to affect just about what you want? 

Ae Noysit: 

@. Would you suggest anything now? 

A. No, sir. 

‘Q@. You would suggest, however, that the sooner it is done the 
better it would be for the department? 

‘AS -Y es, sir. 

@. Then you would suggest that there be cut-outs placed in 
different sections on different corners where the wires are the 
thickest,in the heart of the city — you would suggest that? 

A. Yes,sir; I would suggest that there be cut-outs for wires 
located in certain places. 

@. All wires that are dangerous? 

i. eny CS SIT, 

@. Weil, wouldn’t it be necessary then — it would be necessary 
then to instruct, if that was accomplished, the members of the 
Fire Department where they are located, so that they might 
operate them? 

A, Certain members ; yes, sir. 

@. And would that be simple in its character, in its working, in 
turning off the currents; merely the throwing of a switch — is ‘that 
what you mean? 

A. It should be a series of switches. Of course, if you couldn’t 
throw out one switch and cut out a section, you would have to 
throw out a series of switches. 

@. Now, kindly explain, so that we may get it into the records, 
you know, and be able to digest it ourselves, the plan you would 
suggest? 

A. Well, it is something that I haven’t thought over myself ; 
have given no attention to it. But at the present time the West 
End Road have cut-outs located in different part of the city which 
are supposed to do that very thing? 

@. Well, do they do it? 

A. Apparently not. 

Q@. Well, now, what would you suggest that should be applied 
to take the place of these, that would improve them? 

A. Well, I should suggest that, in the first place, the men of the » 
West End Road should be thoroughly conversant with their lines, 
shoald understand where they could cut them out. The men at 
the Hecht Brothers fire did not know where to cut their wires or 
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where to throw the cut-outs, to get the current off the wires. For 
all I know they might have suitable cut-outs now. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Cole, suppose — take it along on School 
street — that there was a pole at the corner carrying an electric 
wire cable, a feed wire, and one at the corner of Washington 
street, and that we are, we will say, in the middle here, and that 
wire was cut off, is there any way that the West End Road would 
have of conducting that power beyond that place where it was cut: 
out? 


It would go over the trolley. 

Over the trolley ? 

Over the trolley wire, I should say. 

Which are the most dangerous wires that are overhead ? 

I consider the alternating circuit so. 

Operated by what companies — electric light companies ? 
Operated by electric light companies. 

. And an alternating circuit, you mean, is that that keeps con- 
tinually — 

A. That is a circuit where the current alternates, first in one 
direction and then in the other, a certain number of times a 
second, and converters are used in conjunction with it for lighting 
buildings. The alternating circuit is the primary circuit. 

@. And that is the most dangerous overhead wire? 

A. I consider it so. Of course, there is very little choice be- 
tween that and the are circuit. 

@. Well, what is the next that you consider dangerous? 

A. Well, as I say, it is very little choice between the arc and 
the alternating high-tension are. 

@. Now, in your report, I understand you to say that down on 
Federal street there was a man or men knocked down by wires? 

-A. Yes, sir, saw a man knocked down just after I had been 
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told that the West End wires were dead. 


@. And was that by a West End wire? 

A. It was by a telephone wire that had dropped down across a 
West End wire and hung a few feet over the ground. 

Q. And if any guard wires overhead, or any wires at all fall 
down on the trolley wires, that is liable to be dangerous? 

A. Just as bad as the trolley wire itself. 

@. Do you know whether the wires at that fire that morning had 
anything to do with disabling the water-tower? 

A. J heard so. 

Q. Did you make any examination yourself? 

A. I didn’t know it in time. 

@. From the information that you received could it be possible 
that they could disable it? 

A. Most decidedly, yes, sir. 

@. Do the electrict light people have any cut-offs ? 

A. No, sir; well, that depends on how fine you go. If they are 
running into a building they have a cut-out on the outside of the 
building; bat I understand you tv mean on their circuits, running 
on poles, on the streets? 

Q@. Yes, sir. 
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A. They do not. 

Q@. The West End has some? 

AGS) Sil: 

Is your department notified by the West End Railroad 
where these cut-offs are? 

A. Not that I know of. 

@. Do you suggest that an order of some kind be adopted so 
that they might notify the department where these cut-outs are? 

A. I think they should notify the department of everything they 
do. 

Q. Well! (Laughter.) 

A. In the electrical line —I beg your pardon. 

@. Now, Mr. Cole, has your department at hand ready at a 
fire all the facilities for cutting out all these lines of wires, if it 
was required ? 

A, I think so. 

Q. Well, don’t you know so; is there any doubt of it? 

A. Yes, sir, there is a doubt. 

Q. Well, let us know what it is? 

A. When we go to a fire like that, we haven’t got one-quarter 
men enough. 

Q. That is, ata fire like that of Federal street, you haven’t got 
men enough: ? 

* A. No, sir. 

@. But at, I suppose, ninety-five per cent. of ak fires that 
occur, you have? 

- A. Well, fires are the least part of our work. 

@. Iam not asking you about what is the least part of your 
work, but J am asking you now, in case of fires where you have to 
go, where there are live wires, have your department, when it is 
ealled upon to cut out these wires or to cut them off, got all the 
appliances necessary at hand? 

A. Yes, sir, we have. 

' @. And you say at a fire like the one on Federal street, the 
only difficulties you would encounter there would be in relation to 
the number of men? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q@. That you wouldn’t have help enough? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, I ask you, if at about ninety-five per cent. of the fires 
that occur in Boston you are well equipped with men to take care 
of them? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Now, have you got any rules in your department to govern 
you in answering alarms? 

A. Verbal rules; yes, sir. 

Q@. Well, what are the rules governing your department as to 
going to a fire on the first, second, or third alarm, and the number 
of men that respond ? 

A. I answer all second alarms in the city proper. 

@. You answer all second alarms ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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~ Q. Do you know how many men from your department answer 
first alarms — who is there goes to a first alarm ? 

A. I don’t know — that is a separate branch. 

@. Do you know whether any men go or not? 

A. Yes, sir; I presume they do. 

Q. Now, on all alarms, both first and second alarms and third 
alarms, whether the men are designated to go? 

PL ee-O8; BIT: | 

@. Now, Mr. Cole, in your branch of the department are there 
any men who go to first alarms to cut wires in case that it is 
necessary ? 

A. Not that I know of. . 

@. Do you know that they don’t? 

A. I don’t know that they don’t; no, sir. That is something 
I don’t know anything about. 

@. You know your orders are to respond to all second alarms, 
and cut wires, if necessary, to assist the department? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And that you do? 

A. There are twenty-five or thirty men in our department and 
only four examiners. I am one of the examiners that responds 
on second alarm; what responds on first I don’t know. 

@. Why is it that you don’t respond to first alarms, some one 
of you four men? 

A. Couldn’t tell you. 

@. Do the whole four men respond to second alarms? 

A. Supposed to. 

@. Have you ever, since you have been in the department, 
responded to first alarms? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Well, then it has been the custom in the department for some 
members of your department, some of the examiners, to respond 
to first alarms? 

A. My orders from Captain Flanders on first alarm are to use 
my judgment and go to bad boxes. 

@. Well, that is what I am trying to get at. And those boxes 
are situated in what part of the city? 

A. In the heart of the city from — well, taking up through 
Kneeland street south, and Scollay square north. 

@. Then you would go, if there was a first alarm in that district 
— you would respond on that first alarm to look out for wires in 
that district you have named? 

A. Ido goon first alarm—I went to fifty-two the other day 
on first alarm. 

@. You do go to first alarms? 

A. Yes, bad boxes —I use my judgment. 

@. Then there are some members of your department who do 
go on first alarms? 

Yes, sir. 

And you are all supposed to go on second? 

Yes, sir. 
Don’t you think, Mr. Cole, that it would be a proper and 
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a wise rule to adopt if some member of your corps went on all 
first alarms, having it cut up into districts, and having them go in 
case their services were required ? 

A. It wouldn’t be a bad idea, if we had men enough. 

@. Well, I mean taking the four men they have now. 

A. Most decidedly not. 

Q. Well, why not? 

A. Because four men couldn’t do it. 

@. Well, why do you say they couldn’t do it— would it bea 
physical impossibility ? 

A. I think it would be a physical impossibility to follow it 
up. 

@. Now, Mr. Cole, don’t you think it would be wise, that it 
would be good judgment, for some member of the department of 
inspection of wires to go to all first alarms to cut wires in case it 
was necessary ? 

A. Well, at all ordinary fires men on the ladder carriages can 
handle them. 

@. Well, that isn’t what I am asking you. Iam asking you if 
you don’t think it would be good judgment. You mustn’t hesitate 
at the expense. That, of course, is a matter which, if followed 
up by recommendations of the committee, the Commissioners have 
got to get the money for under the charter or they cannot incur 
any additional expense. Don’t you think it would be wise and 
good judgment to use to have some member of your department, 
taking the department of which you are a member, to go to first 
alarms? 

A. Properly carried out, I do. 

@. Well, what do you mean by ‘‘ properly carried out” ? 

A. Well, I don’t know as I can tell you at the present time. It 
is a subject I haven’t thought of at all, and I shouldn’t care to 
express my opinion off-hand. 

(. Well, why can’t you express an opinion as to the advisability 
of doing it, of sending men? 

A. I think it would be advisable. 

@. Now, how are you going to know when an alarm comes in 
whether it is going to be an incipient fire or a serious conflagra- 
tion? 

A. If we could only know we might prevent them. 

@. That isn’t, you know, what I am asking you — you know 
how to answer that question. 

A. I didn’t understand you — if you will please repeat it. 

@. Isay, how are you to know, taking some of your answers - 
there, when an alarm rings whether it is a small fire or a large fire? 

A. We cannot tell. 

@. Then it would be advisable, you think, to have a man go to 
all alarms ? 

A. It would. 

@. (By Commissioner Frtcu.) Well, Mr. Cole, speaking of 
these trolley wires and the length of time it took to remove the 
current from them, doesn’t it require not only a good practical 
electrician, but a man who has got special and iutimate knowledge 
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of the system, to know just where to cut those wires, to cut the 
current out? ; 

A. It does. 

@. Do you think there are many men in the city of Boston that 
could tell right away where to go to cut out a block of wires like 
that on Federal street in front of the Hecht Building. I mean 
good, fair, practical electricians ; I don’t mean ordinary men? 

A. Well, in most places in the city it would be very diflicult to 
tell. 

@. And you don’t know, of your own knowledge, that there 
were any cut-offs in that particular locality, do you? 

A. I don’t know the location of them; no, sir. 

@. You haven’t seen any, and don’t know whether there were 
any there? 

A. No, sir. I did not know where to cut out any wires by the 
use of cut-outs. 

@. Do you know how many cut-outs the West End has in the 
city of Boston? 

A. No, sir, I do not. 

@. Comparatively few ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know how these cut-outs have worked where they 
have been placed, whether they have worked successfully or not? 

A. I never saw one work myself. 

@. Wasn’t it proposed that they should have cut-outs every 
five hundred feet? 

A. I do not know. 

@. Every block; they call this the bridge system, don’t they, 
this trolley system, the bridge system of feeding? 

A. I don’t know what particular name they call it. 

@. Well, it is so very complicated, the feeder coming in from 
so many directions, that it is very difficultto tell by cutting the 
wires, by cutting the feed wires, from any particular place, whether 
you would remove the current from any part of the system or not, 
in any particular locality ? 

A. Perhaps I can give you an idea of how difficult it is. Down 
at Box 52 the other day I ordered the wires cut on Beach street, 
and Mr. Parker, the man in charge, reported to me that they were 
cut and the wires were dead. I told him they were not dead. 
*¢ Well,” he said, ‘* They are dead, and I can’t do anything else.” I 
said, ‘*‘ Have you cut the guard wires?”’’ He said, ‘> They are not 
charged.” I said, ‘‘ Have you cut them?” He said, ‘‘ No, there is 
no need of it.” I said, ‘* Cut them, and I will take the responsibil- 
ity.” So he cut the guard wire, and that ended the current which 
was coming through the guard wire, the guard wires being grounded 
somewhere. 

@. So that, aside from the regular feeders, they are liable to be 
dead from the guard wires themselves? 

A. It is possible, and it happens where the wires are defective ; 
yes. 

@. (By the Caarrman.) Does it require an electrician to be 
able to cut a wire? 
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A. It does to do it properly, under certain circumstances. 
Under other circumstances any one can do it. You have got to 
use caution. 

@. What are the circumstances under which anybody can do it? 

A. Well, if you have got a wire running along carrying 1,000 to 
2,000 volts, you have got to use some judgment in cutting it. 
You may, by cutting it, drop it where it will do more damage than 
it would by letting it stay up. 

@. Well, how does an expert do it? How does he manipulate 
it rather than cutting it right off short? What would you do 
with it? 

A. Well, it would depend on how much time he had. 

@. I know, but what would you do if you had to go down and 
cut awire now? You would cut it right down and cut it off quick, 
I suppose? 

A. I would, under some circumstances. It would depend 
altogether on the circumstances. 

@. Well, ‘' circumstances”? What do you mean by that? 
What are the circumstances that would surround the matter, aside 
from using due care? 

A. Well, if the fire was spreading, and I was getting the wires 
out of the way so as to avoid any possible trouble, I would do the 
same as I did down on South street the other day, take and 
attach a wire, cut it down on one end and c..t it on the other, and 
get it ont of the way, without dropping the end into the street 
until after it was dead. If it was a case where a fire happened, 
and I had to get it out of the way, I might slash it anyway as 
high as I could, cutting it above the height of the head, cutting it 
right off. There are not any two cases that will take the same 
judgment. 

@. (By Commissioner Fircu.) Mr. Cole, if you cut one of 
these arc light wires between two points of attachment and both 
ends dropped to the ground, the wire would be just as live as it 
was before, wouldn’t it? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. It would connect through the ground? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. So it has got to be cut at both ends before it touches the 
ground, or it is liable to cause trouble? 

A. Yes, sir; of course you have got to be governed hy the case. 

Q@. (By the CHarrman.) Have you ever had any trouble in get- 
ting the current shut off with either the Boston or the Edison 
Company? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Have you ever had any other trouble in getting wires cut off 
with the West End Street Railway Company ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. This is the only time? 

A. I think, then, thatit was unintentional. I think they intended 
to cut the current off. 

Q. But didn’t know how? 

A. That is what I think. 
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Statement by Wa.tER H. ReEyNo.ps. 


@. (By the Cuarrman.) Your full name? 

A. Walter H. Reynolds. On the morning of the Hecht fire, on 
my way down town, after the third alarm had sounded, I got a call 
on Washington and Essex streets, and went down Essex street, 
to the corner of Federal and Essex streets, and I stood there at the 
corner and saw the tremendous tangle that the electric wires were 
making. The wires were falling all the time across the West End 
trolley wire, and every time they fell there would be a lot of blue 
flame and sparks come out with quite a loud report. I stood there 
at that corner about some ten minutes, [ should think, and won- 
dered why somebody didn’t have the power shut off from the wires. 

@. From the West End wires? 

A. From the West End trolley wires. The other wires were, a 
good many of them, down; and I thought that I would see if 
somebody couldn’t shut the power off, so I went up on to South 
street and met the Deputy Superintendent of the police, and asked 
him if he wouldn’t send somebody or do something to have the power 
shut off from those wires, because it was interfering very much 
with the firemen. ‘There were engines stationed then at the 
corner of Essex and Federal, and the firemen had to go back and 
forth from the engines with the hose and different things, and had 
to walk through this network of tangled wires, under the wires, 
and a great many of them were live wires, I should think. When 
they struck the rail there would be flame and sparks. ‘There was 
a great deal of water striking there, and it would carry the wires 
against a rail, and when the end of a wire would come against the 
rail of the street-car track, it would send out sparks. And the 
Deputy Superintendent of Police said that he understood that the 
West End Road had about twenty men there then, and that they 
had the power cut off. So I then went back again to the corner, 
and I had been standing there sometime longer when I saw a man 
receive a shock from a wire that knocked him down. He was 
thrown into the street, and he was partially thrown down twice 
after that before they were able to get him out of this mass of 
wires; and I then went back to South street and telephoned from 
one of the stores on South street to the central power station of 
the West End Road, and they answered that the power had been 
shut off; and I should think it was fully 12 o’clock before they 
got around to cut the wires, and all that time they were a great 
hinderance — they must have been —to the department, because 
it was very unsafe for the firemen to go through under all that mass 
of wires that there was there. 

(. Well, do you believe, Mr. Reynolds, that it would be good 
judgment to have all the wires put under ground? 

A. I think you couldn’t do anything that would be a greater 
help to the Fire Department. The Fire Department now have all 
these latest appliances, they have the long aerial ladders and all 
these arangements, but they are hindered a great many times by 
the wires. I think if the committee would go to the corner, for 
instance, on Charles and Cambridge streets — there was a baby- 
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carriage factory there, since altered into an apartment house, I 
think, five or six stories high — they would see what trouble might 
be caused if there was a fire there by the wires. ‘There is a per- 
fect network of wires there, running both ways, along Charles 
street and out over the bridge and up Cambridge street. And in 
Bowdoin square there is another place. I think District Chief 
Cheswell spoke of that place the day he was here, and what 
a bad place that would be in case of fire. And at almost 
any corner where the feed wires and trolley wires are, they are a 
great hinderance. I don’t see how anything could possibly be put 
up that would be a greater hinderance at times to the firemen. 

For the next meeting the Chairman directed the clerk to notify 
Fire Marshal Whitcomb to be present with the records that he 
had agreed to bring, to notify the underwriters and petitioners once 
more to attend, to summon President Field of the Protective De- 
partment, and to request the attendance of ex-Chief William H. 
Green. 


Adjourned to Tuesday, March 21, at 2 P.M. 


SEVENTH HEARING. 


Turspay, March 21, 1898. 


The hearing was resumed at 2 P.M., Chairman Lee presiding. 


Statement by Fire Marsaau Wuitrcoms. — Recalled. 


@. (By the Cuarrman.) Will you inform the committee, Mr. 
Fire Marshal, who it was that appeared before you in your inves- 
igation of the Hecht fire— the names of those who appeared? 

A. It is quite a long list; do you want the whole of them? 

Cece uals 

A. J. F. Egan, F. J. Fitzpatrick, T. C. Humphrey, F. E. 
Masterson, Edward F. Martin, Robert Carroll, B. S. Flanders, 
Alexander Graham, Mr. Gogan, Eugene Stapleton, Mr. Dowler, 
James Sullivan, E. D. Twitchell, William Allston, Max Kenny, 
Robert Dwyer, John Gargan, R. R. Walsh, Robert J. Reel, 
Edmund B. Smith, William Sears, Louis P. Abbott, Max Kenny, 
H.S. Weymouth, Lewis P. Webber, William P. Cheswell, John 
Regan, Isaac E. Baxter. 

@. Now, Mr. Fire Marshal, will you kindly, if you have no ob- 
jection, read the statement of Assistant Chief Regan. 

A. As to what part of it —the whole of it? 

@. No; I think the part in relation to where you were investi- 
gating, making your inquiry, as to that areaway, as to what he 
knew about that, is what we want? 

A. ‘*I endeavor to make myself” — this testimony, of course, 
was all taken under oath — ‘‘ I endeavor to make myself familiar 
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with the construction of the buildings. Have instructions from 
the Board. J am supposed to inspect all the buildings and report 
monthly in my district; am supposed to understand the situation 
of all the buildings. I knew that an alleyway existed between 
the iron and granite buildings on Summer street and the Hecht 
Building, but did not think of it at the time of the fire; did not 
know that one of the buildings had no shutters. On account of 
there being an alleyway separating those two buildings, supposing 
I had been in full charge of the fire, I would have put lines through 
the Summer-street buildings to protect the Hecht Building, if I could 
remember it. If it had occurred to me that that alleyway was there 
I should have run lines of hose in there and played through these 
windows ; so, probably, I could have kept the fire from coming in 
there, but it could not be expected of the chief of the department, 
because he has assistants to do it. If I had remembered the area- 
way was there, it would have been my duty to have gone to the 
chief and told bim that such a state of things existed.”’ 

@. Do Lunderstand you, as you have read that, Mr. Fire Marshal, 
to state that District Chief Regan informed you under oath there 
that he did not know there was an areaway there? 

A, No, sir; he stated expressly that he did know there was an 
areaway there. 

@. He did know there was one there? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. But that when he got to the fire he forgot it? 

A. Exactly; at least he stated in his testimony that he didn’t 
remember it. I believe I have testified that he had forgotten it. 
I don’t know whether you want to draw a distinction or not. 

@. Is all the evidence that was taken before you in that report 
that you have got there all written out? 

A. What do you mean? 

Q. As to the stenographer’s report? 

A. All the evidence that was taken? 

@. Yes; was all the evidence that was taken written out? 

A. Yes, sir; it is right here. 

Q. Well, now, Mr. Fire Marshal, is that all that relates to that 
areaway that you read there in your report —is that the whole 
of it? 

It is all, so far as Mr. Regan’s testimony is concerned. 

So far as Regan’s testimony is concerned? 

Yes, sir. 

And you are positive of that? 

Yes, sir. 

If you were present I suppose, of course, that you would 
remember that Mr. Regan stated at that hearing that it would not 
be possible for him to know : that it wasn’t his duty to be there ; 
that he was stationed in some other place, where he was placed 
by the chief other than around where that area was? 

A. AsI remember it Mr. Regan stated that he went to the 
rear of the Hecht Building immediately when he got there. He 
wasn’t around on Summer street, wasn’t around on Summer street 
at all, and not on the Federal-street side at all. He went im- 
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mediately to the rear of the fire. He stated: ‘‘I was immedi- 
ately ordered to the rear to take charge on South street; nothing 
at all to do with the Summer-street buildings.” 

@. And you say in that report there that Mr. Regan said that 
if he had known it he would have put a line of hose in there — 
that is. the area; if he knew that area was there he would have 
put a line there. 

A. If he had been in charge of the fire; yes, sir. 

@. If he had been in charge of the fire? 

A. If he had been in charge of the fire. 

@. At that place, at that spot? 

A. Wait a moment; I will read exactly what he states here: 
‘¢ Tf it had occurred to me that that alleyway was there I should 
have run lines of hose in there and played through these windows, 
so, probably, I could have kept the fire from coming in there.” 
But he is speaking, as he says above, on the basis — that is, the 
hyphothesis or supposition — that he had been in charge of the 
fire at the time or had been around on Summer street, which he 
was not. 

@. Did he state to you before that hearing that he would not 
allow a man to enter either of those buildings through the rear if 
he had charge? 

A. I think he made that statement in talk, in conversation with 
me at some time; yes, sir, | remember that. 

). Now, Mr. Whitcomb, in your opinion, from what fires you 
have investigated, do you know where there would be any mis- 
management of the fire, or where its management was faulty, say 
at any of the fires that you have been at or any that you have 
investigated ? 

A. Well, that is a pretty broad question for me to answer, and 
I would say in reply to it that I don’t, in the first place, consider 
that either myself or any ordinary citizen of Boston is competent 
of judging of the management of a fire, and I don’t and cannot 
conceive of anybody’s being able to pass intelligent judgment 
upon the management of a fire, unless it be an expert, such as a 
chief from some other large city, unless the judgment was based 
upon results compared with other places, and, of course, in a case 
of that kind you would have to be very sure that your conditions 
were the same; and I don’t consider myself competent — and I 
don’t believe any other ordinary citizen, whether he is an under- 
writer or fire marshal, or any other man, unless he is a fire fighter 
—is competent of passing judgment by looking at it upon the 
management of a fire. So far as I am concerned, so far as any 
investigations of all the fires that I have investigated are con- 
cerned, I never have seen any act of commission which I thought 
ought to have been omitted, or any act of omission which J thought 
ought to have been committed or ought to have been done. In 
other words, after the Fire Department have got there I know of 
no fault to find, or, at least, have no basis for making a criticism ; 
and when I state in my report there that lines of hose might have 
been run, etc., I am talking then about the prior knowledge of the 
situation by the department. ‘So far as the handling of a fire is 
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concerned after the department have got there, I have seen no- 
thing to criticise; in fact, don’t consider myself competent to 
criticise anyway the handling of a fire. 

@. In your perambulating through the city, Mr. Fire Marshal, 
have you ever had any conversations with any of the underwriters 
that would lead you to suppose that they would be competent to 
judge? 

A. No, sir; I don’t think they are any more competent to judge 
than I am, and I don’t think I am competent to be a judge. 

@. You don’t think my friend Osborn Howes, Jr., can be an 
expert on that? 

A. Well, of course, that is bringing it down to personal matters. 
Mr. Howes thinks possibly he may be; I can’t say as to that. He 
may have remarkable knowledge of fire fighting ; possibly he may 
have studied the question. 

@. Theoretically ? 

A. He may have studied it somewhere that we don’t know of, 
you know. I don’t think a man can judge of fire fighting unless 
he is a practical fire fighter himself. 

@. You don’t think he would be apt to know any more about 
the fighting of fires than our friend John C. Paige? 

A. Well, I don’t know about that; that is asking me a personal 
question again. I would rather have the committee pass upon 
that. 

@. Isuppose, Mr. Fire Marshal, that if you did find in any of 
your investigations where there would be good cause for criticism 
as to the management, or where there was any fault to find with 
any member of the department, that you would make your conclu- 
sions accordingly ? 

A. I should, sir; I should state so publicly. 

@. Publicly? 

A. I think the public are entitled to all the facts that they can 
get about these matters, and as far as I am concerned I always 
propose to give them to them. 

@. And inall those investigations you have made and have made 
public, you have had no occasion to criticise any of the manage- 
ment of the Boston Fire Department ? 

A. Not at all. 

@. And I suppose within the last sixty days you haven’t 
changed your opinion? 

A. Not at all. I am speaking now about the management of 
fires after they get there. I don’t want to have what I say appear 
inconsistent with what I have stated in my report; for instance, 
if anything about any lines of hose, etc., had been done. ‘That is 
something which would have to be — 

@. Then, you are basing that merely upon evidence that, was 
submitted to you, not upon your knowledge? 

A. Yes; well, upon my own knowledge, too. 

@. Let me see, in regard to your own knowledge of that fire — 
you didn’t get to that fire until it was too late? 

A. Not to that fire. I thought you were speaking about fires 
in general. 
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@. In general; yes, sir. 

A. Well, what I was about to say was, that if there was any 
faulty management it would be because, if you might say so, of the 
rules of the department which required Mr. Regan to be familiar 
there, if that was a rule which couldn’t properly be enforced. Ihave 
some question myself about it, although I don’t propose to pass upon 
that, as it is a question of system. It is a question of fault in the 
system, and not in the department itself. 

Q. That is, so far as the rule is concerned? 

A. Yes. 

@. And you believe that some change in that rule should be 
adopted? 

A. Well, don’t claim to be competent to pass upon that, be- 
cause, of course, that is something for the Fire Commissioners to 
judge of. They have their rule there, and the rule was — 

@. Well, you understand, Mr. Whitcomb, that the Fire Commis- 
sioners are not running this hearing. 

Q. No, I understand that they are not, at least, I don’t think 
so. 

A. And we are trying to find out and get at all the facts that 
we can, as I said before, that we may come to conclusions that 
may be of benefit to the department and the citizens generally. 

A. Of course; I presume what this committee want to do is to 
aid the public. 

@. Yes, sir. Well, now, there are one or two other questions, 
Mr. Whitcomb. From your observations yourself — not from any 
evidence that you may have received, but from your own observa- 
tions — and I suppose you have been to many fires probably during 
your time — would you or do you believe that there are two many 
pieces of apparatus that respond to any one box that you know of, 
or boxes? 

A. Idon’t consider myself competent to answer that question 
at all. JI have no opinion about it; it is entirely outside of my 
jurisdiction and my line. 

Q. Well, now, Mr. Whitcomb, as a fire marshal, and from the 
investigations that you have made, would you now recommend 
any decrease in the number of pieces of apparatus that go toa 
box? 

A. I shouldn’t consider it asa part of my duty to make any 
recommendation in the line of decrease or increase; should not 
make any recommendation of the kind, as I would know nothing 
about it. 

@. Well, in making your report, taking your inquiries into the 
spread of fires, coming to that point which you have something to 
do with, would you make any recommendation for any decrease ? 

A. No, not at all. 

@. And of course that answer would naturally convey the idea 
that you did not think it would be wise to make any decrease in 
the number of pieces of apparatus that go to any box? 

A. No; I have no reason to think so. 

Q@. Well, now, Mr. Fire Marshal, from your investigation of 
the Hecht fire, do you think that Assistant Chief Regan should 
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be blamed or censured for the part that he took in the stopping 
of that fire. or in his management at the Hecht Building? 

“l. Well, in the first place, as I remember the testimony now, 
the chief wasn’t there when he got there —if he had gone to 
the chief after the chief was there, the chief didn’t get there, I 
believe, until after the Summer-street buildings were afire. That 
is my remembrance of the testimony, so that had he communi- 
cated to the chief that that areaway was there, it wouldn’t in this 
instance have accomplished anything. That is a rule of the de- 
partment, of course, which calls upon the district chief to know 
of this areaway, and of course it is presumed that he not only 
will know of it, but that he will know of it at the time of the fire. 
Now, whether that is a fair rule or not, and whether it is a fair 
rule that the district chiefs should not only have this knowledge 
of all the physical conditions in the business part of Boston, but 
that they should be able to bring it to bear at the time of the ex- 
citement ofa fire or not, is a question, of course, that [I don’t care 
to pass upon. It isn’t for me to say whether it is proper. Of 
course, a district chief in Mr. Regan’s district would have a very 
large district to cover, and to my mind — personally, of course, 
not officially — he would have to be a pretty remarkable man if he 
could remember all these alleyways and areaways and physical 
conditions, and take advantage of them at the time of the fire. 
Now, it may be that men can do that, it may be that they cannot. 
Whether they can or not, I don’t know, but according to the rule, 
as it stood, Chief Regan apparently had forgotten that that area 
was there. Now, whether that is any more than humanor natural 
under the circumstances, I don’t undertake to say, and even if he 
had known it, in this instance it apparently would have done no 
good, because the chief was not there until after the Summer- 
street buildings got on fire. I don’t think that Mr. Regan — judg- 
ing from the custom, and from what I presume the other district 
chiefs know —I don’t know that Mr. Regan was particularly to 
blame. I don’t see that he could have accomplished anything if 
he had done anything different, accomplished any more. : 

(). Since you made your report, Mr. Fire Marshal, have you 
found out anything further as to what the cause of that fire was? 

A. No, sir; except that I have no question about its catching 
where I said that it did —in the water-closet, from a match 
dropped there. By whom it was dropped, and whether accidental, 
intentional, or how, I cannot say. 

(). That is, in the Hecht Building? 

A. That is, in the Hecht Building. I still have the matter 
under investigation. 

(). And have you arrived at any conclusions as to the cause of 
the fire in the Ames Building? 

A. The same cause, exactly. 

@. (By Mr. O’Brien.) Now, Mr. Fire Marshal, what was 
that statement that you made to us? Was that intended to stand 
as a verbatim statement, or a verbatim report of the statement 
made to you by District chief Regan or Assistant chief Regan? 

72 tah a) 
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Q@. That is, just in his own words? 

A. Just in his own words. 

Q. Now, in making up your report how do you arrive at your 
opinion — do you take the opinions of others and embody them in 
your report, or do you form an opinion from their testimony ? 

A. I take nobody’ sopinion. I take the facts as they give them, 
and upon those facts I build my findings. 

Q. Now, I want to call your attention to a statement that you 
made in the first hearing of this committee. It was in answer to a 
question by the chairman of the committee. ‘* Have you had any 
conversation with any of the Fire Underwriters in regard to any 
of these fires, Mr. Whitcomb?” and your answer, as it appears, 
is: ** Not since the fire, not at all; I huven’t seen a member of 
the Board of Underwriters at all that I know of.” Now, do you 
wish to change that statement at all, Mr. Whitcomb? 

A. Just read it again, please. 

@. The answer you have made is as follows: ‘* Not since the 
fire; not at all.” 

A. What was the question? 

@. The question was: ‘*‘ Have you had any conversation with 
any of the Fire Underwriters in regard to any of these fires, Mr. 
Whitcomb?” That referred to the Hecht and Constant and 
Preston buildings fire. 

A. Well, that was up to the time of the report, — presumably 
it was. 

@. This was at the first hearing of the committee. 

A. Well, I don’t think I want to change that. I don’t think Ido. 

(. Have you ever asked of the underwriters, or of any officer of 
the Board of Underwriters, any evidence from their books or their 
surveys? 

A. No; I don’t remember any at all. 

@. Neither before nor since the Hecht fire? 

ATEN: 

@. Now, before you answer I want to tell you that when one of 
the officers of the Board of Underwriters was here he made a 
statement which is contrary to the statements which you have 
made. When asked as to whether you had asked them for evi- 
dence from their books or surveys he stated that you had received 
evidence from them or from their books. 

A. The only evidence I had was when I telephoned down and 
had Mr. Robinson, one of their inspectors, come up and give me 
the facts as to their shutters. 

@. Then one of their inspectors came to your office and gave 
you that information ? 

A. Yes, sir; at my request. 

@. At your request? 

A. At my request. That is the way in which I ascertained 
that they had information that shutter were not on the Summer- 
street buildings, and had done nothing about it. 

@. Well, do yot recall, Mr. Whitcomb, at any time since the 
Hecht fire going to the office of the secretary of the Board of 
Underwriters and asking there for any information ? 
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A. Asking there? 

Q. At his office? 

A. Not atall. Ihave not been there. In fact, I haven’t seen 
Mr. Howes since or before the Hecht fire. 

Q. Well, this is the statement that Mr. Howes made before this 
committee. The question which he answered is as follows: ‘* If 
the Fire Marshal stated to this committee that he never had had 
any conversation or talk with any of the underwriters or persons 
connected with them, that wouldn’t be true?” That is the form 
of the question. ‘The answer is as follows: ‘‘ No, not if he said 
he hadn’t had any talk at all, because he vame to my office to see 
some of my surveys, and I thought he embodied them in his 
report.” 

A. Itis not true. I did not and never saw any surveys there 
in my life. 

Q. Then that statement would be untrue? 

APY 633i /sir. 

@. Can you recall, Mr. Fire Marshal, seeing the secretary of 
the Board of Underwriters, Mr. Howes, two days after the fire, or 
a day or two after the fire? 

A. I haven’t seen him since — before the fire at all or since, 
either. 

@. Then you didn’t, as he states, have any talk with him a day 
or two before the fire? 

A Not at all; haven’t seen him since the fire or before the fire. 

Q@. You know him? 

A. Of course. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) Were you in his office? 

A. I was in his office and he wasn’t in; didn’t see him. I was 
in his office to ask for the report of their inspectors about these 
shutters, and he was not there; never saw him then. Then I 
afterwards telephoned and had one of the inspectors come up who 
gave me the facts as to their knowing that shutters were not there, 
and as to their reports on the Summer-street buildings. But Mr. 
Howes, personally, I have not seen. 

@. Did you talk over the telephone with Mr. Howes as to the 
fire, or as to any of the reports or surveys that you wished infor- 
mation on? 

A. No, I didn’t. My conversation was not with him in regard 
to the fire at all; it was with the inspector, Mr. Robinson. 

@. (By the Caarrman.) Did you ever have much conversation 
with the inspectors of the Board of Underwriters, Mr. Whitcomb? 

A. What? 

@. Did you ever have any conversation with the inspectors of 
the Board of Underwriters? 

A. Oh, yes, often. 

@. Well, now, do you know them pretty well? 

A. Well, I know them; yes. 

@. Now, Mr. Whitcomb, knowing them as you do, what do 
you say as to their capacity? 

A. Well, you mustn’t ask me to pass judgment upon another 
man’s employees. 


346 j APPENDIX. 


(. Well, you are, I suppose, here to try and find out the causes 
and stop the spread of fires, and if the Board of Underwriters 
have not got men of sufficient capacity and ability, and you know 
it, I think it is a fair question. 

A. Well, I don’t know that they have got incapable men. I 
have never seen anything incapable about them, and never have 
seen any indication that the men weren’t perfectly competent to do 
the work assigned to them. haven’t seen any sign of it. 

@. And if you were an underwriter, and doing a large business, 
would you employ a different class of men yourself — that is, from 
what you know personally of the present ones? 

A. No, I think they have an unusually good class of men in 
that work. 

@. (By Mr. O’Brien.) Do yon know, Mr. Fire Marshal, 
whether there are in this city, or have you found in your investiga- 
tions whether there are in this city any buildings containing 
merchandise which is insured above its full value? I ask you that. 
because if such a state of affairs exists it seems to me it might 
be an inducement for the setting of fires? 

A. Well, I cannot name any specific case, but I have no doubt 
but what large concerns, where their stocks vary at different 
seasons of the year, are insured so that at certain seasoas of the 
year the insurance is above, is more than the value of the goods, 
and when it comes on to the busy season why undoubtedly that 
insurance would be less than the valuation of the goods. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Fire Marshal, have you paid any special 
attention to that point in any of your investigations? 

A. Yes, always. 

@. To find whether the insurance upon the goods was greater 
than the value of the goods? 

AY? LY'e9; 619. 

@. What did you find in connection with the Hecht Building 
fire? 

A. As to the valuation and the amount of insurance? 

(. The valuation and the amount of the policy ? 

A. Well, my impression is about that, without its being any- 
thing but offhand, that they were not over insured. 

@. Do you remember what the insurance was? 

A. i cannot tell, no, — cannot tell at present. 

@. Do you remember what you found that the value of the 
contents of the building was? 

A. IJ cannot tell that to-day exactly, without looking up the fig- 
ures. I looked that matter up, in fact, I looked up the whole 
building, and I think the Hecht Brothers had some pretty nearly a 
million dollars’ worth of stock — $800,000 or something, of the 
kind. 

Q. Well, could you, by referring to the papers you have there, 
give that testimony? 

A. No, sir; because those are all on separate papers not being 
given in evidence. I sent a man down there to ascertain those 
facts, and didn’t summon people and get at them in that way. 
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@. Then you state that as only your impression, without 
knowledge? 

A. Only as an impression. I don’t think, as a general rule, 
that the merchants of Boston are over-insured. In fact, I think 
it is impossible for them to get over-insured; that is, IT am 
speaking now of the larger ones. Some of the smaller people are, 
undoubtedly. 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) There is something I would like to know 
about, and perhaps the Fire Marshal will inform me. ‘There was 
a fire a short time ago on Shawmut avenue, where, after the fire, 
they found— the Fire Department got there pretty early and put 
the fire out, and they found out — that the contents of that man’s 
place was worth something between six hundred dollars and eight 
hundred dollars, and at the same time he hada policy upon the 
place of five thousand dollars. Wonldn’t that be apt to come 
under your notice for an investigation ? 

A, It did. 

@. Kindly state to the committee what was the amount he had 
in stock at the time, and what was the policy that he had. 

A. The amount of the stock was less than what you state. 
We had it appraised, and his stock was appraised, at a very liberal 
appraisal, at from $400 to $500, and he had $5,000 insurance. 

@. Upon stock of that valuation? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. He was simply a tenant in that building? 

A. That is all; paid a month’s rent in advance, and his month’s 
rent was up two days after the fire occurred. 

@. Where is he now? 

A. Well, he is in Boston; he is out on bail;he is under 
arrest. 

@. Have you any other cases that you could give to the com- 
mittee similar to that that have come under your notice recently ; 
we will say within a year? 

A. J cannot offhand; cases of that kind are more or less fre- 
quent. Of course, that was an incendiary fire, and it was a case 
where the insurance people made a mistake, of course. The in- 
surance people there issued a policy for $5,000, and the man never 
had over $500 worth of goods in his store. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Whitcomb, we will take that particular case 
as an illustration; do vou think there could possibly have been a 
mistake there if when that gentleman made application to be in- 
sured they had sent the proper party there to get an itemized 
account of what he had in the store? that they would ever 
make such a mistake, between $600 valuation and a $5,000 policy ? 
Or, what is the fact, in your judgment do you believe the place 
was never examined to ascertain that point? 

A. Well, I have made recommendations in regard to that in my 
previous reports.. Insurance companies, of course, are to blame 
for issuing a policy for that amount when the goods are of that 
small value, and in my opinion an insurance company should never 
take a risk without making an inspection ; and if in a case of that 
kind they should claim, as undoubtedly they would, that the premium 
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wouldn’t pay for it, I should say charge an extra premium, make 
the man pay an extra dollar on the premium, and pay thecost of 
inspection, or else not insure him. 

(. Don’t you believe, in that particular case we are speaking of 
now, that it is an encouragement of crime in that direction to give 
that man that opportunity ? 

A. Yes, sir, I do. 

@. (By the Caarrman.) Now, Mr. Fire Marshal, one more 
question has occurred to me while I have been sitting here. I 
don’t know whether I asked you as to your opinion about the 
overhead wires, as to whether they are a detriment to the workings 
of the department in any way, if you know? 

A. Oh, I think as a general thing they are; no question about 
that. 

@. Do you believe they ought to be all underground ? 

A. I have no doubt about it. 

@. No doubt of it? 

A. J have seen various fires, on Hanover street, in particular, 
where they have caused serious detriment to the working of the 
Fire Department. 

@. Now, Mr. Whitcomb, if you know, under the present 
methods of insurance do the oflicers of the company have any 
personal knowledge of the risks they take? Do you know? 

A, I don’t know enough about the inside workings of the in- 
surance business to pass upon that. I take it that they cannot 
know, but that they have to leave that detail work, of course, to 
subalterns or subordinates to look after. 

Q. (By Mr. O’Brien.) Mr. Fire Marshal, have you had any 
evidence before you, or have you formed any opinion from the evi- 
dence that you have taken, that any of the recent large fires in 
Boston were of incendiary origin ? 

A. Well, I have not. No, I have no evidence to show that 
they were, and I don’t care, of course, about making public any 
matters of private investigation, because it wouldn’t be for the 
benefit of the public if I did when I have those matters under in- 
vestigation, and at the proper time, of course, that will be devel- 
oped. 

@. Well, I don’t want to press the point, if you don’t care to 
give an opinion on it. Have you in the last two years, Mr. Fire 
Marshal, made any arrests for incendiarism, or caused any? 

A. A good many. 

@. About how many? 

A. Well, they will probably average about ten a year. 

@. Well, those are of persons who have set fires in buildings 
where the valuation of the property was small, I suppose? 

A. Principally. 

(). Have any been arrested for the causing of large fires? 

A. None at all. In fact, I have had no suspicions about any 
large fires up to this time. 

@. Well, in the present instance, the matter is under investiga- 
tion? | 
A. *Yes, sir; not speaking of that. 
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@. (By Mr. Barry.) I would like to ask you another ques- 
tion, Mr. Whitcomb. Now, to make a new departure, Mr. Whit- 
comb, what effect do you think this would have, to have a policy 
of this nature, that, in case of every application made by all 
parties in the city of Boston for insurance upon their property, a 
record should be kept by some department — [ don’t know which 
department — that would be open for the inspection of the citi- 
zens generally, or any one who would want to go in and make the 
inspection, the same as looking up mortgages? In other words, 
if a man had a stock worth $500 and was insured for $5,000, and 
a man living in a house near by had reason to believe that some- 
thing was not right there, by going and seeing that record, and 
knowing that fact from the record, he could call attention to the 
matter through the insurance company. I would like to ask you 
what you would think of something of that nature, if it was 
established ? 

A. Well, that might be beneficial. Of course, the question 
then comes up whether these people, the insurance people, the 
underwriters, who are managing a private business, are not parties 
perfectly competent to handle that in their own way; and of 
course the answer to that again would be that where they do insure 
for $5,000 and take a risk for $5,000, and the goods are only 
worth $500, that thereby it is creating a public hazard, you might 
say; and I don’t think, as far as I can see, that there would be 
any objection to that plan, and it might be of some utility. 

@. Do you know that that insurance we are already speaking 
of was placed by the underwriters ? 
I do; yes, sir. 

It was placed by them? 

Yes, sir; two policies of $2,500 apiece. 

Do you know who placed it? 

I do. 

Have you any objections to telling the committee? 

- Notatall. Well, I could give you both names; I don’t now 
remember both. I can get them by telephoning to the office. I 
might give one, but I can’t give both now. But I will send them 
to the committee. 

Q. That is better. Just one question: Mr. Whitcomb, what do 
you think of the city of Boston going to the Legislature and get- 
ting a statute law passed compelling the insurance companies to 
carry out the policy I have already referred to, having an open 
door where the citizens could go in at any time to examine such 
records? 

A. Well, the question is how long a man would have to wait 
before he gets bis policy. ‘There are a great many questions, you 
know, sprung on a man suddenly without giving him a chance to 
consider the matter. 

@. Well, there might have been a case like this in the instance 
I have already spoken of, in regard to the man that got insured for 
five thousand dollars on six hundred dollars, worth of stock; the 
man next door to him might have ascertained that he came from 
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New York or from some part of Connecticut, and that he had had 
troable of the kind before. He might find that out. 

A. I know; but this man, as it happened, had no trouble before, 
and started in there, and who should have been better able to pass 
upon that question than the underwriters themselves. I don’t know 
just what law you could pass that would affect that question. 
Some legislation of some kind might possibly be beneficial, but I 
think that the underwriters themselves would be the only people. 
For instance, if you would have the law which you speak of, it is 
very likely that nobody would have noticed it or would have gone 
and made any complaint about this man having only five hundred 
dollars’ worth of stock there, except the man who inspected the 
stock. ‘The man who inspected the stock of the man who took out 
the insurance must have known, himself, that they didn’t have any 
five hundred dollars’ worth there. 

Q. Certainly; that is the point exactly ; he knew he didn’t when 
he took out that policy. 

A. And it doesn’t seem to me, insurance people, as a general 
rule, would take such chances. Of course, it is a matter of fact 
that they have taken it; and just how you would accomplish what 
you are trying to get at, I don’t know. I don’t know whether the 
way you suggest would do it or not. 

@. Another point, Mr. Whitcomb. Wouldn’t some such a law 
be beneficial to you as Fire Marshal. If you had access to such 
records, so as to be able to find out about the policy of every indi- 
vidual in the city from a record of that nature, and somebody who 
was acting for the good interests of the city notified you that he 
had reason to believe that John Brown did not have in his place 
five thousand dollars’ worth of stock, and was insured for over ten 
thousand dollars, wouldn’t it be of advantage to you to go and see 
the record, and see the place, too? 

A. Not unless you changed the law in regard to the Fire Mar- 
shal’s office in such a way as to give him additional powers which 
he has no right to exercise now. 

Q. That might be done also, giving you additional help? 

A. Well, there is no doubt there might be supervision of some 
kind. It is possible to create some ‘supervision that might be 
beneficial, but just how you would go to work and arrive at it I 
wouldn’t undertake to say, because I haven’t passed upon it, and 
haven’t considered the question. 


Statement by Dana W. BENNETT. 


(By the Cuarrman). Your full name, sir? 
Dana W. Bennett. 

And your business? 

The fire insurance business. 

Located where? 

Seventy-two Water street, Boston. 

You represent some insurance companies, sir? 
I represent three or four companies of Boston. 
And several outside? 

Yes, sir. 
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@. Well, now, I understand, Mr. Bennett, that you are one of 
the signers of a petition to his Honor the Mayor? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Your firm are? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Now, the first paragraph of that petition that was presented is 
as follows: ‘** The undersigned fire underwriters of Boston respect- 
fully represent that in their opinion the administration of the Fire 
Department of this city needs to be greatly improved in order to 
check the needless destruction of property due to its present in- 
ability to promptly and effectually extinguish fires that occur 
within our municipal limits.” Now, I suppose that you carefully 
read all that petition before you signed it? 

A. Well, I can’t say that I did. 

@. You don’t know whether this is the same petition you signed 
or not? 

A. I supposed the petition I signed was to investigate the 
causes of the fire, or what remedy could be applied to prevent the 
conflagrations. 

(). Have you, as one of the underwriters of Boston, any cause 
for or any complaint to make against the management of the Fire 
Department or its inability to cope with fires in Boston? 

A. Personally none whatever. 

@. Well, had your firm? 

A. No, none whatever. 

@. Do you know of or can you cite any instance where there 
has been any mismanagement on the part of the Boston Fire De- 
partment in coping with fires ? 

A. None that I know of. 

@. Have you or any member of your company ever had cause 
to make any complaint as to the negligence of the department in 
any way in connection with any fires destroying property in 
which you may have had insurance placed? 

A. Not the slightest complaint whatever. 

@. What is your opinion as to the ability of the Boston Fire 
Department to cope with fires in Boston, from your own observa- 
tion ? 

A. I think they compare favorably with any in the country. 

@. And I suppose, Mr. Bennett, that if you had carefully read 
that petition, and read that first paragraph, that you would have 
hesitated somewhat in signing that petition? 

A. Certainly. 

(. I suppose, like all other petitions that are brought in, it was 
signed hastily? 

A. That is the idea. 

@. Simply because it doesn’t cost anything to sign. Now, Mr. 
Bennett, I suppose that you have heard several of the complaints 
made about overhead wires? 

wi, Y Gb, Hil. 

@. Well, do you believe that the wires should be allowed to re 
main overhead or should be put underground? 

A. I think they should all be put underground, that they are 
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dangerous and unsafe both to the firemen and to pedestrians in 
the streets — the public. 

@. And I suppose as an underwriter you would say that that is 
the c 

A. Yes. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpny.) Mr. Bennett, do you know 
how much is the total amount of premiums received in some of the 
large cities of the country? 

A. No, only in Boston. 

Q. Well, in Boston the amount is about $3,000,000, I believe? 

A. Yes, about $3,000,000. 

AE thought you might know about some of the other cities — 
we don’t want it right to the dollar, you know, but a sort of a 
rough estimate, taking for example, New York City? 

A. I don’t know what the premiums are in New York. The 
trouble here in Boston is our large area of floor space, high build- 
ings, and large stocks. 

@. And very narrow streets? 

A. Very narrow streets, and that you don’t have to contend 
with in any other city. 

@. Also the overhead wires, I suppose? 

A. Yes, the other conditions with the overhead wires make a 
bad combination. 

Q. Now, how much do those conditions add to the risk? Let 
me ask you this question, Mr. Bennett? We have overhead wires, 
we have large area buildings on narrow streets. Now, how much 
extra risk does that add, how much does it put on to the charge 
for insurance, in your opinion —that is, how much should it put 
on? 

A. It doesn’t put on any in the city of Boston; but in Chicago 
the fact that floor space is over 10,000 feet makes an advance of 
one per cent in rates. 

@. That isn’t done anywhere in Boston? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Now, in regard to Chicago, —let us distinctly understand 
what the fact is; Chicago with its broad streets — 

A. Yes, sir, broad streets. 

@. Excessively broad, if my memory serves me right, on the 
average, the narrowest streets being 68 feet wide and from that 
running up to the widest, 140 feet — in Chicago for floor area of 
over 10,000 square feet they put on one per cent. ? 

MY C8. Sire . 

Which in Boston, with its narrow streets they don’t do? 
Yes, sir; don’t do. 

And with its overhead wires and every drawback ? 

Yes, sir. 

Well, now, is the reason why they haven't done that in 
Boston because of the efficiency of the fire service? 

A. Well, no, certainly not. 

Q. Well, why? 

wy Well, that is something beyond my comprehension. 

@. It isn’t good business not to do it? 


Orehoh 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 353 


A. No, I think the merchants would be perfectly satisfied to 
pay a proper rate. 

@. That is, in other words, if people had over 19,000 feet of 
floor area charged them one per cent. extra for that luxury, and 
you think it would have a good effect if they treated bad risks as 
they should be treated and let good risks come in cheaper? 

A. Yes, sir; it would prevent the putting up of large area 
buildings. 

@. Just as, in business, if you questioned a man’s business 
credit, you would charge him an extra price. 

A. Certainly. 

(). And that same rule you would apply, even in insurance? 

A. Certainly. 

@. And you would look, in one sense, upon people who had 
large buildings, or buildings of over ten thousand feet area, as 
people without good credit? 

A. Yes, sir; and in case of a fire in such a building here, in- 
stead of burning down a block, as it would in Chicago, it is a 
menace to the whole district. 

Commissioner Murrny. — Exactly; you and I agree, Mr. 
Bennett. 

The Coairman. — Has Mr. Field been summoned, Mr. Clerk ? 

Clerk BrawLry. — Yes, sir; he is out of town. 

The CHarrMan. — Summon him again. 


Statement by Inspecror FLANDERS. — Recalled. 


@. (By the Coarrman.) — You made a report, Mr. Flanders, to 
the Board of Fire Commissioners on January 21, in relation to the 
Hecht fire? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. You submitted that in print — that is, in typewriting? 

‘Awe d G85. 81Ts 

@. And syou also, I suppose, sent to them, through yourself, 
the report from Mr. Cole, one of your inspectors ? 

A. That report was made to me, and I forwarded a copy to the 
Board. 

Q. Yes, sir; to the Board of Fire Commissioners ? 

A. Yes; by which they might have a knowledge of what was 
done, have some minutes which would show them what was done. 

Q. Now, Mr. Flanders, I suppose that during that day all reports 
were made directly to you, if you could be found, and I suppose 
you were there all the time and stationed your employees in differ- 
ent places. Now, what time of day was it that you had the 
current cut off from the West End Street Railway Company’s 
trolleys, — their current? 

A. Well, I am unable to give the exact time but I should 
judge it was somewhere about half-past ten, from that to eleven, 
before I was satisfied that the current had been entirely removed. 

@. Well, do you know what the cause was that it wasn’t re- 
moved earlier? 

A. No, sir; I do not know,the actual cause why it wasn’t. 

@. Well, you, of course, read your examiner’s report? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

(). And from his report were’ you led to believe that it was be- 
cause the people who had charge of the cutting out didn’t know 
how to do it? 

A. Well, I was led to believe that the men who came on to the 
ground for that purpose, perhaps, didn’t know where the switches, 
the necessary switches, were. Then, even if that had been the 
case, that they had known of the cut-outs there, and had gone there 
and cut off the current, unless certain other wires that are used for 
guards had been cut down or broken each side of the fire, it would 
naturally have taken the currents along to some extent through 
those wires. 

@. You say in your report that it was about 11.30 before the 
wires, as a whole, were clear of current. Now, were there any of 
the other companies that didn’t get their current cut off before 
that time? 

A. I think there was; I think there was one electric light com- 
pany where they had a current through the wires. In fact, I don’t 
think there was but one company doing a commercial lighting bus- 
iness that had many wires there. For instance, the majority of 
them belonged to the Boston Electric Light Company, and I think 
the Edison Company had two working wires in front of the build- 
ing on Federal street. 

@. Have you had any conversation or any consultation with any 
of the different companies, or with the West End Street Railway 
Company since the fire? 


A. In connection with this? 

@. In connection with the delay. 

A. I have not, sir. 

@. Have you sent them any communication as to the delay at 
all? 

A. No, sir; I have not. 

@. Has any order issued from your office to any of the compa- 


nies, in case of fire, what you wanted them to do? 

A. Through the Board of Fire Commissioners there shas been. 
I requested of them that they should send a representative. 

@. Well, of course, we will allow that you have had to go 
through all the proper channels? 

Yes, sir. 

But you have done it? 

Yes, sir. 

And it has been done? 

Yes, sir. 

And you reported to the Board of Fire Commissioners cer- 
tain rules that you wanted adopted by the several electric light 
companies and the West End Street Railway Company? 

ASSL ES Bit. 

Q. Now, Mr. Flanders, do you believe that there are cut-outs 
enough along upon the line of the various electric light companies 
and the West End Street Railway Company, or would you suggest 
that more be placed or put in? 

A. Jam inclined to think that the railroad company is at present 
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putting in, quite largely, cut-outs. Recently, within the past six 
months, I find them putting them up very frequently. In regard 
to the electric light companies, those that ran wires on house-tops 
and poles, it is almost impossible to tell how frequent the places 
are where they have a chance to cut out. I think there are but 
a very few places. ‘The principal part of the electric lighting in 
the commercial part of Boston is by wires that are run over house- 
tops, almost entirely you might say, in the commercial part. 
There are a few streets on which they run poles, but where it is 
not practical to run poles on streets, where the streets are so 
narrow, they utilize the house-tops for their wires. 

@. Is there any place that can be reached from the house-tops 
where cut-outs might be placed, on the roofs of the buildings or 
otherwise, — some place convenient ? 

A. There might be some way so as to open a circuit, to entirely 
kill the service the full length of the route. It wouldn’t do to go 
on the top of a building and take two poles of a current and short- 
circuit it there, abandoning the line immediately. The reaction of 
the intense current thrown back would be detrimental to the ma- 
chinery and perhaps create great damage to the system. 

). Well, there is some method that could be applied that would 
obviate just that difficulty that you state? 

A. Open the circuit. 

(@. Well, do you think an ordinance which might be passed 
compelling the several electric light companies, and all other com- 
panies using electric power, to place switches where directed by the 
Board of Fire Commissioners, or by the Superintendent of Fire 
Alarms, would inure to the benefit of the department and the citi- 
zens generally? 

A. I think some arrangement or some law might be made. I 
am not prepared to say just what that law should be, but I think 
there might be some law devised that might be beneficial in that 
respect. 

@. And a law could be drawn so that it would be practical to 
do that, do you believe — baving cut-outs placed where the cur- 
rent could be removed ? 

A. I think so. I think also in doing that it would be very nec- 
essary that the law should include how the wires should he run 
over various sections of the city. I don’t think the law now does 
control that. I think the companies doing business in Boston get 
a general permit for a location and for doing their commercial 
business in the city of Boston, and where they run the wires over 
house-tops they run them as they please and where they please. 

@. And from your observations, don’t you think it would be a 
wise ordinance to pass, also, which will provide some regulations 
so far as wiring is concerned upon the interior? 

A. Yes, sir; I believe that, taking the law as it stands to-day, 
the Department of Inspection of Wires has no power to enforce it as 
it stands, and the only method which we have of compelling the 
adoption of the recommendations which we request or wish to 
have carried out is by calling the attention of the parties who own 
the building or the stock within the building where the wiring is 
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done to the matter. We send them a copy of the inspection, 
notifying them in detail of the way in which the work should be 
done, as shown by inspection. We have no authority to compel 
the parties doing this work to even notify us that they are going 
to do it before it is done, and the wiring being concealed often- 
times in the ceiling it is impossible to get at what the nature of 
the work may be until after it is done, and perhaps trouble may 
come from it. 

@. Have there ever been many complaints made to you of de- 
fective wiring in the interior of buildings? 

A. Well, sir, that comes through our own examination. 
Wherever we find an electric installation for lighting purposes we 
send an inspector. ‘The city is divided into so many districts with 
an inspector in each district, and he makes a daily report of every 
building which is examined. We make a request of all people 
who are doing a wiring business to notify us previous to doing 
any work, and we furnish them with blanks which we request that 
they will fill out and send to us previous to commencing the work. 
We ask them to state the building, the number of lights, what the 
lights are — whether incandescent or not — and the extent of the 
service, on this blank. We request that they shall furnish us that 
information before they commence the job, in order that we may 
overlook it, oversee it, while it is being ‘done ; but probably in one- 
half the cases they go to work and do the job first before they 
send even the notification that they are intending or are going to 
do it. 

@. Well, it is not mandatory ? 

A. Not mandatory. 

Q. Just permissive? 

A. Just permissive on their part. 

@. Well, now, how many complaints have you received from 
your examiners of defective wiring, if you can recall — for ex- 
ample, take it for a year or two years? 

A. Probably from twelve to fourteen hundred in the past two 
years. 

@. Now, do you know, Mr. Flanders, whether the underwriters 
of Boston have inspectors who make a practice of making ex- 
aminations of the wiring of the interior of buildings? 

A. ;They do, sir. 

@. Has any complaint ever been sent to you or to your office, 
or made to any of your examiners by any of the inspectors of the 
Board of Underwriters, as to defective work? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Never — you are positive of that? 

A. Yes, sir; they have been into my office, some of their in- 
spectors, sometimes in regard to certain buildings where there 
have been fires that possibly could be atributed to electric light- 
ing currents. 

@. But no complaints as to defective wiring? 

A. No complaint, none to my knowledge. 

@. How many examiners have you got in your department, 
Mr. Flanders? 
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A. Four. 

@. And they cover the business portion of Boston, the business 
district ? 

A. Yes, sir; they cover the whole city. 

@. The whole city? 

A. Yes; it is divided into divisions. For instance, one exam- 
iner takes Charlestown, East Boston, and South Boston; another 
one the South End and Dorchester and a part of Roxbury ; another 
one Brighton and West Roxbury. 

@. Do you, Mr. Flanders, think that by placing more boxes in 
the business district of Boston it would add to the benefit of the 
citizens in case of fire, or the owners of property ? 

A. No, sir, it would not — notif you ask that in a general way. 
I suppose it may be in some special location, possibly, but I don’t 
call one to mind at the present time. In the city of Boston, the 
boxes, the fire-alarm boxes, are now located, in the commercial 
part of Boston thicker than in any other city in the country. 

@. Have you ever had any complaints from any property 
owners in the business district of Boston as to the distance from 
their property to the nearest box? 

A. Well, sometimes we get complaints of that character. 
Every man that is doing business in Boston would like to have one 
on his own building, provided we wouldn’t put any wires on it —on 
his building. Frequently we have requests to have one located 
that would be halfway between two of the boxes now located near 
by in the very locality. 

@. Have any of the Board of Underwriters ever submitted any 
report or made any request to you to locate any boxes in that 
district ? 

A. No, sir, they have not. 

@. Nor any of their inspectors? 

PAIN O,- SLL, 

@. Now, Mr. Flanders, how often are all your boxes tested ? 

A. Once in two weeks is the rule, and if there are excessive 
storms that are liable to do any serious damage — thunder-storms, 
wind, rain, hail, or sleet — we clear up what we call the wreck of 
broken wires, and when the lines are apparently clear we order the 
foreman of construction, who has the care of them, to distribute 
his force all about the city to test the boxes. 

@. And every box in the city is tested certainly once in ‘two 
weeks? 

A. Well, that is the rule, sometime it may go a little over it in 
bad weather, but the rule is once in two weeks. In some cities 
they go around and test them once in three months, and in other 
cities don’t test them at all, except to designate a particular day, 
making it a month ahead, when they will strike out an alarm of 
fire from a certain box each day for a month. The people coming 
within that box are notified by the department that it will be done 
at a certain time, and that it is not an alarm, but simply to test 
that box. In large cities, when they do that, it takes a long time 
to test the boxes. 
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@. Is there a record kept? Have you a record of every box 
tested ? 

A. We have a record of every box tested. 

@. Kept where? 

A. In our fire-alarm office on the desk of the operator, and 
when a box is tested it is not only tested but itis looked over thor- 
oughly. The man at the box calls up the office, gives his full 
name, and it is responded to by the operator in the office before he 
pulls the hook. The hook is then pulled, and the box comes in the 
usual manner, as any alarm of fire would come in when the box is 
pulled without previous writing ; and that is recorded on a book, 
giving the month and day that a box is tested, who the man was 
who tested the box, and who the operator was that received it; 
and if there is any trouble in any way with the working of that 
box it is noted at that time on the book. A blank space is left at 
the opposite side of the record for the purpose of carrying out an 
entry in regard to any defect that might be shown. 

@. And that record is kept in your department, the department 
under your charge? 

A. The fire alarm office. 

@. The department under your charge, and of which you are 
superintendent? 

A. Yes, sir; kept at all times upon the operator’s desk in the 
operating: room. 

Q@. If that test was omitted at any particular box would you 
know it? 

A. We can look it over occasionally ; we take the book and run 
over it to see if there is any omitted. A man starts out and has a 
methodical system of going to these boxes and getting around. 
For instance, he starts at Dorchester and commences at a certain 
point and goes around one sidé and comes back the other, in order 
to get at all the boxes. 

. And if there was a box omitted in that test you would know 
it? 

A. We should know it by looking over the books. 

@. Looking over the records? 

A. Yes, sir. 

. And I suppose orders are issued that those records shall be 
looked over? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Do you use insulated wire? 

A. Yes, sir; some. What do I understand you to mean by in- 
sulated wire? Covered wire for outside purposes? 

Yes, sir. 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. How much? 

A. Well, I don’t know as I can tell you how much. I think 
possibly thirty or thirty-five miles at the present time out doors. 

@. Well, why do the electric companies use insulated wire, 
covered wire, Mr. Flanders? 

A. I didn’t understand the question. 
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@. I ask you why do the electric companies use insulated wires 
altogether ? 

A. The electric lighting companies use insulated wire on account 
of the danger that might come from other wires going across them ; 
to keep the current within their own territory. It might be danger- 
ous if they got their wires across others and they were not insu- 
lated. 

@. Well, do they get better service by using insulated wire? 

A. They don’t get so mutch liability to contact with other wires, 
and if they were not ipsulated and should come in contact with 
other wires there might be a very large damage, which might be 
attributed to their current if they didn’t put an insulation on to 
the wires sufficient to keep them from getting in contact with other 
wires. 

@. If you had an appropriation sufficient for that department 
you would immediately adopt and use insulated wire, covered 
wire ? 

A. Entirely — throughout the department? 

Q: VY es) sir. 

A. No, sir. 

@. Well, why not? 

A. Because I think I can get along and have better service 
without it. 

@. Well, you say better service? 

Pre ess Sir, 

@. Will you kindly state to the committee why you get better 
service, Mr. Flanders? 

A. In the first place, an insulated wire, if it is the size which 
we use for our service, in times of storms and sleet would. carry 
about four or five times its weight of this sleet, and that would 
make more liability of breaking it. The insulation does not in- 
crease to any material extent the tensile strength of the wire. 
Then, the greatest point that I would want to make, or that would 
come in connection with that, is that the fire-alarm wires in all 
cases, wherever it is practicable, and I make it practicable where 
I can, should be above the other wires. ‘The idea is to have these 
wires above every other wire in the city, above the other city 
wires, even, on poles, buildings, and all other places where we 
run the wires. In that case we don’t have the liability of other 
wires falling upon them. Well, people who use insulated wires, 
you will find, dodge around the eaves of a man’s building, into 
a tree, and here, there, and everywhere. Now, the great trouble 
about an insulated wire, in my opinion, is, that where you have the 
insulated wires, going across from one place to another like that, 
from a building to a tree, and so on, when it comes in contact 
with branches and gets to rnbbing and wearing, you don’t know that 
it comes in any such contact at all until it chafes through. If you 
get a storm, and that wire commences to swing, it gets the abrasion, 
and pretty soon you have forty places in one line where it has 
chafed through, and you wouldn’t know that there was any con- 
tact there whatever, perhaps, until considerable damage had been 
done to the service. If it is an open wire the instant it touches 
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there you know it, and it is removed. The fact is, consequently, 
this: that if we used insulated wires entirely there might be 
contact, and we would not know about it until a storm had come 
up and caused this abrasion of the wires, and it would then all 
develop at once, and the wires running across from one point to 
another in different places would be in such condition, and there 
would be so many of them in contact, that we could not take care 
of him. 

@. And the ordinances provide, I suppose, for your taking the 
top of the pole and the top arm of all.poles, so that you can have 
your wires above the others? You have that right of way above 
the other wires on all poles? 

A. That is because the city takes that right in the permits it 
erants, and uses the top arm for city wires, for fire-alarm telegraph 
wires and others. It does not specify that we shall use the top arm 
for our fire-alarm wire. That isa right that we take, and we exer- 
cise the right of taking the right of way for our fire-alarm telegraph 
wires, and have done so to a great extent. 

@. Don’t all the permits issued give you that right, under the 
conditions ? 

A. Well, they reserve the top of the pole and the top arm for 
the city, and that, I suppose, means any of the wires of the city 
departments — the Police Department, Fire Department or others. 
I generally like to have the idea given to all those departments 
using wires that the fire-alarm wires should be kept from contact 
with others, and that others should not be placed nearthem with- 
out our knowing something about it, and try to convey the idea 
that our wires, being in use most, being the most important, being 
the wires that are used more often than those of any other of the 
city departments, should have the choice of position, the right of 
way, and that the wires of the other city departments should not be 
placed without our consent and knowledge and our knowledge of 
how they are located there. 

@. Have you had trouble from other departments trying to take 
the right of way? 

A. I have known of their putting wires there without our 
knowledge in some instances, but we have had very few such 
cases. 

(). Have other wires there been of any serious trouble to yours ? 

A. In some cases they have been in contact and we have found 
out that they have been there by finding them in contact with our 
wires. 

@. And I suppose that you believe that if the giving of rights 
to the city is to continue in this respect the department, the Fire 
Department, should have the exclusive right to the top arm? 

A. I think so. 

@. That the Fire Department should have that privilege? 

A. I think so, and that all the other departments of the city 
should have another arm on the pole. I think two arms should be 
reserved to the city, and I think the top arm and top of the pole 
should be reserved exclusively for the use of the Fire Department, 
and the next arm for the wires of the other departments, with but 
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very few wires in their use, occasionally a telephone wire, and 
soon. But I think the fire-alarm wires should have the first right 
of way above all other wires, for safety. 

@. That you haven’t got now? 

A. No, sir, not legally. 

@. Now, Mr. Flanders, what does the operator at the, central 
office do when he receives an alarm? 

A. The alarm comes in on paper, in characters, there being a 
pen which makes an ink mark on paper, and there are two oper- 
ators always on duty. One steps to the register to look at this 
paper, as the alarm comes, and the other turns to the machine to 
send it out. When he finds out what the number is—if it was 
five hundred and twenty-one, for instance, as soon as the five 
strikes he says, ‘* Five,’ — the man at the receiver — and the oper- 
ator at the back sets the machine at five, then the ‘‘two” and 
‘‘one ” the same, and when it is all in, the second operator starts 
it right out. It is all ready to go as soon as the last blow.of the 
round is received. It is all ready then to be sent, all set and 
ready to start, and then it is started. 

@. Do the engine-houses obtain the alarms simultaneously with 
that signal office? 

A. No, sir. 

Q@. Why not? 

A. We tried that several years and found its failings and 
abandoned it. We can do it. Our machinery is such at the 
present time that it is kept in perfect working order and can do it 
if necessary. I think there was a time here a short time ago 
when, under certain stress of circumstances, which transpired at 
that time we went back on to that system for an hour or so, but 
that was the only time I think for about a year or a little over a 
year. The trouble with the system of having it automatic, having 
it strike directly to the engine-houses from the boxes, was that it 
was more liable to create confusion. If you had more than one 
box pulled — and which is frequently the case, very frequently the 
case —if it went direct it would cause such confusion in the 
engine-house that it would be impossible to tell what box the alarm 
came from, whereas the operator in the operating-room can ‘adjust 
his instruments in such a way that he can pick out both boxes 
which are being pulled, one at a time. ‘Therefore, we considered 
that it was safer, the loss of time being merely nothing, to adopt 
this system. Now, with the gongs which the Fire Department use 
in the engine-houses for getting their alarms it is much better to 
use the present system. They are now not struck from the boxes, 
but only for alarms from the central office. They are not affected 
by the tests which are continually going on — the testing of boxes 
and the repairing of lines, which used continually to raise trouble 
on the lines, causing jingling in the engine-houses at these gongs 
constantly, all the time. 

Q. Well, what would you estimate to be the loss of time by the 
adoption of the present system, stopping the winding in of the 
boxes to the engine-houses directly by the automatic system? 

A. Well, from eight to ten seconds — not over that. They vary 
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a little in different boxes. If you had a small box, twenty-one 
or down in the units or tens, the time is very short. If it is up in 
the eight hundreds it takes a few seconds longer. The alarm 
comes into the operating-room and goes out at about the same 
speed. It is sent out fully as quick — twelve or fourteen blows in 
ten seconds is the speed at which it is sent out. 

@. Then, do I understand you to say that the operator sends 
out the alarm on the first or second round? 

A. He sends it. when he has-received the first round. One 
operator turns to the machine to receive it and the other operator 
sends it out. 

@. What knowledge do you have that thatis done, that he does 
send it out after the first round? 

A. From frequently being around when it has been done, at 
all times in the twenty-four hours. 

@. Well, in your opinion it is not delayed so that it does not 
go out until the second, third, or fourth round? 

A. I hardly think so, and I know I have been there at all times 
of the day and night. There are generally four or five there, and 
two there at all times at night. Ihave been there a great many 
times day and night, and I never have seen any special delay ex- 
cept when, perhaps, they have had two boxes coming in together 
on the circuit, and in order not to make any mistake in sending 
the alarm to the department, we would make a very short delay in 
making up our minds which the boxes were. 

@. And you have stationed in your operating-room how many 
men on duty? 

A. Two all the time. 

Q. All the time, day and night. 

A. Day and night. In the daytime there are usually four 
there. 

(. And the operators, Mr. Flanders, couldn’t lose two, three, 
or four minutes without your knowing it? 

A. I don’t think they could very well. I don’t think they 
could, because this paper would show. They, wouldn’t know 
what the alarm was if they waited that length of time, because 
the alarm would have come in and have gone by, and they would 
have to resort to the paper, and every paper is kept with the ex- 
act time on it of the receipt of the alarm. We have the papers 
giving the exact time of the receiving of every alarm, and it is 
kept on the book, and the paper is kept, not being allowed to be 
mutilated, with the name of the operators who have received and 
sent out the alarm. 

@. And you keep a record of the alarms in the office in that 
way? 

A. Yes,sir; we can give you the record of every alarm re- 
ceived and sent out for a number of years past, any alarm that 
you might desire. 

Q. Do you favor the interlacing of circuits as a preventive of 
mixed alarms? 

A. No, sir; you mean interlacing on the circuit? 
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@. What I ask is this: do you favor the interlacing of circuits 
as a preventive of mixed alarms? 

A. Qh, yes, sir. 

@. Well, why? briefly, you know, to the point. 

A. Because it brings two boxes in separately, so that you can 
distinguish them. We are quite likely to have two boxes rung at 
the same time, and we have one pen for one circuit and one for 
another, and if two boxes are rung on different circuits, one pen 
marks for one alarm which comes into the office, and there is an 
entirely different pen on the register for the other. So, if a box 
came in which was located on a No. 1 line, and the next box as 
you go down farther is on the No. 2 line, we will say, and they 
would both come in together, you would have them registered on 
two different places on the paper, by two different pens entirely, 
so that one could not interfere with the other by reason of both 
running at the same time. 

@. Well, that is on a loop system? 

A. Yes, sir; metallic circuit ; no end to it. 

@. No end to it? 

A. Each circuit of itself is metallic, both ends coming into the 
office and connecting with the battery. The boxes are arranged 
in this way: one box will come in on one circuit, then you pass 
to another box and take that on the next circuit, and then you pass 
to the next one, on another circuit, and perhaps the next one you 
come to is on the circuit of the first box, and so on. By the ar- 
rangement that we have at the present time there is po clashing 
between two boxes, as there are so many different circuits. When 
both boxes are pulled we get both boxes, instead of having one 
mixed with the otber. | 

@. When a line gets open how long does it generally take to 
repair it, and what has been the longest time ? 

A. Well, that is a question that I am hardly able to answer. 
Sometimes it is closed in a very few minutes, and sometimes it 
may take an hour or two hours. There is a difference in the 
time required to fix different lines when they are open. A line 
might be open, perhaps, at Milton Lower Mills or at Mattapan, 
or the extreme end of Brighton, and it takes longer to get there 
than it would if it were in this immediate vicinity. 

@. It would be the mere matter of transportation and getting 
there? 

A. Yes, sir; locating it. 

@. Is it customary to test boxes during a hard rain-storm? 

A. Well, yes; if there is lightning directly after. 

@. What do you say, sir? 

A. After rain and thunder storms, it is — especially after rain- 
storms. We have means in the office of knowing the condition 
of our circuits, and if the water should work into the boxes to any 
extent it would be likely to drown the curcuits, and we have in- 
stances that develop that fact, where circuits are tested every 
few minutes in the day. 

@. And that fact would be known at your oflice— if any box 
was cut out? 
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A. Yes, sir; from grounding in that way. 

@. Have you ever had a box cut out when you didn’t know it 
at the office? 

Ay PS ti siis 

@. When was that? 

A. I don’t think we have had one for some time. 

@. How long ago? 

A. Well, I don’t call to mind one for a year and a half; I don’t 
know how long ago, but I should judge a year and a half ago. 

@. Has there been any since then? 

A. I don’t call to mind any. That is very likely to occur in 
any system that is now being used, and I don’t believe a system 
can be devised that will run safely, so far as I know, which would 
entirely avoid it. | 

Q. Have you got a Morse key on all your boxes? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. On all the boxes in the city? 

A. Yes, sir; all the boxes. 

A. And at every fire I suppose there is an expert operator sta- 
tioned at each fire? 

A. Itis a custom of the department, of the Fire Department ; 
perhaps that is a little out of my way, still it comes under me toa 
certain extent. We have a schoolof telegraphy in which a certain 
number of members of the Fire Department are taught the Morse 
alphabet, to read and write by sound, and these men are assigned 
as messengers for the various battalion chiefs. After they be- 
come proficient enough to operate lines to the satisfaction of the 
department, the Inspector of Wires, then they are assigned to the 
battalion chiefs for that purpose. Their duty on arriving at a fire 
is to go immediately to a box as soon as they have communicated 
with the battalion chief at the fire; go directly to the box, open 
it and call the office. As soon as they call the office the operator 
responds to it and the messenger knows that he is there. He re- 
mains there until he is relieved by the battalion chief. When he 
is relieved and told to go away he ealls the office again and tells 
the operator he is going to leave the box. Now, if there is any 
message the battalion chief or Chief of the Fire Department wishes 
to send or transit to the office, he gives it to this messenger, it is 
rung in by the Morse key, taken by the operator, and he transmits 
his orders as may be most practicable, whether by telephoning to 
the department, or whatever may be the best method of connecting 
with them. 

@. By messenger or otherwise? 

va yeh Qs! Sa Se 

@. How many men in your department are employed exclu- 
sively in testing-boxes. 

A. We don’t employ any exclusively in testing-boxes. We 
have one man that is assigned to that duty and it takes him 
nearly his whole time. Sometimes we have to put on three or 
four. All the line men are competent men to do that. 

@. All the linemen? 

A. What we call linemen — we have linemen and helpers. 
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(). And how many of those are there, Mr. Flanders, that are 
competent to go and test a box? 

A. Well six or eight of them. 

Q. Did the fire at City Hall last year render the entire fire 
alarm service inoperative ? 

A. For a very short time. 

@. How long? 

A. For about an hour I should judge — less than an hour. 

@. Now, has anything been done to avoid the recurrence of 
such an event? 

A. We had appliances to meet the emergency in a similar occa- 
sion to that, but it came around on the wrong side of the house in 
order to stop it. I don’t think anything could be done to stop it, 
the way it came. The high-tension current line, that I suppose 
was the cause of the trouble, came in through the window, furnish- 
ing light to the dome, and the flexible cord came in contact with 
some metallic substance in there and the overcharge and over- plus 
of current burned through the insulation and went through our 
machinery. Where our lines are, they come in through the dome 
and come down in a different direction, and we have an arrange- 
ment for protecting them against anything of that kind, which does 
protect from anything of this kind. 

@. Then there has been something that you have adopted — 
could that occur again? 

A. Well, under the same circumstances, I should say yes, but 
I don’t think it is liable to occur again, although I consider that 
the present location of the Fire Alarm Department, as I said the 
other day here on the stand, is very hazardous and very danger- 
ous. Not only it is true from the danger shown at that time, but 
from any fire that might occur otherwise than in this building, 
outside of what currents might be brought in. 

@. Now, when your new station is completed, could anything 
of the kind occur? 

A. I don’t see how it is possible that it can. The plans as I 
have laid them out if carried out will be as modern as anything 
yet known. 

@. Well, have you any idea about the time you are going to get 
into your new quarters? 

A. Not the least. I don’t even know when the contract 
calls for the building being finished. 

@. Do you say you have no idea of when you are going to get 
in there? ; 

A, No, sir, I have not; I think some time in the near future, 
in the course of a year. 

@. J should judge that that question had better be asked of the 
Board of Commissioners. 

A. You had better ask the question of them, perhaps; I should 
judge about a year. 

Commissioner Murpuy. — About a year. The contract calls for 
its completion the last of December. That is the time set for 
finishing the building, but I should judge from the looks of the 
building that it would take a year to finish it. 
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@. (By the Cuarrman.) Now, Mr. Flanders, I want to ask 
you a question which probably has more bearing upon orders that 
may be given in regard to the cutting of wires or the authority 
that may be vested in you by the Board in regard to the wires of 
the several companies, and I glean this from whatI have read in 
the newspapers within a week. Does the West End agent, or the 
man having charge, take orders froin you concerning the cutting 
of wires, or the cutting out of a circuit at fires, or does he insist 
upon getting his orders directly from the Chief of the Fire De- 
partment? 

A. Well, I never have given him any order direct. I have sent 
through my assistants. JI have generally had occasion, in the 
case of a large fire of that kind, to establish a headquarters 
where I can be found, until I get my whole corps together and 
send them to various sections. I delegate to certain member cer- 
tain authority, give them charge of a certain number of men, and 
give them instructions as to what I wish to have carried out, and 
then they go to their respective places to have it carried out. I 
don’t know as there has been any objection on the part of the 
West End Company, any refusal to obey an order that came from 
me. I think there was some little controversy down at the Hecht 
fire, but I don’t think it was in any way intended by the West 
End Road to obstruct the workings of my department. 

@. Well, did you have any trouble out here at the Tremont 
Temple fire, by reason of their refusing to cut the wires? 

A. I had none, sir, whatever. 

@. Or any of your men? 

A. None that I know of. I heard an outside statement that 
there was something of the kind, but none of my men have said 
anything about it. 

@. Have you read the newspaper statement of this gentleman 
connected with the West End Street Railway over his own signa- 
ture ? 

A. No, sir, I have not. 

@. Declining to take orders from anybody but the Chief Engi- 
neer of the Fire Department? 

A. No, sir, I haven’t seen it. 

@. Well, if that was so, you believe that some remedy should 
be applied, that that order should be taken from you? 

A. Most assuredly. As I understand you have reference to 
the Tremont Temple fire? 

@. I ask you in reference to that, coming to that? + 

A. I came on the ground very early, came down on the second 
alarm, and immediately went to the box, and I waited there to get 
some of my men together. I didn’t consider that it required a 
great amount of attention at Tremont street, knowing that build- 
ing very well, having fought several fires in it myself in times past, 
and knowing that the fire was all through the roof. My attention 
was turned to getting the wires out of the way on the other three 
sides of the fire, believing that the fire wouldn’t show on Tremont 
street, to any extent, which it didn’t. The building was ap-_ 
parently left in the same condition in that respect to what it was 
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when burned some twelve or fourteen years ago. When I came 
by the water-tower was almost in position, they hadn’t got it up. 
I waited to see if it was all right, if it had to pass by any point 
where the wires might make any difficulty, and everything seemed 
all right when I arrived there, and I went right along. There was 
no complaint made to me at any point in regard to the West End 
wires. I.will say this much, Mr. Chairman, that Mr. Whitney, of 
the West End Railroad, has always showed a disposition to do 
what he could. I have had occasion in various other sections of 
the city in regard to wires to find some fault and request that the 
fault should be remedied, and he has always had the matter at- 
tended to promptly, has always recognized the note sent to him 
and made a return thanking me and requesting me at any time 
when I saw anything that I thought wasn’t satisfactory to notify 
him, that he would consider it a great favor if I would do so. 

@. Then you have had no complaint from any of your men or 
any of your inspectors that when they have given orders to any of 
the companies — the West End or any other company — they have 
refused to take the orders unless they came from the Chief 
Engineer? 

A. No, sir; I generally take this matter into my own hands 
and do the work myself. If I find it isn’t being done, I have sort 
of taken authority into my own hands in the matter —I don’t 
know as I have legal authority to do it, but in case of emergency 
I have assumed that authority, and I think the department should 
be invested with that authority. If in the opinion of the depart- 
ment the wires should be removed, the department should have 
the legal authority to do it. I don’t understand that I have it 
now, but I have done a great deal of it, taking the authority into 
my own hands, and the companies, so far as I know, have found 
no fault with my doing it. 

@. If you were present and the West End man or any other 
man connected with some of the electric lighting companies 
wouldn’t take orders from you to cut the wires, you would pro- 
ceed at once to do it, to eut them? 

A. I should do so, and take the responsibility afterwards. 

@. Take the responsibility afterwards? 

Zt. Ob. Sir. 

(By Commissioner Murruy.) You have been to New York, 
Chicago, and the other large cities of the country, Captain Flan- 
ders, haven’t you, sent by the Board of Fire Commissioners, have 
you not? 

A, I have. 

@. And have thoroughly inspected their fire-alarm services ? 

A. I have. 

@. Will you kindly tell the committee the system pursued in 
Chicago, showing how many rounds of the tappers they use in 
order to get correct alarms ? 

A. I think they are not so quick in getting alarms out as we 
are. ‘They wait longer, get more turns, and run the boxes a larger 
number of rounds. I don’t think they send out the alarm until 
after the second and sometimes the third round. In Chicago their 
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system that is used in connection with the boxes is identical with 
ours, with the exception that they run more rounds on a box. In 
Pittsburgh — 

@. Allow me one moment, please. They wait until after they 
get one round in the office before they send it out? 

(Ase Os teil. 

Q. Now, at night they get one round in the office, and then in 
the engine-house they wait one round extra there, before they let 
the horses out ? 

A. Yes, sir; they have no right to go until the second alarm. 
I was speaking of getting the rounds in the central office. In re- 
gard to the companies, the companies must receive a second alarm 
before they are allowed to leave the house. 

@. I want you to explain the system that so much comment or 
talk about, the system whereby the patrol pushes a button and 
holds the alarm until he makes sure that it is the one his company 
goes to, and then it goes in. 

A. That is in connection with the Chicago system. They have 
a place where they can cross the circuit, crossing out a gong which 
is in the dormitory of the engine-house, and the man on watch in 
the engine-room, sits at his desk there, perhaps reading a paper, 
and when the alarm comes in .it simply notifies him by a simple 
sounder, the same as a telegraphic sounder, so small that it 
couldn’t be heard about this room, only being heard by the man 
when he is close by it. He finds there is an alarm coming, and 
after that first round goes through, if it is for his engine, he puts 
on a switch and presses the button, which lets the next alarm call 
the men, so it is virtually the third round before they start and 
hitch up to go. 

Q. How is it in New York? 

A. In New York it is the first round. After the first round it 
is sent out, in the same manner as here. 

@. In practically the same manner as we do? 

A. Practically the same. 

@. Just one more question — your assistant, Mr. George, has 
charge of the Fire Alarm Service under you? 


AES eS asi, 

@. And is electrically responsible to you for its management? 
A. Yes, sir. 

@. He has also been through these various cities ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 


And the reports which have been made to the Board of Fire 
Commissioners — which personally I have verified ? — 

A. Yes, sir. 

(). And made my report to the Board of Commissioners — have 
been that the alarms as received and sent out in Boston are fully 
abreast of those in other cities ; that the methods are almost identi- 
cal with those which are pursued in New York and Chicago? 

A. Yes, sir, and Philadelphia. I might, perhaps, say a word 
in connection with Philadelphia. That is a modern office, al- 
though they have been quite a number of years building it. 
Their operating-room is about the size of this room, and their re- 
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ceiving instruments are here, for instance, and then they have got 
to go clear across the room to send in the alarm. That is, I 
think, the slowest of any of them. 

@. One more point— you are now equipping your engine- 
houses with a tapper, are you not, a mechanical tapper ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. No, when the engine-houses are thoroughly equipped with 
the mechanical tapper, the increase that will be made in sending 
out the alarms over last year will be about fifty per cent. in 
speed? 

A. Yes, sir. We have got somewheres about forty of them. 

@. They run up from a blow a second to about a blow and a 
half a second, do they? 

A. Running about fourteen blows in ten seconds. 

@. When the engine-houses are all equipped with this mechani- 
cal tapper how much will be the increase of speed? 

A. They can run these mechanical tappers or gongs at the rate 
of seven blows a second if they wish to, or anything under that. 
They will respond to a rapid telegrapher writing with his key at 
seven blows a second. 

Q. Your idea, however, is not to use the machines to that ex- 
tent, at that speed? 

A. No; my idea was to drive the alarm up to fully two blows a 
second, using the indicating register we have at the houses now, 
so that if it went faster than a man could count he would have the 
paper there to look at, the gong striking over his head, and there 
is the paper with the alarm on it, blow for blow 

@. So if anybody makes the assertion that the service in Bos- 
ton is not abreast of that in other cities — I will repeat my ques- 
tion, so that I may be sure you understand it— that it is not 
abreast of that in any city in the country in speed or efficiency, 
as faras receiving and sending out alarms is concerned, you 
deny it? 

A. Yes, sir; I deny it. I believe to-day the city of Boston re- 
ceives and sends its fire alarms as quick as any city in the United 
States. 

@. And with the new machinery it will be quicker? 

A. Yes, sir; with the new machinery it will be quicker. This 
advancement you speak of in connection with the mechanical 
tappers is put in for this very purpose — to increase the speed — 
and the service will then be a great deal faster than it is in any 
city in the country. 


Statement by Inspector JoHN S. DAMRELL. 


@. (By the Cuarrman.) Your full name, captain? 
A. John 8S. Damrell. 

@. And your position is? 

A. Inspector of Buildings. 

@. How long have you been Inspector of Buildings ? 
A. Fifteen years. 

@. Ever been connected with the Fire Department? 
A. I have. 
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@. How long? 

A. Twenty-eight years. 

@. And have some interest, I suppose, now, in its workings? 

A. I have. 

Now, captain, I suppose you have read of these various peti- 
tions that have been presented to His Honor the Mayor and 
printed in the newspapers? 

A. Not all of them, no sir. 

@. It would be impossible for one man, I suppose, to keep run 
of them? 

A. I have read some of them. 

@. Well, now, I want to ask you directly a question concern- 
ing this first paragraph here of the petition signed by the Board 
of Underwriters, and I am going to let you answer it in your own 
way: ‘* The undersigned, fire underwriters of Boston, respectfully 
represent that in their opinion the administration of the Fire De- 
partment of this city needs to be greatly improved in order to 
check the needless destruction of property due to its present in- 
ability to properly and effectually extinguish fires that occur within 
our municipal limits.” Now, captain, I am going to let you 
answer that in your own way, for or against. 

A. Well, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I have never yet found 
perfection in anything that I have come in contact with, but as far 
as my knowledge of the Fire Department, to-day, and its methods 
and the promptness and alacrity with which it responds for duty 
is concerned, from my observation of other departments in the 
United States, and from my own knowledge, I cannot conceive 
how any citizen, let him be a Board of Insurance, or having any 
other interests at stake, has any reason whatever for any fault 
with the work accomplished. 

@. Do you know the present chief of the Boston Fire Depart- 
ment? 

Ba Vite Bk fo 

@. Have you known him long? 

A. I have. 

(. What is your opinion of him, Mr. Damrell, as a man, as to 
his ability to scope with fires in the city of Boston, large and 
small ? 

A. I have watched him closely, attending many fires, and he 
has appeared under all circumstances cool and collected, giving 
sufficient evidence that he understood his position and the respon- 
sibility that rested upon him. His orders have been clear and 
decisive and to the point. 

@. Would you consider that it was the duty of the Board of 
Fire Commissioners to either blame or censure him for faulty 
management in connection with his management of the fire at the 
Hecht Building ? 

A. I was not present at that fire, but I have looked the ground 
all over, studied it in all its points, and I should say without fear, 
as an expert — and I count myself on that line — that should the 
Board of Fire Commissioners, in their capacity, find any fault 
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whatsoever with the chief, in his management of that fire, they 
were not competent to judge what constituted good work. 

@. Well, now, Captain Damrell, you heard considerable com- 
ment made about the cutting of holes through that wall. Now, as 
a man of considerable experience, what would you have done un- 
der the circumstances if you had been in charge at that fire, in the 
position of any of the district chiefs ? 

A. I should take the advantage, sir, of every thought that would 
suggest itself for the better accomplishment of the work I had in 
hand. If it was to cut a hole or undermine and tear a wall down, 
it would come, and I should take the responsibility for doing it. 

@. Well, what would you say as to the judgment used in cut- 
ting the holes in the wall there, at that fire, from what you have 
seen and your observation ? 

A. My judgment is that it was excellent, couldn’t have been 
better if it had been thought out and matured. 

@. Well, what theory would you advance for the cutting of a 
hole through a wall? 

A. In order that the temperature of the fire might be reduced 
at the earliest possible moment, bringing the streams directly up- 
on the seat of the fire. 

@. Is there any measure of reform that you would suggest that 
might be urged in the Fire Department to-day? 

A. In what particular do you mean, when you speak of reform? 

@. Well, we will take it in general as to the discipline, the rules 
or the fighting of fires. 

A. As to discipline, the fighting of that fire is evidence in itself 
that the department is under discipline. I couldn’t answer it any 
better than the fire answers the question. 

@. Youhave, I suppose, visited several of the large cities of 
the country? 

A. I have, yes, sir. 

@. Examined into the workings of their departments ? 

A. I have made their departments a study. 

(). How does Boston compare with the other large cities of 
the country to-day ? 

A. Very favorably, indeed. 

. Are there any improvements that you noted during your 
tour of inspection in other cities that you would recommend be 
adopted in Boston ? 

A. I haven’t seen any improvement in any other city, sir, 
that Boston doesn’t have, and even in advance of those cities. I 
haven’t yet found any. 

@. Do you think that Boston is as well equipped as other cities 
in apparatus ? 

A. Good as mechanical ingenuity can possibly suggest, not 
only of the best, but plenty of it. 

(). And the ability of the men in the department to cope with 
fires, how does that compare with the men in other departments? 

A. I never saw any hesitancy or any neglect to manipulate the 
apparatus with perfect success. 
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@. Have you ever, captain, looked into the quality of the hose 
which the department of the city of Boston purchases ? 

A. Nothing outside of simply noticing the condition of the hose 
at the fires, which I attend very frequently. 

@. Well, from your observations, what would you say as to the 
quality of the hose that is used? 

A. I think the department have been very successful in their 
selection, sir. The leakage has been, around fires and in the 
buildings to which they have been called to go through, very 
limited indeed, very limited. Of course there is a liability to 
trouble — and it is beyond the power of the hoseman to discover 
it — from a line of hose being stretched across the street and being 
crossed by an engine or a coal wagon, when it is not filled, but is 
lying upon the ground. ‘The tire of the wheel and the contact of 
' the pavement is very liable to make a breach which would not be 
discernible until the stream was upon its full pressure. 

@. Now, captain, I am going to read another paragraph here, 
and I am going to let you pass your own judgment upon it without 
any questions: ‘* Your petitioners believe that it is a reflection 
upon the municipal administration of this city that, after annually 
granting such large amounts of money to the requirements of 
defence against fire, such unsatisfactory results are obtained.” 

A. Well, that is a play upon words — ‘‘ unsatisfactory results.” 
Fires are never alike, neither can they be fought on the same 
principle. They occur under different circumstances, Mr. Chair- 
man; therefore different tactics have got to be brought into play 
to meet the conditions ‘in which a fire occurs. J think it unjust 
and unfair to say that nnder certain conditions the results are not 
equal to what the results might be in other cities, because the 
conditions are entirely different, entirely different, and the effici- 
ency of any department cannot be weighed from the fact that large 
losses have occurred. 

@. Do you believe that the tax-payers of Boston, with the 
amount of money that is appropriated for the service of the Bos- 
ton Fire Department, receive the benefits from the amount appro- 
priated, in general? 

A. I most assuredly do. The amount that I might be called 
upon to pay individually in support of the efforts made in the sup- 
pression of conflagrations I think I can cheerfully say that I pay 
with a great deal of pleasure. 

@. Now, captain, can you give the committee, from your ob- 
servations and from your knowledge, the causes of the spread of 
some of the recent large conflagrations that we have had in Bos- 
ton, taking the Hecht Building to start with? 

A. The causes are many. The conditions and circumstances 
produce the cause, and the effect follows that cause. Taking a 
building with the area of the Hecht Building. containing so large 
a floor area and about 1,200,000 cubie feet, filled with inflamma- 
ble material well on fire, it requires a large stretch of mind to say 
that the heat generated from such a vast body of fire would not 
raise the temperature in the immediate vicinity of that fire to a 
degree which would be above the igniting point, and if it does, of 
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course all fibrous matters, subject to blaze, would ignite. There- 
fore, buildings contiguous to such a body of fire, when brought in 
contact directly with sufficient heat, may ignite. I have no doubt, 
Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, it has come under your own obser- 
vation that heat has been thrown across a street. Smoke would 
be discovered at once issuing, and then, immediately following there 
would be a blaze, without the building coming in contact with any 
blaze. Simply the heat had increased to the point of temperature 
which would be between three and four hundred degrees, rising 
375 degrees, which would cause the structure upon the opposite 
side of the street or in contact with it toat once break out in flame. 

. Well, was that demonstrated at the last fire in any way? 

A. It was, indeed, at the last fire — no, not the last fire. 

@. No, I don’t mean the temple, I mean the Ames Building. 

A. Oh, I should say so, sir; when observation showed the street 
one solid body of fire, flame, the street being filled completely full, 
caused by the intense heat of the structures ignited on the other 
side and producing heat centres and currents which gave the ap- 
pearance that was witnessed. 

@. Now, captain, from your observations at that Hecht Build- 
ing fire—and I suppose you have heard some of the testimony 
here — what would you say as to the judgment of the chief or the 
district chiefs in placing men in there in that areaway? 

A. I cannot conceive of an act so rash on the part of men 
whom I know and have had business interests with in connection 
with fires. I cannot conceive of them doing such a thing. I 
reason on this hypothesis, that here was a building that within 
four minutes, as testified to, was a seething mass of flame — so 
large a structure carried upon iron columns, with iron girders in 
the lower story, and the fact that it was subjected from the ex- 
terior to a cold blast, and from the interior the conditions indica- 
ting a most severe hot blast, with a temperature which would be 
rising eight hundred, exceeding that before the four minutes ex- 
pired, therefore those columns and those girders were perfectly 
useless as a matter of support to carry the structure. An engineer 
competent to fight fire must understand those points, and if he did 
he couldn’t constantly jeopardize his men by placing them in areas 
where the liability of expansion by heat, causing the crippling of a 
column, would throw the walls over, and would be liable in a 
moment to crush them, he couldn’t tell when. Therefore I should 
say that no engineer understanding his business would be so rash 
as to do that, because I hold that human life is sacred, and these 
men who do fire duty, God knows have enough to contend with 
without being heedlessly sent to their doom. 

(). Well, how was that Hecht Building rated down at vour 
office, captain — Al? 

A. Yes, Al, as far as it was consistent to rate a building under 
the laws under which it was constructed. 

@. Would a building of that character under the new laws, be 
allowed to be constructed to-day ? 

A. No, sir. 
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@. I suppose you read the Fire Marshal’s report pretty carefully 
and thoroughly ? 

A. Yes;I read it. 

@. Well, now, in speaking of the iron shutters on the Constant 
Building he says that: ‘‘ The architect of the Constant Building 
further states no shutters were provided for in the specifications 
under which this building was constructed, although iron hinge 
hooks were furnished.” Have you looked into that matter, captain ? 

A. I have looked into it, yes, sir. 

@. What have you to say to that? 

dl. My only answer to that, Mr. Chairman, is this: that my 
personal knowledge of the condition of the building as to shutters 
was limited, in looking at the application for the construction of 
that building. ‘The architect was not called upon to furnish under 
the law either plans or specifications. If he did furnish them it 
was gratuitous on his part to do so. ‘The application called 
fora mercantile building. It raised the question whether a mer- 
fantile building came under the provision where shutters were de- 
manded. But it being so many years ago I couldn’t recall the 
facts and I appealed to the record, and I found in the final report, 
that made by Assistant Inspector Frye, that shutters were on the 
Constant Building, and no shutters upon the Preston Building, 
while the contrary seemed to be the fact. ‘There were shutters on 
the Preston Building. and none on the Constant Building, indicating 
most clearly that in signing the report the assistant inspector made a 
mistake and took up the Preston Building, and signed it for the 
Constant Building, and, wice versa, the Constant for the Preston. 
J also learned that at the time of the erection of the Constant and 
Hecht Buildings, one prior to the other, there was a large open 
space there which, if it was as described, would not — even if it 
had come under the clause for stores and storehouses — have de- 
manded shutters at that time, by reason of the space. In regard 
to that [ am not prepared to speak as to the fact, but that is what 
I learned. 

@. Well, now, there is another paragraph following that: 
‘“The above facts would seem to indicate gross negligence on the 
part of some one, and a direct violation of the building laws, as 
well as an official record (unintentionally, no doubt), concealing the 
fact.” 

A. Yes, sir; I read that. 

@. Was the fact ever concealed? 

A. Not to my knowledge, sir. The records of the department 
are open to the inspection of every gentleman who has any inter- 
est whatsoever, to insurance people, to fire engineers, to our citi- 
zens generally. In addition to that, upon application a copy of 
our records will be furnished any gentleman who is interested 
enough to desire or ask for a copy. ‘The highest aim and purpose 
of the department is to faithfully and fearlessly —I emphasize 
the word ‘: fearlessly’, — discharge its duty, and give the city the 
full benefit of all the law there is in construction. ‘That our law 
has not been all that I have desired it should be, the record is 
made. I need not comment upon it; I stand upon the record. 
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(@. Well, now, captain, his concluding words here in a para- 
graph are: ‘‘ Namely, the inspector of buildings, whose duty it 
wouid then have been to have seen that the building was furnished 
with shutters, or to prosecute the owner.” Could you have done 
that under the old law? 

A. No, and yes. There are two answers to that question. 
Under the old law, under which that building was constructed, the 
question would naturally come, which would have to be decided, 
if the building was completed, The law reads that upon the 


completion of a building, if any violation exists of any one of 


the sections regulating and controlling construction, the In- 
spector, through the City Solicitor or Corporation Counsel, may 
apply to the Court for an injunction restraining the occupancy of 
said building. Now, then, the question would naturally arise 
when the building — as the law didn’t limit the time within which 
it should be completed — when the building was completed. But 
I don’t say I would not have acted if I had known of the absence 
of shutters. If I had known — mind you, if I had known the fact 
— that the shutters were not there, I certainly should have taken 
measures at once to have forced, if it were possible, shutters to 
be placed there. Again, the law was specific on some points. If 
a building adjoining the Constant Building —we will say the 
Brown Building — had been a manufacturing establishment six 
Stories in height, more or less, filled with the most inflammable 
material possible to store it with, the law didn’t compel that build- 
ing to put on shutters, simply because it was a manufacturing 
building. 

@. Was there any complaint ever entered at your office by 
any of the tenanis of that building about these shutters ? 

A. Never to my knowledge, sir. 

Q. Never? . 

A. Any complaint or hint that there wasn’t the best of protec- 
tion in that vicinity, as there were shutters on the Hecht Building, 
would have suggested immediate action on my part to force them 
on to the other. But, as you know, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, 
the area of this city is extended, the force of the department is 
limited, the duties are arduous, and there are many places in this 
city to-day, and there have been continually many violations, tech- 
nically so, that hadn’t ought to exist, because I believe what is 
worth doing is worth doing well. But, for the want of proper 
help, or a sufficient help —leaving out the proper — want of suffi- 
cient help — there were many minor matters that were overlooked 
— could not be attended to. 

@. And I suppose, captain, that if a complaint had been 
made it would have been attended to by your department at 
once ? 

A. It would, sir, as I think I can say, sir, safely, without any 
fear of contradiction whatsoever by anybody, no matter how 
spleeny or how much injured they may feel, that no complaint 
was ever made to the Department of Inspection of Buildings 
under my supervision that immediate attention was not given to 
that complaint. 
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@. Have any complaints ever been made to you or to your 
office by any of the inspectors of the Board of Fire Underwriters ? 

A. Never. My attention has been called to certain violations 
by underwriters’ inspectors. I will give you one recently on 
Boylston street, where, in a wall, an aperture was made to cut 
through to join to a party-wall of the next building. We knew 
nothing of the fact, no application having been made. The first 
knowledge I had of it, that such a thing existed, was by an article 
that appeared in the press, saying that the inspection was inefli- 
cient and was not what it should be. Iimmediately despatched an 
inspector to ascertain the cause, and found that such a violation 
did exist ; that the opening had been made and without any permit, 
and upon questioning the parties they said that they had talked 
with the underwriters, and they had no objection, and therefore 
they thought that they had a perfect and undoubted right to make 
the improvement. The parties were complained of and put into 
court. They plead ignorance of the law, and the Court dealt with 
them not as criminals, but very leniently, and gave them a reason- 
able amount of time to comply with the requirements of the law, 
and that ended that at bar. 

@. Are there any other cases that have come under your obser- 
vation? 

A. I do not recall them now. There may be. If there are they 
are on record, Mr. Chairman, but I haven’t fortified myself by 
looking over the records to see if there were any such complaints 
or not. 

@. Would you know if there were any complaints made by the 
inspectors of the Board of Underwriters or by any underwriters 
themselves as to any defects? 

A. The attention of the department was called by the Board of 
Underwriters by letter, and also by one of the inspectors, to a 
building where the law was supposed to be violated in this respect ; 
that an excess of ten thousand feet of area was exposed by cut- 
ting through the wall. On investigation I found that the appli- 
cation verified the fact, that the area was not in excess, but was 
far below, one thousand five hundred feet below, that is, far below 
the ten thousand feet. But the insurance inspector claimed that 
he had measured it, and that it was in excess some thirty or forty 
feet of the required amount. But the City Surveyor, who was de- 
tailed by the Department of the Inspection of Buildings, in addi- 
tion to my own, to make that survey, said that it was within the 
limit, and that the improvement was entirely legal and within the 
law, and that ended that case. 

@. So far as space was concerned ? 

A. So far as space was concerned, and the rest of the require- 
ments were complied with. 

@. Are there any other cases that you can recall, captain? 

A. Ido not recall any other cases, now, sir. 

@. Now, about the inspectors in your department and the offi- 
cers of the Fire Department, how are they? Are they in harmony, 
as far as you know? 

A. They are in the most perfect harmony, as far as I have any 
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knowledge. I received from the district engineers very often 
information that certain things need to be looked after, calling my 
attention to things noticed by their patrol in going through the 
buildings. Upon that coming to my knowledge, I give it the first 
immediate attention, in preference to all other matters, and I am 
under obligations to them, to the Fire Department, for the infor- 
mation so received, and have acted upon it as quickly and as 
promptly as it was possible to do so. 

@). What are the rules of your department so far as inspectors 
being present at all fires is concerned ? 

A. It isa rule that they shall be in the district; that they shall 
attend all fires. There are many fires that are small, what we 
might call one alarm, single-alarm fires, that I have no doubt are 
not attended; but second and third alarms bring the inspectors. 
We are laboring, in connection with the duties of the inspectors 
in that line, under a disadvantage to-day. We have no means in 
the mercantile section of the city here, the bells having been cut 
out to a very great extent, of getting an alarm by night — that is, 
the inspectors — and they have to rely upon being called by offi- 
cers or getting the alarm the best they can. 

@. Would it be to the advantage of your department if an 
alarm was placed in the house of each inspector — would you 
suggest that? 

A. I should, because the law says that they shall attend all 
fires in their district, and I think, that being the law, they should 
have facilities for getting the alarms. But you take the outlying 
districts and the necessities of an inspector, the duties required of 
him as to building construction and contents stored, would not at 
all times amount to a great deal, and his presence wouldn’t be of 
any special advantage to the Fire Department. 

@. Have any of your inspectors ever had cause to complain to 
you of the treatment they have received from the Fire Depart- 
ment? 

A. Never. 

@. Now, Mr. Damrell, do you believe that the overhead 
wires are a menace to the best workings of the Fire Depart- 
ment? 

A. Yes, sir; anything that would give cause to the firemen to 
feel that they were in danger must of necessity retard their effort. 
Whether the fact existed or not, if they felt so, it would retard 
their effort. i 

@. You think it would be wise, good judgment, to have all the 
wires put underground ? 

A. Why, I think it is too patent, Mr. Chairman, to admit of 
any argument whatever. A minute is an hour, and anything that 
retards the department whatsoever from the quickest possible 
move that can be made for the extinguishment of fires, is a great 
detriment. The loss may be $1,000, it may run up into the 
millions, in just that one minute. Therefore they should not be 
impeded in their work in any way. Men belonging to the Fire 
Department are human, and there is nothing, sir, so discouraging 
to a man who is fighting a fire as to feel that he is hampered, that 
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he cannot do what his desire and purpose is to do, by reason of 
matters which he cannot control. 

@. What is your opinion, captain, as to the number of pieces 
of apparatus which respond to a box or to several boxes? Would 
you suggest any cutting down in the number? 

A. No. Why, Mr. Chairman, how absurd! As a precaution- 
ary measure I respectfully submit that the Fire Commissioners, 
especially in this district, should not withdraw any apparatus, 
when we learn by this last fire that in two minutes from the time 
it was discovered, the fire was across the street; and now, then, 
to take four minutes in addition to bring in a second alarm, to 
bring in the apparatus to aid that which would respond to the first 
alarm of such a district, is so thoroughly absurd that it is nauseat- 
ing to listen to such kind of talk. There is one thing I would 
suggest as an auxiliary to the department, Mr. Chairman, if you 
would like to have me, right here. I am in favor of stand-pipes 
through the length on either side of the streets, especially through 
the main arteries of our city, supplied by high service, and where 
that is not available to be supplied by power, which the depart- 
ment can supply, running under along the coving, with pipe of 
equal size, so that a complete water curtain may be given to the 
outside, or in other words a portable wall — water wall — to pro- 
tect the glass and frames of all the buildings on the line of the 
street, and especially being put into operation opposite to every 
fire. 

@. You mean something portable? 

A. No, sir; I mean a stationary arrangement, it would be a 
portable fire wall, a fire curtain. It would not disfigure the build- 
ing at all, but it would afford that protection which I believe would 
be one of the strongest auxiliaries to the department that could 
possibly be introduced. Again, there are many pumps of large 
power in this mercantile district which, under the direct coutrol in 
case of fire of the Fire Department, the power could be taken from 
to do this work. Again, I would suggest that all buildings in ex- 
cess of seventy feet in height, should be supplied by the owner 
and at his expense, with stand-pipes and hose, and with an eleva- 
tor running constantly, for the use of the department both night 
and day, that a direct attack may be made in the quickest possi- 
ble time without waiting for the raising of ladders or throwing 
their water at any other angle than a horizonal. 

@. As the law now stands, can the introduction of any of those 
appliances be made mandatory by the department? Is the law now 
of such a nature that any of these suggestions you have made 
could be made mandatory by any order from your office ? 

A. No, sir, nor from the Fire Department. They have no 
authority to make those commands. 

@. There is no law? 

A. No law requiring that, sir. 

@. No legislation by which it could be brought about? 

A. No, sir; there is nothing in the law now that would bring it 
about and make it effectual, but the education of public opinion 
up to the necessities of the case, 
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@. Well, couldn’t a law be framed that would compel them to 
do that? 

A. I think it could. . 

@. That is what I was trying to get at. 

A. I have no doubt about that. 

@. Now, captain, were you at the Tremont Temple fire? 

Asai WansseiT. 

@. Did you see or hear any controversy in relation to the 
cutting of a trolley wire there that was impeding the water-tower ? 

A. I did not. 

@. You know nothing about that? 

ASN Gast: 

@. And I suppose this pipe that you speak of that could be put 
under the coving of a building could be so arranged that during 
our cold weather here there would be any water in the pipe? 

A. Certainly, by having two valves. 

Q. That would be mechanical? 

A. Yes, sir; one a valve to cut the water off and the other to 
let the water on when necessary, so that you would know it would 
be there. } 

@. (By Commissioner Murrny.) Just one question: Do I 
understand you to say, captain, that if you had known of the fact 
that the Constant Building was without shutters, you would have 
compelled them to put them on? 

A. I should. 

Q. Under the law? 

A. No, I didn’t say that — I couldn’t under the law. 

Q. No? 

A. But I will say here that I have done many things that the 
law dido’t authorize me to do, looking for the protection of the 
city, and I would have made the attempt to have them put on. 

@. Under the law? 

A. I couldn’t have done it under the law at the time. The 
building was taken out for mercantile purposes. 

Q. Well, couldn’t you now? 

A. No, sir. I will say in regard to the building, as I look at 
it, that from the destruction of the columns of the Hecht Building 
which carried the rear wall over, carried it over into the Constant 
Building and the Preston Building, that that wall must have fallen 
within ten or twelve minutes. It couldn’t have stood longer than 
that, and with the carrying over of that wall all the shutters, if 
they had been piled up ever so thick, never would have made the 
slightest difference in regard to the fire as it occurred. But that 
is no excuse. 

(). As the fire resulted then, shutters or anything else wouldn’t 
have prevented the building from being destroyed ? 

A. Not at all, sir. 

@, You give that as your experience as an ex-fire chief and as 
the Inspector of Buildings, I suppose? You give that here as 
your judgment? 

A. I give that as my judgment. Of course, I was not present, 
but I state that from hearsay. 


380 APPENDIX. 


@). And, of course, giving your judgment in the matter, your 
judgment is worth considerable ? 

A. I hope so. If it were not I have lived in vain on these 
matters. 

@). Have you been requested or summoned to appear before 
that commission appointed by the Mayor? 

A. No, sir; not up to the present time I haven’t. 


Adjourned at 5.14 P.M. to meet Wednesday, March 22, at 2 
| nai bs 


EIGHTH HEARING, 


WepnEspAy, March 22, 1898. 


The hearing was resumed at 2 P.M., Chairman Lex presiding. 

The CHarirman. — Is there anybody here representing any of 
the insurance companies? (No response.) 

Is there anybody here representing the Board of Underwriters? 


(No response. ) 
Is Mr. Field here? (Mr. Field stepped forward.) 


Statement by GroraEe P. FIELD. 


@. (By the CHarrman.) What is your full name, sir? 

A. George P. Field. 

@. And you are in what business? 

A. I amin the insurance business, junior member of the firm 
of Scull & Field. 

@. A member of the Boston Board of Underwriters? 

AV DNG SIT: 

@. You are not. Do you hold any position whatever as con- 
nected with a department which would be an auxiliary to the Fire 
Department? 

A. I am president of the Boston Protective Department. 

@. And you have been in business in Boston a number of years, 
Mr. Field? 

A. Yes, sir. J came here the October after the ’72 fire. 

@. Now, Mr. Field, you signed a petition—or your firm, 
rather, Scull & Field? 

WAhies,-8ir. 

Q. Now, I will read the first paragraph of this and let you 
answer it in your own way. I believe it would be more proper 
that I should doso: ‘* The undersigned fire underwriters of Boston 
respectfully represent that in their opinion the administration of 
the Fire Department of this citv needs to be greatly improved in 
order to check the needless destruction of property due to its pres- 
ent inability to promptly and effectually extinguish fires that occur 
within our municipal limits.” 

A, Well, what do I understand you want me to do? 
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@. What opinion or what suggestion could you offer that would 
explain that portion of this petition which you have signed? Have 
you any suggestions to offer, or to show to the committee where 
the inefficiency of the department is, or in what respect its admin- 
istration shows inability ? 

A. In the direction of fire-fighting, no, sir; because Iam not an 
expert in that line. Ishould base my opinion more on general 
results. That is to say, I assume that the ideal department would 
be that department which extinguished every fire very near the 
point where it originated, and, by the way, when that department 
exists I shall have to go out of business. 

@. Well, do you know of any such Fire Department in the 
country ? 

A. No, sir, I do not. But what I mean by that is that that 
would be the ideal department, and to my mind just as far as they | 
wander from that, and let fires increase and spread, to that extent 
they are inefficient. 

@. Well, can you state wherein any inefficiency has been shown 
by the Fire Department of the city of Boston as remarked by you 
in that petition as one of its signers? 

A. Specifically, no. 

Q. You know of none? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Now, I suppose, Mr. Field, that you of course read this 
petition very carefully before you signed it? 

A. Well, I ought to. I won’t make the baby act. I don’t re- 
member whether I did or not, but I stand by it just the same. 

@. And by signing that petition, then, you want the committee 
to understand that you have no suggestions to offer, and that you 
know of no specific case where the administration or the efficiency 
of the department could be criticised by you? 

A, Oh, I don’t think I should put it quite as broad as that. If 
I were king I might make some suggestions. For instance, I 
should prefer a single-headed commission to any commission of 
three. I think divided responsibility isn’t as good. 

@. Then that would be the only suggestion you would make so 
far as improving the efficiency of the department or the adminis- 
tration of the department is concerned — you say you believe in 
a one-headed commission ? 

A. Yes, sir; ang I think under a one-headed commission the 
discipline of the department might be improved. 

@. Well, now, how in your opinion would a one-headed com- 
mission improve the administration of the department? 

A. Well, I don’t know as I can exactly answer that except by 
illustration. It puts the responsibility for the whole thing entirely 
on one man, and the responsibility holds him up to a certain 
standard of work. If there is any trouble in the department 
to-day —if it exists, I don’t think it is the fault of any man so 
much as it is the fault of the system. I think, for instance, if we 
should take the three present commissioners and make a sort of 
composite photograph of them, centring them into one, that the 
department would have as efficient a head as it could have. 
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@. Well, do you known of any one individual you could name 
in the city of Boston— taking the ability of the three present 
Commissioners — any one man that would possess that ability? 

A. No,Ihaven’t got as far as to pick out the successor of the 
gentlemen. 

@. Well, that has been the general opinion among the Boston 
Protective Department, has it not, that a one-headed commission 
would be the best? 

A. No, sir; I don’t know what the feeling of the members of 
the Protective Department is orhas been. They haven’t expressed 
themselves on it at all. ; 

-@. Has it ever been talked over by your department? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Has it ever been suggested by any of the Board of Under- 
writers that a one-headed commission would be for the best in- 
terests of the city? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. How long ago? 

A. Oh, certainly prior to the Thanksgiving-day fire — that was 
three years ago. 

@. At that time? 

A. No; prior to that. 

@. Do you know of any communications which have ever been 
sent to the government, asking that the ordinance might be so 
arranged that a one-headed commission might serve instead of 
three ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You know of none? 

A. I shouldn’t have any means of knowing. I am not a 
member of the Board of Underwriters, and the Protective Depart- 
ment wouldn’t send it under any circumstances. 

@. Could you call to mind or make any suggestions, or give any 
idea, Mr. Field, of any one person whom you would believe sould 
have the capacity to run the entire Fire Department, with its 
number of men, and the amount of [appropriation that it expends 
yearly? 

A. No, sir, I could not, because I never have given that matter 
any thought. 

@. No thought or consideration ? 

A. I presume there could be a man found, but I shouldn’t know 
where to find him. 

@, Do you know what the routine of the Fire Department is? 

A. Oh, not fully; no, sir. 

Q. What? 

A. Not fully; of course, I know in a general way what it is. 

(. You never have made an examination of how the adminis- 
trative work of that department is conducted ? 

A. Only in a general way; oh, I never have made any investi- 
gation of it. I think I know in a general way how it is done. 

Q. Now, you say that you know in a general way? 

A. Well, as I understand it, each one of the Commissioners has 
certain specific duties that he attends to, — I mean to a certain ex- 
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tent. individually, — and then as a board they take care of certain 
other things; and I know from the fact, that I have to attend to the 
administrative detail of a department that has got only sixty men, 
that it must be a great deal of work, of course, to take care of a 
department comprising between six and seven hundred. 

Well, hasn’t it got nearer eight hundred ? 

Yes, I should think it had, taking in call-men. 

Taking in the whole department, officers and men? 

Yes, sir. 

Have you ever made any inquiry as to whether it was some 
one member of the board that drafted the rules, or whether it was 
the whole board governing the department? 

A. I never have, sir. 

@. Now, Mr. Field, I will read one other paragraph here that 
is in this petition that is signed by a number of gentlemen. Is 
Mr. Scull a member of the Board of Underwriters ? 

AS NO Sits 

(. Then this petition, of course, is not correct so far as. the 
signers of this petition are referred to, taking this introductory 
statement, ‘‘ We, the undersigned underwriters of Boston” ? It 
is signed by others? 

A. Oh, it isn’t necessary to be a member of the Board of 
Underwriters to be an underwriter. The Board of Underwriters 
are an association of a certain number of the underwriters of 
Boston. He is an underwriter. 

@. And of course you have to pay a certain amount of fees to 
that board? 

ASHY 5, S18: 

@. Then, of course, you are a member of it in a sense by pay- 
ing certain fees? 

A. No, sir; I have no voice in it at all, attend no meetings, and 
have nothing to do with it; am not bound by it. 

@. But you gét the results. You are not a member of the 
Board of Underwriters, but as an underwriter of the city of 
Boston, you are taxed a certain sum in connection with the 
board? 

A. We are not taxed, sir, at all— pay a voluntary contribution. 

Q. Is there an assessment levied ? 

A. Yes, sir; there is an assessment levied on the members, but 
not on me. 

@. Or on your firm? 

A. No, sir; or on my company. 

@. Your company, I suppose, the same as others, contributes 
towards the support of it? 

A. I can give you a little more information, perhaps, by stat- 
ing that up to within a few years they didn’t pay anything. 

@. Well, they do now? 

A. Yes, sir; they do now, because they didn’t think it a very 
dignified position to take to do a large share of the business and 
not pay anything for it, that is all. 

Q. Now, your petitioners place themselves on record in. this 
petition as believing ‘* that it is a reflection upon the municipal 
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administration of this city that, after annually granting such large 
amounts of money to the requirements of defence against fire, 
such unsatisfactory results are obtained”? 

AS aes Sit: 

@. Well, what have you to say to that paragraph? 

A. Well, I say the results are unsatisfactory, because my com- 
panies won’t do for me here what they will do for the agents in 
New York and other cities, on account of the fact that there are 
too many fires. 

@. Well, do I understand that your companies will not. pay the 
same amount of brokerage here in Boston that they do in New 
York — commissions ? 

A. Well, that happens to be the fact, but then that isn’t what 
I complain of. They won’t take the same amount of risk. 

Q. Well, for what reasons? 

A. Because there is too much danger of fire in Boston, too 
large conflagration hazards. 

@. Well, is that the fault of the department? 

A. Well, I don’t know about that. I hoped that that is what 
this investigation might bring out — that is one of the motives I 
had in signing the petition. 

@. Why, then, condemn the Fire Department or criticise the 
actions of the Fire Department, if the Board of Underwriters don’t 
attribute the cause to that one fact? 

A. Iam not speaking for the board, but speaking for myself. 

@. As an underwriter of Boston? 

A. Yes, sir; because primarily they are responsible for it. An 
investigation may disclose wherein it becomes a matter entirely 
beyond their control and that they couldn’t help it, but on the 
face of it they are responsible for the spread of fires in Boston. 

@. Isn’t it a fact, Mr. Field, that some of these companies feel 
that the investigations made by some of the Board of Under- 
writers here are not as thorough as they are in New York in plac- 
ing risks? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Has there ever been any complaint made about that? 

A. No, sir; not to my knowledge. I never heard of any. 

@. Isn’t there some trouble now among some of the large com- 
panies as to this increase of rate which has now been placed 
within a short time in Boston? 

As AX e8; SIT: 

@. There has? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And some of the companies disagreeing are very respon- 
sible companies, who will not concede to the advance of rates of 
the Board of Underwriters of Boston? 

A. IJ hardly think it has got as far as that, Mr. Chairman — it 
may have. 

Q@. Well, it is getting to that point? 

A. Not at present. 

@. Do you know of your own knowledge, Mr. Field, where 
any waste or extravagance is made by the Board of Fire Com- 
missioners in the expenditure or disbursement of money? 
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AvNoveitie lt do mot. 

Q. Isn’t it a fact that the companies of which you complain, 
that won’t allow the large risks to be taken by your company and 
under your company, and others, do so on account of the con- 
struction of our buildings and our narrow streets ? 

A. That isn’t the reason alleged. 

@. And not because of the Fire Department. 

A. It is the conflagration hazard that exists in Boston. That is 
the reason as given to me. 

(). And due in a great measure to our building laws, to the 
floor space occupied, and to our narrow streets? 

A. I don’t think the conditions in that respect differ materially 
from the other large cities. I think New York’s down-town streets 
are perhaps as narrow as ours, and I[ think perhaps New York has 
its large-area buildings and its fire districts and its poorly con- 
structed buildings. 

@. Do you know what the fire laws in New York are, as com- 
pared with Boston? 

A. Noy, sir. 

@. You have no idea? 

A. Ob, I have an idea, but it would be a very rtd one. I 
don’t know that I have ever compared the figures at all. I should 
suppose that the fire loss in New York on an average would be 
perhaps three or four times what the average fire loss would be 
in Boston. Mr. Murphy can tell you more nearly, I guess, for it 
is a pure guess on my part. 

@. Well, I suppose we will get at that from the commissioners 
later on, but we would like to get it from you now. Can you ap- 
proximate the correct figures? 

A. Well, I can’t say about that. I haven’t looked it up. It is 
all a matter of record. 

@. Now, there is one other paragraph here: ‘‘ The fear of the 
inability of our Fire Department to prevent serious fires is already 
having its effect upon the fire insurance companies, to the detri- 
ment of the merchants of this city”? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Now, are you positive, Mr. Field, from your own knowl- 
edge, that it is the Fire Department? 

A. Well, it is the prevalence of fires in Boston, which is due pri- 
marily to the Fire Department. 

@. Well, but again I ask you if you are positive that it is the 
Fire Department? 

A. Well, I can only answer it in that way, Mr. Chairman. 

@. I think you want to be fair, I know you do. 

A. I try to be. 

@. I know that, I feel satisfied of it; but I may probably not 
put it as clearly as some others might. But why should the Fire 
Department of the city of Boston be condemned for that which 
should be attributed to other causes by the Board of Fire Under- 
writers ? 

A. Well, the way you state it, of course they shouldn’t — they 
shouldn’t be condemned for what they are not to blame for. 
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@. Now, don’t you believe, Mr. Field, that the larger part of 
our fires and the spread of our fires is due in a great measure to 
the buildings and the manner in which they have been constructed 
under the old laws? 

A. Well, while I cannot give you any specific reasons why I 
don’t think so, I don’t, because the same buildings exist in 
other cities, and it doesn’t seem to me the same results are pro- 
duced by a fire. 

@. I don’t suppose you were at the Hecht fire, the burning of 
that building? 

A. Oh, not in season to express any criticism on it. I was 
there about ten minutes past nine. 

@. Well, after the fire had been got under control I suppose 
you made a survey of the surroundings, after it was all out? 

A. I was down there, yes, sir; went over the ruins. 

@. What would you say as to its being prevented from 
spreading any farther — as to the efficiency of the department and 
its ability to hold it? 

A. I couldn’t express any opinion, because I think that it needs 
an expert in fire-fighting to do that, which Iam not. One thing 
I can say: that as a layman it is one of the hardest conundrums 
for me to solve why a fire will apparently —I am speaking now 
simply as it appears to me — why a fire will apparently get away 
from the department when it ought not to, and then after it attains 
the size of a conflagration that it will be put out in a way that 
seems almost incomprehensible. I have tried to study that out 
and I haven’t succeeded. Looking at a fire sometimes, it seems 
to me that the fire ought to have been suppressed in its infancy, 
and then when I see what space it covered, going in every direc- 
tion, I wonder how any department ever put it out. 

@. Well, I suppose you have looked over some of the very 
recent fires that we have had? 

A. Well, I don’t know — yes, I have seen Tremont Temple, 
which I believe is the latest edition. 

@. Well, what did you have to say about the efficiency of the 
department there? 

A. Well, I said that they did almost identically the same thing 
in 1893 that they did in 1879. I never saw two fires that were so 
nearly duplicates of each other in my life as those two. 

@. Well, how about the Ames building fire? 

A. In what way ? 

@. As to the manner in which that was fought and stopped by 
our department ? 

A. Well, I couldn’t criticise that, either, because I am _ not 
sufficiently an expert to do it. Iam not sufficiently expert to 
tell where the management of that fire could be improved any. 

Q. Well, your judgment as a layman is pretty good? 

A. Ithink itis. If, as the Fire Marshal thinks, that fire was 
caused by a spread of gas through the building— and I shonld 
think that that theory was a very plausible one; I don’t suppose 
there could be as hot a fire made otherwise as by a combination of 
gas and atmospheric air in proper proportions. It is simply a 
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blow-pipe combination, and if that was the case I don’t suppose it 
could have been prevented from crossing the street by any depart- 
ment, although that is submitted with great diflidence because it 
is only my opinion. Possibly some fire sharp will say that it 
could have been, and show me how it could have been. 

@. Then I suppose you, as-a layman, think that was a pretty 
well-stopped fire ? 

A. Well, I think the work down on the lower end of Kingston 
street, where it was stopped in there, was a good job. It wasa 
good job cutting it off from the United States Hotel. I am in- 
clined to think on the corner of Lincoln street it would have gone 
if it hadn’t been for the sprinklers in that large area building, the 
Brown-Durell building. If that building had burned with the 
intensity that the Ames building did, it would have been impossi- 
ble to have held the other side of Lincoln street. 

@. Could you tell the committee, Mr. Field, how much the 
premiums amounted to in Boston during 1892, last year? 

A. Very nearly $3,000,000 — $2,800,000 or $2,900,000. 

@. Can you give the committee any idea of what the total loss 
was? . 

A. During that year? 

Q:; Yes, sir 3 1892. 

A. No, sir; I don’t remember. Isn’t there a report of the 
Protective Department here? You must remember, Mr. Chair- 
man, that these matters are all matters of record and publicity, 
and if I wanted to ascertain those facts I would turn to a 
pamphlet on my desk and find them. I don’t charge my 
mind with those figures —there are a great many things I am 
obliged to remember, and I don’t charge my mind with anything 
unless I have to do so. 

@. Yes; but I didn’t know but you would probably be con- 
versant with that? 

A. No, I wouldn’t remember so as to go into that, you know, 
taking it as a grand total for the year, and I wouldn’t want to go 
into any specific fires, either. The figures can be easily obtained. 

@. I suppose, Mr. Field, that you believe that the introduction 
of electricity as a lighting factor and motive power increases the 
hazard of fire risks in Boston? 

Aan doy sir: 

@. What would you say the per cent. was of the increase ? 

A. I don’t think anybody knows. I don’t think it can be 
figured that way. 

@. I suppose that might be easier figured out on some one in- 
dividual building, by looking over it as to the wiring? 

A. Probably. 

@. And as to the number of lights contained? 

A. But I am afraid that in the present condition of the science, 
after it had been looked over we shouldn’t know much more about 
it than we do now. 

Q. Now, have not the Board of Underwriters, or the under- 
writers of Boston, inspectors who make special examination of the 
wiring of the interior of buildings? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

(). Then why isn’t it possible that you would know as to the 
condition of a building, its perfectness, as to wiring? 

A, Well, we always think we do. That is to say, since elec- 
tricity has come in as a general lighting factor, for general lighting 
use, the rules in regard to the introduction of wires, while every 
time they have been got up under the best electrical expeits we 
could get, have been changed at least three times, and in one case 
the second time, tlie rules required them not to do just exactly what 
in the first case we asked them to do, experience showing that we 
were wrong; and I don’t myself have much doubt but five years 
from now we shall know a great deal more about electricity than 
we do now, and make very radical changes. 

@. Now, Mr. Field, I want to ask probably a direct question 
and see if it can be answered or not. ‘The underwriters do not 
make a thorough examination themselves when placing risks, as a 
general rule? | 

A. I think they do, sir. 

@. Well, individually or by their inspectors? 

A. Well, sometimes individually, but more generally by their 
inspectors. 

@. By their inspectors; have you ever heard of any cases 
where risks have been placed where the stock might be valued, 
say, at $500 or $1,000, and risks placed for $5,000 or $6,000? 

A. Yes, sir; I have heard of such things. 

@. Well, now, can you tell us, Mr. Field, who is to blame for 
a state of affairs of that character — the inspector? 

A. Well, I should say in the beginning that the man who 
obtained the insurance to that extent has some slight responsi- 
bility about it, and the broker who placed it, and the company who 
took it, all share in it. 

@. Well, wouldn’t that be one reason that might be assigned — 
if that fact became known to some of your corporations, some of 
your companies doing business outside the State, wouldn’t that be 
one reason that they might assign for not allowing you to place 
heavy risks? | 

A. Well, I hardly think the number of cases of that kind that 
happen would materially affect their judgment. 

@. Well, wouldn’t you, if you were doing business outside the 
State, and facts of that character were brought to your attention — 
wouldn’t you call a halt? 

A. No, sir; not unless it was a systematic thing. I do busi- 
ness outside of the State, you know, and I have just that kind of 
thing to contend with; but you will always find that a great many 
more cases of that kind originate where a man has got a stock of 
$5,000 when the policy is issued and dwindles it down to $500 by 
the time the fire comes. He commences with a large stock and 
starts the other way. 

He has the stock when the policy is placed?’ 

Precisely. 

And when the fire takes place he has got it dwindled down ? 
Exactly. 
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). Then, after your inspectors make their first examination, 
do they make any further examination of these buildings? 

A. Not generally, until the policy comes around for renewal, 
except incidentally, or when something occurs to bring the risk to 
their attention. 

@. Well, don’t you think, Mr. Field, that it would be a good 
thing for this committee to recommend that some suggestions be 
made to the Board of Underwriters, that they make a more thor- 
ough examination, in connection with our investigation of the fire 
department? 

A. Iam not speaking of the board inspection — that is, my in- 
spection as an agent; the board inspection is another thing. 

Q. We have had a number of them who have all talked the 
same as you do now, except that some of them have talked it out 
a little more plainly. 

A. Well, of course I am talking in regard to my own inspec- 
tors. I cannot answer in regard to the board inspectors. Because 
the inspections by the board inspectors are made at different 
places and different times. Iam talking about the inspection that 
we make, our inspectors make, in connection with the risks we 
take out in our office, and if you want me to go into that I will do 
so. 

@. It will go down on the records, I guess. 

A. Well, there is one thing about that, Mr. Chairman, that I 
think it is only fair to the Board of Underwriters that you should 
get in. It seems to me none of you gentlemen appreciate the 
number of risks there are in the city of Boston, when you speak 
of more frequent inspection. I issue in my office over one 
thousand policies a month on property of various kinds in the city 
of Boston. Now, you can figure how long it will take a pretty in- 
dustrious man to get around among those twelve thousand risks 
once a month, say. 

@. I know, but I don’t suppose that the company is obliged to 
have only that one man making inspections ? 

A. We have three. 

Q. Mr. Field, under the present methods of insurance, do the 
officers of the company have any personal knowledge of the risk 
themselves? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. They don’t? 

A. Unless it would be purely accidental; they might. Mind 
you, that doesn’t apply to companies located here in the city where 
the business is done. I am referring now to business done for 
outside companies by agents here, because of course the companies 
here in Boston know of the risks they take here. To illustrate 
personally, the president of the North American knows nothing 
personally of a risk I give him, but the president of the Boylston 
or Boston located here does. But he doesn’t know anything about 
a risk in New York. 

@. You mean that that would be simply through his familiarity 
with the locality? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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@. Now, Mr. Field, you are the president of the Boston Protec- 
tive Department? 

\Adifitam. 

@. And that has a board of directors? 

A. It has. 

@. Well, now, coming right back to our first inquiry, why 
wouldn’t it be just as well to have you president without a board 
of directors, taking it now in that connection simply under the 
suggestion that in the Boston Fire Department they should abolish 
the three commissioners and have only one commissioner? Why 
wouldn’t it be just as well in your department to have you the 
head, as president, without any board of directors? 

A. I suppose it would seem in me alittle egotistical to say that 
I think it would, but then that is the fact. But then the legis- 
lature of Massachusetts, when they gave us our charter, didn’t 
look at it in that way. 

@. Then I suppose, of course, that your superintendant has to 
take his orders directly from the president through the Board of 
Directors ? 

A. For the administration of the department ; yes, sir. 

@. And have all the appointments that have been made by 
your department under the law been sent to the Board of Fire 
Commissioners for their approval? 

A. They have. 

@. Have there been any that have not? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

@. How many are there in your department to-day ? 

A. Fifty-six, I think. 

And how many of those men have been approved by the 
Board of Fire Commissioners under the law? 

A. That, sir, I cannot answer, because I have been for some 
time since searching thé records to find out, and I cannot. 

@. That is, you don’t know that they have been approved — do 
I misunderstand you? 

A. Reported, did I understand you to say, to the Board of Fire 
Commissioners for their approval? Didn’t you ask me how many 
were reported to the board for their approval? 

@. Yes, sir; and I stand by that. Now, how many have been 
approved? 

A. Iam not positive ; I don’t know. 

@. Now, are you satisfied of all the men, fifty-six or fifty- 
seven in your department, that over five of their names have ever 
been sent to the board for approval? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Where do you get the information, and in what manner? 

A. Yes, sir; I know they have, because I saw to it myself. 
The fact is that they haven’t been, Mr. Lee, until a very recent 
day, but they have been now. 

@. Well, they have been sent since this investigation com- 
menced? 

A. Yes, sir; it was this investigation that drew it out, and if 
you will allow me I will explain. It had been the duty of the 
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secretary of the board, of our Board of Directors, to send the 
appointments to the Board of Fire Commissioners. In May, 1890, 
for what we thought good and sufficient reasons, we changed our 
secretary, and nothing was ever said to the new secretary about 
it. There was no record kept of it, except in the letter book, so 
that it wasn’t brought to his attention, and it wasn’t until this in- 
vestigation brought out the fact that I knew they hadn’t been 
reported. I immediately explained to the commissioners, and 
hunted over the old letter books and one thing and another, 
and I think Iam safe in saying that they have ail been reported 
now. 

@. Then they have been reported since your superintendent was 
up here as‘a witness? 

A. Yes, sir; some of them, not all of them. 

@. Well, I suppose they all will be? 

A. Well, they have all been. What I mean is that they were 
all reported up to about five years ago. 

@. Well, and all those after that “that were not reported have 
been since? 

A. Have been since; yes, sir. 

Q. That is, to conform to the law? 

A. That is, to conform to the law and charter. 

@. Have you ever had occasion, Mr. Field, to make any com- 
plaint to the Board of Fire Commissioners as to the quality of hose 
that was used? 

ARAN OF Bir. 

@. I suppose you are not expert enough to go into the quality 
or character of hose? 

A. I think I am the only underwriter in Boston that hasn’t 
expressed any opinion on the bursted-hose question. 

@. Have you ever had any occasion to complain of the water 
pressure or the water service in Boston? 

A. No, sir. 

@. And I suppose you are not able to state as to how the dis- 
cipline of Boston compares with other large cities of the country 
in the departments ? 

A. No, sir; I am not familiar with the departments in other 
cities at all. 

@. Now, Mr. Field, about overhead wires — do you believe that 
it is wise, good judgment to allow them to remain up? 

a NO ASIT 

@. Well, what is your opinion, what suggestions would you 
offer on that, what recommendations would you make? 

role at should make the recommendations to increase the rate of 
insurance on all business buildings that were exposed to danger 
by them, and thus stimulate the property owners to petition the 
Board of Aldermen, if it is in their control, or the legislature, if 
you have got to go there, to have them go underground. 

@. You believe they should all go underground? 

A. I think they all should; yes, sir. 

Q. Well, do you apply that to all the outlying districts as. well 
as the city proper ? 
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A. No, I don’t think they are any harm in the outlying dis- 
tricts. What I mean is the congested part of Boston. 

@. And you believe it would be good judgment to frame an or- 
dinance, or apply to the legislature, to put them all underground? 

A. Yes, sir; decidedly. 

-Q. Giving them, I suppose, a specified time to get them under- 
ground ? 

A. Yes,sir; and also I should say with due regard to the rights 
of Boston in regard to digging up streets all at once, and that 
sort of thing. I want to leave the commissioners a little room to 
get their apparatus up at a fire. 

@. Do you know, Mr. Field, or would you want to express an 
Opinion, as to decreasing the number of pieces of apparatus that 
go to a fire, to any box or boxes? 

A. Why, yes, I have an opinion about it, but it is very likely 
to be wrong. I think that, it seems to me that, the apparatus at 
a fire could be more intelligently directed if there was less came at 
the first alarm. That is, as I remember it, there were about a 
thousand fires in Boston the last year, and perhaps in between six 
hundred and seven hundred of them the damage wasn’t $100. 
Of course, I don’t want to swear by these figures, but I think they 
are approximately correct; and it has seemed to me it would be 
better to pull out less apparatus on the first alarm and more on the 
succeeding alarms. 

@. Well, you don’t know, I suppose, of any one box or any 
certain boxes that you would designate where that decrease might 
be made in the number of the pieces of apparatus? 

A. No, I shouldn’t suggest 

@. That is, you wouldn’t have them decrease the number of 
apparatus at all the boxes? 

A. No, not by wholesale, not striking them all off at once, 
because some boxes manifestly should call out more pieces of 
apparatus on the first alarm than others, as they in fact do now. 

@. You wouldn’t recommend any decrease in the business dis- 
trict? 

A. Yes, sir; it is in the business district that I should, where 
a second alarm could pull out the other pieces rapidly. 

@. Well, isn’t it better judgment, Mr. Field, to have them 
there in the interests of the property owners and the interests of 
the underwriters, on the first alarm, to have them get there 
quickly ? 

A. Ob, Iam not prepared to say it is not. You asked me 
what my opinion was and I gave it. I don’t set it up as an infal- 
lible one, by any means. 

@. I suppose, Mr. Field, there are insurance companies here in 
Boston that are not under the control of the Boston Board of 
Underwriters ? 
eS bSits 
About how many? 

Six or seven. 
Are there insurance companies called the Mill Mutuals? 
Yes, sir. 
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@. Do they pay less brokerage than the others? 

A. Don’t pay any. 

@. And get along pretty well at that? 

A. Yes. They do a special kind of business with which they 
get along nicely. It would be pretty hard on the community at 
large, though, if they had to depend on that. They have got, I 
would mention, five risks in the city of Boston. 

Os sire 

A. Those companies have five risks in the whole territory of 
Boston, all they want. 

@. Well, do they think the others are too hazardous to take? 

A. Weli, Mr. Atkinson says so every day in the papers, but I 
take it it is because it is not the kind of risks they write. 

@. They are not good gamblers ? 

ANG, not a bit. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpuy.) Mr. Field, are you ac- 
quainted with the amount of premiums that are received in any 
of the other cities of the country? 

A. Only very casually, Mr. Commissioner. No, I shouldn’t want 
to say. 

@. Well, in a sort of haphazard way, are you familiar with 
them ? 

A. Well, I have a sort of vague impression that the premiums 
in New York are somewhere in the neighborhood of $5,000,000 or 
$6,000,000,. but I shouldn’t be surprised if you could convince me 
that they were $8,000,000 or $4,000,000. 

@. No, I shouldn’t try to convince you of those figures. But 
the figures you first stated give your opinion in the matter? 

A. Yes, sir; Iam willing to express my opinion that they are 
somewhere about that. 

@. Well, of course, as a man who naturally from his business 
carries figures in his head, as one of the insurance community — 

A. Iam not a man who carries figures in his head, but that is 
my impression, that the premiums in New York are in the neigh- 
borhood of $5,000,000 or $6,000,000. 

@. Well, it is natural to suppose where a man holds the posi- 
tion you doin insurance circles, if he should say the premiums 
there were $5,000,000 or $6,000,000 that would be about right? 
That is the way the community firure it. 

A. Well, the community will lose their money if they bet on me 
on that. Iam a great deal surer on other things than I am on 
that. 

@. Are the premiums there over $3,000,000? 

A. Yes, sir; they are larger than they are in Boston. 

@. More than $4,000,000? 

A. Yes, sir. I am simply comparing the figures with Boston. 
I know what the premiums in Boston are, and I know the pre- 
miums in New York ought to be at least double those in Boston. 
That would be $6,000,000. 

@. Let me see. What was the charge on the Hecht building, do 
you remember, for insurance? 

A, Ido not know exactly — the rates, you know, are at vari- 
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ance, varying for different places in the building. I shouldn’t want 
to say what it was, but I should think somewhere from sixty to 
ninety cents. 

@. Averaging eighty cents? 

A. No, not averaging as high as that, because on the goods of 
the highest value you had the lowest rates — on the wool. I don’t 
imagine it would average over fifty. 

@. About fifty on the Hecht building? 

A. I never figured it, but I judge that. 

@. Now, are you familiar with the fact stated here yesterday 
by an insurance gentleman, that in Chicago for floor areas of over 
one thousand feet they charge one per cent. extra? 

A. I have been informed so by prominent underwriters, but as 
their statements do not seem to be holding water lately I shouldn’t 
want to say. 

Q. Well, the point I am arriving at is that in Chicago, with the 
Chicago rates, the Hecht building would cost one and one-half per 
cent, or three times as much as it cost in Boston. 

A. Exactly. 

@. Now, you had something to do with the Hecht building? 

Fi MPG E 

@. What was the salvage on the wool there? 

A. That we cannot tell until we get the work all completed. 
Haven’t realized anything as yet. 

@. If I should say there was a loss of ten per cent. on that 
wool in the fire, what should you say to that? 

A. Ishould say there was a loss of considerably more than 
that. We hope to get fifty per cent. from it. 

@. If I should say there was a loss of fifteen per cent., what 
would you say? 

A. I should say you hadn’t got it high enough then. 

Say twenty per cent.? 

Too low. 

Twenty-five per cent. ? 

Raise it again. 

antral will not; I will let it go at twenty-five, for this 
reneOrn that two reports have come to me through outside sources, 
one to me personally, and one has come to another member of the 
board. The report that came to me was from such a source, that 
I take considerable stock in it, and if I were at liberty to mention 
the gentleman’s name at the hearing I think the people here would 
recognize the fact that he is a man in whose statements consider- 
able reliance should be placed. 

A. Don’t you confound the two things, Mr. Murphy? You ask 
me what the salvage will be on the wool. Now, there will be a 
great deal more salvage on the insurance; because they generally 
carry a great deal more insurance than at this time. For instance, 
on the annexed buildings the salvage will be considerably over 
fifty per cent., the salvage as compared with the insurance, but 
the salvage on the wool will be exactly as I have told you— 
about fifty per cent. on the wool. 

Q. I still adhere to wool, that the salvage will be seventy-five 
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per cent. I believe, according to the figures given Mr. Fitch, the 
loss will be only ten per cent. on the wool. 

@. (By the Cuairman.) The chair has a communication of 
the same character that says the loss on the wool will not exceed 
ten per cent. 

A. Gentlemen, I hope it is so, because I had $500,000 on one 
policy there, and if we can get out of it with ten per cent. we will 
be a good deal better off than we thought. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpuy.) Now, did I understand you 
to say that you judge the Fire Department from the number of 
fires that spread to other buildings from the point where they 
start? 

A. No, not that exactly — by the general results. 

@. Let me ask you this question, to make my meaning clear — 
for example, if in New York, in proportion to the size of the city, 
its value, etc., a greater number of fires spread to adjoining 
buildings from the point of starting than in Boston, you would at 
once come to the conclusion that the New York department was 
less eflicient than the Boston department ? 

A. I should; yes, sir. 

@. The same rule would apply to Cincinnati ? 

A. Well, hold on; I should qualify that a little. If in New 
York, for instance, I should find by the statistics that the New 
York department allowed a fire to get out of one building and into 
another and no farther, and never had any sweeping fires or any 
conflagrations, I should think there was something very peculiar 
about the conditions ; but still, Boston might have two or three 
conflagratious which would beat the record of New York. But, as 
a general thing, I should think that was a very fair test to put a 
Fire Department to — on the point of how near to the spot of the 
origin of the fire does the Fire Department succeed in confining 
it. 

@. Exactly; that is a fair statement. Now, that same rule 
would apply to every city of the country, in your judgment? 

A. I should judge so, sir. 

Q. Now, one more question — I am simply seeking information 
myself to verify what statistics I have on the subject —did I un- 
derstand you to say in regard to the losses in New York city that 
you weren’t exactly posted on what they amounted to? 

A. I said it would be a pure guess. 

@. You wouldn’t be surprised if I set the losses at more than 
three million ? 

A, Now sit 

@. Four million ? 

A. I shouldn’t be disposed to doubt any statement you might 
make, because I don’t know. 

@. Then you don’t have any definite idea on that subject ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Then to sum up the whole matter in a nutshell, so far as 
comparisons are concerned between Boston, New York, and other 
cities of the country, you have made no comparisons ? 

A, Not in that way. 
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@. Do you think that would be a fair way to make com- 
parisons ? 

A. I do, yes, sir. 

@. For example, if it could be shown that New York city lost a 
larger amount of money in proportion to premiums received, in 
proportion to the valuation of the city, something of the kind, and 
the same of Chicago and the same of other cities, which would be 
to the detriment of those cities and to the praise of Boston? 

A. No, you are getting entirely another problem there. You 
are comparing losses with the premiums, and I don’t think the 
question of the Fire Department enters into that at all. 

@. Not exactly — that is one of the side issues. You might 
make the statement in your own way. 

A. Well, there might be a fair comparison if you could get at 
any valuation of property that would be a fair comparison, but I 
don’t think you can, because taxable valuations are so flexible 
between different cities. 

Q@. Exactly, but what should you consider would be the fair 
way of getting at the valuation of property of cities, you might 
say — for example, would you take the United States census com- 
piled by the national government of the couutry? 

A. Well, I suppose that is based on assessors’ valuations 
largely. 

@. Iam merely asking you if you would take it? : 

A. I really don’t know, but I would assume that it would form 
a fair basis. I don’t suppose we really get anything better than 
assessors’ valuations. 

@. Now, for my first question. I want to take the national 
government, the head of the country and supposed to be disinter- 
ested parties, and ask you that question pure and simple — would 
you take the national census, for example, that is taken every ten 
years, would you take the conclusions they arrive at as a fair basis 
of the valuations of the cities in this country? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Would you? — that is all? 

A. I don’t know anything fairer, although I would still fall 
back, if you will pardon me, you know, on the old saying that 
there are lies and blanked lies and statistics, and I shouldn’t have 
a great deal of confidence in the accuracy of it. 

@. If you will allow me to ask the question in another way — 
if you would question the census returns, what authority is there 
in the country that you wouldn’t question ? 


A. Oh, I shouldn’t. JI should say the census returns were the 
best available returns from all sources. 

@. You have charge of the protective department of the city of 
Boston? 

A. I have charge of its administration. 

@. The administrative portion of it, and I think I heard you 
state that looking after sixty men you had considerable trouble 
and bother ? 

A, Ido, 


MaNnAGEMENT OF Frere DEPARTMENT. 397 


@. Have you any criticisms to make as regards the discipline 
of our service as compared with the discipline of yours? 

A. No, sir; I shouldn’t want to. 

@. You think they are equal? 

A. I shouldn’t want to be examined on that point, Mr. Com- 
missioner. That isn’t fair. I am running one department, you 
know, and naturally have a pride in my own baby. 

@. I shall not press the question. Do you know the amount of 
premiums that are paid in Philadelphia ? 

AoeNoe sir: 

Q. The amount of insurance ? 

A. No, sir; I don’t know anything about those statistics. 

@. Then I understand that you are not prepared to give any re- 
plies or answers to such questions in regard to that city? 

A> No, sits am‘not. 

@. If I remember aright, you said the losses in New York 
ought to be about three times what they are in Boston? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. What is your idea of the proportion of losses between 
Boston and Philadelphia? 

A. Oh, I haven’t any idea. 

@. Have you any idea of the proportion of losses between 
Boston and Chicago ? 

As NO; sir. 

Commissioner Murpuy. — I don’t know of any other question I 
would like to ask, Mr. Chairman. I think I have got all the in- 
formation I want, except if you want to know the losses of Boston 
or the losses to the insurance people of Boston for the past year, I 
think I can give the desired information. I believe last year there 
was a loss of $704,000 here, that that amount was paid, if my 
memory serves me right, and that the premiums were three million 
dollars. 

Q. Now, there is just one more question I would like to ask. 
Do you know anything about the troubles going on in New York 
State now, in New York city, between the insurance companies 
and the people as represented by the press of that city? 

A. Oh, yes, I think I do—but that is with us always. We 
cannot get away from trouble. 

@. Do you know what the bill is that has been brought before 
the State legislature there in regard to insurance matters ? 

A. No, | haven’t read it, but I understand it is — 

Q. That is what I want to find out. 

A. An anti-compact bill, intending to do away with co- 
insurance, the nearest I can make it out. That is as I under- 
stand it. 

(). As I understand it, then, the principal object of the meas- 
ure is to prevent the insurance companies of New York from 
forming a trust? 

A. Yes, sir; an alleged trust. 

(. Then, do I understand you to deny the fact that there is a 
trust being formed there by the insurance companies ? 

A. Iam not aware of it, sir. 
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@. How many companies supposed to be in this alleged trust 

do business in Boston — quite a number of them? 

Well, I don’t admit that the combination is a trust. 

Well, I said ‘‘ alleged trust.” 

Oh, I should presume — I should say all of them. 

All of them? 

Yes, sir. 

(By Commissioner Fitca). Mr. Field, I understood you 
to say that the Fire Department was primarily responsible for the 
large conflagrations we have had? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Well, what do you mean by that? 

A. I mean in theory. I mean that the fires exist and the Fire 
Department are paid to put them out, and if they don’t put them 
out, on the face of it they are responsible for them. It is for 
them to show why they don’t. 

@. You say ‘ primarily responsible ” ? 

A. Well, perhaps it isn’t the proper word to use, but I think 
you catch the idea. 

@. You mean ultimately responsible ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. How are they primarily responsible? If so, they must fur- 
nish the conditions under which they can start, before they spread. 

A. That isn’t what I mean —I mean they are responsible on 
the face of it for the suppression of fires. 

@. That is what ‘‘ primarily responsible” would mean — what 
I have stated. Now, you think it is distrust of the department 
that prevents some of these companies which stay away from Bos- 
ton from coming in? 

A. In certain instances I do; yes, sir. 

Q@. Of the department, or because of other causes and condi- 
tions? 
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Of the department. 

Of the department? 

Yes, sir. 

How does this distrust arise? 

That I don’t know, sir. 

Doesn’t it sometimes arise from the fact that some of the 
prominent members of the underwriters or their employees get 
into the newspapers and spread the story that we have got an in- 
efficient department ? 

A. I think likely. 

Q. Rather than from any of the facts in the case? 

A. That might be. 

Q. I wish to ask that question, because about three years ago 
we had a little flurry, you remember, in which the representatives 
of the Board of Underwriters took quite a prominent part, and it 
made quite an impression upon an officer of a New York com- 
pany, a prominent officer. He came on to Boston and examined 
the department for himself, and said that his company, from what 
he had seen here, was willing to take several hundred thousand 
dollars more risk here than they had before he came. I asked 
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that question simply to find out if the underwriters themselves 
were not more responsible for this distrust than the administration 
and condition of the Boston Fire Department ? 

A. No, I don’t think they are. I said they might be, but I am 
not prepared to say they are, 

@. My experience has been that. 

A. Going back to the experiences of two years ago, two of you 
gentlemen were present at those interesting-interviews we used to 
have at the board room, and I don’t think you will find any 
material difference in my position in regard to the Fire Depart- 
ment now from what I expressed to you gentlemen then. 

@. You believe in a one-headed commission, do you? Do you 
know from observation, or information, or general experiences the 
advantages that are likely to arise from having a one-headed com- 
mission ? 

A. No, I don’t. 

@. Do you know of any city that has a one-headed commis- 
sion? : 

A. No, sir. 

@. Do you know in regard to the city of Brooklyn? 

A. Well, in a general way, yes, sir. 

(). I believe that has a one-headed commission. Do you think 
it is any better conducted than the city of Boston in regard to its 
Fire Department? 

A. No, sir; I don’t think from what I know, from what I read 
in the papers, that it is. 

@. That is the only city that I know of that has a one-headed 
commission, and comparing the two systems, I thought it was 
proper to refer to that. 

A. Well, if I were going to select the ideal commissioner, I 
don’t think I should take a man that spent so much of his time 
South, although perhaps that is the chief, not the commissioner. 

@. When did you change your secretary of the Protective De- 
partment? 

A. In May, 1890. 

Q. May, 1890? 

A. Oh, no; March, 1890—at the annual meeting of 1890. 

(). And he had no information from his predecessor that it was 
necessary, in order to conform to the law, to send the names of 
men in that department to the Board of Fire Commissioners? 

A. He said he had not, and I suppose he is quite right. 

@. So that for three years or more your department has really 
had no legal status in the city of Boston? - 

A. A part of it I presume has not. 

@. And the man who is responsible for that neglect is whom? 

A. Myself, because I should have found it out. 

@. You should have found it out, but if it had been running all 
right it wouldn’t have been necessary to find it out ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Well, who is clerically responsible for it? 

A. Well, I should say possibly the retiring secretary. 

@. What was his name? 
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A. Osborn Howes, Jr. 

@. (By the Cuairman). Just one question, Mr. Field, I want 
to ask you— what is your opinion of Chief Webber as to his 
ability to cope with fires? 

A. I don’t consider myself competent to express an opinion 
on it. 

@. From your observations you could express no opinion? 

A. From my observations I should express no opinion. 

@. Have you ever, as an underwriter of Boston, had any com- 
plaints as to his ability to cope with fires? 

A. Complaints to me? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. Or made any? —if I had complaints made to me or if I 
made them? 

@. Have you had any complaints, as an underwriter, made to 
rou? 

A. No, sir; I don’t think I have. I don’t recall any. 

@. Have you ever heard of any complaints among the Board 
of Underwriters? 

A. Yes. 

@. Do you know what the purport of the complaints was? 

A. I never heard any specific complaints, no. J have heard the 
expression made that he wasn’t a good chief, and I suppose you 
have. 

Q. No, I never have. 

A. Well, you have read it in some of the interviews. 

@. Well, I have heard it in this investigation in a casual way, 
you know, but I suppose in regard to these parties that have told 
you so, if I had my way I would have immediately issued a certif- 
icate and sent them to Worcester. And you never heard of any 
specific complaint — but rather statements made, I suppose, in an 
offhand, general way? 

A ‘That is all the complaint or criticism I ever heard of him 
was in a conversational way — never any formal complaint, and I 
cannot recall that I ever heard any specific complaint made of him 
about his conduct at fires and his handling of fires. 

@. Has any complaint ever been made to you by any of the 
officers or men under your charge as to chief Webber? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Do your department and the Fire Department get along 
harmoniously ? 

A. They do so far as our department is concerned, and I have 
every reason to believe it is so on the part of the Fire Depart- 
ment. 

Q. Sir? 

A. If there is any trouble between the departments, I don’t 
know it. | 

@. And you would be likely to know if there were any com- 
plaints made, or if there was any feeling existing between 
them ? 

A. I should, I think likely; yes, sir. 

@. Has any one of your inspectors ever informed you that he 
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had ever felt obliged to make fany complaint about any of the 
district chiefs not attending to, their duties in the matter of in- 
spection ? 

A. No, sir; in fact, I don’t think I have got an inspector who 
knows anything about what the duties of the district chief are. I 
am speaking now of my inspectors. 

@. Yes — have you ever heard it among the Board of Under- 
writers, that any of the inspectors were obliged to notify any of 
the district chiefs of the Fire Department as to what their duties 
were? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Do your inspectors ever come in close consultation or com- 
munion with the inspectors of the Department of Inspection of 
Buildings ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Could you inform the committee whom the underwriters 
were that made in a general way any complaint against the 
ability of the chief of the Boston Fire Department? 

A. I don’t recall any particular one. I haven’t any particular 
conversation or case in mind either. 

@. Well, how many years ago was it when you heard this? 

A: Oh— how many years has Mr. Webber been chief ? 

@. (By Commissioner Fircw.) Nine. 

A. Well, then, I should put it at about nine years. From the 
time of the fight over his appointment down to now I have heard 
his ability as a chief questioned. 

@. (By the CHairman.) Well, have you ,heard it questioned 
lately ? 

A. Yes. 

@. Well, how lately ? 

A. Well, I don’t know —do you want me to figure up? Prob- 
ably up to the last large meeting of the underwriters that I 
attended, which might perhaps be two or three weeks ago. 

@. Now, Mr. Field, I suppose that you can call to mind some of 
the gentlemen who made the complaints or remarks in reference to 
their feelings ? 

Oh, not the complaints. 

In reference to their feelings as to his ability ? 

Well, if I did I should rather not answer. 

You personally have made no complaint? 

No, sir. 

Nor have any to make? 

No, sir. As I stated before, I don’t think if there is any 
trouble it is any fault of any man or men, but of the general 
system. 

@. Then taking it from that standpoint, you of course, I sup- 
pose, must believe that he is a man competent personally ? 

A. Well, I don’t want to express any belief or disbelief in the 
matter. I am not competent to determine what does make a 
good chief. I wish I could. 

(@. Then I suppose your only motive in signing this petition 
was to find out if there was any laxity? 
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A. My motive was almost exactly that, Mr. Chairman. Here 
is a feeling in the minds of the insurance companies that I repre- 
sent and that other people represent— whether it is right or 
wrong —a feeling of unrest, of distrust with the condition of 
affairs here. They hold that these things don’t happen in New 
York, and these things don’t happen in Chicago, and they say 
‘¢We cannot do this business for you, because you have so many 
fires; you have two or three alarms every week.” And I was 
-very anxious, and I am now,that the thing shall be thoroughly and 
fully investigated, and if the result shows that it isn’t the fault of 
the department, there won’t be anybody better satisfied than I am. 
As an underwriter and a citizen of Boston, I don’t want any re- 
flection cast on the Boston Fire Department. As an underwriter 
I want to place my business, and place it at a low rate and make 
some money on it. 

@. Prior to the Hecht-building fire, Mr. Field, it was the 
intent of the Board of Underwriters to increase rates in certain 
districts ? 

A. It was; yes, sir. 

@. And after the Hecht-building fire, I suppose that that was 
the reason of this agitation, of this investigation to make this 
inquiry ? 

A. Yes, sir; I presume it was. 

@. And did you understand that it was to find out what the 
causes of the fire were? 

A. No, sir; I understood that it was more to be what was the 
cause of the spread of the fire. 

(@. Have you, Mr. Field, been before the commission ? 

A. I have; yes, sir. 

@. And have testified there? 

As Yes, sir. 

@. I suppose you expressed the same views, so far as a three- 
headed and a one-headed commission are concerned, that you have 
here? 

A. Well, as that commission, I might say, pledged me not to 
say anything in regard to what I did say, I must decline to answer 
the question; but I think you know me well enough to know that 
I would express what I thought before a committee of the city 
council, or a commission of his honor the mayor, or anybody else. 

@. Well, do you believe, Mr. Field, it is a fair thing for any 
man or any commission which may be appointed to look after the 
welfare or the interests of the city of Boston to place the pledge 
of secrecy upon the lips of gentlemen who may appear before a 
committee of the city council, who represent the people of Boston? 

A. IJ think that is a question for the commission to decide, sir. 
I shall decline to express an opinion on it. 

@. And do you believe, Mr. Field, that it is in the interest of 
the administration, in the interest of the people of Boston, in the 
interest of good government and the efficiency of the department, 
to have star-chamber hearing ? 

A. That, again, I think is a question for the commission to 
settle, not for me. 
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@. You think that is a question for the commission to judge of? 

A. For the commission, and not for me to express an opinion 
about. 

@. Do you know how many gentlemen in Boston were asked to 
serve on that commission before they got three? 

A. No, sir; I don’t. 

@. Would you, Mr. Field, as the president of the Protective 
Department, have selected three gentlemen to serve upon a com- 
mission, two of whom had signed a petition asking for an investi- 
gation — would you yourself have done so, personally ? 

A. I think I might; yes. 

@. And that, I suppose, would apply if it was your own de- 
partment that was under investigation ? 

ws 4) Geer. 

@. You might possibly —I suppose you would give it consider- 
able consideration before you would determine ? 

A. Whom I would appoint? 

Q. YY es; sit. 

A. I should try to; yes, sir. 

@. And I understand you, so that I may not be mistaken, to 
say that the three gentlemen who form the commission distinctly 
request that the matter may be kept strictly confidential, as to 
what evidence may be given before that commission ? 

A. No; I wouldn’t put it as strongly as that. A statement 
was made to me that I was to be asked certain questions, and 
that any answers I might make, and that anything that transpired 
there was to be in confidence. I won’t state that that was it 
verbatim, but that was the idea. 

@. Do you know, Mr. Field, what the losses are in Boston as 
compared with Chicago or any of the other large cities — could 
you state that? 

A. No, sir; I will answer that as before. 

@). Did you state that to the other commission ? 

A. No, sir; I didn’t state anything I didn’t know. 

@. Was your opinion asked as to the ability of the present 
chief of the Fire Department? 

AON aT 

Q. Was it asked as to the commissioners ? 

A. I think I cannot go any farther, although I will answer 
that question if you will let me off with that. It was not. I 
don’t wish to put the commissioners in a wrong position. 

@. I suppose you wouldn’t object if the question was asked 
you if we have the proper apparatus here to fight fires ? 

A. Yes, I think so; I think we have. I think the department 
here is well equipped in that respect, the only exception being 
that I think it ought to have another fireboat. I think the com- 
missioners agree with me on that. 

(). That is what we want to get at— if you have any suggestions 
to make this committee want to hear them. They want to come to 
conclusions. They have nobody to shield, nobody to protect, and 
they are working in the interests of the citizens of Boston; and 
any suggestions coming from any gentlemen, especially a gentle- 
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man in the position you are in, taking risks, we would like to hear. 
We would like to have you make any suggestions of that kind, 
because they undoubtedly will have some weight with the govern- 
ment in providing the appropriation, and I am satisfied beyond 
any doubt that this committee will weigh very carefully any sug- 
gestions that you or any other underwriter of Boston or any other 
citizen may make, so far as increasing the efficiency of the de- 
partmentis concerned. I believe the committee would go farther — 
I believe they would undoubtedly recommend to the Board of Fire 
Commissioners, if in their opinion any change in their rules should 
be made, that such a change should be adopted, and I have no 
doubt the commissioners would gladly assist the committee in 
that respect. Now, you speak about an additional fireboat. Is 
there anything else? 

A. Well, with the general apparatus it has, I think the Fire De- 
partment ought to be strong enough to cope with any fires, but 
I think with our extended water-front we should not have to 
depend on one fireboat, which is liable to break down or be out 
of commission at any time. We certainly ought to have two fire- 
boats. I am also aware that the fire-alarm headquarters is not up 
to what it should be, but I suppose and expect that that will be 
rectified in the new headquarters. I believe everything is being 
done that can be done in the cramped quarters they are now in, 
but I don’t believe any sane man would start to-day and put a fire- 
alarm headquarters where that is. 

@. Is there any other suggestion you would make, Mr. Field? 

A. I don’t think of any. 

@. Isuppose you are aware of the fact that the commissioners, 
the Board of Fire Commissioners, have made a request upon the 
government to provide the means to purchase another fireboat? 

A. Well, I know that they think there ought to be one; I can’t 
say that I knew whether they had made the request or not. 

@. Is there any other apparatus that you think ought to be 
placed in the department that they have not now got? 

A. Not that I know of. 

@. But you would urge, I suppose strongly, that we recommend 
the purchase of another fireboat? 

A. Yes, sir; I should. 

@. (By Commissioner Murruy.) Just one more question, Mr. 
Field : How long ago was it in New York city that they rerated and 
raised the rates all over the city? 

A. Qh, less than a year. 

@. Less than a year ago. Do you know what the increase has 
been — whether it has been a horizontal increase ? 

A. Well, it has not been horizontal. It has been in this way, 
making specific rates on specific buildings. 

@. What has been the average increase all over the city, do you 
know? 

A. No, and we cannot figure that in New York as we can here. 
New York has never had one flat rate on wool, for instance ; it is 
one thing to-day and another thing to-morrow. 
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@. But the same companies that would raise their rates in New 
York would raise them everywhere? 

A. Oh, yes, sir. 

@. (By the CuarrMan.) One thing more, Mr. Field, and I am 
through. Do you know any section, taking out the business dis- 
trict, where you would recommend the placing of additional fire- 
alarm boxes? Have you given that any thought? 

A. No, sir, I haven’t, except that I have a general impression 
that the fire-alarm boxes in the business section are very well 
and frequently distributed. I should say they are as near together 
as they ought to be. 

Ae ‘Would you recommend the placing of another ladder-truck 
of any kind down in the business district ? 

A. Why, yes; I should think if suitable room could be pro- 
vided — judging from the frequency with which Ladder 13 on 
Boylston street is pulled down town— that it might be a good 
idea; but still I have never particularly considered that, never 
have given that subject any particular attention. 

The CHarrMan. —Is there any other gentleman present who 
signed the petition who represents the Board of Underwriters? 
(No response.) 


Statement by Commissioner Ropert G. Fircn. 


Q@. (By the Cnarrman.) Now, will you kindly give your full 
name ? 

A. Robert G. Fitch. 

@. And you are chairman of the Board of Fire Commissioners ? 

Ae Less Site 

@. How long have you been a member of the Board of Fire 
Commissioners? 

Seven years next May. 

And you have been chairman how fanny 

Seven years next August. 

Now, first, Mr. Chairman — 

Perhaps I should say six years last August. 

You intend that it shall be seven years next August? 
Perhaps so. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, without my asking any questions, I 
wish you would go on and state to the committee how the admin- 
istrative work is “performed by your commission. Go along your 
own way, tell what part, if it is as has been stated, that you take, 
and the other members of the board take, and as to the manner in 
which you purchase supplies for your department, and as to the 
contracts made, and whether the commissioners as a whole pay 
upon these, or is it done by the individual members of the board, 
— just merely the administrative work first. 

A. Well, sir, of course in general outline the duties of the 
board are familiar to all members of this committee, from the 
statutes and ordinances governing the department. The board 
have within the appropriation almost entire control of the man- 
agement of the department — entire control of the department. 
They employ all the men through the civil service, make all pro- 
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motions, look after all matters of discipline, punish, discharge, or 
reward as the case may be. On all matters of general policy the 
whole board act in common; on all large purchases of supplies or 
apparatus, equipment of any kind, they act in common. The 
specific duties of each member of the board are divided up some- 
thing in this way: Commissioner Murphy has immediate supervis- 
ion of the Inspection of Wires Department, the Fire Alarm Depart- 
ment; Commissioner Innis looks after the repairs of houses, 
etc. ; while the immediate office-work comes more directly under 
me. The matter of small supplies and such things, purchases in 
the individual line of work, are frequently made through orders 
without the sanction of the board, but any large purchases always 
have the agreement of the whole board before any transaction is 
completed. Of course, we have a daily session of the full board, 
Mr. Chairman, to act upon all matters of reports that may come 
from the various companies of the department. We have a full 
report of the condition of each company every day, the number of 
men who were present on duty, the number who are detailed, the 
number who are sick or absent for leave or for any cause. That 
is sent in for our own examination, and then special reports to a 
oreater or less number are always received — leaves of absence, 
ete., and any special matters, of which there are generally more 
or less every day coming up, are acted upon by the full board and 
decided. 

@. How are the men appointed in your department? 

A. When we need men to fill vacancies we make a requisition 
upon the Civil Service Commissioners, telling the number of vacan- 
cies that we require to be filled. They will send us down a cer- 
tain larger number of names and we are required to fill these 
vacancies, and we make our selections from them according to the 
appearance and general character of the men, after our examina- 
tion. Such of these men as are appointed are required to go 
through a thirty days’ drill at the drill school. Their appoint- 
ments as permanent substitutes are conditioned upon their ability 
to go through that drill school satisfactorily ; if they cannot get 
through in thirty days to the satisfaction of the Board, but show a 
disposition to go through what is demanded of them, they are 
allowed a further time — perhaps ten or fifteen days, or another 
thirty days, if. necessary. If they are not satisfactory by the end 
of that time they are not confirmed as permanent substitutes. If 
they are satisfactory they are confirmed, placed on six months’ 
probation and at a compensation of $60 a month,and at the end 
of their six months, if the reports of the commanding officers and 
district chief are satisfactory they are raised to $75 a month and 
continue at that rate for perhaps six or eight months longer, when 
they are made permanent men. When they are made permanent 
men they receive $1,000 the first year, $1,100 the second year, and 
$1,200 the third year and thereafter. 

@. How are promotions made? 

A. Promotions are made by selection by the full board of men 
that are considered competent for the places they are designed to 
fill, and these men are sent up to the Civil Service Commission for 
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non-competitive examination. The method that obtained five 
or six years ago was to send a certain number of men up and take 
the highest, but we were allowed the privilege of doing it this 
other way, and it has seemed to work a good deal better, more sat- 
isfactorily. 

@. LI understood you tosay that the board went into executive 
session every day? 

Every day; yes, sir. 

And have reports of every fire that occurs in Boston? 

Yes, sir. 

Every alarm? 

Every alarm. 

What do those reports consist of ? 

Consist of the time that the alarm came in; if there are 
more than one, of course each one is reported with the time, the 
time when the ‘‘ all out’ comes in, and the pieces of electrical ap- 
paratus, gongs, and bells that may show any defect in striking, 
and so on. These are the reports from the fire-alarm bureau. 
Then in addition we have reports from the officers in charge of a 
fire showing the number of pieces of apparatus, the number of 
men, the number of officers that responded and did work, and any 
remarks that the incidents of the fire may call for. 

@. Complaints of any violation of the rules, breach of disci- 
pline, or the disobeying of orders — are those matters heard by 
your full board? 

A. By the full board, yes, sir; any complaint that is made by a 
commanding officer against any member of his company who has 
been guilty or alleged to be guilty of a breach of discipline. That 
goes through the hands of the district chief and is submitted to us. 
We call the officer and the man before us, and if necessary from 
witnesses prove or disprove the charge. 

@. Do you have many complaints before your board, of mem- 
bers of your department using liquor, being under the influence 
of liquor? 

A. Well, we have them frequently. 

@. What are the results generally in cases of that character, 
the findings of the board? 

A. It depends very largely upon the gravity of the offence. 
If a man has not been before the board before, and is found to be 
under the influence of liquor, so as to be noticeable or so as to unfit 
him for duty, why he has various penalties, from taking his days 
off to suspension for weeks or possibly months. If he has been 
before the board and comes a second time on a grave offence of 
that sort, he is usually discharged ; sometimes on the first offence, 
if the conditions are such as to make it particularly grave, as for 
instance if he is on street patrol and leaves his beat and gets in- 
toxicated, or is intoxicated at a fire, we should consider it suffi- 
cient cause for discharge, and that has been the result in those 
cases. 

@. Discharge? 

A. Discharge, even on a first report. 

@. Have you ever had any complaints made to you by any of 
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the underwriters or any of the citizens of Boston as to the ability 
of the chief engineer to cope with fires? 

A. No, sir; never. 

(). Have you ever had any complaint made to you in regard to 
your district chiefs or their ability to cope with fires? 

A. No, sir; I think we have never had any complaints made. 
We have sometimes found little defects that we have corrected 
ourselves, without any complaint being made. I don’t remember 
that we have had any complaints of their ability to handle fires. 

@. What is the number and character of the different kinds of 
apparatus in the department to-day in service and what reliefs 
you may have? 

A. We have in service to-day forty-one steam-fire engines — 
forty-two including the fireboat, which counts as Engine 31. I 
think we have about eight reserve engines at the present time in 
the shop, in the storehouse. We have seventeen ladder trucks 
in commission, in service — seventeen ladder companies, ten chemi- 
cal-engine companies, six hose companies (independent hose com- 
panies), two water towers, and a considerable number, perhaps 
three or four, of reserve ladder trucks, and two or three chemical 
engines in reserve. 

@. Has the Board of Fire Commissioners within the past two 
years made any request upon the government for any additional 
apparatus ? 

A. We have made a request upon the government for an addi- 
tional fireboat, I should say within the last six months. I don’t 
remember the date exactly. 

@. Did you ask for an appropriation for the same? 

IA‘? Yes) sir. 

@. What would the cost of that be, if you will pardon me? 

A. It would be somewhere between $40,000 and $50,000 — I 
cannot tell exactly. 

@. You believe that would increase the efficiency of the de- 
partment ? 

A. I think it would very much, sir, upon the water side of the 
city. We have over twenty miles of water front to defend and 
only one fireboat to do it. That, of course, like all sailing craft, 
is liable to get out of order and need repairs at times. In fact, it 
is more liable to get out of order, old sailors believe, from the 
fact that it lies still so much, than it would be if it were on the 
water more. Furthermore, we are liable to have two or three fires 
along the water front at the same time. We are liable to have 
large fires where more than one boat would be of great advantage, 
and we have no more apparatus of that kind — we have a more 
powerful boat, but no more apparatus in number — than twenty 
years ago, although Boston was the first city to employ a dis- 
tinctively fireboat in the service of the department. They had 
tugs with engines and pumps, ete., but not to the extent that this 
fireboat carries. In Chicago I believe that they have five boats 
at the present time; in New York they have three, one with 
double engines at each end of the boat, and practically they have 
five in case of a large conflagration, because Brooklyn has two 
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which can come across and help them if necessary, while we are 
still getting along with one. I think that even Milwaukee has 
ordered a second fireboat. 

@). Are there any other suggestions that you can make to the 
government, or anything you should have in the way of any other 
apparatus ? 

A. We still need an appropriation for a new ladder-house at 
Grove Hall. We have the site purchased and paid for. We need 
an appropriation for a new house where Ladder 13 is now located. 
It is very much out of repair; it hasbeen condemned by the in- 
spector of buildings. We need a new house where Ladder 1 is 
located. That is almost as bad as Ladder 13, and in a sanitary 
sense it is perhaps even worse. We need a chemical engine some- 
where in the neighborhood of West Roxbury. We could use one 
or two chemical companies in other places, but we don’t want to 
go faster than there is any probability of securing what we ask 
for. 

@. How many men and officers are there in the Fire Depart- 
ment of the city of Boston? 

A. Counting all who are in the employ, in the service of the 
Fire Department ? 

@. The service of the Fire Department. 

A. From the commissioners down, including the fire alarm, 
inspection of wires, and repair shop men, we have, I think, at the 
present time, seven hundred and ninety-four men. That includes 
everybody. 

@. Now, Mr. Chairman, how do you purchase your engines? 

A. We purchase by advertising the number of engines we 
want. We haven’t been in the habit of specifying the kind of 
engine, the particular make of engine, as they do in some other 
cities. We give the specifications as to size and general capacity, 
and within a certain number of makes of engines we have taken 
the lowest bidder. We have three makes of engines in the Boston 
Fire Department. 

@. The same rule applies to your ladder trucks? 

A. The same rule applies to ladder trucks. 

Q. Carriages? 

A. And to chemical engines. 

@. And then, I suppose, the proposals are opened and consid- 
ered by the whole board? 

A. They are opened. Sealed proposals are placed in the lock 
box, with the key in the hands of the mayor or the mayor’s clerk, 
and he comes and opens the box, and the seals are opened in the 
presence of the board and the bidders. 

@. Publicly? 

A. Publicly opened. 

@. Well, what is the manner in which you purchase your hay 
and grain, which I suppose enters largely into the provision for 
the department? 

A. Well, we don’t advertise for that in the regular sense. Any 
man that wants to bid on hay and grain is put on our list and 
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proposals are sent to him. We keep perhaps half a dozen firms 
on our list. 

@. How often is that done — proposals sent out? 

A. That is done once a month. 

(). Proposals are sent to the commission merchants ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Not to the jobbers or retailers, but sent right to the com- 
mission merchants ? 

A. Yes, sir; commission merchants. For oats we send the 
first of the month, for hay the middle of the month, and we send 
only to those whom we believe to be responsible parties, who 
stand as such in the community — responsible business firms; and 
the same rule applies as in the purchase of apparatus. We take 
the lowest bidder. 

(). Samples are supplied the commissioners on request? 

A. No—they are on request, yes, sir; but the usual way is 
that our proposals read that they shall be guaranteed and that we 
shall have the privilege of selecting; that is, in regard to hay. In 
regard to oats, we bid for a certain quality of oats, No. 2 white, 
and these have the inspector’s official certificate on them. 

@. The inspector of your department ? 

A. No, the city inspector. 

@. And coal you have nothing to do with — that is purchased 
by the Department of Public Buildings? 

A. Department of Public Buildings. 

Q. All your coal? 

A. Yes, we simply make a requisition for so much coal, and the 
bill is sent us. All we have to do is pay for it. 

@. How do you do in the purchase of your hose — what course 
do you pursue there? 

A. Well, we have pursued a different course for the last two 
years. We have bought directly, without sending for bids. Sev- 
eral years ago we did send for bids and pursued the same course 
as in regard to apparatus. We took the lowest bid, but we found 
we would do better by following the course we are now pursuing. 
We have got our hose a great deal cheaper for the last four or five 
years than the department ever bought it before for the same 
quality, and cheaper than other cities bought the same quality, as 
a rule. 

@. Now, Mr. Chairman, what work do you do at your repair 
shop? What is the character of the work performed there? 

A. It is of a miscellaneous character. We can do almost 
anything required in the repairs of our apparatus, whatever 
it may be. Wedo not make the boilers for our engines, because 
it is cheaper to get the sheets made than it is to keep one or two 
boiler-makers in the office or in the shop for the amount of 
work we have to do. But we do all the fitting of the tubes 
and everything of that kind. We repair everything about a 
ladder truck. We even make our own ladders, unless it may be 
aérial ladders. All that are carried on the box trucks we make 
ourselves. The Bangor ladders, the city bought the privilege of 
making those from the patentee some time ago, and it has always 
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been done here, and even in the work on the more complicated 
ladders, the aérial ladders, we had a couple of them badly dam- 
aged at the Kingston-street fire ; on one of them the tip was gone, 
and we had no difficulty in replacing that, and the other we 
thought we might have to send to the makers because it was very 
seriously twisted and broken; but on examination we found that 
we could do the whole thing ourselves, and it will be done quicker 
and more cheaply than if it had gone to the manufacturers. We 
shall have it in service before many days, probably; and in regard 
to running-gear and all the parts, iron and other parts of engines 
and laders, we attend to that right in our own shops, the machine 
shop, the wheelwright shop, and the blacksmith shop, and the paint 
shop. The same as regards our hose and harness; all the repairs 
are done in our hose and harness shop. We don’t make as many 
harnesses as we used to, because the department has grown so 
large and our force hasn’t been increased ; but we have the advan- 
tage of having a shop where we can furnish anything that is needed 
at any time in the way of harness, and the same is true about all 
our apparatus and equipments. We derive a great advantage 
from doing it ourselves because no one has the right of way over 
us, no other customer is to be considered; we can do that which is 
the most pressing and have it done when we need it. 
@. Do you think that by the establishment of the repair shop 
it inures to the benefit of a city? 
A. I think it does. 
Q. Financially ? 
A. I think so. 
@. Can you make the ladders cheaper than you can purchase 
them? 
(AU? Xes: 
@. Why do you say that? 
_ A. Because we make our ladders with detailed labor and it 
doesn’t weaken the force any, because they are made right at 
Fort Hill square, so that men who are on ladders are ready to 
respond to fire at the same time. We simply have to pay for 
material, that is all. 

@. It merely costs you the cost of the material? 

A. The cost of the material. 

(). The men of the department make the ladders? 

A. The men of the department make the ladders. 

@. Now, have you ever had any complaints, either in writing or 
verbally, from the Board of Fire Underwriters as to the manage- 
ment of the department? 

A. Never; never knew of any. 

(). Have you ever had any correspondence or any verbal talk 
with any members of the fire underwriters as regards the quality 
of the hose that you purchased? 

A. Yes, I have had some correspondence with one of them in 
regard to it, not on account of any complaint that he made to us, 
but because it was reported to us and to me that he and others 
were responsible for the statements that the newspapers were 
making about that hose, 
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@. Well, was that correspondence of a confidential character ? 

A. Private correspondence, but I have no objection to making 
my share of it public, and I don’t know that there is anything that 
would compromise the other gentleman in the least. 1 don’t see 
why he should object. I am willing to produce it if the committee 
would like to have it. 

@. Was it made by any of the underwriters that you know 
that have signed that petition ? 

A. Yes, sir; it was made by the gentleman who was sitting in 
this seat a few moments ago. 

@. Mr. Field? 

A. Mr. Field. 

@. How long ago was that made to you — how long ago was 
the correspondence had? 

A. The correspondence was had about the middle of Novem- 
ber, I should think, before anything of this sort came up. 

@. About the time they were contemplating raising the rates in 
Boston, for some of the districts ? 

A. Well, I didn’t know it at that time, but I think they had 
the bee in their bonnets at that time. 

@. Well, have you any objection, Mr. Chairman, to giving the 
committee the substance of it, or the correspondence that passed 
between you and the underwriters at that time? 

A. No, sir; I think I have got it in my pocket. 

@. You say you have no objection to giving the correspond- 
ence to the committee? 

A. Not at all, sir. Shall I read it? 

Q. If you please. 

Alderman Wirt in the chair. 

A. Very well. Iwas a little bit alee on the history of my 
country, and I thought at the time that Mr. Field was president 
of the Board of Underwriters, but he was president of the Pro- 
tective Department. 


BoarRD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS, 
74 TrREmMonT STREET, Boston, November 15, 1892. 


GEORGE P. FIELD, Esa., President, Fire Underwriters : 


My pear Sir: For several days the Fire Commissioners and some subor- 
dinate officers of the department have been visited by reporters of various 
papers, claiming to be acting in the interests and according to the wishes of 
the Boston Board of Fire Underwriters, and particularly of its president, and 
seeking information on the subject of burst hose. Mr. Field’s name was 
mentioned by these men who came to see me. 

From what I have known of you I have not believed, and I do not believe, 
that you have resorted to this peculiar method of redressing a grievance, 
real or supposed, when it could be done so much better by a direct interview 
with this board. I think the fruitlessness of newspaper discussions of these 
questions was sufficiently demonstrated by the expensive but barren hunt of 
the Boston Herald Commission three years ago. 

I believe you to be a man of honor as well as a man of business, but what 
the newspapers have been doing, and are doing, under the alleged inspiration 
of the Board of Underwriters, is consistent with neither honor, business, nor 
straightforwardness of any kind. 

If you wish a hearing the commissioners will be glad to give it at almost 
any time you may suggest, but it is a little unjust to expect them to learn the 
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cause or exact character of your complaints (if you have any to make) 
through the foggy and devious media of newspaper interviews. 


Very truly yours, 


(Signed) ROBERT G. FITCH, 
Chairman, 
Mr. Field’s reply is as follows: 


You are perfectly correct in your feeling as to what my course would be 
if I wished to effect any reform in the department. I should do as I have 
done in previous cases, go direct to headquarters, and, if the matter was 
serious enough, make the best fight I could, but openly, to accomplish the 
changes I had in mind. You should also give the Boston Board of Fire 
Underwriters the same credit. Whenever they have acted they have done so 
officially, and by committees, who have visited the board or City Hall. I am 
a little surprised that an old newspaper man like yourself should take so 
much stock in the statements of these young men, that they are acting in the 
interests of the board. Nor should the board be held responsible for the ex- 
pressions or actions of individual underwriters. You must admit that there 
has been a remarkable succession of bad water-damage caused by bursting 
hose, in three or four fires following in close succession, and it has naturally 
been the topic of more or less discussion on the street; but while I have been 
very ‘‘near the hearse” on each of the occasions referred to, I have not felt 
it of sufficient importance to go to the commissioners with a complaint. I 
assure you that if I wanted a hearing before the board, [ should not have the 
slightest hesitancy in asking one, and should feel certain that it would be 
granted me with the courtesy which has always characterized your board in 
any dealings that I have had with them. 

Yours very truly, 


(Signed) GEO. P. FIELD. 


@. (By the Cuair). That first letter you read was a communi- 
cation you wrote to him? 

A, To him. 

@. And that was his reply? 

A. Yes, sir. Here is also the reply I sent to this letter of 
his : 


I certainly did not intend to convey the idea that I accused you, or any 
considerable number of the gentlemen engaged in the honorable and im- 
portant business of fire insurance, of using the newspapers to lash the Fire 
Departinent; but I thought you were entitled to a knowledge of the fact 
that the reporters were using you as authority for their prqceedings, and also 
to a knowledge of my opinion on such matters. 

I am not aware, considering the number and magnitude of the fires during 
the last ten days or so, that there has been an unusual or excessive quantity 
of hose burst, and I have attended upon the largest blazes and watched 
matters carefully. We certainly purchase as good hose as we know of in 
the market, and watch it carefully. Every foreman is instructed to make a 
return once a month of the condition of all hose in his keeping, and any that 
is reported doubtful is carefully tested up to full fire-pressure. If it does not 
stand the strain it is condemned, unless the break is of such a nature that 
it can be repaired without detriment to the section. 

This whole controversy had its origin in the newspapers and in so suspi- 
cious a manner that I believe the motive was private interest rather than 
public good. 

As you say, the Board of Underwriters should not be held ‘‘ responsible for 
the expressions or actions of individual underwriters.” I admit the full jus- 
tice of that, but I ask you to admit also that when a captious, prejudiced, 
meddlesome, and mean-spirited officer of the board uses his privilege of free 
entrée to the editorial columns of a leading newspaper to excite and mislead 
the public mind on these matters, the cordial relations that should subsist 
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between the underwriters and this board are likely to be strained, because 
he assumes to speak for them, though I truly believe that he represents the 
sentiment of only a very small fraction. To a certain extent the under- 
writers must accept responsibility for his acts and utterances. I know that 
when we get a man in this department whose distinguishing characteristic is 
that,of a trouble-breeder, we invite him to seek employment elsewhere. 

Perhaps you will consider this explanation unnecessarily prolix, or even 
entirely uncalled for. My excuse must be that I wish to present the de- 
partment’s position frankly before you and the element you represent. 
There is another element — fortunately much smaller — whose good opinion 
I neither seek, expect, nor desire. 


He made no reply to this, but he called upon me in person 
and seemed to agree with a good many of the statements that I 
made there. 

@. Then you didn’t feel that he was criticising your commission 
in the quality of hose or the kind of hose that you bought? 

A. No, he stated when he came to see me that he had nothing 
to say about that. He thought it was probably a coincidence that 
there happened to be considerable hose burst at that time. I don’t 
know that there was an unusual amount, but it seemed to be con- 
sidered so; possibly there might have been. There might have 
been a quantity of hose that had been in acid at fires, or had been 
subjected to unusually hard conditions before it got into these 
buildings where he was present. or where others where present who 
made these comments. 

@. Do you have many different kinds of hose, different manu- 
factures ? 

A. We have only about two kinds now, the rubber hose, manu- 
factured by the Boston Belting Company, and the cotton jacket, 
manufactured by the Callahan Company, of Boston. We have 
some small amounts from other companies, but not a great deal. 

Chairman Lee in the chair. 

@. (By the Cuairman.) The matter of the repairs in buildings 
is left. with some other member of the Board of Commissioners? 

A. Mr. Innis has that especially in charge ; yes, sir. 

@. Well, that is done now, Mr. Fitch, by the department, upon 
inspection ? 

A. By the detailed labor from the department; yes, sir. 

@. By detailed labor from your department? 

A. From our department. 

@. Not charged up to Public Buildings Department? 

A. No, sometimes we get our stock from them, from the Public 
Buildings Department, and do the labor ourselves, and in that 
way are enabled to keep our houses in better condition than if we 
had to trust entirely to the Public Buildings Department. 

@. That includes, I suppose, plumbing, carpenter work, and 
painting, and everything of that kind? 

A. Yes, sir; we have competent men, men in our department 
competent to build a house, and plumb it, and furnish it, I think, 
unless it may be as to carpets and that sort of thing. They can 
build the furniture and do everything else. 

@. Do the men who are detailed to do this work — the making 
of ladders and plumbing, painting, carpenter work, and work of 
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that character —all mechanical work — get any extra compensa- 
tion? 

A. They get no extra compensation, but they get some extra 
privileges, like permission to be away at night and to be away from 
duty on Sunday, although they are expected to respond to fires, 
but they are not obliged to lie around the house if they can keep 
within fire-alarm distance elsewhere. 

@. But they do respond to all the alarms? 

A. They do as a rule. 

@. In their respective companies? 

A, Yes. 

@. And this matter of detailing them, by having these men 
doing this work, it does not decrease the efficiency of the depart- 
ment in any way? 

A. Not at all, not at all, sir. 

@. The rules of the department are made by the whole Board 
of Fire Commissioners ? 

A. By the Board of Fire Commissioners, yes. 

(). How do the rules of the department, Mr. Chairman, I mean 
of your own department, compare with the rules of the depart- 
ments of other cities, which I suppose you have read? 

A. I have read some of them. Well, there are no material dif- 
ferences that I can see. Of course, we have different methods of 
doing certain things, which are embodied in the rules. We have 
different rules as to leaves of absence and such things as that. 

@. That is, minor details? 

A. Minor details, yes. 

@. So far as the general rules are concerned, they are similar in 
character? 

A. Similar in character. I don’t think there is as great differ- 
ence in the rules as perhaps in the way they are administered. 
Our rules are ample for the discipline and government of the 
department if they are lived up to, and I think they are. 

@. Has the number of complaints increased or decreased 
within the last five years, so far as breach of discipline, disobey- 
ing of orders, is concerned? 

A. I think they have decreased in proportion to the number of 
men. Our force is considerably larger than it was five years ago. 

@. How much increase within the past five years, if you can 
call to mind? 

A. Increase in the force? 

@. In the force. 

A. Well, our permanent force has increased, I should say, 
forty per cent. in that time. Our call force has decreased some- 
what, but in matters of discipline of course it is largely a perma- 
nent force that we deal with. The call-men are not on duty 
except in case of fire; the permanent men are always on duty and 
are always amenable to discipline under all circumstances. 

@. How is the pay of the permanent men in your department, 
compared with that in other large cities — Chicago, Cincinnati, 
and New York? 

A. I don’t know whether New York has increased their pay 
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any within the last few months or not. Up to within a very short 
time, if not at the present time, — and I think at the present time, 
—the pay of hosemen and laddermen and operators of all de- 
scriptions there is the same as in Boston. In Chicago it is con- 
siderably less. In the business section of the city in Chicago 
I think the pay is between one thousand dollars, and eleven 
hundred dollars for a hoseman or ladderman, but they have 
four circles there. For instance, a man in Brighton would 
receive about eight hundred dollars if we had the circles here in 
Boston that they do in Chicago. They run outward in Chicago, 
from something over one thousand dollars down to eight hundred 
and forty dollars,—that is the lowest,— and in Cincinnati the pay 
is even less, and in Baltimore and Philadelphia considerably less. 
The officers in New York are paid higher than they are in Boston, 
and the same is true of Chicago. The same is true of the com- 
missioners in New York; the pay is higher. The commissioners 
are paid higher in New York than they are in Boston. 

@. Now, Mr. Chairman, are there any improvements other than 
those which you have suggested that you would recommend at the 
present time, to improve the efficiency of the department? 

A. Well, certainly I should recommend placing the department 
on a permanent basis. That would very materially increase the 
efficiency of the whole department. 

@. And that would cost, I suppose, between $70,000 and 
$90,000? 

A. Yes, sir, annually ; 1 should also —I don’t know as I would 
suggest it, because I don’t know that it could be brought about, 
but it would improve the service, undoubtedly, to place the Pro- 
tective Department under the control of the city of Boston en- 
tirely, charging the insurance companies for maintenance, but 
letting the city of Boston control. 

@. That is, do away with the Board of Directors? 

A. Yes, I think the city of Boston could get better service for 
less money than the way it is being rendered now. Of course, 
the beneficiaries of such a department are largely the insurance 
companies. I see no reason why they shouldn’t still have the 
privilege of supporting the department. Of course, the more re- 
sponsibility at a fire is divided up the worse it is for results. 

@. What is your opinion as to overhead wires, as to their re- 
maining or being put underground? 

A. Well, I believe that they should be put underground — all 
wires. I think the Board of Fire Commissioners were about the 
only organized remonstrants to the establishment of the trolley 
system. They came before the Board of Aldermen and made 
their protest at the time that the question was agitated, and 
stated what the results would be. ‘They didn’t emphasize the 
danger hazard or the danger element of the trolley system, be- 
cause they didn’t know very much about it at that time, but all 
their statements have been more than justified by results, espe- 
cially within the last few months. At the same time, we wish to 
say that the officers of the West End Company and ourselves 
have been on the very best of terms, and have worked together 
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for the best interest of the city, I think, so far as was possible 
under this system. We are not blaming them for having the 
system, but we are simply stating facts. They have done every- 
thing they could to assist us, and we have. tried to do everything 
we could to assist them. 

@. And you believe that all wires should be put underground? 

A. I believe they should, especially in the business section of 
the city, where the streets are so narrow and buildings so high and 
full of valuable contents. 

@. Have complaints been made to you where the Fire Depart- 
ment was ever hampered by wires in the discharge of their duty, 
prevented from doing effective work? 

A. Do I recollect any instances ? 

@. Yes, reports, I mean, made to you or from your own ob- 
servations ? 

A. Well, all these large fires which we have had since the 10th 
of January are very strong illustrations of the danger and the 
obstruction of the overhead wires and trolley wires. Ihave known 
other cases. One was the Codman building on Hanover street two 
or three years ago, where there was quite a delay caused especially 
by the feed wires of the trolley system ; another case was on Tre- 
mont street, an apartment hotel, where there would have been a 
loss of life, I think, if it hadn’t been for the use of the Pompier 
ladders, which enabled men to go up and get a man out of a room 
thut was on fire. If they had had to depend on the ordinary 
ladders it couldn’t have been done, on account of the interfer- 
ence of the wires. ‘Those are two instances that occur to me, 
and there have been others that I don’t happen to think of just at 
this moment. 

@. What would you suggest, Mr. Chairman, about an ordinance 
or a rule that would keep all parties outside the fire lines, other 
than the firemen and gentlemen connected with the gas companies, 
the electric light companies, the water department, or the police? 

A. Well, I think it would save us a good deal of trouble in 
making excuses about badges. 

@. Have you ever had any trouble with any of the under- 
writers or anv of the underwriters’ inspectors or underwriters’ 
clerks about badges ? 

A. Well, we have sometimes had demands that we couldn’t meet. 
We have never had any trouble with any of them that I know of 
—had a little trouble with one gentleman, I don’t know what he 
was exactly, he might have been a janitor or something, some- 
thing of that kind. 

@. Whom was he employed by? 

A. Employed by a real-estate concern. He wasn’t in the em- 
ploy of an insurance company or of the underwriters. 

Q. Well, what was the firm name— what was the firm name? 

A. Meredith & Grew, I believe, was the firm name. 

Q. Is it the same Meredith that is on the commission that is 
holding forth at the present time? 

A. I believe so. We didn’t have any trouble with Mr. Mere- 
dith ; it was simply with his employee. 
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@. Well, what was that trouble? What was the difficulty that 
occurred, if any? 

A. Well, we had given this man a badge because he represented 
that he had the care of certain buildings, and he wanted the badge 
so that he could pass into the fire lines, in case of fire, going 
around those buildings and perhaps getting the books or doing 
something of that sort, but we found that after he had been 
granted the courtesy he didn’t know how to appreciate it. He 
made it his principal business to stand around and act the part of 
sidewalk engineer and criticise the department and fill the ears of 
bystanders and write notices to the newspapers, etc., and we 
thought he was just as well off without a badge as with one, so 
we refused to give him one. We didn’t think he was making good 
use of it. We cannot give them away for no purpose at all, no 
legitimate purpose. We want a good reason for giving a badge 
to anybody. It is not aright that any one can demand; itis a 
privilege, a courtesy. 

@. Are you positive that he had written some articles? 

A. Well, either he had or somebody had forged his name and 
signed his name to them. 

@. Did you ever have any talk with the firm of Meredith & 
Grew in relation to it? 

A. I never did. We received a letter purporting to come 
from those gentlemen. I don’t know but it might have been 
written by their employee —I don’t know whether it was or 
not. 

Q. Is that letter in existence now? 

A. I haven’t it with me; I don’t know whether it was pre- 
served or not. It was given to the clerk. 

@. You are positive that it was signed by Meredith & Grew? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Well, can you produce that letter? 

reba think likely we can. I don’t know whether it is in the 
office or not. We will try and look it up if the committee would 
like it. 

@. I wish you would, and send it tome. Are there any other 
cases that you know of? 

A. I don’t know of any at present. 

@. Do you know what this gentleman’s name was who worked 
for Messrs. Meredith & Grew? 

His name was Pope. 

Have you been before the commission? 

Yes, sir. 

When were you before the commission, Mr. Chairman? 

I think it was about two weeks ago last Monday. 

Were you informed by any member of the commission that 
you were to consider that the pledge of secrecy was placed on 
you in regard to what was said there? What was said to you as 
to that? 

A. Well, we were requested to make no outside use of it 
whatever. 
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@. Were you requested not to make any use of it before this 
committee ? 

A. Well, before any one. We were requested not to gfve it 
publicity. 

@. Now, Mr. Chairman, are there any questions that this com- 
mittee has not asked you that were asked by that board? 

A. I think not. 

@. That is, so far as you are personally concerned? 

A. So far as I am persoually concerned. 

@. Were the three commissioners brought before that board to- 
gether or taken one at a time? 

A. The three were brought together. 

Q. Well, that is good. 

A. Very little was done at that meeting. It was rather pre- 
liminary than otherwise. 

@. Were you asked anything in relation to the chief of that de- 
partment? 

A. I don’t remember that we were. 

@. Were you asked in relation to the spread of the fire at the 
Hecht building? 

A. No, we were merely asked as to the organization of the de- 
partment, just about what I have given you. 

@. And the other commissioners were asked about the same 
questions? 

A. About the same questions; yes, sir. 

@. What is your idea, Mr. Chairman, of roof hydrants? 

A. Roof hydrants? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. I think that any auxiliary apparatus of that kind should be 
so placed as to be under the control of the Fire Department. I 
have no doubt that roof hydrants may be operated to excellent 
advantage, but if they are to depend upon the care at all times of 
the people on whose buildings they are erected, and to their 
attention to them when they are needed, why, in the majority of 
cases they wouldn’t be of great advantage, I should think. I 
should prefer some such system as they have in Chicago. Of 
course, we have no right, or there is no right that I know of at 
present, to order any such devices upon the business buildings of 
this city, but they have exterior standpipes in Chicago. I think it 
is a law there that certain districts shall have these standpipes 
upon the buildings, run from the roof down to about the top of 
the first story, with a double inlet in each standpipe and connec- 
tions with each floor, hose connections, and hose connections on 
the roof; and that is for the purpose of attaching one or more 
engines to them and making them immediately available for close 
work in the buildings. There is also a ladder, a straight iron 
ladder, running up and down the whole length of this standpipe, 
which can be used by firemen or by those who wish to get out of 
a building. I think that is a much better device than a roof 
hydrant. 

@. Have you ever had any complaints made to your board by 
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any district chiefs as to the space, the area in these buildings, the 
amount of space occupied, its extent? 

A.* We have had no specific complaints that I recollect. Of 
course, they have made general complaints. ‘There has hardly been 
any occasion to make them more particularly, or any good reason 
for it, because as long as they were conforming to law we had to 
take things as we found them and not try to go beyond them. 

@. Have you ever made any complaints yourself to the De- 
partment for the Inspection of Buildings? 

A. No, sir; we frequently refer matters to the Department for 
the Inspection of Buildings, but we have made no complaints to 
them or against them of any negligence or anything of that sort. 

(). Have you been requested to appear before the commission- 
ers again? 

A. We have not. 

@. Have they requested you to furnish them with any informa- 
tion, either verbal or in writing? 

wie wy GS, Sir; 

(). In relation to what? 

A. Well, in the general matters that have been gone over by 
this committee. 

@. Is there anything this committee has not touched upon that 
they have required? 

A. I don’t think of anything at the present time but what has 
been covered in one way and other by this committee. 

@. Was the communication which your board received of a 
confidential character? 

A. Well, we assumed it to be so from the conversation we had 
with the gentlemen at our personal interview. 

@. Well, do you believe any public officer, Mr. Chairman, has 
any right to assume that a matter sent to him is to be of a confi- 
dential character ? 

A. Well, that is a matter I really hadn’t worked out in my own 
mind. 

@. Well, I will ask you, if this committee should request of 
you to produce that communication, would you hesitate to do it, 
remembering that I don’t ask you now to do it? 

A. Well, I should feel some delicacy in bringing it before the 
committee. 

@. But I suppose if requested you would? 

A. Well, I should want to consult with my colleagues. We act 
as a board, as a rule, on all matters. 

@. Would you want to go into executive session? ¢ 

A. Executive session for about fifteen minutes. 

@. Well, I will ask you to go into executive session to-morrow 
and let this committee know to-morrow afternoon whether you will 
present that or the purport of that to the committee. Have you 
yourself personally, or any of the other commissioners, gone into 
the question of losses in Boston as compared with other cities? 

A. We have made some examinations and investigations of that 
sort; yes, sir. 

@. Have you been in the habit, Mr. Chairman, of going to fires 
yourself ? 
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A. I always intend to go to every second-alarm fire or large 
one — some times to first alarms, if it is convenient. 

@. Well, now, what is your purpose in going there? 

A. Well, I have various reasons for going. One is that I take 
a strong general interest in fires. Another is that we are fre- 
quently able to be of service at fires in various ways, in the mat- 
ter of supplying hose and coal and looking after any shortage 
there may be in that respect, especially at large fires, or various 
outside questions or matters that may come up. Another thing is 
that I think it is a good thing for the department to expect the 
Board of Fire Commissioners at any second or third alarm of fire, 
that their presence there doesn’t do any harm. 

@. You think, then, you would be better able to judge of any 
weakness that might exist in the department by being on the 
ground, and might thereby be able to remedy it? 

A. Certainly; we know how a fire is being handled by being 
there and seeing it. What is true of myself is true of the other 
members of the Board, the whole commission. 

@. (By Mr. Davis.) Mr. Fitch, for the benefit of the com- 
mittee I will ask one or two questions, perhaps a little broad, of 
our investigation. I understood you to say that you manufacture 
ladders in Fort Hill square? 

Ale Yes: 

@. Well, after they are made do you stand them out in the 
square and leave them there? 

A. Well, we don’t intend to. 

@. Well, have you this winter? 

A. Oh, we have left some there, from the fact that we were 
rather crowded for room. We left some ladders there a short 
time. I don’t think they were left there a great while. 

@. Well, on the afternoon of the Ames-building fire, was a 
ladder used from that square, or taken from that square to use, 
do you know? 

A. I could not tell you. I didn’t see the ladders until they got 
there ; I don’t know where they came from. 

@. For your information I will state that as late as twenty 
minutes past seven that night they had quite a number of horses 
and men with picks, trying to remove a ladder from there that was 
frozen in the ground, or frozen to the ground, and it was a long 
time before that ladder was clear. 

A. Well, I will state that where that ladder came from, the 
house the ladder came from was occupied by another ladder truck, 
so the service was still as strong as if that had been in the house. 
The other ladder truck would have been reserved instead of this 
one, that is all. 

@. Now, I presume you have visited the different out-lying 
wards, have you, from time to time? 

A. Yes, sir; as often as we can get there. 

@. Well, now, how many permanent men and how many call- 
men have you at Egleston square, stationed at that engine-house 
there? 

A. We have no call-men there at the present time. We have, 
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I think, eleven men out in that house, or twelve, I won’t be sure 
which. We have about eight men, I think, in the engine company 
and three in the chemical. Of course, they, being there in that way, 
are able to act together. 

@. Now, can you tell me from memory how many you have at 
Jamaica Plain ? 

A. In Jamaica Plain I think we have about — well, I don’t 
know as I can tell it exactly; I think we have one more man than 
is given in the report. J think we have got six or seven men 
there, permanent men, and I should have to look at the pay-roll 
book to see how many call-men we have on the truck and engine. 
There are two pieces of apparatus in that house. 

@. Well, have you been posted as regards the growth of the 
upper section of that ward for the past five years? 

A. Weil, which do you mean by the upper section? 

@. I mean up beyond Jamaica Plain. 

A. Yes, we have been posted about that. I was just saying a 
little while ago that there should be a chemical engine somewhere 
out around West Roxbury there. 

@. Well, I only asked the question. I have no doubt the com- 
missioners are doing everything they can, and I have no doubt if 
they do not do certain things they would like to do it is for lack of 
money. 

A. And we also recommended, I think, a year ago, among 
the improvements that should be made, or the additions that 
should be made, a steam fire-engine out somewhere around Day 
street, around that. 

@. Well, now, at Roslindale, where I have resided for twenty- 
two years, and built nine houses and own five, there are five per- 
manent men. 


Avr Yes. 

@. Now, one of these men is off duty, I understand, every 
day? 

A. Yes. 


@. Which leaves four permanent men. At twelve o’clock two 
of those men go to dinner, at one o’clock there are two others go 
to dinner, which leaves two permanent men between twelve o’clock 
and two. In that house I understand there is a combination 
chemical and hose carriage, also a hook and ladder truck. There 
are two men there between twelve and two. It takes two men to 
drag the vehicles out of the house; it takes two men, I under- 
stand, to unreel the hose. Under those circumstances, would you 
feel that you were properly equipped, if you owned property there, 
with such arrangements in connection with the Fire Department? 
Would you feel that you were afforded proper safety by that 
department? 

A. I should agitate it, in order to have a permanent department, 
and then we will give you all the men you need out there. Itisa 
question of money, pure and simple — that is, as regards the 
number of men. 

@. Precisely —that is what I want the committee to under- 
stand. Now, as an illustration of that, at the time of the fire at 
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Wedger’s fireworks factory, which is perhaps three minutes run 
from the engine-house, it took those firemen twenty minutes to 
get to that fire, and two lives were lost and property injured. 
Now that, I understand, was a delay not only on account of the 
impeding of the progress of travel by reason of the nature of the 
road at that time, but a delay in getting out of the house, from 
the fact that there were not men enough there? 

A. I think it quite probable. 

@. And although we have not had many fires out there, still 
there is liability of fire just as much between twelve and two as at 
any other hour of the day or night. 

A. We have done all we can with the resources at our com- 
mand. We have put in a piece of apparatus which I think is 
much more valuable to you than the one that you did have there, 
aside from the ladder truck. 

O-Yes; 

A. But it is impossible to keep the call company up to the 
state of efficiency that it is required that it should be. When it 
arrives at that state of efficiency it ceases to be a call company. 

@. Then, again, in that house you have a lieutenant in charge? 

Ave) e8- 

@. Is there any other house in the city or any of the suburbs 
where a double company is kept, where a lieutenant is held in 
charge at lieutenant’s pay? 

A. Well, I don’t remember that there is any other district 
where we have just that combination of double company. Of 
course, we never put a captain in a chemical company — we 
haven’t one in the whole city. 

@. But you have had one out there? 

A. A captain. 

@. Captain Wright was there several years. 

A. He isa lieutenant. He never was made captain — he has 
always been a lieutenant. 

(). Now, then, you would most earnestly recommend, in any 
additional appropriations you ask for, that a certain sum be in- 
cluded for increasing the force in that section to-day? That is 
to say, you really believe that it should be increased ? 

A. I believe the permanent force out there should be increased. 

@. And that there is an actual necessity that it should be? 

A. Yes, sir; we have recommended for the last — well, ever 
since I have been on the board it has been annually revived in the 
reports of the department and the special communications to the 
city government — the necessity of a permanent force, and we 
have made great progress toward that. When I first came into 
the board there were but a little over half the permanent men 
we have now. There were about three hundred and forty odd 
permanent men then in the whole department: now we have got 
five hundred and ninety or so. 

@. Now, are there any other outlying wards of a similar nature, 
where you would recommend an increase in a similar way ? 

A. Increase of companies, you mean? 

@. Of men, of permanent men? 
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A. I would recommend that in every part of the city, I don’t 
care how remote it is; the force should be permanent. 

@. And that was included in the amount of money you sug- 
gested that you should require to improve the department and add 
extra efficiency in this direction? 

A. No, it was not. The request that came to us from the 
mayor was for estimates of the amount that it would take to run 
our department upon the present basis. I believe that was sub- 
stantially as the request came to us. 

@. Well, the mayor has verv little love for the outlying tees 
I am aware. 

A. Well, we merely made our estimates in accordance with re- 
quests, you know. It is all we could do. This we have made 
an outside matter, and our position is well known on that, and 
we haven’t allowed it to get cold at all. We have brought it to 
the attention of the mayor — different mayors and different city 
governments, different city councils. 

@. Now, I have felt all along for some time that the commis- 
sioners were willing to do all they could, that they saw the neces- 
sity of increasing the force, but that they couldn’t do it on account 
of the amount of money that they had. 

A. J think that is the first important step to take in in- 
creasing the efficiency of the department — to make it permanent 
throughout. 

Q. (By Mr. Rosryson.) Do you think there is any difference 
in the efficiency of the companies out there — not speaking of the 
apparatus, but the men —in Dorchester? 

A. Difference in the efficiency of the companies in Dor- 
chester ? 

@. Yes, sir. 

A. Well, Ihave no doubt there is a difference. There is a dif- 
ference in the efficiency of companies down town. 

@. Have you ever heard any special complaint in regard to 
Engine Company 20? 

A. No,I have not. I think likely the gentlemen out there are 
getting along in years somewhat and hate to be moved, they have 
been there so long. 

@. (By Mr. Frynn.) I suppose you would make the force 
permanent in East Boston, also? 

A. We certainly should like to very much. I believe your 
district chief — 

@. Mr. Egan. 

A. Agrees with us that it would be a great improvement. 

@. (By Mr. Rosryson.) Was there any special complaint to 
the Fire Commission as regards that fire which occurred Saturday, 
the first day of October, last year, in Dorchester ? 

A. Where was that — what part? 

@. It was near the Putnam Nail Works, a portion of Ne- 
ponset. 

A. Well, I believe there was some complaint — was it out near 
Stearns’ ? 

Q. Yes, sir. 
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A. I believe there was some complaint about the supply of 
water. I have forgotten just the character of it, probably have 
got it on record; but I think we communicated with the Water 
Board in regard to it, and I don’t know just what has been done 
about it. 


Price Parp By Boston FoR APPARATUS. 


At the request of the chairman, the clerk read the following 
letters : 


MANCHESTER LOCOMOTIVE WoRKS. 
Mancuester, N.H., March 38, 1893. 
James L. Hivtarp, Esq., Clerk of Committees, Boston, Mass.: 

Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your favor of the 2d inst., and in reply would 
say that with the present Board of Fire Commissioners we have not been 
able to get within fifteen per cent. for our engines of what we can obtain 
from other cities. The last four engines we sold your city, we sold them 
for something like fifteen per cent. less than a fair price, simply to keep our 
engines in the city. However, we do not propose to sell any more to the 
city at any such prices, as we can obtain a fair price for the ‘‘ Amoskeag ” 
engines from other cities, and prefer to sell to them. 

Yours truly, 


ARETAS BLOOD, 
Agent. 


Tue La FRANCE FIRE ENGINE Co. 
Evmrira, N.Y., March 4, 1893. 


James L. Hittarp, Esq., Clerk of Committees Department, City Hall, 
Boston, Mass.: 

Dear Sir: We are in receipt of your valued favor of the 2d, and in reply , 
will say that the city of Boston has purchased from this company the follow- 
ing hook and ladder trucks: April 30, 1883, one truck at $3,150; March 24, 
1884, one truck at $3,150; March 5, 1890, one truck at $2,950. Comparing 
these prices with those paid by other departments, we desire to say that they 
are somewhat lower. 

Yours truly, 


THE LA FRANCE FIRE ENGINE CO., 


Wo. Fatcx, 
General Manager. 


AMERICAN Fire EnGINE Company, Fire APPARATUS AND SUPPLIES. 
Seneca Farts, March 6, 1893. 


Mr. James L. Hittarp, Clerk of Committees, Boston, Mass. : | 


Dear Srr: Weare in receipt of your favor of the 2d inst., and in response 
would say that the only sale of engines made by this company to the city of 
Boston was under contract executed August 18, 1892, and was for two Ist- 
size Clapp & Jones engines and one 4th-size Silsby engine, the contract price 
for the three machines being $10,175. 

The regular price for the Ist-size Clapp & Jones engine is $4,500, and for 
the 4th-size Silsby engine $3,600. You will thus see that the price paid by 
your city was exceedingly low; in fact, the city of Boston, during the last ten or 
twelve years, has purchased its engines for the Fire Department cheaper than 
any other city in the United States. Any further information you may desire 
on the subject we will be pleased to furnish on application. 


Yours respectfully, 
AMERICAN FIRE. ENGINE COMPANY. 
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E. B. PREsToN & COMPANY, 
MANUFACTURERS OF FIRE DEPARTMENT, MILL SUPPLIES, HoseE Brass Goops. 
CuicaGco, March 4, 1893. 
James L. HituarD, Esq., Clerk Board Fire Committee, Boston, Mass. : 


Dear Sir: We have your valued favor of the 2d, and in reply would say 
that we did furnish the city of Boston with a hook and ladder truck, and 
owing to the competition at the time the city secured the truck for about nine 
hundred dollars less money than usually received for the same piece of ap- 
paratus. We believe you paid $2,650 dollars for it, while it would have cost 
about $3,500; and we believe it cost us more money than we received for 
it finally. If Boston bought all her fire apparatus at as much of a bargain 
as that, they would secure more than bottom figures on everything. 


Very truly yours, 
KE. B. PRESTON & COMPANY, 
C. E. JENKINS, 
Manager. 


Commissioner Firca.— Mr. Chairman, I have a letter some- 
thing in the same line from a personal friend of mine in Detroit, 
the secretary of the Detroit Fire Commission, that I will read, or 
if your committee want it they can have it. Jam perfectly willing 
that it should be read. 

The clerk read the letter, as follows: 


Fire Commission oF Detroit, MIcu. 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, Detroit, Micu., March 16, 1893. 
Hon. R. G. Fircu, Fire Commissioner, Boston, Mass. : 


Dear CHAIRMAN: I see you are under investigation. 

When we were buying a water tower we ascertairied what other cities had 
paid for the Hale machine, and found that Boston bought for less money 
than any other city. Quote me on this if you desire. 


With kind regards, 
Yours truly, 


(Signed) JAMES E. TRYON, 
Secretary. 

The Cuairman. — There is one letter here which is strictly con- 
fidential and which the committee can all look at, but I don’t think 
it would be well to make it a part of the official record. Itisa 
letter from the Babcock Fire Extinguisher people, and the mem- 
bers of the committee can look at the letter and consider it in 
executive session. I will say this, however, referring to the letter, 
that they say they have sold to the City of Boston lower than to 
any other city in the country. What they say, though, I think 
is a matter of confidence. . 

Q. (By the Ciuarrman.) Now, are there any other engines in 
the service, Mr. Chairman, that you have bought, that letters 
have not been read here from the companies that you have bought 
from? 

A. We have bought within the last three years, I think, about 
twenty-two engines. No, there is no company but what you have 
heard from. 

Q. That is what I mean —if we have got the communications 
from all the companies that you have bought engines from during 
the last five or six years? 
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A. Yes, sir; we have bought combination wagons from Hollo- 
way of Baltimore, two of them. 

Q. Well, can you state what you paid for them? 

A. Yes, sir; we paid $1,600 apiece. I don’t think any other 
city can get them for less than $2,000 apiece. ‘That is the price 
they were charging for them. We were the first in the field, and 
we really introduced the combination wagon of that particular pat- 
tern, and probably got our figures considerably lower on that 
account. 

Q@. Now, Mr. Chairman, can you from your own knowledge 
state why it is that Boston is able to buy apparatus so much 
cheaper than any other city, according to the statements which 
have been made? , 

A. Well, there are several reasons for it. One is that Boston 
is the metropolis of New England, and she sets the styles, toa 
considerable extent, for apparatus and equipment in other cities. 
Boston is an excellent advertisement all over New England, espe- 
cially the northern and central part; the northern and central part 
of New England. Another reason is, Mr. Chairman, that it 
doesn’t cost anything to sell apparatus in the city of Boston. They 
don’t have to give any wine suppers to the commissioners, they 
don’t have to take them on a junket out to Chicago or some other 
place to see how their machine works. Every discount that they 
are willing to give goes to thecity of Boston. They don’t have to 
pay anything out of their private pockets to sell apparatus here. I 
don’t mean to say the other large cities are different in that respect, 
but in a number of the smaller ones I am inclined to think that it 
is different, because there are a great many things they want to 
see. They are not as familiar with all the different kinds of 
apparatus as our Fire Commissioners should be and are. We 
usually know something of what we want before we advertise for 
it. 

Statement by Commissioner JoHN R. Murpny. 


Q. (By the Cuairman.) Now, sir, will you kindly state your 
full name to the committee ? 

A. John R. Murphy. 

@. And you are one of the Fire Commissioners of the city of 
Boston? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. How long? 

A. Since August 1, 1886. 

@. Now, Mr. Commissioner, will you kindly state to the Com- 
mittee, in your own way, as I understand from the chairman that 
you divide your work up, what work is delegated to you by the 
board, to start with? 

A. The work especially delegated to me by the board is that of 
looking after the Inspection of Wires Department, which consists~ 
of the inspection of wires and the fire-alarm service. My duties 
in connection with that are more that of an agent of the board. 
That is, I have no power to take any action without the consent of 
the whole board. Any recommendations that I have to make I 
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make to the whole board, and by vote of the board the thing is 
carried out. 

@. And on all matters that is the case, I suppose? 

A. All matters of a general nature, of interest to the service. 
If they strike my individual ideas I bring them up before the 
board, just the same as any other member. If any member has 
an idea we discuss it, whether it pertains to the inspection of wires, 
fire alarm, or fire service in general, and then by majority vote we 
decide whether we shall adopt it or not. 

@. I suppose you agree with the chairman of the board as to 
the number of men and the number of pieces of apparatus? 

A, Ido. 

@. And what will you say in relation to a fireboat in addition 
to the present one? 

A. That isa thing that I think there ought to be two of, as 
there ought to be two of everything. If it is good enough to have 
one piece of apparatus it is good enough to have two, because 
then you will have one to fall back on if the other should break 
down. I believe there should be two of everything. I notice that 
nature provides us with two eyes, two hands, two legs, so that if: 
we lose one of them we will still have something left, and it is the 
same where important machinery is used. In our newspaper 
offices they have two sets of presses, so that if one breaks down 
or gets out of order, they will have one set to fall back upon; and 
I see no reason, especially when you consider that Milwaukee has 
two fireboats, Chicago has five, and New York has practically 
three, as our chairman has said, why Boston should not follow 
the same rule. 

@. And I suppose, on the same principle, that you would: 
believe in two sets of reporters? 

A. Well, I don’t know but what that would be a good thing, 
too, Mr. Chairman. 

Q. Now, as to the manner in which men are examined for the 
department through the Civil Service, and in regard to promotions 
in the department? 

A. The cnairman has told you the facts of the case. I might 
add one more thing, that the Civil Service Commissioners are on 
record as saying that the Fire Department lives up to the civil- 
service rules better than any other department in Boston. 

Q@. And as to the men who are detailed to make ladders and 
do the general repairs— you, I suppose, also agree with~ the 
chairman that that inures to the benefit of the city financially ? 
- A. Ido, from the financial standpoint. There is no doubt of 
it; and I might also say it is necessary, because we have the men 
to do the repairs immediately, and that is something that we have 
to have in the fire business. | 
- @. Have you ever yourself, personally, received any cor- 
respondence or had any verbal conversation with any member of 
the Board of Fire Underwriters in relation to the management of 
fires ? 
iA. JI never have. 

- Q. Have you ever had any talk or any communications as to 
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how the money was expended or appropriated for the Fire De- 
partment? : 

A. Never. 

@. Now, Mr. Commissioner, since 1887 up to the present year, 
what has been the average increase in the appropriation for the 
Fire Department, if you can recall it? 

A. Well, from, say, 1887 until up to the present time the in- 
crease has been, I think, — this is off handed, you know, — at 
least $300,000 and over. That is the difference in expendi- 
ture. 

@. That is the whole increase? 

A. The whole increase during that number of years. 

Q. And that includes this year’s appropriation ? 

A. That includes this year’s, which is almost identical in sum 
with last year’s. 

@. That includes all appropriations made outside of buildings, 
I suppose? 

A. That includes all appropriations made for the fire service. 
That includes also the extra amount of expenditure put on the 
Fire Department by the institutions of the Inspection of Wires 
Department. 

@. I suppose you also agree with the chairman’s idea that the 
department should be placed upon a permanent basis? 

A. Ido. 

@. Well, now, will you state why, Mr. Commissioner? 

A. I will. In the first place, the commission are in this posi- 
tion. No matter how good aman acall-man may be, you don’t 
have him at the fire when the fire starts. You don’t have him in 
your house to help hitch up your apparatus. Your engine when 
it gets to a fire will probably have two, three, or four men at the 
outside,— generally two or three,— and it will be all the way from 
five minutes to half an hour afterwards before the call men in 
some of the suburban districts can get to the fire, and the result is 
that in a great many cases the work is all over before they get 
there, and in some cases there is a strong suspicion that if you had 
those men at the start you might have prevented a small fire from 
reaching larger proportions. I don’t want to be misunderstood as 
reflecting in any way upon the call-men. When they get to the 
fire they render good and efficient service; and in my judgment 
now is the time to do away with the call service, because under 
the pension law you can retire the call-men, and such of them as 
are deserving of pensions can receive them, and you will not, be 
doing them any injustice, and will be doing the department great 
service by replacing them by permanent men. 

@. And in relation to the overhead wires, what have you got to 
say in relation to them? 

A. Well, on the question of overhead wires, possibly from my 
connection with the executive portion of the wire service I am able 
to give a little more information on that than the ordinary mortal. 
I haven’t any hesitancy in saying that the overhead wires ought to 
go underground, and there is not another large city of any impor- 
tance in the country but has already made a beginning, or done 
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more than muke a beginning, in that direction. Now, forexample, 
you take New York: They have taken and placed the wires under- 
ground, even in their broad thoroughfares, even down through the 
business section ; and the same is truer of Chicago than even of 
New York. My judgment is—of course it is only the opinion of 
a layman, but my judgment is — that the overhead wire-service 
adds to an alarming extent to the fire hazards of the city of 
Boston. 

@. Do you, Mr. Commissioner, know of any box or boxes 
where there are too many pieces of apparatus that respond, under 
your running card at the present time ? 

A. Well, at the moment I cannot recall it. It may be possible 
that at some of the boxes there may be more apparatus than is 
necessary, but there is one peculiarity I notice about fires, and it 
is this, that if you could count on getting one ladder truck and 
one engine to fifty per cent. of your fires, that probably would be 
enough, but there is no telling whether that ladder truck or that 
engine is going to get there. It may break down on its way, and 
that is one consideration that you have got to take up when you 
take up the question of how many pieces of apparatus should go 
to a fire. In the other cases that occur you have got to figure on 
the extreme possibility. You don’t know what kind of a fire you 
are going to meet, and while in ninety-nine times you might meet 
a fire where a few pieces of apparatus would put it out easily, in 
another case you could utilize every piece of apparatus you have, 
and more too; and I am a thorough believer in the old saying that 
vou lose nothing by taking not an extreme position, but a con- 
servatively extreme position, on a question. I am also of the 
opinion that I can trace the cause of the discussion of that very 
point, the cause of its being brought up. In New York city they 
have inaugurated a system in certain sections there of cutting 
down the number of pieces of apparatus answering to certain 
boxes ; but when you come to inquire into the sections of the city 
where they have made that cut-down, you will find that it applies 
to sections that are somewhat similar to the suburban sections of 
Boston, where the number of pieces of apparatus will average 
about the same. In every city that I have personally made any 
personal investigation of their system of covering the city, I have 
not yet found any city that is not willing in its business sections, 
and even in its residential sections,:to send every piece of ap- 
paratus they can possibly spare, and they are anxious to send 
more, some of them. 

@. You heard the questions that were asked the superintendent 
of the fire-alarm bureau, Mr. Murphy, yesterday ? 

A. I did, Mr. Chairman. 

Q. Now, what would you say as having charge of that 
department, as to his answers? 

A. I personally am willing to take the position that he has 
taken, and not only am I personally willing to take it because I 
know that he is an experienced man, but it is what my own 
personal inspection will bear out. I have been thoroughly through 
the fire-alarm service of New York and Chicago dozens of times, 
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both cities, and I am not speaking from hearsay, but from indi- 
vidual knowledge, that whatever testimony he gave here yesterday 
is to the point and correct. 

@. And until you have your new service in operation you would 
recommend no changes ? 

A. Until we have our new system in operation I would re- 
commend no changes, Mr. Chairman. 

@. Do you agree with him that there is a sufficient number of 
boxes located in the business district of Boston ? 

whi iTidot 

@. Now, Mr. Commissioner, can you tell the committee about 
the cost of the Fire Department of Boston, as compared with other 
cities? 

A. Well, Mr. Chairman, that is a question that involves more 
or less explanation. I know about how much they expend in 
New York, for example. If my memory serves me right, their 
appropriation is about $2,500,000, perhaps it may be $2,600,000 — 
it is $2,500,000 any way. And I know about what Chicago 
spends. I think their appropriation three or four years ago was 
about $1,400,000, and I understand that it is now about $1,600,000, 
$1,700,000. 

Q. That is in New York? 

A. Chicago. That is an increase over $900,000, which they 
used to expend a few years previous to that; and I have a fair 
idea of what they spend in — 

@. Well, about Chicago— what is the size of the department 
there as compared with Boston? 

A. Well, the size of the Chicago department as compared with 
Boston —that is the point I wanted to get at. As regards the 
size of the various departments, I think Boston gets more for her 
money, when you consider the pay that is given the men, than any 
other city in the country. Now, Chicago has perhaps sixty-six or 
sixty-seven engines, and she has about eighteen or nineteen trucks, 
— perhaps twenty trucks,— and that is the extent of her service. 

@. You mean now taking in all the annexed territory? 

A. Annexed territory and everything — that is the extent of 
her service; and we have, as the chairman of the board informed 
you, about forty-two engines, seventeen trucks, ten chemicals, and 
six hose companies. Chicago has some hose companies and some 
chemicals, but the chemicals are not run as independent companies, 
but in connection with their ladder trucks. So when you come to 
consider the appropriation and the pay, I think Boston gets more 
for the dollar than Chicago or New York. 

@. Do you know what the size of the Philadelphia depart- 
ment is? . 

A. Yes, Philadelphia has got about a million people, and the 
department has got about forty-three engines, and they have got 
about nine or ten trucks. But you see Philadelphia is a peculiar 
city. Their buildings are all single, and they have got large back- 
yards. Every man lives in his own house or pretty much so, and 
they haven’t got these large flat-houses and such congested sec- 
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tions as we have here in Boston. So that it makes the city an 
easy city to fight a fire in. 

@. Now you say, Mr. Commissioner, that you have visited 
several of the large cities? 

A. Ihave. 

(@). And made an examination of their departments ? 

A. I have. 

@. Did you go into the discipline of the departments at all? 

A. Ihave kept my eyes open while I was there. 

Q. Now, how does the discipline of Boston compare with those 
cities which you have visited, naming the cities? 

A. Well, I haven’t any hesitancy in saying that there is nothing 
in the discipline of the Boston Fire Department that Boston need 
be ashamed of, and I don’t know any fair-minded man who, after 
visiting the various cities and of his personal knowledge, looking 
at the service, will come and say that Boston is behind any city in 
this country in the discipline of its men, in their intelligence, in 
the make-up of the service and its machinery, or in anything else 
connected with the Boston service. 

@. And what would you say in reply to the question that was 
put to Mr. Osborne Howes, whether the department needed stim- 
ulating ? 

A. Well, I think that the men in the service, and by that I 
mean the officers, men, and all, do all that men can do, and ‘I don’t 
know as we can expect much more. There is a limit to whata 
man can accomplish, and those who are on the outside and know 
not whereof they speak are very apt to look at matters with 
different eyes than those who are on the inside, and from practical 
experience know something about fire business. 

@. Do you believe, Mr. Commissioner, that the theory ad- 
vanced by Mr. Osborne Howes, Secretary of the Board of Under- 
writers, wherein he stated that the men should be drilled to such 
an extent that when they arrived ata fire they would know just 
where to go and what to do, the position to take, is practicable? 

A. That is not practicable, in the sense that you can take a 
set of firemen and fetch them to a fire and have them know just 
what they are to do, other than to know the details of the busi- 
ness. In other words, you can take a fireman and you can educate 
him just like a soldier. You can teach him his manual of arms 
and how to load and how to fire his gun, and how to do the 
technique, so to speak, of the business; but you cannot show him 
just how to fight a battle until he sees what his enemy is going to 
do on the battle-field, and that is just precisely the position of the 
Fire Department. You can take your rough material and you can 
drill them in the technical business, but the practical part of the 
business they have got to learn when they are fighting the fire, 
and they have got to learn everything as they are fighting in de- 
tail, and there is no rule by which it can be done. Neither here 
nor in any other city has it been followed by rule. Personally, I 
have been present at fires in other cities, have been inside the 
lines and have seen their officers in command at fires, seen their 
methods and seen how they fight the fires, and I have yet to see the 
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department, either in Chicago, New York, or anywhere else, that 
can fight a fire by rule. ‘There are certain general rules that all 
men who command at fires understand and live up to, but there 
are other rules that you have got to learn at the fire, and nowhere 
else, and you may never have to use them again after that one fire. 

@. You believe, then, that the surroundings and circumstances 
at a fire make the condition such that the men must judge at the 
time? . 

A. They have got to judge at the time, and judge on the in- 
stant and on the moment. You haven’t any time to make up 
your mind; you have got to do it right at once. 

@. Have you ever, Mr. Commissioner, had any complaint made 
to you personally as to the ability of the present chief engineer to 
cope with fires? 

A. I have never had one solitary complaint made to me, and I 
want to say, Mr. Chairman, that if anybody had made any com- 
plaint— and I know I am but reéchoing the sentiments of the 
gentlemen who are associated with me on the board — against him 
or any other officer, any complaint of the slightest kind, we should 
have thoroughly investigated it, and if there was any cause, or 
we came to the conclusion that there was any cause, we should 
have dealt with the cause or with the man. ‘That applies to all 
the officers of the service. 

@. And you agree, I suppose, so far as our findings have been 
concerned, on complaints that have been made where men were in- 
toxicated on patrol duty or at fires, that they were immediately 
discharged from the service? 

Avie GbsGSiT. 

@. Now, Mr. Commissioner, how many fires can you call to 
mind which have extended to other than the one building in which 
they originated, during the past three years? 

A. You mean in Boston? 

Q. I mean in Boston, now. 

A. Well, now, of course I may be a fire or two out, but I don’t 
think I am, although I have not refreshed my memory since I re- 
turned from my sickness. But if my memory serves me right, 
during the last three, four, or five years, for that matter, we have 
averaged perhaps each year about twenty odd fires which have 
gone beyond the building in which they originated. That refers 
to fires of all kinds, wooden buildings and everything else, and 
that would also include the Thanksgiving fire of 1889. In five 
years perhaps we have averaged from twenty to twenty-three fires 
a year; and [ may say right here, Mr. Chairman, that I asked a 
question of a gentleman who was here, Mr. Field, on that very 
point, whether in his judgment the fire service that had the least 
number of fires going outside of the building was the most eflfi- 
cient, and if I remember right he practically agreed that it was. 
Now, in New York last year — that is the only report that I have 
had—they had fifty-one cases, or fifty-two, somewhere in that 
neighborhood, and in Chicago, if my memory serves me right, last 
year they had one hundred and sixty. 

@. Well, is there any way, Mr. Commissioner, that you could 
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get at the facts as to the number of buildings in each case, say — 
one, two, three, four, or five? 

A. That is, the number in each case? When I say one hundred 
and sixty, that refers to the number of buildings. At one fire 
they may have had fourteen buildings burned, at another one, two. 
The chances are that it would average somewhere in the neigh- 
borhood of — well, take Chicago, for example; if she had one 
hundred and sixty buildings that were burned or injured in any 
form, shape, or manner, outside of the original point of starting, 
there might be one hundred of those in which there was one build- 
ing besides the building in which the fire originated, damaged 
more or less, and there might be thirty or forty where there was 
more than one. I can get you just the particulars, how many 
buildings in each particular tire were damaged. 

@. How long would it take to get that? 

A. I have the report over in my office, if you desire it, and will 
let you have it to-morrow, giving you all the details you want, and 
going back more than one year, if necessary. 

@. That is what we would like. 

A. Now, the only cities that keep statistics of fires getting be- 
yond one building, and publish them in their annual reports, are 
New York, Chicago, and Boston. The other cities of the country 
do not make a feature of that particular detail. Why I don’t 
know, except that they don’t do it. 

@. You will see that the committee has that? 

A. I will see that they have it. 

@. Now, Mr. Commissioner, can you give from your experi- 
ence or knowledge what the causes are or have been for the 
spreading of these fires? 

A. Well, in the first place, in the great fires the great trouble 
bas been that they have started in buildings of large areas, and 
unfortunately those buildings of large area have been on narrow 
streets, and any large-area building that gets afire on a narrow 
street, and gets good headway and gets it quick, is going to spread, 
and in my judgment there is a limit to the ability of the modern 
fire department to cope with fire. When the fire gets beyond a 
certain volume in a building, the modern fire department cannot 
stop the fire in that building. The only thing it can do is to keep 
it from spreading. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Commissioner, what have you to say of roof 
hydrants as a preventive ? 

A. I think they are a very good thing, but I also think that a 
system of pipes running up the side of a building, to which the 
engines could attach themselves below, would come in very handy ; 
likewise also the suggestion as made by Commissioner Fitch, of the 
passage of a law that would make it compulsory for buildings over 
a certain height to have on them that sort of an attachment. 

@. Have you ever heard any complaint made by any officer of 
your department as to the floor space, the area, of buildings? 

A. I have. 

Q. When? 

A. In my conversation with some of the district chiefs. I can 
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remember one special case, and that was after the Thanksgiving 
fire, when I had a talk with one of the district chiefs on that very 
question, and he and I together picked out some of the buildings 
that we thought were too large in area, and one of those buildings 
was the building that started the fire here the other day. He, at 
that time, made the prophecy that we would have a repetition of 
the Thanksgiving fire on that spot. 

@. What would you say about the space occupied in the Hecht 
building, as far as combating fire is concerned ? 

A. The Hecht building was about three times too big for 
safety, from a fire standpoint, and the Ames building —for it 
had, I believe, twenty-six thousand or twenty-eight thousand feet, 
something of that kind, the two divisions of it— was five times 
too big. 

@. Have you any knowledge of what the premiums are that are 
paid in Boston? 

A. Well, I know in a general way that they get in about at 
least $3,000,000 in premiums a year. 

@. What was the loss in Boston during 1892? 

A. Last year it was about $704,000. The year before that it 
was a little over a million — perhaps $1,200,000; the year before 
that it was about $759,000, I think. So that the last three years 
have been fairly good years from an insurance standpoint, I should 
say. 

@. And the losses this year? 

A. That I cannot tell about. 

Q. Up to the present time? 

A. In regard to the Hecht fire, you know, we haven’t as yet 
been able to find out what they lost there. If we are to believe 
information we get from people who claim to know whereof they 
speak, the losses at the Hecht fire, which were supposed to aggre- 
gate $1,900,000 according to reports, will come down as low per- 
haps as half a million dollars, perhaps lower, perhaps a little 
more. As I said afew minutes ago, Commissioner Fitch has 
had information from a gentleman which it would be well to intro- 
duce, if the commissioner wants to do so. 

Commissioner Fircu. — I have it here if the chairman wants it. 

Commissioner Murruy.— Well, you are the personal custodian of 
it, if you want to use it. From the information we have the 
figures will make that loss less than half a million dollars on 
buildings and everything else. The buildings — all three build- 
ings — were assessed for about $160,000, the Hecht building 
$85,000, the old water-power building $10,000 to $15,000, and 
the other two buildings on Summer street, which were partially 
destroyed, $40,000 apiece. Now, here is a copy of a letter which 
I desire to read : 


At. INptvipuAL UNDERWRITERS, 54 FRANKLIN St. 
JOHN R. WaTeERS, ATTORNEY AND MANAGER. 
New York, March 14, 1893. 
E. Frank Lewis, Esq., Lawrence, Mass.: 
Dear Sir: In writing to you I am voicing my own impressions. I am 
not officially a member of the committee having charge of the Hecht Brothers 
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& Co. settlement, nor have I authority to speak for the committee or for any 
of its members. But, as representing the office which is the most deeply 
interested in the settlement, [ am naturally in communication and codpera- 
‘tion with the committee, and the committee extends every courtesy to me, 
listens patiently to my suggestions, and adopts some of them. 

The immense salvage in the Hecht loss, not over ten per cent. apparently 
of the merchandise in the three buildings having been actually destroyed, 
made it necessary to provide ample facilities for the quick and effective 
scouring, sorting, and grading of the wools received from the ruins, so as to 
avoid further deterioration of the stock, and the risk of a decline in the 
market for wool. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) JOHN R. WATERS, 


Attorney and Manager. 


On an assertion of that kind, with personal information that I 
have received myself, I should [judge that the loss on $900,000 
worth of wool was not less than 10 per cent. and perhaps may be 
25 per cent. ; in other words, 75 per cent. at the least is going to be 
received back. Of course, I give that for what it is worth. 

@. Now, Mr. Commissioner, can you give to the committee any 
information as to what the losses in Boston are as compared with 
any of the other large cities, Baltimore, New York, or Chicago? | 

A. Well, I can give it off-handed. I can give you the losses 
off-handed, but I would rather have the matter come in in an 
official paper from the commission. Yet, in a sort of a casual 
way, I could just tell you about what the average loss would be in 
some of the big cities, but if you desire it to come with that other 
information which you have asked, the Board of Commissioners 
can send it to you in detail. 

@. The committee will ask you for that. 

A. We have the documents and necessary papers in our office 
from which to compile those statistics. 

Q. All right, we will ask you to do that and give it to us right 
off, as soon as you possibly can. 

A. I might say right here that the loss last year to the insurance 
people in Boston was about $700,000, the loss in New York last 
year was around $5,000,000, and the loss in Chicago, off-handed, 
last year, I think was pretty nearly $2,000,000. I am not quite 
sure of that, but I was going to say that that gives you a kind of 
an idea of the difference in losses in the different cities. 

@. Now, another question: can you give the committee the 
number of fires that have occurred in Boston where the loss was 
between $1 and $500, and between $500 and $1,000, and from 
that up? 

A. We can furnish you with all that information, together with 
the other statistics that you have asked for. 

@. Can you give us the figures for the last five vears? 

A. We can go back to the commencement of the service, if 
necessary. 

@. Will you furnish that to the committee? 

A. We will. eee 

@. Can you tell the committee what the cost of repairs has 
been in your department during the last five years? 
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A. We can do that, and we will do so. 

@. Well, the committee will ask you to do that. Now, Mr. 
Commissioner, have you any recommendations that you would like 
to make to the committee ? 

A. Yes, I have, Mr. Chairman. 

Q. Well, state them. 

A. I have one recommendation that Iwould like to make to the 
committee, and that is to have the law which created the Inspec- 
tion of Wires Department so changed as to enlarge their powers. 
Now, to my mind, one of the principal necessary adjuncts of a fire 
department is to have some system of preventing fires. The Fire 
Department can put them out, but asthe Fire Department is at pres- 
ent constituted it cannot stop them, cannot prevent them. Now, 
there are two things that in my judgment would be of great assist- 
ance in preventing fires, and the first would be to have the inspec- 
tion of wires act so amended that electricity cannot be allowed to be 
turned on in any building in the city of Boston until that building 
has been wired to the satisfaction of the Bureau of Inspection of 
Wires. That would be the first recommendation that I can think of 
haphazard. And then there is one more, come to think of it. The 
Fire Department is expected to put out fires, and is supposed to look 
after and care for thousands of them ; they are supposed to look after 
innumerable things that are not so directly connected with the fire 
service as the latter I am going to mention, and it seems to me as 
if they had fully their share of work. Now, you expect our dis- 
trict chiefs to know their districts thoroughly, know the condition 
of the buildings, and they try to do it so far as mortal man can 
do it, and so do the other officers of the department; but I don’t 
think it is possible for the district chiefs of our service or the 
officers of the rank and file of the department to go through the 
thousands of buildings we have in Boston and keep up a thorough 
inspection of their manner and methods of doing business and see 
that they run their business as in such a way as not to cause fires. 
Now, in some cities they have a system,—I don’t know how it 
works, but I think the system can be made to work here in Boston, 
— and that-is that there should be a special department connected 
with our Fire Department, like our Inspection of Wires Department, 
but it should not be called the Inspection of Wires Department, 
and their duty and sole duty should be to goin and out of the build- 
ings of Boston and see that the laws are lived up to in regard to 
preventing fires from carelessness in the use of all kinds of oils 
and things of that kind, which are apt to cause fires. In New 
York, if my memory serves me right, they call it the Bureau 
of Inspection and Combustion. They have a responsible de- 
partment, and the sole business of that department is to see 
that business is so conducted and is lived up to in such a way as 
not to lead to fires. Now, people connected with the New York 
Fire Department tell me that they wouldn’t tolerate for an instant 
the way in which business is carried on in some of our combustible 
centres here in Boston, that they wouldn’t allow it. Now, that is 
their side of the story. They claim that what they have done in 
that respect has made a great improvement over the old service. 
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Now, the great thing to look after in a great city like Boston is to 
prevent fires, and the only feasible way of preventing them is to have 
this particular and special department with full authority to go 
around and see that nothing is done of that special nature, and that 
no business is transacted which anything of that kind enters into, 
without being specially licensed by the proper authorities. Those 
are two suggestions that I think if the committee will look into 
they may find worthy of consideration. 

@. What is your idea about keeping people outside the fire 
lines, Mr. Commissioner ¢ 

A. Well, asa matter of fact I think on the fire-line question 
that we ought to have a danger line and beyond that danger line 
no man ought to be allowed to pass in case of fire. Between the 
danger line and an outside line, people having badges can be ad- 
mitted, and outside of that the general public. Ithink that would 
be the way to solve the business in a manner satisfactory to every- 
body. Inside the danger line, nobody except the man who takes 
his life in his hand ought to be allowed to go. Of course after the 
danger is all gone, I don’t see any objection to having them come 
in, Mr. Chairman. 

@. Do you believe that it would add any advantage to the offi- 
cers of the department if one of the Inspector of Buildings De- 
ment was at the fires, reported there? 

A. Most assuredly, if he was there and did his duty as the law 
calls for. . 

@. Would the cost be much to arrange so that they might get 
the alarms at their homes after working hours? 

A. I think off-handed — of course, it depends pretty much on 
where they live — that the expense would be merely nominal. 

@. And you would recommend that that be done? 

A. I shouldn’t hesitate for a moment to recommend it. There 
is one thing now, as to the inspectors of buildings, and this I say 
off-handed, without knowing to a certainty whether they are ex- 
pected to go to fires, you know; but they live in all parts of the 
city, and whether they will get there early or late it is hard to tell. 
If inspectors of buildings are to be detailed for fire business, 
for fire duty, they should pursue some system such as they do in 
our fire-alarm service, should make their men live where they will 
be handy to certain districts. We make our men live so that they 
can reach certain districts without any trouble. 

@. Now, Mr. Commissioner, do you know of your own knowl- 
edge where the valve was to let the water on from the standpipe 
on the Brown-Durell building. 

A. Not from my own personal knowledge. 

@. Well, have you heard whether it was on the lower floor or 
on the roof? 

A. No, I have not heard. 

@. Have you been requested to or have you appeared before the 
commission appointed to investigate the recent fires in Boston? 

A. Thave. 

Q. Have you been requested to appear again ? 

A. I have not. 
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@. Have you received any communications whatever from them 
in relation to the department, as to information that they would 
require? 

A. Notas an individual. 

@. Asa member of the Board of Fire Commissioners, as one of 
the commissioneis ? 

A. I have. 

@. Have you made your reply? 

A. Not yet—hold on; I will take that back — partially, I re- 
member — partially. 

@. Were you, Mr. Commissioner, placed under a pledge of 
secrecy to divulge nothing that had been said before that com- 
mission ? 

A. Practically I so understood it, that it was a matter that at 
present we should say nothing about. 

@. Was that pledge directed also to this committee — should you 
think so? 

A. Well, it was directed to everybody. 

@. This committee as well as everybody else? 

A. I so took it; that would include naturally the committee. 

@. Would you, if requested by this committee, refuse to pro- 

duce the communications which were sent by that commission to 
you? 
: A. Well, I would like to find out, Mr. Chairman; I would like 
to have some time, not to go into executive session, but to think 
it over. Off-handed, I think this committee have a legal right, as 
Iam a servant of the city government, to request certain things 
from me, and if the corporation counsel were to decide that they 
had, — I would like his advice on the matter, — why, of course I 
should feel that I had todo it. I will tell you frankly that I 
would rather not. 

@. Well, we are not here, you know, to take into consideration 
your feelings. We are here in the interest of the people of Boston, 
you know, representing them. 

A. When I say I would rather not, I mean I would rather not 
because [ said to these gentlemen that I shouldn’t say anything 
about our conference. Ourconference was more of a social nature 
than.of a business nature. 

@. Well, we are not here for sociability, we are here for busi- 
ness, and that may go on the record. Can you state, Mr. Com- 
missioner, to this committee what the causes are of this secrecy ? 

A. I haven’t the least idea, Mr. Chairman. 

@. Do you, as an official of the city of Boston, believe in stur- 
chamber hearings ? 

A. Well, that puts me in rather a delicate position, to make a 
reply on a question of that kind. 

@. LI ask you that as an official, not as a citizen of Boston. 

A. I would rather be excused from answering, Mr. Chairman. 
You see the delicate position I am put in. I am between two 
millstones. 

@. Do I understand you to say you decline to answer that? 
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A. Oh, no; oh, no; oh, no. I merely said I asked you to ex- 
cuse me. 

@. I suppose, Mr. Commissioner, if this committee ask you to 
appear here with all books and documents in your possession re- 
lating to any inquiry that may be made before the bar of this com- 
mittee or any other commission, that you would produce them? 

A. If I were legally bound to do it I would. But I would try 
very hard to avoid doing it. 

@. I think the ordinances require that you shall do it, and I will 
ask you to bring whatever documents you may have bearing upon 
this inquiry, whether from his honor the mayor or any other 
court or commission, before this committee to-morrow. I will 
give you ample time to consult with your associates, and I think 
I will get the opinion of the corporation counsel bearing on that. 

A. Would you object, Mr. Chairman, to having that request 
made upon us in writing? 

@. The clerk will take notice that he will make that request in 
writing upon the commissioners. 

The Clerk. — You mean the summons? 

The CHarrMan. —I mean the request. The summons will come 
later, if they don’t respond. 

Commissioner Murrpuy. —I want to say a single word. A man 
is very delicately placed, you know, when he has practically made 
an agreement, and you can understand that it isn’t with any desire 
to refuse to obey the wishes of the committee that I take the stand 
I do, or that, more properly, I have taken. It is merely because 
I said I would do a certain thing, and I never have broken my 
word yet and I don’t want to do it now. 

@. (By the Cuatrman.) The committee understand the posi- 
tion of the commissioner, but we also understand the position of 
the commission appointed by the mayor. We asked certain mem- 
bers of that commission who signed this petition to come before 
this committee and give their reasons why they signed that peti- 
tion, and we have it here in writing over their own signature that 
they refuse to come. Now, we are here to protect the interests of 
the city of Boston, and are elected by the people for that purpose ; 
and of course we don’t desire, nor will we put the Board of Fire 
Commissioners in any position which would reflect upon their 
honor where they gave their word, but I am going to ask you a 
few more questions. Was any question asked of you other than 
has been asked at this inquiry here to-day, so far, before that 
commission ? 

A. Well, I won’t limit it to this inquiry here to-day, but if my 
memory serves me no question was asked that has not been asked 
at some stage or other in this hearing. 

@). Have you ever had any correspondence, or have your board 
ever had any correspondence, so far as you know. with any person 
connected with the Board of Underwriters or real-estate men in 
relation to distributing badges to them? 

A. Well, yes, we have had applications from various people 
who thought that their business took them inside the lines in times 
past — real-estate owners, real-estate managers, insurance ad- 
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justers, and newspaper men. I believe that is about all the 
various classes that have applied to us. Members of the govern- 
ment, of course, come in on their own badges. 

Q. You heard what Commissioner Fitch said, that a com- 
munication was sent to the board by Meredith & Grew, signed by 
them, purporting to be signed by them? 

A. I don’t recollect seeing the communication, but I know the 
facts as he stated them are so. I think I was away. 

Commissioner Frrcw. — Yes, you were away. 

Commissioner Mureny. — I was away at the time South, but 
after I returned home I think I saw the note. Iam not sure, but 
I know the facts are practically as he said. ‘There are two ques- 
tions I would like to say one word on, Mr. Chairman: I think I 
heard you ask the gentleman who represents the underwriters 
something about companies withdrawing from the Board of Un- 
derwriters. 

@. (By the Cuairman.) Oh, I asked Mr. Field if there wasn’t 
quite a row going on among some of the underwriters, between the 
underwriters and some of the companies, in regard to the recent 
increase of rates? 

A. I don’t know anything about the row, but I understood, sir, 
semi-officially, that the Sun and Continental Companies had with- 
drawn on the ground that the recent increase of one per cent. was 
unjust, and the position they took was that there should be a 
change, but the change should be that risks should be rated ac- 
cording to the extremeness of the danger from fire. In other words, 
a man who had a bad building should pay for a bad building, and a 
man who had a good building shouldn’t be obliged to pay for that 
bad man’s bad mistakes, and I may say here and now that, as far 
as Iam personally concerned as an individual and as a property 
holder, not as an official of the city of Boston, I think that is good 
business policy; that if a man is going to build a large building 
with a large area and with great danger from fire, he ought to pay 
for it, just the same as a man who is in business, if he is going to 
sell goods to a man whose credit is poor, is going to charge him a 
big price, so that when that man fails he may be about square ; 
but a good man with good credit he sells to at a good price — the 
same as the Boston Fire Department buys its machinery and ap- 
paratus ; they have good credit, pay their bills, and it isn’t expen- 
sive to the people who are selling. 

@. You go to fires somewhat, Mr. Commissioner ? 

A. I have gone to fires previous to my sickness. For the last 
four months I haven’t gone to any fire except the fire here on 
Kingston street the other day. 

@. Have you noticed or noted any criticisms that have been 
made about the Fire Commissioners going to fires? 

A. About what? 

@. About their appearing at fires, being present? 

A. I have never noticed it because — 

@. Have you read it? 

A. I have never read it. I have heard that some people made 
objections, but I think the reasons given by my brother commis- 
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sioner meet the case, that we ought to know something about our 
men, not only theoretically but practically. 

@. And that would be the reason that you would assign? 

A. That is my reason for going, when I go to a fire, and that 
is the reason for the rest of the board going to a fire. We go 
there and we stand as spectators and as critics. We enter into 
no criticism at the fire. If we have any criticism to make we come 
back to our office and make it the next day. We never interfere in 
any form, shape, or manner at the fire. We have men paid for 
that — the chief and district chiefs are paid for that — and itis their 
business and we hold them responsible the next day. I might say 
here, Mr. Chairman, something about the West End road.  Per- 
haps I could give some information to the committee, and it is this, 
that the president of the road has done everything that a man 
could do in order to help out the fire service. Of his own per- 
sonal volition he came to the Board of Fire Commissioners and 
made a proposition that he would have men run with every piece 
of fire apparatus to every fire, and also that he would put in 
cut-outs all over the city. Now, we preferred not to have two 
fire departments. In other words, we had responsibility enough 
in our own houses when we had our own men, and we would rather 
that he would make his own arrangement to send his men to the 
fire ; and J think the result of that conference was this corps of men 
connected with the West End road who come in their wagons to 
all fires, and I have every reason to believe from my personal in- 
spection and knowledge, gathered from evidence, that he has 
done everything that could be done under the circumstances to 
help us out. Of course, there is no discounting the fact that the 
advent of asystem of that kind, for instance in the narrow streets, 
has added to the work of the firemen, but I suppose as the world 
progresses and advances new things are coming to the front, and 
we have got to find new ways and new methods to meet them. If 
there is danger, and there probably is from that service, there is 
more fiom large-area buildings. I think. also, talking about large- 
area buildings, that the Board of Fire Commissioners made that 
request before the legislature to limit the height of buildings. 
Originally they made the request, and also to limit the height by 
the width of the street. That is, if a building fronts on a narrow 
street, that it shall only be allowed to go up to a certain height, 
and the wider the street the wider they go, having an extreme 
limit beyond which they couldn’t go, no’ matter how wide the street 
was. Some such thing as that, added to the other two sugges- 
tions I have made, might furnish a little food for the committee 
to consider. 

The chairman said that to-morrow, at eleven o’clock A.M., the 
committee would like to visit the house at Fort Hill square, 
Engine 26 and Engine 22, and the fireboat, in company with 
the commissioners, and directed the clerk to notify the Callahan 
Hose Company that the committee would visit their factory, to 
verify the statements that were made before the committee, between 
half-past eleven and half-past one. 

The clerk was also directed to have a notice published in the 
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daily papers that a hearing would be given on Friday, at 2 P.M., 
to any parties desiring to make statements in regard to the causes 
and spread of the recent fires or the management and expenditures 
of the Fire Department. 


Adjourned at 6.23 P.M., to meet on March 238 at 2 P.M. 


NINTH HEARING. 


Tuurspay, March 238, 1893, 


The hearing was contin ued at 2 o’clock P.M., Chairman LEE 
presiding. 

ComMIssIONER Ropert G. Fircn, recalled. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) Now, Mr. Commissioner, in relation 
to that letter which we asked you about in connection with the 
controversy over the pass or badge to get inside the fire lines — 
have you got that correspondence with you now? 

A. I have it here. 

@. Will you kindly read it? 

A. (Reading.) 

OFFICE OF MerepirH & GREW, 
15 Coneress St., Boston, January 13, 1893. 

Rosert G. Firow, Esq., Chairman of the Board of Fire Commissioners 

of the City of Boston: 


Dear Sir: We are informed that our Superintendent of Buildings, Mr. 
Wm. C. Pope, has been refused a pass by you, giving him access through the 
lines at fires. 

We have always deemed it of great service to all concerned to have some 
one at a fire thoroughly familiar with the inside of the buildings, and it has 
been at our orders that Mr. Pope has always responded to any fire occurring 
in any building managed in our office. We therefore respectfully request 
that you should issue him such a pass as heretofore, or, if not, kindly inform 
us of your reason for not so doing. A prompt reply will greatly oblige 

Yours respectfully, 


MerepituH & GREW. 


That is dated January 13, and a reply of the same date, Jan- 
uary 13, was as follows: 


OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS, 
Otp Courr Houser, Boston, January 13, 1893. 
Messrs. MerepitH & Grew, 15 Congress Street, Boston: 


GENTLEMEN: Your letter in relation to pass for Mr. William C. Pope at 
hand. 

In reply would say that if you will call on Commissioner Fitch at this 
office any day about noon, an explanation of the board’s declination to grant 
him a pass will be cheerfully given. 

Respectfully yours, 
(Signed) B. F. UNDERHILL, Jr., 
Clerk. 


@. Did any of the firm call, Mr. Chairman ? 


444 APPENDIX. 


A. None of the firm called. 
@. And was any pass ever given to Mr. Pope? 
A. No, sir, not this year. 


Statement by ComMMIssIONER GEORGE H. INNIs. 


@. (By the CHarrman.) Your full name, sir? 

A. George H. Innis. 

@. And you are one of the Fire Commissioners of the city of 
Boston? 

Away €8,/ Sit. 

@. How long have you been a Fire Commissioner ? 

A. Since December, 1890. 

@. Now, Mr. Innis, there is a statement here that the adminis- 
trative work of your department was delegated out to each of the 
commissioners — that is, that they each had certain duties to 
perform. Will you kindly state to the committee, without any 
questions whatever, as to what the duties are that are delegated to 
you, and what is the performance of them? 

A. The repairs of the houses of the department all comes 
under me, and also the fireboat — all repairs, inside repairs. 

Q. How is that work done? 

A. We have an agreement, a verbal agreement, with the super- 
intendent of public buildings, Mr. Tucker, and he furnishes the 
lumber, and the department does the work by detailed members of 
the department. 

Q. That applies to any repairs — first-class carpenter work ? 

A. Carpenter work. 

@. Painting the same? 

4. For painting we furnish our own material and our own men 
to do the work. 

@. How about plumbing? 

A. Plumbing the same. 

@. You furnish that yourself? 

ALE Se ait: 

@. The Department of Public Buildings furnishes nothing in 
that respect? 

Av ANO eit: 

@. Mason work, plastering, or anything like that? 

A. If there is any patching up to do we do it, but aside from 
that we hire some one outside to do that work; and our horse 
troughs are built. I have charge of those. 

@. Well, you never take upon yourself the responsibility with- 
out a meeting of the full board? 

A. No, sir. 

@. And it is passed upon by the full board? 

Ach GX OS; Sil; 

@. And orders are then given, and you see that they are carried 


ZAC ies, Bits 

Now. Mr. Commissioner, do you believe that it inures to the 
benefit of the city financially to have the work of the department 
done in the way in which it is? 
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A. By all means I do; yes, sir. 

Q. Well, why? 

A. Because it saves the city money — saves the expense of 
hiring outside help to do it, and then I think — another thing — 
we get better work. I think our work is done more thoroughly 
than it would be to hire it done outside. 

@. And there is no extra compensation paid the men? 

A; No, sir. 

@. Has there ever been any complaint among the men for 
being detailed for that character of work? 

A. I never heard of any. 

@. In the matter of supplies — that is passed upon by the full 
board ? 

A. By the full board, yes, sir. 

@. And you agree with the other commissioners’ testimony as to 
the manner in which the supplies are purchased ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Now, about how many horses a year do you buy, what 
would be the average? 

A. Well, all the way from fifteen to twenty. 

(). Weil, now, are they bought under the directions of the full 
board, or by any one of the members of the board? 

A. The full board. 

@. What is your custom in purchasing horses for the depart- 
ment? 

A. Some horse dealers have horses that they think the depart- 
ment would like, that would suit the department, and they notify 
the board that they have got a pair or two pair of horses for sale, 
and the board orders those horses, if they are in need of horses, 
to some engine-house, and the board goes there and they are put 
on to a ladder truck or a steam-engine and driven around the 
square — generally Fort Hill square. Then they are examined 
by our veterinary surgeon, and he makes a report to the board, 
and then we call before us the party who has them for sale, and 
we buy them at the best prices we possibly can. 

@. As to their soundness, you mean, the veterinary surgeon 
passes judgment? 

Yes, sir; and makes a full report to the board. 

You have a veterinary surgeon, do you, in the department? 
Yes, sir. 

Permanently employed? 

Yes, sir. 

Rated as a fireman? 

Yes, sir, to a certaiz extent. He attends all large fires and 
looks after the horses. If any of our horses are taken sick by 
night or day, he is sent for. If any of the horses are sick 
at any time he examines them, and if they are not fit for our ser- 
vice we exchange them. 

@. And they are bought entirely upon his recommendation ? 

A. Yes, sir; and what we see ourselves. 

@. His recommendations and the opinion of the board? 

4c Yeast 


hOhOhO 
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@. Do you know, Mr. Commissioner, how harnesses are bought 
by your department, if any? 

A. Bought by the board. 

(@). And in what way — by solicitation of men to send in bids, 
or an examination by some member or members of the board? 

A. We generally send out to one or two makers whom we have 
bought harnesses of, and get bids from them of what they will 
furnish the harnesses for. Then we buy of the lowest bidder. 

@. Well, are there any certain specifications that you have for 
quality of the harnesses that you use? 

A. That it shall be a first-class double harness. 

@. And what is about the average price paid for double har- 
nesses by the department? 

A. I should have to look that up to see what we paid for our 
harnesses last. I don’t remember. 

@. You cannot call to mind about what the price is? 

A. I cannot call to mind now; no, sir. 

@. That, of course, would be a matter of record in the auditor’s 
office ? 

A. Yes, sir; a matter of record. 

@. And is it the custom of the board to buy first-quality 
harnesses ? 

Yes, sir. 

You use considerable lubricating oil in your department? 
yep crsil 

How is that bought? 

That is bought by the board. An order is sent in, a requi- 
sition is sent in from the shop, and an order is drawn and sent to 
the dealer. . 

@. And that, I suppose, is bought upon the basis of the 
standard prices established by the different dealers from time to 
time ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

(@. And do the department buy it any cheaper, do you know, 
than any other place, as a rule? 

A. Well, we buy it as cheap as it can be bought by any one 
else. 

@. As it can be bought by any one else —I didn’t know but 
you might get some further privileges that others didn’t. Have 
you, Mr. Commissioner, ever had any complaint made to you by 
any of the underwriters ? 

ASS ANO; Sit, 

@. As to the management of fires? 

A. No, sir; they never made any. 

(). Have you ever had any of the inspectors of the Board of 
Underwriters talk with you personally or communicate with you 
by any correspondence ? 

A. No, sir; I don’t know any of them; wouldn’t know them if 
I met them. 

@. And you agree with the other commissioners as to the find- 
ings in cases where men are reported for intoxication at fires or 
on patrol? 


hOROb 
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A. Yes, sir. 

@. Have you ever heard any complaints, made to you either 
personally or by any correspondence, or the chief or any of the 
district chiefs of the department ? 

A. No, sir. 

(). And as to the selection of members of the department and 
the promotion of officers, I suppose you agree with the other com- 
missioners ? 


A. Yes, sir. 
Oeil the matter of civil service? 
we Yes sisire 


@. Now, what do you say about the number of pieces of appar- 
atus that go to any one box or any number of boxes — would you 
advise any decrease? 

A. No, sir; I would not. 

@. And the commissioners as a whole pass upon the matter in 
the making up of the running card? 


Ae sy esysir. 

@. And also in the making up and compiling of their rules? 

A.’ Yes, sir. 

@. That is done in executive session by the board? 

As VYess, sir; 

Q). And the hay and grain that you purchase for the depart- 


ment is purchased by the proposals sent out once a month to the 
various commission dealers? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Have you ever heard any complaint as to the quality of the 
hay and grain supplied to the department? 

A. No, sir; I have not. 

@. Do you as a general rule make an inspection of that your- 
self on purchase? 

A. No, sir; I donot. I wouldn’t know anything about it if I 
should look at it. I am not much acquainted with grain and hay. 

@. Well, you would know in a general way, I suppose? 

A. I would know whether it was musty or not, or whether it was 
coarse hay or not. 

@. You can tell marsh hay from meadow hay? 

A. No, sir; I don’t think I could. We would leave that to 
the chairman. 

Q@. What chairman? 

A. Chairman of the Board of Fire Commissioners —or the 
chairman of this committee. 

@. Then you couldn’t tell timothy from herdsgrass ? 

A. No, I couldn’t. 

@. Do you think Commissioner Fitch could? 

A. I think he could. 

@. I suppose your custom is to go to fires on second alarms 
generally ? 

A. Second alarms; yes, sir. 

@. Well, now, you have heard, I suppose, that there have been 
some comments made through the press and by people about the 
commissioners being at fires ? 
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A. I have. 

@. You have read them yourself? 

A. I have read them in the papers, sir. 

Q. Well, now, you think it is for the benefit of the department 
that the commissioners should go to fires? 

A. Yes, sir, [ do. 

@. Well, why do you think so? 

A. Because then you can see the working of the department, 
know what your men are doing, see how the apparatus works, 
and see what the department are doing at all times at fires. 

@. And if there is any weak spot you would feel then, from 
your observation and from the results that you would be more 
able to straighten it out? 

(Aseey ES Sir. 

@. I suppose you have, with your associates on the board, 
been before another commission who are investigating the recent 
causes of fire in Boston? 

A. Yes, sir; I have. 

@. Were you with the other commissioners at the time? 

A. I was. 

@. Were you examined personally? 

A. There wasn’t much of an examination carried on at that 
time — merely a preliminary hearing, I guess. 

@. Just an opening? 

A. Just starting in; yes, sir. 

@. Well, were you asked any questions in relation to the de- 
partment? 

A. No, sir, I think not. 

(). Were you directed by the commissioners or their clerk that 
anything that might be said before that commission should not be 
divulged to either the citizens or to any other committee? 

A. We were asked not to say anything about what took place 
there while we were there. 

You were not sworn? 
No, sir, we were not. 
It was a mere matter of honor? 
That is all, sir. 
. Were you asked anything about the discipline of your de- 
partment? 

A. No, sir, we were not. 

@. Were you asked anything about the ability of the chief 
engineer ? 

A. We were not. 

@. Were you asked anything as to the administrative work of 
your department ? 

A. I don’t remember, but I think not; I should say no. 

@. Well, there is no breach of honor there if you were not 
asked, is there? 

A. I should say no. 

@. Were you asked as to the number of men there were in your 
department? 

A. I think not. 


ObOho 
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@. Were you asked the salary that you received? 

Zs NOS Bit 

@. Were you asked as to the salary of any of the members of 
the department? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Were you asked by any member of the Board of Commis- 
sioners where you bought the sheets and pillow-cases for the de- 
partment ? 

A. No, sir; I was not. 

@. Were you asked by the commissioners where you bought 
your supplies of any kind? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Were you asked by that commission as to the manner in 
which your accounts were kept in your department? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Were you asked if you knew what the losses were in Boston 
as compared with other cities? 

Bie dNOy BIL: 

@. Were you asked as to what the causes of the spread of the 
fires were lately? 

A; No, sir: 

@. Well, now, Mr. Commissioner, will you kindly tell this 
committee what you were asked? 

A. Well, Mr. Chairman, I don’t think it would be hardly right 
for me to do it, as they placed me, as they did my brother members 
of the Board of Fire Commissioners, upon honor not to say a word 
about it; and I meant to have brought that up to-day, if we had 
had time, before the board, but as we have not had time, why, we 
didn’t do it. 

@. Then you don’t want to say that you refuse to answer? 

(Ay No, sir. 

@. You merely want time to consult with your associates? 

A. That is what I should want to do before going any farther. 

@. You don’t want to feel as though you would criminate 
yourself personally without bringing the other two with you? 

A. That is right. 

@. Do you know of any correspondence that has been sent to 
the board by any parties outside of this committee, — either by 
the mayor, by the city council, the underwriters, or any other 
parties sitting and looking into the cause of the recent fires? 

A. There has a communication been sent to the board. 

@. From whom? 

A. From a committee appointed by his honor the mayor. 

@. I understand that the commissioners are to consider whether 
they will lay that before this committee or not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I understand that? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And your board have had no time to consult on that 
matter? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Now, Mr. Commissioner, do you believe that a new fireboat 
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is necessary for the better protection of property in the city of 
Boston? 

A. Yes, sir; I do. 

@). Has your board ever asked for it since you have been a 
member of it? 

A. Yes, sir; they have. 

@. Of whom? 

A. Of this present city government. 

@. This year? 

A. Yes, sir; I believe it is this year — or we sent a communica- 
tion to the mayor last year. 

@). Have you, Mr. Commissioner, ever visited any of the other 
large cities of the country ? 

A. Ihave. 

@. What cities have you visited and made an examination of 
the fire departments and their workings? 

New York, Chicago, Baltimore, and Washington. 

Now, have you read their rules there? 

Beg pardon. 

Have you read the rules of the departments there? 

I have not. 

Well, from your examination, what would you consider the 
discipline of the Boston Fire Department as compared with that 
of Chicago — taking the men in quarters, I mean, and on patrol 
duty — while on duty ? 

A. I should say the Boston Fire Department was under better 
discipline than the Chicago Department or the New York or 
Baltimore Departments. 

@. Were you ever present at any of the other cities during a 
fire ? 

A. No, sir; I think they have never had a fire while I have 
been there. 

@. Then you know nothing about the way in which they handle 
fires ? 

A. No, sir; I do not. 

@. Then wherein does the discipline in the department, the 
Fire Department of Boston, compare more favorably than that of 
either Chicago, New York, or Baltimore? 

A. Well, in the first place, in Chicago, and also in New York, 
I visited the different engine-houses, and in some of the engine- 
houses I have seen the members of the department sitting around 
the front door of the engine-house smoking, spitting tobacco-juice 
upon the sidewalk, and I have been in there when they have been 
on the floors showing us around and at the same time smoking a 
pipe, which we don’t allow in our department. I have seen them 
on the streets with their coats unbuttoned and have seen them 
going into bar-rooms. 

@. Have you ever, while on a visit to any of the large cities, 
seen any of the firemen drunk while in uniform? 

A, No, sir; I never have. 

Q. But you have seen them go into bar-rooms in uniform? 

A. Yes, sir. 


Seek 
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(. Have you ever heard it said, Mr. Commissioner, during 
your visit to those cities, that— take Chicago, for instance — that 
that department was run principally from a political standpoint ? 

A. No, sir; I won’t say so from my own knowledge. 

@. Would you advise any additional boxes being placed in the 
business district of Boston? 

A. No, sir; I think we have got boxes enough there now. 

@. Would you recommend the purchase of any new apparatus 
for the department other than the additional fireboat? 

A. I think we could have in West Roxbury a chemical engine. 
I think also that there ought to be an engine at the North End. 

@. Of Boston? 

A. North End of Boston — somewheres along the lower end of 
Fulton street, down there somewhere —there is great need of it 
down there. 

@. Did you ever have any conversation with Mr. Pope, the 
janitor for Meredith & Grew? 

A. No, sir; I have not. 

@. You have had no conversation with him whatever ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. What is your opinion as to keeping all parties outside the 
fire lines other than the firemen, police, and parties who do actual 
business within the lines—say the water department and gas 
companies and the electric-light people? 

A. I think it is a good idea to keep the people away from the 
fires that obstruct the firemen in doing their duty. I am of the 
same opinion as Commissioner Murphy, that we ought to have a 
line inside, where no one should be allowed but our firemen, and 
then outside of that, if they saw fit, to put up another line and let 
people inside of that with badges all right; but my idea is to keep 
the public away from firemen at a fire. Of course a great many 
people whose places of business are involved want to get inside 
the fire lines, and it is pretty hard to keep them out when they 
have got property in there, and when they might have the oppor- 
tunity to take away their papers and other things. And that 
could be done by having a rope close to the fire, and then a rope 
outside to admit those gentlemen to take care of their property. 
I know that at the Kingston and Lincoln-street fire people got in 
there so thick that we were compelled to put every one outside, 
badge or no badge. 

@. Have you ever given any consideration to the matter of roof 
hydrants ? 

A. Some. 

@. Well, what is your opinion on that? 

A. I think a roof hydrant is a good thing when it is in working 
order. I think on the old building where we were, next to the 
Parker House, there is a roof hydrant there. There is a stand- 
pipe there and I went to it last Sunday morning to turn it on and 
see if there was any water in it, and there was no water there. I 
think the roof hydrants are good if they can be used when you 
want them. I would rather see standpipes placed on the outside 
of buildings with outlets at each story, not at the bottom, where 
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we could put an engine at the bottom and where we could force 
our water up, the same as they have in Chicago, the same as in New 
York, with a ladder coming close to it—so that our men can run 
up close to the building and make connections close to where the 
fire is, instead of having to make our connections with ladders or 
life lines. It would be a great benefit, [ think, to the department. 

@. (By Mr. Rosryson.) Mr. Innis, don’t you favor the placing 
of an extra ladder truck in the neighborhood of the shoe and 
leather section, a little nearer to it than any truck you have at 
present? 

A. We have got in that section several ladders — we have got 
ladder 14, ladder 8, ladder17. I think other parts of the city need 
it more than they do there. 

@. Well, none of them are very close to Box 52, I think? 

A. Well, ladder 8 can get there in three or four minutes. 

@. You spoke of not letting people inside the lines — don’t you 
think that the citizens helped you to save those two engines at this 
recent fire? 

A. Down at the corner of Lincoln street? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Icouldn’t say. Iwas not there when the engines were pulled 
away from the hydrant and I couldn’t say. Our men were there, 
I know. 

@. They would have been burned up if it hadn’t been for some 
of the citizens? 

A. If the citizens hadn’t been there we should have put men 
enough on to have pulled them away. 

Q. (By the Cuarrman.) I understood you to say, Mr. Innis, 
that the commission didn’t ask you how the money of the depart- 
ment was expended ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) I would like to ask the commissioner a 
question. Has there been any citizen of the city of Boston that 
has come to you in your capacity as a commissioner and com- 
plained to you of the inefficiency of the department in any partic- 
ular ? 

As Now sir: 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) You were asked by the commission if 
you, in your opinion, believed that the department under the 
charge of the Board of Fire Commissioners, of which you are one 
of the members, needed any stimulating? 

A, No, sir; I think not. 

@. They didn’t ask you that question. Did they ask you, Mr. 
Commissioner, if you believed that a one-headed commission 
would serve the purpose better than a three-headed commis- 
sion? 

A. They did not. 

Q. They didn’t put that question? 

A; No, sir: 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) I would like to ask you, Mr. Commis- 
sioner, One more question. Have you at any time prior to the 
Hecht fire, as a commissioner, had any citizen complain to you 
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that he believed that the chief of the department, Mr. Webber, 
was not a capable man for the place which he held as chief of the 
department? 


A. No, sir. 
@. Never did? 
A. No, sir. 


The Chairman requested the clerk to summon for the next meet- 
ing certain of the underwriters, real-estate men, etc., who had 
signed the petitions. 


Adjourned at 5.25 P.M., to meet on Friday, March 24, at 
2 P.M. 


TENTH HEARING. 


Fripay, March 24, 1893. 


The hearing was resumed at 2 o’clock P.M., Chairman L&x pre- 
siding. 
Statement by JoHN C. Paice. 


(By the Cuairman.) Your full name is John C. Paige? 
John C. Paige; yes, sir. 

And your business? 

Fire insurance. 

Located where? 

20 Kilby street. 

And you are a member of the Board of Fire Underwriters? 
I am. 

Do a very large and extensive business, Mr. Paige ? 

Quite large. 

Probably the largest in Boston? 

One of the largest. 

If not the largest. Now, Mr. Paige, I want to read here 
the first paragraph of a petition which is purported, and I suppose 
properly, to be signed by you or your firm, and to ask you in your 
own way to answer this, if you so desire: ‘‘ The undersigned 
fire underwriters of Boston respectfully represent that in their 
opinion the administration of the Fire Department of this city 
needs to be greatly improved, in order to check the needless 
destruction of property due to its present inability to promptly 
and effectually extinguish fires that occur within our municipal 
limits.” 

A. Isigned a petition containing that clause, undoubtedly. 

@. Well now, Mr. Paige, can you make any suggestions to 
the committee wherein the efficiency of the department can be 
improved ? 

A. I don’t know that Iam prepared to go into detailed sug- 
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gestions. Ihave a feeling that the results that we achieve from 
our Fire Department are not such as we ought to get or such as 
we used to get; but I am not prepared to say that I have formu- 
lated suggestions. Indeed, I felt that in signing this petition I 
was taking the first step toward getting suggestions made from an 
authoritative source. 

@. Can you state to the committee where there are any defects 
that might be remedied ? 

A, I want to say, in the first place, that it has never been any 
part of my business to fight fires, it has only been a part of my 
business to insure property and to pay losses for fires. My knowl- 
edge of fires comes after they are put out and not while they are 
being put out. JI am not prepared to say that you should put 
water in one direction or another, or that you should have more 
or less pieces of apparatus. Indeed, I will say definitely and 
decidedly that I am not a fire-fighter, and that I am therefore not 
qualified to say as an expert what defects there are in the Fire 
Department. 

@. But you signed a petition saying that the department needs 
to be greatly improved—TI ask you, Mr. Paige, can you sug- 
gest any improvements, after signing that petition? 

A. My idea of improvements in the Fire Department of the 
city of Boston is that there should be a change in the methods of 
handling fires. It seems to me that the strongest criticism that I 
have ever made of the Fire Department as I have observed its 
action was the lack of unity of action, lack of command. It 
looked to me always like a lot of independent armies fighting, all 
trying to kill the common enemy, but doing it in their own way ; 
and it seemed to me that that was the fault of administration. It 
seems to me if I should introduce into my business a lot of capa- 
ble men who were all struggling to get business or to handle 
business each in their own way, that I shouldn’t succeed as well 
as I do when I make each one of them work according to my plan ; 
and it seems to me that whoever is in command of a fire de- 
partment at a fire should have a plan of fighting a fire. I think 
the great fault that I have to find with the Fire Department of the 
city of Boston is that, so far as I can judge, it doesn’t evolve 
that plan until some time after the fire, after they commence 
handing the fire. I think, as far as my observation goes, that 
after the fire gets away from the Fire Department in Boston they 
rally and take control of it and get it back and put it out in good 
shape, and the wonder is with me, after it has got away — 
particularly in these recent fires — how in the world they ever got 
hold of it and stopped it without letting it burn itself out. 

@. Now, are you speaking, Mr. Paige, from your own observa- 
tion at fires? 

A. I am speaking from my own observation in only a very 
limited way. 

@, Or only giving results? 

A. Only speaking in a very limited way, because generally I 
only know about fires practically afterwards. I very seldom go 
to a fire, and when I am there I very seldom go sufficiently into it 
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to speak of these matters as a matter of observation. I only say 
that this is the way that it seems to me from what I can see of a 
fire after it is put out, and from what I learn of it from the official 
reports that I have access to. 

@. Then I understand you to say that you base the greater part 
of your judgment now upon results and upon the lack of command, 
from communications which you have access to? 

A. That is the greater part of it; yes, sir. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Paige, can you inform the committee by 
whom those reports are made? 

A. Speaking generally, I have based my judgment upon what I 
was given to understand were the reports of the chief engineer 
and the Fire Commissioners. 

@. The chief engineer and the Fire Commissioners; can you 
call to mind any report that you have examined where the chief en- 
gineer has made a report that shows the state of affairs that you 
have just recited ? 

A. Well, I have read the chief engineer’s report made to your 
committee, sir, of the Hecht fire, of the Federal-street fire. I have 
read, and I should have stated in my answer to the previous ques- 
tion that I depended to a certain extent upon, the fire marshal’s 
report of the fire, as well as the other sources that I have based my 
judgment upon. This petition was signed soon after the fire of 
the 10th of January, in the Hecht building, on Federal street, and 
I based my judgment upon which I signed this petition upon what 
I was informed, upon what I deemed to be credible authority, and 
what has proved to be the published report of these officials, as 
it appeared that it was going to be the report of the chief engineer 
and the fire marshal upon that fire. 

@. Well, what construction did you place upon the report of 
the fire marshal and that of the chief engineer —did they vary 
any? 

A. I thought they did somewhat, yes, sir. 

Oa Vou thought they did somewhat, and undoubtedly, then, 
you placed the greater amount of confidence in the report which 
was written by and made by the fire marshal? 

A. Well, that was the first one, of course. 

@. Of course, and you were impressed with that? 

A. Naturally. 

(). Did you read any portion of the testimony that was elicited 
from the fire marshal before this committee ? 

A. So much of it as was published in the daily papers, the 
‘¢ Herald” and the ‘* Globe.” 

@. Well, did you then refresh your memory by looking at his 
report to ascertain if there were any contradictory statements made 
in his evidence before this committee, as between the statements 
made before the committee and those made in his report? 

A. I did not, sir, because I had read his report carefully and 
I did not again refer to it. | 

@). Have you noticed the contradictions as you have read the 
evidence that he gave before this committee ? 

A. Well, I don’t know whether I noticed all of them or not, 
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@. Well, now, Mr. Paige, you say, in speaking of the lack of 
command, that you of course would not conduct your business in 
the same manner as, from reading the reports and from what you 
have seen, the command at fires is conducted ? 

A. Lonly said that it seemed to me that it wouldn’t be a good 
way. 

@. Well, are not the circumstances and the surroundings at a fire 
far different from those which you or any other gentleman would 
meet with in conducting his own private business ? 

A. Undoubtedly, yes, because it must have been a time of very 
great excitement for the chief engineer or the district chief in 
charge. 

@. Are not the circumstances and surroundings different, do 
they not vary at almost every fire? 

A. There couldn’t possibly be two fires alike. 

@. Then the circumstances that surround them are far different. 
When did you arrive, Mr. Paige, at the conclusion that the results 
gained by the department were faulty— how long ago? 

A. That is a difficult question for me to answer, because I have 
been all through the November fire of 1889, the Thanksgiving fire 
of 1889, when the question of the apparatus of the Fire Depart- 
ment was under consideration, and I believe that all of the con- 
clusions that I arrived at in connection with that fire were formu- 
lated in conference with the Board of Fire Commissioners, and 
were such as they approved, as to the lack of apparatus in the 
city at that time, and, of course, that wasn’t a fault of admin- 
istration. 

@. That was the fault of the government in not providing the 
means ? 

A. Well, I think it was the fault of the city council in having 
failed to give the Fire Commissioners from year to year such an 
amount of money as they ought to have to keep up with the neces- 
sities of the growth of the city. From that time I became a closer 
observer of the Fire Department than I had ever been before, and 
for that reason it is very difficult for me to say just when I began 
to feel that there were things in the Fire Department which could 
be improved, which could be remedied, and which it would be 
better to change; but after the fire on Federal street, on the tenth 
of January last, any previous impressions I had had became 
stronger or took form in my mind in a general feeling that it was 
not as it might be. 

@. And it is since the Hecht fire that you felt that there might 
be some improvement made? 

A. Well, that is when it took a definite form; yes, sir. 

@. Have you, Mr. Paige, ever made any complaint to the Board 
of Fire Commissioners as to the inefficiency of the department? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Never have —have you ever, by communication or other- 
wise, made any complaint to the government, the city council? 

A. No; sir. 

(. Have you to his honor the mayor, other than this petition 
which was sent here a few weeks ago, which you signed? 
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A. Only perhaps in some personal conversations with the 
mayor. 

@. Have you ever had occasion to make any complaint to the 
Board of Fire Commissioners in relation to the chief of the de- 
partment, as to his ability to cope with fires? 

A. Not for some years, no, sir; not since any member of the 
present Board of Fire Commissioners was placed on there. 

@. You never had occasion, I suppose, to complain of any of 
the district chiefs whom you might have seen working at fires? 

A. I am quite sure I have not — at least, not of recent years. 

Q. Well, now, Mr. Paige, can you tell the committee what 
induced you after the Hecht fire to become alarmed as to the in- 
efficiency of the department to properly cope with fires? 

A. Well, I had a very strong feeling that that fire wasn’t prop- 
erly coped with. 

@. Have you altered your opinion since then? 

ce Noy sins 

@. Well, in what one particular can you name that that fire 
was not properly handled by the department ? 

A. Well, I think they didn’t take hold of the Summer-street 
side of it sufficiently early. 

@. Well, if they had lines of hose in there immediately upon 
the apparatus arriving there, or some three minutes or five 
minutes after the alarm was sounded, would you think that 
that was proper precaution to have taken to have fought it 
there? 

A. I should think two, or three, or five minutes would have 
been as soon as it could have been expected that they would get 
lines of hose into the Summer-street building, but so far as I am 
concerned, I happened to see a little of that fire, and only a very 
little of it, and so far as my own observation went it was much 
more than three or five minutes. In fact, it was, as far as I could 
judge from the position that I was in, it was some time after they 
had a line of hose on top of the Brown building before there 
was any effort made to put hose into the two buildings which 
burned. . 

@. Well, had you been informed by any person that the fire- 
men did enter that building with lines of hose, and were driven 
out by the heat and smoke? 

A. I was not, but I was informed that at a time in the morning 
subsequent to the time that I was just speaking of, they did go in 
there and were driven out, so that I supposed that it was subse- 
quent to my observation rather than prior to my observation. As 
I cannot fix the exact minute by anything, as I have no method of 
fixing the exact minute, I am not able to say whether my observa- 
tion was correct or not, but as I looked at it there were lines of 
hose on top of the Brown building, and there was no hose in the 
other two buildings, and subsequently an attempt was made, as 
I was informed — I didn’t see the attempt made — to put lines of 
hose in those buildings, and they had to go out on account of the 
heat. 

@. If an attempt bad been made by the department and they 
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had gone in there with the lines of hose and it was dangerous to 
the lives of the firemen, would you think it good judgment to have 
kept them in the interior of that building, Mr. Paige? 

A. I don’t expect that the men are going to be kept there by 
their superior officers when it becomes a matter of danger to their 
lives. 

@. Well, is there any other portion, any other place around or 
surrounding that Hecht building where you thought that it was 
not properly defended by the department? 

A. Well, my strongest feeling was in regard to the Summer- 
street side of it, sir. 

@. What time did you arrive at the fire, Mr. Paige, that morn- 
ing, at the Hecht building? 

A. I think it was about twenty minutes past eight, sir. 

Q. At the fire? 

A. Oh, I thought you asked the time of the fire. 

@. Well, I asked you what time you arrived at the fire? 

A. Oh, sometime between twenty minutes past eight and half- 
past eight —I can’t tell you exactly, sir. 

@. The first alarm was 8.22—did you get there on the first 
alarm? 

A. Well, I was about at the corner of Trement and West 
streets at the time of the first alarm, and I walked as rapidly as I 
could in that direction. 

@. And got down there about, probably, the time of the second 
alarm or the third — about eight minutes? 

A. Something like that, probably. 

@, Now, wasn’t there a line of hose in that building when you 
arrived there — both in the Constant and Preston buildings ? 

A. Well, I can’t believe that I couldn’t see, sir —I didn’t see 
any. 

@. Well, could there have been a line of hose in there and you 
not have seen it in the excitement? 

A. I shouldn’t suppose it was possible; no, sir. 

@. How close did you go to the buildings? 

A. Well, I can’t say in feet, but I should think I was as close 
as the corner of South street — pretty near. 

@. Well, that is about three hundred feet or five hundred 
feet? 

A. Something like that. 

Q. Well, if one of the district chiefs of that department had 
arrived there about four minutes after the first alarm, and had run 
a line of hose in there and so stated here, would you believe that 
it was possible then that you might be mistaken? 

A. Oh, I am liable to be mistaken about everything. 

@. You are not of an excitable nature? 

A. No, sir. 

@. What was the condition, as you viewed it, of the Hecht 
building when you arrived? 

A. A great mass of smoke and occasional bursts of flame 
coming out of the top of it. 

@. Coming out of the top? 
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A. Apparently coming out of the top above it. 

@. Did there appear to be any fire in the Constant and Preston 
buildings ? 

A. There did not; no, sir. 

Q. And you were viewing it from the front? 

WA ees; sir: 

@. There might possibly be plenty of fire in the rear and you 
not know it? 

A. Oh, indeed there might. 

@. Well, of course you have stated that you read Mr. Whit- 
comb’s report very carefully about the chief and the management 
of the department. Now, I have got a letter here which I am 
going toread, more for your information, probably, than anybody’s 
else. We have got a record of it. 


OFFICE OF Fire MARSHAL OF THE City oF Boston, 
No. 5 PEMBERTON Square, Boston, Feb. 1, 1893. 


Dear Cuter: My attention has been called to several articles in the public 
press which undertake to call attention to an alleged reflection in my report 
on the Federal-street fire under your management. One of two conclusions 
is apparently true; either I do not know how to write intelligible English or 
other people do not know how to understand it. 


That must be a severe criticism, certainly, upon the people who 
read his report and interpreted it in some of the ways that I have 
heard from testimony here. 


I send you herewith a complete copy of the report, from a perusal of which 
I think you will see that, while I attribute certain inaction on your part to 
the fact that you were not aware of the existence of certain conditions be- 
tween the Hecht building and the Summer-street buildings, I at the same 
time explained that such lack of information on your part was due to the fact 
that the two sources of information upon which by law and rule you were 
entitled to rely failed you. 

One might as well blame the Fire Department for not putting any stream 
on a fire where no alarm had been pulled or notice of the fire given. 

The investigation as a whole developed no grounds which would warrant, 
on my part, criticism of your share in the management of the fire. 

Although I send this letter merely in the way of a personal explanation be- 
tween ourselves, you are at liberty to use it in any way you may deem de- 
sirable, although it is my impression that it would be more advisable to allow 
me to interpret (as interpretation seems necessary) my own report at such 
investigation as the proper authorities may hereafter institute. 


Very truly yours, 
CHARLES W. WHITCOMB, 
To L. P. WEBBER, Chief Boston Fire Department. 


Now, Mr. Paige, from reading that letter and that report, what 
would you say — that there was a variance? 

A. I should say that I have a lamentable lack of ability to in- 
terpret the English language. 

(. So far as the report was concerned? 

A. SY QS.2818. 

@. Now, Mr. Paige, what are the premiums paid in Boston, — 
the insurance premiums, in round figures ? 

A. Approximately $2,800,000. 
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@. Can you, from your memory, tell what the losses have been 
during 1890, 1891, and 1892 — what the average would be each 
year or what the total losses would be? 

A. Well, I think that the approximate of the premiums for 
these three years would be somewhere between $2,500,000 and 
$2,600,000 a year, and that the losses for the three years would 
average about $1,200,000. 

@. What were they during 1892? 

A. I think about $800,000. 

@. Well, wouldn’t it be about $100,000 less, lacking about 
$4,000? 

A. Well, I am speaking approximately. I have no figures only 
what are in my head. 

@. And in 1891 you think it was about $1,200,000? 

A. I think $1,300,000 or $1,400,000 for 1891, somewhere in 
that neighborhood — between $1,200,000 and $1,400,000. 

@. Well, in 1890 was it more or less? 

A. I think rather less in 1890 than it was in 1891. 

@. Well, do you know what the premiums are that are paid in 
New York? 

A. As Ihave them in my head, they are about $6,000,000. 

@. Do you know what the fire losses were for any one of those 
three years in New York? 

I think in 1891 they were approximately six million dollars. 
And in 1892 more? 

Rather less, and rather more premiums. 

How much more premium? 

J think about a million. 

And how is Chicago as compared with this city? 

I haven’t the Chicago figures so definitely in my mind, sir. 
Well, how does Boston compare with the other cities as far 
as losses ure concerned and premiums paid— take it on the basis 
of three years? 

A. I think quite favorably — you mean as to amount of pre- 
miums or losses, or both? 

@. As to amount of premiums or losses or both. 

A. I think Boston compares quite favorably with New York, 
rather unfavorably with Chicago; but it must be said, to speak 
fairly, that the premium rates are very much lower in Boston than 
they are in Chicago and that they are some lower in New York 
than they are in Boston — that is, they were. 

Q. They were? 

A. Yes, sir; they were. They are now somewhat higher, con- 
siderably higher. 

Q@. Well, rates have been increased in Boston? 

A. Rates have been increased in Boston. They have also been 
increased in New York — very radically increased in New York 
the last year. 

@. Well, have they been increased since the Hecht fire? 

Areal New York? 

@. In Boston, now. 
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A. They have since the Lincoln-street fire. They were not in- 
creased after the Hecht fire. 

(). It was contemplated by your rating committee that the rates 
were to be raised — even prior to the Federal-street fire you had it 
under consideration ? 

A. Prior to the Federal-street fire; yes, sir —the rates in the 
business district. 

(). Were to be increased prior to the Hecht fire? 

A. That was in contemplation ; yes, sir. 

@. And the Hecht fire kind of moved it along a little more 
rapidly ? 

A. I think it rather retarded the movement. 

@. But the Lincoln-street fire rather moved it along? 

A. Yes, very rapidly. 

@. Have all the companies joined in the advance in rates in 
Boston — all those doing business here ? 

A. They have, except two, which have notified the underwriters 
that after a certain date they will not continue to adhere to that. 

(). Those are the Sun and the Continental ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Then it was contemplated prior to the Hecht fire that insur- 
ance rates were to be increased in the business district of the city? 

A. There was such a proposition as that before the committee, 
sir. 

@. And they had got at about what the rates were to be? 

A. Oh, no — no, sir. 

@. Hadn’t got to that Bone? 

A. Oh, no. The movement was rather more in the nature of 
an equalization which would have put some rates up and put some 
others down, but probably would have resulted in somewhat of an 
increase in the premiums. 

@. Well, I suppose that would be taking into consideration the 
hazardousness of the risks, the construction of the buildings, the 
narrowness of the streets, and the overhead wires? 

A. Taking everything — everything that goes to make Le 
risk was under consideration. 

@. What is your opinion, your judgment, as to placing the algae 
tric wires all underground, Mr. Paige? 

A. Oh, I think the way to get at the question is to get every one 
underground that it is practicable to put underground —certainly 
all the wires that are up high —wires fifty or sixty feet or thirty or 
forty feet above the surface I think should go undergound. 

@. Have you ever considered the advisability of adding a new 
fireboat to the department on the water-front, from an under- 
writer’s standpoint ? 

A. Well, I haven’t since I had a consultation with the Fire 
Commissioners on that subject about three years ago. Since then 
I haven’t given it hardly any thought. 

@. You believe that it would add to the efficiency of the de- 
partment and the protection of property if we had another one? 

A. No doubt, sir. 

Q. Now, Mr. Paige, under the present method of writing poli- 
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cies, do the insurance companies who accept the risks and issue the 
policies make an examination of the property insured, or do they 
make personal inspection of such property themselves ? 

A. Well, at our office — I cannot speak for others — we examine 
all our risks except what we know are all risks, dwellings and 
things of that kind. We examine business risks. 

(). You have inspectors to do work of that kind? 

A. Yes, sir. 

(). And I suppose you make some examinations yourself? 

A. Very few. 

(). Is it the policy of the companies to carry that out, and do 
that matter of inspection, under the present methods of insurance? 

A. You mean inspect for themselves? 

dah €y-P 

A. It is certainly the policy of my office. It is fair to say, 
perhaps, that there is a Board of Underwriters’ inspection of the 
business district constantly going on. 

Q. That is, done by inspectors? 

ATaey OS cSit. ; 

@. Do you know many of the inspectors employed by the Board 
of Underwriters ? 

A. I know most of them; yes, sir. 

@. You know most of them ? 

A. I presume I know them all, but then I wouldn’t say posi- 
tively that I know every one of them. 

@. Well, Mr. Paige, what do you know about their capacity, 
their ability to make inspections thoroughly ? 

A. Oh, I think they are up to the average of men employed in 
that class of business. 

@. There could be an improvement made, I suppose, by 
paying higher salaries and getting men that you might 
select ? 

A. Well, I suppose it is possible to improve any set of 
men engaged in any business — but then, they are good average 
men. 

@. Now, Mr. Paige, under the old methods, when parties 
did their business directly with the insurance company, wasn’t 
it the policy of the company to make personal examinations 
and accept or reject according to the condition of the property to 
be insured ? 

A. No, sir; I think under the old method it was ‘* follow the 
leader,” mainly. 

@. Well, you say ‘‘ follow the leader ” ? 

A. Mainly; yes, sir. 

@. That was the man that did the largest amount of business 
in Boston ? 

A. Well, there was some one man whose decision generally 
governed the whole street, practically. Away back in the old 
days, before the Boston fire, if Captain Anthony of the Fire- 
men’s took a risk you could generally place it anywhere in town. 

@. You would suggest the placing of Zak more fire-alarm boxes 
in the business district, Mr. Paige? 
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A. I have sometimes wondered if the very considerable growth 
of the district south of Bedford street, or south of Summer street, 
didn’t warrant the introduction of another box, but I am not clear 
but what there are boxes enough. I don’t think, at any rate, it 
would amount to more than a very few additional, if I was going 
to locate one everywhere where I thought it was advisable. 
Probably, on the whole, there are enough? 

@. Have you ever heard any complaint made that too many 
pieces of apparatus responded to any of the boxes in Boston? 

A. I have heard that complaint made repeatedly. 

@. What is your judgment? 

A. Iam not sufficiently expert to have a competent opinion. 

@. You would rather have enough than not enough at a fire? 

A. It would seem to be a wise fault, a good fault at least, if it 
is a fault. 

@. Have you ever heard of any cases, have they come under 
your knowledge and observation, where policies were placed for 
about $5,000 or $10,000 and the property that was damaged or 
destroyed by fire would be $500 or a $1,000 in value? 

A. Oh, I have never personally known of anything of that 
kind. 

@. You never had any of that kind of fires in connection with 
your risks? 

A. Never happened to get one in our office —that is, that we 
knew of. We never found it out if we got it. 

(). Would you make any suggestion as to the construction of 
our buildings, as to a change in our building laws, affecting con- 
struction? ‘Take the question of floor area, for instance. Isup- 
pose you would make no reduction ? 

A. Well, when the present building law, the building law that 
went into effect in 1892, was under consideration, I advocated then 
a reduction of the floor space to six thousand feet. They passed 
it ten thousand ? 

@. And do you maintain that same position to-day, Mr. Paige? 

A. I have seen nothing to alter my judgment. 

@. Have any of your companies instructed you to cease writ- 
ing policies in Boston ? 

A. Nowair; 

@. Have you ever had any complaint to make to the Board of 
Fire Commissioners about the bursting of hose, causing damage by 
water? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Do you believe that it would be good judgment to have an 
ordinance and a law passed, whereby there should be a perfect in- 
spection of the wiring of the interior of buildings for electric light- 
ing, or for any motive power that electricity might be used for, 
having the inspection made by men connected with the Department 
for the Inspection of Buildings? 

A. I should say it would be a most desirable thing, provided 
that it wasn’t just a mere inspection at the outset and stopping 
there. 

@. Well, we mean a law that would make it complete — that 
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is, before a wire should be put in, that a plan might be given and 
approved by the department? 

A. That should be done, I think, by all means ; and then in ad- 
dition to that there should be a competent continued inspection, 
having a provision in the law or the ordinance that they couldn’t 
make any alterations in that work outside of that permitted, and 
then an inspection to see that the ordinance was enforced. 

@. Now, as to the placing of fire risks in Boston, are the con- 
ditions similar in other cities? | 

A. As to the placing of the risks? 

@. The placing of the risks, the taking of them, you know, and 
the inspection ? 

A. Oh, yes, quite similar. I think they are rather better in 
Boston. I think there is rather better care taken of the business 
in Boston than there is in most of the other cities. It is fair to say, 
Mr. Chairman, regarding this increase of rates which occurred 
after the 10th of March fire, that that was, in the form in which 
it was made, a temporary measure. It was intended at the time 
that that was made to revise that as to its form, make it equita- 
ble, so to speak, to equalize it, so that it might perhaps amount 
to a larger increase on some risks, and a smaller risk and a 
smaller increase on some others, ultimately, but it was not 
intended that that absolute amount of increase should remain 
permanently, and the work of getting the material ready for mak- 
ing a revision of that has been going on ever since. 

@. Do you know what the salvage is going to be upon the wool 
in the Hecht building? 

Something more than half. 

Something more than half? 

Yes, sir. 

Well, won’t it be more than bares quarters? 

I don’ t think so; no, sir. 

Well, what would you say if a gentleman who is interested 
in the matter of scouring that wool said that the salvage on that 
which was sent to him would be ninety per cent. ? 

A. Well, I should say that it is a better result than I antici- 
pated, but that when you took out of that the expense of doing 
the business and the amount that must have really been lost, be- 
cause there was some flame in that building, and something must 
have burned up besides the building, I should say still that it 
wouldn’t equal seventy-five per cent. of the original value. 

@. Well, it might equal sixty-five per cent. ? 

A. Well, it may be more than fifty, but I certainly shouldn’t 
think it would get to seventy-five. 

@. Have any of the inspectors in your department ever had 
occasion to complain of any violation of the ordinances relating to 
the Fire Department to you, Mr. Paige? 

A. I don’t understand your question, Mr. Chairman. 

@. Have any of the inspectors employed by you ever had occa- 
sion to make any complaints to you of any violation of the ordi- 
nance relating to the Fire Department of the city of Boston, to 
complain that it was being violated? 
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A. J don’t recall any such complaint; no, sir. 

@. I don’t suppose you have ever visited any of the other large 
cities and made an examination of the fire departments? 

A. No, sir; I have visited most of the other large cities repeat- 
edly, but I never have examined the fire department i in any one 
of them. 

@). Have you ever made a careful examination, or read the 
rules of the Boston Fire Department yourself? 

A. I forget whether I ever read them all through or not. I 
have undertaken to read them, I believe. I forget whether I fin- 
ished or not. 

@. From your own personal observations, what do you con- 
sider the character, the ability, of the men that go to make up the 
Boston Fire Department as to fighting fires? Iam talking now 
of your opinion from your own observations, and have no doubt 
you are a careful observer. 

The character of the men in the Fire Department? 

@. And their ability to cope with fires? 

A. In the aggregate ? 

@. Take it in the aggregate. 

A. I think they are very good. 

@. You don’t know any rules or suggestions that you would 
apply and recommend, to better the discipline of the depart- 
ment? 

A. Well, if I were king, and could do as I had a mind to, I 
should have less revelry in some of the fire-engine houses than I 
have occasionally observed. 

@. Well, now, where has there been any revelry that you have 
observed in any of the fire-engine houses? 

A. Well, I never have been a visitor to fire-department houses, 
but sometimes, of a summer night, as I have passed a house I 
have heard sounds of a character that would seem to me to be 
inconsistent with the position which those men occupy. 

@. Did they appear to be exuberant? 

A. Appeared to be, yes; rather too jolly I thought for men in 
charge of fire matters. 

@. Well, what house was that? 

A. Well, No. 26, especially — if that is the number — the one 
on Mason street. 

@. How long ago was that? 

A. Last summer and summer before last. 

@. Was there music? 

A. Well, they were singing. Whether there were any wind or 
stringed instruments I am not able to say. 

@. Do you know whether that was upstairs or on the main 
floor — could you discern? 

A. Well, I couldn’t see the people who were participating in it, 
so I can’t say what floor they were on. 

@. Well, you are positive it was coming from the engine-house, 
not from the Boston Theatre ? 

A. Well, yes, rather positive. 
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Q. Did you ever make any complaint about that, Mr. 
Paige? 

A. I think I may have talked incidentally with people in high 
places — not the Fire Department —about it, but I never made 
any formal complaint. 

@. Well, you mean that you never complained to the Fire 
Commissioners ? ; 

A. No, I never spoke to the Fire Commissioners about it. 

@. To the chief of the department? 

A. No, not to him. 

@. Well, I suppose you mean by your answer that you spoke 
to the chief magistrate of the city? 

A. Well— 

Q. Mr. Paige, there is one question here that a member of the 
committee has asked me to put. What conditions must a store- 
house, a wool storehouse, for instance, have to meet to obtain 
insurance from one of your companies ? 

A. Well, unless it was something fiercely bad I should insure a 
storehouse in almost any condition, if I got a rate that was satis- 
factory to me. 

Q. That is, you would make a gamble on it, on its being a good 
risk? 

A. Well, I should try to get a rate that I thought was adequate 
for the underwriter’s risk. I don’t expect to get all my risks 
standard risks —only a very few. Almost every risk has some 
prominent out, and a great many of them have a great number of 
small minor outs. 

@. (By Commissioner Murruy.) You spoke, Mr. Paige, 
about men singing in Engine 26’s house in the summer time, about 
your hearing them once or twice — twice, I believe? 

A. Well, I only spoke of what seemed to me to be revelry. 

@. Well, now, what was it —was it singing? I want to find 
out what it was? 

A. Well, to put it into common phraseology, they seemed to be 
having a high old time. 

@. Well, what do you call a high old time? If you are an ex- 
pert I should like your judgment — I mean an expert in insurance 
matters ? 

A. Oh, I don’t think it needs any definition, Mr. Chairman. 

@. Well let it go at that. I would like to ask you another 
question, Mr. Paige: You have been introducing some new insur- 
ance companies lately in Boston? 

One. 

Yes — how long ago? 

The 26th of January. 

The name, please? 
Ballantyne, of Manchester. 
An English company? 

Yessisir. 

Did I understand you to say you didn’t recall the amount of 
iums received in Chicago ? 

I do not; no, sir. 
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You can’t even give us an idea? 

No, sir. 

Not even the remotest idea? 

It is no use to make a guess — I don’t know. 

Well, now, let me ask you this question— what would you 
say was the amount in New York? 

A. I think about six million dollars. 

@. That isn’t a guess, is it—- you feel pretty confident about 
it? 

A. That is from memory. 

@. Well, you are pretty confident that that is pretty near it? 

A. Without turning to published records I shouldn’t be able to 
say whether that was quite near it or not, but that is my impres- 
sion. 

Q. Well, would it be half a million too much or a hundred 
thousand too much, or what? 

A. Oh, it might vary half a million dollars from that, might 
vary a On dollars from that. 

Q. This side or the other side? 

A. Either way. 

(). And I suppose the same rule applies to your statement of 
losses in New York, that it might vary a million one way or the 
other? 

A. Oh, it might be; yes, sir. I only spoke off-hand. I told 
the chairman that I wasn’t precise in my figure, that it was a mere 
off-hand statement from memory 

@. You know I am seeking for information, and that is the 
reason why I am so particular. | 

A. Well, you could easily get it, Mr. Commissioner, by refer- 
ring to the report of the Fire Commissioners or the authorities of 
New York; you could obtain it very easily. 

@. There is no necessity for my going to the authorities. I 
have got it individually and I can give you the information exactly, 
if you would like it? 

A. If you think it desirable that the committee should have it, 
I have no objection to your giving them that information, of course. 

@. Mr. Paige, what did I understand you to say was the 
average loss in Boston in the last three years? 

A. I think somewhere in the neighborhood of $1,200,000 in the 
last three years. 

@. Does that mean the loss to the insurance companies? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Well, here is a little clipping, giving the following table, 
which I would like to show you. 

A. Just as you like. 

@. The following table, compiled from the reports made by the 
Boston Protective Department, which under the circumstances 
should be authority, and according to their report here I make out 
the average loss for the last three years to the insurance companies 
to be $900,000 a year. The actual fire loss, including the loss to 
the insurance people, and, I suppose, the loss to the owners of 
property, has been about 81, 000,000 a year for three years. 
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A. Well, I sit corrected. 

@. Well, have you seen any of the fire departments in the other 
cities? 

A. In reply to the chairman’s question to that same effect, I said 
no. 

Q. Well, if you have never seen them you certainly never have 
seen them ata fire. The point I am coming at is this — you are 
not in a position to pass judgment on their methods at a fire? 

A. I don’t claim to be, sir. 

@. Well, let it go at that. I will ask no more questions. 

A. I don’t claim, Mr. Commissioner, to be an expert on fires. 
I tried clearly to state to the chairman, to begin with, that I have 
to do with fires when they are out. 

@. [am not asking you your opinion as an expert, only your 
judgment as a man — that is what I am after. If you cannot give 
any judgment in regard to any other fire departments, of course 
I shall not ask you any more questions in regard to our own. 

@. (By the CyHarrman.) Do you approve of standpipes or 
roof hydrants? 

A. Both. 

@: You believe it would be a good law to compel their con- 
struction on all buildings now constructed ? 

A. I most decidedly am in favor of having standpipes and roof 
hydrants on all business buildings, and also have outside arrange- 
ments for perforated pipes or open sprinklers outside by which the 
outside of the buildings may be protected by a water blanket. I 
am most decidedly in favor of those things. 

@. (By Commissioner Murrny.) JI have only one more 
question to ask, Mr. Paige, and it is this: In view of the harmony 
that has existed at all times between yourself and the heads of 
the fire service, and in view of the very prominent position you 
hold in insurance circles, if you had any complaints that you 
thought were just against any individual company in the service I 
think you should have made a complaint against that company to 
the Board of Fire Commissioners. 

A. Well, I am quite ready to agree to that — quite ready to 
agree to that. I think that it was my duty as a citizen of Boston 
having an interest in these matters, when it came under my 
observation that there was an apparent letting down of discipline, 
to have gone to the Fire Commissioners with it — but I didn’t. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) Are the Board of Underwriters a 
chartered body, Mr. Paige? 

A. No, sir; voluntary associates. 

(By Commissioner Frron.) What time was this, I will 
ask you, a year ago or two years ago, that you heard this? 

A. I heard about the same thing last summer, in the summer 
of 1892 — 1892 and 1891. 

(). What time in the night was it? 

A. Well, it might have been ten or eleven o’clock at night. 

@. (By Commissioner Murrpyy.) Do you remember the play 
that was going on in the Boston Theatre at that time — I will 
simply tell you why I ask, because the windows of the Boston 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 469 


Theatre dressing-rooms open out over the small detached building 
on the right of the engine-house and also in the rear, and the 
windows are open in the summer time and you can hear the young 
ladies connected with the choruses and the gentlemen who act on 
the boards there very often singing and talking. 

A. Well, I hope it was them and not the Fire Department. 

@. (By Commissioner Frrou.) Well, Iam not quite satisfied 
with that explanation of it. You are sure it was as late as ten 
o'clock ? 

A. Well, having nothing positively to fix it in my mind, Mr. 
Commissioner, I couldn’t say that it was as much as ten o’clock. 

@. Bedtime is ten o’clock, and I wish to know. 

A. Whether it was after bedtime or before? 

@. Yes, sir. Now, what was the character of the singing? 

A. Well, hardly such as I should suppose would be character- 
ized as sacred. 

@. Well, was it obscene or profane? 

A. Oh, no— popular airs. 

@. Well, this wasn’t Sunday night that you heard it? 

Mee Ohno, sir. 

@. You wouldn’t object to popular airs on any other night, 
would you? 

A. Oh, no, I wouldn’t object to it if I supposed all it was was 
singing, but it seemed to me it was a lively time beyond that. 

@. Do you object to a company amusing themselves by singing 
or what they call such, before the hours when they are required to 
put out the lights? 

A. I don’t if it is confined to the company and there isn’t any- 
thing else with it — any drinking or anything of that sort. 

@. Well, what evidence have you that there was anything else? 
— that is what we want to get at. 

A. I have no evidence, except that from my notion of what I 
heard, the impression that it made on me was that it had an ac- 
companiment of something of that kind. In other words, I sup- 
posed that they were drinking and singing and having a fine racket. 

@. Well, I am very sorry that you didn’t come at once to us to 
investigate the matter at the time. It is rather hard to investigate 
affairs that are one or two years old. 

A. Oh, I don’t expect you to investigate it. 

Q. Certainly if there was any revelry it was a very unusual thing, 
and we should have been notified of it sooner. 

A. Well, it might have been, I think, one of these times, that 
it was the night before a holiday, and I believe the men are al- 
lowed some latitude the nights before holidays. 

Q@. No, they are allowed no latitude in that direction before a 
holiday or on a holiday. 

A. I have always understood that they were. 

@. On holidays they sometimes have refreshments, but vot of 
the kind to which I should judge you referred. Now, about that 
ehiael building, Mr.Paige, have you always considered that a good 
risk? 
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A. I don’t think my estimate of it was as high as that of some 
of my confréres. Still, it was quite a good risk. 

@. What was the average of the insurance premiums paid on it? 

A. I think somewhere in the aeigborhood of a half of one per 
cent. 

(). Let me see— there were about six stories above the base- 
ment? 

A. Yes, sir; I think that is right. 

@. About 14.000 or 15,000 feet on a story? 

A. Yes, about that. 

@. And this light shaft with sixteen unshuttered windows on 
each floor, making about ninety-six open windows opening into this 
combustible merchandise; and, let us see, down in the basement 
there were several tenants of a different description ? 

A. I think there were three minor tenants. 

@. One was a fruit store, where they ripened bananas with 
kerosene stoves. Does that help the risk, a thing of that sort, 
should you judge? 

aN O.Sits 

@. I believe they had a fire there some time ago from that very 
cause; in the Hecht building. We were fortunate enough to dis- 
cover it a little earlier than we did this time. 

A. I have forgotten it — it is the first time I knew of it. 

@. That is the fact —itis on our records. The fire marshal 
reports that your inspectors had the indorsement on some of your 
examinations that shutters were needed. 

A. You mean the Board of Underwriters’ inspectors ? 

@. The Board of Underwriters’ inspectors; I say your inspect- 
ors, because I am speaking to you as a member of the Board of 
Underwriters. 

A. Yes, sir; I have no doubt they did have it there. 

Q. Well, did the companies pay any attention to that indorse- 
ment, or leave it as something to be looked after in the distant 
future ? 

A. The probability is that when that was made there, and re- 
ported to the tariff committee, the tariff committee took it into 
consideration in making the rates. 

@. Making the rates; not in lowering the risk by ordering the 
shutters put on? 

A. It is only within a comparatively brief time that the Board of 
Underwriters has undertaken to force shutters upon the buildings. 

Q. I understood that this indorsement had been on the books 
for a number of years? 

A. Yes, sir; and as I recollect it—I am speaking entirely 
from memory now —this would have been reached some time in 
January. ‘They made the effort to get shutters put on. 

@. Then it was going to be put on ‘+ to-morrow,” and to-morrow 
didn’t come. 

A. To-morrow didn’t come to that risk, but there are some 
hundreds of similar cases —not exactly “similar, but some hun- 
dreds of cases in the city where the underwriters would like to 
have shutters put on and never have succeeded. The method, 
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when they want to get a thing of that kind done, is necessarily 
somewhat slow. 

@. Well, don’t they have full authority? It seems to me they 
have more general powers than any other organization in the 
city. 

a Well, they have only the power to put up rates, that is all. 

Q. Well, they always have that power. Now, you have re- 
rated a certain section here in Boston; does that go beyond 
Tremont street? 

Asn No; sir. 

@. Takes in the Parker House and Tremont Temple? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And leaves out the Houghton & Dutton building? 
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@. Do you consider the Parker House a worse risk than the 
Houghton & Dutton building ? 
zi:) No, sir. 


(). Why should these rates take in that particular section and 
not take in particular buildings ? 

A. The line had to be drawn somewhere, and it was assumed 
by the committee that drew the line that those outside that section 
were not so dangerously exposed as those inside. 

(. Does the system of commercial rating in New York draw a 
line or does it deal with conditions in each case? 

A. The system in vogue in New York stops at a certain point 
as you go up town, a certain point as you go east, a certain 
point as you go west, and presents the same inconsistencies as 
this does. 

@. It deals with conditions, however, within those lines? 

A. You mean as to schedule rates? 

@! Yes, sir. 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Now, Mr. Paige, you say you know nothing about the 
methods of fire-fighting, and yet you expressed, as I remember it, 
very decided opinions in the newspapers of the next morning after 
the Hecht fire. What were those based on? 

A. The same things I have stated here to-day before this 
committee. 

@. That is, general results? 

AveX 8,810 

@. Well, do you think it is a good idea to examine causes and 
conditions as well as the results? If your causes and conditions 
are favorable your results will be such as they have been, no 
doubt. Don’t you think it is good business policy and wisdom to 
trace results back to their primary causes? 

A. I think, Mr. Commissioner, if you would examine the 
statements that I have made in the interviews in the newspapers, 
at least so far as they have made a correct exposition of my 
statements — many of them were stenographic, some of the others 
were simply made up by the reporters, but so far as I have made 
any statements I think they are entirely consistent with what I 
have said here to-day. 
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@). Were any of those interviews garbled or incorrect? 

A. Oh, of course, you cannot average as many interviews as I 
had on that day without the reporters garbling some of them. 

@. Then we are not to judge what you think or feel by what 
we saw in the newspapers as your statements? 

A. They were not. They may have been and undoubtedly 
were the reporter’s impression of what I said, but the reporter had 
a great deal to do that day, he had a great many people to inter- 
view, me among the others. 

@. Well, you made no correction of those reports where they 
misrepresented you? 

A. I did so far as possible, sir. 

@. I see the Fire Department doesn’t get the benefit of any 
false impressions that the reporter may have got. 

A. You know, Mr. Commissioner, that the first story that gets 
out is never overtaken by the retraction or the alteration. 

@. Well, I didn’t see the retraction —it might have been there. 

A. I did this in every case where the statement was incorrect. 
I went so far myself — to show you how careful I was—I went 
so far as, in relation to several of the statements published pur- 
porting to be interviews with me that were not satisfactory to me 
—I went so far as to write notes to the particular reporters who 
took those statements, and they came to see me and did take 
another interview with me in which they changed many state- 
ments. I went so far as that. Now, some of those changes were 
published, and some were not considered by the city editor good 
enough stuff to put in. 

@. That is, some of the corrections? 

A. Some of the corrections, yes —that is what the reporter 
told me when I reprimanded him for not putting them in. 

@. Now, Mr. Paige, you have said the results are more disas- 
trous — or I cannot remember just exactly the words, but. that 
was the impression I got; I may be wrong, and, if so, you will 
correct me -— that the results were more disastrous recently than 
they used to be. That is, you don’t feel so secure as you used to 
feel — you said something like that. 

A. Something like that; yes, sir. 

@. That expresses your feeling in the matter. Now, should 
you judge that that was the fault of the Fire Department? 

A. Well, I think the Fire Department hasn’t done as. well 
in these two large fires as it has done in some of the previous 
fires. , 

@. To what two large fires do you refer —to the Hecht fire and 
the Kingston-street fire? 

A. Yes. 

@. Well, there is no other reason that you can think of for the 
Fire Department not doing as well except its own innate ineffi- 
ciency, is there? 

A. I don’t think I quite understand your question, Mr. Com- 
missioner. 

@. Is there anything else that could account for the failure 
of the Fire Department, in your judgment, to do as well in the last 
two or three years as it has done in former years? 
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A. Oh, it seems to me the fault must be inside the Fire De- 
partment. I don’t see how it can be outside. 

@. What do you think of the trolley wires and such things? 

A. I fail to see any place where the trolley wires have impeded 
the action of the Fire Department. 

@. You fail to see that? 

ieeny eS) Vsir. 

Q. You think, then, that they are in no way a menace to the 
department or an obstacle to their operations. 

A. Oh, I only say that I don’t see where they have interfered 
with the Fire Department. 

@. You don’t think they were any interference either at the 
Hecht-building fire or the Tremont Temple fire — you fail to see 
where they were in either case? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. (By Mr. Davis.) Mr. Paige, can you offer the committee 
any suggestions in relation to the construction of buildings, or 
the appliances or appurtenances to add to buildings, that would de- 
crease the hazard of fire risks in the business section, other than 
the standpipes which you have mentioned, and others as well? - 

A. Well, I think it would be well if you could introduce auto- 
matic sprinklers in all the business buildings. 

@. Well, you would make that compulsory on tall buildings or 
large buildings or buildings of a large area? 

A. I think it would be a very great advantage to make it com- 
pulsory. 

@. Are there any preparations that you know of that would de- 
crease the hazard in the construction of a building, as to the ma- 
terial used, that you can suggest? 

A. What do you mean — by soaking them? 

@. No; something to obstruct the progress of the fire, perhaps. 

A. Well, it is quite easy to make suggestions of that kind as 
to new buildings, but it is very difficult to make practical ones as 
to old buildings. 

@. I mean as to new buildings, under construction. 

A. As to new buildings, I think the new building-law provides 
for a great many things that are eminently in the direction of re- 
ducing the fire hazard. 

@. Yes. Well, the committee probably will make some 
suggestions, and that is why I asked those questions ; for informa- 
tion from you. 

A. I think there should be some amendments made, if possible, 
to the building law, and looking to a greater stringency in regard 
to the alteration of old buildings. For instance, there are a great 
many buildings that are now being altered over from dwelling- 
houses partially into stores, and so on, and the new building-law 
doesn’t provide for that outside, external finish to be all of non- 
combustible material, as it seems to me it should. Iam only using 
that as an illustration. 

Q. Exactly. 

A. There are other little matters in connection with the altera- 
tion of existing buildings that it seems to me the building laws 
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could be improved in. It seems to me that the great difficulty 
which we have had to contend with as to buildings has_ been, how- 
ever, in the newer buildings rather than in the olderones. These 
fires that we have under discussion now, of the 10th of January 
and 10th of March, were in some of the newest and best-con- 
structed buildings in the city. 

@. Yes, but take that Ames-building fire; wasn’t the real cause 
of the rapid combustion of that fire on account of the large areas 
and the expanse of large windows, etc., ascompared with old build- 
ings? 

A. Well, it is very difficult to say what the cause of the rapid 
combustion of that fire was. Here is aroom of large area, some- 
thing like 14,000 feet in area, taking the whole room, where the 
fire originated, and there was no finish upon the walls. They were 
plain brick walls, as in mills. There was no finish on the ceilings. 
There were the floor beams and the floor above of three-inch planks 
resting on those floor beams, with no finish at all, only a coat 
of whitewash plastered rougbly over the timber, just as you 
would find it inside of a mill or a warehouse, and in the particular 
part of the building where it is said that this fire originated there 
appears to have been no particularly combustible material, so it is 
impossible to account for the rapid spread of that fire. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) Have the underwriters had a meeting 
to-day, Mr. Paige? 

(Aa Yes-osir. 

@. Made some change in the rates? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Are they going back, are they going to leave the rates they 
have proposed, under the rebate process, at all? 

A. What did you say, sir? 

@. Under this rebate process? 

A. Oh, the Board of Underwriters, as I explained to you a few 
moments ago, when they made this advance in rates upon the dis- 
trict bounded by Milk and Kneeland streets, intended to proceed 
to immediately rerate that district upon a schedule, and when they 
rerated the district upon a schedule they expected that it would 
make some rates very much lower than this addition would make 
them, and that it would make others very much higher, or some 
higher. That would equalize the whole district, and probably 
what you refer to in your question is the declaration at the meet- 
ing of the Board of Underwriters to-day, that it was the sense of 
the meeting that when those changes had been made the policy- 
holders who had taken out policies at this rate, say on the 11th 
day of March, should have the benefit of those changes. That, 
however, was no deviation from the original intention: of the com- 
mittee, who prepared the resolution which was adopted on the 
11th of March. That was what they always had in their mind. 

@. It never has been called to your attention, Mr. Paige, that 
the janitor of the Ames building was manufacturing, and had 
stored there, some lubricating oil that was of a dangerous char- 
acter? 

A. I never have heard of such a thing until this moment, sir. 
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(). Have you been before the commission appointed by his 
honor the mayor, Mr. Paige? 

wAtt Vesa Sit. 

@. Well, are there any suggestions that you offered to that 
committee that you haven’t offered here? 

A. I don’t think so, sir. I was there in a very informal man- 
ner and not avery great length of time, and there were several 
other gentlemen present, and I wasn’t examined and I didn’t talk 
a great deal. 

@. You weren’t placed upon the list of those pledged to secrecy 
—- were you pledged to secrecy by the commission ? 

A. Well, there wasn’t anything said that might not have been 
printed broadside on the first page of the ‘+ Globe.” 

Q. Well, I ask you again— you say it was an informal meeting 
that you were at? 

A. Oh, I am positive about that, so far as anything I saw was 
concerned. I saw nothing there going on. 

@. And any suggestions you would make to that committee you 
would make to this committee, to assist and increase the efficiency 
of the department ? 

A. I have nothing to conceal, Mr. Chairman. My position has 
been properly stated at this meeting to-day. 

@. (By Commissioner Murruy.) One question —I just want 
to get your judgement: If a city increased in valuation, say, one per 
cent., how much ought to be the increase of fire loss per year? 

A. Increase of fire loss? 

@. Yes, and in an average American city, take it for example. 

A. In proportion to the valuation ? 

@. Exactly. Take for example, we will suppose, New York. 
We will say it has a valuation of a couple of billions and increases 
in value to four billions; or we will take Boston, supposing it has 
a valuation of $500,000,000 and increases to 1,000,000,000. 
What ought to be the increase of fire loss? 

A. I don’t know anything about that. I should say from one- 
third to one-half, perhaps. 

@. Then, if New York had a billion dollars’ worth of property 
and that was increased, we will say, one hundred per cent., the fire 
loss ought to go up from one-third to one-half? 

A. Oh, off-hand, I say that. 

@. Off-hand — that is all I expect. 

A. I never looked into it at all, but the reason why I make that 
statement in that way, is because the great part of the increase 
in the valuation in cities is increase in the value of the land. Land 
doesn’t burn. 

@. I thought your judgment would be worth something on a 
matter of that kind. I think it certainly is, with your standing, 
and I am willing to let it go at that. I think myself that position 
you take is fair — from a third to a half. 

A. Off-hand I should think that was fair. 

Mr. C. H. Ditx, 2d. — Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask the 
gentleman a few questions. 

The Cuairman. — What is your full name? 


476 APPENDIX. 


Mr. Ditu. — C. H. Dill. 

The Cuarrman. — And you are a resident of Boston? 

Mr. Diti. — Yes, sir, and a taxpayer. 

The Cuarrman. — Well, you can ask your questions of Mr. Paige, 
and we can tell whether they are proper ones or not for him to an- 
swer. 

Mr. Dirt. — Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask Mr. Paige a 
question, as he has made a certain statement here. He rated the 
Hecht building, as he states, at a half of one per cent., and he states 
that he thinks that that is a fair rating for that area of 14,000 
feet. Now, I would like to ask him futhermore, if that is a fair 
rating for a building. with a floor area of 14,000 feet, why in the 
name of common sense he takes a building of 1,200 square feet, a 
mercantile building of 1,200 square feet, and charges as big a rate, 
or larger than that. Now, I am an owner of eight or ten stores 
in thiscity. Ihave not only a personal interest in this subject, but 
also an interest as a citizen, and I would like to know from Mr. 
Paige if he considers that a fair comparative rating of the two prop- 
erties ? 

Mr. Pater. — My answer, Mr. Chairman, is that I never con- 
sidered that the rate on the Hecht building was a fair rate. 

The CuairmMan. That is the way the chair understood you. 

Mr. Paice. —I only stated that that was the rate —I never 
said that I considered that it was a fair rate. 

@. (By Commissioner Murray.) One more question, with 
your permission, Mr. Chairman. I just wanted to follow out 
that last question. If Boston’s valuation, Mr. Paige, has gone 
up from $500,000,000 to $1,000,000,000, it would be fair, accord- 
ing to what you state, to expect an increase of from one-third to 
one-half in the annual burning capacity of the city? That is, in 
accordance with your reply? 

A. Certainly. 

@. You don’t want to take that back, Mr Paige? 

A. Why, of course not. I have only made an off-hand answer, 
and I don’t want to change it. I don’t know whether I am right 
or not, but off-hand that is the way it strikes me. I have no dis- 
position to take it back. 

@. I want to be fair. 

A. That is right. ' 


Statement by Bensamin B. WHITTEMORE. 


(By the Cuarrman.) Your full name, sir. 

Benjamin B. Whittemore. 

And you are in business in Boston? 

In business in Boston. 

What business? 

Insurance. 

Where? 

At 55 Kilby street. 

And are the companies which you represent Massachusetts 
companies or foreign companies? 
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A, One a Connecticut company and the other a Newark com- 
pany. 

@. No Massachusetts companies ? 

zl. No Massachusetts companies. 

@. Are you a member of the Board of Underwriters? 

ies La, 

@. What position do you hold there, sir? 

A. I hold at present the position of president of the board. 


. How long have you been president of the Board of Under- 
writers ? 

A. Two years — I think it is two. 

@. Now, Mr. Whittemore, you signed a petition directed to 
his honor, the mayor. I will ask you to look at that and see if 
it is a true copy of that. 

A. IJ should think that was a true copy. 

Q@. Was that petition drafted, sir, at your suggestion? 

A. I think not. 

@). Was it drafted while you were present ata meeting of the 
Board of Underwriters ? 

A. I cannot say when it was drafted. 

@. When did you first become acquainted with the fact that a 
petition of that character was in existence? 

A. I cannot say just what time. 

@. Was that petition presented to your board by the secretary 
of your board, Mr. Osborn Howes, Jr.? 

A. I should say it was. 

@. And that petition was drafted by him, was it not? 

A. I think it was. 

@. Was that petition drafted by any vote of the Board of 
‘Directors? 

A. I think not. 

@. Was the petition changed in any way after it was presented 
to you for signature? 

A. I am not aware that it was. 

@. You signed it as it was presented ? 

A. That is as I understand it. 

4). Were there many members of the board present when that 
petition was presented to them for their signature ? 

A. I cannot say how many. I think there were — perhaps 
more than one was present at the time it was signed. 

And there might possibly be two? 

Might be two. 

That would be Mr. Howes and yourself? 

I cannot say that there were not others. 

Might possibly be others? 

Might have been others. 

. How many members does the Board of Underwriters con- 
sist of ? 

A. I think about sixty. That is not accurate, but it is some- 
where in that neighborhood. I don’t recall the exact number. 

Q@. Was that petition ever presented at a meeting of the Board 
of Underwriters ? 
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A. I cannot say whether that was presented to the board as a 
whole. Mr. Paige corrects me — the vote approving it was passed 
by the Board of Underwriters. 

@. What does it take to constitute a quorum of your board ; 
the number? 

A. I don’t recall the number that constitutes a quorum. 

Mr. Paice. — Twenty. 

Mr. WuitremorE.— The number has not been tested at any time 
in my experience. 

Q. (By the Cuarrmay.) ‘Well, there are a set of rules govern- 
ing that board? 

A. There are. 

@. And you say that the question has never been tested of 
whether a quorum was present or not? 

A. I say I never have been present when the question of a 
quorum was tested. 

@. I suppose you go under the rule of Cushing that it is not 
necessary that a quorum should be present to make a vote valid? 

“A. Not atall. We proceed in the usual business-like way. 

Q. Well, from a parliamentary standpoint? 

Al. Well, a ‘* parliamentary standpoint,” I presume, might not 
apply to us. We are not a corporate body. 

@. And it makes no difference whether your rules are violated 
or not? If a sufficient number is there, whether it is a quorum or 
not, you go on with the transaction of business? 

A. We go on with the transaction of business. 

@. Transact business whether a quorum is present or not. 
Now, Mr. Whittemore, you of course are acquainted with the 
first paragraph here — you have read it: ‘* The undersigned 
fire underwriters of Boston respectfully represent that in their 
opinion the administration of the Fire Department of this city 
needs to be greatly improved, in order to check the needless 
destruction of property, and more promptly and effectually extin- 
guish fires within the municipal limits.” Now, Lam going to let 
you explain that, as being one of the signers of that petition, in 
your own way. 

A. The petition sets forth that the great destruction of property 
seems to require some attention, some examination into the causes 
of the fires, more especially, and this petition asks his honor 
the mayor to ascertain through a commission whether there is any 
deficiency in the Fire Department. I signed that petition as a citi« 
zen and an underwriter, and desiring that his honor would take 
such measures as would elicit proper information. 

@. Can you state to the committee where, in your judgment, 
there is any mismanagement on the part of the department? 

A. I know nothing about the management of the department. 

@. You know nothing about the management of the depart- 
ment? Can you state wherein the present Fire Department is un- 
able to cope with fires? 

A. Well, it is a fact that the late fires, and some of the others, 
have extended to the proportions that they have reached. Itisa 
question whether anything can be done. His honor the mayor is 
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asked to ascertain whether anything can be done so that the fires 
shall not reach to the proportions which we have seen in the last 
few months. 

@. You mean to say that the Board of Underwriters have 
asked — not his honor the mayor? 

A. I mean to say that this petition asks the mayor to find out 
through a commission. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Whittemore, will you kindly tell me why you 
as the president of that board desire a commission, and not to 
leave it with the representatives of the people, elected here to pro- 
tect their interests in the city council. 

A. What is your question? 

@. Iask you why you as president of the Board of Under- 
writers did not make application to the city council, they being 
the representatives of the people of the city, to make the inquiry, 
rather than to have his honor the mayor appoint a commission ? 

A. Well, I suppose the idea was, that it was the choice of every 
one present at the time, to go over to what is considered 
headquarters, asking his honor the mayor to appoint a com- 
mission, and in the discharge of his duty it was presumed that 
he would take the proper course. 

@. No other reason can be assigned ? 

A. I know of no other reason, except to go where the best and 
fairest examination of the case can be obtained. 

@. Don’t you believe, Mr. Whittemore, as a member of that 
board and as a citizen of Boston, that a fair and impartial hearing 
might be given by the representatives of the people in the city 
council? 

A. I make no question on that point. If the mayor conceives 
that to be the proper avenue through which to ascertain the facts, 
he is free to avail himself of it. 

@. I don’t ask you to express any opinion of the mayor, but I 
am asking you for your opinion, not his. His opinion and the 
opinion of many citizens, and sometimes many members of the 
government vary, you know. He believes one thing and we an-_ 
other. I suppose you don’t always agree with him — isn’t that so? 

A. I presume that is ‘so. 

@. You presume it is so; well, isn’t it a fact that you don’t 
always agree with him? 

A. Decidedly so. 

Q. I thought that was right. Can you offer any suggestions to 
this committee wherein the efficiency of the department can be 
raised ? 

A. I have no suggestions. 

Q. None at all? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Have you got any suggestions to make as to the increasing 
of any of the apparatus of the city, of the Fire Department? 

A. I have none. The increase of two years ago or three 
years ago seemed to be very ample. It seems as though the city 
was provided with a sufficiency of apparatus, so far as I can 
determine. 
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@. Have you ever had occasion to make any complaint, other 
than this petition, as president of the Board of Underwriters, to 
his honor the mayor or to the Board of Fire Commissioners in 
relation to the inefficiency of any member of the department or of 
the department as a whole? 

A. I have not. 

@. Has your board ever, from November, 1889, up to 1893, 
had any discussion of the fire losses in Boston during 1890, 1891, 
and 1892, up to January 1, 1893? 

A. Any discussion? 

@. As to the losses in Boston — the fire losses for those three 
years? 

Naturally. There would be naturally discussions. 
But no complaint, so far as losses were concerned ? 
Complaint to whom? 

To any person. 

Well — 

As to the inefficiency of the department? 

No, sir; they have made no complaint. 

Then you had none to make during those three years? 
‘Have made no complaint. 

Had you any reason to make any, taking it from the stand- 
ard of losses during those three years? 

A. The question of the extent of fires was then considered — 
the extent of the fire of 1889. 

Q. Well, Iam talking of what has happened since November, 
1889, since the Thanksgiving fire, after that up to January 1 
1898. 

A. No complaint has been made. 

@. No complaint has been made to you as president of the 
Board of Underwriters ? 

A. I was not the president, excepting last year and thus far 
this year. The petition, Mr. Chairman, which you have there is 
signed by myself individually and not as president of the Board 
of Underwriters. I think it doesn’t contain my name as president, 
I think it is my name as an individual. 

@. Not of the board, but as one of the fire underwriters? 

A. One of the fire underwriters. 

@. Yes, sir; I think you will find that, but instigated, of course, 
by the Board of Underwriters and drafted by the secretary of the 
Board of Underwriters? 

CAs AY eS: 

(). Have you ever been to any of the fires yourself personally, 
Mr. Whittemore ? 

A. I rarely go to fires. 

@. Then so far as the working of the department is concerned, 
you know very little yourself personally ? 

A. Very little. I see the results. 

@. Whatever information you have received is by hearsay ? 

A. Generally. 

@. You have no complaint to make as relates to the Tremont 
Temple fire? 
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A. I have none. 

@. Have you any complaint to make as relates to the Lincoln- 
street fire? 

A. None. : 

@. You think that fire was handled well? 

A. I say I make no complaint. The general complaint which is ° 
set forth in the petition that has been read is hardly a complaint. 
It comes in the form of asking a commission to find out whether 
the department can be so organized, or whether improvements can 
be introduced to-day into the department so as to suppress fires — 
having more efficiency than there is now. Let me answer so that I 
may be sure I am understood clearly. You askif I have any com- 
plaint to make. I say I have no specific complaint to make. 
There is the fact of this conflagration. It raises the question 
again, is there anything tnat can be done to improve the depart- 
ment so that this shall not occur again? I ask that as a citizen? 

@. Do you know where any improvement could be made so as to 
stop the recurrence? 

A. I do not. 

@. This petition was circulated and signed prior to the Lincoln- 
street fire? 

A. I think so. 

@. Then this petition would have no bearing whatever upon the 
Lincoln-street fire? 

AMUN: 

Q. Not at that time? 

A. Thatis to say, only that the question would be emphasized 
as to the reasons for the fires. 

@. Now, did you make an examination at the Federal-street fire 
after the fire was extinguished ? 

A. I have seen the remains yes. 

@. You were not at that fire? 

A. I saw it in the morning, standing on Federal street. 

@. did you see anything there that would lead you to believe 
that the department were unable to cope with it? 

A. Well, that the department were unable to cope with the fire 
as it existed in the Federal-street building was apparent at the 
time I arrived there. The building was pretty well in ruins. 

@. And I suppose you were aware of the fact that upon the 
arrival of the department it was a roaring furnace from top to 
bottom ? 

A. I knew nothing of that, for it was some little time after the 
fire staited before I reached the ground. 

@. You have read the fire marshal’s report? 

A. IJ have read the report. 

@. And base, I suppose, some of your judgment upon that re- 
port as to the spread? 

A. As to the spread on Summer street? 

@. Summer street. 

«1. Summer street ; yes, sir. 

@. ‘That was all the spread that was made at the Federal-street 
fire. Well, did you read any of his examination before this com- 
mittee, the evidence that he submitted before this committee? 
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A. Not particularly, not carefully. 

Q. Has the question as to the ability of the chief engineer been 
discussed at all by your board? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

@. Mr. Howes never discussed that subject with you outside 
of the board? 

A. I don’t know what Mr. Howes may have said in private con- 
versation sometimes. 

@. He has questioned the chief’s ability ? 

A. I doubt whether he has questioned his ability. 

@. Well, you would know if he had, if he had been talking with 
you personally ? 

A. I presume I should have comprehended it. 

@. That is, you don’t recall it now? 

A. I don’t recall it. 

@. Do you believe, Mr. Whittemore, that the fire departments of 
Quincy or of Brookline, or any of our neighboring towns or small 
cities around here, would be able to handle the fires which occur in 
Boston ? 

A. Some of the fires. 

@. I will take them in the aggregate. 

A. A small department, a little department, would hardly be 
able to handle a fire which reached the proportions of the Federal 
street fire. 

@. Since 1889, since the Thanksgiving fire, after that fire up 
to the Ist of January, 1893, the Board of Underwriters have had 
no cause of complaint so far as losses were concerned in the city of 
Boston and the management of the Fire Department? 

A. From what time? 

@. From after the Thanksgiving fire up to January 1, 1893, 
prior to the Hecht fire. 

‘A. They have had occasion to criticise the extent of some of 
the fires. 

Q. Name one. 

A. I won’t say the underwriters — as an underwriter. 

@. As an underwriter, then. 

A. The fire in the Webster building, so called, on Summer 
street. 

@. In the Webster building? 

A. The Webster building on Summer street. 

@. When was that? 

A. That was — perhaps the commissioner can recall the date 
—I don’t recall just the date. 

Commissioner Murpuy.— Three years ago, December, 1889, 
just after the Thanksgiving fire. 

Mr. Wurrremore. — Then the Sears-building fire was in the 
spring, a little after. 

Q. (By the Cuarrman.) Did that fire extend beyond the build- 
ing in which it originated ? 

A. It did not. 

@. Don’t you consider that a fire that doesn’t extend beyond 
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the building in which it originated is a well-handled fire, as a gen- 
eral rule? 

A. Well, not always. 

@. Well, why —that is what we are trying to get at, to see if 
we cannot applv some remedy. 

A. That is, the particular building we speak of was thoroughly 
burned out, occurring in a still morning, I think somewhere about 
eight o’clock in the morning, and with the open street in front and 
an area behind, with the Fire Department on hand and on the 
ground fairly early, and yet that building burned out. The criti- 
cism is why —that is a fair question for any committee or com- 
mission to examine—why did that burn out? I am not a fire- 
fighter, and therefore ask that question. 

@. What have been the general criticisms you have heard among 
the Board of Underwriters as to its being burned out? 

A. Well, surprise that the fire, with the apparatus of the fire 
department so quickly at hand to accomplish its work, was not 
handled or controlled with a less loss. That was the cause of sur- 
prise. It is not understood. 

(). Has it ever been solved by you or by any of the Board of 
Underwriters that you know of? 

A. Why it burned so? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

@. Was it a surprise to you, Mr. Whittemore, the rapidity with 
which the Ames building on Lincoln street burned ? 

A. Not with the conditions that seemed to exist there. No one 
seems to know to-day what the conditions were, but conditions are 
suggested. At any rate, the facts are that the fire spread so rap- 
idly through that building that human life was imperilled, and the 
rapid spread of the fire was almost phenomenal in its extent in the 
Ames building. 

Q. Didn’t the same condition of affairs exist at the Webster 
building in relation to its spread ? 

A. I think not. 

@. Where was the difference? 

A. Allow me to say, however, that I don’t know that they did — 
I will change that, I don’t know. 

@. Well, now, is there any other bnilding that you call to mind? 

A. Well the handling of the fire in the Sears building. 

@. Well, what have you to say to that? 

A. It created some surprise that a fire taking place early in the 
morning could reach such proportions. 

@. What would you say to that if it was the opinion of the 
owners and others that that fire was well handled? 

A. Would I say that it was? 

@. Yes, sir. 

A. I know nothing of what the owners think of it—- excepting, 
excuse me, I think I have seen that the owner of the building was 
here and gave testimony — was he not? 

Q. I think so. 

A. Well, then, I think I did read that. 
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Q. Andif in bis judgment it was a well-handled fire, would you 
agree with him? 

A. Not to the extent that he seems to feel. 

@. And you know nothing about the handling or fighting of 
fires? 

A. I say I am not a practical fire-fighter. 

@. Then you wouldn’t place any reliance whatever in that which 
aman who might term himself an expert would say? 

A. I would not place reliance in it? 

Wey es, sir. 

A. It would depend under what circumstances he gave his 
testimony. 

@. And you base that, of course, upon vour position as an un- 
derwriter? 

A. Well, as a citizen. 

@. I will ask you as an underwriter. 

A. Well, which opinion do you want—do you ask me what is 
my judgment as to the value of an expert’s testimony? 

@. Yes. 

A. I say it depends on who the expert is and what the condi- 
tions are; either as an underwriter or a citizen, I say that. 

@. Do you know of any other building? 

A. I recall nothing especially now. 

@. Have you ever had any conversation or consultation with 
the fire marshal in relation to any of these recent fires? 

A. Never. 

@. Your conversations have been with the Board of Under- 
writers and the secretary of the board? 

A. Oh, not altogether, I have not confined my conversation to 
them. 

@. Well, the fire underwriters ? 

A. Ihave not confined my conversations to the fire underwriters. 
I have other friends — citizens. 

@. Well, naturally in your vocation as an underwriter you would 
be more apt to talk with the underwriters in relation to faulty man- 
agement of the department than you would with any of your per- 
sonal friends playing whist. 

A. The game of whist, I believe, requires close attention, and I 
wouldn’t indulge in much conversation. 

@. Therefore you wouldn’t enter into any conversation while so 
engaged, in relation to the recent fires? 

A. Hardly, I think, at agame of whist. 

@. But it would be principally with the fire underwriters of Bos- 
ton? 

A. Naturally. It would be a subject of great importance. 

@. Great importance to you? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Do the Board of Underwriters have anything to do with the 
Boston Protective Department? 

A. Nothing — not as a board of underwriters. All companies 
represented are legally bound to contribute to the Protective De- 
partment. 
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For its support ? 

Yes, and it has its separate organization. 

That is, it has a president and board of directors ? 

It has a president and board of directors. 

Now, do you know what the premiums are that have been 
received i in Boston during 1890, 1891, and 1892? 

A. I don’t know accurately. The figures have been given here, 
I believe — Mr. Murphy has given some just a little while ago. 

@. Then youcan make no comparison from your own knowledge 
in relation to the difference between Boston and New York, Chi- 
cago, Philadelphia, and Cincinnati, we will say, as to premiums 
and losses ? 

A. I haven’t the figures of New York or Chicago accurately at 
hand. 

@. Nor yet have you of Boston in your mind now. 

A. Well, I have them approximately now. I have for the last 
year, surely, for that is fresh. 

@. What were the figures last year? 

A. The premiums last year were about $2,800,000, I think, 
and the losses — 

(. How much were the premiums? Weren’t they more than 
$2,800,000? 

I don’t think so. 

Wasn’t the aggregate over $3,000,000? 

No, I think not. I wouldn’t claim to give it accurately. 
Do you know what the fire losses were ? 

Somewhere about $800,000. 

Weren't they a trifle over $700,000? 

Well, $800,000 stands in my mind as around figure. It 
may ‘be something over $700,000, between that and $800, 000. 

@. Wouldn’t $704, 000 be SOOT the correct figure ? 

A. Well, if any one said that it was and ‘it was printed, I 
shouldn’t dispute it. 

@. Now, what did you consider the percentage of loss com- 
pared to the premiums which have been collected in Boston, tak- 
ing her valuation ? 

The percentage of loss last year was exceptionally small. 
And the year before? 

A. The year before was larger, considerably. 

How much? 

I should think some ten or fifteen per cent. larger. 

And 1890 was yet smaller? 

I think 1890 was smaller. 

Very small? 

Yes. 

Now, you know nothing about Cincinnati or Philadelphia? 
No, I have had no occasion to Jook into the facts relating 
to them at all. 

@. Of course, you agree with Mr. Paige that prior to the Hecht 
fire, the fire on Federal street, the board had under consideration 
—or a committee of the board——the increasing of rates in the 
business district ? 


EOLOKO 


Pos nsee 


Ob 


MOLOLORO 


486 APPENDIX. 


A. Mr. Paige had more special knowledge of that, from being 
a member of the rating committee, and he speaks of what that 
committee had under consideration. 

@. Then it was in contemplation, then you must have had 
some knowledge of it? 

A. Quite likely. 

@. You appoint all committees, as president? 

al. No, sir, they are appointed by the board. 

@. How is that—are such powers taken away from the 
president ? 

A. The president of the Board of Underwriters is a presiding 
officer. 

@. Now, do you believe, Mr. Whittemore, that the overhead 
electric wires are a menace to property and a detriment to the best 
workings of the Fire Department ? 

A. I do, most certainly. 

@. And what do you suggest? 

A. I should say the sooner they were put underground the 
better. 

@. Have you any suggestion whatever that you would make to 
this committee that would improve the efficiency of the depart- 
ment? 

A. I have one, which I give as somewhat indefinite, at the same 
time having in it, in my judgment, some value; and that is, under 
whatever administration the department is placed, that a study of 
the science of extinguishing fires shall be more carefully entered 
into. Even there I am not able to say to what extent the gentle- 
men composing the Board of Commissioners have gone into that 
matter. Ihave the impression that all over the country the science 
of extinguishing fires will yet be greatly developed. 

@. Do you know of any city that you have ever visited where 
the study of science in combating with fires is any more con- 
sidered than in Boston? 

A. I don’t know that I do. 

@%. Do you believe that a new fireboat would add anything to 
the efficiency of the department along on the water-front? 

A. A new fireboat? 

Q) SYVessosir: 

A. I should say yes, naturally. 

@. Should you suggest the placing of any more fire-alarm boxes 
in the business district of the city? 

A. I have heard very little complaint in that direction. 

@. Have you ever heard it commented:upon about the number 
of pieces of apparatus that respond upon first alarms ? 

A. Excepting as to the practice of other cities of calling a lesser 
number, on the first alarm, of pieces of apparatus on the ground, 
having others near at hand to be called as required. 

@. Can you name any other city where less pieces of apparatus 
respond to alarms in the business districts than there do in 
Boston ? 

A. I think New York, and yet the commissioners will know 
better than I about that. I am not accurately informed. I 
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should say I had heard that in New York the practice was to 
bring less apparatus. 

@. Do you, Mr. Whittemore, as one of the underwriters of 
Boston, think it would be wise to reduce the number of the pieces 
of apparatus that go to a fire at any box? 

A. I wouldn’t think it wise to reduce the number available at 
short notice. 

@. Well, isn’t it better to have the apparatus in the incipient 
stages than it is to wait until the fire gets such headway that it 
is harder to combat? 

A. That would depend on where the apparatus is stationed. I 
mean to say this: It would depend on whether one engine, for 
instance, went first on to the ground and another came within a 
very short distance and could be called by a messenger or by some 
other means which they have in the department. 

Q. Well, what advantage would the department, in your 
opinion, gain by a system of that kind? 

A. It is barely possible that at times, with the arriving of two or 
more engines on the ground at the same time, an undue expendi- 
ture of water might follow the placing of the apparatus at work at 
once. That is the only advantage I can see in reserving some of 
the apparatus. 

@. There would be damage by water? 

A. Damage by water. 

@. Do you know of any case where a thing of that kind has 
occurred ? 

A. I don’t know. I haven’t attended the fires, as I say, per- 
sonally. 

@. Has it ever been called to your attention ? 

A. I think I have heard comments on an occasional over-ex- 
penditure of water. 

@. Can you call to mind one case? 

A. I don’t think I can recall any just at this moment. 

@. Do you know of any case where there has been a fire that 
the damage has been greater by water than bg fire? 

A. I know of one case. 

Q. Name it. 

A. Not far back. 

@. When was that, Mr. Whittemore? 

A. That was the Congress-street fire — the last Congress-street 
fire, down off Atlantic avenne. 

@. (By Commissioner Murrey.) You mean that big building 
two bundred feet deep where the fire was in the top story? 

A. Yes, sir 

Q. (By the Cuarrman.) What was the building? 

A. Simons, Hatch & Whitten. The damage there by water 
was very much larger than by fire. 

@. It was a big building there, two hundred feet deep? 

A. Yes, sir; in which the fire was confined to the top story, and 
the damage by fire actually was comparatively small. 

@. Could the fire, from what you had heard and from your own 
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observations —and I suppose you made some at that fire after- 
wards? 

A. I was in the building, that is all. 

Q@. Could that fire have been put out by a less quantity of water 
than what was used, being in the top story, and with less damage 
by water? 

A. Well, judging from what I saw of the extent of the fire, if 
water could have reached it, a very much less volume than went 
through the building would certainly have put it out. 

@. Well, could the water have reached that? 

A. That I cannot say. 

@. You don’t know? 

A. That is for the department to say. 

@. And it was, I suppose, in your judgment, after your obser- 
vations, a well-stopped fire? 

A. Well, I cannot say that much. 

@. Leaving the loss by water out, leaving the water question 
out? 

A. Oh, it was stopped where it was in a very small space. 

@. Has either one of your companies, Mr. Whittemore, in- 
structed you to cease writing policies in Boston? 

PATONG ceIL: 

@. Then it wouldn’t be true that the larger percentage of com- 
panies who do business here in Boston have informed their under- 
writers here to cease writing policies on account of the fires of 
last year? 

A. Lam not aware of the instructions. I can only speak for my- 
self. How many may have had them in the pigeon-hole I don’t 
know. I have not. 

@. Have you yourself ever had occasion to make any 
complaint as to the ability of the chief of the Boston Fire De- 
partment? 

A. Never. 

Q. Or any of his district chiefs ? 

A. Never. 

@. What is your opinion of the ability of the men and officers 
that go to make up the Boston Fire Department as a whole? 

A. My opinion is based wholly on hearsay and what any 
citizen would gain from the talk about the department — that the 
personnel was good. 

@. And as to their ability, taking the aggregate now, taking 
the whole department — as to their ability. 

A. I never have heard the ability of the department questioned 
as a whole. 

@. Do you know of any individual in the department whose 
ability has been questioned ? 

A. By myself? 

Q. Well, I will put it that way — by yourself? 

A. I haven’t presumed to question it — I don’t know. 

@. And the criticisms that you heard made by individuals — 
were they made by underwriters or by some of your personal 
social friends ? 
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A. I hardly recall now any criticisms that I should be author- 
ized to repeat. 

@. You cannot call-them to mind? 

A. I say I recall nothing now that I should feel authorized to 
repeat. 

@. Do you know what relations exist between the secretary of 
your board and any of the individual members of the Fire De- 
partment of Boston? . 

A. I know nothing of his relations. 

@. Never heard him question their ability ? 

. Excepting in a general way. 

Well, was the criticism favorable or unfavorable? > 
. I have heard him speak pleasantly of some members. 
Have you ever heard any of the district chiefs criticised by _ 
any of the Board of Underwriters ? 

A. I don’t think I have. 

@. You have never had occasion to criticise any of their acts 
personally ? | 

A. I never have. | 

@. Has. your secretary ever brought you any information that 
would lead you up to make any complaint either against the chief 
of the Fire Department or any of the district chiefs ? ; 

A. That would lead me to do so? 

@. That would lead you, as president of the Board of Di- 
rectors, to make any complaint to the Board of Fire Com- 
missioners ? . 

A. None. 

@. You believe, Mr. Whittemore, that the framing of an onde: 
nance or a law would be beneficial to the underwriters of Boston 
—if it was framed — that an inspector might be appointed — of 
that the work might be placed in charge of the Department of the 
Inspection of Buildings — to inspect the wiring of the interior of 
buildings for electric lighting or the use of electr icity as a motive’ 
power! ‘a . 

Fei le 1 should think so, decidedly. 

Q. You think that that would add greatly to the efficiency of 
both the department and the welfare of the citizens generally ? 

A. I think that it ig becoming very apparent to the citizens’ 
that some precaution, some protection against the electric wires, | 
should be thrown around the property of the city. Electricity is: 
yet so poorly understood in its effects that it requires the very 
best ability to look after it when it is put into buildings. 

@. And you believe, as president of the board, that the board 
would be in full accord with the government if they passed an 
ordinance of that character ? 

A. I think so. | 

@. It would have a tendency, I suppose, to keep the rates 
lower if a proper and thorough examination was made and con- 
tinued ? 

A Anything that serves to reduce the number of fires natu- 
rally has its effect-upon the rates. 
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@. Do you know whether the conditions of placing risks’ in 
Boston are similar to those in other cities as to inspection ? 

A. They differ in their methods — you mean of the insurance 
companies ? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. They differ in their methods. 

Q. What is the difference, take it in New York city and 
Boston? 

AA. Boston has for several years had an inspection department 
connected with its board of underwriters, men who are employed 
in inspeeting buildings. Whether New York has fully established 
as efficient a department, I am not aware. New York has but 
recently risen to a union of the Board of Underwriters — within a 
year or so. They are not so thoroughly organized as Boston, or 
have not been. ‘They have not been so thoroughly organized as 
Boston up to within a year or so. 

@. Do you know how it compares with Chicago in the organi- 

zation ? 

A.. Chicago has a very efficient Board of Underwriters. 

@. Do you have inspectors employed by the Board of Under- 
writers. 

A. We have inspectors yas ed by the Board of Under- 
writers. 

. Q. How many? 

A. I think there are ten in the various departments. 

Q. Now, what are their duties, Mr. Whittemore ? 

A. Well, they are to examine the conditions of a building in 
all respects. Each inspector is supposed, as he enters a building, 
to examine carefully for all elements that might produce fire — for. 
improperly set stoves or heating apparatus of any kind, for con- 
cealed spaces where rubbish accumulates, for improperly hung gas- 
brackets, for the accumulation of oily waste that may be found 
anywhere, and in a general way to detect any self-combustive 
accumulations, or accumulations of any kind, in fact, in the 
building. 

‘ Q. How often do they make an inspection ? 

A. It differs according to the routes that are given to them in 
the districts to which they are assigned. I think with the few in 
number that we have in the city, in some parts, they can only get: 
around once in six weeks, and in others they may get around 
oftener, and some others they do not get around quite so often. 
It depends on the district. 

Q. What knowledge have you that they make their tour of 
inspection ? 

A. They have a report which they file in our department. 

Q@. Stating the day and hour in which they visited buildings? 

A. Stating the time when they went and the conditions of. the 
buildings. 

Q. Have any inspectors of your department ever complained to 
you that they had been obliged to call: to the notice of: the officers 
of the Fire Department any violation of the ordinances? 

A. I have never known of their doing it. 
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@. You don’t know, I suppose, of your own knowledge, what 
the salvage will be on the wool in the Hecht building? 

A. I have no accurate knowledge yet. It is too early for any- 
one to say just what it will be. ! 

@ Do you believe in an ordinance or a law requiring standpipes 
or roof hydrants on buildings? 

A. Roof hydrants have not been sufficiently tried for me to 
form a definite opinion yet. Under some circumstances they 
would be available and under others they would be wholly use- 
less. As to standpipes, they were put into buildings after the fire 
of 1872 —many buildings newly erected were provided with stand- 
pipes. I am not aware that in many instances they have ever 
been used. They were placed inside the building, and it would be 
an interesting question for me to ask of the commissioners whether 
those standpipes at any time have been made use of by the de- 
partment? 

Commissioner Fircu. — Not to my knowledge — at least, very 
rarely. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) You believe it would be well to have 
standpipes upon the exterior of the walls, situated so that they 
might be got at by the department? 

A. My impression is, no. The department is supplied with its 
portable apparatus, which it can move about, so that my judgment 
has been in the past that standpipes would be of very little use. 

@. Do you know of any cases, Mr. Whittemore, where policies 
have been placed for $5,000, and where the value was only about 
$500 when the fire occurred? Have any of those cases come within 
your knowledge? 

A. I recall nothing in my personal’experience. Mr. Chair- 
man, I presume you desire to get at, from your question, rather 
an important fact. It sometimes happens that a merchant, for 
instance, may have, we will say. $50,000 insurance ; but for some 
reason he is about to remove his business, or he is selling down 
for the season, and his stock may be proportionately very greatly 
reduced, so that the insurance would bear not quite that proportion 
but very nearly that, to the stock. 

@. Now, Mr. Whittemore, under the present method of writing 
policies, do the, insurance companies which accept the risks and 
issue the policies make an examination of the property insured, or 
do they make personal inspection of such property ? 

A. It varies according to the risks. Standard risks, as thev 
call them, — mercantile risks,— are not always examined. Special 
hazards, as they are known, are, I think, pretty generally exam- 
ined by some one connected with the company. 

@. And in regard to the standard risks, the company would 
take the statement of the applicant —the agent? 

A. No, he makes no statement — the applicant; that is, he 
may or may not make a statement. 

@. The agent brings in the policy or the application ? 

A. He brings in the application. 

@. And asks that so many thousand dollars may be placed on 
either the building or the merchandise ? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

@. And no inspection is made — his word is taken? 

A. Oh, it may be. The underwriter is supposed to know, 
either from having seen the property and knowing it, as is the 
constant practice in the business, or, if he knows nothing about 
it, then informing himself. 

@. Does the company ever call into question the judgment of 
the underwriters in placing risks without a thorough examination ? 

A. The companies always hold in reserve the right to question 
and often do criticise and reject. 

@. And your inspection is done, your examination is made, by 
an inspector from the company ? 

A. Not in my own case. It would be done by my own office 
force. 

@. Your own office force? 

A. Yes, sir; in my own case, too, that would be the company, 
for I am the general agent for one company mostly. 

Q. Well, Mr. Whittemore, would you place a risk —I mean a 
hazardous risk — now in Boston if you got the rate that you might 
set — as the agent of your company ; you fixing the rate yourself? 

A. Would I place it ?— where? 

@. Any place in Boston; say take a hazardous risk and the 
rates were such and such, so much in a certain district, would you 
take a risk or would you fix a rate? 

A. Well, at present the rates are generally fixed by the Board 
of Underwriters. 

@. Now, Mr. Whittemore, what conditions must a storehouse, 
a wool-house, for instauce, have to meet to obtain insurance from 
one of your companies? 

A. Well, it couldn’t be stated — any special conditions. There 
are some conditions it might be in when I would not take it. They 
vary. 

6. Well, would you make any increase if there were no cut-ofts 
in every fifty or sixty feet of the interior? 

A. That would be a natural method of making rates. You 
speak now about what we would do. I say as a matter of fact 
that these rates were made. If they were not, then the under- 
writer would proceed on natural grounds. 

@. Do the rates differ from a one-story to a two-story or three- 
story building — a storehouse ? 

A. Sometimes. 

@. As a general rule? 

A. Most generally they would. And yet it would depend on 
the construction of the building. A three-story building 
might be constructed so as to be a better risk than a one-story 
building. 

@. ‘There was a meeting of the Board of Underwriters to-day, 
was there not, Mr. Whittemore? 

A. There was. 

@. Any alterations made in the circular which was issued on 
the 14th of March? 

A. No alterations. 
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Q. Is it the fact that the Board of Underwriters have decided 
to recede at their meeting to-day? 

A. Have they decided to recede? 

@. Yes, sir; from the rates that they made on the 14th? 

A. No, the Board of Underwriters are to-day, in pursuance of 
the idea they had at the time the advance was made, proceed- 
ing to formulate some method by which rerating shall be gone 
into. 

@. You had quite a lively time at the board meeting to-day? 

A. Did they? 

@. I say you had quite a lively time at the board meeting 
to- yn 
They were very orderly, sir. 

Very orderly ? 

Very orderly. 

I suppose, of course, you presided? 

I presided. 

And you state that you have not receded from the rates that 
you established or were going to put into effect on a certain day— 
that the board has not receded? 

A. They have not receded. 

Q. But they have taken it under consideration ? 

A. They have adopted measures by which a reconsideration of 
rates or rerating will be adopted, which was the intention at the 
time, as J have said, that the advance was made —that the rates 
are to be readjusted. 

Q. Well, there is considerable friction, or was considerable fric- 
tion, caused by the advance in rates among the merchants around. 

A. I think not, as a whole. 

@. There was considerable friction made by some gentlemen 
who represent other companies who refused to accede to the re- 
quest of the Board of Underwriters ? 

A. Very little. 

@. Were there more than two companies ? 

A. Only two companies have signified their intention of aban- 
doning the position that the underwriters have taken. 

@. What were the causes that were assigned by the companies 
for not acceding to the circular which was issued? 

A. Didn’t think it was the best way to do it; didn’t think it 
was the best way to meet the occasion. 

@. And the Board of Underwriters thought it was the best 
policy to try and fix the matter up and establish a schedule rate, 
taking the risk into consideration ? 

A. Well, if you are speaking of what was done to-day, the 
Board of Underwriters — 

@. I mean to-day. 

A. They have taken a step in the direction of establishing a 
schedule rating. 

@. Then they have receded from their circular of March 14? 

A. Not at all. 

@. And why not? 

A. Because they have not reduced any rates. 


Qneroe: 
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@. Well, they are intending to take the step, you say, of mak- 
ing up schedule rates, taking the hazardousness of the risk into 
consideration ? 

A. Which was the understanding, as I say, at that time that 
the raise was made, that immediately the rating committee would 
proceed to a readjustment of rates. I think the citizens of Boston 
will see by the time that it is finished up that the matter is treated 
with the greatest fairness. 

@. And you believe that everything is harmonious so far as the 
Board of Underwriters is concerned, with the exception of the two 
companies ? | 

A. Quite serene, I think. 

@. Now, Mr. Whittemore, in your opinion, what effect would 
singing have upon men — would it unfit them to go to a fire? 

A. Well, I am a great believer in music myself, and I have 
never seen it have a bad effect. 

Q. Youdon’t believe that the men should be solemn at all times 
in the house, as though they were having a prayer-meeting ? 

A. You speak of the — 

Q. Of the Fire Department men now, not the Board of Under- 
writers, of course. 

A. That is a question that simply carries its answer with it. I 
think I hardly need to reply. | 

@. You mean so far as applies to the Board of Underwriters ? 

A. I mean so far as the department is concerned. 

@. Has Mr. Howes resigned from the Board of Underwriters? 

A. Well, I haven’t heard of it, sir. It must have been within 
a very short time, if so. 

@. Wasn’t it contemplated yesterday — wasn’t there a sugges- 
tion made to-day that he was going to resign? 

A. Mr. Osborn Howes, Jr.? 

Q. Mr. Osborn Howes, Jr. 

A. Why, you alarm me, sir. I haven’t heard of it. 

@. I merely asked you to acertain the fact. If he resigns I 
suppose: you can fill his place quite readily ? 

A. No, sir; my duties are such that I really couldn’t. 

@. I know, but I mean outside of yourself. You, of course, 
are the presiding ofticer, and most all presiding officers need a good 
guide in the shape of a secretary or clerk; but his place could be 
filled? 

A. Oh, yes. 

@. There isn’t any doubt of that? 

wat NO; 

@. Did the Boston Board of Underwriters, Mr. Whittemore, — 
and now I am asking you as a presiding officer, — ever contemplate 
making any charges against the Boston Fire Department for inef- 
ficiency ? 

A. Did they as a whole? 

Q. Yes, I mean now as a whole. 

A. I never have heard of any organized charge by the board as 
an organization. J never have heard any organized charge made. 

@. Is there not at the present time among the fire under- 
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‘writers of Boston a feeling that the Fire Department has done 
excellent work and duty at fires? 

A. I have seen testimony before this committee to that effect. 
I have read of it. 

@. Haven’t you heard of it among the underwriters ? 

A. I have occasionally, some remarks. 

@. And you find every day underwriters, in your travels, that 
will make that statement? 

A. I think so. 

Q. Now, Mr. Whittemore, how many insurance companies are 
there in Boston who do not belong to the Boston Board of, Fire 
Underwriters — you have one hundred and forty-two foreign com- 
panies doing business here in Boston and six Massachusétts com- 
panies, as I understand it? 

A. I couldn’t without figuring a little say. There are a few of 
them. 

@. Do you know from your inspector’s report, the inspector of 
the Board of Underwriters, whether there was ever a watchman 
kept in the Hecht building? 

A. I am not aware of it, whether there ever was. 

Q. You don’t know ? 

A. I don’t know. 

@. Has'it ever been reported to you that the Hecht building, 
with its million dollars’ worth of property, was ever left for twenty- 
four hours without any care or any person being in the building ? 

A. Never had ‘any report at all. 

@. Was the first committee which appeared before his honor 
the mayor with this petition a committee that was so directed by 
any vote of the board, for the underwriters of the city of Boston? 

A. I think not. 

@. Now, Mr. Whittemore, I suppose that you have been before 
the commission appointed upon this petition ? | 

A. I have seen the gentlemen.. 

Q. What? 

A. I have met them. 

@. Now, are there any suggestions that you made to them that 
you have not made here to this committee? 

A. I think nothing. 

@. Is there any question that would lead this committee better 
to come to its conclusions and findings for the benefit of the city 
of Boston that was asked of you by the commission and that has 
not been asked of you by this committee ? 

A. I think of nothing. My answers here have been substan- 
tially as they were before the other committee; that is, the case 
has been presented to the committee, asking — which I most sin- 
cerely ask now -— that the committee will see and find out whether 
there is anything that can be done to improve the condition of the 
Fire Department. 

@. That is what we are trying to do, sir; and we are trying tu 
get that evidence from the gentlemen who petition for it, and we 
find it very difficult work to get them to appear before this com- 
mittee. In fact, we have to go and summon them, while [ sup- 
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pose they appeared before this committee appointed by his honor 
the mayor at a mere request, all scrambling to get in first, as I 
understand it. How is that? 

A. I never have been a witness to any wholesale rush. 

@. You went there by request? 

A. I was there by request. 

Q. Yes, sir; and you refused to come before this committee on 
request ? 

A. Refused? 

Q. Well, you didn’t come. 

A. Ah, that is a different thing. 

Q. You didn’t think it of sufficient importance to even send a 
reply to the committee that you were unable to attend? 

A. I trust that the committee felt that it wasn’t discourteous to 
them. 

@. Well, certainly the chairman didn’t, and I cannot speak for 
the rest of the committee because I have had no consultation with 
them on the matter. Now, do you know, or has it ever been re- 
ported to you within a short time, Mr. Whittemore, that the 
janitor in the building, in the Ames building on Lincoln street, was 
manufacturing some kind of a lubricating oil that was dangerous 
and liable to combustion ? 

A. I have not heard of it. 

Q. You never heard of it? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Can you tell the. committee when any of your inspectors 
made an examination of that building? 

A. I cannot tell them sitting here. 

@. Could you tell by an:examination of your records? 

A. I should suppose the records would show. 

@. Well, may I take the liberty of asking youif you will-send 
us a report of when the examination was made in that building? 

A. JI will do it with pleasure. 

Q. If it is not asking too much. 

A. I think I can ascertain that. 


Q. (By Mr. Rosinson.) Mr. Whittemore, would you favor, itis ite a 


your dual capacity as taxpayer and underwriter, the placing of an-. 


other ladder truck in the shoe and leather district nearer than the " re : 


one at Fort Hill’ square? Det 


A. Well, I should want to know exactly what call: there was Seas re, ’ 


for it. If the department thought it necessary, I certainly should.: 

Q@. After the Thanksgiving fire of 1889, was there any fecling 
at that time that the department was not ably managed, or that 
there was a shortage in proper apparatus ? 

A. I don’t think I heard criticism of that nature then. 

@. Was there any feeling that there was mismanagement? 

A. Let me see — 1889? 

Q. Yes; the Brown-Durell and the aitiee Ames building. 

A. Away back. Well, it was at about that time that we SeCUEEG 
this additional apparatus be his yes. 

@. But there was no feeling that the department was not St 
managed at that time? 
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A. That was not formulated in any way; but the lack of ap- 
paratus for use by the department was met most heartily by the 
citizens. 

@. Was there any feeling up to the Hecht fire that there should 
be this inquiry made into the management of the department? 

A. Well, not other than, excepting as I have stated here, in 
individual cases where the extraordinary spread of fire through a 
building, wholly unexplained to the on-lookers, would raise the 
question as to whether it could have been handled differently. 

@. Did you read the fire marshal’s report on the Hecht fire? 

A. IJ read it casually. 

@. Did you read his criticisms in regard to the Preston and 
Constant buildings? 

A. With regard to the Summer-street buildings, yes, sir; that 
was all the criticism there was. 

@. Well, did you coincide with his criticism? 

A. Well, the only criticism that lay there was the absence of 
shutters, and as to whether shutters should have been placed there 
— whether shutters should have been put on by compulsion of 
the Inspection of Buildings Department. I think that was it. — 

@. Well, what I want to get at is that he made a statement that 
lines of hose were not got into the Preston and Constant build- 
ings promptly enough. Whether that idea was extracted from 
any idea of the underwriters, from your knowledge, or whether it 
was obtained from another source ? 

A. I don’t know where he got the idea. 

@. Were you among those who criticised the cutting of those 
holes in the Rice building? 

A. I was. 

Q. Well, did you believe that to be an unwise thing to do? 

A. Well, I couldn’t see the use of what was done. 

@. Well, wasn’t it a fact that a good deal of the salvage which 
came back to you came back to you on the stock, and that the stock 
was least damaged in proximity to these holes? Do you know 
that ? 

A. Well, there was a large salvage in there, but whether it was 
necessary to break these holes through in order to reach the fire I 
am not able to say. In a general way, I should deprecate the 
breaching of walls, where they are solid brick walls intended for 
fire purposes and to keep fire out. In a general way, I should say 
that they should be left as a barrier. 

@. But you made no specific examination of that particular 
case? 

A. Well, I saw the breaches in the walls, but as I say I do not 
now appreciate just why the holes were put through there and 
why the water might not have been applied somewhere else. 

@. Do you think there is any lack of discipline in the Boston 
force? . 

A. Ihave no means of knowing. 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) I would like to ask just a single question. 
Do you think it is fair to the taxpayers on the part of the peti- 
tioners who have petitioned on these petitions, that the city of Bos- 
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ton has to summon those gentlemen, those honorable gentlemen 
who signed these petitions, to appear here before a committee of 
the city government, elected by the people of the city of Boston, 
who have the making of the appropriations for the Fire Depart- 
ment? I ask you if you consider it fair that we should be 
obliged to summon them here after they have been notified to come 
as many times as they have been? 

A. My answer is that the petitioners there, as I stated in the 
beginning, asked the mayor to appoint a commission to do some- 
thing. He appointed his commission, and in the direct line of 
what was asked for. As you see, we are not testifying, we are 
not making accusations; we simply ask if there is anything that 
can be done. 

@. (By Mr. Rosrnson.) I don’t know whether this question 
was asked of you or not — have you ever heard any of the under- 
writers criticise the chief engineer of the Boston Fire Depart- 
ment? 

A. Oh, I may have heard something — casual remarks. 

Q. Did you ever criticise him yourself? 

A. No, I know nothing about him. I have met Chief Webber 
but once or twice, I think, only to know him. 

@. Didn’t you consider the last fire, the last large fire, very 
well stopped? Didn’t you expect it to go along and take the 
United States Hotel. 

A. Well, I should say from my observation that that was one of 
the few fires that I have seen in even an ordinary way, but itseemed 
to me that it was stopped where it was very well. 

Q@. (By the Cuairman.) Now, Mr. Whittemore, I understood 
you to say that you believe the department, or the officers of the 
department, should make a study of the science of fighting fires ? 

AsY ts. 

Q. Well, now, in relation to the breaking through, the cut- 
ting through of those holes in that wall, don’t you think that was 
done from a scientific standpoint ? 

A. J say [have not been able to see it in that way. 

Q. Well, if you found that the salvage upon that wool would 
be from sixty-five to seventy-five per cent. saved, wouldn’t you 
think that that was scientific, to have got water enough in there to 
have suppressed the heat sufficiently to save that wool? 

A. It would depend altogether on whether the breaching of 
those walls was the means of carrying the water there? 

Q@. Well, if expert testimony was shown and given that would 
lead you to believe that, would you be satisfied then that that was 
from a scientific standpoint, and that good,work was done there in 
that way ? 

A. I should want that other question answered, Mr. Chairman, 
as to whether the breaching of the wall and the possible letting of 
fire through into a building already safe, by means of the wall — 
whether that would not enter into the question. 

Q. Do you know the mode and the manner in which holes are 
cut through walls, the process by which the firemen cut them ? 
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A. JT have not seen them cut them through. Ihave seen them 
after they were cut. 

@. And you don’t know as to the manner in which they pro- 
ceed to cut them in order to stop fire from getting through? 

A. No, sir; I haven’t seen how they do it. 

Q. Now, isn’t it a fact that where these holes were cut and 
where that water was poured in through the wall, where the holes 
were cut, is where the greater portion of the wool was saved? 

A. It hasn’t been told to me that that was the place where the 
‘ greater portion of it was saved. 

@. Isn’t that the fact — that that is where the greater portion 
of it was saved? 

A. I don’t think so; it hasn’t been so stated to me. I think not. 
On the whole, I should think the greater portion of the wool saved 
was in the storehouse and perhaps farther along in the building. 
However, I am not prepared to state definitely. 

@. Do you know of any other way at that fire, from your ob- 
servations on the morning of it, by which they could have got 
water into the middle of the building, other than by cutting the 
holes through that wall? 

A. I don’t know how it could have been done. 

Q. Wouldn’t it have been, from the surroundings of the fire and 
the headway it got, impossible and have endangered the lives of 
men, had they attempted to attack that fire in the rear? 

A. I cannot say; I don’t know. 

Q. You made no examination of that? 

A. I say I cannot say what the conditions were, all of them. 

@. Simply because you made no examination? 

A. I simply saw the holes in the wall there, and my general 
criticism on that, or question, is whether the breaching of solid 
walls into a building already safe from the fire, on account of 
that wall, is justifiable, whether the chances of fire working 
through those holes into the other building, into the building not 
on fire, should not overweigh any other advantages. 

Q@. Well, if that is a scientific way and has been studied out 
from a scientific standpoint, would you approve of it as a fire 
underwriter ? 

A. I am bound to bow to the judgment of those who know 
better than I. : 

@. Do you know, Mr. Whittemore, from your knowledge of 
the present charter with its amendments, where his honor the 
mayor has any right to appoint a commission to investigate matters 
of this character? 

A. Where he has a right? 

@. Yes, sir; where the right is vested in him under the 
charter? 

A. I haven't examined that question at all. 

@. You haven’t looked the charter up? 

A. Haven’t looked it up. 

@. But merely as the president of the Board of Underwriters, 
you took the petition, and, with your committee, came up here and 
waited on him, thinking that was the proper tribunal to go to? 
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A. They thought that was the way; yes, sir. 

@. Now, I understand you, that you make no criticism upon 
either the department or the administration. In your petition 
you do say, though, that it is a reflection upon the municipal ad- 
ministration of this city? 

A. We say that of the extent of the losses, of the destruction 
of property. 

@. Do you know where there is any money of the department 
that is expended in an injudicious way? 

A. Of the Fire Department? 

Q. Of the Fire Department. 

A. I do not. 

@. Isuppose you could tell me about the School Department if 
I asked you? 

A. I can tell you some things about that. 

@. And, of course, there is nothing injudiciously expended up 
there, and I suppose that would be true of all the other depart- 
ments? 

A. Which other departments? 

Q@. Of the other city departments. 

A. Oh, I suppose so. I wouldn’t for a moment say that any 
of them were extravagant. 

Q. (By Commissioner Murruy.) Mr. Whittemore, don’t you 
think that on this question of putting holes through walls, the fact 
that nothing baleful resulted from it showed that it was good judg- 
ment to put the holes through the walls? 

A. That nothing did happen ? 

Q. Yes, sir. 3 

A. Well, the fact, Mr. Murphy, that nothing did happen 
wouldn’t answer my criticism altogether as to what might have 
happened. 

@. Can you name me a fire in any city in the country where a 
hole has been put through 4 wall, where anything detrimental has 
happened? ' 

A. I never saw it. I never have had an opportunity to look 
into any other cities. 

@. Well, as president of the Board of Underwriters, in your 
official capacity, you would be very likely to hear of such a thing, 
would you not? 

A. About the breaching of walls? 

Q. That is. in case fire extended through in such a case, where 
they had put a hole through a wall to put a fire out? You would 
be apt to hear of it? 

A. Very likely. 

@. Well, in my experience —of course not as extensive as 
yours — I never have heard of any bad results coming from holes 
put through walls, so I should judge that that criticism might not 
hold water there. Now, you said something about the Congress- 
street building, where the fire occurred, and about the damage by 
water being excessive ? 

A. I said in excess of the damage by fire. The question was 
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asked me if I knew of a case where the damage by water had been 
in excess of the damage by fire. 

@. You know the construction of that building, do you not? 

A. Qh, yes. 

@. A very large building? 

Anes; sir: 

@. You will correct me if I am not right —- two hundred feet 
deep and one hundred feet front? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Six stories high? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Hasn’t experience generally shown that when a fire in a 
large building gets under good headway the whole building is go- 
ing to be destroyed ? 

A. Well, not always; and it depends on what you call ‘‘ good 
headway.” 

@. Well, what I mean by that is, isn’t it better judgment to put 
in the water and put the fire out than to be a little close in regard 
to the amount of water you put in, on account of the chance of 
the fire destroying the whole building? 

A. Dead sure. 

@. It is better to be sure, isn’t it? 

A. Better to be sure — certainly. 

Q@. And solid? 

A. Certainly. 

@. Now, the Protective Department look after the water dam- 
age in buildings, don’t they? 

A. Largely. 

@. Have you heard anything said in regard to whether the Pro- 
tective Department ran short of covers that night at that particular 
fire? . 

A. I don’t think I have heard criticism in regard to that. 

@. I don’t assert it to be a fact, you know. 

A. No, I don’t think it has been mentioned, and it might possi- 
bly be so. 

Q. I have heard it. 

A. I am inclined to think it was so, because there was so large 
a number of tenants and so many floors to be covered that it 
would be very likely that the covers might run short. 

@. Then, on this occasion, at that particular fire, if there was 
any water damage the responsibility would be at least divided with 
the Protective Department? 

A. Possibly. 

@. Between the Fire and Protective Departments — and the 
Protective Department represents the insurance companies of 
Boston ? 

A, Represents the insurance companies. 

@. Exactly. You said something about the Webster building 
on Summer street? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. The fire took place over three years ago, in the building on 
Summer street, the rear on High street? 
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A. 128 to 138 Summer street. 

Q. Did you know the facts connected with that fire? 

A. Nothing, except my observation of the fire itself. 

@. Well, of course, it is some distance away, but I have a very 
fair recollection of the facts in connection with the fire. You 
know the building was lately wired for electricity and the fire was 
first discovered bursting out of the windows in the rear of the 
building ; so there was a case where the fire got under good head- 
way before the department got there, even before the “alarm was 
sounded. Under those circumstances I ask your judgment if you 
think it is reasonable to expect that the fire should be put out be- 
fore the inside of the building was pretty thoroughly burned? 

A. Well — 

@. Iam merely asking your judgment. 

A. Well, now, the criticism there was in regard to the appara- 
tus which appeared there, that of the large amount of water which 
was brought to bear on that fire not one quart out of a very large 
amount of water seemed to go to the fire, or seemed to touch the 
fire. playing from the street. The water seemed to go against the 
building and then came in rivers down South street, without the 

water doing any good whatever, and the query was why the water 

was not put upon 1 the fire. 

Q. Well, I will tell you: You cannot get water from the street 
against a fire when the men cannot live inside the building, and 
especially where goods are so piled up that the water cannot get 
through the boxes of goods. But there is a particular case where 
they did break holes through the wall and get at the fire, and the 
fire was put out through the holes in the wall—that particular 
case you speak of, of the Webster building on High street. 

A. Well, why was not the water put in through the doors and 
windows on the lower floor —that is, from the under side of the 
fire and the rear? 

@. Well, the idea of putting water into buildings from above is 
that the water catches the fire above and then the water comes down 
through and catches the fire below — catching it in both places, above 
and below. The building was all afire, all through, you know, but at 
the same time they had these holes in the wall at that building, and 
that is probably what got at the fire and put it out. One more 
question, in regard to the Sears building — I think that occurred 
over three years ago, too? 

A. Yes, sir; not far from this time. 

Q. Yes, three years ago last January — January 17, if my 
memory serves me right. Do you remember the facts in con- 
nection with that fire? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Do you remember anything about the constraction of the 
Sears building ? 

A. Yes, sir; about the construction. 

@. Do you remember that the French roof was a regular lumber- 
yard ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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@. Do you remember the fact that the fire started in the base- 
ment and went up through the elevator, which was not fireproof ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Do you remember the fact that the janitor of the building, 
who should have gone across the street and given the alarm at a 
box within thirty feet of the building, went up to the station-house, 
went around by Washington street to School street, up School 
street and down that City Hall avenue to the station-house, and 
then brought a policeman with him to give the alarm ? 

A. I remember there was some delay; I don’t remember accu- 
rately about it. 

Q. Now, under those circumstances, do you consider it fair to 
blame the department for the fire in that building ? 


A. The whole criticism, and I don’t make this as a criticism, |’ 


but it is simply from one standing on the outside and wondering |” 
why it was, is that the quantity of water poured at that time 
didn’t seem somehow to get at the fire. ‘There was almost water 
enough, it seemed to me, to have flooded the building if it had 
been an ark. 

' Q. You have been talking about science — now I will ask you 
a scientific question: Do you know how many pounds of water 
it takes to put on a fire to put out a pound of wood that is 
afire? | | 

A. Ihave heard how many pounds of lead it takes to kill a 
man in battle, but I cannot answer that question. 

@. Well, it takes about seven times as much water in weight to 
put out the fire in a pound of wood as the wood stands in a 
building, provided the temperature is not extreme. 

A. And provided you put the water on it? 

@. Yes, sir. Now, the higher the temperature is increased the 
more the department has to increase the amount of water that is 
put on it, so when the fire gets going to an alarming extent you 
have to put an alarming amount of water on it. That is the 
scientific knowledge on the subject. 

A I would ask the commissioner if it has been the idea, re- 
duced to a system, to always reach the inside of a fire? 

@. If possible. 

A. Always to strike the inside? 

Q. If possible. It is always good policy to reach the heart of 
the fire if you can. 

A. And get inside of it? 

@. If you can, but you cannot always do that. 

A. I suppose you understand that water thrown inside of a fire | 
might produce steam, and that.instead of quenching the fire it 
might be more injurious than anything else? 

@. Unquestionably. 

A. And if you pour water on a fire and it passes off in steam it 
does no good. 

@. Correct, but you cannot always do it in just the way you 
would like todo. The men endeavor to get at the fire the best 
way thev can, the object being to get at the seat of the fire if 
possible. . 
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A. I would ask if the engineers are instructed in that way, in 
regard to such matters? 

Q. The engineers have got a good practical knowledge of the 
subject, just as you have placed it. 

A. They have got it? 

Q. Their knowledge is practical. They have got thorough prac- 
tical knowledge, and their theoretical knowledge, is considerably 
ahead of what you might expect. They have a good practical 
knowledge of theoretical questions. There is no question of 
doubt of that. As far as my personal knowledge goes of all the 
men, I have been more than surprised to see what practical knowl- 
edge they have of theoretical questions. Now, Mr. Whittemore, 
what is your way of judging of the efficiency of a fire department? 
Would you grade it according to the amount of loss as compared 
with the amount of premiums, or the amount of loss as compared 
with the amount of valuations contained in the city, or would you 
grade it according to the number of fires that spread from the point 
of starting to the adjoining buildings—or how would you get 
at it? 

A. It would be based entirely on the result of the fires — the 
destructiveness of the fires. 

@. In other words, you would compare the cities by valuations 
and then compare them by the amount of losses per annym as 
compared with the amount of valuation? 

A. That would be a fair way. 

@. That would be a good, fair way? 

A. Yes; I should think so. 7 

@. (By Commissioner Fircn.) Mr. Whittemore, have. you 
ever heard any one who has had any experience in fighting fire, or 
have you heard within the last two or three months, as a basis of a 
decline of confidence in the Fire Department, any expert fireman, 
any chief engineer, or officer lower in rank, not connected with the 
Boston Fire Department, of course, as he might then be preju- 
diced, give an unfavorable comment of the work of the Fire De- 
partment, make an unfavorable comment? 

A. I don’t think I have; no. 

@. You haven’t heard any such. Have you seen the opinions 
of any such expressed in the newspapers or anywhere ? 

. Of expert firemen? 

Of expert firemen. 

I don’t think I have. 

You have not yet heard of any? 

No. 

- Then this criticism comes entirely from gentlemen like your- 
self, who don’t profess.to have any knowledge of fire fighting, but 
simply have large interests in the results of fires? 

A. It comes from the general desire to know if there is any- 
thing to be done, and it is the desire of the underwriters and of all 
citizens that any weakness shall be remedied, that any improve- 
ment that can be made shall be introduced. That is the whole 
object, as I understand, of the request. 

@. Of this whole movement? 
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A. Yes, sir; this whole movement. 

(. It is not based upon any expert testimony ? 

A. No accusations from beginuing to end, so far as I am con- 
cerned, are made; it is simply desired to have an inquiry for the 
facts to be determined. If it should result in a decision on all 
hands that everything is done that can be or ought to be done, I 
will be very much gratified. 

@. You speak of there being in three years fires in three build- 
ings which have caused some criticism — one is the Claflin-Coburn 
building ? 

A. Yes, sir; the Claflin-Coburn building. 

(). And another, I believe, is the Sears building ? 

Actes Sir. 

@. And what is the other? 

A. I think there was one down on Clinton street. 

Well, that was some time ago. Iam speaking of since the 
Thanksgiving- -day fire — and those are all that you have heard 
any criticisms about? 

A. I don’t recall anything just now. I speak of those because 
I happened to be present at the time and saw the burning of the 
buildings. 

@. Do you know any other large cities in the country where 
there have been fewer fires that have had a surprising spread at 
the start and amounted to hundreds of thousands of dollars loss, 
where the underwriters and citizens have been unable to account 
for the rapidity with which they went through the buildings? 

A. I do not, for myself. But it has been the fact that the 
officers of insurance companies doing business all over the country 
have had occasion to criticise the misfortunes of Boston as exceed- 
ing those of other cities. 

(). The officers of outside companies ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And they have got their information from their agents, I 
suppose, in Boston? 

A. No, I mean because they deal with the whole country, the 
presidents and secretaries, general agents and so on, of a given 
company who have dealings in all the cities, who insure in all the 
cities, sometimes have made criticisms. 

@. Did they arrive at their criticism from personal examination 
of the department of Boston, its operations, its organization, and 
its administration ? 

A. No, altogether from results. 

@. Did they” fully understand the causes and conditions which 
produced these results ? 

A. Possibly not — probably not. 

@. Probably not? 

A. Probably not. 

(). Isn’t it the fact that Boston is an exceptional city in respect 
to its circumstances and conditions ? 

A. Yes and no. You have reference now to the interference 
of wires? 

(). I have reference to everything. 
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A. Everything. Well, there are portions of other cities that 
are as bad as Boston. 

Q. Portions of them, but not as a whole? 

A. Well, Boston’s bad district or unfortunate district is com- 
prised within a comparatively small area. 

Q. But outside of that district, haven’t the losses been smaller 
during the last five years than previously ? 

A. Yes. ; 

@. Then it is in that district? 

A. It is in that district, the congested district we speak of, 
where it has been so bad. 

(). Asa whole, then, there have been smaller losses in Boston 
—not in any one district, but I mean taking it all through — in 
the last five years than heretofore ? 

A. In some districts there have been. In the aggregate the 
losses of Boston in the last ten years have been more than normal, 
taking it all together. 

Q@. Now, speaking of cutting the holes, returning to that ques- 
tion of cutting the holes in the wall, I suppose you are aware that 
it is a custom that has been practised, where it has been found 
necessary to get at the seat of the fire, by the various chiefs of the 
Boston Fire Department ? 

A. I haven’t asked the question in such a way as to know that. 
I don’t think I ever saw it until the fire at the Claflin-Coburn 
building there. That was the first. 

@. I believe every chief from Barnicoat down, according to the 
testimony to us, has practised that same thing. Several who 
have testified here have asserted that they have been in the habit 
of doing that thing and would have done it on that occasion — 
outside of the men, I mean. The chief of New York has stated 
that he didn’t know the circumstances, but he frequently did it 
himself in his own practice, and I think you will find the same 
thing in Chicago. 

A. In your judgment, couldn’t that — or perhaps I will ask the 
question in another way: Supposing the walls had not been 
breached, what more or worse damage could have been done to 
that Claflin building than was? 

@. The Claflin building? 

A. Yes, sir; to the building itself — what more damage could 
have been done than was? 

@. Well, the fire might have gone out of the building if they 
hadn’t breached the walls and got at the seat of it. 

A. Which way do you mean? 

@. I don’t know. I don’t remember the circumstances of the 
fire so closely, perhaps. 

A. I question, with the apparatus they had there, — there may 
have been fifteen or sixteen engines, as the case may be,— whether 
water could not have been poured in the front and the rear some- 
where, whether it could not have been thrown in between those 
two heavy brick walls, getting it in some way so as to drown that 
fire in the building from the front and the rear — in the front on 
Summer street and in the rear, Could not the water have been 
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poured in there, the same flood thrown in there by the steamers 
without breaching the walls? 

@. Well, the ‘breaching of the walls certainly involved small 
expense in itself and was “quite a help in putting out the fire. 

A. Well, there was a loss to the contents of the building, where 
the wall was breached, to some extent by the water. 

Q@. To some extent, but wasn’t there a larger saving by being 
able to get at the seat of the fire? 

A. That is what I haven’t heen able to tell. I didn’t come here 
to criticise. In all this matter I have said simply that I want to 
know if anything can be done, and what can be done. 

@. I think that in the Hecht building there can be no question 
of the fact that there was a much larger saving from the fact that 
the wall was breached at that point, from all the testimony that 
has been given here and from what we know of the circum- 
stances. 

A. Well, my criticism, which is the only criticism I have made 
here at all on that point, is on the general ground that I should 
believe that a heavy brick wall is a barrier that ought to 
remain. 

@. Do you know how heavy a barrier it was? 

A. Wasn’t that a sixteen-inch wall? 

@. It might have been. 

A. I think it was. 

@. But between the floor timbers of the Rice building and the 
inside wall, where it entered the Hecht building, I believe there 
was a thickness of one brick. 

A. Is that all? 

@. Yes. If the fire hadn’t been extinguished by cutting the 
holes at that point and killing it at the centre of the building, how 
long, from your experience, do you think those single bricks along 
at various points at the connections with the timber work would 
have protected that other building? 

A. That would be a matter to be considered, of course. I 
know that fire breaks very readily through brick work, under some 
circumstances. 


Statement by THomas L. OBrron. 


(By the Cuarrman.) Your full name, sir? 
Thomas L. OBrion. 

You are a resident of Boston? 

66> Bit. 

And your business is that of — 
Insurance agent. 

And situated in what part of Boston? 
35 Central street. 

And you represent several companies ? 
Yes, sir. 

Any Massachusetts companies? 

None. 

All foreign? 

All foreign. 
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@. Are you a member of the Board of Fire Underwriters ? 

Ve be lu Got Baas ba 

(). And you are familiar with this petition which is before the 
committee here? 

Yes, sir. 

And I suppose have read it carefully before signing it? 
Very. 

Very carefully? 

Yes, sir. 

And are familiar with its phrases and the different para- 
graphs that are in it. 

A. Well, I will retract a little of that. JI don’t remember it — 
the whole of it— now. I was familiar with it at that time, but 
I couldn’t repeat it. 

@. And you were asked to sign the petition by whom, Mr. 
O’Brion? 

A. I don’t remember now. It was brought to my office. I 
knew the petition was being circulated, and I signed it. 

@. Did you have any risks, any lines on that Hecht fire? 

A. I only had one. 

@. Now, the first paragraph here I suppose you are familiar 
with, and [ will read it so that you may refresh your memory, 
and I am then going to let you explain it in your own way: ‘* The 
undersigned fire underwriters of Boston respectfully represent that 
in their opinion the administration of the Fire Department of 
this city needs to be greatly improved in order to check the 
needless destruction of property due to its present inability to 
promptly and effectually extinguish fires that occur within our 
municipal limits.” 

A. Well, I have no special or even general complaint to make 
of the Fire Department. I thought that perhaps those who had the 
direct management of the fighting of the fires might be unfort- 
unate and be unlucky, and that it might be well to get somebody 
who would have more good fortune in stopping these expensive 
fires. That was my idea. 

@. You mean by g 
that? 
A. Well, I thought possibly some change might be beneficial. 

@. And you have no knowledge yourself of the essentials of 
fighting fires? 

A. Not at all. 

@. And it is merely on theory that you advance that opinion? 

A. ‘Yes. 

@. And you believe that there is luck follows some men who 
may have the handling of fires? 

A. Qh, I think so, the same as in other things. 

@. Well, what one thing do you know where luck follows? 

A. Well, take our own business —I think that some of the 
companies make money and others lose money in the same field, 
with the same management, perhaps. 


@. Well, the placing of risks is a gambling occupation, any- 
way? 
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A. It seems so. 

@. Nothing more or less; and you think there is luck in 
gambling ? 

A. A good deal of it; yes, sir. 

(. Then you do not agree with some of the other gentlemen 
that it ought to be a study of science? You believe it is more a 
matter of a game of chance, a game of luck? 

A. Oh, no, I don’t believe that, sir, entirely. I think the 
thing ought to be scientifically worked and thought out, and yet I 
think one man might have better fortune than another, as in vari- 
ous other walks of life. 

@. If the chief engineer of a department didn’t have some 
knowledge of the fighting of fires from a scientific standpoint, do 
you believe that it would be luck that would follow him? 

A. Well, no; but I think if he had a continued series of un- 
fortunate results, my own idea would be that it would be better to 
try somebody else who might have better luck, possibly. 

(). Now, do you know of any fires, take it from the Ist of 
January, 1890, to the Ist of January, 1893, where you would have 
any cause for complaint as to the efficiency of the department, 
Mr. O’Brion? 

A. No, sir; [have no complaint to make. 

@. Have you ever had any cause to make any complaint to the 
commissioners as to the handling of fires where you have had 
risks ? 

ia NGNEr. 

@. Well, now, do I understand you that it is the present chief 
of the Fire Department or the underwriters of Boston that are not 
having good luck ? 

A. Well, I should think both parties were in a sort of bad box. 

(@. And the underwriters from what reasons? 

A. Well, that I cannot state; that I don’t know. 

@. Well, would you advise a change in the Boston Board of 
Underwriters as well as in the chief of the department, if itis a 
question of luck? 

A. Well, I think some of them will be changed if they don’t 
make more money. 

@. After the results of to-day’s meeting, do you mean? 

A, Oh, no, no; the result of the past few years’ business, 
perhaps. 

@. ‘The underwriters of Boston haven’t been very unsuccessful 
in the past three years, have they, Mr. OBrion, taking the pre- 
miums that are received in Boston as a whole and the fire losses ? 

A. Well, if you pick out certain years, they have made, of 
course, money for their companies. 

@. Well, taking it for three years, up to the 1st of January? 

A. For three years we have had pretty good luck. 

@. And now, because you have had one little fire amounting to 
half a million dollars, you want to turn the city and the depart- 
ment upside down — is that it? 

A. No, I don’t want to turn the department upside down. 
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(@. But you believe a change is necessary to change the luck of 
the underwriters ? 

A. I didn’t say that. Isaid it suggested itself to my own mind. 
That is the reason why I signed that petition. 
That some good results might come? 
Possibly. 
Other than a change in the head of the department? 
I don’t understand you exactly. 
I say other than a change in the head of the department ? 
Well, other what? 
Other results might follow beneficial to the citizens gener- 


ShOneho 


ally? 

A. Well, no; I don’t know. 

That is, I mean to say this, that the suggestion that occurred 
to your mind, that a change in the head of the department might 
result in some good, combined with other results that might fol- 
low this investigation, is one of the reasons that you assign for 
signing that petition? 

1 ear ielr, 

(@. And you came to that opinion as to results, I suppose, after 
the Hecht-building fire ? 

A. Yes. 

@. Hadn’t the Board of Underwriters arrived at a point where 
they, believing that they were not making money enough and the 
risks that they had were hazardous, concluded before the Hecht 
fire to increase the rates in the business district of Boston? 

A. Well, I don’t remember about that — whether it was before 
the Hecht flre or after it. I know somewhere about that 
time the subject of — well, possibly not of increasing the rates, 
but of modifying and changing them, was agitated. 

@. And at the time that they were being agitated, Mr. OBrion, 
do you call to mind whether the Hecht building was under con- 
sideration at that time as being a risk subject to increase? 

A. I cannot say as to that especially. I hadn’t much faith in 
the Hecht building myself. I had only one policy there and that 
was half-way insured, so that my loss in the Hecht building was 
very small. I didn’t think it was a very good risk. 

@. And since that fire, have any of the companies which you 
represent written to you to cease taking policies, or writing poli- 
cies, for the business district of Boston? 

as NO, Sir, 

@. Why I ask you that question is that it was stated here that 
some of the companies had? 

A. I think they have cut down their lines somewhat, the same 
as most of the companies have. 

@. Have you ever visited any of the other cities in the country? 

A. Never —oh, I have visited the other cities, yes. 

@. I mean investigating the fire departments, looking over 
them and making an examination? 

A. No, except to turn around and look at the Protective De- 
partment once in a while in New York and Chicago, to see them 
run. 
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@. That is, stand on the highway and look at them as they pass 
along ? 

A. Look at them go by; yes, sir. 

@. You never went to the fires to take an active part and to see 
how they did their work ? 

A. Oh, nothing more than that, when they were seeing what 
they could do, that is all,—how quick they could get out. 

(. I suppose you agree with Mr. Paige and Mr. Whittemore 
about the electric wires ? 

ie eyY ager sie 

(). That they should all be put underground ? 

A. I think so. 

@. Have you ever had any complaint by any of your clients 
about the need of additional fire-alarm boxes in the business dis- 
trict ? 

AA. No, sir. 

@. Do you thiok, Mr. OBrion, that a new fireboat would add 
to the efficiency of the department and he for ve best interests of 
the underwriters and the protection of property? 

‘A Lido: 

(). Have you ever made any complaint or had any complaint 
made to you about the bursting of hose at fires? 

A. Only once, at the fire on Federal street— over Rice- 
Kendall’s. 

@. On Federal street — that was from bursted hose? 

A. The hose, I think, burst over Rice, Kendall & Co.’s. I 
heard considerable comment that night about that. 

@. Did you make any complaint of it? 

A. No;I1 beg pardon, I think I spoke to one of the commis- 
sioners that night about it. 

@. Well, I supposed you would consider that a rather unlucky 
thing? 

A. Well, I think that is what it was. 

@. Do you know the chief of the Boston Fire Department ? 

A. Very well indeed ; yes, sir. 

@. Have you ever had any reasons, from your observations 
or from what you have heard, to criticise his ability as a fire- 
man? 

A. Never. 

@. From your observations and from your knowledge of the 
man, you think he has sufficient ability to be chief of the Boston 
Fire Department, and to cope with fires? 

A. I should judge so, simply from what I have been told. 

@. Now, Mr. OBrion, do you believe that the framing of an 
ordinance or a law that would require the widening of all build- 
ings for sieettic wires, used either for lighting or for motive 
power, would be a good thing, that it would be well to have the 
inspection made by the Department for the Inspection of Build- 
ings, at the time the wiring was done, and to have a continuous 
inspection? 

A. I think so; yes, sir. 
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@. You think that would add somewhat and be in the interest 
of the underwriters ? 

A. Very much so. 

(J. Have you any knowledge of how the manner in which risks 
are placed in other cities compares with the manner in which they 
are placed in Boston? 

A. Very little. 

@. Boston and New York have a department called the Inspect- 
ors’ Department? 

A. I think New York has now. Boston has had for several 
years. 

@. You have inspectors in your office, or is it done by your 
agents ? 

A. By our clerks and by myself occasionally. 

@. And you take no risk unless your office makes the inspec- 
tion, unless it is made by some one in your office, some of the 
clerks or some other member of your firm? 

A. Well, I can scarcely say that, because there are many risks 
we accept without inspecting them. We know them well, or think 
we do. Anything outside of what you might call the standard 
mercantile risks we generally intend to inspect. 

. You have no knowledge, I suppose, of what the salvage is 
going to be upon that Hecht-building fire, the Federal-street fire ? 

A. Only what I have heard. 

@. Did you have any risks on the Ames building, in that 
locality ? 

ek CS. 6lr. 

@. Have you ever heard as to the cause of the fire, how it 
originated ? 

A. No, the only thing I ever heard in relation to that was tha 
it caught in the closet near by where a chimney flue went up, and 
that it was possible that a man who was the janitor of the building 
had something stored in that room or the adjoining room which 
was very inflammable, like oily waste. 

@. Was lubricating oil manufactured there? 

A. Lubricating oil or something of the kind. 

@. Was that information, do you know, ever sent to the fire 
marshal ? 

A. I never sent it. I intended to and forgot it, and have never 
thought of it until to-day. 

@. You, I suppose, attended the meeting of the Board of Un- 
derwriters to-day ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And a virtual surrender was made from the rates estab- 
lished ? 

A. Not at all. 

(). They are not to be enforced? 

A. Certainly they are. 

@. Well, they are to be kept in force until this committee re- 
ports upon a schedule rate ? 

A. Yes, they are to be kept in force until that schedule is re- 
rated and revised rates made. 
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@. Well, when the revised rates are made, from the 14th day 
of March, from the time that schedule went into effect, until the 
other one goes into effect, there will be rebates, will there not? 

A. They can make a rebate, if they choose, if the rates should 
happen to fall below what they are now. 

Q. And it is a virtual surrender of the Board of Underwriters 
to two companies in Boston ? 

A. Not at all. 

(). Coming to their way of thinking? 

A. Not in the slightest. 

Q. Well, there is going to be a modification of those rates 
made? 

A. The modification was intended from the first. I was a 
member of the rating committee that promulgated that thing, 
and we knew what we were talking about. That was exactly what 
we were going to do. 

@. And I suppose had it not been for the other two companies 
making the row they did in the Board of Underwriters, the new 
rate would be continued in force? 

A. It would in the same way, until we got our new schedule 
made. 

@. And it was the intention of the rating committee at a later 
day to made a schedule other than that which was contained in their 
circular? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Is that a matter of record in the Board of Underwriters’ 
records? 

A. Yes, sir; if Mr. Howes has done his duty, it is. 

@. Has he resigned ? 

A. I haven’t heard of it. 

@. Wasn’t it intimated that he was going to resign? 

A I haven’t heard anything of that kind. He isn’t a member 
of the Board of Underwriters, you know. 

@. He is secretary of the board? 

4. He is secretary, but not a member of the board. 

@. Well, chief executive officer? 

A. He isn’t the chief executive officer. 

@. Well, who is the chief executive officer ? 

A. Mr. Whittemore. 

@. Well, I understood Mr. Howes to say, in his testimony here 
at the first and second hearing, that he was the chief executive 
officer. You say he is not the chief executive officer ? 

A. I don’t see how he can be —he is not a member of the 
board. 

Q. Merely carries out what the board tells him, as its secretary ? 

A. Exactly, as the secretary of the board. 

@. He has no right to issue on official order unless so directed 
by the board? 

A. He has not. 

@. And he is not the chief executive officer of the Board of 
Fire Underwriters ? 
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A. He is not, according to my ideas of the chief executive 
officer. 

@. And you are positive, Mr. OBrion, that there was no inti- 
mation made that Mr. Howes was going to resign as secretary of 
the Board of Fire Undewriters? . 

A. I pledge you my honor, sir, I never heard of it until you 
asked me that, question to-day. 

@. Would you want to pass an opinion, Mr. OBrion, upon the 
cutting of those holes in the wall of the Rice building? 

A. No, sir; I shouldn’t, in view of what I have heard the last 
half hour. Before that I should have supposed it was a hazardous 
thing to do. 

@. Well, of course, not having had any experience, you don’t 
know how those holes are cut? 

iAs INO, sit: 

@. The manner in which the firemen proceed to cut them? 

A. No, I should like to know. 

@). Well, I suppose you would imagine that they punched a hole 
right through? 

A. I supposed that they took some kind of a battering ram and 
went at it. 

@. Not at all. I suppose if you were told that they take out 
three bricks and then two bricks, and so on, and go in until they 
get to the next layer to the fire, and then take one brick out, so 
that they may look in and see just where they are, you wouldn’t 
think there would be anything very detrimental about that, would 

ou? 
af A. IT shouldn’t suppose so, especially if they had a pipe there 
that filled the hole up. 

@. A pipe right there. I suppose, Mr. OBrion, you have been 
before the other commission ? 

A. No, sir; I have not. 

Q. Not yet? 

A. No, sir; I have been invited there, but haven’t had time to 
go, which must be my apology for not appearing here before. I 
didn’t come here until ] was compelled to. 

@. Well, Mr. Howes says here: ‘‘ I am the chief executive offi- 
cer of the board.” 

A. Well, I won’t dispute that. 

@. He is not the clerk, but is the chief executive officer? 

A. He is not a member of the Board of Underwriters. ‘That is 
to say, the Board of Underwriters is composed of the agents of 
companies regularly authorized agents, and no other persons, and 
Mr. Howes is not an agent of any company, but is elected secre- 
tary, as they might take John Smith off the street and elect him 
secretary. In the sense he speaks of he may be the principal ex- 
ecutive officer of the board. 

@. Would you think that standpipes placed upon buildings, or 
roof hydrants, would assist in reducing the rates? 

A. I should think so. 

@. If properly applied? 

A. I should think so; yes, sir. 
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@. Has there been any complaint made by you in placing risks 
as to floor space, area? 

A. Yes, sir; I have heard a great deal of complaint in that di- 
rection lately. 

@. Do you believe, Mr. OBrion, that it would be well to rec- 
ommend a decrease in the number of feet? 

A. I do, most emphatically. 

@. What would you say would be a fair floor space — about six 
thousand square feet? 

A. I should suppose that would be about right. 

(J. I suppose it is universally conceded among the underwriters 
at the present time that the Fire Department has done excellent 
duty in some of the recent fires? 

A. Without a question. 


Letrers To CHAIRMAN LEE. 
The chairman read the following letters : 


209 WASHINGTON STREET, Room 22. 
Boston, March 28, 1893. 
Hon. Joun H. Lez, Chairman, Committee on Investigation of the Recent 
Fires. 

My Dear Sir: Through your courtesy I was able to address a few re- 
marks to you and your committee, at a recent hearing, on the subject of the 
dangers of overhead wires and the great hindrance that they are to the fire- 
men. I only spoke for a few minutes, because it was late and I did not wish 
to take up the time of the committee. 

I wish, however, by means of this letter, to impress upon the commiitee 
the need of ordering, and enforcing the order when given, all the wires 
underground as soen as is consistent with the rights of all interested 
parties. 

If the committee will go to Bowdoin square, to the corner of Cambridge 
and Charles streets, the corner of Washington and Summer, or in fact to any 
of the numerous corners where the trolley and the feed-wires are so numer- 
ous, also to any part of the city where the wires of the telegraph, telephone, 
and other corporations are located, they will have an object-lesson in the 
dangers that the wires cause. 

In the past fifteen years I have been to a great many fires in this city and 
in others and have personally visited and inspected the fire departments of 
London, Paris, and many other foreign cities, in addition to the departments 
of New York, Chicago, Brooklyn, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, 
Albany, and many other smaller cities. I have personally seen many of the 
above departments at actual work at fires, and I have no hesitancy whatever 
in saying that the Boston Fire Department is equal, if not superior, to any of 
the beforementioned departments. In equipment, management, discipline, 
and general efficiency it is superior to any I have seen. I think that my fif- 
teen years’ interest in and observation of fires and fire departments entitles 
my opinion to some weight. 

Adopt the recommendations of the Fire Commissioners, remove the wires 
in the crowded parts of the city, adopt good building laws, and, in my opin- 
ion you will have done a real service to the citizens of Boston. 

My reason for writing is not only because I am interested in the depart- 
ment, but also because I am interested personally in property on Pearl, High, 
Cornhill, Gloucester, and other streets in the city. May I ask you, Mr. 
Chairman, to have this letter presented for the consideration of all the 
members of the committee. 

Again thanking you, Mr. Chairman, for your courtesy, and hoping that this 
letter may be of some value and aid to the committeee, 


I am respectfully yours, 
Water H. REYNOLDS. 
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NORTHERN RAILROAD TREASURER’S OFFICE, 
19 Mitx Street, Boston, March 10, 1893. 
Hon. Joun H. LEE. 

Dear Sir: I enclose two clippings from the papers which embody some 
views of mine on the subject of the high rates of fire insurance. I suppose 
that the subject is not within the scope of the hearing now going on at City 
Hall, but perhaps the articles may be suggestive to you. 

I consider that the only way to lower insurance rates is by a thorough 
change in the present methods of conducting the insurance business, and by 
a removal of some of the persons who at present represent the Boston Board 
of Fire Underwriters. I consider it the height of absurdity for the present 
underwriters to take any one to task for inefficiency. My interest in these 
matters arises wholly from the fact that I have large real-estate interests in 
my control, and consequently have to insure. 


Respectfully, 


GEORGE U. CROCKER. 


The chairman requested the clerk to notify several more of the 
underwriters, and members of the Real Estate and Auction Board, 
also the city auditor, to be present at the next meeting. 


Adjourned at 6.09 P.M. to meet on Tuesday, March 21, at 
2 P.M. 


ELEVENTH HEARING, 
Turspay, March 28, 1893. 


The hearing was resumed at 2 o’clock P.M., Chairman Lee pre- 
siding. 
Statement by CHartes H. WIsk. 


@. (By the Cuarrman.) Will you kindly give your full name, 
Mr. Wise. 

A. Charles Henry Wise. 

@. And your business? 

A. Insurance. 

Q. Where? 

A. 35 Kilby street, Hollis & Wise. 

@. Do you represent Massachusetts or foreign companies, or 
both? 

A. Foreign and New York companies, and Hartford com- 
panies. 

@. You signed, or rather your firm signed, a petition to His 
Honor the Mayor asking for an investigation, Mr. Wise? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, of course you are familiar with the petition — you 
read it carefully ? 

A. I read it once. I didn’t sign it; my partner signed it. 

@. And I suppose that where the firm signs, it carries the re- 
sponsibility on the partner? 

A. Certainly. 

Q. Well, now, the first paragraph in that petition reads as fol- 
lows : 
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‘¢ The undersigned fire underwriters of Boston respectfully rep- 
resent that in their opinion the administration of the Fire Depart- 
ment of this city needs to be greatly improved, in order to check 
the needless destruction of property due to its present inability to 
promptly and effectually extinguish fires that occur within our 
municipal limits.” 

Now, can you, Mr. Wise, give the committee any suggestions 
or any information where the department has been faulty in its 
management in checking fires or controlling them, combatting with 
them ? 

Aa teh« 

@. Have you any suggestions to make as to anything that 
would improve the efficiency of the department? 

A. J understand, Mr. Chairman, that the object and the whole 
object of that petition was to see if we couldn’t have some com- 
mission appointed who would be able to find the defects, if there 
were such, in the Fire Department or in the Water Department or 
in any other department, to which a remedy could be,applied which 
would check the large number of large fires which have happened 
in Boston for many years past. That is the object in view, as I 
understand it, of all the underwriters. 

@. Well, you say the many large fires in past years? 

A. In past years. 

@. There haven’t been many large fires up to this year since 
1885, have there? 

A. Yes, there has been the 1889 fire. We count a fire large 
where the loss is from $50,000 to $75,000 and $100,000. 

@. How many of those fires have occurred since 1889, leaving 
out this year, up to the first of January, 1893? 

A. Well, I could not state off-hand. 

@. Are there many — can you recall one where the actual loss 
has been $50,000? 

A. That I couldn’t state at present. 

@. And your purpose in signing it was to find out if you could 
get some information from some people upon the outside as to 
what the needs were for the department? 

A. The outside or the inside. 

@. Have you, Mr. Wise, ever as a fire underwriter of Boston 
made any complaint to the Board of Fire Commissioners or to 
the government as to the inefficiency of the department? 

A. Never. 

(). Have you ever made any suggestions, or has your firm, as 
to where any improvement might be made? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

@. And you would be unable to state, I suppose, taking 
another paragraph in that petition, where there were any unsat- 
isfactory results? That is, taking the amount of the appropria- 
tion that was made by the government, would you be able to state 
where the unsatisfactory results came from or would be attributed 
to? 

A. Repeat that again, please. 

Q. Well, I will read the paragraph and probably you may get 
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at it in that way: ‘‘ Your petitioners believe that it is a reflection 
upon the municipal administration of this city that, after annually 
granting such large amounts of money to the requirements of 
defence against fire, such unsatisfactory results are obtained.” 

A. We look to results, on the amount of premium that we re- 
ceive and the amount of losses that we have, and the difference 
will be the result to the insurance companies as underwriters. 
We believe that in large localities, where so many large areas, 
such risks, exist, that there are many places that the Fire Depart- 
ment, the Water Board, and others, perhaps, could remedy for us, 
and at the same time, while remedying for us, remedy for the 
merchants of Boston in the decrease of their rate on account of 
proper facilities for putting out a fire or checking a fire. 

(. You have never had any occasion to make any complaints 
where the dividends were satisfactory to the stock-holders of any 
of the companies ? 

A. No, sir. I am afraid that dividends haven’t been at all 
satisfactory, from the hundreds of companies that have gone out 
of business and are daily almost going out of the insurance busi- 
ness from lack of proper receipts. 

@. Foreign companies? 

A. Foreign companies and domestic companies. 

@. Notso by the losses they have sustained in Boston? 

A. Not in Boston particularly — some in Boston. 

(@. Well, can you name any one company ? 

A. Oh, I shouldn’t care to name them—it is a matter of 
record. 

@. Have you examined the records? 

A. As they have come before me day by day, yes, sir. All 
underwriters are familiar with the companies that are going out 
and have gone out. 

@. Well, how many companies have there gone out since 1889 
—or we will say from the first of January, 1891, up to the first of 
January, 18937 

A. Well, in the United States? 

@. Ob, I am talking now about companies doing business in 
Boston, here in Massachusetts. 

A. Oh, that I couldn’t tell, but quite a large number. 

@. Then you couldn’t tell whether their going out of business 
was attributable to fire losses or to bad management on the part of 
the board of directors, or of the presidents, or the agents that they 
had? 

A. I guess if the truth were known it would be from the lack 
of receipts, the large number of fire losses both here and abroad. 

Q@. Not attributable at all, in any degree, to bad management? 

A. I wouldn’t say so. 

Q@. Well, it would be bad management if they took a line upon 
buildings that were hazardous risks at low rates, would it not? 

A. If it was at lowrates; too low rates for the risk. 

@. And there are some companies, I suppose, that take those 
chances, gamble on those chances ? 

A. Not'a great many. 
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@. Well, there are some? 

A. I should say none; not if they knew it. 

Q. Well, your firm, I suppose, Mr. Wise, makes a practice of 
making examinations into all risks they take themselves ? 

A. Not all risks. 

@. All but standard risks ; I suppose where they were standard 
risks you would take it for granted that they were all right? 

A. We would take it for granted that where they were rated by 
the Board of Underwriters after a survey, and perhaps surveyed 
three or four times a vear, that we could safely rely on their judg- 
ment and the committee’s judgment; that we can safely rely on 
the rate that is established by the Board of Fire Underwriters. 

(). And also in placing what might be termed a hazardous risk, 
do you take the opinion of the Board of Underwriters or any com- 
mittee from that Board? 

In a great measure. 

And make no thorough examination yourselves ? 

Not of all risks. 

Do you on any — does your firm on any? 

Oh, yes; frequently. 

That is, you make a personal examination yourself ? 
Frequently ; yes. 

Have you ever had occasion to reject any? 

Frequently — did so to-day. 

In the business district of Boston? ‘ 

Yes. 

Well, can you name them, or would you want to? 

Shouldn’t care to name them. 

And that is simply for the reason that it would be, I 
suppose, a matter of confidence between you and the parties who 
applied ? 

A* Nes. 

@. And feeling that you don’t want your firm to be involved 
in any controversy over clients that may come to you to place 
risks ? 

A. Yes. 

@. This petition was brought to you, Mr. Wise, by some of the 
members of the Board of Underwriters or by some individual out- 
side the Board? 

A. I don’t know —I didn’t sign it. 

@. You don’t know anything about it? 

A. I don’t know how or when it was signed. 

@. You don’t know how it got into the office of Hollis & Wise 
or Wise & Hollis? 

A. Hollis & Wise, please — no, sir. 

@. Have you got any suggestions, Mr. Wise, that you would 
make as to the apparatus, any increase in the apparatus of the de- 
partment? 

A. No, I could not suggest anything as far as the apparatus 
goes —I think there are a large number of engines, perhaps not so 
many as are necessary to go to the first alarm. 

Q. How is that, sir? 


ZOROPOhOASbOROh 


520 APPENDIX. 


A. Not so many, perhaps, as might be necessary if the fire 
caught in a large building. Of course, I understand that the de- 
partment wouldn’t know where the fire was only by the box. We 
feel that perhaps the water around the large area buildings is not 
quite sufficient, as shown by our map,—that the water-pipes 
around the building that burned were six-inch mains, and in Essex 
place a four-inch main, while in Washington street, opposite 
Jordan & Marsh’s, and opposite Hovey’s, it was a twenty and a 
twelve-inch main. So it seems to us for the advantage of the 
business property, the business district, where a large amount of 
property is at risk, the water-supply perhaps isn’t sufficient, is not 
what it ought to be. That is, if the map we have is correct. 

@. Have any of the Board of Underwriters or any committees 
of the Board of Underwriters to your knowledge ever made any 
complaint as to the water supply in that district? 

A. Not to my personal knowledge. 

@. Can you recall any instance, Mr. Wise, where the supply 
was insufticient ? 

A. Well, yes, I think I can —I think in this last fire, [ mean 
in the fire of Brown, Durrell, & Co. 

@. The Brown-Durrell fire? Why? 

A. Because at that fire I saw some streams that were very 
good indeed, better than you ought to expect from the water- 
pipes, and others that didn’t begin to throw as they ought to. 
Whether it was the height of pressure, or the lack of pressure, or 
the lack of power in the steam-engines I don’t know. All I know 
is that some of their streams didn’t go up very far, not within 
thirty or forty feet of what some others did. 

@. Well, that might be due to pressure other than from water? 

A, Well, my idea was that it was from lack of pressure in 
these pipes, that there wasn’t sufficient pressure on those pipes to 
carry up half a dozen streams away up high and then perhaps 
carry up half a dozen more perhaps not so high, where a larger 
pipe, a twenty-inch main or a twelve-inch main, would have car- 
ried it with sufficient pressure. 

@. And you don’t know on what engines those lines were con- 
nected ? 

A. I do not. 

@. Do you believe, Mr. Wise, that a fire-boat along the water 
front, a new fire-boat, would add anything to the efficiency of the 
department? 

A. I should say it would in a great measure. We look upon 
the fire-boat as a very important adjunct to the Fire Department, 
playing, as they do, through eight hundred feet of hose a first- 
class stream. 

@. What is your judgment about retaining the wires over- 
head? 

A. I should be glad to see them all underground, telephone, 
trolley, and electric wires, as I believe they are a menace to all 
buildings, and are certainly a great danger to the Fire Depart- 
ment, as at the fire at Hecht Brothers there were some horses 
and a good many men in the Fire Department who were troubled 
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by those wires. When those wires broke there was a pretty good 
scamper, a pretty general scamper. 

(). You believe they ought to be all placed underground? 

A el sao: 

@. Have you, as an underwriter, got any complaint to make as 
to the manner in which the fire on Lincoln street, the Ames Build- 
ing, was managed? 

A. I have not. 

@. Any complaint to make as to the manner in which the 
Tremont Temple fire was handled ? 

A. I have not. 

@. Well, coming back to the fire on Federal street, on January 
10, have you any complaint to make as to the management of that 
fire ? 

A. The one thing that I would differ with the Fire Department 
about — and perhaps it would make no difference — would be the 
cutting of the hole through the wall of the N. W. Rice building. 
It seemed to me that it was just like cutting through into or open- 
ing the door of. a big furnace, with the liability of a very strong 
back draught which would endanger that whole building and also 
the whole street. Of the department itself I have spoken in great 
praise. 

@. Do you know of any place or of any time where holes have 
been cut through a partition or party wall where the fire has ever 
got through and got the best of the firemen after the hole had been 
cut? 

A. No. 

@. You don’t know of any? 

A. I don’t know, to my knowledge. I know there have been 
fires where there have been holes cut through. 

@. Do you know, from your own knowledge, whether that is a 
part of the science of stopping conflagrations ? 

I should say not. 

Well, have you ever talked with anybody in relation to it? 

With anybody? 

[ mean men who are experts, men who are fire-fighters? 

By that you mean firemen? 

Firemen. 

No. 

You have talked with some of the underwriters ? 

Oh, yes; it has been a general topic of conversation. 

Are you a member of the board ? 

Yes. 

Has it been discussed there ? 

I believe not. 

Well, has the manner in which these holes are cut through 
a partition ‘wall ever been the subject of any controversy, com- 
ment, or criticism as to the manner in which they are cut? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

@. Do you know of your own knowledge how that work is 
done? 

3A, ies: 
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@. Well, will you kindly explain to the committee, for infor- 
mation, how it is done? 

A. Of my own knowledge I know that at the fire at Abram 
French & Co.’s the hole was cut through there by the firemen 
with crowbars, to get into the blind attic of Abram French & Co. 
They finally did get into the attic and played, I believe, a very 
good stream. ‘The first go-off wasn’t quite satisfactory. 

@. You mean that a hole was cut to get into that blind attic 
large enough for a man to go through, or just merely a line of 
hose? 

A. I should say large enough for a man to go through. 

@. When was that? 

A. Oh, I should say about 1885. 

@. Did the fire extend beyond that, get into the other build- 
ings, after the hole had been cut? 

A. The fire didn’t get in there — the smoke got in there and 
mace some damage. 

@. Could the seat of the fire have been reached by any other 
means? 

A. Only from the roof, I should say, of the Abram French 
building. 

(@. Was it the means of stopping the fire — the cutting of that 
hole to get into that blind attic—or saving any portion of the 
building ¢ 

A. Saving any portion of the building ?— I should say yes. 

@. Now, you speak about the N. W. Rice building —do you 
know of your own knowledge how that hole was cut there? 

A. No; didn’t see it. 

@. Do you know whether that was the means of saving any of 
the property in the Hecht building? 

A. Ido not. I presume it did do some good, but I look on it 
with the possibility of doing so much harm, that the good that it 
did ‘might have been overbalanced by the harm which it would 
have done if the fire had got into that building. 

@. Well, now, I am going to ask you if you have ever heard, 
in any of the conversations that you may have had with any of 
the underwriters or from your own knowledge, where a hole has 
been cut where the fire ever got away from that point and through 
that hole into the other building? 


As No, 
@. You don’t know of any? 
as No. 


@. Then, from a scientific standpoint, do you believe that it is 
poor judgment? 

A. I shouldn’t base it on a scientific standpoint, because I am 
not competent to judge it that way. 

(. Then you merely base your judgment upon conversation 
that you may have had among the underwriters? 

A. Yes; and what looks to be to us common sense. 

@. Well, isn’t it good judgment, Mr. Wise, if by the breaking 
of a hole or the taking out of one, two, or three bricks, a line of 
hose may be got in to get at the seat of the fire in order to save 
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property and stop the spread of the fire, — isn’t that good 
judgment? 

A. If it does it; yes. 

Q. Well, hasn’t it been so? Can you name a case, I ask you 
again, that has come within your knowledge or the knowledge of 
any member of the Board of Fire Underwriters, where a fire has 
ever got in, after the firemen cut the hole, into the building from 
which they cut it? 


A. Not to my knowledge. 
@. Nor you don’t know of any? 
As. NOVSIT: 
@. Nor you never have heard of any? 
A. I don’t recail anything? 
. Have you ever had any talk with any of the underwriters in 
other cities? 
Ze YOR Bits 
@. Do you know that they practise that in other cities? 
A. I don’t know that from my own knowledge. 
@. Have you heard so? 
A. Yes. 
@. And that, I suppose, is the only comment that you desire 


to make—the cutting of that hole through the wall of the 
Rice Building — so far as the handling of that fire was con- 
cerned ? 

A. Yes. 

@. That was the only poor move. I suppose you have no 
knowledge of what the salvage was upon the wool that was in the 
Hecht Building? 

A. No knowledge. 

@. And do you know whether it was where that hole was cut, 
directly underneath that, where the larger portion of that wool 
was? 

A. I should say not. 

Q. Well, based on what? 

A. Based on what I saw after the fire. 

@. Then, did you make a thorough examination of where the 
wool was? 

A. Not a thorough examination —I saw the place where the 
wool was that was saved. 

@. You don’t know how much wool there was there? 

A. No. 

Q. Then you cannot state positively whether the larger amount 
was there or in some other part of the building? 

I cannot. 

The rates have all been increased in the busines district ? 
Yes. 

And are now in force? 

And now in force. 

With a modification in prospect by their committee ? 

Very slow. They are temporarily in force, awaiting the 
rerating of the district. 

Q). There is to be a rerating and a rebate? 
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A. A rerating and rebate from the time the policies start. 

@. Were the risks that were on the Hecht building, Mr. Wise, 
good risks ? 

A. It doesn’t appear to have been a very good risk. 

Q. Well, at the time that it was taken, when the premiums 
were paid — did you have some insurance on that building? 

1 iay es. 

@. Iask you now if they were considered good risks at that 
time with the premiums that were paid? 

A. We considered it a fair risk, a good risk. 

@. A fair risk — well, where do you draw the distinction as to 
the word ‘‘ fair?” — that is, between good and bad? 

A. No, there are several grades of insurances. Some com- 
panies will take a large line on certain classes and others a very 
small line; and others will take a very large line where we would 
take a very small line, and perhaps a smaller line where we would 
take a larger. 

@. Was the question of the area of that building, the floor- 
space, taken into consideration when you placed your line? 

A, Yes. 

@. What is your judgment as to what the area of a floor space 
should be? 

A. We would like to have a building where we would take our 
largest line, not over seventy-five feet square if we could, protected 
on each side by solid brick walls, as the Ludlow Manufacturing 
Company’s building was in the next to the last fire, protecting it 
from the other building, the Brown-Durrell building — from the 
fire there. 

That wasn’t the condition of the Hecht building? 

No. 

And the floor-space there was what — do you recall it? 
I don’t know the measurement to-day. 

Fourteen thousand feet was it? 

A. I should say somewhere about there — about one hundred 
and twenty by one hundred and twenty, I should say. 

@. Would you recommend that this committee would ask for 
a law that would reduce that space? 

A. I certainly should. 

@. You believe that it would inure to the benefit of the un- 
derwriters and of the property owners as well? 

A. The property owners especially, as well as the underwriters. 

@. And be a great protection to the Fire Department? 

A. Certainly. 

@. Did you ever hear any comments made by any underwriters 
as to the risks that were being placed on the Hecht building ? 

A. In what way? 

@. The low rate of premiums they were receiving for such a 
hazardous risk? 

44. INO; sie 

@. Do you believe the underwriters got good premiums upon 
that risk? 
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aA. All they got was good. It wasn’t so large a sum on their 
wool risk, but what they got was good. 

(). Now, you say all they got was good; what do I want to 
understand by that. That is, what you want me to understand is, 
that for all they took they got their money, that there wasn’t any 
loss on the part of the companies by reason of any neglect on the 
part of those people in paying premiums? 

A. No, sir; I don’t want to be so understood by your com- 
mittee. 

Q. Well, let me understand. 

A. It was understood to bea pretty low rate risk, and we con- 
cluded that enough wasn’t given for such a large area building ; 
that a large area building should have paid a higher price than 
we received for the Hecht Brothers’ risk. 

@. Then it was a kind of oversight on the part of the people 
who placed lines there that they didn’t get premiums high enough, 
making a better gamble,— is that so? 

A. I should say not. 

@. Well, why should you say not? You just told me now that 
if they had taken it into consideration more carefully and had 
looked into it, taking the large floor area, that they would have 
demanded more premium, considering that the risk would have 
been more hazardous. 

A. They would have been glad to have received a higher 
premium. 

. Then it was an oversight on the part of those who made the_ 
inspection, — or, we will take it. of vour Board of Underwriters, 
your committee, — in not informing all the underwriters of what 
that risk was? 

A. Well, we were all informed of the risk 

@. Were you informed of the conditions of the building and 
the hazardousness of it in relation to its floor-space ? 

A. Yes; we don’t need to be informed of that, except by look- 
ing at our own maps of the building, which show its height, the 
area, and the number of floors. 

@. Well, does your map show Lae there is a party wall 
through all these buildings ? aN 


ZA. VYCB8 
@. You have maps of that character ? 
A A YOGs 


@. And still you take risks of that character, notwithstanding 
that? 

A. Y684 

@. And if a fire then happens to get away from a department, 
then I suppose it is felt that it is the inefficiency of the depart- 
ment? 

A. Certainly; if you want to put it that way. 

@. Well, Iam only trying to get at what remedies we can 
apply, Mr. Wise, and of course we have got to get it from the 
underwriters and people who have signed these petitions. And 
that inefficiency, I suppose, is due to the carelessness of our 
building laws, in allowing so much latitude ? 
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A, The inefficiency of the Fire Department? 

Q. Of the building laws. 

A. I should say they were not properly enforced. 

Of course that statement would naturally follow the other, 
that you believe in smaller floor-space ? 

A. Smaller area. 

@. Now. then, the underwriters are somewhat to blame them- 
selves, are they not, in placing risks of that character where the 
floor area is so large without the intervention of party walls, and 
allowing the stacking and piling of wool —as I understand it, a 
fibrous stock — in buildings with that large area? 

A. We shouldn’t reckon wool as fibre. Fibre, you know, is 
confined to vegetable products and not animal, there being that 
distinction between the wool and the hemp or cotton risks. 

Well, is wool considered a good risk ? 

A fair risk, yes. 

A fair risk? 

It has been considered a good risk. 

Provided, I suppose, that it is in a proper storehouse? 

Yes. 

That is considered ? 

Yes. 

And as I understand you, you now believe that the Hecht 
Building was not up to that standard which you would have liked 
to have seen it? 

A. As far as floor-space goes. 

@. And still the underwriters will, I suppose, like all others, 
make a gamble and take the chances ? 

A. They will take the chances. We don’t consider it gam- 
bling. 

Q@. Well, isn’t ita gambling operation? Are not all operations 
of that kind so? 

A. No, sir; we take the chance. 

@. Well, then, it is a game of chance? 

A. We will take the risk, if you will allow me to correct it. 

Q. Well, the risk is just the same asif you buy a thousand dol- 
lars’ worth of stock, is it not? 

A. There is a strong distinction with a big difference. 

@. Have you ever, as an underwriter, made any complaint to 
any person about the bursting of hose, Mr. Wise? 

A. I have not. 

@. Have you ever heard much complaint about the bursting of 
hose ? 

A. Well, considerable. 

Q@. Do you know of any way wherein that might be overcome? 

A. Oh, in my mind I have always reckoned that the bursting 
of the hose was perhaps due to the constant crossing of the hose 
at all times at a fire by the heavy wagons loaded with coal, or per- 
haps by an engine or something else, a hose cart, running over it 
and weakening the hose. It is perfectly natural that it must 
weaken it some, but the hose has seemed to me to be generally of 
pretty good quality, as far as I know hose, 
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@. Now, Mr. Wise, what is your own individual opinion of the 
general character of the discipline and makeup, and the ability 
of the Boston Fire Department to cope with fires in Boston — in 
the aggregate, I take it now? 

A. Oh, I have always considered it a first-class department in 
every way — first class, without any hesitation. 

Do you know the chief of the department? 

Yes. 

Have you got any opinion to express as to his ability ? 

I have not. 

. For or against? 

A. Except that I believe he is a first-class man, from my Knowl- 
edge of him. 

@. I suppose you have read the Fire Marsbal’s report? 

AOA partohat, sir. 

@. And in some portions of that, I suppose, you agree with 
him and in others you don’t? 

AL Yes: 

@. Now, Mr. Wise, do you believe that it would be good judg- 
ment on the part of this committee if it was in their power, and 
if not, to get legislation giving them the power, to have action 
taken that would compel all parties erecting buildings to have 
those buildings inspected before any electric wires for either 
lighting or motive power might be placed therein, and that to be 
done by the Department for Inspection of Buildings, and followed 
up to see that it was carried out? 

A. IJ certainly do. 

@. You believe that that would be good? 

A. I believe that would be wisdom. 

@. It would certainly help the owners of property to obtain a 
reduction of rates by the underwriters if a thorough inspection 
was made? 

A. Yés, sir; and to my mind would lessen the great number of 
losses which are now put down to *‘ origin unknown,” which pos- 
sibly, and probably, many of them —some of them at any rate — 
originate from the electric wires, imperfect insulation. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpny.) The statement has been 
made here, Mr. Wise, that in the main Hecht building the best 
portion of the wool taken out of that building was immediately 
where they played on it from those holes in the Rice building. Do 
you know whether that is so or not? 

A. The statement that I made? 

@. No, you didn’t make it, but it has been made here at these 
hearings, that immediately in the vicinity of that hole that was 
cut through the wall from the Rice building the best portion of 
the wool was taken out, and it was claimed that it was because 
they were able to put large quantities of water on the wool 
through these holes. What should you say to that; should you 
say it was so? 

A. No, I shouldn’t say it was so. 

@. Well, I merely wanted an expression of your opinion. Are 
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you posted on the losses and premiums of any of the other cities 
in the country? 

A. Yes, sir; I have been posted pretty considerably. 

(). Well, I don’t expect it right to the dollar, you know, but a 
sort of a fair, conservative estimate on it — do you know what the 
amount of the premiums is in New York? 

Yes, sir. 

About what? 

Something like five million dollars. 

Not over that? 

I should say not. 

Under it? 

I should say not — about five million dollars. 
About five million dollars ? 

IT should think so. 

That includes all the premiums? 

I should say so. 

Do you know what the premiums are in Chicago? 
I do not. 

You cannot even give an estimate on that? 

No, sir; not from my own knowledge. 

Have you it even from hearsay? 

No, sir; I have not. 

Not even from a Chicago underwriter ? 

No, sir; will you please put your question again? 
The question was whether you knew the amount of the pre- 
miums in Chicago? 

A. I said no, and you followed it up with another question. 

@. I said, didn’t you even know it from a Chicago under- 
writer ? 

wasuNo. 

@. I thought perhaps a Chicago underwriter might have told 
you? 

MAINO: 

@. You wouldn’t take that sort of testimony? 

ZING. 

@. (By Mr. Roprnson.) Was there any difference in the rates 
of insurance in the last large fire between the Ames building and 
the Brown-Durrell building. 

A, Yes. 

@. Apart from the difference made by the addition of automatic 
sprinklers? 

A. Oh, I should say it wouldn’t vary much; all in favor of the 
Brown- Durell building, I should say. 

(). Have you heard that the roof of the Brown-Durrell Building 
was the only portion that was unprotected, that all the rest was 
protected in some measure? 

A. IT have not; no, sir. You mean under the roof or over; 
you don’t mean inside, but on top of the building? 

@. On top of the building. 

A. It was an ordinary plank roof. 

Q. All covered with tar and gravel? 
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A, I presume it was; yes. 

@. Can you tell me, Mr. Wise, whether wool ever burns, or 
does the fire from the building injure it, scorch it? 

A. Oh, yes. 

@. Will it actually burn? 

A. It will actually fuse, which amounts to the same thing, 
which destroys the fibre and therefore makes it useless? 

Q. But the oil from the wool will not burn, will it? 

A. Oh, yes; I never saw an oil that wouldn’t burn. 

Q. Well, it has been stated that you can take a handful of 
wool and twist it up so that a few drops of oil will exude from it, 
and that you cannot burn that oil by the application of a match. 

A. Oh, perhaps not from the application of a match; the 
fires usually start, perhaps, with the heat of a match, but it soon 
develops into a very intense fire that will burn oil or any other 
substance. 

@. Did you ever hear it said that it was cheaper in Boston to 
erect a building that was not slow combustion, with the risk of its 
burning down — that capitalists considered it a better investment 
than they did to construct a fire-proof building or a building as 
nearly fire-proof as buildings are? 

ANC: 

@. Did you ever hear that in the Ames building they had added 
automatic sprinklers, but that the water hadn’t been turned on? 

A. No. I know the automatie sprinklers were in the Brown- 
Durrell building and of course helped the department a great deal. 

@. You don’t know whether they were in the Ames building or 
not? 

A. No, I should say they were not. 

@. Do you state to me that they were not, or that the water was 
not turned on? 

A. Well, that I don’t know. There was no allowance made in 
the rate, I believe, for any sprinkler equipment. 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) I would like to ask Mr. Wise a question. 
Would you recommend that this committee should ask for the 
proper legislation that would prevent the use of tar and gravel for 
roof purposes ? 

A. I should say not. 

@. For what reason? 

A. I look ona tar and gravel roof as being a first-class roof, 
that, while it will burn, it will stop a fire if it is properly made — 
with a sufficient quantity of gravel. Of course, no roof, of tin or 
of copper or any substance, can stand a big timber or oil fire 
brought to bear on it, or even stand a brick wall falling on it. I 
know a tar roof will, of course, burn when it gets to going as well 
as any other substance. 

@. Mr. Wise, you have been a member of the City Government? 

Ae eR: 

@. Of course you have followed the proceedings more or less, 
as all members of the government do after they retire? 

Ani Men 

Q. Have you ever noticed that at any time the City Government 
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of the city of Boston was not always ready to grant all the fire 
apparatus and all the utensils that might be asked for to properly 
cope with fires that might occur in our city? 

A. No, I never have. I believe they have tried to give the 
department all the apparatus that they needed, and so enable them 
to cope with any fire that might start. 

@. Don’t you think that Boston, as a city, is as liberal in that 
direction as any other city in the United States? 

A. I should say so, without hesitation. 

@. (By Commissioner Murrny.) Just one more question — 
that is, to get your opinion. Don’t you think that the proper way, 
apart from the points that have been touched upon — that one of 
tbe principal things to avoid fire is the prevention of it? 

A. Certainly. 

@. And that if a department could be instituted under the su- 
pervision of the Fire Department which would keep run of busi- 
nesses of all kinds that are run in a careless way, in regard to 
combustible material, it would be a good thing? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Keeping it under their supervision, and preventing careless- 
ness, and thereby preventing the fires that result from it. Would 
not that do a great good? 

A. Oh, yes; and I understood that that was a part of the duties 
of the department to-day. 

@. Yes? 

A. To inspect, as far as buildings go, as to the quantities of 
gasolene and other substances that are kept in certain properties, 
in certain buildings. Sometimes, of course, they have a good deal 
larger quantity of such materials in those buildings than should 
be allowed. 

@. Well, don’t you think if that work was done by men whose 
business it was to do that and nothing else, and still have those 
men connected. with the fire service, that better results would come 
from it? 

A. I should think they would. 

@. Something after the style of the New York Bureau of Com- 
bustion, for example? 

A. Certainly. 

@. Of course, you realize that if firemen have to put out fires, 
inspect buildings, and look after the way business is conducted in 
a large city like ours, it is an utter impossibility to keep them up 
to the efficiency that might be desired in all these directions? 

A. J realize that a fireman cannot be an inspector at all times, 
but it would be a great help to the merchants. as well as to the 
underwriters, if there was somebody constituted to continually 
inspect the buildings, as we have to do in connection with our risks 
and in making up our rates. 

@. You would do it oftener than you do if you eould? 

A. Oftener than we do. I realize, of course, the fact that you 
people cannot do it as often as you would like to do? 
~® A. No, we would like to do it twice where we do it but once 
now. 
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@. And if it could’be done three times by you where it is done 
once now, so much the better? 

A. So much the better. 

Q. (By Mr. C.H. Diz, 2d.) Mr. Wise, I would like to ask you 
if you don’t think it would be’a wise departure in connection with 
the system of putting gas-pipes into buildings, that they should 
have a cut-off in the sidewalk for every mercantile building in the 
city, so as to stop the gas from burning ? 

A. It strikes me that isn’t of so much moment. 

@. Mr. Wise, I would like to ask you one other question, — if 
you have any knowledge as to the time after the fire alarm in the 
Ames building before that gas was cut off from that building ? 

A. No; I have no knowledge. 

@). Are you aware that there was a two-inch pipe running into 
that building and that it was reported by the papers that within 
ten or fifteen minutes that was burned off at the meter? 

A. Yes; I saw such a statement in the paper, but not in refer- 
ence to a two-inch pipe. 

@. Don’t you think it would be judicious in case of a fire, if 
these gas-pipes were placed in each building, with a cut-off in the 
sidewalk, the same as we have between the buildings and the water- 
mains, don’t you think that it would be a wise thing for the Fire 
Department to have the control of cutting off that gas? 

A. No; I wouldn’t say that, that I thought the Fire Depart- 
ment should have that in their control, but I should say that I 
think if it is to be an advantage to everybody, that somebody 
should have it under control. It strikes me that I wouldn’t put 
it on to the Fire Department, whose services at that time you 
speak of are needed more to look after the fire, to save it from 
spreading, than they would be to cut off the gas. 

@. Mr. Wise, I would like to ask you one other question — 
don’t yon think it would be more judicious for the Fire Depart- 
ment, as it is supposed to be first on the scene when an alarm of 
fire is given—don’t you think it would be more judicious that 
someone connected with the Fire Department should have the 
right to cut off gas instead of sending to the gas companies for a 
man to do it? 

A. Oh, I agree with you there —I think it would. 

@. Are you aware that at present the cutting off of the gas 
devolves upon the gas companies instead of the Fire Depart- 
ment? 

Yes. 

And that the order is issued by the chief to cut it off? 

By the chief of the Fire Department? 

iy es 

No, I wasn’t aware of that. 

I understand that that is the case. Now, I want to suggest, 
if the chairman will allow me — I won’t take but a moment — that 
we are trying to find out how to stop fires, and it seems to me that 
if we see fit and deem it wise, to save the city expense from 
people who use water and don’t pay for it, to a cut-off at every 
building in this city to cut off the water, it seems to me a great 
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deal more in the line of protection that we should have connected 
with every building a cut-off of gas. 

A. The same as electric wires. 

@. Yes, because that gas in the building I speak of was burn- 
ing for some time. From all the information I can get from the 
Fire Marsha!’s office or anybody else, nobody knows how long a 
time it was before that was cut off. And furthermore, there is 
one more thing. Supposing the fire had occurred at ten o’clock in 
the evening, and the people in the Brown-Durrell and other build- 
ings in the vicinity were trying to save their books and papers, if 
the same method that is in vogue to-day of cutting off the gas pre- 
vailed, where would they have been? It seems to me it is one of 
the most crude pieces of business that I ever heard of, that after 
we have been doing business here for a hundred years or more we 
have not come to the conclusion that there ought to be some way 
to cut off an inflammable material that is going into the buildings 
all the time while we are sending in all the water we can to put out 
the blaze. I haven’t met a business man who doesn’t think that 
something should be done in that line, to cut off the gas. 

The CHarrman. —I think the committee are very glad to re- 
ceive these suggestions from you, Mr. Dill. 


Additional Suggestions by C. H. Dirty, 2d. 


Mr. Dirty. — There is another suggestion, Mr. Chairman, which 
I would like to make, and I am personally interested in this matter. 

Mr. Wise. — I will say, Mr. Chairman, that Mr. Dill is a very 
large property owner and owns several large buildings, having a 
very large interest in real estate in Boston. 

Mr. Diixi. —If I badn’t a dollar in the city of Boston, loving the 
city as I do and its welfare, it would make no difference in my 
remarks. My property has nothing whatever to do with it, noth- 
ing whatever; but I should suggest, first, that Nathan Matthews 
should be endorsed in his efforts to reduce the floor area to six 
thousand feet. I have said several years that it ought to be five 
thousand, and when he went up to the State House the other day and 
recommended six thousand they pooh-hooed at him in the Senate 
because he came up there so often this winter. You cannot put 
out a quarter of an acre of flame with all the water that can be 
poured on by all the Fire Department apparatus there is in the 
eity of Boston. It is an impossibility. It becomes steam before 
it can get across the building, and five thousand feet of space is 
as much as we ought to have without a brick wall. ‘There is an- 
other thing that I would like to call attention to. The spread of 
fire in the Boston fire of 1872 was attributed iargely to mansard 
roofs, and I believe that they have been discarded since in the 
business portion of Boston. But what are we doing to-day, Mr. 
Chairman. Mr. C. U. Cotting, who controls more property than 
any other man in the city Boston, — and a gentleman whom we all 
respect for his business ability, — is allowing more cord wood to 
be piled up on top of the buildings in the business district of this 
city than all the mansard roofs there were in existence in 1872. 
The Boston Board of Fire Underwriters—-who have issued a 
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circular, which Mr. George O. Carpenter handed to me last Sun- 
day morning, and in which, of course, they increased the risks, as 
they say, according to the condition of things — make no differ- 
ence between a high building which has got a cord of wood on top 
of it and is strung with wires, and a four-story building that 
hasn’t got anything. Now, a little wisdom put into the consider- 
ation of this question in these districts will remedy a good many 
of the conflagratious which stigmatize now a certain portion of 
the city to the detriment of every property holder and every 
merchant. The things which have been allowed to go on have 
caused danger. It was nothing but a thoughtless piece of busi- 
ness and they are trying to rectify it now, and they ought never 
to have done it. 

@. (By the Cnarrman.) You make that application, I suppose, 
Mr. Dill, to the underwriters ? 

A. I do, sir. If there is any class of people, — and I am in 
their hands, my property may be rerated to-morrow double, — but 
if there is anybody in this city that is to blame for this more than 
anybody else, it is the underwriters, in my judgment. 

@. (By Mr. Wise.) In what way? I don’t understand. 

A. Well, Iam told that Mr. Paige said here the other day that 
a building in this city with a floor-space of fourteen thousand feet 
was rated at a half of one per cent. per annum. That was a build- 
ing containing inflammable material. Now, why should the same 
charges be made against me in a building with a floor-space, say, 
of less than fourteen hundred feet, and four stories high, with no 
inflammable materials in it? I don’t consider that that would be 
looked upon as good business. 

@. (By the Caairman.) Probably Mr. Wise might take it for 
less. 

A. Ipresume he would. if the commissions were large enough. 
Old Mr. Abbott was one of the best underwriters that the city of 
Boston ever had, and old Mr. Curtis and the Eliot Insurance Co. 
They never would make any such ratings. 

@. (By the CHarrmMan.) What do you consider the causes of 
recent fires, Mr. Dill? 

A. Electricity has much to do with it, but the moral risk in 
insuring property, Mr. Abbott always considered fifty per cent. 

@. (By Mr. Wise.) Did he ever charge that? 

A. I never asked him, sir, but he said he always considered 
that the moral risk was absolutely fifty per cent., and if I was an 
underwriter I shouldn’t write for some people at any price. Mr. 
Regan came down here to endorse just exactly what I am saying, 
and when he came on the stand, and stated that if the Boston 
underwriters would cease writing $5,000 policies on $500 worth of 
goods there would be less fires, he knew what he was talking 
about. Now, of course, the underwriters demand of us to insure 
our property at the full rate of value in order to get the greatest 
amount of premium they can, and the premium has a good deal to 
do with their judgment. When you touch a man’s business pocket 
you touch his heart in this life, and I say, in the old times, when 
the men who insured you had a personal interest on the stock of 
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the company and in its welfare and inspected every one of their 
risks themselves and didn’t write alike, we had notrouble in regard 
to insurance in the city of Boston, and the companies were paying 
ten per cent. dividends for fifty years. My father was interested 
in one of the companies, the Shoe & Leather, when I was a small 
boy, and always made ten per cent. dividends until the big con- 
flagration. 

@. And then lost it all? 

A. Lost all—the risk of business, I grant; but I think if there 
was more supervision at the present time there would be less 
trouble from fire, and if I live to the first day of July, I say this 
to the Boston Board of Underwriters, that whereas they have a 
supervision of the property in this city I will have a personal 
supervision of my own property every week. I don’t know of 
any great results from their supervision except a bucket of water 
and an axe. I came here the other day and one of this committee 
reported to me that some of my property had been examined by 
the underwriters that day and pronounced first class. Well, I 
said, ‘‘ I know that it isn’t first class, and I have been to work six 
months to correct it, and yhey sent somebody up there to examine 
it and they never found it” — 

@. (By the CuHarrman.) Well, never found what, Mr. 
Dill? 

A. Found the extra hazardous risk, which they are supposed to 
look for. 

@. They say it is first class? 

A. Virst class. 

@. And that is your own property ? 

A. My own property. That is the supervision that they give. 
Now, I don’t want to say anythirg about that, of course, but I 
want to talk frankly because I think frankness is in order, and if 
we are in a position to-day where we desire to be covered by insur- 
ance we should have the opportunity, but we certainly ought to 
conduct ourselves in a judicious manner and look out for our own 
interests in a proper way. For the present condition of affairs the 
city of Boston is partly to blame, the Board of Underwriters are 
partly to blame, the building laws are to blame, and the blame, of 
course, rests largely with the electric companies, which can be con- 
trolled by the city of Boston; and when we take hold of these things 
in earnest we can correct the evils in less than twelve months, in 
my opinion. 

Q. Mr. Dill, [ understood you to say that tak Panes, you met 
Mr. Carpenter ? 

A. I did, sir. 

Q). Well, are the underwriters doing business on Sundays now? 

A. He came into the Brunswick Hotel and I want to tell you 
why I spoke to him. I hada policy which came from his office 
Saturday morning cancelled on account of this conflagration 
manifesto, stigmatizing fire-proof buildings as being in the con- 
flagration district. I wouid like to know where the conflagration 
district of this city has been since 1872 except on six acres of 
land down around Bedford, Lincoln, and Kingston streets, where 
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the underwriters have lost six million dollars in four years? And 
yet they have stigmatized property where there hasn’t been any 
fire in the streets for ten yeurs. And the result is that they have 
frightened the very companies that they represent until they want 
to cancel the policies, and they are ready to write them at three 
or four times the prices they have been charging. 

@. Have you anything to say, Mr. Dill, or any suggestions to 
make, as to the efliciency or inefficiency of the Boston Fire De- 
partment? 

A. Not in the least, sir; not in the least. 

@. Asareal estate owner, what is your judgment, from your 
own observations, as to the ability of the present Fire Department 
to cope with fires ? 

A. Mr. Chairman, if we had properly constructed buildings we 
would not have so much trouble. We have buildings in this city 
to-day which the Board of Fire Underwriters have rated, which are 
insured, and which the underwriters are ready to insure again, in 
that same six acres of land, and I will bet a hundred dollars with 
any one of the underwriters to-day that they will lose what they 
have there within three years. They have got combustion build- 
ings. where they have lost twice, and ‘they have gone in there thrice ; 
and I will take the Fred Ames building as it is constructed to- -day 
down there: notwithstanding the fact that it has got some brick 
walls in it, it is sheathed up with wood, with some paints and 
varnishes on it, which would cause a great fire very quickly. 
Then take the Jordan-Marsh building which has been recon- 
structed — there isn’t any fire apparatus in the city of Boston 
that can put out fires in those buildings if they get started. It 
is an impossibility. You cannot throw a stream of water with 
your fire apparatus across a half-acre or quarter-acre of flame and 
expect to do any good. It becomes steam before it ever gets. 
through it. It is the fault of our construction, Mr. Chairman, 
and the sooner that we get through the Legislature this amend- 
ment which the mayor has sent up there that no building shall be 
built in the city of Boston — that is, for business purposes — with- 
out restricting the area to six thousand feet, the sooner, I think, 
we shall go a long ways towards stopping fires. 

@. (By Mr. Wistr.) Will the gentleman allow me to ask him 
a question? Mr. Dill, you state that you believe in constructing all 
the buildings properly, and that all those buildings that we have at 
the present day, or most of them, are not properly constructed. 
What would youdo with those— would you have the insurance 
companies decline every risk where the building was not properly 
constructed, as regards protection? 

A. Not by any means — that would be cutting our own throats. 

@. Or charge for what we thought the risk, the chances were, in 
case of fire, judging one hundred risks in the same category ? 

A. I will tell you what I would doif I were an underwriter. I 
would make a distinction between a floor-space of one thousand 
feet in an ordinary mercantile building, and a floor-space of four- 
teen thousand feet, used for storage. I wouldn’t write them both 
at the same price. There isn’t a thoughtful man to-day who would 
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have taken the risk on the Fred Ames building at ten per cent. 
per annum. Do vou know how it was constructed, and what there 
was in it? 

(). There was a fire wall referred to in the policy? 

A. Well, the Partridge Company had four stories and sub -let 
it, and there was only that twelve or fourteen-inch partition wall 
in that building. Of course when the fire got started the flame 
and smoke went right through the building. There was no ob- 
struction to it whatever. You understood that there was but one 
partition wall? 

Q. I understood that. 

A. And you wrote on it at half of one per cent. 

@. And you say that no underwriter should accept that at ten 
per cent. 

A. I would not have taken it at twenty-five, and I will give 
you an illustration of my position. Farwell, of Chicago, under- 
took to build a building two hundred feet square. The Board of 
Fire Underwriters, thoughtful men as they were, sent to Mr. 
Farwell and asked him to show his plans, and when they saw 
them they said to Mr. Farwell, ‘‘ You are going to construct that 
building, are you, in that manner?” He said, ** Yes, I am.” — 
‘¢ Well, [ want to say one thing to you right now, that if you con- 
struct that building you won’t be able to get any insurance,” and 
that ended it. The Boston Board of Fire Underwriters, if they 
took the same position, could have a great deal to do with the 
construction of buildings ip this city, and they would compel Mr. 
Ames and Mr. Jordan, and these people who are erecting these 
large area new buildings, to have them erected in a certain way, 
saying to them, ‘‘If you do so and so we cannot insure you,” and 
if that was done it would be in the interest of our whole com- 
munity. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpny.) I would like to ask Mr. 
Dill a question. He has showed his familiarity with Chicago 
affairs, and I would like to ask him this question: Do you know 
what the law is in New York in regard to the construction of 
large area buildings? 

A. I know nothing about New York. I only know from ob- 
servation what we pay for, and we pay for a good deal that we 
ought not to. We ought to have some action taken which will 
correct the matter ourselves. 


Statement by ALFRED M. BULLARD. 


By the CHAIRMAN.) Your full name, sir? 

. Alfred M. Bullard. 

Of the firm of Bullard & Davenport ? 

2 Yessir, ‘ 
And you are in the fire insurance business ? 

T am. 

And your place of business is where, sir ? 

93 Water street. 

And you have been in business some number of years? 
I have. 

How many? 
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A. Over twenty. 

Q. And represent many companies? 

A. Several. 

Q. Your firm, I understand by this petition, —I have a copy of it 
here before me, — signed the petition ? 

A, I did, yes. 

Q. You siened it yourself, sir? 

A. I did. 


@. For the firm ? 

A. For the firm, yes. 

Q. And that petition, I suppose, was brought to you by one of the 
fire underwriters ? 
No. 
It originated with them ? 
. Yes, undoubtedly. 
And I suppose, Mr. Bullard, that you read it very carefully ? 
. I think I did. 
And you are conversant with the first paragraph that is in it? 
I think so, yes. 
That is that «the administration of the Fire Department of this 
city needs to be greatly improved in order to check the needless destruc- 
tion of property,” etc. Now, can you state to the committee or suggest 
to the committee, Mr. Bullard, where the department might be im- 
proved in its efficiency ? ) 

A. No, I don’t think I can. 

@. Do you know of your own knowledge where there has been any 
faulty management or inefliciency ? 

A. Not of my own knowledge, no. 

Q. Have you ever been told that there was any inefficiency or faulty 
management by the department ? 

A. A great many times, yes, sir. 

@. By whom? 

A. I cannot tell you, sir. 

Q. When was the last time you heard there was any faulty manage- 
ment or inefficiency ? 
. I cannot tell you that. 
Was it in the Board of Fire Underwriters ? 
. No, I should say not. 
Among your personal friends ? 
I should say it was, yes. 
Has it been within a year ? 
Yes. 
Has it been within three months ? 
Yes, sir. 
Well, what did the conversation relate to, as to any individuals 
in the department or the department in the aggregate ? 

A. Well, in the aggregate. 

(. As to the whole department? 

A. Well, not particularly as to the rank and file. 

(. Notas to the rank and file ? 

A. Not that [ recall in regard to the rank and file. I don’t know as 
[ ever heard any adverse comment against the rank and file of the de- 
partment. I don’t think I ever did. 

Q. Was it against the administrative part of the department ? 

A. What do you mean by that — the commissioners ? 

Q. That is what I mean? 

A. No, I don’t know that I ever heard that question. 

Q. Have you ever heard any comments made as relates to a district 
chief of the department ? 

A. Well, I have, yes. 
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Q. Which one P 

A. I don’t remember. 

Q. Don’t remember. Have you ever heard anything in conversation, 
or very much in conversation, with your personal friends as to the 
ability of the present chief of the Fire Department ? 

A. I have. 

Q. Will you give the committee any idea of what that conversation 
was — as to where his ability was faulty ? 

A. No, I should prefer not to. 

(). You are one of the underwriters of Boston ? 

A. I beg pardon ? 

@. You are in the insurance business and are an underwriter. Are 
you a member of the Board of Underwriters ? 

A. Lam. 

@. And you signed this petition ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, you want to say to this committee, although there is infor- 
mation you may possess that would help to assist the Board of Under- 
writers, the property owners of Boston, and the department, that you 
would rather not state where the faulty management or the inability of 
any of the officers of the department is? 

I would rather not state it. 

Do you want to take that position? - 

I do. 

And do you want to maintain it now ? 

I prefer to, yes, sir. 

And still you complain of inefficiency ? 

I signed that petition. 

With that understanding, that it was in relation to some one in- 
dividual member of the department? 

A. I don’t know. I didn’t say I signed it in regard to any one indi- 
vidual member of the department. 

Q. I understand you to say that you had no fault to find with the rank 
and file of the department, that you had no fault to find with the admin- 
istrative part, which is the commissioners, who are the executive 
officers, and that you have heard comments made upon some of the . 
district chiefs and the chief engineer of the department ? 

A. You have repeated my evidence exactly. 

And that is true ? 

Yes, sir. 

That is the way I understand it. 

¥ es; sir: 

Now, you don’t want, then, to give this committee that evidence 
you possess that might lead to some conclusions that might be of bene- 
fit to the Board of Underwriters and property owners ‘of Boston, that 
the trouble might be remedied ? 

A. I should prefer not to. 

Q. Do you know from your own knowledge where you could cast 
any reflection upon the administration of the City so far as the amount 
of money they appropriate is concerned, and showing where it is not 
properly and judiciously expended in the depar tment > 

A. No, I don’t make any comments upon that point. 

Q. Now, is there any information, so far as the efficiency or inefli- 
ciency of the department is concerned, that has been asked you by any 
other persons during the past two months, other than what has been 
asked here — any other questions P 

A. I don’t understand your last question. 

Q. Lask youif youhayve appeared — I will putit more plainly to you 
—if you have appeared before any other committee or commission ? 

A, I have. 
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Q. And you maintained the same position there that you do here in 
relation to the district chiefs or the chief? 
No. 
You told them? 
I did. 
And you refuse to tell this committee ? 
. I should prefer not to. 
Now, Mr. Bullard, can you tell us why? 
. No, I should prefer not to. 
Conscientious scruples? 
I should prefer not to. It seems to me that answer is sufficient. 
You don’t suppose you would criminate yourself in any way P 
Oh, I am not afraid of criminating myself in the slightest de- 
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Then you have conscientious scruples ? 

No, I simply say that I should prefer not to. .It strikes me that 
good answer. 

Well, are you a resident of Boston ? 

IT am. 

In what part of Boston do you reside ? 

I live in Roxbury. 

Where? 

Roxbury. 

The Roxbury District ? 

The Roxbury District. 

And you, as a citizen of Boston, after you have made the state- 
ment that you have given evidence in relation to individual mem- 
bers of the department before another committee or commission, 
say that you want to refuse or prefer not to state your reasons before 
a committee of the City Council ? 

A. Exactly. 

Q. Have you got any reason why as against the committee of the 
City Council ? 

A. Not the slightest. 

Q. But I suppose from your social relations with the gentlemen who 
are on the commission that you could talk more freely because the 
hearing was held with closed doors ? 

A. Yes, I will say yes. 

@. You don’t want to be quoted ? 

A. I prefer not to. 

Q. As making any comments against the gentleman who is the chief 
or any of the district chiefs ? 

A. I prefer not to. 

Q. Ifthis committee went into secret session, would you state to the 
committee then your reasons ? 

A. Well, I don’t know, Mr. Chairman, I can’t tell you as to that. 

@. Well, do you know what the fire losses in Boston have been dur- 
ing the year 1892 ? 

A. In 1892? 

@. Yes, sir. 

A. I don’t remember. I cannot tell you from memory what they 
have been. I have heard, but I haven’t the figures before me. 

@. Do you know what the premiums are that are collected in Boston 
on fire risks ? 

A. I know what they were in 1892. 

Q. In round numbers you know? 

A. Yes; under three millions of dollars. 

Q. Do you know, or can you recall, about what the fire losses were in 
Boston during the past year, in 1892! p 

A. I don’t remember them in 1892. 
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(. You cannot state ? 

A. [ haven’t them in my mind. 

Q. Do you know how the fire losses in Boston compare with those of 
New York, Chicago, or Philadelphia? 

A. Well, do you mean per capita, by population ? 

Q. I mean the total, in the aggregate — we will get at a per capita 
and the valuations before we get through this hearing. Task you if 
you know ? 

A. No, I don’t know. 

Q). You don’t know what the premiums are that are paid in New 
York? 

A. I do not. 

QY. Nor in Chicago? 

A. I do not. 

A. Do you believe, Mr. Bullard, that the electric wires as they are 
now carried overhead, are a menace to property ? 

A. Very great. 

What would you suggest ? 

Taking them all away, every one of them. 

All of the wires, and place them underground ? 

. Every one of them. 

You would recommend that to this committee ? 

I certainly would, sir. 

That an ordinance be provided ? 

I certainly would, sir. 

That, I suppose, you were very strong upon in your arguments 
to the other gentlemen — that that would be one of the good things to 
do as far as the underwriters and citizens of Boston are concerned ? 

A. I don’t know whether I testified on that point, but if I was asked 
I should have said the same thing. 

Q. Have you any suggestions that you desire to offer that would im- 
prove the efficiency of the department ? 

A. No, none at all. 

Q. Do you believe they ought to have a new chief engineer ? 

A. I should prefer not to give an opinion of that, sir. I am not a 
fireman. 
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@. You are not a fireman ? 

AS NO, sir. 

@. Have you ever been to any fires ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q@. Have you seen the chief engineer at fires ? 

A. | have. 

Q. What is your opinion as to his manner and ability in handling 


fires P 

A. I don’t feel competent to judge, sir. 

(. Do you believe it would be an acquisition to the Fire Department 
by this committee recommending that there should be an appropriation 
sufficient to purchase a new fireboat to go along on the water front, and 
having such a boat provided ? 

A lvdavsir: 

@. You think that would be of some benefit? 

A. Very great. 

(. Do you know of any places in the business district of Boston, Mr. 
Bullard, where fire-alarm boxes are needed, more than they are now? 

A. I do not, sir. 

(Y. You believe that these large floor areas should be reduced by 
legislation of some kind P 

A. Very emphatically. 

(. What would you say would be a fair amount of space without the 
intervention of brick walls? 
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A. Oh, I should say the nearer you get down to five thousand feet, 
the safer and better it would be for the city. 

(). Have any of your companies instructed you during the past ninety 
days to cease writing risks P 


Ay NGOWeIr: 
(). Were you at the Hecht-building fire ? 
A. I was. 


(). At what time did you arrive there, Mr. Bullard? 

A. I should say about nine o’clock. 

(). The department was at work then ? 

A. They were. 

(). Had they the fire under control at that time? 

A. Lshould say practically under control. 

(). Did you see any of the district chief engineers there that morn- 
ing ? 

‘A No, not enough to form any opinion whatever, sir. 

(). Did you see the chief engineer of the department? 

A. I don’t think I did. 

(). Have you ever had any talk with him personally ? 

A. No;I1 believe I met him once in our Board of Underwriters, in 
our room at the Board. 

QY. How long ago? 

A. I think it was after the Thanksgiving fire, very shortly. 

(). That was in November, 1889 ? 

A. It was just after that. 

(). And did he impress you as being aman who was competent to 
cope with fires, at that time ? 

A. I didn’t study him with that idea. 

Q. Then you never have made a study of the science of fighting 
fires ? 

A. Not the slightest. 

(. Have you ever made any study of the ability of the gentlemen 
who are at the head of the Fire Department to cope with fires, — I don’t 
mean the commissioners, because they are not supposed to ? 

A. Well, no, never. ; 

(@. Did you personally have any talk with Mr. Webber on the oc- 
casion you refer to in November, 1889 ? 

A. Oh, if I did, it was perfectly formal. I don’t know as perhaps I 
even spoke to him — well, I spoke to him, of course. 

(. Did you ever tell the chief that you thought he was one of the 
best chief engineers that Boston ever had ? 

A. I never did. 

@. Do you believe that he is to-day ? 

A. I do not. 

@. You do not? 

ASN OYBIT: 

Q. Well, why? 

A. I cannot tell you, sir. 

@. You cannot tell ? 

A. No, sir. 

. Youhave formed an opinion and cannot tell the reasons why ? 

ALN oO; 

Did you ever tell any of the underwriters what your opinion was 
as to his inability to cope with fires ? 

A. I don’t know that I ever did. 

() Have you ever told any of your personal friends what your opin- 
ion of him was ? 

FAW GT 8 

%. Well, what is your opinion of him as a fire-fighter, as a man able 
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to cope with large conflagrations and small ones, taking it in the ag- 

regate P 

A: Well, I should say he is better able to cope with a small one than 
a large one. 

@. Well, on what grounds do you base that ? 

A. I cannot tell you, sir. 

" Q. You can’t tell? 

A. NO. 

Q. Do you think there was any mismanagement at the Hecht fire, 
from your observation P 

A. J think the fire spread more than it should. 

Q. Where? 

A. Into the Summer-street buildings, the Preston and Constant build- 
ings. 

0. Do you know what the condition of the Hecht building was when 
the alarm was rung in and when the department arrived there? 

A. Ido not. 

Q. Have you read the Fire Marshal’s report ? 

A. I only knew it from that, I wasn’t there. 

Q. That is what you based your idea on about the condition of the 
fire when the department arrived there ? 

A. That is all I have read about it. 

Q. Well, now, can you call to mind what the language was used in 
the Fire Marshal’s report about the condition of the building upon the 
arrival of the department at that fire P 

A. No, sir, I cannot. 

@. You have read it? 

A. I did read it, yes, sir. 

Q. And I suppose that you just read it once over? 

A. That is all. 

Q. Well, do you know whether he stated in that that it was just in its 
incipient stages a small fire or whether it was a roaring furnace when 
the depar tment arrived ? 

A. To tell you frankly, sir, it left no lasting impression upon me at 
all. I don’t remember what he said now, but I do remember reading 
his report. 

Q@. And that is where you formed your opinion of the chief of the Bos- 
ton Fire Department as to his inability to cope with large conflagra- 
tions P 

A. Well, I didn’t say that. 

Q. Task you. 

A. No, I didn’t form my opinion of his inability from that. 

Q. Well, your opinion must be formed undoubtedly by your own ob- 
servations ? 

A; Yes. 

Q. Then it wasn’t the Hecht-building fire P 

A. Not alone. 

Q. What other fire could it have been; what large conflagration ? 

A. Well, large conflagration ? I always felt that the loss of the so- 
called Daniel Webster building on Summer street was certainly a very 
unfortunate result for the Fire Department. 

Q. Did that fire get outside of that building | P 

A. I believe it did not. 

Q. Well, isn’t it laid down in the science of fighting fires that if a fire 
has got large headway, and it is confined to “the one building, the 
building in which it originated, isn’t that considered to be a well man- 
aged fire, among the underwriters ? 

‘A. I don’t think so; I shouldn’t say so. 

Q. Well, why? 

A. Because | think it ought to be put out. 


a a —— 
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Q. Why ‘‘ ought to be put out”? 

A. I couldn't tell you why, but that is seid you wanted to know, 
what I thought. 

@. Did you know where the fire originated in the building? 

A. I did not. 

@. Nor the condition of the building when the department arrived 
there ? 

A. I did not. 

(. And where did you get your information from, Mr. Bullard ? 

A. Well, I felt that a building that had but little merchandise in it, 
but very little indeed, that it could hardly be expected to become a 
total wreck before the fire was put out. 

Q. Do you know what the total loss on that building was, sir? 

A. I don’t remember. 

@. Do you know at what amount the fire loss was adjusted by the 
underwriters ? 

A. I cannot remember. 

Q. Did you carry any line on the building ? 

A. I carried a line in it. 

Q@. In the building — on merchandise ? 

A. On merchandise. 

Q. Was there any salvage P 

A. I think not, sir. 

@. Do you know? 

A. I cannot answer for a fact. 

Well, now, you don’t know the cause of the spread of the fire in 
the building ? 

A. Ido not. 

@. You don’t know what the total loss was? 

A. I don’t remember what the total loss was. 

@. You don’t know what the losses were adjusted for? 

A. I don’t remember what they were adjusted for. 

Q. And you don’t know what the salvage was ? 

A. I don’t remember, sir. 

Did the Fire Department get the fire in the building under con- 
trol so that it wasn’t necessary ‘to have it wholly reconstructed? Did 
any of the walls have to be taken down? 

A. I cannot remember. 

@. That was one of the matters, I suppose, that you discussed before 
the commission — the Daniel Webster building ? 

A. It was. 

(). Was there any information that you gave there or any questions 
asked that vou didn’t give here in relation to that fire ? 

A. Not that [ remember, sir. 

@. And upon that fire is where you base yourjudgment and criticise 
the inability of the present chief of the Fire Department ? 

Aw 2¥ eB: 

@. Do you believe, Mr. Bullard, that if a recommendation was made 
by this committee for the framing of an ordinance asking for legislation 
whereby the department for the inspection of buildings Would examine 
all buildings where they were to be wired for electric lights or for 
motive power, that it would be a good thing for the under writers and 
the property owners generally ? 

A. Most excellent. 

(@. And you would advise not only the examination of the wiring of 
the building, but that a continued examination would be kept up? 

A. Most emphatically. 

Q. Did you, Mr Bullard, at the time of the Daniel Webster-building 
fire, — I understood you to say you were present at the fire in the Daniel 
Webster building, on Summer street, — did you at that time make any 
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complaint to the chief magistrate of the city, to the City Council, or to 
the Board of Fire Commissioners ? 

A. I did not. 

Q@. And youhave never made any complaint to the Board of Fire Com- 
missioners as to what was in your judgment the faulty management of 
either the individual you refer to, or any other member of the depart- 
ment ? 

ANG Ver: 

Q. And the only complaint that you have ever made, and stated your 
reasons, was when you appeared before the other committee as to the 
chief engineer of the Boston Fire Department, three years later ? 

A. That is the only complaint I ever made. 

@. And that is the only recommendation other than what we have 
talked over — that is, as to the fire-boat and the inspection with the rec- 
ommendation you made in that respect—that you would have to 
make ? 

A. That is all. 

Q@. Did you have any lines on the Hecht building, Mr. Bullard? 

A I did. 

@. Were you always aware of the fact that there was no watchman 
in that building ? 

A. J was not aware whether there was or not, I didn’t know. 

Q. Well, you have heard so since? 

A. I think I have heard so; I am pretty sure. 

Q. Now, what would you say as to the taking of risks where a build- 
ing was left entirely alone without a watchman in it, a building of the 
size of that building ? 

A. Well, what do you mean as to the taking of risks? — would I 
take a risk of that kind? 

Q. And knowing that there was no watchman ? 

A. I should. 

@. You should? 

A. I should. 

Q. At the price fixed by the Board of Underwriters, or would you 
make your own rate P 

A. I should probably write at the price, if I wrote at all, made by 
the Board of Underwriters. 

Q. Then when you take risks you depend entirely on their judgment ? 

A. Very largely. 

Q. There are times, I suppose, when you feel that it is rather a 
hazardous risk, that you look it up yourselves. 

@. And have there been any risks that the Board of Underwriters 
have passed that you have refused to take — have you ever refused to 
take such risks? 

A. Lhave. 

Q. You have? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then it makes no difference in the rate as fixed by the Board of 
Underwriters whether or not there is a watchman in a building — you 
would take the line? 

A. I would. 

Q@. Can you tell how many insurance companies there are in Boston 
who do not belong to the Boston Board of Fire Underwriters ? 

A. I cannot. 

Q. Do you remember whether at any meeting of the Board of 
Underwriters they contemplated making any charge against the Boston 
Fire Department for its inefficiency ? 

A. I never remember any meeting held for that purpose. 

Q. Did you ever, at any meeting of the Board of Underwriters where 
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you were present, hear anything said against the chief of the Boston 
Fire Department? 

A. Not that I remember of, sir. 

Q. Have you ever visited any of the other cities of the country, Mr. 
Bullard, made any examination of the Fire Departments ? 

A. None at all. I have visited other cities, but never made any 
examination. 

Q. No examination —that is what I mean. Did you ever read the 
rules of the Boston Fire Department ? 

A. Never. 

(. Never read them ? 

A. Never. 

@. Then do you know anything of your own knowledge as to the 
discipline of the Boston Fire Department ? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Have you anything to say as to its discipline? Would you sug- 
gest any improvement? 

A. Well, I should prefer not to, not knowing anything about it. 

@. Do you know anything in relation to the ordinances governing 
the Fire Department of the city of Boston? 

A. I do not. 

@. Have you ever read them? 

A. I have never read them. 

@. Do you know, or have you ever heard it commented upon by 
either the Board of Underwriters or any of your personal friends, of 
any delay that was eccasioned by the department in getting to the 
Hecht-building fire ? 

A. I think not. 

Q. Then I suppose you would agree with the Fire Marshal that upon 
the arriving of the department there the entire interior of the Hecht 
building was a roaring furnace ? 

A, I think it is very possible. It may have been. 

@. Have you ever made any comments about the cutting of a hole 
through the wall, or heard any ? 

A. I have. 

@. What is your judgment, Mr. Bullard, in relation to that? 

A. I would prefer to have walls remain as they were built. 

Q. You would prefer to have the walls remain without a hole being 
cut through if, from a scientific standpoint, the parties in charge of that 
fire thought they could stop the spread of that fire and save property by 
cutting them through? 

A. I think I should prefer to have the wall remain as built, to have 
a fire wall remain as built. 

Q. No matter, if by cutting a hole it should save property ? 

A. I should say so, yes, sir, in my judgment. 

. (By Commissioner Murpuy.) I should like to ask a question. 
Did I understand you to say, Mr. Bullard, that you didn’t remember 
anything about the facts connected with the starting of the fire in the 
Webster building, as you call it ? 

A. I don’t think I remember any thing about the start. 

(). You don’t remember how far the fire was ahead before the alarm 
was sent in? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Now, supposing the circumstances were something like this— 
supposing the building had just had electricity turned on to it the day 
before or that morning, and supposing that the building got well afire 
inside, so that the fire was first seen bursting out of the windows in the 
rear — in other words the fire in the building was pretty well under 
headway before it was discovered — if a building was afire under those 
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circumstances would you feel as though you wanted to ¢riticise ay Fire 
Department for that particular fire? 
do. 
You would ? 
Yes. 
Sure of that? 
Quite. 
Well, with the building all going? 
Yes, sir; all gone. 
You would still criticise ? 
Yes, sir. 
And you would still think they were inefficient? 
I should. 
Well, don’t you think that is a little extreme? 
No. 
In other words, if a building is all going in full blaze, because it 
is not put out the Fire Depar tment is to blame? 

A. You don’t put the question properly — you don’t say whether the 
building is filled with merchandise or not. 

@. Wait a moment, I will correct the mistake and put the question 
properly. [Iam supposing a case to you and J am perfectly willing to 
have a little merchandise or no merchandise, whatever suits you, just 
for the purpose of getting your expression of opinion. If a building 
with little merchandise or no merchandise has been wired and electric 
current let on to it, and the supposition is that the building gets afire 
from electricity dissipated all through the building, if that building gets 
well going on the inside so that the “fire is first discovered from the rear 
windows bursting out and the alarm is given in that way, whether you 
think the department to blame for not getting that fire out that is 
already in there, — with some merchandise or no merchandise, just as 
you please? 

2 aeYcRsy 

@. You think they are to blame ? 

Aa W102 

Q. Well, under those circumstances, take any building that is all 
agoing, if the Fire Department doesn’t get it out without any considera- 
ble loss they are to blame, according to that theory of yours? 

A. Not at all, sir. 

(). Kindly explain the discrepancy. 

A Isay that a building all afire, a practically empty building afire, 
is very different, in my opinion, from a building filled from top to 
bottom with merchandise. 

Q. I will agree with you there, but there is sored in the con- 
struction of an empty building to burn ? 

A. Undoubtedly. 

(). Yes, the wooden floors ? 
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A. Yes. 
Q. And the wooden joists ? 
AVY OS sir. 


Q. And the beams, pieces of timber laid down — taking a building 
now with or without merchandise, just as you please P 

A.) Yes; sir. 

(). Don’t you think those things would cause a fire pretty difficult to 
put out, make a sufficiently hot fire to destroy a building, provided 
the alarm is not sent in in time? 


A. No. 
@. You don’t think so? 
A. No. 


A. Well, I haven’t any objection, Mr. Bullard, to telling you the 
facts and asking you your judgment again — in this case of the Web- 
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ster building, the electric wires entered the elevator well, with the doors 
open, I believe, on each floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. — You may ask him the question and see what he 
knows, and give your testimony later on. 

Commissioner MurpHy. — I was giving him the facts in this particular 
case. 

The CHAIRMAN. — Well, the committee will get them from you. 
Ask him the questions, and let him answer. Find out what he knows. 

Q. (By Commissioner MurPHy.) Now, have you visited any of the 
fire departments of other cities, Mr. Bullard P 
Never. 
Never have seen any of them ? 
Well, I have seen them —I have seen them going to fires. 
Ever seen them at a fire P 
. I think —I don’t know that I ever did. 
Ever been in an engine-house in another city ? 
I presume I have, but I cannot tell you where. 
Then, pr actically, as far as the fire departments of other cities are 
concerned, Mr. Bullard, you are not in a position to give us any infor- 
mation now ? 

A. Simply hearsay, nothing else. 

@. You have been to other cities, have you not? 

MY as, sire 

Q@. Let me see, were you not the Mr. Bullard who went for the com- 
mittee of the underwriters to other cities with reference to investigating 
this co-insurance clause ? 

A. I was the Mr. Bullard who went. 

Q. That is what I thought; and you investigated that matter in other 
cities ? 

A. 68: 

@. And you didn’t visit the fire departments at all at that time ? 

A. I did not. 

Q. Didn’t think it of sufficient importance in connection with this par- 
ticular question of insurance ? 

A. I did not. 

. To look at the fire departments of other cities and see how they 
were run? 


po ee 


A. No. 
Q. What they did, etc. ? 
Mae NO: 


May Task this question of you, I don’t know whether you are 
compelled: to answer it or not— how did you find that co-insurance 
clause worked in other cities? 

A. Very well. 

Q. Did they work it in other cities the same as they tried to work it 
in Boston? 

A. We are working it in Boston as they work it in other cities. 

(. In other cities did they make a discount of fifteen per cent. for 
a ninety per cent. insurance? 

A. The rules in regard to that matter are different in all cities—they 
are different in different cities. 

Q. Well, I merely ask you that question for information. That was 
the rule in Boston for a while, was it not ? 

A. I think the most favorable rule is in Boston of any city. 

Q. Well, the rule in Boston for quite a while was fifteen per cent. dis- 
count for ninety per cent. insurance ? 

A. On buildings. 

Q. That was the rule —that is, in other words, they would give 
ninety per cent. insurance to people cheaper than they would eighty? 

A. Yes, you have hit it. 
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Q. Changed that? 

Ape yes; sir. 

(. Did you find any such rule in effect in other cities where they were 
getting co-insurance? 

A. Well, that-was one of my own mistakes. 

Q. Oh, you are the responsible party ? 

A. I am one of them. I don’t take all the blame, but I take my 
share. 

@. You are one of the parties that made that rule P 

A. Yes, sir; and one of the parties who took it back. 

Q@. Well, you don’t remember what the insurance on the Webster 
building was, do you? 

A. Not from memory. 

@. How much did you lose on it? 

A. Oh, I cannot tell you, Mr. Murphy, from memory. 

Q. Oh, I don’t want it just to the dollar. 

A. But I don’t remember, couldn’t tell vou, haven’t the slightest 
recollection ; there have been so many losses since that I cannot carry it 
all in my head. 

@. You say ‘‘so many losses since ” ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Do you mean since the 1st of January, or previous P 

A. You ask about the Webster building, and that is what I am refer- 
ring to — not since the first of January. 

Q. Well, previous to the first of January ? 

A.*Y es, sir: 

@. From the time of the Webster fire to the first of last January, do 
you mean to say there had been enormous losses in Boston? 

Didn’t say that. 

I am trying to get at what you did say. 

I said a great many losses. 

What do you mean by ‘‘a great many losses ” ? 

Oh, I cannot tell you. 

Do you mean to tell me that from the time of the Webster-build- 
ing fire, or just previous to the ep Malaes building fire — the Webster- 
building fire took place February 2, 1890 — from January, 1890, to Jan- 
uary, 1893, do you mean to tell me that the losses in Boston have been 
enormous or great as compared with other cities ? 

A. No, I didn’t say they had been. 

@. You don’t mean to even infer that ? 


Ashonoe 


tO. 
Y. You don’t remember what they were for those three years, do 
you? 


A. No, I cannot remember. 

Q. You cannot even approximate ? 

A. I cannot; I know what you are driviug at. I am willing to tell 
you that the losses have been light in Boston for the last year or two, 
prior to this year. 

Q. No, Lam not driving at that particularly. I want to get informa- 
tion, that is all Iam after. 

A. I will tell you all [ can remember; I cannot remember the amount 
of losses. 

Q. I don’t want to make the losses out light. I wanted to get a little 
information and 1 had an idea that I might “possibly get it from you. 

A. I might be able to say that, I ought to be able to tell you, but I 
ye carry figures in my mind, any length of time, you know. 

(By the CHAIRMAN. ) Iwant to ask you just one question, Mr. 
Bull ard — if in your opinion any fire engineer could have handled that 
ar Bes the Daniel Webster building any y better than the chief engineer 
i 
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A. Oh, I don’t know. I couldn’t name anybody. 

Q. Have you ever heard anybody suggested that would make a good 
chief engineer for the Boston Fire Department ? 

A. Ihave. 

@. Well, who was he? 

A. I should decline to say, sir. 

@. Well, aman having sufficient ability, in your judgment, to cope 
with fires ? 

AY GE. 

Q. Well, why won’t you give the committee the information, so that 
they may be led up to recommend the change ? 

A. I should prefer not to. 

Q. Was it Mr. Regan? 

A. I decline to say, sir. 

@. And as an underwriter of Boston, and petitioning here for an in- 
vestigation of the causes of the recent fires, and you knowing of such a 
man being suggested, would want to refuse to answer that question ? 

A. I do, sir. 

Q. Was it Mr. Abbott, of the Protective Department? 

A. I decline to say, sir. 

Q. Well, you have talked with him in connection with it ? 

A. I decline entirely to discuss that question ? 

@. You don’t desire to discuss that ? 

ANG 

@. You don’t desire to give the committee any information that may 
be in your possession which would lead it to come to conclusions that 
would be for the benefit of the Boston Board of Underwriters, and the 
the citizens of Boston, whose property you insure ? 

apes: 

@. Do I understand that is your position ? 

A. That is my position. 

Q. And you positively state here now that it wasn’t Mr. Regan or 
Mr. Abbott who were talked over ? 

A. I positively decline to state anything about it. 

Q. But you did tell the other commissioners who you thought 
would make a good and eflicient chief engineer for the Boston Fire 
Department ? 

A. I did not. 

Q. Then that is some information that you have kept within your 
own confines ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you give that to the committee if the committee were in 
executive session, Mr. Bullard ? 

No. 
Do you think that Mr. Abbott would make an excellent chief ? 
. Lam not discussing the point at all, sir. 
. We are trying to get at it to find out. 
Well, I have nothing to say on it at all, practically. 
But you have discussed the question ? 
Y 6s: 
You didn’t discuss it at the Brunswick Hotel, did you? 
No, never. 
Didn’t discuss it in the Hotel Copley ? 
Never. 
Or in the Parker House ? 
. Never. 
But you have discussed it, though, at a meeting of the Board of 
Fire Underwriters ? 
A. Never. 
Y. You have discussed it at that office ? 
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Possibly. 
You have discussed it with Mr. Osborn Howes, jr. ? 
I don’t remember that I ever did. 
Well, isn’t it possible that you did? 
No — it is possible that I did, but I certainly don’t remember of 
ever ‘having done it. 
Q. Do you believe it would be good judgment to abolish the whole 
Board of Fire Commissioners ? 
A. I didn’t say so. 
Q. Lask your own judgment as a citizen of Boston P 
A. And what do you mean, have no Fire Commissioners ? 
@. Have one man at the head, a chief engineer, having full control 
of the executive and administrative business of the department? 
A. Well, I am not sufficiently versed on that to say as to that. 
Q. Well, have you never talked it over ? 
A. I have. 
Q. And what conclusions did you arrive at? 
A. Well, my conclusions have been that a commission of one would 
be as good as a commission of three. 
@. And are you one of the directors of the Board of Fire Under- 
writers P 
We have no directors. 
You have a president? 
We do. 
And a clerk ? 
A secretary. 
Mr. Whittemore is the president ? 
AGS, 
And considered by you the chief executive officer of the Board of 
erwriters ? 
No. 
Well, who is the chief executive officer ? 
The secretary. 
The secretary is the chief executive officer ? 
Yes, 
Is that under foreign laws that that comes? 
Not that | am aware of. 
Do you know what your code of laws is, what your organization 
is based on, whether it is on the American or on the foreign law? 
A. Well, I should say American. 
Q. Well, is that an American idea, that the chief executive officer is 
the secretary, as a general rule ? 
It is in the Boston Board of Underwriters. 
That is the way they put it? 
Yes: 
Is the secretary a member of the Board of Fire Underwriters ? 
He is not. 
And stiil you say he is your chief executive officer ? 
I say I should call him so, sir. 
You should call him so? 
Yes, sir. 
Well, is he rated so in your by-laws ? 
I don’t know as we have any by-laws. 
Have you got any rules ? 
Well, very few. 
You have a rule which says what shall constitute a quorum in 
your Board? 
A. I presume we have, but I don’t remember it. 
Q. You haven’t read the rules, then, very carefully, and you haven’t 
read that ? 
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A. No. 

(. And your business is all done through committees ? 

A. Very largely. 

@. Well, you, of course, subscribe towards the support of the Boston 
Protective Department? 

A. My companies do. 

Y. Yes, your companies ; that is what I mean, of course, through you. 
I suppose you are the chief executive officer of your companies, in 
Boston ? 

A. Well, I am their agent in Boston. 

Q. Well, ‘‘agent;” that is a new way of putting it. Now, your 
Protective Department is constituted in what way, by a president ? ° 

A. A board of directors. 

@. And a president ? 

A. One of the directors is chosen president by the Board. 

@. Well, he is the president and he must be, of course, one of the 
Board of Directors before he can become president ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The Board of Directors are all elected by the Board of Fire 
Underwritérs of Boston? 

A. They are. 

Q. Well, wouldn’t it be just as well that that department might be 
managed by one man, — would you believe in that rather than manage- 
ment by a Board of Directors ? 

A. Possibly. 

Q. Possibly. Well, would you advise that as strongly as you would 
in the Boston Fire Department, I mean ? 

ALUNG: 

Q. Well, which department would you prefer to have a one-headed 
commission, the Protective Department or the Fire Department ? 

A. What do you mean, whether they should have a one-headed com- 
mission ? 

Q. Well, supposing you had your choice, what department would 
you suggest should have the one-headed commission, the Boston Pro- 
tective Department, of which you pay a share towards its support, or 
the Boston Board of Fire Commissioners ? — of course, you pay towards 
the support of them also, I want that understood. 

A. I don’t know that I understand you. 

Q. If you were to have your choice, if you were to express an opin- 
ion now. You say now, that ycu believe that the Boston Board of Fire 
Commissioners might be composed of a one-headed commission ; that is, 
one man, and you say that possibly the Protective Department might. 
Now, I say if you were going to have your choice as a business man of 
Boston, and it was left to you to determine which would be the one- 
headed commission, which would you say ? 

A. The Fire Department of the city of Boston. 

Q. Spending a million and a quarter dollars, with eight or nine hun- 
dred men, and the Protective Department spending about sixty thou- 
sand dollars and with probably forty men, or sixty in the aggregate. 
Then that is your judgment ? 


Our Protective Department is practically managed by one man. 
But you have a Board of Directors ? 

We do. 

And your department is managed by whom — by the president ? 
No. 


By the superintendent ? 
The superintendent is the executive officer of the department. 
Then you have an executive officer not in the Board of Directors, 
not in the Board of Underwriters, in the Protective Department? 

A. We do. 
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(). You call your superintendent, then, your executive officer ? 

A. No, we donot. We call him superintendent. 

(). What should you say if your superintendent appeared here and 
said he took no orders unless he got them from the Board of Directors 
of the Boston Protective Department ! e 

A. That whatever he testified to would be the truth. 

Q. Then you don’t know anything about the workings of the depart- 
ment to which you contribute, do you? 

a Qhy. Ves, sire 

Q@. Only in a general way ? 

A. Only in a general way. 

Q. You couldn’ t, I suppose, Mr. Bullard, give one of the rules of 
your department ? 

A. Not from memory. 

@. And you don’t know what the tour of inspection of the men in the 
department is, or as to its workings, at all? 

A. Not fully, no. 

Q. Notfamiliar with it ? 

. No. 

(By Commissioner Murpuy.) Another question about that Web- 
ie ‘building —I have got the data which I didn’t have when I formu- 
lated the question to you. You said you didn’t know what the loss was 
or what the insurance was on that building? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did I understand you to claim that the loss was total on the con- 
tents, no salvage? 

A. Well, on whose stock —it is so remote that I cannot remember. 

Q. Well, on the stock of the Webster building. 

vols Well, Mr. Murphy, there were several occupants of that building 
— Claflin, Coburn, & Co., as [ remember, had something like ten thou- 
sand dollars or eleven thousand dollars of merchandise. I think that 
was all they had, and then there was another leather man in the base- 
ment and some of his stock was not all destroyed. 

Q. Did you claim that it was a total loss on the building ? 

A. I didn’t insure the building, and I don’t remember. I should say 
it was, very nearly. 

Q. Well, what do you say to these figures: Insurance on contents, 
$477,500 P 

A. Yes. 

Q. What do you say to this. Insurance on building, $175,000 ? 

A. Yes. Well, now, what do you want me to say as to that? 

Q. Loss on contents, $42,720; loss on building, $45,299? In other 
words, according to these figures there was a total insurance of in the 
neighborhood — on contents and building — of between $600,000 and 
$700, 000, and there was a loss of $88, 000 on contents and building. 
What have you got to say to that, Mr. Bullard? 

A. I think I can answer that in this way: you have given the amount 
of insurance, and amount of loss, but haven’t given the amount of 
value. 

Q. Lask you what you have to say about these figures ?P 

A. I say that that is my answer. The property, Claflin & Coburn’s 
stock, was very, very largely over-insured. 

Q. Well, there cannot be any question of the building. The building 
was insured for $176,000. That was the value of the building, and the 
building, as I have stated, was damaged $45,000 worth. . In other 
words, the building was damaged about twenty per cent. ; oh, well, put 
it a little over that, say between twenty to twenty-five per cent. 

A. If your fioures are correct that would be so, but I think you are 
very far wrong when you say the total amount of insurance on the build- 
ing was $176,000. I cannot conceive that it was so. 
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Q. Well, these are the figures, and I am frank to tell you what I get 
them from — 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, I don’t propose to have the time of the com- 
mittee taken up here in this way. If Mr. Bullard doesn’t know we will 
have it from you later on. 

(Referred to later in hearing by Commissioner Murphy.) 


Statement by ALEXANDER S. PORTER. 


Q. (By the CHAIRMAN.) Your full name, sir? 

A. Alexander S. Porter. 

@. Of the firm of J. W. Porter & Co. ? 

A. No, sir; Alexander S. Porter, 27 State street, Real Estate Broker. 
I am not an insurance broker, sir, at all; [ama real estate broker. 

Q. Well, you signed a petition, Mr. Porter, as one of the property 
holders of the real estate and auction board ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Y. That is a corporation of which you are a member, I suppose? it 
is w corporate body P 

A. Itis; yes, sir. 

@. ‘*No action could be more welcome to the fire commissioners 
than this, assuming, as they do, that the investigation is to be conducted 
by those who have no business association or close affiliations of any 
kind with either the underwriters or the Fire Department.” Can you 
make any suggestions wherein we could improve the efficiency of the 
department? 

A. I don’t consider myself competent to do that, sir. That is, if you 
will pardon me, I am one of the directors in the Real Estate Exchange, 
and all improvements pertaining to real estate are first and last brought 
before us, and there was considerable talk, as we all know, after the 
Summer-street fire —a great deal of talk and a good deal said in the 
newspapers about it, and one or two members of the Exchange — not 
the Executive Committee, but several of the members — suggested that 
this petition be sent in, under the excitement of the moment, and the 
petition was brought to me after having been signed by Mr. Moses 
Williams, who is our president, and 1 signed it, and it was likewise 
signed by several other members. As far as I know, it was no part of 
our duty at all to criticize, nor did we wish to criticise in any way, the 
efficiency of the Fire Department. I certainly am not here for that pur- 
pose, because I have always been proud of the Boston Fire Department 
and have every reason to be so. Jama property owner here and have 
had property and buildings here of my own and I have always thought 
it a very eflicient service, and this petition was not signed with any 
such animus at all. It was simply to join the public demand for finding 
out whether or not that fire, or those fires in that neighborhood, were 
properly managed or not. 

Q. And asI understand you it was due in a great measure to the 
great clamor that was being made that fires were not being handled 
properly that these petitions were circulated ? 

A. Iso understood it, so understand it, yes. 

Q. And youhave no suggestions tomuke whereby we might improve 
the department at all, Mr. Porter ? 

A. | have one, although [ am not an expert, sir. 

Q. Well, we will be glad to receive any suggestions you may 
make, sir. 

A, I think the first suggestion will be to have the inspector of build- 
ings prevent buildings being put up finished off in pitch pine, in the 
first place, and having areas covering twenty five thousand and 
thirty thousand feet of ground. So long as people are allowed to 
build buildings like that in the heart of a great city there must be 
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conflagrations that no fire department can cope with. The last fire 
we had was a perfect marvel to most of the people I have seen, and 
the efficiency of the Fire Department was apparent to everyone. We 
all saw that fire and no one supposed we would get off as we did. 
I happened to be one of the owners in a moderate degree of the Brown- 
Durell building, and I was down there and saw the whole thing. Of 
course, when we went there we didn’t suppose that fire could possibly 
be stopped. Noone could tell how it was stopped, and that it was 
stopped as it was was a great credit to the department of Boston. I 
think also that the wires should be buried —I would like to contribute 
that much wisdom to this Board. The stringing of wires on poles and 
the maintaining of these cables and wires is making a great difference 
in the value ot property, anda case in point has. just come to my 
knowledge. Just before the last fire | was negotiating for building a 
large building for some tenants who had applied to me for it, on India 
street, corner “ot Atlantic avenue; and directly after the fire the new 
tariff went in force and that came into the new tariff district, and the 
people who had already agreed to take the building of me, which I was 
to build for them on a lease of ten years, notified me that, owing to 
that extra rate of insurance,— they carry two or three thousand dol- 
lars, and the increase in the rate of insurance would make their extra 
cost come to two or three thousand dollars a year,— that if that was 
going to be the rate they should have to decline to have that building 
built. Furthermore, that they considered that the cables that were 
strung right on that very corner, a large number of them, would 
be very detrimental to their interests; and only yesterday I had 
a letter from them saying that unless those cables could be removed 
and this tariff should be changed they would have to abandon the idea. 
Now, that is all going to have a bearing on the value of real estate, and 
Iam glad, apart from this petition, of the opportunity of coming here 
and making this statement to you. I think the wires should be elim- 
inated. 

Q. All put underground ? 

A. I think so; yes, sir. 

Q. Is there any other suggestion that occurs to your mind, Mr. 
Porter? 

A. [have none; no sir. 


Statement by JoHN MASON LITTLE. 


Q. (By the CHAIRMAN.) Your full name, sir? 

A. John Mason Little. 

Q@. And you are engaged in what business ? 

A. I am the managing trustee of the estate of James S. Little, which 
has a large amount of real estate in this city. 

Q. And you are a member of the Boston Real Estate Exchange and 
Auction Board ? 

A. Iam, sir; a director. 

q@. And signed the petition ? 

A. I did, sir. 

_ Q. Now, is there any suggestion, Mr. Little, that you could give to 

the committee ? 

A. I should follow very closely on the lines of Mr. Porter's testi- 
mony, sir; the question of having the areas of buildings brought within 
reasonable limits. 

Q. Well, what would you consider a reasonable limit ? 

A. I think that under no circumstances should it exceed ten thousand 
feet, and I should prefer to have it six thousand. I think thatthe use of 
hard pine and varnish is very questionable, is open tocriticism. I think 
that the wires should be buried, and I think that ifthe question of water 
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pressure has not been properly considered it should be considered. I would 
liketo say that I was present at the Brown-Durrell fire, having a build- 
ing there which was being burned, that that building is six stories, 
and that at the time I arrived there, the Ames building being in full 
flames, a mass of fire, they were playing upon my building, or 
the building which belongs to the estate I represent, and that the 
streams — three of them if I remember correctly —did not reach the 
top story windows of that building. 1 don’t know whether it was owing 
to want of pumping power from the street or lack of pressure of water. 
But it does seem to me that that building, which is a comparatively 
low building,— certainly the walls of the ‘Ames building towered far 
above it,— ought to have been reached by the streams. So far as the 
efficiency of the Fire Department goes, I have no criticism to make. It 
seems to me that the remedy lies in the matter of inspection and con- 
struction, and I think that Mr. Dill’s remarks upon that subject are very 
pertinent — certainly a portion of them. 

Q. Youthink, Mr. Little, that it would add to the benefit of real estate 
owners for this committee to recommend that a more thorough inspec- 
tion be made of the wiring of buildings for electric light and motive 
power ? 

A. Most decidedly. 

Q. Is there any other suggestion that you think of ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Are you familiar enough with the department to know whether 
a fire-boat would add to the efficiency of the department along on the 
water front? 

A. I think so. I think any service of that kind adds to its efficiency. 

Q. You don’t know whether, Mr. Little, the streams you saw were on 
Lincoln street ? 

A, Essex street. My building that was burned was at the corner of 
Essex and Columbia streets. 

Q. Whether they were playing the streams from hydrants, or whether 
they were connected with engines? 

A. No, sir; Iam not an expert on fires. I make it my business al- 
ways to keep away from them unless I have got something that is burn- 
ing up. 

rf (By Commissioner Murpuy.) I will just ask Mr. Little if he knew 
fixe any of those streams came from one of the Boston engines or from 
some of the out-of-town engines ? 

A. I think they came from the Boston department engines, because 
I don’t think the out-of-town departments had arrived there when I was 
at the fire. 

@. We have only had one complaint, Mr. Little, of shortage of water, 
from a company, and that is from an out-of-town company, so far. 
There may be others come in later. 

A. I didn’t wish to make this as a complaint, but simply that any 
contribution that can be made to the information sought for here, it 
seems to me, ought to be given. AsIsay, I keep away from fires and 
let the department manage them. 

Q. Like a wise man. 

A. But on this occasion I had something that was burning up, and I 
am sorry to say it didn’t entirely burn up. The department was too 
eflicient for my interests in that case, putting me to considerable trouble 
by saving me a building that was half burned. 


Statement by TimoTHy T. SAWYER, JR. 


Q. (By the CHarRMAN.) Your full name, sir? 
A. Timothy T. Sawyer, Jr. 
Q. And you are engaged i in what business ? 
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A. The insurance business. 

@. You are an underwriter ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

QY. Well, you signed a petition ? 

A. I did. 

Q. Now, Mr. Sawyer, I PuRpoge that you read that petition very care- 
fully before you signed it ? 

A. I read it very closely before I signed it. 

Q. Now, arethere any suggestions that you might make, so far as the 
Fire Department is concerned, as to its efficiency or inefficiency ? 

A, Notany. My reason for signing that petition was, I think, fully 
expressed in the petition. That is the only reason I had for it. I have 


no fault to find in any way with the department and I don’t think of 


any suggestions, except what have been made here, that I could make. 
_ Y. You believe the wires should go underground? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you believe in an inspection, as has been related here, of the 
wiring of buildings ?P 

2 ead Wes ey. 

Q. Do you believe that a new fire-boat would materially add to the 
efficiency of the department in the protection of property along the 
water front? 

A. From what I have heard since this investigation I should say most 
certainly it would. Iam not familiar with the department. 

Q. Are youa resident of Boston, Mr. Sawyer? 


A. Lam. 
Q. What is your idea about this floor area space — floor area and 
space P 


A. I should be glad not to see it over six thousand feet. 

Q. Have you ever had occasion for any of your clients to make any 
complaint to the Board of Fire Commissioners of any faulty manage- 
ment on the part of the department? 

A. Merely the same reason that I have expressed there myself, — 
general talk; and we ask the question, Is it the fault of the Fire 
Department or is it the fault of the Water Board, or where does the 
fault lie? It seems to me as if it must be something — no direct com- 
plaint from anyone. 

Q. There was no cause for any complaint during 1892 among the 
Board of Fire Underwriters P 

A. No, there didn’t seem to be. 

(@. Your losses were very light that year ? 

Gig ee . 


Q@. And when the losses are light, of course there is no cause for 


complaint P 

. As a rule that is so, yes. 

And 1891, it was not very bad that year? 
No, two good years. 

And 1890 was a pretty fair kind of a year ? 
Gs. 

Losses less than a million P 

Yes, sir. 

And the premiums are about three million ? 
Two and a half million, I think, last year. 
Weren’t they nearer three million last year? 
I don’t remember. 

Didn’t they run over three million ? 

No, I think under rather than over. 

Well, very little under P 

I couldn’t tell you. 

Have you ever heard any complaint made about any individual 
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member of the department—the chief, district chief, or any of its 
officers? 

No, sir. 

Have you any to make? 

Not one. 

Mr. Sawyer, where is your place of business ? 

22 Exchange place. 


hOROR 


Statement by EDWARD C. NORTH. 


(By the CHAIRMAN.) What is your full name? 

Edward C. North. 

And your business ? 

An insurance adjuster. 

And you are located where? 

30 Congress street,— that is my headquarters. 

You are not one of the signers of this petition ? 

Nov sir. 

Well, Mr. North, is there any information that you could give to 
the committee as to the inefliciency or the efficiency of the depar tment 
In any way, or any suggestions that might improve the efficiency of the 
department, that you know of ? 

A. You refer to the Boston Fire Department? 

Q@. That is all —not to Brookline or Quincy. I will get down there ° 
next week. 

A. I don’t know as I have suggestions to offer as to the Boston Fire 
Department. I have been present at the Hecht fire and also the Lincoln- 
street fire. J was there all the time, all around, everywhere. I have 
some suggestions to make in reference to the police protection, though. 

@. Well, let us first find out about the Fire Department and then we 
can send up to the State House about the Police Department. 

A. I think additional police protection would assist the Fire Depart- 
ment. 

Q. In what way ? 

A. My experience at the Lincoln-street fire was that when the second 
and third alarm people came, a crowd of people and also teamsters 
were crowded in close to the lines; and I think it would be a good 
suggestion if, instead of stretching a rope within one block of buildings 
from the fire, they would go away a block or two farther, so that the 
apparatus summoned would have quicker access to the fire. I saw 
three or four engines stalled in getting to the fire on the north-end side. 
They couldn't cet through the crowd and had to wait before they could 
get through, and of course that caused delay. 

QY. Do you think it would be a good thing to make a rule or ordinance 
to keep all parties outside the fire line, except policemen, firemen, men 
connected with the water department, gas men —all parties except 
those who had actual business, I mean — adjusters also? 

A. Well, I should hope you wouldn't do that, because I think I would 
be as much interested as any one. I don’t propose to get in the way. 

Q. Well, how would you confine it, if you were about to suggest the 
framing of a law in that direction ? How would you confine the keeping 
of parties outside the lines; where would you draw the line? 

A. I should leave it lar wely with the good judgment of the Fire Com- 
missioners. 

Q. Well, wouldn’t it be better that the Fire Commissioners should 
have some protection by ordinance, and place part of the responsibility 
upon the government ? 

A, Well, I don’t know. I think the Fire Commissioners, if they are 
competent to serve as Fire Commissioners, ought to be competent to 
judge who ought to be allowed inside the lines. 
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@. Well, I will admit that that may be perfectly true. But suppos- 
ing you were on a committee, and ,you were going to draw the line, 
and that you were going to make Suggestions ; supposing you were 
going to suggest to the Fire Commissioners where you would draw the 
line, if you were on this committee, in relation to keeping people out- 
side the line ? 

A. Well, you qualify that question by saying, if I were one of the 
Fire Commissioners. 

Q. No, if you were one of this committee. 

A. Well, I cannot answer that question. I believe in leaving it to 
the Fire Commissioners. 

Q. What ? 

A. I believe I would rather leave it to the Fire Commissioners than 
to this committee. 

Q. And you wouldn’t make A suggestion of your own as to where 
you would draw the line ? 

A. You are referring now as to who should be allowed inside the 
lines P 

Q. Yes, sir; altogether now on that single point. 

A. No, sir; I have no suggestions to make on that point. 

Q. But you believe it would be well to draw the line somewhere, do 
you not? 

A. I think the lines are pretty well drawn now, only I think the Police 
Department should extend the lines farther, not wait until there is a big 
conflagration before they move their lines out. Now, take it in the, 
case of the Lincoln-street fire: when that line was first stretched, it was 
stretched down almost to the corner of the Ames building. They were 
compelled in a very few minutes to move that line away back. If they 
had stretched the line away back to start with, the Fire Department 
would have had a great deal better access to the building. 

Q. Now, Mr. North, what parties would you allow inside the fire, 
lines ? 

A. Well, I don’t know, sir. 

Q. Well, you would say it would be a fair proposition, of course, to 
allow all the firemen in — they would have to go in, and also the police 
officers ? 

A. Certainly. 

@. That would be fair, and, of course, the men fromthe Water Board, 
who are engaged in shutting off and letting on water — that would be 
fair? 

A. If the Fire Commissioners in their judgment thought so, I would 
agree to it. 

Q. Well, you would naturally suppose it would be fair to have the 
Water Board to go in with their men, skilled in shutting off and letting 
on the water ? 

A. I should suppose it would be necessary for them to do so; yes,, 
sir. 

Q. And you would say that it was fair to allow the men who were 
shutting off the gas in? | 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the men who might be possibly needed to cut out the cur- 
rents — that would be fair? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you think it would be fair to allow the adjusters in P 

A. Yes, sir; not a great many of them, perhaps. There are not a 
great many of them. 

Q. Well, you think it would bea good proposition to keep all the 
reporters outside of the lines ? 

A. No, sir. 

QY. Well, would you limit their number as to each newspaper ? 
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A. No, sir. 

Q. You would give them free scope ? 

A. I covered my remarks, I think, on that point, when I said I would 
leave the matter entirely to the Fire Commissioners. I have no sugges- 
tions to make in that regard. I don’t consider myself competent 
to make suggestions. . 

Q. We want to find out about these things. The committee want to 
make suggestions to the commissioners if they think they should do so, 
and if not “they will let them alone. 

I think they have shown pretty good judgment so far. 

They have? 

Yes, sir. I think they have not kept any proper parties out? 
Were you at the Hecht-building fire? 

Yes, sir. 

At what time did you arrive there ? 

Started after I got the third alarm. 

Then you must ‘have got there about nine o’clock ? 

I don’t remember the time, but in the morning some time — I, 
don’t remember now. It is some time ago now. 

@. January 20th, wasn’t it ? 

A. Yes. | 

QY. Well, what is the condition of the fire when you got there? Had, 
it spread any? . 

A. I didn’t get around on-to the Federal-street side. I went around 
through the Rice building, up through the Rice building — went back 
that way. 

(). Did you go up where they cut the holes in the walls? 

A. I was up there; yes, sir. 

Y. What did you think of that as. an adjuster } i 

A. Well, I think it was about the biggest piece of foolishness I ever 
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Q. What? 

A. Cutting the holes through that wall. 

Y. Why do you say so? 

A. Because I think it is very poor policy to build a good fire wall, 
and then cut through it at the very time when you want it for protec-, 
tion. 

Q. Well, how much of a hole did they cut in the wall ? 

A. J should say three feet in diameter, perhaps. 

Q. Was that all made at once? you went there when they were cut- 
ing the holes? 

‘A. No, sir. 

Q. You don’t know, then, the method or mode, or what the science 
used by the Fire Depar tment is in cutting holes ? 

A. Ido not. 

Q. You don’t know how they proceed ? 

A. I got there when the holes were there. 

@. You got there after the holes were there; were you there when 
they started to cut them ? 

A. No, sir 

Q. You don’t know whether they took out one, two, or three bricks on 
the start ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Well, do you believe the cutting ofthose holes — take it in the 
Hecht-building fire, take it in the Rice building — stopped the spread of 
the fire, and saved any property in that Hecht building, saved some of 
the merchandise that was in the interior of that building ? 

A. No, sir; I don’t believe it saved anything. 

Q. Woy: don't you? 
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A. Because I think the wall would have stood the fire. I don’t think 
it was necessary. 

Q. Well, wasn’t it good judgment to get water into the middle of 
that building, to the seat of the fire ? 

A. I don’t think they did get it into the seat of the fire from that 
building. 

Q. Well, how do you know? 

A. I was there. 

Q. You say they didn’t get it into the seat of the fire—how do you 
know ? 

A. The streams, when I was there — the water that went through the 
hose, through the nozzle of the hose that was through that hole, I 
should judge reached within twenty feet of the front wall, and the streams 
on the south side of the building that went into the building from the 
little low warehouses went in on to the wool that was practically got 
out afterwards. 

QY. Well, don’t you know that where they cut those holes through 
there that that is where they got at the largest amount of wool with the 
least damage ? 

A. I think it is pr satle they did; yes,gsir. 

Q. Then the cutting of those holes and the getting of the pipes in 
there and getting water in there did save some property there, didn’t 
it? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Why not? 

A. For this reason, if you will allow me an illustration. You take 
wool in here like that and put hose in that way and place a hose in 
here, having a stream of water, and the pressure is going to carry it 
over here, and the wool here will not get wet unless you point the 
nozzle down. 

Q. Didn’t he point the nozzle down? 

A. He didn't. 

Q. Why? 

A. There was too much smoke and steam there. 

@. The smoke would not stop the firemen from turning the nozzle 
down. Do you know what kind of nozzle they had on the pipe, flex- 
ible or not ? 

A. No, sir; but I don’t think it was. 

Y. Then you didn’t make an examination so that you would be com- 
petent to pass upon it as an expert? 

It was an ordinary nozzle when I saw it, I think. 

Q. Well, but you don’t know ? 

A. Well, Iam pretty sure of it; yes, sir. 

Q. Did you go up and handle it? 

A. I took hold of it; yes, sir. 
q 
A 
0. 


S 


. Well, was it flexible ? 

. Lshould say it was not flexible — that is, a nozzle that you can 

n down, that is what you mean by a flexible nozzle, don’t you? 

I don’t mean the nozzle, I mean the pipe. 
A. Oh, the pipe was flexible, of course. 
Q. I don’t mean to say the nozzle, the composition, was flexible — 
I mean the pipe as a whole. 

A. Well, of course, the hose is always flexible, unless it is frozen. 

Q. Now, you have not made a study of the science of cutting holes 
through walls to stop the spread of fire? 

A. “Well, I don’t know where the science comes in. I never thought 
that was much science, cutting holes through a fire-wall intended to 
keep fire out. 

Y. Do you know of your own knowledge, Mr. North, of any place 
where there was ever a hole cut through a partition wall where the fire 
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ever got into the adjoining building after the firemen had cut the hole 
and had found out just what he wanted and where he wanted to get 
his water. 

A. I say, in about fifteen years’ experience it is the first experience I 
ever knew of the department cutting a hole in a fire wall. 

Q. The first you ever knew of it ? 

A. The first I ever knew of any fire department cutting a hole in a 
fire wall. 

Q. It would surprise you if you knew it is the practice all over the 
country ? 

Very much. 

Tsn’t it the practice P 

I never knew it before. 

Have you ever been to any of the other cities ? 

Yes, sir. 

Have you ever read any treatise on fighting fires ? 

I don’t know that I have. 

And all you know is from what you have heard expressed — you 
have never read any authorities on the fighting of fires ? 

A. What I know is what I have seen of the ruins after the fire has 
been out. 

Q. Yes. Well, if the fire did not get into the Rice building, do you 
think it was poor judgment that was used in cutting the holes? 

A. Ido, sir. 

@. Well, why do you criticise, when it didn’t get through ? 

A. I think that wall was abundantly able to keep the fire ont without 
any hole, that they could have used that stream from the top of the Rice 
building just as well as they could down stairs by cutting the hole 
through. 

Q. Do you believe that is true? 

A. That is my opinion, sir. 

@. You are an expert on buildings ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. You are not, of course, competent to say whether that fire would 
have gone through that wall or not, from an expert standpoint ? 

A. Well, I should say it would not. 

Y. How thick was the wall ? 

A. My recollection is that it was —I should think it was about a 
thirty-two inch wall. I think it was eight layers of brick. 

Q. A thirty-two inch wall? 

A. I think there might have been one or two tiers less. 

Q. Have you, during your fifteen years — I understood you to say you 
were an adjuster and were in the business fifteen years ? 

A. Yes, sir; for about fifteen years I have been adjuster of losses, 
sir. 

Q. During that time have you ever seen a thirty-two inch wall fall 
a prey to the element of fire? 

A. Not unless it is in the case of the Ames building, where the wall 
was supposed to be that. 

Q. Well, never mind that case — have you ever seen any other? Is 
that the only one you recall, the Ames building ? 

A. Qh, no, sir; I have seen lots of buildings burn and fall in. 

Q. Seen lots of building where the wall has been thirty-two inches ? 

A. No, I think thirty-two inches is a very thick wall. 

@. Well, some of the walls down on Lincoln street were more than 
thirty-two inches, taking the front and the back. 

A. I haven’t measured them; I don’t know, sir. 

Q. But you think the wall of the Rice building, between the Rice 
building and the Hecht building, was thirty-two inches ? 

A. Well, Thad that idea — that is the impression I got — that it was 
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of eight layers of brick. Eight layers at four inches to the brick would, 
have made thirty-two inches. I may have put it eight inches too thick, 
or even twelve inches. JI didn’t count the bricks, but it was a good 
heavy wall, a good fire wall. 

QY. Was it possible to get water from the front of that building or the 
rear of it into the centre of it? 

A. Of the Hecht building ? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. Yes, sir; I think so. 

Q. Well, why do you think so P ; 

A. I think the two lines of hose that played there all the next day, 
that their streams played beyond the centre. 

Q. The next day. Well, would it have been safe for an engineer to 
take men either into the front or the rear of the building at that time, 
when they were cutting the holes? Iam asking you now for your own 
knowledge in regard to the cutting, and I suppose that is what you are 
giving me? 

A. Yes, sir; I haven’t conversed with anyone on the subject. 

Q. What do you say to that question P 

A. Well, I shouldn’t want to stand in front of that Hecht-building 
wall myself any length of time, and I wouldn’t blame the engineer. 

Q. And you think it was policy for the engineer to save the lives of 
the men by getting them into the next building and playing through this 
hole, which they cutin the wall? Don’t youthink that should be done 
if it was good policy, and a scientific way of getting at the centre, at the 
seat of the fire, where it was the heaviest, in the centre, to kill it at that 
point and to stop it from spreading, to save property if there was any in. 
there ? 

A. No, sir; [think it was very poor judgment cutting those holes in, 
the wall. I think just the same amount of good work could have been 
done by taking a position and playing from another point, for instance 
from an alley-way. 

@. Name one alley-way where the firemen could have got in. 

A. The best alley-way would be — you remember the street just south 
of the Hecht building, by the two warehouses there ? 

Y. What street ? 

A. Well, it isn’t a street. 

Q. Well, it is an alley-way, you say; was it Waverly place? Was it 
in Linwood place ? ; 

A. It was an alley-way, I think, right south of the Rice building, that 
Jeads into the rear of the Hecht building, going into the alley-way and 
then turning to the right. 

Q. Well, was it possible for any man living to have gone into Lin- 
wood place, or the passageway south of the Rice building? 

I think it was; yes, sir. 

Did you go in there P 

. Ldid, sir. 

Well, what time did you go in there ? 

- No; I just escaped when the wall fell and broke the ladder. 

. Oh, you just escaped then ? 

I jumped with a couple of firemen and got under protection. 

. That is, the firemen protected you P 

No, the wall fell and broke the ladder, and I just passed through 
there to get on Federal street. 

Y. And you got out? 

As y.6S. Sits 

Q. Out on to Federal street ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then you were on the Federal-street side and weren’t around on 
the Rice-building side. You came out of the archway ? 
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A. I came through the Rice building ; came down that street beyond 
the Rice building, right straight through under that building 

Q. Came right straight around Summer street and into Federal? 

A. Came through the Rice building first, and came out that alley-way 
by the Rice building. 

Q. That was Linwood place ? 

A. Yes, I think that is the name of it. 

Q. And then came up South street and then Summer and into Fed- 
eral — that is the way I understand you? 

A. Well, I don’t know the names of the streets there. 

Q. Well, is there anything else you saw wrong down there other 
than the cutting of those holes ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Are you in the habit, Mr. North, of going to fires asa general 
rule? 

A. Not until the third alarm, sir. 

@. Have you ever been at any third-alarm fires during your fifteen 
years’ experience where you would say that the management was faulty P 
No, sir. 

Do you know the chief engineer of the Boston Fire Department ? 
No, sir. 

Know him by reputation ? 

Yes, sir. 

Have you ever seen him at any fires? 

. Yes, sir. ‘ 

. And what is your judgment of him as to his ability to cope with 
fires P 

A. I think he is the right man in the right place. 

Q. And the only thing that you disagree with the department about 
is on cutting the holes through that wall ? 

A. ‘That is about all, sir. 

Q@. And if it could be shown to you that if, in theory, that was done, 
from a scientific standpoint, I suppose you would place some degree of 
confidence in the men who might tell it to you, if they were experts ? 

A. Yes, sir; Iam always open to conviction, but I think it would be. 
a pretty hard job for anyone to convince me. 

Q. I suppose you go, then, on the theory that ‘‘a man convinced 
against his will is of the same opinion still ” ? 

A. No, sir; when a man convinces me that Iam wrong I am willing 
to admit it. 

Q. (By Mr. Rosrinson.) I would like to ask one question, which 
perhaps has no direct bearing on this: Is the oil that comes from wool 
inflammable ? 

A. I think that the raw wool, the oil on it will burn if there is heat 
enough generated back of it. I don’t think you can burn it with a 
match, but it will burn if there is enough fire to start it. 

Q. Well, is a floor saturated with that oil particularly inflammable ? 

A. Yes, sir, I think it would be. Now, in regard to the conditions 
in Boston, I think that the only trouble with Boston is— and I think it 
will always be a trouble in Boston —the narrow streets. Our grand- 
fathers are to blame for that, and we cannot help it. All we have got 
to do is to take things as we find them and to reduce the size of the 
tne ot thebuildings, so that we will have small areas. 

(By the CHAIRMAN. ) Did you go tothe Webster-building fire, on 
Sane street, Mr. North? 

A. I don’t know the name of it. 

Commissioner Mureuy. — 134 to 138 Summer street. 

Q. (By the CuarrMAN.) The Claflin-Coburn building on Summer 
street ? 

A. Oh, yes, sir —that was some little time ago. 
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'@. About three years ago,—a large iron building, burned clear 
through. 

A. Yes, sir; I just got into town as it was burning on the Old Colony 
Railroad. 

Q. Can you call that to mind? 

I can, sir. 

. What do you say as to the management of that fire ? 

. I should say it was very good. 

Did you know there were holes cut in the building? 

No, sir. 

What would you say if holes were cut, as Mr. Fitch suggests ? 

I should say it was a piece of foolishness. 

Notwithstanding the fact that it saved the building ? 

Not necessarily. 

(By Commissioner Murpuy.) In regard to the thickness of that 
wall, Mr. North, in the N.W. Rice building, if I were to tell you it 
was twenty-four inches thick, what would you say to that? 

A. J would say you might be correct, sir. 

Q. Well, so the plans say, — twenty-four inches. 

' A. I shouldn’t dispute you. 

Q. Now, if I were to say to you— and I suppose you are aware of the 
fact —'that the higher you get up into the air with a line of hose the less 
water you can get through the hose in a given time, and the lower you 
get with your hose the more water you can get in a short space of time, 
if on that theory the firemen should put hose through a wall, to get 
more water on to the fire in a shorter space of time than by g going 
higher up, what would you think of that theory ? 

‘A. [should think if you carried the water high up, for instance on to 
an adjoining roof, that in one sense it would make a dam, and the 
water could be carried down from the roof by its own weight. 

Q. Well, the fact is that it requires a very high, an enormous pres- 
sure, to get water up, and it has been claimed by witnesses we have 
called, that one reason for the cutting of holes through walls is to get 
the pipes low down, in such a position as to avoid external danger, and 
so as to get the pressure of the water. I simply wanted to get your ex- 
pression of opinion on it, in that view. If that theory holds good, it 
seems to me it furnishes some foundation for the theory which people 
claim is a fact, that by cutting holes you are able to get at the seat of 
the fire, and to use the greatest body of water in the shortest time. 

A. Well, I still maintain that I would want better evidence. 

Q. (By the CHAIRMAN.) Do you know how many streams they had 
through that hole when you were there ? 

A. J only say one — I think one on each floor. 

Q. What is your opinion about the Fire Department in general, tak- 
ing it in the aggregate ? 

A. The Boston kire Department ? 

@. The Boston Fire Department. 

A. I think it is about as good a Fire Department as there is in the 
country. 

@. And you have travelled considerably in other cities and seen the 
workings of the department? 

A. *Y Os, sil! 

Q. Been in Chicago and New York ? 

AD Yeast sits 

Q. How does Boston compare with Chicago and New York as to effi- 
ciency, management, discipline ? 

A. I don’t think you can compare Boston with other cities at all, sir. 

@. Well, why? 

A. Because the construction of the buildings differs, the streets are 
different in width. 
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Q. And which would be the most difficult department to handle so 
far as conflagrations are concerned: Chicago, New York, or Boston ? 

A. Boston. I think Boston is the worst city in the country to fight a 
fire in. 

Q. (By Commissioner FitcH.) Mr. North, in your judgment it is 
poor policy to cut holes through the walls — that is on general princi- 
ciples, I suppose, that you think that, without any especial reference to 
this particular fire you are speaking of ? 

A. Yes, sir; that is based on the experience I have had with a num- 
ber of fire walls that have saved property. 

Q. Well, supposing it had been the policy of every chief engineer of 
Boston for the last fifty years, I think without any exception, and was 
also the policy of the present chief of the New York Department, Chief 
Bonner, as he has expressed himself in print —that it was good policy 
under certain and frequently occurring conditions to cut holes in 
walls — would that change your opinion any? 

A. It might have influence, yes, sir; but I think that cutting a hole 
through a fire wall is one of the last resorts, and should be based on the 
same conditions that would make it necessary to blow a building up. 
There are fires where it is necessary to blow a building up to stop the 
fire, and I think the same conditions should exist where this is resorted 
to, the cutting ofa hole through a fire wall. 

Q. Well, this has been resorted to much more frequently than the 
blowing up of a building, and always with good results — at least, not 
disastrous results. 

A. It isa question in my mind if the same results couldn’t be ob- 
tained by a different process. 


Statement by JosepH M. GARRITY. 


. (By the CHAIRMAN.) Whatis your name ? 
Joseph M. Garrity. 
Are you a member of the Boston Fire Department ? 
Yes, sir. 
What position do you hold ? 
Captain. 


And how long have you been a member of the Fire Department? 
About seven years. 
You have been captain seven years P 
. No, sir; about a month. 
Well, where have you been located during the past seven years? 
. At Engine 26 and Engine 7. 
How long have you been in Engine 26’s house ? 
. About five years. 
Q. Well, five years right up to the present time, going back — 1893, 
1892, 1891, 1890? 
Aw ty 68.) Sits 
Q. Do you know what time you went into Engine 26's house — 
about what year it was P 
1889. 
And you have been there continuously since ? 
Or 1887, I should say. 
And you have been there up to the present time ? 
Yes, sir. 
What time last sumimer did you take your vacation ? 
In August. 
And the year: before, if you can call it to mind? 
In August. 
Well, now, is there a piano in the house ? 
No, sir. 
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Haven’t got a piano? Any wind instruments ? 

Oh, we have got a piano there now, but we didn’t have. 
When did it come there ? 

Well, about two weeks ago — three weeks ago. 

Did the commissioners provide a piano for you? 

. No, sir. 

That is, the members of the company bought it themselves ? 
Yes, sir. 

Now, is there any musical instrument in the house other than 
piano — wind or stringed ? 

No, sir. 

Has there been? 

No, sir. 

Any banjos there? 

No, sir. 

Any fiddles there? 

No, sir. 

Do you ever have any revels there ? 

No, sir. 

Q. Well, now, captain, since 1887 can you call to mind any night 
when the men in the house were boisterous in singing, so that it would 
lead any citizen upon the outside to believe that they had been drink- 
ing? 

a: No, sir; it would be impossible. 

Q. Well, you say impossible — now state why ? 

A. Well, the chief of the department is there from 6 to 10.30 at night 
and the assistant chief is there al] night long. 

Q. Where does the assistant chief stay — where are his quarters? 

A. On the main floor, or the room leading off the main floor. 

Q. Well, now, you say it would be impossible — has there ever been 
any singing in the house ? 

A. Well, yes, sir. 

@. Well, of what character ? 

A. Well, very low — no noise. 

Q. Would it be noise that would disturb any of the people that were 
passing by there or attract their attention in any way ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. At what time are the men supposed to go to bed — what are the 
rules, if any, in your house ? 

A. Ten o’clock. 

Q. And is there any, or has there been any singing allowed there 
after ten o’clock ? 

A. No, sir; not after nine o’clock. 

Q. Well, after nine o’clock — why do you say after nine o’clock ? 

A. Well, sir, there are members that would be in bed before ten 
o’clock. 

Q. And after nine o’clock, then, you don’t disturb them of their rest ? 

ay Noissin. 

Q. Is that the way 1 want to understand you? 

A. Yes; sir. 

Q. Well, do you remember any time when there was ever any 
liquor carried into the engine-house ? 

No, sir; couldn’t be. 

There couldn't be ? 

» INopsira 

Well, a fellow could have it in his pocket? 

Well, they are generally watched pretty closely there. 

. Well, then it is impossible to have any great spread there and 
liquor being passed around among the men ? 

A. Oh, no, sir. 
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Q. That would be impossible ? 

A. It would be impossible. 

Q. What is the rule in relation to carrying liquor into the house — 
take your house, for example, and of course the same rule applies to the 
whole department, I suppose — we will take your house. 

A. Well, men that got caught carrying liquor intu the house would 
go before the the Board and would be discharged. 

Q. Would be discharged ? 

A. -Y¢@s, sir. 

Q. Well, now, Mr. Garrity, can you call to mind during the 
past two years, taking it during your absense while on your v: veation in 
August, any one who would be likely to know of any carousals that 
would be boisterous in their character. 

A. Who would be likely to know? 

Q. Yes, sir; would the district chief? 

A. Qh, yes, sir. 

Q. When did he take his vacation; do you know? 

A. He was taking his vacation last year along in October, the latter 
PAY of October. 

Well, he didn’t take his ‘vacation at the same time that you did? 
No, sir. 

He was there ? 

He was there. 

Has anybody ever entered the house to your knowledge, while 
you were a member of the company, and reported to any of the officers 
or any of the men that there were boisterous noises there the previous 
night? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. How is it the night preceding a holiday ? 

A. Just the same as any other night. 

_ Q. Do the commissioners give you any more latitude on the night 
preceding a holiday than they do on any other night ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Has there been any time, to your knowledge, where there his 
been any good time generally going on there? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Can you, from your engine-house, hear any singing that is going 
on in the Boston Theatre ? 

A. Yes, sir; in the dressing-rooms. 

Q. Could that be heard upon the highway upon Mason street —- upon 
the street there ? 

A. Oh, yes, sir; readily. 

Q. Has it ever been called to your attention, or have any of the men 
in the department ever called it to your attention, that there was pretty 
loud singing in there ? 

A. Yes, Sir; members of the company have complained that they 
couldn’t get to sleep at night. 

Q. By reason of the singing in the theatre, in the dressing-room ? 

A. By the singing in the dressing-room of the theatre. 

Q. Now, you are sure, Mr. Gar rity, that that might be heard on 
Mason street by a person passing your house along upon that side? 

A. Oh, yes, sir. They have the windows open there in the summer- 
time and you could readily hear it. Also take Chickering Hall over 
there — they have got singing classes over there. 

Q. In Chickering Hall > 

A. Yes, sir; right on the opposite side from the house. 

Q. A fellow coming from the Temple Club, feeling rather merry, 
couldn't tell whether it was your side or the other, could he ? 

A. No, sir— or the Central Club. 

Q. I mean the Temple or the Central Clubs? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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STATEMENT ABOUT DANIEL WEBSTER BUILDING. 


Q. (By the CHAIRMAN.) I would like to ask Fire Commissioner 
Murphy what his information is in regard to the Daniel Webster build- 
ing on Summer street—can you tell us what the insurance on that 
building was? 

A. I would like to put in the official record, Mr. Chairman, right 
from our report of 1890, and that will give the full particulars. 

Q. Well, vou may read it off? 

A. Well, the fire was on Friday morning, January 17, 1890, and there 
were three alarms, 8.24, 8.28, and the third alarm at 8.34 A.M. ; box 52; 
Nos. 134 to 138 Summer street ; owned by Boston University ; the loss on 
the building was $44,000; the insurance was $69,000. Occupied by 
Claflin-Coburn Co., as boots and shoes; loss, $13,015; insurance, 
$103,000. Occupied by M. C. Kimball, as leather; loss, $10,259; in- 
surance, $8,000. Occupied also by Klegg, Fisher, and others, as leather, 
etc.; loss, $12,366; insurance, $9,500. Then in numbers 128 to 134 
Summer street; owned by Frank R. Phillips; loss, $624, on an insur- 
ance of $65,000 on the building. Occupied by Potter, White, & Bailey, 
us boots and shoes; loss, $926; insurance, $100,000. Occupied also by 
Thomas Green & Co., as goat skins; loss, $393 ; insurance, $7,000. Oc- 
cupied also by O. W. Allen and others, as leather, etc. ; loss, $300; in- 
surance, $32,000.. There was also damage to Nos. 2 to 12 High street ; 
owned by Alfred Dow; loss, $599; insurance, $65,000. Occupied by 
George P. Banchor, as boots and shoes ; loss, $2,750 ; insurance, $60,000. 
Occupied by Stephen Dow & Co., as leather; loss, $1,200; insurance, 
$30,000. 

Q. That is all the Webster building ? 

A. Yes, all that was in that fire was the Webster building. Occu- 
pied also by Faunce & Spinney, as leather, etc.; loss, $711; insurance, 
$129,000. And I think the aggregate is on that little slip of paper 
there. 

Q. This is the aggregate: insurance on contents, $477,500; on the 
building, $176.000; loss of contents, $42,720; loss of building, $45,299 P 

A. Yes, sir; I will put in this report for the benefit of the committee, 
with the page marked. 

Q. Now, where did you get the loss_and insurance from — how did 
you make up this table ?: 

A. This table for Boston ? 

OA es) Sit 

A. Well, immediately when a fire takes place the district chief of 
the district goes to the owner of the building and finds out from 
the owner of the building what his insurance is, and from the occu- 
pants of the building what their insurance is on their stock. That 
gives us the total insurance on the building and the total insurance on 
the stock. Then the district chief is also supposed there and then to 
make up his estimates of the loss subject to future corrections, as may 
develop later on, and also from whatever adjustments are made by the 
insurance people with the owners of the building. 

Q. Then you get it from the Board of Underwriters when the adjust- 
ments are made, so that it is correct ? 

Eventually get it from them, so it is correct. 

And put it in that book ? 

Yes, sir. 

The adjustment ? 

Yes, sir. 

Which gives you the value and the total loss ? 

The value and total loss. I should like to say, now that [am here, 
that the figures you requested for the committee are almost complete, 
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and those figures, with whatever papers we have, we will endeavor to 
turn over to you at the next meeting of the committee. 

Q. Have any reports come to your notice, Mr. Commissioner, by the 
chief or any of your district chief engineers, where fires have ‘been 
caused by electric wiring inside of buildings ? 

A. Well, offhanded, Mr. Chairman, I would say — 

Q. Take it within a few weeks, take it within a month. 

A. Well, within a month it strikes me that I can remember two or 
three instances. 

. Well, name one, if you can remember ? 

A. Well, what was that last case, that flatiron building case, that 
was practically caused from inside wiring — that building that was 
down on Boylston street there ? — Parson’s dressmaking establishment. 

Commissioner FitcH. — And the Bijou theatre was another. 

Commissioner MurpHy.— The Bijou theatre also has inside wiring 
and had some slight fires, I believe, within a month. 

Q. (By the CHAIRMAN. ) Well, do you know what caused it in 
Parson’s ? 

A. Well, [should say, offhanded, that too much electricity got in there 
on their wires, in some way or other. 

Q. Was it improper wiring, or was it neglect of the occupants to 
turn the switch ? 

A, Well, that is a hard thing to say, offhanded, but I imagine from 
my recollection of it that the cut-offs they had weren’t of the proper 
kind — not the wiring of the building. 

Q. Now, Mr. Commissioner, you heard the evidence of Mr. John C. 
Paige in relation to his passing through Mason street. Now, has any- 
thing of that kind ever been reported. to you before? has it ever been 
called to your attention ? 

A. It has never been. Let me say that three years ago there was a 
charge made in the papers in regard to this same engine company, and 
at that time the charge was disproved not only to the satisfaction of the 
public, but to the satisfaction, if I remember aright, of the paper that 
made it. 

Q. Well, what is the rule; what rule do the commissioners lay down 
in a matter of that kind ? 

A. The rule that the commissioners lay down in matters of that kind 
is, that there shall not be any conduct of a boisterous nature tolerated for 
an instant in one of the engine-houses, and to the best of my knowledge 
and belief it is lived up to ‘thoroughly by the whole department. 

Q. Well, would it be possible, Mr. Commissioner, from your knowl- 
edge of the location of that house and the number of officers that are in 
it at all times, to have had that boisterous noise that was going on that 
was testified to here ? 

A. I don’t see how it could occur without the Board hearing of it in 
some form, shape, or manner. 

QY. And would you think it would be possible for men to have liquor 
in the house without it being known to some of the officers ? 

A, Well, I don’t know how it could be done, they have so much at 
stake. There is a slight possibility of a man having a little concealed 
about his person, but I don’t think so. I don’t think the men in the 
service are willing to take such chances, although they may. 

@. Has there ever been a case brought before your Board, a report 
made to you, where any of the officers or men have carried liquor into 
an engine-house P 

A. I can recollect one case some time ago where some bottles were 
found in one of the engine-houses by the officer in char ge, and I think 
there was liquor in one of the bottles, but we had an investigation at 
the time. I wasn’t present personally at the hearings, sol don’t 
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exactly remember the facts of the case, but I think that they had some 
difficulty in proving the ownership. 

Q. What would be the natural results or findings of the commis- 
sioners if a case of that kind was reported to them ? 

A. Well, I can recollect one other case, which Commissioner Fitch 
has just reminded me of, which took place when I first came on the 
Board some years ago, where one of the ladder men had liqnor in the 
house and was discharged for it, and, unless under extraordinary cir- 
cumstances, the decision of the Board on a question of that kind would 
be, without any doubt, discharge. Of course there are at times miti- 
gating circumstances which have got to be considered, but on general 
principles the man who is foolish enough to be caught bringing liquor, 
fetching liquor into the house, takes his chances of discharge, which 
are ninety-nine out of one hundred. I would like to say here now. 
Mr. Chairman, as you have asked me about Engine 26, about that sing- 
ing, that 1 have myself at times heard some of the men singing in the 
house, but it wasn’t singing of a boisterous nature and it was singing 
of such a nature that 1 personally — and I think I am inclined to be 
strict in matters of that kind — couldn’t make any objection to it; and 
I may also say here at the same time that I have likewise heard sing- 
ing in the houses of the Protective Department, which the insurance 
companies contro], and the only complaint I could make against the 
Protective Department singing was that it wasn’t quite as good as the 
singing in our own house. 


Statement by ASSISTANT CHIEF REGAN. — Recalled. 


Q. (By the CHAIRMAN.) Your name is John W. Regan? 

A. You have gotit right, Mr. Chairman. 

@. Your headquarters are where, Mr. Regan? 

A. In Mason street. 

@. How long have you been stationed in the Mason-street house, 
making that your headquarters ? 


A. 1873. 
@. Since 1875? 
A. Yes, sir. 


Q. Now, take it in 1891 and 1892, I will come down to those two 
years — or we will take for 1890, 1891, and 1892. You have a vacation, 
of course ? 

Aes, Sits 

Q. Two weeks, the same as the rest of the department? 

VA. OY GS. Site ; 

Q. Now, can you call to mind what time you went on your vacation 

last year ? 

-es. 

What month ? 

The last twelve days.of October ? 

Well, now, how was it in the previous years, if you can recall it? 
No, I don’t remember now. 

. Well, do you remember of taking your vacation at any time dur- 
the past three years in the month of August ? 

Yés. 

What year was that? 

That would be three years ago. 

That would be 1891? 

No, I think 1890. 

- Now, would it be possible, Mr. Regan, for a gentleman passing 
along through Mason street to hearing singing and boisterous noises 
coming from your building on Mason street where you have your head- 
quarters — men singing upstairs in such a way as would lead a passer- 
by to believe that they had been indulging freely in liquor. 
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A. I will state, Mr. Chairman, that I have never heard it in my life, 
and I sit outdoors a great deal in the summer months. 

Q. Have you ever, Mr. Regan, heard singing coming from any other 
quarter in the neighborhood § > 

A. Oh, yes; we have it from the Boston Theatre dressing-rooms. 

(). Well, would that be loud enough to attract the attention: of a 
passer-by 2 

A. Yes, sir; it wouldn’t be twelve feet away,—about twelve feet 
overhead. 

Q. Wouldn’t be twelve feet away ? 

A. About that. 

Q. Have you ever heard any singing from Chickering Hall ? 

A. Very seldom, indeed —in the summer-time we do, yes, sir; from 
people in there practising. 

Q. And you would say that this singing that came from jal Boston 
Theatre was loud, boisterous ? 

A. Very, sometimes. 

Q. Was there ever any singing in your house, in the Engine No. 26 
house, as loud as you have heard coming from the Boston Theatre ? 
Never. We have got two singing y classes on that str eet, besides. 
On the street ? 

EGS Sit. 

Do you belong to any of them ? 

. No; I used to, as a young man, sing considerable. 

Do you sing yourself ? 

p kisay' used to when young, but I don’t now. 

Well, have you sung any within two years ? 

eeOs I haven't sung any within two years. 

Do you know of any musical instruments that have been in tk. 
house within the last two years P . 

A. Not any that I know of until within two months. 

Q. And that was what ? 

A. A piano. 

@. Has anybody ever made any complaint to you, any citizen, that in 
passing by Engine 26’s house he had heard loud singing and that which 
would disturb the neighborhood ? 
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A. Never. 

Q. Has.there been any singing in your house that has ever disturbed 
you? 

A. Never; 


Q. And what is the limit, as to the hour, that you allow singing, if 
any, to be carried on in the house ? 

A. Teno’clock. Lights have got to be turned down at ten o’clock. 

Q. Did you read or did you hear in any way the comments that were 
made by a gentleman who appeared before this committee and gave 
evidence as to what he heard in Ean your house ? 

A. Mr. Paige? 

Ce rivi te Paige. 

:A. Yes sir; I did. 

Q. Now, what have you to say to that, chief, in a general way ? 

A. I think Mr. Paige is mistaken. I have no doubt but what Mr. 
Paige meant well enough, — there is no question of it in my mind, — but 
he must have been mistaken. In the first place, he could get that from 
the Lawrence building on the corner of West and Mason streets. He 
could also get it from an establishment there run by Mr. Adams, about 
167 Tremont street, somewhere in that neighborhood, or midway 
between the engine-house and Short Mason street on ‘[remont street. 

Q. The rear of the building coming out on Mason street ? 

A. Yes, sir; the singing there is very loud sometimes, and sometimes 
onthe Sabbath or at other times in the summer in Chickering Hall 
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singing is carried on. In fact, in that whole neigborhood there is so 
much singing in the neighborhood, and so much piano work, so much 
piano playing in that neighborhood, that the Board of Fire Commis- 
sioners have given instructions to stop bugle instruction in our quarters. 
On account of the musical establishments in that street and the noise 
around that neighborhood they have done away with that entirely. In 
other quarters it is done, but they don’t in ours. 

Q. The commissioners have given instructions to stop bugle instruc- 
tions in your house, so as not to annoy the singing masters ? 

A. Yes, sir; we have men going around to the engine-houses educat- 
ing the men in the use of the bugle, and in that house they have 
stopped it. Then, again, when you have a troupe in the Boston theatre, 
there are the dressing-rooms there, and of course they practise all day 
long and sometimes in the evening as late as eight o’clock before they 
go on the stage. 

Q. Have you ever heard at ten o’clock any singing in the dressing- 
rooms? 

A. Yes, sir; about half-past ten o’clock or eleven o’clock, when they 
close up, you could hear it up to Washington street or out on Tremont 
street, frequently. You take Thatcher’s minstrels—or that class of 
minstrels when they come there — Cleveland’s —- of course they are all 
the time practising. 

Q. Has there ever to your knowledge been any drinking or carousing 
among the men up in their own rooms? 

A. Liquor is not allowed there; liquor is not allowed in any of the 
houses. 

QY. Well, could they do it without your knowing it? 

A. Yes, they could bring bottles in. 

Q. I don’t mean bottles, of course. 

A. Oh, no, it cannot be brought in in any other way. I know there 
was considerable talk made some time ago about bringing bottles in 
there by the officers of that company, but it was doubtful if they were 
ever brought there by any member of the company. They might have 
been there for years. 


Statement by DANIEL W. STEVENS. 


(By the CHAIRMAN.) Now, whatis your full name, sir ? 
Daniel W. Stevens. 
And you are a member of the Fire Department ? 
. Yes, sir. 
Where are you stationed? 
. Engine 26. 
How long have you been there, sir? 
. Ten years the 21st of next July. 
. And did you read or hear anything about the statement that Mr. 
Paige made before this committee ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Well, now, what do you say — would it be possible that any such 
thing as that could occur in that house ? 

-A: No, I don’t see how it could. 

_@. Did you ever hear any loud, boisterous noise in there —loud sing- 
ing that would, in your opinion, disturb or attract the attention of a 
passer-by ? 

A. No, because the men go to sleep at half-past eight or nine o’clock 
in the bunk-room underneath, and we don’t disturb them. 
q. And where is your smoking room— in the second story ? 
A. The top story. 
-Q. Top of the building ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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And the men are on the first floor ? 

Underneath there, yes, sir. 

Have you ever heard any singing in the Boston Theatre ? 

Yes, sir. 

. Well, would that be loud enough to attract the attention of a 
passer-by ? 

A. Sometimes I have heard it loud enough. 

Q. Has your attention ever been attracted by any loud singing there ? 

A. Well, not so much there as the building over, I think, in the 
piano company’s building there ; there is a club room or some room of 
some kind there where quite a number of gentleman and ladies gather 
and play the piano and sing anywheres from half-past ten to eleven. 

Q. And you have heard it over there? 

A. Sometimes we sit in our smoking-room windows and listen to 
them. 

Q. Summer nights ? 

A. Summer nights. 

@. Have you ever seen any drinking and carousing going on up 
there, and loud singing, in the engine-house ? 

A. No, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. — Mr. Innis, where do you buy your bedding, sheets, 
and pillow-cases ? 

Commissioner INN1Is. — Wheeler, Blodgett, & Co., now, on Summer 
street. 

Q. Whom did you buy it of before? 

A. Shepard, Norwell, & Company. 

The chairman requested the clerk to sammon Mr. Shepard’s chief 
clerk, for the next meeting, requesting him to bring his books and papers, 
showing what supplies had been furnished the Fire Department ; also to 
notify several of the petitioners to be present. 


OhOLO 


Adjourned, at 5.31 P.M., to meet Wednesday, March 29, at 2 P.M. 


TWELFTH HEARING. 


Wepnespay, March 29, 1893. 
The hearing was resumed at 2 P.M., Chairman Lee presiding. 


Statement by PHINEAS PIERCE. 


(By the Coarrman.) Your full name, sir? 
Phineas Pierce. 
And your business? 
I am an importer and jobber of men’s furnishing goods. 
In what part of Boston? 
On Summer street, Nos. 32 to 36. 
And you are a resident of Boston? 
I am. 
. Now, Mr. Pierce, your firm, or yourself, signed a petition on 
January 24? 
A. About that time. 
@. Complaining of the inefficiency of the department, stating 
that the public had lost confidence in the fire department of this 
city? 
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A. Yes. 

@. And that a large amount of money is annually spent for 
the support and improvement of the department and that the city 
is not obtaining the results? 

A. I signed that. 

@. Signed it for the firm? 

A. 1 did. 

@. Mr. Pierce, can you tell the committee where there is any 
inefficiency on the part of the department, faulty management? 

A. I am sorry to say I cannot point out any particular detail. 

@. Or even so far as the expending of the appropriation is con- 
cerned for the department ? 

A. Of course, Mr. Chairman, you must know when — will you 
permit me? 

@. In your own way, sir; go right on. 

A. You must know, the committee must know, when I was 
subpeenaed to attend here that I could bring no contribution of 
accurate knowledge of the details of fire administration or of the 
extinguishment of fires. It is true that 1 signed the paper, the 
petition, and signed it with alacrity, for an investigation, with a 
view to applying a remedy, in consideration of results. ‘To the 
results I and the class I represent down town must look. I myself 
—and many agree with me—believe that the individual bravery 
and heroism and self-sacrifice of the individuals of the Fire Depart- 
ment — the workmen, the firemen — are unequalled. but there 
must be somewhere a fault in administration which fails to produce 
the results for which the tax-payers are taxed, and I believe it 
does not lie with the personnel of the department itself, but in the 
method and system of administration. 

Q. Well, where would you say, in what particular —in re- 
ferring to the administration you mean the commissioners? 

A. Yes. 

@. That is where you would make the application of the 
remedy ? 

A. That is where I would begin. I would begin with them, if 
I had the power. 

@. And what remedy would you apply, if you had the power, to 
them? 

A. If I had the power I would discharge them and hire a man, 
if possible to be found in the country, who possessed the require- 
ments — education, training, and experience — at whatever price 
it would be necessary to tax the people in order to procure him. 
That is the first remedy I would try in a private affair of my own. 
Without in the least disparaging the attainments of the commis- 
sioners, or in the least casting the slightest imputation upon their 
capacities as gentlemen, I firmly believe that they are not quali- 
fied, either by experience or by training, to undertake the admin- 
istration of this great work. 

@. Do you believe that the commissioners should be men of 
experience in the science of fighting fires? 

44.3.1 do. 

@. You do? 
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A. I do. 

@. And you make that applicable, I suppose, to all other 
branches of the government? 

A. Yes, sir; I do. 

@. Now, have you in mind a man possessing the qualifications 
that you speak of ? 

I have not, but I can tell you the kind of a man, if you will 
allow me, that I should select. 

Q. Well, we would like to have that. 

Aged would have a man who was trained in the army and 
trained in the habit of commanding large bodies of men, a man 
who would enforce the strictest discipline without hardship; and. 
next to a man who had that training in the army I would try to 
find a man in the navy, an active commander in the navy. ‘Those 
are the type of man that I would select if I had my way. 

@. Well, you would select a man, then, from the army, simply 
on account of the discipline that he might exert or the influence 
he might have over the discipline of the Fire Department? 

A. Not altogether that. 

Q. Well, in what way? 

A. I mention that, because that would be a paramount con- 
sideration with me, but the other considerations that would enter 
into it would be a scientific training at West Point. That would 
be a large contribution to my desire in my selection. 

@. Do you know, Mr. Pierce, whether the cadets at West 
Point get any training so far as the science of fighting fires is con- 
cerned ? 

A. Ido not; but I know that.they— 

@. Then, why do you recommend a man in the army to fight 
fires that has not had and never had any training in the science of 
fighting fires? 

A. Well, why? Because the general training a man gets at 
West Point adapts him at once to any problem that demands 
scientific application. 

@. Does that fit his mind to be applied to the science of fight- 
ing fires in any form, shape, or manner that you know of? 

A. Well, I don’t insist upon that, but I say and repeat. that 
that the training one derives at West Point fits him for the applica- 
tion for his mind to problems which are created by conflagrations, 
which a man destitute of that training does not possess. ‘That is 
what I mean. 

Q. The object of having such a man is entirely on account of 
discipline, is it not? 

A. Not at all, not at all; it is a large consideration, but not 
the only one. 

@. Would you have the man whom you speak of, who had 
charge of the administrative work of the Fire Department of Boston 
— would you have him take command of the fires? 

A. Well, in one way I would—as a general would take com- 
mand of an army. 

@. Do you believe that the administrative work, the legislative 
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work and the executive work of a department, should devolve upon 
one man to carry out? 

Be By Ae tae 

Q- You believe that should be made applicable to all depart- 
ments? 

A. Ido. 

Q. And then with the spirit of the amended charter of Boston 
you do not agreet 

A. Well, I want to say so much the worse for the charter, Mr. 
Chairman, but my convictions are deep-seated in that respect. 

@. Do you know from your own knowledge, or from any obser- 
vations, of where there is any need of better discipline among the 
rank and file of the department ? 

A. No, sir; not of my own observation. 

@. Have you ever heard it commented upon — the rank and 
file J am now speaking of? 

A. No, only in the most general way, which it would be obvi- 
ously improper for one to repeat. 

@. Well, you mean to say, then, that that would apply to the 
department, the whole rank and file of the department, or to some 
individual case ? 

A. The whole organization. I have never observed the slight- 
est infraction. of discipline myself. In fact, my observation of 
affairs is too limited to even mention anything in that particular. 

Q@. Well, Iam talking now so far as the discipline of the de- 
partment is concerned? 

A. Well, Ihave nothing to add to what I say in that respect, 
that I know nothing disparaging. 

@. You say nothing other than what you have just stated, that 
for bravery and for fighting fires the rank and file of the depart- 
ment were probably as well equipped as any in the country? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But you believe that an army or a naval officer should have 
charge of the administrative work of the department? 

A. The whole of it, yes. | 

Q. The whole of it? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Have you ever heard any military officer suggested that 
might meet the requirements? 

A. No, never. 

Q. Have you ever heard of ny: naval officer that would be 
qualified to fill the bill? 

A. Never. | 

@. You know nothing, I suppose, yourself, so far as the fight- 
ing of fires is concerned ? V5 

A. No, sir; I haven’t seen a fire except at a long distance since 
the Thanksgiving fire. 

@. And you know nothing about how the administrative work 
of the Fire Department is carried on? 

_A. No, nothing — absolutely nothing. 
(). Never even, I suppose, read the rules of the department? 
A. Never. 
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@. Or the ordinances governing the department? 

A. Never. 

@. You don’t know what the fire losses in Boston were during 
the year 1892? 


A. No. 
@. Nor the premiums received ? 
A. No. 


@. Do you know anything Fane your own knowledge, or have 
you ever heard it commented upon, in regard to the construction 
of our buildings, as to the large areas that are occupied, the floor- 
space ? 

A. Yes, I occupy a large floor-space. 

@. Covering how much? 

A. Ten thousand square feet. 

Q. That, of course, is in accordance with the law — ten thou- 
sand feet? 

A. Yes, the premises I occupy were completed in 1874, the 
spring of 1874, and we moved into them and have occupied them 
since March, 1874. . 

@. Would you think that it would be advisable to have the 
space increased, say to fourteen or fifteen thousand feet without 
the intervention of any brick wall? 

A. Well, that would be expert opinion, Mr. Chairman. If you 
should ask me whether I should agree to the proposition to reduce 
floor areas to six thousand feet, I should say no, I don’t agree to 
that, cannot agree to it. We get along very well with ten thou- 
sand feet; we could use fourteen thousand. 

@. Yes; but it would be, of course, a detriment to your busi- 
ness if you had to reduce it to six thousand? 

A. Yes, it would be a very serious diminution of our capacity 
to handle the business we undertake to do. 

@. The rates have been increased down in your district within a 
short time? 

A. Not with me. I have no insurance running out antil De- 
cember, I think. 
| Q. Well, if you had, that increase would have taken place under 
that circular that was sent out? 

A. Well, I believe that is under discussion by the underwriters, 
but [ have no practical knowledge of that. 

@. Did you receive any circular from the Board of Underwriters 
on or about the fourteenth of March? 

A. No, I don’t recollect that ; what was the purport of that? 

@. What have you to say about the overhead electric wires, Mr. 
Pierce ; do you believe they ought to remain overhead? 

A. No; I should like to see them all put underground, Mr. 
Chairman. . 

@. Would you make that as a suggestion, to assist and help 
the department and the owners of property ? 

A. Yes, I should if my suggestion would be of any weight. 

@. Do you know the chief engineer of the Boston Fire Depart- 
ment? 

A. No, sir. 
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@. Have you ever had occasion yourself to question his ability 

or judgment as a fireman? 

. As a fireman, no. 

Have you ever heard it questioned ? 

Yes. 

By underwriters ? 

No, I don’t know that they were underwriters, but among 
my friends who are not underwriters. 

@. Could you recite to the committee what the cause of com- 
plaint was? 

A. Well, incapacity to handle so many men and to manage a 
great fire. 

@. Well, how many times has that occurred in three years ? 

A. That I have heard those remarks ? 

@. Or where he would be obliged to handle a large force of 
mei? 

A. Well, I don’t know. You asked me what I had heard about 
the engineer. 

@. Iam coming back to that in a moment. 

A. Just how these gentlemen, these friends of mine, arrived at 
that state of mind where the criticism was possible I cannot say. 

@. I ask you, Mr. Pierce, do you know of your own knowledge, 
or did any of your friends ever, in commenting upon his inability to 
handle large forces of men, make any statement of the number of 
large fires where a large force of men would be necessary, where 
he would have to command a large force? 

A. No, I think not. . I don’t think details were descended to. 

Q. What, sir? 

A. I don’t think there was ever any descent to details; general 
talk; in short, as the boys put it, Mr. Chairman, it was that ‘‘ he 
wasn’t in it.” 

Q. Well, now, of course, in making that statement they in- 
tended, of course, to question his judgment, to infer his inability to 
cope with fires, handling a large number of men? 

A. Yes. 

@. Now, again, I ask you, do you of your own knowledge or 
have you ever heard it stated at what time or at what fire he didn’t 
show good judgment in handling his men? 

No particular instance. 

Were you an observer of the fire on Lincoln street yourself ? 
No. 

Didn’t look at it? 

No. 

You looked at it, I suppose, afterwards, after it was under 
control? 

A. I tried to, but I couldn’t get within the lines and I have 
never been there yet. 
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@. Never been inside the lines? 

A. Not yet. 

Q. You mean the fire lines? 

A. The-fire lines. 

@. And you have never been dont to look the territory over? 


MANAGEMENT OF FrRE DEPARTMENT. 579 


A. No, sir. 
@. Then, of course, you would be unable to give us your judg- 
ment of what you thought of how the fire was stopped ? 
Yes, I said so at the beginning—I don’t know. 
Did you ever look into Tremont Temple since the fire ? 
Have I been in there? 
Yes. 
- No. 
I mean since the fire? 
ae I haven’t been there since the Democratic State con- 
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of "That I suppose you attended? 

A. I did —I was a delegate. 

@. You have no knowledge of your own, Mr. Pierce, as to how 
the laws in New York compare with Boston? | 

AiStE NC? 

@. You have no knowledge of how fires are managed -and 
fought there? 


Ay No: 

@. Nor of any other city in the country that you know? 

A. No, sir. 

@. You have never made that a study? 

A. Never. 

@. How long ago was it, Mr. Pierce, since you have heard 


comments made upon the judgment or inability of the present chief 
of the Fire Department ? 

Oh, for several years — I cannot fix it. 

Well, would you go back to 1885? 

Was that the Thanksgiving fire? 

I believe that was in 1889 — since 1889? 

Since the Thanksgiving fire? 

Since. 

Yes, sir; I should set it about that? 

After the Thanksgiving fire do you know of any other fire 
where any comments were made upon his management? 

A, No, notin particular, 

@). Have vou ever heard any comments made upon his handling 
of the fire on Federal street? 

A. No, I have not. 

@. And it is the Thanksgiving fire that led you up to that point 
that you believed that an army or a naval officer should be in 
command of the administration. 

A. Oh; no; not at all, Mr. Chairman, not at all. May I say 
that that is original with you? 

Q. Sir? 

A. May I venture to say that that is original with you? I 
didn’t say that. 

Q. What is that that is original with. me — the idea of the 
placing of an army or naval officer in command, in charge of the 
administrative work of the department? 

A. No; the statement that it originated with me at that particu- 
lar time. 
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Q. I asked you if it had? 

A. No; you asked, ‘‘ If, then, that is the case that it originated 
with you at that time?” 

@. Well, I simply require an answer, yes or no. 

A. Well, it did not. 

Q. Now, Mr. Pierce, what led you to frame your mind to the 
fact that an army or naval officer would be the best equipped man 
to take charge of the administrative work of the department? 
Well, because they are educated to administration. 

What? 

They are educated to administer. 

Of course you are a graduate of West Point? 

No. ney, a 
You are not? 

No. 

Have you been in the army? 

No. 

Then you know nothing about the condition of things at 
West Point yourself? 

A. Yes; what I have read —also, I should add what I have 
observed in the conduct of the officers themselves. 

@. Well, there are times when their conduct is brought into 
question — there have been times you have read of when their 
conduct has been questioned ? 

A. No, not at all—that isn’t what I meant. 

Q. Well? 

A. When I say the conduct, I mean to convey the idea in re- 
gard to their capacity for administration of affairs. 

Q. Their training? 

A. Their training and their capacity for administration — the 
absolute certainty of an administration by an army officer is 
proverbial. 

. Do you call to mind any time where the training that any 
officers have received at West Point has been faulty and question 
has been raised as to their ability ? 

A. Well, I don’t. 

@. You cannot call any to mind? 

A. No, I cannot. 

@. I suppose that you don’t have the time to read up the rec- 
ords of the executive mansion so far as the military force of the 
country is concerned? 

A. No, of course not. 

@. You wouldn’t pay much attention to it if you had seen a 
piece in the paper where some West Point officer, a graduate of 
West Point, an officer in the army, had been court-martialed — 
you would simply give it a passing notice? 

Well, I don’t recall any. 

Don’t recall any ? 

No, sir. 

It may be that there are plenty of cases on record; I suppose? 
I dare say. There must be exceptions to every rule. 
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@. Do you know how many men there are in the Boston Fire 
Department? 

A. No. 

@. Nor yet do you know how the department is made up, 
officered ? 

A, No, I don’t know anything about the organization. 

(). Have you ever heard discussion among any of your friends 
as to the need of more apparatus for the department ? 

A. Yes, it has been speculated upon whether more was needed 
or not. Certainly the tax-payers of this city, so far as I know 
them, would most cheerfully submit to any degree of taxation to 
furnish the department with all the appliances they can use or 
recommend. 

@. Do you know of any piece of apparatus that might be added 
to the department that would add to its efficiency ? 

A. No, I don’t. : 

@. And youare a thorough believer in one-headed commissions ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Then, I suppose you believe that the public library, the ad- 
ministration there, might be as well carried on by one man as by 
five ? 

A. Precisely that. We exemplified that by the selection of an 
admirable librarian. 

@. And the librarian is certainly under the direction of the 
Board of Directors ? 

A. Precisely. 

Then he is not the officer in command? 

Yes, he is. 

Under orders ? 

The Board of Trustees act only as a board of appeal. 

He carries out the wishes of the Board of Trustees? 

As to statutes, yes ; he administers the statutes. 

And administers all the rules laid down by the Board of 
Trustees? 

A. Every one. 

Q. And you think that he himself might conduct the affairs of 
the public library and that the Board of ‘Trustees might be 
abolished ? 

A. I haven’t the least doubt but what he could do it, Mr. 
ae 

(By Commissioner Mon diel ) I want to ask, Mr. Pierce, if 
see similar conditions better results could be shown to have 
occurred in Boston than in any other city, would you care to 
modify anything you have said here to-day? 

A. I don’t think I quite understand the question. 

@. If it could be shown that better results are attained here in 
Boston in the matter of fires, ete., than in other cities — 1 am 
merely just supposing a case — 

A. Yes, I understand. 

Q. If that fact could be shown would you modify any of the 
assertions you have made here to-day ? 
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A. I should, if better results were attained under similar or 
equal conditions. 

Q. Well, if I put it ** under similar conditions ”’ it will make it 
easier to show better results — I would let it go generally without 
similar conditions ? 

A. Yes. 

@. The only thought that struck me was that you have such 
positive ideas on the subject that I am inclined to think if you 
looked into the results in: other cities perhaps you might be 
led to modify what you have said? 

A. Well, it might be, but unfortunately I have not looked into 
the comparative yesults under similar conditions in other cities. 
As I said at the beginning, without the least personal prejudice 
whatever I have arrived at the profound conviction and belief that 
we don’t get there in extinguishing fires. 

@. But you are not sure of that, because you haven’t looked it 
up. 

A. Well, that may be. I haven’t looked it up, it is true. 

@. Now, of course, you are aware of the fact that the Fire De- 
partment of Boston are not responsible for the construction of the 
city ? 

A. Precisely so. 

@. And that in some cities they are? 

A. That I did not know. iat 

@. Yes, that is a fact. Consequently they have to take what 
is given them? 

A. Yes. 

(). Not what they want to have. You said something about 
the areas there, if I remember aright. Did I understand you 
to mean by that, did I understand it to be your opinion, that 
large areas are not bad, but are good in case of fires? 

A. No, I didn’t express an expert opinion on that. I merely 
said we couldn’t dispatch our business with smaller areas than we 
do now, which is the same as saying that we must all do a smaller 
business or move to some other city where we can find floor areas 
sufficiently large to carry on the business that we undertake to do. 

@. Are you aware of the fact that in other cities they place 
extra insurance rates on large areas of floor-spaces ? 

A. I dare say we pay extra on account of our floor-space? 

@. Well, when I say ‘‘extra”’ I mean extraordinary as com- 
pared to Boston — at least, 1 should judge so. 

A. Well, in New York I have been at some pains to find out 
what rates are and I have found in similar stock to ours that their 
rate was a little less. 

@. How about the conditions? 

A. I don’t know, but I should say they were similar conditions, 
because they have open stocks in the dry goods -line in large 
areas. 

Large floor areas? 

Yes, sir; large areas, large floor areas. 
With the same construction of buildings? 
That I don’t know. 


LORD! 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 583 


@. All those things enter into it. 

A. Of course they do. 

@. Then, just to repeat once more, so as to be sure that we un- 
derstand each other, if it could be shown to your satisfaction that 
under the same conditions — or not under the same conditions, 
taking city for city—that better results are obtained in Boston 
in fighting fires, you would be in a position where you think you 
would modify something of what you have said? 

A. I should most certainly, most cheerfully. 

Commissioner Murpruy. — I think it can be shown to you. 

@. (By Commissioner Fircu.) Mr. Pierce, I believe you made 
the statement that, in your opinion, the personnel of the Boston 
Fire Department — that is, the rank and file of the Boston Fire 
Department, I will say—was unequalled? I think that is the 
term you used? 

A. I said in the exhibitions they made of heroism and self- 
sacrifice and courage. 

Q@. Fidelity and courage? 

A. Yes, that they were unequalled. ‘That is historical, and I 
have observed that. 

@. Did you ever know those qualities to be manifested to such 
a conspicuous extent where the management or control, the com- 
mand of these men, was in inefficient hands? 

A. Well, I think such a condition would be perfectly compat- 
ible, perfectly so. 

@. Have you ever known it to occur? 

A. Well, I don’t know that I have ever known them to be 
absent. 

(). Well, cannot you argue the character of the officers of the 
companies or of the district from the discipline and the character 
of the men that you see in that district and their operations at 
fires or away from fires? 

A. Not in the least, not in the least. That would be the same 
as saying that a brave army aimlessly thrown at an enemy in a 
hot engagement by the incompetence of officers derived all their 
bravery and what skill they displayed from the officers themselves. 

@. Did you ever see or know of any remarkable exhibition of 
bravery in the army, in any army, where the officers were cow- 
ardly, inefficient, and derelict in any way? 

A, Yes, I think I can point you to a very notable one, and that 
was the action at Mollwitz, I think, where Frederick the Second 
ran away from his army at his first battle. 

Q. Well, supposing they had been under the same man at the 
second battle, knowing his ‘constitution, do you think these men 
would have shown the same bravery and.same heroism? 

A. It is very hard to say what they would have done. 

@. You must understand that these men here are, day after day for 
three hundred and sixty-five days in the year, under the command 
of the same officers. Now, you would advocate putting a naval 
officer at the head of the Fire Department? 

‘ALY CSe Sirs 

@. I suppose the same in all cities? 
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A. Well. 

Q. If it is a good thing in Boston it would be a good thing in 
all the cities in the country, in all cities? 

A. Well, this city concerns me. 

@. Well, as a general principle? 

A. Well, my purview isn’t so wide as that. Boston is large 
enough for me. 

@. Well, if it is good enough here it is good enough elsewhere ? 

A. Well, other people can settle their own affairs. I am only 
a humble one in Boston, but I have a lively interest in her affairs. 

@. Well, Mr. Pierce, would you think it well to put an army or 
navy Officer at the head of the Water Board ? 

A. No; I shouldn’t think it would be indispensable. He 
wouldn’t do any harm there. 

Q. Well, for the Fire Department would you have naval officers, 
—there are perhaps, I haven’t the figures exactly, but there may 
be 80 officers of the Boston Fire Department. Would you have: 
each one of them an army or naval officer? 

A. I don’t think that would necessarily follow —it wouldn’t be 
indispensable. | 

@. Would it be advisable, helpful, beneficial ? 

A. Yes, if you could get them. 3 

@. Well, if that was done all over the country it would keep 
the mills at West Point and Annapolis grinding a little harder than 
they do now. 

A. Well, all right; we are willing to be taxed. 

@. (By Commissioner Murruy.) Would you have the Secre- 
tary of War an army Officer? 

A. Yes, by all means. 

@. And the Secretary of the Navy a naval officer ? 

i. I think so, by all means. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) Did you ever have a fire in your place 
of business, Mr. Pierce? 

. No, sir. 

None of your firm ever had? 

. Not since 1872, when we were consumed. 
Well, since 1872? 

No. 

No fire? 

No; no alarms. 
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Statement by Epwarp D. Brake. 


(By the Cuairman.) Your full name, sir? 

Edward D. Blake. 

And your business? ° 

Insurance agent. 

Where? 

19 Central street, Boston. 

You represent Massachusetts or foreign companies ? 
Foreign companies. 

Are you a resident of Boston? 

. Yes, sir. . 
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@. Are you a member of the Board of Underwriters ? 

A. I an, sir. 

@. You, of course, are familiar with the petition which you 
signed? 

Yes, sir. 

In all its details? 

Yes, sir. 

Do you call to mind the first paragraph in the petition? 

No, sir; I couldn’t by memory. 

Well, I am going to hand this down to you and let you read 
that ‘yourself, and then ask you in your own way to state. 

A. Well, of course, I know, Mr. Chairman, in a general way, 
what the meaning of this is. Iam willing to acknowledge that I 
am not a fireman. I don’t know how to fight a fire, don’t pretend 
to; | simply know what the result has been in the city of Boston 
for the last three years and a half -— going back just previous to the 
fire on Thanksgiving day. We have had three very serious con- 
flagrations, and where the fault lies I don’t know, don’t pretend to 
say. I only know what the result to not only my company but 
other companies has been; and that is the reason that we hoped 
to find where the trouble lay.. Whether it is with the Fire Com- 
missioners, the Inspector of Buildings, or what, I don’t pretend to 
say; but the result, you probably know, has been anything but 
pleasant to the local underwriters or to the companies they repre- 
sent. 

@. You have no suggestions to offer? 

A. No, sir; I am not a fireman. It isn’t my business to put 
out fires — I don’t know how to. 

@. Have you any suggestions to offer where any improvement 
might be made in the department? 

‘AL NO, Sil. 

(). Have any of your companies instructed you to cease writing 
policies in Boston? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Do you know what the losses in posta were during 1892? 

A. I couldn’t tell you here; I could tell you at my office. 

@. Do you know what the premiums are that were paid in 
Boston during 1892? 

A. No, sir; I can tell you at my office. The statistics are all 
there. I don’t carry them in my mind? 

@. I suppose almost any of us could get that at the Boston 
Public Library ? 

A. I don't know whether the Boston Public Library has it or 
not, sir. 

Q. The United States census reports have it? 

A. I couldn’t tell you whether it was in the United States 
census or not. 

@. Then you couldn’t tell anything about the comparative pre- 
miums paid in New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, or any other 
large city, compared with Boston? 

A. I couldn’t tell you the exact proportion, no, sir. 
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@. Can you tell us how the loss in any of those other large 
cities would compare with Boston ? 

A. No. sir; I cannot give you any idea. I am simply a com- 
mon, everyday, local agent in the city of Boston. I have nothing 
to do with New York except with brokers or with Chicago except 
as a broker. 

@. You have never made any examination, then, of the fire 
departments of these other cities? 

A. No, sir. 

@. And of course are not conversant with any of the rules of 
the Boston Fire Depar tment? 

A. No, sir — that is, not enough to express an opinion. 

@. Or the ordinances of the city governing the Fire Depar t- 
ment. 

A, No, sir. 

@. You believe the overhead electric wires are a menace to 
property and life? 

A. I do, most decidedly, sir. 

@. And what would vou suggest there? 

A. Put them underground, ‘and I so testified before the com- 


mittee of the legislature this month. : 
Q. You went to the legislature? 
A. I did, sir. 


Q. One of the few that went? 

A. Well, I don’t know how many went —I went, sir. I cer- 
tainly believe that it is a great menace to the city of Boston, this 
system of overhead wires, and have for a great many years. 

(. And it of course makes risks more hazardous? 

A. I think so. 

@. Would it be any benefit to the Board of Underwriters if 
they were taken down? 

A. In the net result, yes, sir. I suppose you know what I 
mean by the net result? 

@. And consequently would be of greater benefit to your 
clients ? 

A.) Yes: sir. 

Q. Lower rates? 

A, It may not mean any lower rates, but it means they will not 
be so high as they would be without it. 

@. Well, that will have to be done by your rating committee? 

A. I don’t think we have got power enough to govern that. 
We can in isolated cases, if you put these large poles in front of 
buildings with a great deal of value in them, we can increase the 
rates, as we did a few years ago when the Board of Aldermen 
granted permission to the Western Union Telegraph Company to 
put up their poles in Friend street. We increased our rates fifty 
per cent. ‘The Western Union said the poles couldn’t and wouldn’t 
come down, but they did. 

@. Well, you would have that application made principally, I 
suppose, to the city proper? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Wouldn’t want to carry it out into the outlying district? 
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A. No, sir. 

@. You mean the business district, what is called the city: 
proper? 

iC res; Sir. 

@. And there you would put the wires underground? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And I understood you to say you had no suggestion to make 
as to anything that would improve the efliciency “of the depart- 
ment ? 

A. No, sir; I wish I had, sir. 

@. You believe that the ‘addition to the department of a new 
fire-boat along the water front would be an improvement and a 
help to the department, sir? 

A. I should say it would be, sir; but that is a question that 
personally, as I said before, I haven’t looked enough into the details 
of the department to express an opinion in regard to, although I 
think two fire-boats would be far better than one, in the same way 
as it would be better if they had four water-towers instead of two, 
as they have now. Four would be better. 

@. You would recommend the purchase of two more water 
towers? 

A. No, sir; I don’t recommend the purchase of two more.. 

@. But you think, however, the adding of any pieces of appara- 
tus to the department improves the department, in a general 
way? 

ee I think in a general way the more pieces of apparatus are 
added to the department, more particularly in certain sections of 
the city, the more efficient it is. 

Q. Do you know any portion of the business district where it 
would be necessary to place any more fire-alarm boxes ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Have you heard any complaint made from that source ? 

Asi INo< sir. 

@. What do you say about the large floor-spaces and the stor- 
ing of large amounts of merchandise in buildings where they have 
10,000 feet or over of floor-space. What would you say as to 
6,000 feet, 10,000 feet, or 15,000 feet? 

A. We have had three heavy loss fires which have started in 
large buildings: the Thanksgiving day fire, and the 10th of Jan- 
uary fire, and the 10th of March fire. 


Q. Well, what would you suggest? 

A. Well, I am not an expert. 

@. You think the space should be cut down? 

A. Well, as I understand it now the limit by statute is 10,000 
feet. 

@. Ten thousand feet now? 

A. Whether they should be erected beyond that I won’t si 


tend to say, and wouldn’t want to say. 

@. You, I suppose, would base your judgment on the opinion 
of experts on that question ? 

A. I would rather have somebody else answer that. Of course, 
all the underwriters are opposed to large area buildings. 
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@. Have you ever had any complaint from any of your clients 
as to the bursting of hose at fires? 

A. Yes, sir — yes, I have had two or three complaints. 

Q. Lately? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q@. Well, will you kindly state to the committee where they were 
and what was the character of them? 

A. The building 109 Kingston street, Boston, at the fire on the 
10th of March — the building occupied in part by Creed, Kellogg, 
& Co. There was no fire in the building, and yet we were obliged 
to pay fifty per cent. loss for the bursting of a hose in that build- 
ing. I had $3,000, I think it was, on Creed, Kellogg, if my 
memory serves me right, and the adjusters from my office said 
that practically the entire damage was on account of the bursting 
of a hose in that building. That is the only one I can speak of 
from absolute knowledge. 

@. Now, you say your inspector informed you that it was from 
the bursting of hose? 

A. I didn’t say inspector —the adjuster; in other words, what 
we call a special agent. 

Q@. That it was from the bursting of hose? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Was he present at the fire, and did he see the hose burst? 

A: No, sir. 

@. Well, will you inform the committee where he derived his 
opinion from? 

A. I couldn’t, sir. 

@. What is the agent’s name — your adjuster’s name? 

A. Cross —F. T. Cross. 

The Cuairman. — Summon him, Mr. Clerk. 

The Witness. — He is away from town now, sir; but he will be 
very willing to come up on his return. 

Q. (By the Cuairman.) We would like all the information we 
can get at about the bursting of hose. 
A. Well, I will simply state that he isn’t in Boston, and will 
not be for two or three days ; but I will so communicate to him, if 
you wish, Mr. Chairman, and I will cite the case, and he, un- 

doubtedly, will appear here. 

@. And I suppose his opinion was based on what we was told? 

A. I should judge so. Of course, I have no right to speak for 
any ope else. You asked me fora specific case, and that is one. 

@. I suppose you had no conversation as to whether he was at 
the fire or not at that one particular building ? 

A. Well, I don’t think he was in Boston then, sir. 

Q. He wasn’t? 

A. At the time of the fire he wasn’t in Boston — went away to 
settle losses for two of my companies; and he made the remark 
to me day before yesterday that the larger portion of damage of 
that stock was caused by the bursting of the hose. That seemed 
to be a more specific case than a great many cases we have heard 
of in the last year or two, or whatever the time is —or it may be 
all there is, as far as that is concerned. 
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@. Well, there is more or less hose bursting, I suppose, but we 
like to get at that and find out in regard to the case,— whether it 
is true that the hose burst, what the facts are, and we can_ prob- 
ably trace it up. Now, Mr. Blake, you believe that by the framing 
of an ordinance, or by some law that might be enacted, if the city 
council have not the power, that an inspection of the wiring of 
the interior of buildings with electric light wires, either for light 
or motive power, by the Department for the Inspection of Build- 
ings, would be a wise and judicious thing. 

A. I think so, yes, sir. 

@. And not merely at its construction, but to follow itup to see 
that the law was carried out? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. You think that would help to lessen the number of fires? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And consequently to lessen the rates? 

A. Eventually lessen the rates — eventually that would be 
brought about. 

@. Do you know whether the placing of risks in Boston is 
similar in conditions to the placing of risks in other cities? 

A. You mean as far as being placed through brokers, and ques- 
tions of that kind? 

@. Well, on your examinations ? 

A. Yes, sir; as a rule, yes. 

@. You, of course, have an inspector in your office; or is it 
done by your own clerical force? 

A. Well, we have got four men we can call on, sir, at any time 
to do that work. 

Q. They are connected with the Board of Underwriters ? 

A. No, sir; connected with my office. 

@. Connected with your own ollice? 

A, ves. Bir. 

@. And their business is to make inspections of risks that you 
might think to be hazardous ? 

A. Yes, sir; I have got four special agents in my office con- 
nected with four companies of which I am local agent, and I have 
got the authority to call on them at any time I want to to go and 
look at any particular risk I want to have inspected —as I told 
one of them this morning to go and look at one that I couldn’t in- 
spect myself. 

@. Then you do make a personal inspection — that is, by your 
agents, —of nearly if not all your risks? 

A. I wouldn’t say as far as that, sir, no, sir. 

@. You have some you call standard risks? 

A. I won’t say standard risks —there are certain risks I have 
known personally for a great many years. 

@. Well, those you do not know of personally whatever, you 
have an examination made? 

A. If there is anything about the location or apparent occu- 
pancy of the building, yes, sir. 

@. Did you have any insurance on the Hecht building? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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@. Were you present at the fire? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. What time did you arrive there, Mr. Blake? 

A. I should say a little after nine o’clock — these questions of 
hours are very uncertain, but I should say a little after nine o’clock 
I heard of the fire and went there. 

Q. Well, after the fire had been all extinguished what 
opinion did you arrive at as to the manner in which it was 
handled? 

A. Well, that is a pretty hard question to answer because my 
position in that matter is just the same as on others of that kind. 
I am not a fireman and I might form conclusions which were very 
unjust to the men in command there; although I am free to con- 
fess that it did look to me as though one building on Summer 
street could have been saved, although I may have been entirely 
wrong in my conclusion and I don’t want to say it could have been 
saved. 

@. Hither the Preston or the Constant building you refer to? 

A. Well, the building immediately adjoining the John I. Brown 
building. 

@. I suppose you were at the Lincoln-street fire ? 

A. I was, sir. 

@. Have you ever had occasion to criticise the way in which 
that fire was handled or managed by the department? 

A. No, sir. 

@. What would you say as to the manner in which it was 
handled? 

A. Well, I think after they got at it they did splendidly. 
Whether with the condition the buildings were in they could 
have done anything, whether they could have done any different 
or not, I don’t know, because I wasn’t there until the buildings 
on the other side of Lincoln street were all on fire. 

@. Do you know how long that was? 

A. I don’t know, sir, of my own knowledge. 

@). How long after the first alarm did you get there? 

A. I couldn’t tell you, sir, because just after the second alarm 
came I walked over there. The majority of people ran. 

@. And you walked over there — and the buildings on the other 
side of the street were then on fire. 

>. Pe G-Pen 3 

Q. Well, that was less than ten minutes after the alarm, was it 
not? 

A. Oh, I should say it was more than that. The alarm, I be- 
lieve, was 4.20—the commissioners could answer as to the 
exact time of the alarm. I should think it was twenty minutes 
probably after the first alarm came in before I was there—may be 
a little more than that. 

And the other side of Lincoln street was all ablaze? 

Yes, sir. 

And the Tremont Temple fire? 

I wasn’t there until the fire was practically out. 

Did you make an examination of that after the fire was out? 
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A. No, sir; I was refused admittance to the building after the 
fire was out. 

@. Didn’t you have a badge? 

A, I had my badge, yes, sir. 

@. And was refused admittance by the owners of the property? 

A. ‘No, sir. 

@. The protective department officers ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. By the police? 

A. I should say by the police. I was informed that the build- 
ing was unsafe and that nobody was allowed inside of it and I 
didn’t have curiosity enough to go in, although I was interested in 
the property. 

@. Have you, Mr. Blake, heard what the cause of the Lincoln- 
street fire was? | 

A. No, sir. 

@. Has there been any talk among the underwriters as to what 
the cause was? 

A. Well, of course, you know that there has been plenty of talk, 
but I never have had any satisfactory explanation given me of the 
origin of the fire. I don’t think any explanation has been given 
by anybody yet. Idon’t know whether the Fire Marshal has given 
any verdict or not; I haven’t seen it. 

@. Have you ever heard it talked among the Board of Under- 
writers that the janitor of that building was manufacturing a 
lubricating oil? 

IV ING, sir. 

You wouldn’t be surprised if that were so? 

Yes, I think I should be rather surprised if it was so. 

You would be surprised? 

Yes, sir. 

. If that was the case, then, it was a pretty hazardous risk, 
was it not? 

A. I should say so; yes, sir. 

@. Have you heard it stated, Mr. Blake, that the Board of 
Fire Underwriters contemplated making any charges against the 
Boston Fire Department ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. It was never brought up at any meeting? 

A. No, sir. Nothing of the kind. No, sir; I never heard of 
any charges to be brought against the Fire Department. 

@. And do you know of any charge that you could make per- 
sonally against the discipline of the department? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. The efficiency ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Is there not at the present time a feeling that the Fire De- 
partment has done excellent work at the last two or three fires? 

A. Finally, yes, sir. 

@. Among the Board of Underwriters? 

A. Finally, yes. 
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@. Have you ever heard the judgment of the ability of the 
chief of the Fire Department questioned? 

A. Only in a general way and not enough to make any specific 
statement. I couldn’t say who the talk has been made by. 

@. Have you ever had occasion yourself to criticise his judg- 
ment or ability — do you know him? 

A, Only just to speak to him. I don’t think the chief would 
know me — he certainly wouldn’t know me by name if he saw me. 

@. Well, from your own observations what is your judgment 
of his ability as a fireman to cope with fires? 

A. I am not a fireman, sir. 

@. Well, as an everyday citizen, as an observer, a man who 
takes risks? 

A. [ haven’t seen enough of him to tell.. All I am speaking 
about is the results. The results for the last three years have 
been very disastrous to insurance companies. Whether he is the 
man to blame or where the blame lies I don’t undertake to say. 

@. Well, you don’t know but it may be the officers of the 
Board of Underwriters, or their inspectors may be to blame for 
some of it? 

A. I don’t see where that comes in, sir. 

@. In not taking risks and making the insured partly responsi- 
ble for more care. 

A. Well, I suppose that is true of the insurance business any- 
where. You could put a little blame on the insurance people for 
not insisting upon that. . 

Q. That is what I am trying to get at. We don’t know but 
what we may have to make some law, so that they may have to 
have a quorum present. Has it ever been called to your attention, 
Mr. Blake, in connection with the Hecht-building fire, that that 
building for twenty-four or forty-eight hours was without any per- 
son upon the interior of it at all, any watchman? 

A. No, sir. 

@. And if that had been called to your attention what would 
you have done, as an underwriter having a risk on it? 

A. Nothing sir. There was no guarantee of a watchman given 
anyone on the part of owners of that building. 

@. None? You don’t exact that precaution, the placing of a 
watchman ? 

A. Notin all cases. 

@. What did you consider the risk on that building — an A 1 
risk ? 

A. It was rated practically as low as any wool-storage place in 
Boston, or as low as any except the storage on Union eee or 
any of those bonded stores. 

Q. Did the Board of Underwriters that you know of, or their 
inspectors, make any inquiries from the Inspector of Buildings as 
to the construction of that building before they rated it or placed 
their risks ? 

A. I couldn’t tell you, sir. 

Q. You didn’t? 
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@. You based your judgment, I suppose, upon what the com- 
mittee of the Board of Underwriters decided? 

A. Well, it was a building erected within comparatively few 
years and the Board of Underwriters supposed it was erected, and, 
so far as I know, it was erected according to law as the building 
law existed at that time. 

@. If you had believed that it was not an Al building properly 
constructed, would you have placed your risk just the same? 

A. No, sir. 

@. What would have been your course — to establish a higher 
rate ? 

A. If I couldn’t get a higher rate I wouldn’t have written it. 

@. Well, you would have written it for a higher rate? 

al. I might have written a smaller line at a higher rate, but not 
the line that I wrote, sir. 

@. Well, then, I suppose it simply simmers right down to the 
question with the underwriters of high rates, no matter how haz- 
ardous the risk may be? 

A. No, sir; I don’t mean in that sense at all. 

Q. Well, why? 

A. Sometimes you write a small line on a risk ata high rate 
because the party, the broker giving it to you, is a man giving you 
a large amount of business, and you assist him to as limited an 
extent as you can. 

@. But if you got your rate you would gee say, ‘* Well, I 
will have to vamble that and place the risk; I will write the 
policy ? ” 

A. Well, I might gamble a smaller amount, instead of taking 
out $10,00U, as I had there for some of my companies, taking 
$2,500. If I had considered the building unsafe and of poor con- 
struction, instead of writing $10,000, which was the amount some 
of my companies had there, — some more and some less, — I might 
have written a small amount. 

@. You believe in standpipes and roof hydrants; think they 
would add some to the efficiency of the department? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. I suppose you have been before the other committee ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. (By Commissioner Murrny.) I understood Mr. Blake to 
say that he wasn’t posted on the amounts of insurance, etc., in 
other cities ? 

A. No, sir; I am not. 

@. Couldn’t give the approximate figures? 

A. No, sir; I could not give you any idea of the amount of pre- 
miums or the amount paid out for fire patrol of either New York or 
Chicago. 


Statement by Horace V. Freeman. 


(By the Cuarrman.) Your full name? 
Horace Vincent Freeman. 

And your business ? 

Insurance. 
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Where? 

32 Kilby. 

You are a resident of Boston? 

Yes, sir. 

Are you a member of the Board of Underwriters ? 
I am. 

Of course your firm — 

Freeman & Vinton. 

Your firm signed this petition ? 

Yes, sir. 

Now, Mr. Freeman, what have you to say to that first para- 
graph — I suppose you read it? 

A. Well, I won’t say I have a very clear idea of just how it 
reads. Iam very busy and don’t remember those things. 

@. Well, I will read it and then you can state in your own way 
without any questions: ** The undersigned fire undeiwriters of 
Boston respectfully represent that in their opinion the administra- 
tion of the Fire Department of this city needs to be greatly im- 
proved in order to check the needless destruction of property due 
to its present inability to promptly and effectually extinguish fires 
that occur within our municipal limits.” 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And also there is another paragraph here which says: 
‘¢ Your petitioners believe that it is a reflection upon the munici- 
pal administration of this city that atter annually granting such 
large amounts of money to the requirements of defence against 
fire, such unsatisfactory results are obtained.” 

A. I think that last clause, ‘* unsatisfactory results,” would 
apply certainly to the last three years. We were seeking for a 
remedy. ‘That was my idea in signing it. If anybody had any 
information to give that would furnish a remedy, why, all right. 
I had no suggestions to make myself, because I don’t go inside 
the lines ever now. I used to when I was a director of the Pro- 
tective Department. I cannot, I have no badge now, and I don’t 
attend fires with any kind of regularity. I know I have had ex- 
perience in connection with losses and if something can be adopted 
in the way of a remedy, placing the wires underground or any- 
thing of that kind, I would like to see it done, see the remedies 
applied. 

@. You have no suggestions to offer yourself wherein the effi- 
ciency of the department might be improved ? 

A. No, sir; I have not. ‘The question seems to be one of 
opinion. Some think the Fire Department was managed all right 
on March 10, and of course some think it ought not to have spread 
as it did. I don’t know myself from any personal knowledge 
about the matter. I was there, left there about six o’clock, and 
didn’t get there until it was well under way, and I wasn’t inside the 
lines either there or at the Hecht fire, so I couldn’t say anything 
about either of those fires, the management of them. Ina general 
way I had always supposed that the Fire Department had 
managed pretty well until these fires occurred, these last three 
fires. The Thanksgiving-day fire was something unusual. 
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@. That was in 1889? 

A. 1889. 

@. Well, did you ever hear any complaint during 1890 made as 
to the efficiency of the department? 

A. I don’t think I did one. 

@. Or 1891? 

A. Of course, I must say I have heard —I don’t know from 
whom, I can’t say from whom — that the chief engineer was taken 
from an out-of-town department. As I understand, the chief 
wasn’t a captain of some vity company, but was taken from some 
district out in the suburbs. Am I right? 

@. Our chief engineer was? 

A. Yes, sir; and was brought into the city, and he hadn’t had 
the experience in the city districts. I won’t say from my own 
knowledge that that is so, but that is what I have always supposed 
and heard criticised in that way —his appointment as chief. 

@. Well, what would you call an out-of-town district, Mr. 
Freeman? 

Dorchester. 

Brighton? 

Yes, sir. 

West Roxbury? 

I should. 

Well, if he came from the Roxbury district, with its large 
manufacturing industries, would you think that that was an out 
of-town district ? 

A. Well, yes, I should. I think we have peculiar streets here, 
here in the ‘Heart of the city of Boston, to combat a fire in; dif- 
ferent from other cities, where the buildings are arranged in blocks. 
Here it is all cat-a-cornered,with little alley-ways backing up on to 
each other, and it is quite different from any section out in the 
suburbs. I think experience out there wouldn’t be of very much 
benefit to him in the city, so far as fighting fires in that class of 
buildings, the class of buildings we have in this city, is con- 
cerned. 

@. You don’t know of your own knowledge whether he was 
obliged to come into the city proper on first or second alarms or 
not, do you, prior to his appointment as chief ? 

A. No; I don’t know on what alarm. I understand there is a 
certain alarm, a general alarm, when they, of course, all have to 
come in. 

@. When they all come? 

A. Yes, sir; I don’t know which alarm, whether he came in on 
the first or second alarm or the third. 

@. Don’t you believe that a man who was in command, or had 
charge of a department where there were large manufacturing in- 
dustries, would be competent to come into Boston here and cope 
with fires here? 

A. Well, he might be competent if he could get the experience. 
I think the experience is worth a good deal, knowledge of our city 
— previous knowledge of the city, and the relutiye position of one 
building to another. 
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@. Well, during 1891; that was a fair year for the under- 
writers ? 

A. Well? 

@. Taking premiums and losses. | 

A. Well, a fair vear. We had had a bad fire on December 27, 
if I remember rightly. 

Q. Where was that? 

A. On Federal street, the building occupied by Hosmer & 
Codding, and Parker, Holmes & Co., I think in that building — I 
think I am right. 

@. Do you know what the loss on that building was? 

A. Well, I should say it was getting up towards half a million 
— between four and five hundred thousand dollars. 

Q. In what year? 

A. I think it was in 1891, wasn’t it? 

Commissioner Murruy. — There was no half a million dollar fire 
that year. 

(By the Coarrman.) Well, 1892 was an extraordinarily good 
year for the Board of Underwriters ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And the average for the three years wasn’t very bad, taking 
the general aggregate of losses as compared with the premiums re- 
ceived. 

A. It might be worse. 

@. Do you know where it could have been improved on, where 
there could have been any saving made? | 

A. Well—saving? I don’t quite understand—saving? I 
don’t know as J could say where there could be any saving made. 
Of course, if we could have fewer fires there would be a saving 
there. As to how we are going to stop the fires, have fewer fires 
in the city of Boston, I won’t say exactly how it can be done. 

@. That is what we are trying to find out? 

A. I know it. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Freeman, how are the losses adjusted by 
the underwriters or the insurance men? 

A. How are they adjusted ? 

Q. Yes; how do you adjust them? 

A. Well, we have a standard form of policy issued by the State 
that requires us if we cannot come to an agreement in settling 
losses to do this—the underwriters, with the assured, have a 
right to appeal to a Board of Arbitration. There is that clause in 
the policy. 

@. And what does that Board of Arbitration consist of ? 

A. We have —the insurance companies have — to name three 
men and the assured names three men, and we choose one of 
these three men that he names and they choose one of the three 
men that we name. ‘Those two meet and appointa third and they 
settle the loss. 

@. Well, now, do you know the procedure that they take in ad- 
justing the loss? 

A. Well, I don’t know exactly what you mean by ‘the 
procedure.” ‘he man has got to make up a schedule of his claim. 
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Q. That is, the insured has? 

A. The assured has got to make up a schedule of what he has 
lost or what he claims his loss to be in his building. If it is 
totally burned, of course he has to have his books to verify that 
schedule; if it is a partial loss you can go into the building and 
perhaps see the debris or remains and can get an idea of what the 
damage is, can see what there is there and inventory it and 
come to an agreement on percentages, or take the stock that 
is saved and sell it, if it is mutually agreed to, for the benefit of 
all concerned. There are all sorts of ways of arriving at a deter- 
mination — every loss has its peculiarities and sometimes in one 
building there may be a great many different losses. 

@. Well, is it mandatory upon the company, the underwriter, 
to take the verdict of the Board of Arbitration ? 

A. Well, you see it may be pressed into a suit. The clause 
reads so that this arbitration may be pressed into any suit that is 
made. You cannot prevent the man from bringing suit after the 
arbitration ; if he is not satisfied with the result that is arrived at 
he has got that resort. The State law requires it, say especially 
that the arbitration shall be precedent to any suit. I think those 
are the words, or practically. 

@. And giving the insurance companies the same right? 

A. Yes, sir; I understand that it gives them both that right. 

@. Either party the same right? 

A. Yes, sir. 

(). Have there been many cases that have come within your 
knowledge, Mr. Freeman, where suits have been entered, where the 
agreement would not be taken by either party ? 

A. I don't recall any. I don’t think there has been many. I 
think the general desire of the underwriters is to settle all losses 
without suits. They would take the award without any suit, and 
] think as a general thing the assured do. 

@. Have you any idea of what the losses were in Boston last 
year? 

A. No, I don’t think I footed them up by years. I know there 
have been a good many estimates and I have been so very busy — 
I am alone in my business now, have no partner, and I have been 
so busy—that I haven’t had an opportunity even to read the papers. 
‘I came here to-day under protest, I must say. My business is all 
at a standstill practically—I have only got my clerks there—since 
two o'clock. 

@. Well, have you any knowledge of what the premiums re- 
ceived in Boston last year were? 

A. I think they were— 

Q. In round numbers? 

A. I think $2,300,000, it seems to me. I think that is some- 
thing about the aggregate of the premiums received last year. 

@. Wasn’t it nearer $3,000,000? 

A. I think it was under $2,500,000. 

@. Do you know how the losses would compare in New York 
and Chicago with Boston? : 

A. No, I don’t. I used to take some interest in that matter 
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when I was a member of the Protective Department, as director. 
I used to have reports, but I don’t now. 

@. Do you know whether a fire-boat would add to the efficiency 
of the department or not? 

A. Well, I think that it might, like all fire appliances ; I should — 
think it might. You have the police boat, of course, which is a 
second fire-boat, as I understand. I think bao sort of additions, 
of course, couldn’t hurt matters and must be a benefit. 

@. Have any of your companies instructed you to cease writing 
policies in Boston ? 

A. No. 

Q. Have not? 

A. I know they are scanning their lines, reducing their lines in 
the congested section, not taking quite such large lines. Some 
are cancelling, are dropping off, as they term it, reducing it in 
that way. 

_  Q. What is that caused by, the construction of our buildings 
and our narrow streets ? 

A. Well, I think thev appreciate that such a conflagration 
might come in New York as well as Boston. They feel that we 
have had conflagrations, that we went through 1892 with more or 
less loss, and that 1893 has opened rather rough. They don’t 
want to have too much involved in case another one should happen 
to come. 

@. And of course I suppose your companies take into consider- 
ation our overhead wires? 

A. Well, of course they don’t like them, but they haven’t given 
or don’t give me any instructions in writing policies whether I 
should regard them or not. 

Q. Well, the introduction of electricity as a lighting factor and 
motive power has helped to increase the hazardousness of the risks 
here in Boston? 

A. I think so. I know of one case where on Chauncy street 
they came very near having a very serious fire there, if they 
hadn’t opened the door there early one morning, from an arc light. 
They came there at seven o’clock in the morning and found that the 
current was turned on, and a fire was threatened. But they 
attended to it. 

@. Do you believe the wires should be allowed to remain over- 
head ? 

A. No, I don’t think so. I have always thought they should 
go underground. I think really they do interfere with the Fire 
Department. 

@. That is, in the business district ? C 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Have you ever had any of your clients complain, or any of 
your adjusters complain, as to the burning of houses from electric 
wiring ? 

A. No, I haven’t. 

@. You believe that acquisition, of the inspection of the wiring 
on the interior of the buildings for electric light and motive power, 
would add to the lowering of rates ? 
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A. J won’t say it would add to the lowering of rates. I think 
it-is something that ought to be. I think the electric hazard has 
increased so, and the rates haven’t kept pace with it, perhaps, that 
we ought to have something to reduce that hazard if the rates 
stood as they were. 

@. Then you believe a law and ordinance of that character 
would be beneficial to the property owners and underwriters alike, 
citizens generally ? 

A. It seems to me, sir, there might be more inspection. Of 
course, we underwriters have a certain kind of inspection. When 
the wiring is put in it is inspected as well as possible, and perhaps 
the city inspectors could be able to make some more efficient rules 
and regulations as to the company putting in wires that might be 
beneficial. 

@. Have the Board of Underwriters got an electrical engineer 
in their employ? 

A. Well, you see it is this way: the inspector when the wiring 
is installed is notified and the inspector goes and follows the 
wires and sees that they are installed properly as far as he can 
find out. 

@. Is he an electrical engineer? 

A. Well, I don’t know as he is an electrical engineer. They 
have certain rules and regulations that can be carried out and that 
it can be easily seen are carried out as far as wiring is concerned, 
and he has had considerable experience in electricity. How much 
I won’t say. 

@. Do you know how many fires during the past three years — 
take it for 1890, 1891, and 1892 —have extended to other than 
the building in which the fire originated ? 

A. Ido not, no, sir. I think there were some — I think I am 
right. 

@. Well, they are looking that up now, sir. Do you know 
what the salvage on the Hecht building is going to be, Mr. 
Freeman ? 

A. No, sir; I don’t. 

@. Did you have any lines on that building? 

A. Ihad in that building, yes, sir. I have paid $10,000 al- 
ready on it—AI don’t know what the salvage will be, haven’t got 
any report. 

@. Did you have any on the Lincoln-street fire ? 

A; wlidid. 

@. Have you heard, Mr. Freeman, whether the janitor of the 
- Ames building there was manufacturing a lubricating oil ? 

A. I haven’t heard of it until it was alluded to to-day. 

@. Have you as an underwriter of Boston ever had occasion to 
complain to the Board of Fire Commissioners, or to the chief 
magistrate, or to the City Council, of any inefficiency or derelic- 
tion of duty on the part of any of the officers or men of the Boston 
Fire Department ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Do you know of any case where it would be necessary for 
you to have done so? 

A. No, I don’t. 
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@ Are there many insurance companies in Boston, Mr. Free- 
man, who do not belong to, are not members of the Boston Board 
of Fire Underwriters ? 

A. No, sir; there are not. There are some who abide by the 
rules practically who are not actual members; I don’t know any 
that don’t abide by the rules or subscribe to them, although they 
may not be members, not actual members. 

@. Well, there has been a company lately that didn’t desire to 
subscribe to the rules? 

A. Well, what do you mean by ‘‘ didn’t desire to subscribe to 
the rules ?”’ 

@. The rules laid down by the Board of Fire Underwriters in 
their circular of March 14? 

A. Well, one party made a protest— one or two companies 
made a protest and took it back; walked up the hill and then 
walked down again. 

Q. Well, it has resulted, hasn’t it, in the Board of Fire Under- 
writers coming together and they are going to rerate? 

A. No, sir; nothing different from what was contemplated 
before the change was brought about, what had been decided 
upon. 

@. Well, they are going to rerate, aren’t they? 

A. Going to rerate. 

@. And rebate? 

A. And rebate, as their idea was at the start — trying to have 
the buildings rerated in that district. We had to drive the peg in 
somewhere and drove it in, intending to hold the rates as we have 
stated, until we could turn around and study the matter and make 
intelligent rates and adjust the thing equitably, and then make re- 
bates where they should be made. I told all my customers before 
we had the meeting that that would undoubtedly be done, and I 
think the others told their customers so. 

@. That increase of rate was contemplated, somewhat, before 
the Hecht-building fire, was it not? 

A. Not before the Hecht fire. There have been a great many 
matters before the rating committee. I am not on the rating com- 
mittee and I don’t know what the rating committee may have in 
charge or may have in mind. 

@. They did at that time have it in charge, didn’t they? Prior 
to the Hecht fire, the matter was before them? - 

A. I don’t know whether it was or not. 

@. The underwriters of New York are having pretty lively 
times over the rates there now, are they not? 

A. That I don’t know. I haven’t been to New York for quite 
a long time now — over a year. I don’t know much about what 
they are doing there. 

(). I suppose you have read about it? 

A. No, haven’t paid any particular attention. 

@. You employ yourself principally with the writing in Boston ? 

A. Yes, my own city and my own business. I don’t have 
much more than time to attend to that for the past year—I have 
been alone in my business, as I say, for the past year. 
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@. Do you know how the affairs of the Boston Fire Department 
are conducted, the administration of the affairs, Mr. Freeman ? 

A. No, sir; I do not. I know there are three commissioners, 
a chief, and district chiefs, and so on. 

@. Do you know what the discipline of the department is? 

A. I always supposed it was very fair, if not good. I have had 
no experience in that line at all. I know several of the chiefs, 
bit I am acquainted with them without seeing 
least I should say the district chiefs. 

@. What is your opinion of the district chiefs you have met, as 

to their ability to cope with fires ? 
_ al. Well, I couldn’t say anything about that, because, as I have 
just said, I don’t know anything about that. I haven’t been inside 
the lines at fires, I suppose, for three years at least. I have seen 
Mr. Abbott— Mr. Abbott that used to be of Engine 25; I 
thought he seemed to be rather an up-and-down man. [ rather 
liked him — and Cheswell I am acquainted with. 

@. You consider them both good firemen? 

Al. Seemed to me to be intelligent men, both of them. 

@. Good firemen? 

A. Well, as far as that is concerned, I can not say —it is ina 
little different shape that that question is put to me, but it comes 
around to the same result. I don’t know. 

@. Do you know the chief of the department? 

A. No, sir; I know him by sight; I have said, ‘**‘ How do you 
do?” to him, that is all. 

@. Did you ever hear his judgment or ability questioned with 
regard to coping with or combating fires ? 

A. Only in a general way as to results. I thought that the 
results ought not to be, and — I don’t know how, I couldn’t say 
from whom I have heard it, only I have heard statements, have 
heard people say — 

@. Well, the results of what, Mr. Freeman? 

A. Well, these Jarge fires; as to what occasions these large 
fires. It seems as if there was something. 

Q@. You are not settling on the Tremont Temple fire? 

A. No, no, that was a small fire. 

@. Was there any comment made about that? 

A. I wasn’t there at all until after it was practically out. 

@). Was there any complaint made, did you ever hear, about the 
Lincoln-street fire ? 

A. No, sir, I don’t know of any. 

@. No comment was made on that? 

A. No, sir; only in a general way is all I have heard; nothing 
specific. 

Q. Is there not at present a feeling that the Fire Department of 
Boston has done excellent duty at the last two fires, we will 
say? 

‘A. I don’t know, but there are some who think so; there may 
be various opinions that I haven’t heard. 

Q@. Well, how have you framed your mind, what opinion have 
you arrived at? 
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A. Well, I wasn’t there at all, except at the head of Kingston 
street; and I looked down there and saw that immense body of 
flame, and I thought it was going to Washington street, perhaps, 
or would burn down the United States Hotel. J couldn’t tell any- 
thing about it. I didn’t get inside the lines; I didn’t get as near 
as I would have to get to be able to form an opinion. 

@. You formed your opinion in regard to that fire upon general 
information which you received ? 

A. I didn’t form any opinions on it. 

@. Simply gave utterance to what you had heard? 

A. I simply stated I had heard these remarks. 

@. Did you ever hear any statements made that the handling 
of the Lincoln-street fire was faulty in any degree? 

A. No, I don’t remember that I have. 

@). But you have heard that the handling of the Hecht fire was 
a little mite faulty? 

A. Well, [have heard some comments made — nothing specific, 
and I don’t remember where I heard them, couldn’t tell where; IL 
have seen it in the papers more than anything else — that it was 
thought that the Summer-street building there should have been 
saved, that the fire should have been controlled better. Thatis only 
hearsay. 

@. And I suppose that it was directly after the Hecht-bnilding 
fire that the Board of Underwriters commenced to realize that the 
results were not what they would like to have them — not for 
three years? 

A. Well, there may have been some idea of increasing rates. 
I have heard that the committee did have an idea that the rates 
ought to be increased, that there ought to be some rule in regard 
to these large-area buildings. It was a large-area building where 
that fire started on Thanksgiving day — that badly constructed 
building at the corner of Columbia street, as it was originally — 
the Jordan building, between Columbia Aaa Kingston streets on 
Bedford. ‘That is where the fire originated on Thanksgiving day. 
Large-area buildings, it seems to me, ought to go, or they shoul | 
make them safer. 

Q. Well, the underwriters during 1890, 1891, and 1892 had no 
cause to complain as to results during those three years, taking 
the total losses and the premiums. 

A. Taking them right through ? 

Q. It was not until 1893, about January, that results com- 
menced to magnify? 

A. Yes, sir; that is right, Mr. Chairman. 

(. (By Commissioner Murrny.) This is the report we were 
looking up in regard to that fire you referred to. 

A. What is the result? 

@. I find a fire here —I don’t know whether it is the fire you 
mean or not— where there was $845,000 total insurance, total 
loss, $397,000. Is that the fire you referred to? 

A. Insurance loss, you mean? 

Q. No; the total insurance was $845,000 and the total insur- 
ance loss, ‘roughly estimated, was $397,000? 
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A. That is the Hosmer-Codding fire? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. Well, that is what I meant. I have got it a little bit larger 
than it was, but then it was larger than you thought it was, wasn’t 
it? 

Q. Well, I didn’t place it in that year. I understood you to 

say 1892. 

‘A. No; 1891, December 27. 

Q. (By the Cuarrman. ) That is the fire you referred to, Mr. 
Freeman? 

A. That is the one I referred to. 


Statement by Moses WILLIAMS. 


Q@. (By the Cuarrman.) Your full name, sir? 

A. Moses Williams. 

@. And your business? 

A. Well, I have several different lines of business. I am a 
lawyer, and also president of the Third National bank and several 
other concerns. 

Q. Real estate? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Are you a member of the Real Estate Exchange and Auc- 
tion Board? 

Yes. 

An officer ? 

I am president of it just now. 

President of the Board? 

Yes, sir. 

And you are a resident of Boston? 

No, sir; I am a resident of Brookline. 

Well, now,Mr. Williams, you signed a petition? 

A. I did, yes, sir. 

Well, now, without any questions on my part can you give 
the committee, offer them any suggestions as to where the dep: arte 
ment might be improved, or state anything wherein it is inefficient 
to cope with fires? 

A. Idon’t consider myself competent to give any suggestions on 
the matter of fighting fires. I signed that ‘petition for this reason, 
that after the fire, after the Lincoln- street fire, following as it did 
after the Hecht fire, there was a great deal of interest in the topic 
and [ heard a great deal of comment with regard to the manage- 
ment of those fires, in ordinary conversation. It seemed to me that 
it was a subject that required the most careful investigation that 
could be given by the very best minds that could be commanded, 
and that justice to the Fire Department itself required that the 
matter should be gone into in the most thorough manner, so that if 
it was shown that the management and the discipline of the de- 
partment were as good as this great city ought to have that might 
be known, and, on the other hand, if it were found that there were 
particulars in which it could be improved it ought to be improved 
at once without any regard to cost. 
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Q. Well, you mean that after the Federal-street fire you signed 
that petition? 

A. Well, possibly. 

@. Not the Lincoln-street fire ? 

A. J am not sure. 

@. The petition is signed January 25, and the date of the Lin- 
coln-street fire is March 10. 

A. Well, then, I think I may have signed two, because I think 
I remember signing one since the Lincoln-street fire. 

@. Well, as a real estate man? 

A. As a real estate man. Taking the Lincoln-street fire,. for 
instance, it seems to me that the department did the most admira- 
ble service in stopping that fire after it got its full headway, and 
that the question as to the management, the only question that 
can arise in my mind in regard to that, was whether their manage- 
ment was the best that could have been employed to prevent its 
getting such a headway as it did. It was a surprise to me to see 
them stop it when they did. Now, I am not competent to judge 
whether they could have prevented its getting that headway or not, 
but it seems to me that we have, so far as I can judge, more fires 
than other cities do, and I should like very much as a citizen to 
see that matter looked into and see the causes developed, if we 
ean, find out if that is so, in the first place, because all of us who 
are absorbed in our own business only have general impres- 
sions about this matter. We don’t have exact knowledge. 

Q. I think we will furnish you with those statistics before we 
get through, Mr. Williams. 

A. I shall be very glad indeed to read them, sir —I have no 
doubt you will. What we want is the best, and we cannot take 
too much pains in getting it,.in my mind. 

@. Do you believe the electric wires should be all placed under- 
ground? 

A. I think it would be very desirable to do that. 

@. Of course, from your own statement you have no knowledge 
of how the Fire Department is conducted, as to discipline or as to 
the administrative work connected with it? 

A. Not at all. sir. I have the greatest appreciation of the 
heroism of the department in the past and I remember this fire 
over in the market where there was some wonderful work done by 
the department, and nothing can be said too strong in praise of 
those men and nobody can help feeling the greatest admiration for 
them. Of course, every citizen has his own idea, ignorant or 
otherwise, as to how he would manage such a thing; and I don’t 
think my ideas are of any particular value on that point. 

@. You have never made a study of the science of fighting 
fires ? 

A. I have not, sir, no. I would state, sir, that I had supposed 
— the question was asked my friend Mr. Pierce whether instruc- 
tion on these subjects was a part of the education of cadets at 
West Point, that I had supposed that it was and that valuable 
expert opinion might be furnished on that point from those 
engineer officers. Whether it would be expedient to get sucha 


MANAGEMENT OF FKrre DEPARTMENT. 605 


man, if you could get him to come here and take charge of the 
department, [ don’t know but possibly valuable suggestions might 
be obtained from that source. I have talked with some of those 
engineer Officers, not on this precise matter, but on matters of 
this scope, and it is surprising how they kecp abreast of the times 
and inventions of every sort. 

@. And the reports from West Point when they are issued are 
considered expert Sey and authority on conflagrations and 
fires ? 

A. No, I don’t mean to say that, but I should think you would 
find, if youinquired among army officers, you would find ‘that there 
were Officers in the engineer corps, who are regarded in the army 
aus highly trained experts on this precise point, and that they would 
have knowledge which would be of great value, if study of a sub- 
Jeet can fit a man to that point. It must be a part of their 
training. 

The Cuarrman. —Is Nathaniel Foster, Jr., present? (No re- 
sponse. ) 

Is Charles C. Guild present? (No response ) 


The hearing was adjourned at 4.54 P.M. to Thursday, March 
30, at 2 P.M. 


THIRTEENTH HEARING. 


TuHorspay, March 30, 1898. 
The hearing was resumed at 2 o’clock P.M., Chairman Lee pre- 
siding. 
Statement by FreprericK C. BownpiTcH. 


@. (By the Cuarrman.) What is your full name? 

A. Frederick Channing Bowditch. 
~@. And you are a member of the Real Estate and Auction 
Board? 

zl. Iam, yes; sir. 

@. That is the title of the corporation? 

A. day Csialie 

@. You signed a petition asking for an investigation into the 
recent fires in Boston — that is, up to the tenth of January, prior 
to that? 

A. I presume I did, sir, if you say so —I have no remem- 
brance of it. 

@. We will get the petition in a moment. 

A. I have no doubt it did, sir, if it was before the regular 
Board. I don’t remember any particular thing that I affixed my 
signature to. 

@. Well, pending the coming of the petition, Mr. Bowditch, 
can you offer any suggestions as to where the efficiency of the Fire 
Department might be improved ? 

A. No, sir; I have none to offer. I don’t pretend to be a fire 
expert. 


606 APPENDIX. 


@. Have you any suggestions to make as to where the spread 
of fires might be prevented ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Do you know where the department is inefficient? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Faulty in its management? 

PAIN OG, Sir. 

@. You have never, I suppose, made any complaint, either to 
the chief magistrate or to the City Council as to the inefficiency of 
the department? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Any other persons? 

A. Not that I know of, sir. 

@. You are largely interested in real estate in Boston? 

A. Rather indirectly. I don’t own any myself. 

@. Have you any suggestions to make as to the space in large 
buildings, the area, the floor-spnce ? 

A. No, sir; I don’t pretend to know anything about them. 

@. Do you believe that the overhead wires should remain ? 

Al. I don’t feel competent to express any opinion, sir. 

@. Have you expressed any opinions upon the question now be- 
fore this committee ? 

Not that I remember. 

Haven’t been before any other committee to express any ? 
No, sir. 

You know nothing about fighting fires, coping with them? 
Nothing. 

. Do you know anything about the discipline of the Fire De- 
partment? 

A. Nothing. 

Q. Do you know the chief engineer of the Fire Department? 

A. No, sir; nor any one of the department. 

@. Have you any knowledge, Mr. Bowditch, of what was the 
amount of premium that was paid in Boston to the underwriters 
last year? 

A. No, sir; I have no knowledge of any insurance matters at 
all. 

@. Have you any idea of what the losses were by the fires in 
Boston during the year 1892? 

ALyENON SIT: 

@. By the way, I desire to have you look at this petition here 
just a moment. If you did not sign it I want that corrected, so 
that I may have that clear? — 

A. I have no doubt I signed it, sir. It was before the Real Es- 
tate Board. 

That is a copy of it? 

I] merely have no remembrance of it. 

It was signed by the executive committee. 
I am one of the executive committee. 

And you have no doubt you signed it, sir? 
No, sir; I have no doubt of it. 

And carefully read it before you signed? 
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A. Probably. I sign oceans of things and can’t remember 
about them three or four months afterwards. 

@. Signing them, and then having no specific ideas to give— 
allowing ‘them, I suppose, to be given by others who might be eX- 
perts ? 

A. Yes, sir; that is it. 


Statement by Frepericx H. Vravx. 


Q. (By the Cuarrman.) Your full name? 

A. Frederick H. Viaux. 

@. And you are a member of the Real Estate Exchange and 
Auction Board? 

A. Jan, sir. 

Q. One of the executive members of the Boaz 

A. J am, sir. 

@. And you signed a petition directed te His Honor the Mayor 
— that is, it was sent to him? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. ‘* Whereas property holders are greatly disturbed by the 
recurrence of destructive fires in this city; resolved, that the in- 
terests of such holders require the utmost efficiency in the conduct 
of the Fire Department.” Now, will you explain to the committee, 
Mr. Viaux, if you can, what interpretation you desire to place 
upon ‘‘ the utmost efficiency in the conduct of the Fire Department?” 

A. This matter was brought before the exchange by its mem- 
bers, and was acted upon by the executive committee in this form. 
This petition simply made a general statement that efficiency was 
required, and requested the Mayor to look into the matter. 

Q. Well, having signed a petition of that character, can you 
offer any suggestions or recommendations where the efficiency 
might be improved? 

A. No, sir; Iam not competent to offer any suggestions. The 
petition dosen’t state that the department is inefficient, simply as- 
serts, makes a general statement, that efficiency is required. 

@. Well, do you know where there is any fault in the manage- 
ment, or where there is any inefficiency ? . 

A. Haven’t the slightest idea. 

@. And you based the signing of this upon statements made to 
you? 

A. General disturbance and its being brought before the Ex- 
change in regular order. 

(). Have you, Mr. Viaux, any idea of who it was who presented 
the ettian to the Board? 

No, sir. 

To your Board? 

Oh, yes. 

Have you any objections to stating? 

Well, I should think that was a private matter; I should 
prefer not to. 

(). It is a public document now. ‘There was no secrecy as to 
the handing of it to the executive committee or to the other mem- 
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hers of your Exchange, as the resolve here sets forth, so that it. 
might be presented to His Honor the Mayor? 

A. Well, of course, everybody has his private affairs, vou 
know. I see no reason why the particular name of the party 
should be brought out. 

@. Well, was it presented to your executive board by a member 
of your Exchange? 

A. No, presented to the Exchange and,sent around, and these 
resolutions were sent to tne executive committee. 

@. Well, then, the preamble there and the resolves were not 
framed by your executive committee? 

A. Oh, yes; they were framed. 

@. By the executive committee? 

A. Yes, they were framed by me —I am the treasurer of the 
Exchange and acting officer of the executive committee, and the 
resolutions were framed and signed by the committee. 

@. Were framed and signed, but, I ask, were they drafted by 
any member of your own executive board? 

A. Yes, they were. 

Q. Was it by the president of your board? 

A: No, they were drafted by myself. 

Q. Then you are the gentleman who drafted the resolves? 

A, Yes. 

Now, Mr. Viaux, in drafting the resolves, can you tell us or 
tell this committee where any inefficiency has been shown by the 
present Fire Department of the city of Boston in the combatting of 
fires? 

A. I cannot, no, sir. 

@. Well, can you inform the committee what prompted you to 
use the language in the resolves that you have? 

A. Well, the original resolutions, sir, presented to the com- 
mittee, were a great deal stronger. 

(). That were presented to you by the committee? 

A. No, presented to the Exchange for action. 

@. Then this is a redraft of the original that we have, the paper 
that is here? 

A. Well, this is the draft signed by the committee. 

@. Then vou say that you had an original paper there that was 
stronger in language than the one I have before me?f 

A. The first resolutions that we were desired to sign were much 
stronger; but before I made this draft, and as these resolutions 
show for themselves, we don’t pretend to any knowledge in regard 
to the Fire Department. You-see that these resolutions are simply 
presented to His Honor for his consideration. 

@. And His Honor the Mayor signed an order that was passed 
by the City Council directing a committee of the City Council to 
wake the investigation — isn’t that true? 

A. As far as I know. 

@. Then you should judge that this would be one of the proper 
tribunals to find out what the causes are and to stop this disturb- 
ance that you speak of ? 

A. I should think so. 
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Q. Well, now, you don’t know of your own knowledge of where 
there is any inefficiency in the management of the department or 
its discipline? You have no suggestions to make as to anything 
that would improve its discipline or efficiency ? 

A. I don’t feel competent to make any suggestions. 

@. Has anything been suggested to you that you think would 
be of benefit to this committee by any person whom you might 
think competent? 

A. No, sir. 

Q@. Well, now, have you got a copy of the original petition or 
preamble and resolves. Mr. Viaux. 

A. I don’t believe I have. Probably this was erased. 

@. Then the original resolve or preamble and resolve that was 
sent to your Board, you redrafted and framed this portion of’ it 
that we have before us? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And the other resolve, vou say, was stronger in language? 

A. Well, it was of a different character. In this we don’t 
assume to know anything about fire or handling a Fire Department. 

@. You would think that it is a matter of honor, I suppose, to 
state to the committee who it was that drafted the first preamble 
aud resolve? 

A. I should prefer not to. It is a private matter of the body 
to which I belong — nothing of especial importance. 

@. Do any members of the Board of Underwriters belong to 
your Exchange? 

A. None that I know of. 

@. Was that preamble and resolve drafted by a man who is: a 
resident of the town of Brookline? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. It was not? Well, now, Mr. Viaux, as areal estate man of 
Boston, what would you say as to having the electric wires over- 
head ? : 

A. Well, I don’t see how the trolley wires contd be buried. I 
think it would be a good thing to bury the telegraph and tele- 
phone wires and the electric ligbt wires. 

@. You believe that that would help the department and be of 
benefit to the property holders ? 

A. I think so. - 

@. Have you anything to say or would you make any sugges- 
tions as to area? 

A. Well, I should doubt the expediency of limiting areas in all 
parts of the city. In other cities there are large areas of buildings, 
and we want to keep our business in Boston as far as possible. 
We don’t want to throw it outside; we want to have all the con- 
veniences in Boston that they have in other cities ; and there must 
be, of necessity, in certain cases large areas required in the trans- 
action of business. Outside of certain districts those areas might 
be restricted and in other sections larger areas granted, but to 
make an ironclad rule forbidding areas over a certain space I 
should think would be detrimental to the business interests of the 
city. 
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@. What would you say your opinion is as to the maximum 
space? 

A. Well, I don’t know what the maximum should be. Business 
mnen can tell better. 

@. You know, of course, what the law is now? 

A. Ten thousand feet. 

@). Ten thousand feet. Would you suggest that it would be 
anything lower than that? 

A. Well, not in certain sections, but outside of certain sections 
it might. ; 

(). Well, what sections would you restrict? 

A. I might possibly restrict this unfortunate district, that seems 
to be catching fire all the time. 

@. Would you have it less than ten thousand feet there? 

A. Oh, I shouldn’t have it less than ten thousand feet; that is, 
compatible with all building restrictions. 

@. Now, you say that business might be affected if the space 
was cut down, and that it might drive it from Boston to other cities 
where the laws would not be so stringent? 

A. That might follow. 

@. Now, what character of business would you say, Mr. Viaux, 
would be affected and driven to other cities if an ordinance or law 
should be framed reducing the area to six thousand feet? 

A. I think all kinds of heavy storage business would be affected. 

Q@. Every large warehouse ? 

AAs XY CS, Bir. 

@. Any others? 

A. I have no doubt there are others, but I cannot recall them, 
you know ; I haven’t any doubt there are others. 

@. Have you ever, as a real estate owner, Mr. Viaux, in the 
city of Boston, had occasion to make any complaint as to the 
faulty management of the Fire Department ? 

AWEN OW SIT: 

@. Or as to its discipline? 

A. No, sir. 


Statement by Howarp S. WHEELOCK. 


(By the Coatrman.) Your full name, sir? 
Howard S. Wheelock. 

And your business? 

Fire insurance. 

Where? 

Boston. 

What street ? 

27 Kilby street. 

Represent Massachusetts or foreign companies? 
Represent a foreign company — one. 

Any Massachusetts companies? 

No, sir. 

You, Mr. Wheelock, signed a petition? 
Yes, sir; I signed a petition. 
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Q. Well, will you kindly look at that and see if that in language 
is the same as the one you signed? 

A. Well, do you care, sir, to wait for me to read it clear 
through? LIassume from reading the first part of it that it is the 
same. 

Q. Well, will you see as far as you read if you cannot tell —I 
suppose you can — whether that is the substance? 

eA; Ls take it, sir, that that is the same. 

You think that is the same and you read the first paragraph ? 
Heard it read, yes, sir. 

Well, you have just read it, have vou not? 

Oh, yes, just read it now. 

Just read it now? 

Yes, sir. 

Now, Mr. Wheelock, what have you to say as to the efficiency 
of the Boston Fire Department ? 

A. Well, I can only speak of it, sir, in a general way, from my 
point of view. 

@. Well, you take your own way and without any questions go 
on. 

A. The result of our business in Boston has not for some vears 
been satisfactory. We don't know just what to attribute that to. 
We have thought that possibly it might be inefficiency in the Fire 
Department, in a general sense, and for that reason I as a member 
of the board joined other members of the Board in asking His Honor 
the Mayor to make an impartial investigation into the matter for the 
purpose of determining whether or not there was any inefficiency 
in the department. We felt that there might be. We wanted it 
investigated in an impartial manner. 

@. No other reasons? 

A. No, I think that is the gist of it practically, sir. 

@. Have you ever had occasion to complain of any faulty man- 
agement, inefficiency of the department, prior to the signing of 
this petition ? 

i NO, Sits 

@. Now, you say that for several years past the large losses 
were the means of bringing this petition about, does that come 
down to the time after the fire of January 10th or refer to several 
years before ? 

A. Yes, sir; that reaches up through that fire. 

@. Now, do you know, Mr. Wheelock, what the losses were in 
Boston during the year 1890 — fire losses? 

A. I cannot recall from memory, no, sir. 

@. Nor can you recall what the premiums were that were paid 
in Boston in 1890? 

A. Well, as an estimate, two and three quarters millions. 

@. That would be in 1890? 

Ma Yess-sir: 

And you don’t know what the losses were? 

A: I don’t recall what the losses were, no, sir. I have the 
records in my office, but I couldn’t tell you offhand here. 

@. Wasn’t it a very bad year for fire losses? ‘ 
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Hew oe ea chink not. 

@. Then vou had no occasion for complaint during 1890? 

Avenlstiink not, no, sir. 

Q. Well, now, how was it in 1891 
miums were, that were paid that year? 

al. Well, about the same premiums. 

@. Have vou any idea what the losses were? 

A. To my company, I think exceeding sixty to seventy-five per 
cent. of the premiums. 

@. That was during 1892? 

A. 1891, L understood you to inquire. 

@. Yes, 1891; that is right, I stand corrected. Now, do you 
know what it was in the aggregate for all the companies doing 
business in Boston ? 

A. No, I cannot recall. 

@. And you thought that that was a pretty bad year for your 
company ? | 

A. Yes, sir; I knew that to be the fact. | 

@. Had you any cause to complain of the inefficiency of the 
department, where you had lines placed, during 1891? 

A. I think not, not in any specific sense. 

@). Well, now, come up to 1892 —that ought to be fresh in all 
our minds, I suppose, some of the things that may have happened. 
Can you tell what the losses were in 1892? 

A. Well, it has been some time since I looked over these fig- 
ures, but I should say in the vicinity of $1,700,000 in 1892. 

@. The fire loss in 1892? 

A. That is my remembrance of it. , 

Q. Well, now, do you know what the premiums were that were 
paid in 1892? 

A. Alout the same as in previous years. 

@. Well, wouldn’t it be a quarter of a million more? 

A. I think not, sir. 

@. Didn’t the premiums paid in Boston amount to $3,000,000 
last year? , 

A. I think not quite, no, sir. 

Q. Not quite; well now, you think, from the best of your 
inemory, that the losses in Boston in 1892 were $1,700,000? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Did you or your company suffer much in 1892? 

sl. Yes, sir. 

Q@. How much? 

A. Well, our loss record was about sixty per cent. ; just how 
much I don’t know. 

Q. That was in 1890? 

AAs ozs 

Q@. Well, now, your company ; what company do you represent, 
Mr. Wheelock? 

af. The Northern Assurance Company of London. 

@. And can you tell the section where the largest per cent. of | 
your losses were, and in what fires they occurred, or were they 
distributed all over Boston? 


can you tell what the pre- 
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A. Well, I should think in what we call the important whole- 
sale and retail districts; meaning by that the section from Sum- 
mer street, north and south, perhaps one thousand fect. 

@. That you have just rerated ? 

@. Yes, sir, or rather have in charge to rerate. 

@. Well, in making your sixty percent. of loss you figure that, 
base that upon only the lines you have in Boston, or do you figure 
it on all lines that you have? 

A. All the lines that we have in Boston. 

Q. Well, would it average sixty per cent. so far as the lines 
were concerned that you have in Boston? 

wie) CS. Sil. 

@. Of course you have considerable suburban insurance ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And you don’t take that into consideration in making your 
basis of sixty per cent. loss here. 

A. On Boston business, on our Boston risks that we take in the 
city of Boston. If by suburban districts you mean Roxbury, I 
don’t mean that. ‘The suburban districts we call such places as 
Brookline, Somerville, Chelsea. 

Q. Everett, Winthrop, and Revere? 

ae) 655 Slr. 

@. And you think 1892 was a pretty bad year for the under- 
writers, Mr. Wheelock ? 

A. I think so, yes, sir. 

@. Well, now, what would you. say, Mr. Wheelock, if the 
figures from the Boston Board of Underwriters on both the amount 
of premiums paid and the losses showed that the premiums were 
$3,000,000, and the losses were only $700,000. Would that be a 
very bad year? 

A. No, sir; I should call that a good vear. 

@. Well, if that is the fact, then, so far as your statement is 
concerned here, you would want to modify it, would you not? 

A. If that is the fact, yes, sir. I am speaking wholly from 
memory, Mr. Chairman. Had I known you wanted these figures 
I would very gladly have brought some with me. 

@. LI only wanted to place you right, so you wouldn’t go away 
thinking we were taking some evidence here and not trying to 
correct it as we go along. J think the figures will show that. 
Now, do you know how the losses in New York, Chicago, Phila- 
delphia, or Cincinnati, and the premiums paid in those cities, will 
compare with Boston ? 

A. Well, in a general way. 

@. Well, letus have it in a general way. 

A. I should think Boston’s record worse than any one of the 
cities you have named, covering a period of five or ten years. 

@. And would you be willing to modify that statement that you 
now make if the figures did not bear out your statement? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Then you have never made any careful study of what the 
losses and premiums were received in other cities, so that you migit 
compare them carefully with Boston? 
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A. Not myself personally ; no, sir. 

@. You cannot tell what the premiums were that were ae in 
New York last year? 

A. No, sir; not from my personal knowledge. 

(). Nor the losses? 

LOIN Os SIT. 

@. Nor in any of the other cities that I have mentioned ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Do you believe that the introduction of electricity as a light- 
ing-factor and a motive power makes the risks more hazardous in 
Boston ¢ 

A. Ido. 

@. You believe that the overhead electric wires sare a menace 
to property and to life, and a hindrance to the working of the 
Fire Department? 

A. Ido. 

@. What would you suggest, that they should remain overhead ? 

A. I would like to see them under the streets, so far as it is 
possible to put them under. 

@. And you would make that recommendation or suggestion ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Have you any suggestion that you could make to this com- 
mittee that would lead them up to their conclusions, their findings 
in this inquiry, that would improve the efficiency of the depart- 
ment in any way ? 

A. No, I think I have no suggestions to make. 

@. Do you believe, Mr. Wheelock, that an additional fireboat 
added to the service of the Boston Fire Department would im- 
prove its efficiency in any degree? 

A. I think it might; yes. sir. 

(). Have you any suggestions to make as to floor-space, area, 
in the construction of buildings? 

A. Well, from the standpoint of representing an insurance 
company I should be glad to see it reduced to six thousand feet. 

@. Has your company instructed you to cease writing policies 
in Boston? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Not yet. Have you ever had any occasion to complain to 
the Fire Commissioners or to the Department of the bursting of 
hose, on complaint made to you by your clients? 


A; "No, sir; 

@. Do you know the chief of the Fire Department of Bos- 
ton? 

A. I do not. 

@. You know nothing about his ability as a fireman? 

A. Not specifically ; no, sir. 

(). Have you ever heard it questioned? 

A. I have heard it discussed; yes, sir. 

@. As to his good qualities ? 

A, Asa fire fighter ! ? 

OSGY cs. 

A. I have heard that discussed; yes, sir. 
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@. As to his good qualities? 

Ac S18, sir. 

@. Nothing discussed that would lead you to believe that a 
change in the position of chief engineer of the Fire Department 
was necessary ? 

A. Well, if I were to answer that, Mr. Chairman, I should en- 
ter upon the criticism of a head of a department, and possibly— 

@. That is what we are here for. If there is any criticism that 
can be made of the Fire Department, this committee will go into it 
and will arrive at their conclusions accordingly, and if the criticism 
is just they will bear you out in their findings when they make their 
report. We have nothing we want to conceal, and we want to do 
that which we are appointed for, that which will best protect and 
promote the interests of the property owners of Boston and assist 
the Buard of Underwriters. 

A. I haven’t the pleasure of personal acquaintance with the 
gentleman. I shouldn’t know him by sight. I should, therefore, 
prefer to say nothing in criticism of him. 

@. You are not a man, Mr. Wheelock, that would be led to 
pass a severe criticism or judgment upon what others might tell 
you about a gentleman? 

A, No, sir. 

@. Nor you wouldn’t want to pass any judgment now upon 
what you have heard ? 

A. Not now; no, sir. 

@. And you have heard his good qualities discussed ? 

A. Yes—well, yes; I was going to say ‘* and other qualities,” 
but perhaps I had better not say that. 

@. Well, I was coming to that in a moment. We will proba- 
bly get up to that in a minute — well, we might as well get right 
at it now. Have you ever heard anything as to any faulty man- 
agement as to any one specific fire that you might call to mind? 

A. Well, I think I will say no to that, Mr. Chairman. 

@. In the discussion that you have heard, have you ever heard 
it intimated where there was any faulty management at any one 
specific fire? 

A. Yes. I have heard it intimated ; yes, sir. 

@. Well, in what way? 

A. In what way? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Well, in what special sense? I don’t quite understand the 
question. 

Q. Well, incompetency on his part? 

A. Ihave heard much fault found with the results. That is 
the best way I can put it. 

@. Well, the results of what? 

A. The results of the attempt to put out fires. 

Q. Well, during 1890, 1891, and 1892, you heard nothing, ac- 
cording to your testimony — I suppose you' are coming right down 
to 1893, are you not? 

A. Well, I have got that fresh in mind; yes, sir. 
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@. Yes — did you hear any criticism made upon the manage- 
ment of the Hecht fire on Federal street, the Hecht building? 

A. Well, as I have said before. we were disappointed in the re- 
sults. We didn’t lay the blame — at least I didn’t —to any par- 
ticular individual. 

Q. Well, the results of that fire were not so bad as was antici- 
pated ? 

A. In the first place, no, sir. 

@. You don’t know what the salvage is going to be upon that 
wool there in the Hecht building, do you? 

A. Well, not exactly, no— I can guess. 

@. I suppose you are looking for about three-quarters, are you 
not? 

ZApnENO.\ SITs | 

@. Well, would it surprise you if you received three-quarters ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And I suppose if you receive three-quarters, then you would 
say that the result was not as bad as you anticipated? 

A. Yes, sir; if we receive that amount. 

@. You would say that? 

zi. Yes; certainly I should. 

Q. I suppose, Mr. Wheelock, that you considered the Hecht 
building a good risk ? 

A. The Hecht building? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

_A. Well, a fair risk; not a good risk, no, sir. 

Q. If a building similar in character was erected on that spot 
and they wanted you to take a line on it, would you take it at the 
same rates it was prior to that fire? 

A. No, sir. 

@. What increase would you put on? 

A. At least one hundred per cent. 

@. Then it was considered, I suppose you mean by that, at the 
time it was rated by the rating committee or the Board of Under- 
writers, a fair risk at one-half of one per cent. ? 

A. If that was the rate put upon it, yes, sir; I don’t recall the 
rate. 

@. Do you go to fires, Mr. Wheelock ? 

A. Not often ; occasionally. 

@ Well, have you ever known or have you ever heard any 
complaint made as to the number of pieces of apparatus that go 
to any one box in the business district — or boxes? 

cA RNs SITs 

@. In your judgment, from what you have seen of the number 
of pieces of apparatus that go to any one box, to fires, would you 
as a citizen recommend any decrease in that number ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Now, Mr. Wheelock, is there any question that bas not 
been asked by this committee that any other committee in Boston 
has asked of you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q@. (By Mr. Barry). Mr. Wheelock, I would like to ask you 
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if you have ever made any complaint to the Fire Commissioners in 
relation to the inefficiency of the Fire Department of the city of 
Boston? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Have you made any to his honor the mayor? 

A. Aside from what might be considered to be in that petition, 
I have not. 

@. (By Commissioner Murrpuy.) I just want to ask a question 
of Mr. Wheelock —I was out during a portion of your previous 
testimony, and I have been told that you said the losses in 1892 
were sixty-two per cent. of the premiums — I believe you said that? 

A. No, sir. 

The CuHairman. — No, he said the loss to his company, the 
Northern Assuranee of London, on the lines he carried was about 
sixty per cent. 

Commissioner Murpuy. — That individual company ? 

The Cuairman. — That individual company. 

Commissioner Murpuy. —I was told that it was just the other 
way — sixty-two per cent. of the total premiums in Boston, Mr. 
Wheelock. I was going to correct you, if that was so, by the 
records of your own service. 

Mr. WHEELOCK. — Yes, I could, perhaps, correct myself if I had 
made such a mistake, if I had my own books here. 

Commissioner Murpuy. —Of course your individual loss we 
know nothing about. Do you know anything about the amount of 
premiums paid and the losses in other cities ? 

The CHairman.—That has all been gone into. He doesn’t know 
anything about it, so there is no need of wasting time upon that. 


Statement by NATHANIEL Foster, JR. 


@. (By the Cuarrman.) Your full name, sir? 

A. Nathaniel Foster, Jr. 

@. And your business? 

A. Fire insurance — fire and marine insurance. 

@. Where? 

A. 22 Broad street, Boston. 

@. Are you a member of the Boston Board of Underwriters? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And you represent how many companies, Mr. Foster? 

A. I represent three fire companies. 

@. All foreign? 

A. No, sir; one is a Philadelphia company — one of them is a 
foreign company, and two of them are Pennsylvania companies. 

@. Any Massachusetts companies? 


A. No, sir. 

@. And you are a resident of Boston? 

AS Y 6s, sir. 

@. And you signed the petition, Mr. Foster? 
A. Yes, sir. 


@. I suppose you heard me read that first paragraph. Without 
repeating it now, can you offer any suggestions to the committee 
where the efficiency of the department might be improved? 
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A. No, sir, I cannot. I don’t set myself up as an expert on 
fire fighting. 

@. Do you know where there has been any faulty management 
so far as the discipline of the department is concerned ? 

A. No, sir, I do not. 

@. I suppose you signed this petition as an underwriter ? 

eS Oi. 

@. To ascertain what? 

A. Toascertain if there couldn’t be some means devised whereby 
we could have less fire loss in the city of Boston. 

Well, you mean less fire loss during the year 1893? 

Well, I will say any time. 

Do you know what the fire losses were in 1890? 

I couldn't speak from memory at all on figures. 

I suppose you couldn’t say anything about 1891? 

No, I wouldn’t pretend to on either year. 

: You had no cause for complaint as to results during 1890, 
1891, or 1892, Mr. Foster, as far as your companies were concerned, 
as to losses? 

A. Well, I couldn’t say that at this time — 1892, 1893? Iwas 
thinking that in 1892 cur losses were. very heavy. 

@. Well, how heavy should you claim they were? 

A. I couldn’t give you any figures, only my impression is that 
our fire losses have been very large in the city of Boston. 

@. And how do you make that out —by comparisons with other 
cities ? 

A. Well, I couldn’t compare them, making any statement of 
figures, yet that is my own impression — that our fire losses were 
greater than those in other cities. 

@. Merely based upon theory and not upon fact? 

A. Yes, you might state it that way. 

@. And I suppose from discussions of some of the brighter men 
who are members of the Board of Underwriters, who make statis- 
tics a study? 

A. I presume so. 

Q. Well, isn’t jit a fact that that is how the conclusions are 
arrived at? 

A. I think so. 

@. What do you say about the Boston Fire Department in a 
general way, take it in the aggregate, from your own observations ? 

A. Well, I have always thought there were very brave men in 
it, and that the rank and file of the whole department was unex- 
ceptionably good. 

@. And you have never had any cause to make any special 
complaint yourself? 

(AS"Noy sit. 

@. Now, what do you consider, Mr. Foster, as an underwriter, 
taking it ona basis of three million dollars premium, say, in a 
town or a city; what would you say was a fair average of losses, 
or a fair percentage to take away for losses, taking the premiums 
at three million dollars ? 
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A. Well. if the losses are sixty per cent. of the premiums, there 
is nothing left for the underwriter. 

Q. Well, have they been sixty per cent. in Boston? 

A. Well, that I couldn’t state from memory here. 

_ @. Would you think that thirty-three per cent. would be a heavy 
loss? 

A. A thirty-three per cent. loss? 

Q. Take it at one-third; yes, sir. 

A. No, sir; I should not. 

You think that would be fair, and that we had a very efficient 
department if they kept the losses down to thirty-three per cent. ? 

A. I think that would be a very fair business for any company. 

@. But if it went beyond fifty per cent., why, then you would 
think that the results were not satisfactory ? 

A. I should. 

(). I suppose you believe, with all the other underwriters, that 
the overhead wires should go underground, Mr. Foster? 

A. Certainly I do, as far ascan be. If you could put the trol- 
ley-wires underground, I would put those under. 

@. And use the storage battery? 

A. Well, that, if it can be used. 

Q. Now, Mr. Foster, I suppose that you have observed many 
times within the past four or five years the number of pieces of 
apparatus that respond down in your locality to an alarm of fire. 
Now, did it ever suggest itself to you that there were too many 
pieces came to a first alarm there? 

A. Well, I have attended very few fires myself, but I shouldn’t 
think from my observation there were any occasions where there 
were any too many. 

@. You think you wouldn’t want to decrease it for safety? 

A. No, sir; I should not. 

@. Have you ever heard any complaint from any of your clients 
in any portion of the business district of Boston that there wasn’t 
a sufficient number of fire-alarm boxes? 

A. I have not. 

@. And as a marine underwriter, you would undoubtedly rec- 
ommend the addition of an additional fireboat to the service ? 

A. I certainly should. 

@. You think that that would be of great. benefit to the depart- 
ment? 

A. I certainly should, particularly for the protection of property 
on the water-front, of course. 

@. Have any of your companies instructed you to cease writing 
policies in Boston? 

A. Not one of them. 

@. Not yet. Have you ever had any ean from any of 
your clients that any losses, where you have adjusted the losses, 
were due to bursting of hose — not the question of water damage, 
but merely the damage caused by bursting hose? 

A. Have I heard from what clients ? 

@. Your clients — or your adjusters? I suppose you have ad- 
justers in your office? 


. 
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A. I think there have been complaints. 

Q@. Well, can you name one, Mr. Foster, where that has been 
the case? You can refresh your memory in any way. 

A. Well, I think there was one last winter in Federal street — 
the basement and first floor occupied by Mr. Rice; I have forgotten 
his firm. 

@. On Federal street? 

A. On Federal street. 

Q. That was last year? 

A. Yes, I don’t know but it might have been last year — three 
or four months ago. 

@. You say it was on Federal street; do you know what was in 
the building, Mr. Foster, wool or éotton? 

A. No. There were several occupants, a number of occupants 
— some newspaper affair in the upper part of it; I have forgotten 
the name of the concern. 

@. And you think it was in last December? 

A. I am not confident as to the time, but it was within three or 
four months. 

@. Did you have any lines, Mr. Foster, upon the Ames building? 

Ae Adid: 

@. Have you ever found out what was the cause of the spread 
of that fire so— its rapidity ? 

A. I have not. 

@. Did you ever hear that the janitor of that building was 
manufacturing a lubricating oil in that building? 

A. Never; never heard that lubricating oil was thought of un- 
til I have noticed it in the papers during this examination, a day 
or two ago. 

@. Well, that undoubtedly would make the risk more hazard- 
ous if it was known to the underwriters? 

Certainly. 

You believe, I suppose, in standpipes 4nd roof hydrants? 
I do. 

And would recommend them ? 

I certainly should. 

You know the chief of the Boston Fire Department, Mr. 
Foster? 

A. Ihave met him once. I met him on the night of this fire 
that I have just spoken of, where hose burst in the building. I was 
introduced to him that night by President Field of our Protective 
Department. That is the only time [have ever met him, and I 
don’t know as I would know him again if I should see him. Of 
course he was in his fire rig, his fireman’s hat on, and I don’t think 
I should recognize him again if I should see him. 

@. Have you ever heard any complaints made against his judg- 
ment or his ability to cope with fire ? 

A. I have not. 

@. You have never made any yourself? 

A. None. 

@. And you have none, I suppose, Mr. Foster, as against the 
Fire Department as a whole, in any way? 


gokehos 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 621 


A. Ihave not. I signed this petition for a commission of ex- 
perts to look into all those matters, not being an expert myself. 


.Q. Well, you mean a commission or a committee? 
A. A commission. 
@. Have you been before the commission ? 
A. No, sir. 
Statement by Ropert A. Bort. 
@. (By the Cuarrman.) Your full name, sir? 
A. Robert A. Boit. 
@. And your business ? 
A. Insurance. 
Q. Where? 
A. At 40 Kilby street. 
@. And you represent several companies, Mr. Boit? 
A. I represent the Commercial Union Assurance Company of 
London. ‘That is the only company that I represent. 


@. And you signed this petition ? 

A. I presume that is the petition I signed, sir. 

Q@. Well, will you kindly look at it and see if the phraseology of 
it is altered in it in any way? 

A. I will take your word for it, sir, if my name is there. 

@. I ask you to look to see if the phraseology of the petition 
has been altered since you signed it, if you can call it to mind? 

A. I don’t remember it, sir. I have no doubt it is the one I 
signed. 

@. Now, Mr. Boit, ia referring to the first paragraph, which I 
suppose you have just read and which is fresh in your mind, are 
there any suggestions you can offer for or against the efficiency of 
the department? 

A. I don’t feel myself competent, sir, to judge specifically of 
any action of the Fire Department, nor do I think that I know 
enough about the fighting of fires to give any opinion that is of 
any great value. There are certain general impressions, merely 
impressions, that 1 have formed from what I have heard and what 
I have read, and a very little that I have seen in the last ten or 
fifteen years, to make me feel that the Fire Department was not 
always run with the efficiency that it should be. I have seen large 
fire after large fire occur here in Boston and a large amount of prop- 
erty destroyed year after year, and knowing that we had one of the 
most expensive departments in the United States I have felt that 
we ought to suppress these misfortunes, and that we ought to be 
able to confine our fires to smaller spaces. Whether this is possi- 
ble, whether it is merely an accident that Boston has been afflicted 
in this extraordinary manner or not, it is impossible for me to 
decide. I can only judge of results, that is all. I see that we do 
have fires, that we have very expensive fires, to the citizens of 
Boston — for let me say here that as an underwriter I don’t think 
it of any very great importance to the underwriters of the city of 
Boston whether the losses are very large or very small. I consider 
that it is their business to determine how they can protect them- 
selves by charging the citizens adequate rates for the protection that 
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they give to them. I look at this matter simply here, as though 
I am not acitizen of Boston, — Iam a citizen of Brookline —as in 
one sense a citizen of Boston and interested in the welfare of the 
city where I was born and bred and brought up and have lived all of 
my life. It seems to me that this question with regard to the under- 
writers is of no importance at all. They should be able to pro- 
tect their own interests. - But the question remains whether if, to 
protect those interests, they are obliged to charge more and more 
for the doing of the insurance in the city of Boston, the citizens 
themsclves are not suffering from some heavy charge from which 
they ought to be freed by a successful Fire Department. When it 
comes down to the question of individual fires, Mr. Chairman, I 
have very little to say. There has been one thing that has struck 
me in the management of the Fire Department in the few fires that 
I had the opportunity of seeing, and that is that it might be well — 
and of this probably the commissioners and the engineer know more 
than I, but it has appeared to me that it might be well — always 
to encircle a larger space with ropes about these fires that occur ; 
for [ have found. on a number of occasions that the engines were 
entirely outside of the ropes, and the men who were attending them 
must more or less have been, it appeared to me, impeded in their 
work, and so that crowds have sometimes been near and around the 
engines and have pressed down to the ropes, that were a consider- 
able distance in front of the engines; and although I have not 
myself seen this, I have heard and I suppose that it is undoubtedly 
true, that in many instances carts and wagons drive in between the 
' engines and the fire, driving over the hose, as, in fact, some friends 
told me at the last fire they saw it done —driving these heavy 
teams over the hose which were supplying the fire with water. 
That sort of thing, of course, must be injurious to the hose, 
and it seems to me out of place. The fire commissioners and 
the engineer, as I say, probably know whether it is possible, 
better than I, to take in a larger space, but that has appeared to 
me important, that the engines which are attending to a fire and 
the men who are with them should have full and complete control 
of their own actions, that they should be entirely unimpeded, that 
the streets should be free and they should work there entirely. by 
themselves, without anybody to interfere with them. Of course, I 
agree with what so many gentlemen have said, that the wires, the 
electric wires, are a dangerous menace to the city, both to life and 
property. J hope they will be put underground. Occasionally, 
in regard to these fires, I have heard complaints, and I don’t really | 
know myself whether what is said is true or not with regard to 
them. It appeared at the Hecht fire as if the department ought to 
have been able to have saved the buildings on Summer street, and 
that seemed to be the impression, I think, of the fire marshal in 
his report. Whether the fire marshal’s statements in that report 
were correct or not, I have no method of knowing. If they were 
correct, it seems to me they showed great ignorance on the part of 
the chief of the Fire Department. But, as I say, as to the fact 
of their being true or not, I know nothing. ‘That the loss ratio of 
the companies has increased in the city of Boston, I think there 
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is no doubt, and I merely instance that not as deprecating the 
business, but simply as one of the methods in which it can be 
judged how the city is affected by fires. I noticed from figures 
which were presented to me in my office that in the last seven 
years the ratio of losses in the city of Boston had increased about 
eight per cent. over the ratio of receipts to losses in the city of 
Boston during the previous six years. That would seem an in- 
dication that the last seven years had not been as good as the pre- 
vious six years, and presuming that the rates charged were about 
the same, it would indicate that the fires had not been so well 
taken care of in the last seven years as in the preceding years; 
and a difference, of course, of ten per cent., of eight per cent., not 
only means a loss to the companies, but to the citizens themselves, 
which is considerable, as a good deal of property always is not 
insured. 

@. Well, is that eight per cent. based also upon the average in- 
crease of the premiums received ? 

A. That was simply taking, as I understand it, the figures 
— I haven’t them with me — showing the increase in the loss ratio. 
It was taken entirely from the Protective Department returns 
of the eight years— the last seven years, and the figures were 
based on the sworn returns.of receipts of companies made to the 
department and the returns as given by the department of losses 
for those seven years — and so with the preceding six years. 

@. Taking into consideration any of the increased valuation in 
our property during that time? Was it based on that, do you 
know? 

A. This is merely a ratio of receipts to losses. It has nothing 
to do with the increased valuation of property, because that comes 
in in the increased receipts, and it also shows in the increased 
losses. 

Q@. Well, that is so far as the Underwriters of Boston are 
concerned ? 

A. That is as far as the Underwriters of Boston are con- 
cerned. 

@. There are risks and lines written that are taken outside of 
Boston? 

A. Oh, no, this was purely from the Penteenee Department, 
simply returns for the city of Boston. 

From the Boston Protective Department ? 

From the Boston Protective Department returns. 

Which is supported by the Board of Underwriters? 

Which is supported by the Board of Underwriters. 

By contribution ? 

Well, by the companies— not by the Board of Under- 
wri ters, but by the companies. 

Q. By all the companies— 

A. Doing business in Massachusetts. 

@. Then there are some companies, of course, in Boston, that 
are not connected with the Board of Underwriters ? 

A. There are, I think, none, there cannot be by law, — oh, 
with the Board of Underwriters? Yes, sir; but there are none 
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which do not help support the Protective Department. I misunder- 
stood you. 

@. You have no knowledge of what the salvage is going to be 
on the Hecht-building fire, Mr. Boit, have you? 

A. I have $10,000 on the building, and I wouldn’t give you a 
cent for the salvage on it. I should like to get any salvage out 
of it. 

Q. Well, is that on the contents? 

A. I have nothing on the contents, but I had $10,000 on the 
building, and that has gone up. 

@. At one-half of one per cent. ? 

A. I don’t remember the rates; at what the rate was, whatever 
the board rate was. 

@. You wouldn’t place the same risk again on the same charac- 
ter of building, even at the board’s suggestion? 

A. No, not without an increase of rates. 

@). Now, you say that we have got avery expensive department, 
Mr. Boit? 

A. So I believe the figures show. 

@. And comparing it with what other cities? 

A. Well, with New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Chicago. 

@. Well, how do the figures compare, so far as the expense of 
the department in our city is concerned? 

A. I regret to say, sir, when you get me down to figures, it is 
very rarely that I can remember them, and I am only affected by 
the general impression. It is my impression, however, that the 
city of Boston pays something — that our expenses in connection 
with the department are something like two dollars per capita, and 
that of Chicago is less than a dollar, I think: that of New York 
perhaps one dollar and a half, and Philadelphia and Baltimore 
about seventy cents per capita. ‘Those are my guesses at it, but 
they cannot be very far from right. 

@. Is that estimate for Chicago based on all the suburban prop- 
erty taken in in Chicago during the past few years? 

A. That I don’t know. 

@. The annexed territory? 

A. I don’t know how they were figured, Mr. Chairman. It would 
be my impression, Mr. Chairman, that one executive at the head 
of our department would be more efficient than a commission at 
the head of the Fire Department, simply because I feel as if it 
were a better form of work that we should get out of it. The re- 
sult has been very good in Chicago, and I think it would work well 
here. 

@. When did the underwriters of Boston, Mr. Boit, if you can 
call to mind, come to the conclusion that a one-headed commis- 
sion would be better than three commissioners in the expenditure 
of a million and a quarter of money in Boston in connection with 
the Fire Department? 

A. Well, I should say it had been talked over, Mr. Chairman, 
a great many times in the course of a good many years. Ihave 
heard it frequently mentioned for the last ten years. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Boit, what isthe ground for it, or what is it 
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based on? What facts would you give us that would lead us to 
believe in making a recommendation of that kind, that there 
should be a one-headed commission — who would be the adminis- 
trative head and the chief engineer of the department, you mean? 

A. Yes. 

@. All combined? 

A. No, not the chief engineer of the department, sir. 

@. But you mean the administrative and executive head? 

A. There should be a one-headed administration, and of course 
with the proper officers under him, whatever, might be necessary. 
But that one man ought to be at the head of the organization as 
the general of an army with those under him, and I agree very 
fully with some one who spoke here a day or two ago — yester- 
day, I think it was Mr. Pierce who spoke here — that an officer 
of the army. or an officer of the navy, or a man who had had con- 
trol of great bodies of men, large bodies of men, would be the 
most efficient man for a position of this kind. 

@. Can you name any special qualifications that a military man 
would have in commanding the Fire Department or coping with 
fires in Boston? 

A. A man who had been successful in his vocation. 

@. Would it necessarily follow from that that he would make a 
good man to combat the fires in this city ? 

A. No, sir; I don’t think it would. 

@. And do you know, Mr. Boit — taking it from your stand- 
point, can you say — that any one of the three commissioners at 
present at the head of the department were not successful men in 
their business ? 

A. No, sir; I don’t know. I haven’t the pleasure of knowing 
either of the three gentlemen that belong to the commission. In 
fact, I have never met them before. I have no doubt they have 
been successful men in their business. 

@. Does it follow that because a man may be unsuccessful in 
some undertaking he may have entered into that he is not qualified 
to fill another position ? 

A. No, sir. | 

@. And I suppose this matter has been talked over among 
the underwriters, that a one-headed commission would be better 
than three? 

A. A great many times, sir, among themselves. 

@. You have been a fire underwriter in Boston for how long, 
Mr. Boit? 

A. About sixteen years, I think, sir, — thirteen or sixteen. 

Q. That was shortly after the Board of Fire Commissioners 
was created? 

A. That I don’t remember, sir. 

Q. 1873? 

A. Well, I came here as a fire underwriter after that. I started 
in 1878 — that was five years after. 

Q. Well, from 1878 up to 1890, did you ever hear it argued 
among the Board of Underwriters that a one-headed commission 
would be the best? 
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A. Yes, frequently. 

@. Have you ever heard it stated what the reasons were, what 
reasons they assigned ? 

A. More efficient work, sir, out of the department, with one 
man at the head. 

@. Well, you think more efficient rating could be done by one 
man who might have the entire charge of the insurance business 
of Boston? Would that inure to the benefit of the insurance 
companies ? 

It is felt so by many. 

That it would? 

Yes, 

And you, I suppose, would be glad to take the position ? 

I am not sure of that. 

And you believe that that would be the proper thing to do? 
Which, sir? 

To take one man, place him in Boston, have him make all 
the rating and do all the business for the insurance companies 
that do business here? 

A. That is a question that I have been seriously considering 
lately, and that I have not made up my mind about, sir. In fact, 
it has been talked of among the underwriters. 

@. And of course from your fifteen or sixteen years experi- 
ence you must be thoroughly posted in insurance rating? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You are not an expert? 

A. I don’t consider any man throughly posted in insurance. The 
longer he lives in it the less thoroughly posted he finds himself. 

@. You are better qualified to give an opinion in that matter 
than you would be in relation to fighting fires? 

A. aX es} sirif 

@. And I suppose you would not make any recommendation as 
to who the man would be — you haven’t any in mind? 

A. Not at all; I haven’t any in my mind. 

@. Is there not, Mr. Boit, at present a feeling that the Fire 
Department has done excellent work? 

A. At times excellent work, sir. I think it is very generally 
the feeling that in this last fire they did excellent work. 

That is, the Tremont Temple? 

No, the one before that — I had forgotten this last one. 
How about the Temple? 

I never heard anything said against their work ADE in any 
I have no doubt it was good. 

You wasn’t at the Hecht-building fire? 

I was there, yes. 

About what time, sir? 

Oh, not until too late —I was not there until it was pretty 
well down — the Summer-street buildings had been burned down. 

@. And you don’t know whether in ‘the Preston and Constant 
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tiers Well, from what I had heard I understood it had not been, 
. but that I don’t know. 

a} That is merely hearsay ? 

A. Merely hearsay. 

Q. If the district engineer and assistant chief engineer of the 
department, who went there on the first alarm, informed you 
that lines were placed in both buildings and the men driven out by 
heat and smoke, would you think it was good judgment? 

A. It would depend on what time they were placed there, sir. 

@. Immediately upon their arrival? 

A. It would depend on what time they arrived. 

@. Have you ever known any laxity in the arrival of the de- 
partment on the scene at a conflagration? 

A. That I could not say, sir; that I haven’t followed. 

@. Then, supposing the department had arrived there upon 
what might be termed schedule time, quick, within four minutes 
from the time of the first alarm, what would you say to that? ' 

A. Well, I should suppose that the very first place they would 
have gone into on arriving there. Knowing that the Hecht build- 
ing was on fire, as it is said to have been throughout, in a minute 
or two, I should suppose that the very first place they would have 
gone to would have been up into these Summer-street buildings. 
Of course I don’t know that they didn’t; they may have — I don’t 
know. 

@. Have youheard anybody state that the Summer-street build- 
ings were on fire when the department arrived there? 

A. No, sir. 

@. And you have heard that it wasn’t until after they had got 
to work, not until after they had got to combatting the fire in the 
Hecht building, that they discovered that the rear part of the Con- 
stant and Preston buildings were on fire? 

A. That is my impression, sir. 

Q. Now, Mr. Boit, upon that information being given by either 
a district chief or the chief meinber of the department at the fire, 
that they immediately repaired to the scene and put lines into 
those buildings, would you say there was any faulty management 
there? 

Yes, sir. 

Why? 

I should have said they ought to have been there before. 
Why? 

Ought to have found it out. 

How could they have found it out? 

Gone there at once, knowing that the whole brick building 
was exposed, the Summer-street building. If they had known 
that it was perforated with windows from top to bottom, as I have 
heard it said it was not known at the time, and if they bad known 
that the backs of the buildings on Summer street were not pro- 
tected with tin shutters as they ought to have been, probably 
through the fault of the Inspection of Buildings Department, they, 
it seems to me, would have gone right in there at once as soon as 
they arrived, would have gone into those buildings and worked out 
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the back windows, I think. I don’t mean to say that they didn’t, 
because of the facts I know nothing. I don’t know whether these 
facts are so or not; it is mere hearsay. 

@. Well, if these facts were so, I ask you, Mr. Boit, would you 
modify the statement you have made that there was negligence or 
faulty management? 

A. Do you say the facts are as you now state? 

@. No, I say if the facts are as I state to you, would you 
modify your statement? 

A. What facts? 

Q. That upon the arrival of the department lines of hose were 
immediately placed in the Constant and Preston buildings — and 
nobody has ventured to say that there was any delay in the ar- 
rival of the department — taking it for granted that the depart- 
ment was there on time? 

A. If the department arrived there promptly, sir, and if hose 
were taken in promptly, immediately on the arrival of the depart- 
ment, into those buildings, I should have no complaint to make. 
I should think they did the best they could. 

Q. Now, Mr. Boit, you say that you have no knowledge your- 
self, stating that you have not given the subject of the fighting of 
fires a study, that you know nothing of the science of fighting fires, 
and you have based your entire statements and your opinions 
given to this committee upon that which you read from the fire-mar- 
shal’s report? 


A. That and what I have heard, sir. 

@. And what you have heard? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Among the fire underwriters ? 

A. I beg your pardon, sir? 

@. Among the underwriters ? 

A. Not only among the underwriters—among the citizens of 
Boston. 


@. Have you ever heard the question discussed by men whom 
you might believe in your own mind were experts? 

A. I should say never. 

Q. Now, Mr. Boit, can you tell me from your own knowledge 
or from any statements that you have heard how many fires have 
extended to other buildings, than the one in which they originated ¢ 

A. In the city of Boston, sir? 

@. In the city of Boston. 

A. How many fires? 

@. Yes, sir; during the year 1892? | 

A. I should think in the year 1892 that none did, so far as I 
remember. Yes, one did—I remember one in 1892; it seems to me 
one on Federal street. 

@). Then there could be no complaint made as to the manage- 
ment of the department during 1892? 

A. I didn’t say that, sir. 

Q. Well, IT ask you. 

A, Oh, I know of no complaint, sir. 

@. Did you hear of any complaints during 1891? 
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A. Well, I find it difficult to remember the times of the fires. 
I have heard complaints. 

@. You remember the fire of 1889? 

A. Oh, yes, sir; and I remember the Claflin-Coburn fire, but I 
don’t remember the date of it. 

@. Now, what would you say about the Claflin-Coburn fire, as 
to the loss and the insurance, the adjustment ? 

A. Well, as to the insurance, there was a very large amount of 
insurance in that building, sir, considering the very small amount 
of stock. I was not interested, however, in the fire. 

@. Well, what would the per cent. there be as against the total 
insurance ? 

A. Well, the total insurance was lost. 

Q. Where? 

A. In the building. There was only about $10,000 of insur- 
ance there, and it was lost, if I remember right. 

Q. The Claflin-Coburn building? 

A. No, there was about $100,000 worth insurance, and $10,000 
stocx, as I remember it. The stock was lost and covered by in- 
surance all right, because there was about ten times as much 
insurance as there was stock. That is my recollection of it, al- 
though, as I say, I was not interested in the fire. By a mere 
accident there was that great amount of over-insurance, and there- 
fore the companies lost nothing or very little; but I think the 
$10,000 of stock was entirely destroyed. 

@. Have you ever, Mr. Boit, had occasion to make any com- 
plaint personally yourself as to the efficiency of the depart- 
ment? 

A. No, sir. 

@. To either the chief magistrate or to the city council? 

A. No, sir. Individually I have no complaint to make against 
any of them. ‘There is one other thing, Mr. Chairman, as long 
as this question is up and as long as you ask for opinions (that 
may be worthless) —there is one other point which I would like 
to speak of. It seems to me that the building laws of the city of 
Boston are made for the protection of life and property and that is 
practically what the Fire Department is for. It seems to me that as 
at present constituted, with two independent bodies,— the Building 
Department and the Fire Department, — there is a question of 
responsibility as to loss after a fire occurs. Occasionally after a 
large fire, I have heard it rumored that it was the fault of the 
Building Department in not having carried out the provisions of 
the building laws. From the Building Department I have heard 
rumors — not directly from them, but these are conversations 
that I have heard on the street — that it was the fault of the 
Fire Department. It seems to me that if there were any way of 
combining these two departments or placing them in such form 
that the Building Department was made directly responsible to 
the Fire Department, there would be no infractions of the build- 
ing laws. We might depend upon it every time that the building 
laws would be carried out, because it is for the interest, the 
reputation, the integrity, of the Fire Department that they should 
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be carried out. The management, the whole management, the 
whole reputation, of the Fire Department depends upon the suc- 
cessful coping with fires in buildings which are put up under the 
building laws, and of sending their men into those buildings, and 
it is of absolute necessity, it seems to me, for a successful fire 
department, that they should be able to know exactly whether 
the building laws are carried out or not, and if the building laws 
were placed under the Fire Department or responsible to the 
management of the Fire Department, they would always be carried 
out. If a man then came up and wished to get over some re- 
striction of the building laws, the commissioners would at once 
say, ‘* Not a bit of it; that building must be carried out to the 
letter as required by the law. We cannot put our men into it, 
we cannot save the place from burning, it will endanger that 
section of the city, it will endanger that block, that building, and 
we must have the building laws enforced.’’ If some such an ar- 
rangement in some form or other could be made, by which they 
should report directly to the Fire Department, or if the Fire De- 
partment were put in power over the Building Department, I 
believe we should have a great deal better state of things, in our 
building laws and the result of our fires in the city of Boston, than 
we have to-day. 

@. Have you any idea, Mr. Boit, of the magnitude of the De- 
partment for the Inspection of Buildings? 

A. I have no doubt it is very large. That is merely a matter of 
management, of executive ability. The Atchison Railway is pretty 
big, too, but the president manages it. 

Q. Some people in Boston don’t think so. 

A. Some people don’t, I know. 

@. Do you know of any case where the building laws have been 
violated by allowing any parties to build contrary to law? 

A. No; I know of no specific instance, although I have heard 
rumors of it continually. 

@. Do you know that the engineers in all the districts covered 
by them know the interior, exterior, and construction of all the 
. buildings already erected or where building is now going on, and 
have access to them? 

A. Well, sir, I supposed from something in this report here of 
the fire marshal, sir, that they did not. 

Q. Which report? 

A. Of the fire marshal, sir, — that they didn’t always know. 

@. That is, this report upon which you told me you based the 
greater part of your judgment? 

No, sir; I didn’t tell you that, sir. 

@. On this and what you read? 

A. On this and what I read and heard. 

Q. The combination ? 

- A. The combination; yes, sir. 

Q. Well, you were going to read something from that report ; 
you may state it to me now. 

A. Simply that in that same report, sir, whether it is true or 
_not I don’t know because I have never heard any evidence on the 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 631 


subject, but I notice that in his report he says this, on the twelfth 
ge. 

7 Q. You are going to read to me now about the shutters or the 

lack of shutters on the building in the rear on Summer street? 

A. ‘Still another fatal error ” —on the twelfth page, sir, the 
sentence beginning ‘‘ Still another fatal error.” Now, of course, 
whether that is a fact or not, I don’t know anything about. If it 
is a fact, it does seem to me to be a fatal error. 

@. Now, Mr. Boit, I have been looking, this committee have 
been looking since this investigation started, for some one to in- 
terpret that one paragraph. Can you interpret it for the 
committee ? 

A. If the committee are unable to interpret it, sir, I am sure 
I should be unable to do so. 

@. I think they are, and I think the fire marshal himself is at 
the present time. 

A. There is an interpretation of it, I think, — that is, there is 
an impression that you get from it—an interpretation that might 
be put upon it. 

@. And you don’t feel as though you want to interpret it ?— 
oh, I beg pardon. 

A. I think there is no difficulty, sir, in interpreting this sen- 
tence. 

Q. Well, which part of it, Mr. Boit? 

A. The ignorance of the chief of the Fire Department as to the 
existence of this area way and its surrounding conditions. 

@. Well, now, you have read that, and I suppose upon that 
paragraph there, taking it all together, and upon your interpreta- 
tion, that you have based some part of your opinion here? 

‘A. Certainly, sir. 

Q. Well, now, Mr. Boit, what is your interpretation, of that 
portion of it which you have just read to me? 

A. Why, I cannot interpret it more clearly than I can read 
it, sir. 

@. Than the language which is used ? 

A. I cannot do it more clearly than that, it seems to me. 

Q. I want Mr. Boit to read this himself and read it aloud, and 
I think he will do it for me, and then form an opinion as to the 
interpretation of the paragraph he has read and the letter which 
he is now about to read. 

A. Shall I read the whole of this letter, sir? 

@. I would like to have you, sir. 

A. (The witness read the letter sent by the fire marshal to 
Chief Webber, put in earlier in the investigation. ) 

@. I will let you interpret that, Mr. Boit, you know. I will 
come to my conclusions later on, when I am making up my report 
with the remainder of the committee. 

A. It is an interesting letter, certainly. 

@. Yes, I should say it was.. Now, I suppose, Mr. Boit, that 
you will now, like many other gentlemen who have endeavored to 
interpret it, place less confidence in that report than you have 
heretofore? 


632 APPENDIX. 


A. I certainly place less confidence somewhere. Which is cor- 
rect, sir?—I still don’t know what judgment to form. 

@. They are both written by the same man. I suppose your 
opinion now would he based upon whether one was written in the 
morning and the other in the evening? 

Aen) C8, Sli 

@. (By Mr. Barry.) Mr. Boit, you speak of the preference 
which you would have for a one-headed commission as compared 
with a three-headed commission, but you don’t say to the commit- 
tee—or at least I have not heard you say—the style of man that 
you believe ought to be at the head of that commission, if it were 
to be one man. 

A. Well, I did say, I think, sir, that I rather agreed with what 
Mr. Pierce said yesterday, I think, at this hearing, that such a 
man might be selected from the army or the navy, or some such 
position, who had had control of large forces of men and who had 
been familiar with such work—that such a man might be found pos- 
sibly who would make a better showing. 

@. Or, in other words, the colonel of the First Regiment in 
Massachusetts ? 

A. Whois he? I don’t know the colonel of the First Regi- 
ment, sir. Who is he? 

Q. Mr. Mathews; Thomas R. Mathews. 

A. I don’t know hin, sir. 

Q. Well, are you willing to tell the committee why you think 
such a man would be superior to a three-headed commission ? 

A. Because it seems to me a class of work that requires the 
most severe and strictest discipline, and a man who was brought 
up in the straight methods of discipline, as our army and navy 
officers are, ii seems to me would be the class of man who would 
be able to best manage large bodies of men, as the management of 
fires would, it seems to me, be very similar, very analogous, to 
war. 

@. Do you know of any other city in the United States where 
there is any better discipline than there is in Boston? 

A. No; I[donot. Ithink the results in Chicago where they 
have a single head; have been better than they have been here, 
but I don’t know that their discipline is any better than it is here. 
That I don’t know. The results seem to point to it; I am look- 
ing at the results. 

@. What would you have to say of an underwriter taking a 
policy of $5,000 on a man’s property, on his merchandise, that 
didn’t exceed $500? 

A. Well, I think he would be a fool, sir. 

@. Do you know of such a case? 

A. I know that such things have been done—accidentally so. I 
don’t think any one intentionally would do such a thing. 

Q@. Well, now, Mr. Boit, what would you have to say to what 
is known as an open policy book. A book kept as our assessors’ 
books are kept down here in City Hall? 

A. I beg pardon, sir —I don’t understand what that has to do 
with the Fire Department. 
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@. You will see that it has everything to do with it when I get 
through. 

A. I just wanted to know. 

@. It is to try and assist in preventing the spread of fires. Mr. 
Boit, what would you have to say to an open book of policies, kept 
the same as the assessors’ books are kept down stairs in the City 
Hall, in some public building in the city of Boston, whereby the 
citizens in general might be able to go in and examine and find 
out how large a policy John Brown, for instance, is carrying on his 
stock in the building next door to them? At the present. time 
they have no method of finding out unless they go to the com- 
pany, have they? 

ise INO, SIF. 

@. Then what would you have to say in relation to that? 

A, That is an interesting question, sir, that I have never heard 
brought up. 

@. I am trying to lead up to the fact of a man who gets a 
policy on a class of goods to the amount of five thousand dollars 
where the goods in his place are only really worth five hundred 
‘dollars, and by my inspection if I live next door, if I looked at 
the books and found he had only five hundred dollars of stock 
there and had a policy of five thousand dollars, I would be led to 
believe that he probably had some motive in doing that, and I 
should myself report to the insurance company that I had reason 
to believe that he had only five hundred dollars’ worth of goods 
and had a policy of five thousand dollars. What would the com- 
pany do in a case of that kind? 

A. The company knowing that, sir? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. They would immediately cancel the policy. 

@. You haven’t answered my question, Mr. Boit. JI asked you 
what you would think of some arrangement of that kind, whereby 
that would be made compulsory on the part of the insurance com- 
panies ? 

A. It is a very interesting question, sir. I never heard it sug- 
gested before, and I think it would require considerable thought to 
make up my mind in regard to it, whether there could be any such 
method followed in the insurance business. 

@. It wouldn’t be any more work than the furnishing and tabu- 
lating of the valuation of all our property in the citv of Boston 
by the assessors on the assessors’ books, where the citizen can go 
to the assessors’ office to-day and find out the price his property is 
assessed for. I ask you the question, Mr. Boit: Do you think it 
would be a good thing if some arrangement of that kind could be 
inaugurated ? 

A. As I have told you, sir, I never heard the question broached 
before. 

Q. (By the Cuairman.) Do you think it would be a good 
thing to have it inaugurated? 

A. I never heard it broached. I would rather think it over. 
There are some very interesting questions involved, it seems to 
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me, and I would like to think it over before answering, because it 
is a broad question. 

Q. (By Mr. Barry.) I speak of it, Mr. Boit, because I live 
in a district where it has happened two or three times that that 
very thing has been done, where it has sometimes occurred that the 
stock is only worth ten, fifteen, or twenty per cent. of the insur- 
ance, on small classes of goods, valued at five or six hundred 
dollars. 

A. {J think itis a very interesting question. 

@. (By Mr. O’Brren.) Mr. Boit, I believe that you spoke of 
being in favor of having a one-headed commission, so-called, for 
the Fire Department ? 

MAL Ody. Sir. 

(). And you said that something of that sort was in contempla- 
tion with regard to the underwriters ? 

A. Incidentally I said so; yes, sir. 

Q. Well, that would be, of course, in the nature of an experi- 
ment? 

A. No; I think that has been done in a good many other cities, 
sir. 

@). Well, it would be in the nature of an experiment in Boston? 

JA! Yes, 

@. Well, do you believe in experimenting with a department 
like the Fire Department? 

A. It would be an experiment in Boston; but if you have a 
number of cases to draw from where they have tried it, although 
an experiment here, itis a proper and legitimate experiment to 
make. We always try those things from what we see others do. 

@. Yes, of course; but the conditions in Boston are widely dif- 
ferent from what they are in other cities in that respect. 

A. I beg your pardon, sir, —very little difference. There is a 
ereat similarity in all the large cities. 

@. Well, the point I had in mind was, is it wise to experiment 
with a department like the Fire Department, where prompt ac- 
tion is necessary very often in order to save large amounts of 
property ? 

A. I think there is always danger in making a change of that 
kind—I don’t say that it is the result; but if years of experience 
should show that a certain method seemed not to be entirely suc- 
cessful, then perhaps the time might come — perhaps this is not 
the time, but the time might come — for making a change and try- 
ing some other method, that is all. 

@. Well, don’t you think that we had better not make so radical 
a change at first? 

A. I don’t feel as though that would be a very radical change, 
sir; I feel that, after all, the department would practically be the 
same —the machinery of the department would remain in very 
much the same way as it doesnow. And I beg you to understand, 
in saying anything I have in regard to this matter, that I know 
none of the commissioners themselves, and in fact I never. have 
had the pleasure of seeing them before until this afternoon, and I 
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know nothing against them personally in any way, or their abili- 
ties as a trio. 

@. Well, lam simply asking for information in regard to the 
matter, to thoroughly understand your idea as far as I can get it 
from you by questions, Mr. Boit. Now, in case there were a 
single-headed commission here, what would be done in case of the 
sickness of the head of the department? 

A. Well, of course, in the case of any executive officer, he 
always has his subordinates under him arranged in such a form 
that some one will take his place if he is sick or out of the way. 

@. Well, of course; but a man at the head of the department 
like that would require to be a man of rare attainments. 

A. The general has his aids and let the department have its 
aids, whatever is necessary to transact the business. That is 
all a matter of administration that I don’t consider myself compe- 
tent to pass upon. 

@. Well, the reason why I asked that was that the gentlemen 
who have testified before this committee have deemed that it would 
be difficult to find a man of such attainments that he could take 
charge of a department of this kind and bear the whole responsi- 
bility upon his shoulders, and I thought, if such a man should be 
found, what would happen in case of his sudden sickness? 

A. Well, if a general is sick in his tent, what happens? 

@. Well, the battle might be lost. 

A. Yes, or it may be won, as in the case that a gentleman 
started here yesterday, or the other day, where the general ran 
away. 

. Well, the question was asked that same gentleman then if it 
had happened a second time? 

A. Well. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpuy.) Mr. Boit, you said something 
about a one-headed commission being successful in other cities. 
What cities did you refer to, please? 

Well, I think that Chicago has one head. 

What other city? 

I don’t know whether any of the other cities do or not. 

I understood you to say other cities ? 

Well, I may have said so. 

Then you qualify that — one city? 

I qualify that. I know Chicago does, but I don’t know 
whether there are others or not. 

@. Do you know whether that system is successful in other 
cities? 

A. I don’t know, I said, whether other cities have it or not. 

Q. Well, are you aware of the fact that they have such a head 
in the Brooklyn Fire Department — Brooklyn, New York? 

A. That I don’t remember, sir, 

@. You don’t consider that department a success ? 

A. I believe they were not considered a great success. 

@. Are you aware that they have something of that kind in 
Philadelphia ? 

A. That I don’t know. 
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@. Do you consider the department of Philadelphia much of a 
success ? . 

A. Well, I don’t know. I shouldn’t feel prepared to say. I 
haven't looked into the question of the success of the department 
in Philadelphia for the last twenty years, so as to be able to 
judge. 

@. Now, what do you consider good results in a city —for 
instance, you have used the phrase in relation to Chicago, ‘‘ judg- 
ing from results.” Now, what do you call good results in any city ? 

A, Where they haven’t had disastrous conflagrations in the 
business part of the city for a good many years. I think for 
twenty years Chicago has not had a disastrous conflagration in the 
centre of the city, and that there have been very few instances, 
perhaps one or two, where the fire got out of one building into 
another. 

(. What is that. please, sir? 

A. That there have been but very few instances in Chicago for 
a number of years where the fire has got out of one building into 
another in the business section of the city. 

@. Well what do you call the business section of Chicago? 

A. Well, as I would eall the business district of Boston — 
applying it to Chicago TI would describe it as the district included 
by Summer street, Winter street, Kingston street, and so on. 

Q. That is Boston — that isn’t Chicago. 

A. It is not Chicago, bat it is not necessary for me to go to 
Chicago to know whether or not there is a fire there in the busi- 
ness section. 

@. I know; but you make a statement that you do not back 
up. 
A. I will back up my statements there by saying that, notwith- 
standing what you had stated before you the other day, they 
have not had a fire in the city of Chicago that has destroyed more 
than one building in the city of Chicago —I mean in the business 
district of the city of Chicago, as it is understood here and in 
New York. 

@. Wait a moment— I never made any such suggestion, by the 
way, but at the present time you make a statement that in the 
business section of Chicago certain things have not happened. 
Now, I ask you what the business section of Chicago is? 

A. Well, I can’t give it to you. I never have been in Chicago 
in my life. By analogy I can tell you what it is, and that is the 
only way that I bave of doing it, and it is easy to understand in 
that way, sir, unless you want an exact description. 

@. Well, if that is the answer that you make to my question, 
then I will take my question back. 

A. The description is merely by analogy. 

@. I merely asked that question when you made an assertion in 
regard to the business section of Chicago. I wanted to know 
what you considered the business section. 

A. Yes, sir; I beg your pardon, sir. 

Q@. That was all. Now, if I understand what you consider 
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good results in a city, they are shown ina city that has no con- 
flagration ? 

A. That is one of the good results, certainly. 

@. Yes; what else? 

A. Well, there are a great many good results. There are a 
great many things that might contribute to make good results, 
but that is one of the results, and that is the only result that I 
have been considering, because that is the one that is most pal- 
pable. It is the easiest to hit upon and decide upon. 

@. Then upon that result you would base your judgment ? 

A. Not upon one result, but upon one class of results. 

@. And no other class? 

A. Idon’t say my judgment would not be affected by other 
classes of results, if they were put before me. 

@. Is this one of the results you base your judgment upon — 
the amount of loss in the city as compared with the amount of 
premiums? 

A. That is one of the results; yes. 

@. You also base your judgment on the different circumstances 
that surround the construction — the general construction —- of 
buildings in the city ? 

A. In the city; yes, sir. 

@. For example, you spoke here a little while ago about the 
Building Department not being responsible to the Fire Depart- 
ment, and if in some cities it were responsible to the Fire Depart- 
ment, and in Boston it is not, then Boston isn’t to be expected, 
according to what you said, if I understood you aright, — isn’t to 
be expected to do what those other cities, having that feature, do? 

A. J should say so, sir. 

@. If it should be shown to your satisfaction — taking for ex- 
ample the city of Chicago, which seems to be the place you have 
picked out — that on the question of premiums, on the question of 
losses per year, on the question of the situation of the streets, on 
the matter of wires, on the water supply, —that is, the natural 
water-supply and all that sort of thing, — the Chicago department 
worked under more favorable conditions, you wouldn’t be so firm 
in your opinion that the best results obtainable were obtained in 
Chicago as you are at the present time? 

A. No; all those things would certainly influence me. 

@. Now, if the chairman will allow me a single moment to ex- 
plain something that the gentleman has said about me — it hardly 
comes into this hearing, but I would like to explain about it, as he 
has started — 

A. I beg your pardon, sir. I spoke in haste and I would like 
to take back what I did say, because I am not even certain that 
you are the gentleman whom I thought said it. 

@. Well, with the chairman’s permission, I will ask him to re- 
peat his question again, if he so desires it, and I will answer it. 

The Cuarrman. — There was no question asked by him, as I 
understood ; it was more in the nature of an assertion. 

Mr. Borr. —I understood something from one of the reports 
that I read of the meetings here, to the effect that one of the Fire 
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Commissioners, and I don’t remember which, stated a number of 
cases in Chicago where the fire had extended from one building 
into another during the last twenty years and had produced a 
serious fire in surrounding property. Now, I saw something of 
that kind in one of the reports, I think, of the meetings here, and 
if I did not, why then I have nothing to say on the subject. If I 
did see a statement of that kind, if it was made, why I simply 
stated that I thought the commissioner who made the statement 
was wrong so far as the business section was concerned. 

Q. (By Commissioner Murpuy.) Well, the statement made 
here —-— for your personal information I want to explain it to you 
— was merely reading from the report of the chief of the Chicago 
Fire Department — excellent authority, I suppose you will 
admit? 

A. Yes, as far as it goes. 

@. And the statement that we contradicted was only that in 
Chicago in the whole city, with no reference to the business sec- 
tion, there had been no such fires. 

A.» Oh, yes. 

@. That a fire had never extended beyond one building. 

A. Qh, yes. 

@. And I am the gentleman who answered that by reading from 
Chief Swenie’s own report? 

TAP SY.CSi1sire 

@. It was not on the question of the business section — that 
was not raised at that hearing; but I have no hesitancy in saying 
here that from the same authority, Chief Swenie himself, I should 
be pleased at any time to show you that within the last three years 
there have been at least, off-handed, I will say ten or a dozen 
fires which have extended beyond one building in the business 
section of Chicago, limited just as small as you please. 

A. Well, you surprise me, sir, very much, by what you say, 
inasmuch as I have heard from several underwriters of Chicago — 

Q. Exactly. | 

A. That it had not occurred. Of course, those are things 
which are facts which are so easily decided that it is hardly 
necessary to discuss them. 

@. Exactly. Now, I shall be pleased, at any time, to meet you at 
your office, at your own office, bringing the documents that have 
_Mr. Swenie’s own name signed in writing at the end, public docu- 
ments, to prove what I say. 

A. I would be very much obliged to you if you would do 
SO, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. — I guess you had better bring the documents 
here and put them in as evidence. 

Q. (By Commissioner Fircu.) Mr. Boit, you believe in a one- 
headed commission, I believe you said? 

A. Yes, sir; that is my impression, that it would be better for 
the city. 

@. Then do you believe in a commission at all? 

A. Well, whether it is the proper name is another question 
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The nomenclature was not the question in my mind, sir; it was 
only that there should be one head, one executive officer. 

@. You believe that the administrative and executive duties of 
the department should be separate—-in other words, do you 
believe that the man who is at the head of the Fire Department 
should be the chief of the department ? 

A. No, sir. I believe he should be the head of the department, 
but not the chief of the Fire Departinent; no, sir. 

@. Then you don’t believe in the system in Chicago that you 
have been citing to prove your position? 

A. The chief of Chicago is the chief of the Fire Department, I 
am aware. 

@. And there is no commission ? 

A. No, sir. But I didn’t cite Chicago to prove my own posi- 
tion, because it isn’t a question of proof, as I said in the begin- 
ning, when you began questioning me —it is merely a matter of 
opinion. 

@. Yes, sir. To merely carry the question of Commissioner 
Murphy a point farther, the city of Brooklyn has a one-headed 
commission — Brooklyn, New York, has had for a number of 
years. New York has had a three-headed commission, the same 
as Boston and several other cities. Now, which department 
should you consider the better demonstration of a system — the 
department of New York or the department of Brooklyn? 

A. Well, as far as I have heard, although I am not very famil- 
iar with the matter, am not familiar at all with either department 
— but simply from hearsay, from what little I have heard, I should 
say the New York department was far better managed than the 
Brooklyn department, in that instance. 

@. You also spoke of believing in the idea which has been 
stated here before, that a military officer or a naval officer is the 
best for the head of such a department as this. Did you ever 
know of an instance, do you recall an instance, where they have 
acted upon that idea and employed such a man? 

A. No, I do not. 

@. Do you not know that they did in New York? 

A. No, I don’t know of any place, unless they did in London; I 
am not quite sure but what they did in London; but that perhaps 
you know better than I. 

@. Well, London and all foreign cities are entirely different 
and hardly can be compared. 

A. It is my impression that they had a military man in London 
at one time, or have to-day. 

@. Do you remember that they tried the experiment in New 
York ? 


A. No, sir. 

@. Are you familiar with the reputation of General Shaler? _ 
AynYess sir: 

(). An officer of strong reputation? 


A. I have heard of him, but I know nothing of his abilities. 
(). He was put in charge there at one time, but the experiment 
didn’t last long. 
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A. I shouldn’t feel, sir, that that would prove anything. There 
are a great many generals put in command of armies that haven’t 
lasted long or been successful, and at the same time the method 
of having a general at the head of an army seems to be accepted 
as a good one. 

(@. Do you remember that when the Fire Commission of Boston 
was organized it started out with a general in command? 

A. That I didn’t know. 

@. Yes. I believe it has never had one since, although I am 
casting no reflections on the gentleman who was at the head of the 
board at that time. He was an able general. You stated that 
the ratio of loss to the premiums, I believe, was larger in the last 
seven years than it had been before. Isn’t it true that three or 
four, or four or five years ago the underwriters of Boston volun- 
tarily reduced their rates here on account of the small losses, some- 
thing that was not done in any other large city in the country? 

A. That was true, sir, — the Board of-Underwriters of Boston 
acted with a generosity that I have never seen exercised before by 
business men, and very prematurely, too, sir. 

@. They have not been guilty of that since? 

A. They have not been guilty of that since. 

Q. (By the Caartrman.) Have you ever read, Mr. Boit, the 
report of the chief engineer of Chicago for the year 1891? 

A. Have I read it — no, sir; I should like to read it, would be 
very glad to see it. 

@. Well. what would you say if in that report it said that in 
the city of Chicago in 1891 ninety-one fires extended to two build- 
ings, thirty-seven to three buildings, seventeen to four buildings, 
nine to five buildings, three to six buildings, one to seven build- 
ings, one to eight buildings, and one to fourteen buildings ? 

A. I should say that it referred entirely to the outlying dis- 
tricts of Chicago, sir, as I know as a fact it does, and not to the 
business section of the city. 

@. You would say that Mason and Union streets were not in 
the business section? 

A. I couldn’t tell you the names of the streets there; as I say, 
I don’t know. 

@. You would want. to see the plan? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. You have no knowledge, I suppose, of where the New Hay- 
market Theatre is, or whether that is around close to the business 
district ? 

A. No, sir; in regard to the Haymarket Theatre, however, I 
think that fire I have heard of, and I should say from what I 
have heard of it that the Haymarket Theatre was probably in the 
business section of the city. 

@. And if a fire had started there in one building and con- 
sumed fourteen buildings, you would think then that the under- 
writer that gave you the information was mistaken ? 

A. Consumed how many, sir? 

@. Fourteen. 

A. You say that it did? 
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@. I ask you if it did. 

A. I should say then that it was not in the business section of 
the city. 

@. And you think the Haymarket Theatre is in the business 
district ? 

No, sir; not after your story. 

You have been in Chicago? 

Never, sir. 

Never? 

Never, I regret to say. 

(By Commissioner Murruy.) How far from the Palmer 
House would you call the limit of the business district ? 

A. As I tell you, I never have been to Chicago personally. 

@. The Palmer House is practically in the same position as, 
say, the Parker House is here in Boston. 

Ms Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, how far from that Palmer House would you call the 
business section under those circumstances? I simply put it in 
this way so that you can understand it, taking the Parker House 
as analogous in its position to the Palmer House. I simply put it 
to you in that way. 

A. Well, as to where the business centre is, where the business 
is being congregated in Chicago, sir, I don’t know anything about 
it. 7 

Q. Well, put it on a par with the Parker House, as I have 
placed it. 

A. Well things vary so in different cities that I wouldn’t want 
to place it. I can’t tell how Boston might differ from Chicago. 
I know nothing about Chicago. 

@. If the business district there is on so much larger scale, sir, 
then you must extend the business limits farther to get at the con- 
ditions in Chicago. 

A. Yes, sir; I should say so, sir. 

@. Well, how far from the Parker House would you call the 
business section of Boston — how many miles? 

A. I would call it a quarter of a mile. 

Q@. Which way? 

A. Well, I would answer chiefly to the south and east; you 
might say that within a radius of a quarter of a mile ora half a 
mile of the Parker House you would strike most of the business 
section. 

@. Then anything within a radius of what distance would cover 
the corresponding district, would you say, of Chicago? How much 
bigger do you call Chicago than Boston — three times or twice? 

A. Well, the word “radius”? conveys no impression to my 
mind, sir, in connection with Chicago. The city might be built 
twenty miles Jong and a quarter of a mile wide. 

@. Well, it is five miles by six. 

A. That still gives me no impression of it. 

@. That is the thickly settled portion of it. . Would you say 
that a radius of a mile would include the business section? 

A. I don’t think it is possible to judge, sir; not having been 
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there, I couldn’t say, sir. If I had been there, I could tell you 
very easily. 

Commissioner Murrpny. — Well, Mr. Boit, I have a document 
here, that, if you would like to do so, I would be pleased to have 
you look over. It is a copy of the report of Chief Swenie, and 
I think it will give you the information I have stated. 


Statement by PeteG E. Eppy. 


(By the Cuarrman.) Your full name, sir? 
Peleg E. Eddy. 

And your business? 

Insurance. 

And your place of business, Mr. Eddy ? 
44 Kilby street. 

And you represent certain companies? 
Yes, sir. 

All foreign? 

Four. 

Foreign companies ? 

Three companies out of the State and one Massachusetts 
company. 

@. Is the placing of risks, Mr. Eddy, different in your Massa- 
chusetts company than it is in your foreign companies ? 

A. Yes, sir; because the Massachusetts company is a mutual 
company, has only dwelling-houses and mills, and naturally they 
don’t write the same class of business. 

Q. Don’t take such hazardous risks? 

OL. NOs cain, 

@. They are more careful; taking what I suppose you would 
term standard risks? 

A. Well, will you allow me, Mr. Chairman, to make a little 
statement ? 

@. Certainly, in your own way — we will be glad to have you. 

A. Unless you are particular about that point, I will drop that. 

(). All right, sir, for the present. 

A. I was summoned here because I signed that petition, I sup- 
pose? 

@. Yes, sir. 

A. I wish merely to say why I signed that. We were smarting 
very severely — the insurance agents —from the heavy loss to our 
principals from that fire, especially in Lincoln street. 

@. You mean on Federal street? 

A. Lincoln street. I mean that fire on Lincoln street had fol- 
lowed up very severely several fires since the first of January. 

Q@. Well, Mr. Eddy, you signed this petition in January? 

A. I don’t remember the date, sir. 

@. Some time along about January 24? 

A. I couldn’t say, sir. 

(. And that was prior to the Lincoln-street fire; the Lincoln- 
street fire was March 10. 

A. Well, that is true. I cannot help thinking of it collectively 
with the others, you know, taking in the whole thing, 
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Q@. Allright, sir; then go along in your own way. 

A. But when I signed that it was because I had in mind a 
strong desire to favor any step thet might be taken to ascertain, 
if possible, the causes of the effects which were so disastrous. It 
didn’t, in my mind, mean any suspicion or point to any suspicion 
of any failure in management, or anything of that kind. It was 
purely and simply a desire to reach, if possible, to promote 
the effort to reach, the causes of the effects which I say were so 
disastrous. There was no intention or desire to criticise, or any- 
thing of the kind. That was the object, pure and simple, of my 
signing that paper —to find the causes of the effects. I shall be 
very glad if you reach them. 

@. I suppose you agree, Mr. Eddy, with the other gentlemen 
whom you have heard here, about placing the wires underground ? 

A. Itstrikes me that it would be very useful. I should favor 
it, especially where they interfere with buildings as they do in 
some localities. 

@. In the business district principally ? 

Asc Yes\! site 

@. And you further agree with the witnesses that a new fire- 
boat would be an addition to the department —add to its effi- 
ciency? 

A. It would be a very valuable acquisition, I think. 

(). And as to the losses in Boston compared with other cities? 

A. I haven’t gone into that, sir. I don’t feel like doing it now, 
either. Iam pretty tired. 

@. And as I understand, Mr. Eddy, you have no complaint to 
make — that is, so far as the efficiency of the department is con- 
cerned ? 

ae Oy Sil: 

@. Merely signing the petition to get at some methods or 
results that might be more beneficial to the property owners and 
the underwriters ? 

A. Well, that would follow naturally; but what I wanted was 
if possible to be able to get something definite as to the causes of 
the fires. That was what we wanted. 

Q. The causes of the fires? 

A. If possible to reach them — to develop the causes of the 
very heavy losses we have had —I mean the conflagrations. Then 
you can handle them. 

@. You mean the causes of their spread, not the causes of the fire 
— the causes why they spread to other property ? 

A. Well, if a fire gets outside of a building in which it starts, 
then at once it partakes of the nature of a conflagration. 

Q. Yes. 

A. That is what I meant — that is all. 

@. Then you mean as to the causes of the spread, not as to the 
causes of the fires? 

A. If you put it in that way, yes, sir. If they cannot stop a 
fire in the building where it starts, then we are liable, as we know 
by experience, to very serious results. 

@. You have ——I suppose all the underwriters in Boston have, 
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especially where they carry a line on any building where there is 
a fire—a report made to them as to what the cause of the fire 
was, by the inspectors of the Board of Underwriters ? 

A. No, sir; by the fire marshal. 

@. Through the fire marshal. Have you, Mr. Eddy, heard 
any comment made as to what the causes were of the spread of 
the fire at the Hecht building? 

A. No, sir, 

@. The Hecht-building fire. 

A. Oh, no, sir; no. 

@. Wasn’t it the general, universal opinion among the Board 
of Underwriters that the Lincoln-street fire was a well-handled 
fire considering the headway it had gained before the alarm was 
given? 

A. I think so, decidedly. 

(). And also the Tremont Temple fire? 

A. Yes, sir; I think that would be plain to anybody who went 
on top of the Parker Hceuse as I did, in the morning. 

@. Do you have any knowledge of what the discipline of the 
department consists of, what its Jaws are? 

A. That is outside of my province, sir. 

@. You, of course, are familiar with what the losses were last 
year in Boston? 

A. Only in ageneral way. Icouldn’t attempt to quote figures to 
you, sir. 

@. And you have had no cause to make any complaint either to 
the chief magistrate, the fire commissioners, or the City Council, 
of the inefficiency of the department at any time to cope with 
fires ? 


any particular fire ? 


No, sir. 

How long have you been in business in Boston, Mr. Eddy? 
About twenty-five years, sir. 

And you are a resident of Boston? 

I am not a native of Boston, sir, — I am a resident now. 
You are a resident of Boston? 

I live in Roxbury; yes, sir. 


BORORS fa 


Statement by GkorGE W. STIMPSON. 


(By the Cuarrman.) Your full name, sir? 
George W. Stimpson. 
And you are a member of the Boston Fire Department? 
Yes, sir. 
Do you hold any position in the department? 
Yes, sir. 
What is it — will you kindly state? 
Veterinary. 
And what are your duties — now, state in your own way. 
I want you to state in your own way what your duties are, and 
the mode, the manner, in which you perform them, so far as the 
veterinary work is concerned. 

A. I usually look after the general care of the horses — in 
health, as far as their grooming, etc., is concerned, and in sick- 
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ness care for them and look after any injuries that might happen 
to them, received in the stable or at fires. 

@. How long have you been connected with the position which 
you now hold as veterinary of the department? 

A. Ten years. 

@. You make all examinations of all horses that are to be pur- 
chased by the department? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Upon information sent to you, you immediately go to make 
the examination? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And you report to the board in writing whether you approve 
or reject ? 

Aad CS, Sit. 

@. And how are your recommendations generally followed out, 
on rejection? 

A. Always. 

@. Always followed out? 

ie esa Sil 

@. Now, has there been any cases where you have rejected a 
horse where it has been purchased by the department? 

A. No, sir. 

@. And you have the general care and looking after of horses 
that might become injured in the department ? 
Yes, sir. 
And you attend fires? 
Yes, sir. 
You go on what —all second alarms? 
All second alarms. 
In any part of the city? 
Yes, sir. 
And there look out to see that the horses are properly cared 
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I do, sir. 
I suppose the commissioners ask you as to the value of 
es at times? 
They do sometimes; yes sir. 
And your judgment is taken in that matter ? 
Yes, sir. 
As a general rule? 
Yes, sir. 
You have to look out and make an examination of the 
shoeing that is done? 
A. Yes, sir. 
@. And the horses before they are purchased, while under your 
examination, do you give them a trial of any kind? 
A. I do, sit: 
@. Will you state to the committee what trial you give them 
before you make out your report? 
A. J usually take them to an engine-house and attach them to 
an engine or ladder truck and drive them for half an hour, in order 
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to ascertain their speed. Then we afterwards examine them so far 
as their soundness is concerned, so far as defects are concerned. 

@. Do you ever give them more than one trial before purchase ? 

A. Sometimes. 

@. How long do you retain them after your trial before you 
make your report? 

A. About five days. 

@. And you make a pretty careful examination? 

A. I do, sir. 

@. I suppose you keep them five days to see if their wind is 
affected ? 

AEY 88, /6i0: 

@. If they have the heaves? 

A. Yes, sir. ‘ 

@. About how many horses a year do you have to examine, 
doctor? 

A. Well, new horses? 

@. Yes, about what is the number generally purchased — what 
would the average be a year? 

A. About twelve. 

@. About twelve a year—and what is the average life of a 
horse in the Boston Fire Department ? 

A. About eight years. 

@. Do you have general supervision over their feed? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. What is the character of the feed purchased for the depart- 
ment? 

A. Generally good. 

(). Have you ever had occasion to make any complaint to the 
commissioners as to the character of the supplies, the feed? 

AEN Oo, sir, 

@. Never have? 

A. No, sir. 

@. And if it wasn’t up to the standard which you believe would 
be for the benefit of the horses, you would so report? 

A. Certainly; yes, sir. 

@. Now, what is the condition of the horses to-day in the Bos- 
ton Fire Department, from a medical standpoint? 

A. Very good. 

@. How many horses have you got in your hospital to-day? 

A. We have got four. 

@. Out of how many horses — how many horses are there in 
the department? 


A. To-day? 

Q. To-day. 

A. Three hundred horses. 

@. Three hundred, and only four in the hospital? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you got any outside that are ready to be put in, in 
any of the engine-houses? ; 

A. One. 


@. Only one? 
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A. Only one. 

@. And in the purchase of horses I suppose you make ex- 
changes? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. (By Commissioner Firou.) Doctor, what has been the 
condition of the horses all through this severe cold weather and 
hard going? 

A. I think it has been generally good. 

@. How many horses on an average have you had laid up at 
any time for the last three months? 

A. We have had about five. 

@. On an average? 

A. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. — Daily average? 

@. (By Commissioner Fircu.) What has been the daily 
average for the last three months? 

A. We haven’t had more than three. 

@. Have you had any times during the winter, for one, two, or 
three weeks, when all your horses could do duty? 

Ws ey. 68.) SIL: 

@. All inthe department? 

A. Yes, sir; every one. 

@. How long a time would that be, doctor? 

A. About two weeks. 

@. Other times you would have one or two? 

A. Perhaps one of them laid off. 

@. Which endure the hard service of the winter the better, those 
that we purchase and own or those we take in for winter keeping ? 

A. Well, there hasn’t been much difference. Those that we 
have purchased have stood up and done the work just as well as 
those we have taken in, although I think ours have held their flesh 
better than those we have taken in. 

Our own horses? 

Yes, sir. 

Because the others had to undergo a change? 

Yes, sir. 
(By the CHarrMan.) More care must be exercised, I sup- 
pose, if you purchase a green horse until after it gets acclimated ? 
Certainly. 

Is your treatment homeopathic or allopathic? 

Allopathic. 
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Statement by Carr. Peter F. McDonaxp. 


. (By the CuHarrman.) Your full name, sir? 
Peter F. McDonald. 
And you are connected with the Boston Fire Department? 
Yes, sir. 
How long? 
Ten years. 
‘What position do you now hold? 
Captain. 
What engine? 
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Engine 4. 
Stationed where? 
Bulfinch street. 
How long have you been captain there? 
Since the 15th of September, 1890. 
Do you have any singing there, captain? 
Well, occasionally some of my men may sing. I don’t 
object to it if it doesn’t disturb any one. 
@. Some of your men do sing? 
A. Some of them do at times; yes, sir. 
@. Got any musical instruments in the building? 
A. A piano. 
@. Now, have you ever had any complaints as to the singing in 
the house? 
A. Never; no, sir. 
@. What is your rule as to singing; the hour when it must 
cease ? 
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Ten o’clock. 

No later? 

No, sir. 

Have you ever allowed it later than that? 

No, sir. 

Since you have been captain? 

No, sir. 

Have you ever had any complaints from any citizens as to 
singing ? 

Never; no, sir. 

Not even as to the quality? 

No, sir. 

Do you sing yourself? 

No, sir; but I like to hear singing. 

You like to hear singing? 

Yes, sir; I do. 

And you have never had any complaint made to you while 
you have been captain of that company by any citizens in the 
neighborhood, of the singing of the men? 

A. Never; no, sir. 

(). Have you ever had any boisterous singing there ? 

At No }air, 

Q. Well, would it be tolerated? 

A. No, sir. 

Have you ever had occasion to complain of any of your 
officers or men for bringing liquor in there, and for a little hilari- , 
ousness while they were singing? 

A. Never had any men under the influence of liquor singing. 
Never had any under the influence of liquor? 

No, sir. 

What is the discipline? 

Excellent. 

It is excellent? 

Considered so; yes, sir. 

And you believe that singing should continue? 
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A. I do, yes, sir; moderately. 

(@. And you would not allow, as I understand you, any boister- 
ousness ? 

A. No, sir; I will not. 


Statement by Carr. Joun I. QuiGcrey. 


(By the Cuairman.) Your full name? 

John I. Quigley. 

And you are a member of the Boston Fire Department? 
Yes, sir. 

How long? 

Nine years this September. 

And what position do you now hold? 

Captain. 

Of what company ? 

Engine 6, Leverett street. 

How long have you been captain there? 

Two years the 18th day of this May. 

And you have been in that house for how long? 

Well, I have been in that house — let me see when I first 
went into the department; I have been altogether in the house 
about seven years. 

(). Seven years in that house. Now, captain, do you have any 
singing down in your house? 

A. No, sir; no singing of any kind now. We used once to 
have a piano, but as long as the piano has gone away it is very 
quiet now. 

No singing? 

No, sir. 

No wind instruments ? 

No, sir. 

Any stringed instruments ? 

No, sir. 

And you have no singing? 

No, sir. 

Has there ever been any there since you have been captain? 
No, sir, not of any account. 

Well, has there been any down there? 

No, sir; I don’t think there ever was any singing there. 
What do you say as captain of the company 
when they had the piano there sing some? 

A. No, they were more for playing on it than anything else — 
no singing or anything of the sort; playing. 

(). Do you have any playing on it now? 

A. No, sir; only had it there a month and got tired of it — the 
piano player got transferred and then we got rid of the piano. 

@. Any dancing there? 

A. No. 

(). You do not object, I suppose, in your quarters there, to the 
men singing, do you? 

A. Notif they keep within the bounds of decency. 
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(). Have you ever heard any complaints made of any other 
companies where there was loud and boisterous singing ? 

A. No, sir; I never have. 

@. What is the rule of the department so far as the discipline 
is concerned ¢ 

A. Weil, the discipline of my company, you mean? 

Q. Well, we will take your company. 

A. Well, very good; first-class. 

(). Have you ever had any boisterous noises in your house by 
men bringing liquor in and getting a little full? 

A. No, sir; never had any liquor brought in the house. 

@. What would you do if you found it out? 

A. Well, I certainly should report the man right away — 
shouldn’t tolerate it. 

Q. Is that one of the rules of the department? 

Aa eStrell. 

@. Not enforced very strongly, is it? 

A. Well, as far as I have heard, of course, they are very strict 
in regard to liquor being brought in, and also drunkenness; and I 
can safely say for myself that my men don’t use liquor of any sort. 
I never have seen liquor in the house in any way—- never knew 
of it being brought in in any way. 

@. Never had occasion to report any of them for being under 
the influence of liquor? 

BONO Sir 

Q@. Never had any complaints from citizens, passers- by,eof 
boisterous noises in your house? 

Az. wNoy sir. 


Adjourned to Saturday, April 1, at 10 o’clock A.M. 


FOURTEENTH HEARING. 


SATURDAY, April 1, 1893. 


The hearing was resumed at 10 o’clock A. M., Chairman Lee presid- 
ing. 
Statement by EDWARD ATKINSON. 


(By the CHAIRMAN.) Now, I will first ask you your full name ? 

ai Edward Atkinson: 

(). And your business ? 
. A. Underwriter. 

(. And your place of business, Mr. Atkinson ? 

A. Place of business No. 31 Milk street. 

(@. And you are a resident of Boston ? 

A. Brookline —a large trustee of real estate in Boston. 

Q. Now you, of course, Mr. Atkinson, are familiar with what this in- 
quiry is? 

A, Yessir; 

mea And I don’t see as you have signed any of these petitions ? 

A. Well, I signed one the other day with a modification. 

Q?. Well, I don’t know as that would go, because we have no author- 
ity to consider anybody as a petitioner in “connection with those hearings 
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who may merely have signed a modified petition that may subsequently 
have been presented to His Honor the Mayor. At the same time we 
recognize the fact that you may give us some valuable information, and 
I will just read the first clause, the first paragraph in the petition here fee 
and then allow you to go on in your own way, and we will hear what- 
ever suggestions you have to make in the line of anything that will 
improve the efficiency of the department, stop the spread of fires, or 
anything in general that would assist the committee in coming to its 
conclusions: ‘‘ The undersigned fire underwriters of Boston respectfully 
represent that in their opinion the administration of the Fire Department 
of this city need to be greatly improved in order to check the needless 
destruction of property due to its present inability to promptly and 
effectually extinguish fires that occur within our municipal limits.” 
Now that is about the gist of it, sir. 

A. Well, anticipating from having been here the other day the gen- 

eral tenor of your questions, I venture to suggest that I may be per- 
Rated to take them for granted in my testimony in chief, to the end that 
I may maintain a logical sequence in my replies. 

(). Now, without any questions, Mr. Atkinson, I am going to allow 
you to proceed in your own way. 

A. Yes, sir. Jam a member of the profession of underwriters. I 
am not a member of the Boston Board of Underwriters. Iam president 
of a factory mutual insurance company, carrying risks to the amount of 
over one hundred million dollars. We have only four fire risks in the 
city of Boston ; they are factories in the outlying districts. We do not 
cover the mercantile buildings, nor should I insure more than one in 
ten constructed and protected as they now are, if we did. I therefore 
deal with the commercial part of the city from an independent and im- 
partial standpoint. Let me remind you that you are dealing with only » 
a small part of a very great question. ‘The fire losses of the present 
year are likely to reach $150,000,000 in these United States. The cost 
of sustaining insurance companies will not be less than $65,000,600. 
The cost of fire departments cannot be less than $35,000,000. This 
makes the total fire-tax upon the people of this country approximately to 
$250,000,000. You are therefore dealing with a national question, 
and also with a national disgrace. This fire-tax is equal to somewhere 
between ten and twenty per cent. of the net profits of the whole nation 
in a prosperous year. It is, to a great extent, waste due to ignorance 
and incapacity. That is aside from the question petore you. That 
question is two-fold: first, is the business district of the city of Boston 
rightfully guarded and protected by the city government? Second, is 
the Fire Department well organized, and as efficient as it should be? 
To both these questions my reply would be no, emphatically no. Yet 
before I state my reasons I beg to submit that the owners of property 
are the men who are chiefly responsible for the present conditions. The 
great majority of the buildings are not properly constructed with a view 
to the hazard of fire. ‘They are not, as a rule, properly protected in 
that part of the work of protection which the owners must of necessity 
do for themselves. And they are not rightly guarded either for their 
own protection, or for the proctection of their ‘heighbors. Now, while 
this is a grave fault, yet owners are ready to act according to my expe- 
rience if they are rightly advised. And if they are rightly advised, 
comparative safety costs less both in construction of buildings and in 
prevention of fire, than the existing buildings have cost or the present 
system of insurance costs. In our practice we combine economy with 
safety and thereby we have our influence. You might readity ask me 
on what grounds I thus indict a community. I can only reply that I do 
it on the basis of comparative or relative experience. The commercial 
districts of Boston are comprised in fire districts numbers fourteen to 
nineteen. ‘The area of these districts is one hundred and forty-five 
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acres. They cover substantially the area between Kneeland and State 
streets, between the water line and Tremont street, inclusive. Within 
this area, mainly, within about one half, it is computed that the value of 
property which may be consumed is over one hundred million dollars, 
the insurable value standing at about that figure, from which it has not 
varied greatly in the last decade. In that ten years the losses by fire 
have been over ten million dollars. It therefore follows that the aver- 
age rate of insurance on property within this district should have been 
throughout this period of ten years at least one and one-half per cent., 
to cover losses and expenses, even without profits. If the valuation is 
less then the rate must be higher as the proportion of loss must be 
greater. Under the existing conditions in that district the insurance 
companies cannot expect to give contracts of indemnity with any profit 
to themselves at a less rate than one and one-half per cent. That implies 
a tax upon the business of Boston of one and a half million dollars 
a year, of which one million dollars is waste, absolute waste ; due to the 
inability or capacity of the owners to protect themselves, and of the city 
to protect them. It happens that during the last ten years the insurance 
company of which [ am president, with the Rubber Mutual Insurance 
Company, selected on account of the excessive hazard of its risks, greater 
than any I carry myself, and whom I organized to combine for their own 
protection in 1885 — have also insured property for the last decade to the 
amount of one hundred millions a year. The average hazard of that 
property in cotton and woollen mills, paper mills, cordage factories, 
print work, rubber works, and the like, is greater in its essence than 
the hazard of the commercial warehouses of this city of Boston. Yet 
in this last period of ten years we have lost only one and a half mil- 
lion dollars, while the expense of conducting our system of insurance is 
relatively very small; and of that one and a half million dollars more 
than a third would not have occurred at the present standard of pro- 
tection. What then is the difference? The difference is that the owners 
of the factories have learned how to cooperate with each other in securing 
economy in construction and safety in use, while the owners of the 
commercial warehouses of Boston have not yet learned that lesson. 
But you are at present dealing with the duties of the city. It is not my 
intention to criticise the Fire Department individually, or the fire com- 
missioners or any other body of men who are charged with this service. 
But I will present to you the present conditions of the whole fire ser- 
vice, so to speak, of the city of Boston as one of the most complete ex- 
amples of how not to do the work that could possibly have been invented. 
The following list, I believe, covers all the commissions, organizations, 
or persons who are now charged with various duties in this matter: 
Yirst, the fire commissioners, whose duty it is to deal with the adminis- 
tration of the fire service; three most excellent and reputable men, 
doubtlessly each working with integrity and efficiency in his own way. 
Pardon me for speaking of them individually. I have only had the 
pleasure of personal acquaintance with one; there is but one of them 
that I know. 

Q. We must take what we get. 

A. They are doubtless all, for aught I know, working with integrity 
and efficiency, each in his own department. But they occupy a position 
which should be held by one strong, comprehensive man, capable of 
supervising the whole work and enforcing its right execution. You 
will ask me if you should choose an army officer, perhaps. I would 
not. I see no need of choosing a man because he happened to be an 
army officer. But I would choose a man who by natural aptitude and 
capability of directing other men, would become a major-general in a 
very short period if he were an army officer in active service. And 
unless he is that type of man he is not fit for this position. You have, 
second, the Fire Department, individually capable, collectively compar- 
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atively incapable, if judged by the record of losses. The men and 
officers of this department risk their lives in attempting to put out fires 
in buildings as they now exist. I doubt if you can find better material 
anywhere ‘for an efficient force. They are not charged with any duty as 
building inspectors, and, in fact, may risk their positions if they as- 
sume to act as such. They should be building inspectors in law and in 
fact. Third, you have an Inspector of Buildings, — that: is, assistants 
who appear to be fully occupied in dealing with new constructions, and 
who appear to be without power to remedy many of the chief dangers 
in buildings that now exist. There are grave faults in existing build- 
ings. If not curable there is either a defect in the law or in the admin- 
istration. Fourth, you have a Superintendent of Public Buildings who 
has permitted the school-houses of this city to rest for many years on 
fire escapes, which were a fraud when first attached, and which will 
now be useless if any attempt were made to put them into service. Fifth, 
you have the Board of Underwriters, whose only power is either to re- 
fuse buildings or to put up the rates so as to cover the risk. Sixth, you 
have the Protective Department, charged with the function of covering 
goods and preventing, mainly, water damage. Seventh, you have the 
Fire Marshal, possessing the powers of a coroner, who can shut the 
door after the horse is stolen, but who can do nothing to prevent the 
stealing. Eighth, you have the mayor of the city nominally charged 
with the responsibility for the entire service, but without the least exec- 
utive power to do anything in the case. Lastly, we come to the owners 
of property, who have until recently considered their own duties to be 
fulfilled if they could put up a building that would barely come within 
the permission of the building act, and in such a way as to enable them 
to procure insurance ; shifting upon the act and the insurance companies 
responsibilities and duties which they themselves are the only men cap- 
able of discharging. I present that as the most complete sample of how 
not to do the work undertaken that could be devised. If'a great business 
were established on such a system of disorganization it would fail once 
ayear. In my judgment the chief of the Fire Department should be 
the chief at sus of buildings, because it is with a view of safety from 
fire and to the saving of life, that the inspection of buildings is required. 
Every district or assistant chief should be qualified, both in fact and in 
law, to act as an inspector of buildings in his district, with power to 
report to the owners and see that the defects, which owners are ready 
to correct on advice, are put before them. Now they do it at the risk 
of being discharged for meddling with what doesn’t concern them, — 
or they “did a few years ago, I know. I don’t know whether it is so 
now or not. Theré should be a special inspector of buildings separate 
from the Fire Department, as there is now, but the head of that depart- 
ment should be under the direction of the chief, and the whole system 
should be supervised by him. Now, I am asked what evidence I have 
of inefficiency. I have to cite the Dunne fire-escape upon the school- 
houses of Boston, —the worthless device against which some of the fire 
engineer s protested when it was put up, — notably Captain Cunningham, 
then on the force, who was afterwards in my service. I have myself 
pointed out the hazard of this worthless device to the mayor, and by him 
it was referred to the inspector of buildings. I have reason to believe 
that the inspector of buildings replied that I had never come to the 
right place, and that if I had come to him the wrong would have been 
remedied. Why has it not been remedied? The attention of the in- 
spector of public buildings has been called to it, and yet this worthless 
device is depended upon in the school-houses and upon Faneuil Hall 
The lives of the children in the school-houses in Boston are at hazard 
to-day on account of the criminal neglect of some of the city officers. 


_Who are they, and where does the responsibility rest? That is the 


question that I put to the Board of Aldermen, through you, sir, as 
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chairman of the Board of Aldermen. It is a duty for you, the Board 
of Aldermen and the City Council, to attend to. 

@. Are you aware of the fact, Mr. Atkinson, that all the executive 
powers are vested in the chief magistrate, not in the City Council ? 

A. I don’t know where it rests, sir. I have been trying for ten years 
to protect the children of Boston, and I cannot put the responsibility 
anywhere; and I say that is evidence of lack of organization, lack of 
power, lack of commonsense and common regard for humanity. I 
don’t care where it rests; it has got to rest somewhere. 

Q@. They are ready here to do anything that is necessary, and there is 
a desire to remedy any defect that may exist, Mr. Atkinson; but I want 
to say that that matter relating to all these fire-escapes and everything 
of that sort at the present time is solely left with the school board. 
They make a requisition on the city government and we have to appro- 
priate the amount they ask for — atleast we have done so this year, 
they making a requisition for $2,000,000 and we having to find it. It 
is within the power of the school board. 

A. Another example of how not to do it. If they are responsible, 
indict them before the grand jury. That is what we have got to do. 
I don’t mean to mince matters, somebody is responsible, and if there 
is aloss of life at Fort Hill, the South End, or other sections — I can 
bring you right there where there is danger of it every day — whoever 
is responsible is guilty of manslaughter if not murder. That is 
another board that have got something to do with the matter of the pre- 
vention of fires and who furnish another example of how not to do it. 

Q. Why wouldn’t you be responsible as accessory before the fact if, 
with that information in your possession, you did not act upon it, and 
compel a remedy to be applied ? 

A. I have appeared before the mayor, the school board, the inspector 
of buildings, the every other power that I know about. If you tell me 
to go before the grand jury, I will go. 

QY. That is a matter for you to determine yourself, sir. We are here 
to receive advice, not to give it, you know. 

A. No, I say I have done my duty when I have put it before the mayor 
and the city authorities. 

Q. I think you would have done your duty if you had only brought 
it before the mayor, personally. 

A. Now, Mr. Chairman, | have said that there is evidence of a want of 
organization in the Fire Department. I shall not deal with particulars 
to any extent, but I will cite one or two points. You will decide 
whether I am right or wrong in my inferences. I witnessed the work 
of the Fire Department upon the Webster building in Summer street. 
Nine streams of water were massed on Summer street from different 
engines playing into the second-story window of the building, the 
greater part of the water running down the front stairs without reach- 
ing the fire. The fire was in the rear. Had that fire been in a 
mill I should have held the department of the factory very slow and very 
negligent in reaching the seat of the fire, and putting it out, with the 
very large loss that occured in the building. ‘That building was an ex- 
ample of mill construction, and the loss was excessive as compared with 
any of the losses that are apt to occur under similar conditions. Second, 
the Brown, Durrell, & Co. building was fitted throughout the upper 
stories with fire shutters. The big windows in the lower story were 
not protected. And for some inscrutable and unknown reason, the 
building act does not require such protection at that point. It is one of 
the most dangerous points, and why it should be left out I cannot con- 
ceive. That is a case where owners took advantage of the building act, 
and omitted a most essential element of protection, because the build- 
ing act doesn’t force it to be carried out. But the fire did not pass into the 
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Brown, Durrell,& Co. building, however, through those lower windows. 
Tt did pass through windows of which the shutters were not closed. 

One of my young men was there and saw it at five o’clock or a little 
before. The fire had already got into the building in some way below, 
but at five o’clock it passed across that alley-way through a window 
where the shutters were not closed ; and another of my young men was 
on the roof of the Kingston-street building and he timed the fire when 
it got through the roof, and that was half an hour later. The e sprink- 
lers in the factory roof of the Brown-Durell building held that fire for 
more than half an hour in that building, and that gave time for the Fire 
Department to get its hose-pipes up into the upper stories of the King- 
ston-street building, by which the fire was prevented from extending just 
at the moment when the windows had begun to crack with the heat. I 
had five men there at the fire, as it happened. It isn’t often that our 
experts have such a chance, but we had five men there. Now, those 
shutters were not closed. Had the Boston Fire Department been or- 
ganized according to what I should deem a suitable manner, according 
to the methods we enforce in mill fire departments, the first duty of the 
firemen who reach the building would have been to enter it and close 
those shutters ; in which case the building would probably have been 
saved. Had that building been a factor y, under the factory mutual 
supervision, the employ ees would themselves have been organized for 
that purpose, and had the employees of the Brown-Durrell building been 
so organized they would have closed the shutters. How do I know 
that? Because one of the tenants of the Brown-Durrell building was in 
the Ames building at the time the building took fire. He had time 
enough to go out of the Ames building, to. go back into the Brown- 
Durrell building, to go into his office and “close the shutters and put his 
books into the safe ; and had those employees, or had the Fire Depart- 
ment been organized as they were in Lynn, at the building at which the 
great Lynn fire was stopped —in which the shutters were closed by the 
employees, who then kept them cool and prevented the fire from coming 
through the cracks with buckets of water and brooms — the building 
would have been saved. I say it shows a lack of organization that there 
is not a body of men whose first duty is to go intoa building, that ought 
to be known to be well protected with shutters, and to close those 
shutters at the very beginning of the hazard; and in any well-organized 
fire department that would be the first duty. Those shutters 1 may be 
made automatic at a small expense, to close themselves from a fire on 


‘the opposite side of the way before the glass cracks out of the windows. 


We have numerous such arrangements in dangerous places — like our 
automatic doors. No one doubts the individual capacity and bravery of 
the individuals of the Fire Department. Witness Assistant Engineer 
Egan’s experience on the roof of the Brown-Durell building. If he had 
been acquainted with that building he would not have taken to the wire, 
because beside the stairway which was on fire there was a sky light 
near by through which he could have dropped twelve feet upon the 
landing of a stair way leading safely to Kingston street. He was on a 
building with which he wasn’t familiar and he took to the wire. But I 
ask what right had a second in command of the Fire Department to be 
out of his place and upon the roof of that building where he couldn’t be 
found, attending possibly to a single line of hose-pipe? It was the place 
for a private to. have been sent. we implies lack of organization in the 
departinent that a first assistant should have been absent from his right 
post, in a place where he couldn’t do any good by being there, and a 
place for him to have sent a private. That is my judgment; I may be 
wrong. I observed that in dealing with other witnesses you called for 
statements that the witnesses had derived from other persons. ‘That is 
what I should call hearsay. It happens that several of our most experi- 
enced men were present at this last fire, and they concur with me in the 
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judgment of lack of habit on the part of the men in working under definite 
direction ; too much like a mob, and too little like an army. ‘Those are 
extreme expressions. My observation of that fire is this: the general 
directions given by Acting Chief Regan for the disposition of the appar- 
atus must have been excellent. I have great confidence in Chief Regan. 
The lack of organization was indicated by the apparent want of method 
of previous instruction and discipline; and that, I think, is the sum and 
substance of the objection to the present fire organization. It may hap- 
pen that Acting Chief Regan would be perfectly capable of promoting 
an efficient organization, but he was in charge without having been pre- 
viously in charge, and the organization did not exist by which I think 
the Brown-Durrell shutters would have been closed, to the probable sav- 
ing of that building, and by which I think each assistant would. have 
been put in his right place to stay there. Perhaps he, or someone else, 
or the present chief, if his attention was once called to it, would have a 
band of shutter-men. We have men in all our mill fire departments 
who go for the points of hazard. They are all trained to know where 
they are. I have heard ofa chief ofa fire department being seen on top 
of a ladder directing a hose-pipe, proving his capacity to be a private and 
incapacity to be the chief. So much for the past. Now as to future: 
The Ames building, in which this fire originated, has been severely 
criticised, and what is called mill construction, may suffer under that 
criticism. So far as I can judge from my knowledge of the building, 
its construction and its use, it was a light example of open timber and 
plank construction, the timbers not as heavy as they would be in a mill, 
and the floors thinner, two inches instead of three. But in respect to 
the size of its windows, their unguarded character, and the hazard of 
other buildings, their form, it was not consistent with mill construction. 
True, the windows in factories are many of them as large as these 
- windows were, but wherever there is danger to and from another build- 
ing, the large windows are not admitted, and those which are in are 
properly protected. When this building was turned over by the owner 
and architect to the tenant, it was in much safer condition to tenants 
than it was afterwards, and that is very often the fact. If I am rightly 
informed there was a wooden stairway, guarded only by wood, from the 
room in which the fire originated, to the room below, which was not the 
fact when I went over the building some time before with one of the 
architects. The lower stories, doubtless at the instance of tenants, 
were sheathed upon the walls with wood, which would not be tolerated 
in mill construction ; yet worse, they were varnished with the most com- 
bustible type of varnish which has long since been banished and pro- 
hibited in mill construction for years. ‘There is a substance, a varnish, 
a sort of shellac or japanning, placed on the surface of wood. If you 
had ever seen how it works, as I have, in case of fire, you would know 
it, you would recognize the danger. I learned it at the cost of $25,000, 
in an office building where they had decorated their offices very exten- 
sively, and we have never had any varnishes anywhere since where they 
would do any harm. Moreover, the advantage in mill construction, 
in its open timber floor and freedom from. furrings, partitions, and 
concealed spaces, is that it gives opportunity for protection from 
fire either by sprinklers, or with water thrown with hose-pipes. 
On the ordinary joisted floor the fire will hang on to one side of the 
joists while the water is playing on the other. When it is open mill 
construction you can sweep it right away. Mill construction should be 
dealt with and considered as a whole, and no mill constructor would 
have accepted this building as a type. It resembled mill construction 
in nothing but the skeleton. Mill constructors provide more carefully 
against the passage of fire vertically than they do by limiting areas of 
floor. In the factory the areas must be very large. Areas in the fac- 
tories vary from 20,000 to over 100,000 square feet of single floors 
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opened throughout their length and breadth, and often many stories 
high, filled as a rule with material over which fire will pass more 
rapidly than it will over any other substance, except combustible 
varnish on wood-work. ‘The true mill floor has resisted the passage of 
fire from one floor to another in all cases, save one, where that floor 
has been continuous, without belting holes and open ways. The one 
exception was in a jute warehouse “where the jute got on fire on the 
bottom, in a mill of that character, and after a long while it burned a 
hole down below into the next room below, and then the firemen got up 
there, put hose through the hole, and put out the fire— took advantage 
of it. ‘lhe automatic sprinklers, since their introduction have not yet 
failed to overlap the fire to prevent its horizontal extension. I was 
afraid they would, when I first introduced them. Iam grandfather of 
the automatics. My associates thought it would break me if I attempted 
to put them through in 1880. ‘* Then” I said, ‘‘I will break.” We 
were afraid that a fire in a card-room or a mule-room would overlap, go 
too fast. The automatics have stopped fires at the first pair of mules 
clear across a mill 120 feet wide and 500 feet long — stopped it at one 
end. The most terrible element of hazard in these Boston buildings, in 
my judgement, is to be found in the great open stairways and open areas 
in buildings that are filled with combustible merchandise. ‘There are 
buildings in this city of many stories in height which I have charged 
my family not to enter above the lower story y, because although nomi- 
nally even fire-proof, the smoke and heat of a fire originating in the 
lower stories may at any time cause a fearful disaster to the crowd in 
the upper stories, so rapid would be the upward extension of heat and 
flame generated by the mere combustion of the contents of such build- 
ings. You may next ask me what is a roof hydrant service. In our 
practice according to suggestions that I have made at many times these 
last twelve years, it would be a system of permanent iron hose- 
pipes attached to the outside of blocks of buildings leadings to pipes 
adjusted on the roofs with hydrants at parapet walls. fitted upon 
the id with monitor nozzles and at their sides with couplings for 
hose, ladders, and platforms, and wherever possible or necessary, 
stationary fire-engines supplementary to the other city engines, 
all to be under the control of the city Fire Department. This (refer- 
ring to document) was the original project of a roof hydrant service 
which I printed in 1880. It is out of print now, although another one 
has been printed since; and here was a plan for a roof hydrant service, 
printed in 1880, after the fire in the Cathedral building, for the pro- 
tection of the square in which are Jordan, Marsh, & Co., C. F. Hovey 
& Co., and others. It was not adopted as a general principle, but 
was adopted in those warehouses, and those pumps have stopped or 
did help to stop the Thanksgiving fire. It would have then cost 
about $3,500 for piping ladders and roof hydrants on that square; a 
total of about $4,000 or about $1,600 per acre. It would cost less 
to-day, because pipe is much cheaper now than it was then. ‘The 
partial adoption of that system there and in R. H. White & Co’s. 
has, I think, helped to stop dangerous fires with which the Fire Depart- 
ment had not otherwise been able to successfully cope. When one 
witnesses the misdirected energy of the Fire Department in trying to 
elevate ladders through the net work of wires, and to carry up heavy 
hose, liable to burst at any moment, to the tops of buildings, one can 
only wonder at the utter lack of forecast which has kept back the estab- 
lishment of a permanent roof hydrant service these many years. It has » 
been put up in other cities and it has been justified by experience. It 
has been justified in the factories ; it was justified by nearly every chief 
engineer of every fire department that attended the last meeting of 
the association, by some of them from experience. ‘The private pumps 
and the hydrant service on roofs in upper stories in several of the 
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great warehouses of this city have stopped fires which the Fire 
Department were proving themselves incapable of meeting. I refer 
to the Thanksgiving fire for one; and I suppose no one questions 
the fact that the admirable service of the roof hydrants from the 
platforms of the Parker house, saved the city from a disaster the 
other night. In my judgment there should also be stationary fire 
engines of much greater capacity than any portable fire engine can 
be, ‘There is a division of opinion on the question of large fire engines 
or small ones. I believe that we have in Boston too large a proportion 
of very small engines. By very small engines I mean 350 to 400 gallons 
a minute capacity. In an outfit of a factory we should regard a steam 
pump of only 350 gallons a minute capacity as an utterly inefficient ma- 
chine. Our pumps run from 750 to 1,000 gallons and even 1,500 gallons. 
Here are two examples of tests to which our pumps were submitted in 
the Alice Mill of the Woonsocket Rubber Company. The main mill is 
four stories high, 420 by 67 feet, or 28,000 square feet floor area; starting 
with cold water, had 45 lbs. steam-pressure in 8 minutes, and in ten 
minutes from time of lighting the match had 68 lbs. steam and 126 Ibs. 
water pressure. In 12 minutes were playing streams from the 
independent boiler alone. Turned on steam from factory boilers and 
opened 11 one-inch streams, all of which were played easily while 
maintaining 90 lbs. water-pressure and delivering 2,200 gallons per min- 
ute. Atthe Nashua Manufacturing Company there are two steam fire- 
pumps capable together of throwing 10 very stiff one and an eighth 
inch streams, and in addition to these Holyoke rotary pumps capable of 
giving together 8 stiff one and an eighth inch streams, or a total pump- 
ing capacity of 18 standard streams, in addition to what can be fur- 
nished by the city fire department and the city water-works. ‘That is 
one mill. I think the small pumps and small fire-engines that you have 
playing on a great fire, according to my observation about equal to a 
dog when he comes up to a corner and attends to the call of nature. In 
the matter of hose I gravely question whether the hose used in Boston 
is, as arule, of the best kind. I don’t question its make or its strength. 
One learns by hearsay of many breaks. I think the reason of those 
breaks may not be due to imperfect manufacture, but the fact probably 
that the hose has not been chosen with referenee to the smooth or rough 
interior surface. A coarse woven hose lined with rubber is very rough 
on the inside, the friction due to that roughness puts an unsafe strain 
upon that hose, and renders the hose stream relatively inefficient. I 
should be glad to think that I am mistaken and to feel assured that the 
Fire Commissioners fully comprehend the science of hose and hose 
streams. It cost us a great deal of money to find it out, and I have got 
it all here in a document. The difference in the manufacture of a hose, 
in respect to the difference between a coarse weave as compared with a 
fine weave, will make the difference between effective and worthless hose, 
and I have had tested a great deal of very strong hose that will stand high 
pressure when it is put on for experiment, which, when it is put into ser- 
vice, proves to be worthless in permanent use by reason of the friction. 
That is a very important matter and I imagine that a good deal of com- 
plaint of hose may be due to that cause. I think the remedy for all this 
difficulty will come, or might come, by the organization with owners 
themselves into a protective insurance company. Not a mutual com- 
pany, but a company which would have a right to invest a part 
of its capital in water-pipes, pumping-engines, stand-pipes, and roof- 
hydrants; drawing water from the docks, and selling water for 
hydraulic purposes, getting an income from it, and keeping their sup- 
ply on hand all the time for quick use in case of fire, and thus reducing 
the rates and fixing the rates on their own property, and chargeing 
a rental forthe use of their apparatus. That L published a plan for in 
February, 1883, with a full description of the roof-hydrants and low ser- 
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vice. My theories are apt to take about ten years to come around, and 
now, with the present pressure on owners, there seems to be some fair 
chance that the owners will at length make efforts to do something for 
their own protection. If they cannot combine for that purpose, I am of 
the opinion that in the long run it would be far cheaper for the city of 
Boston to spend about $300, 000 in putting a secondary water-supply, 
drawn from the docks, with stationary engines through about 75 acres of 
the business district, with standpipes and roof- -hydrants to be under the 
control of the Fire Department, and to be served either from this sec- 
ondary water-supply or from the present city pipes. Reference has 
been made to the relative experience of Boston and other cities, taking 
the loss as compared with the risks. I think you are in error, eentle- 
men, entirely in thinking that the experience of Boston i any “better 
than most other places. “TL have all the data at my office. I don’t know 
about other commercial cities, but [ am thoroughly well assured that if 
you will compare the losses by fire in the whole of Lowell, the whole of 
Lawrence, the whole of Manchester, the whole of Holyoke, and other 
places where the great factories share in the fire-service, and where the 
risks are very great and very much scattered, you will find that, rela-_ 
tively to the amount of risk, the losses have been very much less than 

even in the whole city of Boston, I think. I know you will find them 
very much less in the specially hazardous factories, as compared with 
the commercial part of Boston, the business district— not a tenth part. 
Jt has not been worth over 20 cents on each $100 of insurance to 
cover the loss and expense of insuring the factories in these great 
cities, exposed as they are in many cases by very close proximity each 
to the other. This is the experience of more than 40 years, under the 
lead of such men as the late James B. Francis and such others of my 
predecessors, from whom I have learned what little I know and devel- 
oped it into a science. There is not a factory, I think, in any one of these 
cities upon which a greater volume of water cannot be thrown with- 
out recourse to the public fire department than it is within the capac- 
ity of the Fire Department of the city of Boston to put upon any one 
building. JI am not sure of this, but I have every reason to believe 
that that is true. The streams that would be thrown on the factories 
from stationary engines are by comparison to those that can be thrown 
from the smaller fire-engines of Boston so much heavier in volume as 
to leave no room for comparison. I have told you how many streams 
we can put into two mills which I have referred to, and what their ca- 
pacity is. ‘There are others into which you can put a great many more. 
Indeed, into any one of the mills at Lowell you can ‘put, I don’t know 
how many, but I suppose thirty or forty great powerful streams from 
four sources of water-supply each independent of the other. Then there 
are in addition to the mills in Lowell, mills in Manchester, in Holyoke, 
and in other places where, by reason of the arrangement made, a large 
number of powerful streams can be put on, and the arrangement in all the 
mills in that respect is such as to occasion the least possible fire hazard. 
What [ have stated to you shows the sum and substance of the work done 
in our own factories, and [ will leave with you the documents which will 
show you the way our business is conducted, the losses, the construction 
of the mills, and the sprinkler and hydrant service. Here are plans show- 
ing the standard mill construction, the slow-burning construction, — 
which you will observe would be very quick burning if it were not 
properly protected, — and I will say now, as this may not come into the 
question again, that slow-burning construction must be taken as a whole 
and not some miserable little specimen that passes for it. I do not want 
mill construction to be condemned upon insufficient knowledge of what 
it really consists in, and that is what I am afraid will happen. ‘Take it 
as a whole, and it is justified, in the judgment of the the most experi- 
enced men,—the one whom I have quoted, James B. Francis, and 
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others, — and it has been justified in experience. Now, sir, I am pre- 
pared to answer any questions if you have any to put. I have spoken 
right out in meeting, without any hesitation. 

'Q. [ suppose, Mr. Atkinson, you read the report of the commissioners 
to revise the Building Laws of the City of Boston, — William Minot, Jr., 
John G. Stearns, and Wm. IL. Sayward P 

wt es,-Sir: 

Q. Well, what have you to say as to the revision of those building 
laws — that it is imperfect or perfect? 

A. That it isa great deal better than the law that preceded it, and how 
far it can be improved I cannot say. I have no great reliance on build- 
ing acts of any kind. There is grave danger that you may carry build- 
‘ing acts to such an extreme as to destroy the ability of the community to 
conduct their business. The best building act is an intelligent owner 
who takes care of his own property and recognizes his own responsibil- 
ity. I don’t know whether you can improve that act or not. I bothered 
my head over it a great deal at the time it was being framed; I haven’t 
studied it since. The act that preceded it was so framed that in many 

cases it provided for extreme danger rather than for safety, and under the 
previous building act I would not have allowed a mill to be built. In 
some respects this is a great deal better. 

@. Did your company have any lines of insurance on the Webster 
building ? 

A. No. 

(@. You had none ? 

A. Oh, no; we don’t take commercial buildings in cities at all; not 
even if they are well constructed. We only carry the factories and the 
storehouses connected with them, and most of the factory goods are kept 
packed at the factories for storage now and shipped from there, rather 
than sent from the business places in the cities. In fact, you may say 
that the factories are also storehouses in a sense. 

Q@. Then. as I understand you, Mr. Atkinson, to say you would recom- 
mend that the department be so trained, or that a rule be made in the 
department, that upon reaching a fire they would at once proceed to see 
that all the shutters, if there were any shutters on. the buidings, be 
closed ? 

A. I think that there might be a special squad or body of men belong- 
ing to each company who should be informed of what the conditions of 
the buildings are and should know just where to go. 

(). Well, are you familiar with the rules of the Boston Fire Depart- 
ment ? ; 

A. No, lam not. 

@. Well, if a rule of that character was in force and every district 
chief and every captain in a district is supposed to be familiar with the 
buildings, what should you say ? 

A. Well, I knew more about the department when Captain Cunning- 
ham was on it, because I think he had a natural aptitude for that sort 
of research, and I knew him pretty well. He was down on Pear] street, 
the Fort Hill district t, and he used to come to me occasionally to get me 
to put some abominable place on trial by newspaper, and I made an 
arrangement with Haskell of the ‘* Herald ’ to share in the responsibility, 
and we did put a few buildings on trial by newspaper. Now, inone 
case, to show you how quick and ready an owner is to remedy matters 
when called to his attention — and I can state it plainly now, because 
the man is dead. Captain Cunningham came to me once and 
wanted me to go down to Fort Hill, and go into a brush factory which 
was run by John L. Whitin e@, afterwards one of my closest friends. I 
went in there and I found two or three hundred girls, children, and men 
in an old building with three or four ovens for drying the material, 
which they used, which was liable to spontaneous combustion, and which 
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was of the most dangerous kind in that respect, the building crowded 
at every point, the stairways blocked, and with no possible chance of 
escape; and I put that building on trial by newspaper, without, of course, 
naming the place. The next day in came a gentleman whom I had 
never seen before and said‘‘ Did you make that description of my build- 
ing on Fort Hill?” Said I, ‘‘ Are you Mr. Whiting?” Said he, ‘* Yes; 
did you make that description | PMdltsaids*? Yes sir scl did “oiSaid he, + 
am much obliged to you; I never dreamed of ‘the danger, I never 
thought of it, and I wish you would go down there now, and you will 
see that the staircases are all clear; and I won’t stay there any longer.” 
And he then took our rules and put them in the hands of an architect 
and built the Whiting factory, which in every respect is one of the best 
factories in the city of Boston; and he was my friend for the rest of his 
life. 

Q. (By Mr. DAMRELL.) What date was that ? 

A. I cannot tell you. You have got the date that the Whiting Brush 
Factory was built; you may put it one or two years before that. 

Y. Well, on what date was it that you published the account of that 
building in the ‘‘ Herald ” ? 

A. I cannot tell you. Lord bless you, if I kept track of all those 
things I would have a book bigger than that. 

Q. Well, that being a speci: ial case, I didn’t know but what you 
might remember about it ? 

A. No, because I cannot carry all those things in my mind. I desire 
to say, Mr. Damrell, now that you have come in, that I was asked why 
I didn’t go to the grand jury in regard to the fire-escapes on school- 
houses. I have stated that I hold the inspector of buildings, or the 
superintendent of public buildings, or some one in City Hall, liable for 
the continued negligence in regard to school-houses, the continued 
existence of the Dunne fire-escapes. I don’t know who is responsible. 
I have already testified to that matter, Mr. Damrell, and I want to 
repeat it in your presence. Now, when the Kingston-street building, 
formerly occupied by Brown & Durrell, was going up I saw cast-iron 
girders of twenty-two feet span being put across the front, and I had a 
computation made of the weight of granite that was going on top of 
those cast-iron girders, cast-iron being utterly condemned “by all men 
that know their business for that purpose. I then saw floor-timbers 
projected nearly thirty feet long, also resting on that wall, and I went 
to Mayor Green and told him to send the C ity Engineer down there and 
see if that building couldn’t be stopped. It was then the old building 
act. In my letter to Mayor Green I described the causes, the conse- 
quences, and the course of any fire that should originate in that bnild- 
ing, just what would happen, how there were three sauses, either of 
which would throw it over into the street, block the way, stop the 
action of the Fire Department, and make a conflagration. The building 
was within the law and couldn’t be stopped, and it was finished. What 
I got by that was a notice from Mr. Peleg Chandler that he had a claim 
against me. I went to see what it was. He told me that the architect 
of that building considered his professional reputation damaged. I 
asked him who the architect was—I didn’t know. He told me; he 
threatened to sue me. He then asked me to tell him the whole ease, 
and I told him. He said he shouldn’t sue me, but that perhaps some- 
body else would. Somebody else tried to, and somebody else finally 
settled the case; and then I got a note from the architect accepting an 
alleged apology, and I wrote him that I had made no apology, that I 
adhered to my original conviction, and that if he wanted to go into 
court he could go, that he would damn the building and he would damn 
himself. Now, that description of what would happen was so accurate 
that the Fire Marshal copied from my letter, took from it his description 
of the course of the fire that occurred seven years later. Now, that is 
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what a man gets who as a private citizen tries to go into this business. 
I can take you now, within fifteen minutes, to two threats of disaster, 
either of them as threatening as that building was, or as the fire in 
Lincoln street was, and where I anticipate similar fires. I cannot name 
them. Oh, it is a hateful thing to have a fire-eye open all the time, and 
not be able to touch a defect, to point it out and have it remedied. It is 
one of the unpleasant things that a man has to encounter. In my fac- 
tory business we haven't lost a life since we took hold of it and made it 
a science. 

(. Would you give that information you refer to, to the committee, 
or to the chairman privately ? 

A. Well, I don’t know whether it is proper — you can judge as well 
as I can. It is the chance of an accident; the accident may never come. 
But there are cases where, if it comes, buildings will topple over into 
the street. There are buildings that are now supported in front and on 
part of the side with cast-iron posts that will crack off and cripple in 
fifteen minutes, if a fire occurs in the lower story, and then those build- 
ings will fall over across the street and the Fire Department cannot get 
there. There is one such building [ could name, with those cast-iron 
posts, unprotected, where it would cost but $100 to protect the building. 
I have in view such a building not far from here, Mr. Chairman. 

@. Cost what? 

A. It wouldn’t cost over $100 to protect those posts now. When 
Peleg Chandler said he wouldn’t sue me he began to talk to me about 
the dangers of buildings, and then he said, ‘* They wanted me to hold a 
reference the other day in a certain building and I wouldn’t do it.” 
Said I, «« Why wouldn’t you do it?” Said he, ‘* I wouldn’t trust myself 
in the upper story of that building for an hour at any price.” Said I, 
‘¢Why not?” — ** There is only one wooden stairway, and the building 
is nothing but a tinder-box. If a fire should get started there would be 
no way to get out.” Said I, ‘* Mr. Chandler, | wish you would sue me.” 
— ‘* Why, what has that got to do with it ? "—** Because, Mr. Chandler, 
I will summon you as a witness in my case. I believe your client built 
that building you refer to and I believe you have damaged his reputa- 
tion more than I have.” But Iwas mistaken about the architect — it 
was not the same one, it was another one. 

Q. Now, Mr. Atkinson, in relation to a one-headed commission — I 
wish to ask you if you believe in one head or if you believe there should 
be a board of commissioners. one member of the Board of Commis- 
sioners having charge as far as the discipline and the working of the 
department is concerned, another having charge of the purchase of 
supplies, and the other having charge of the houses and the making 
of repairs, looking after them generally Would that cover the 
ground ? 

A. I believe in one head, as there is in every great corporation. 

(. You mean for the discipline? 

A. For the discipline and the general organization of the whole thing 
—with boards of directors, of course, behind. But take it in my own 
case or take it in the case of any man occupying a responsible position, 
if he has got to hold a town meeting and consult with a committee 
every time he acts he is crippled. The head has got to take the respon- 
sibility, and if he isn’t fit for it turn him out. Now, I will tell you 
another thing, which will give you an example of the construction we 
have here. There have been men on my board of directors who have 
built buildings in the city of Boston in such a way that if I had allowed 
them to build their factories in that way they would have turned me out 
as being unfit for my position ; and one of them took fire and the firemen 
broke a hole thro ugh the wall of the next building in order to get at it, 
and exposed the oods i in that next building to very heavy smoke-dam- 
age by so doing. ‘That building belonged ‘to a director in the Mutual 
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Fire Insurance Company, and the roof was one of the most absurd 
examples of combustible architecture that ever was seen. ‘There are 
any quantity of such instances around here, and I can take you in five 
minutes toa number of them, where the buildings will be destroyed 
wherever the fire gets into the hollow roof. and where ample provision 
has been made to carry fire right there. Well, as soon as that fire I 
have referred to occurred I wrote to my director, and sent Captain 
Kelsey to him and told him how to reconstruct his roof. He did so, 
and the building now has a suitable roof on. There has been much im- 
provement in roofs since the great fire. They are generally very apt 
to be thin, and bad, and hollow. 

Q. And you would recommend that some one of the commissioners, 
if there are to be three, be delegated with that power, so far as the 
work you have described here is concerned ? 

A. Yes, sir; but I think one man should have general supervision 
and executive power and be responsible for everything. He can dele- 
gate all the minor points to others. I learned years ago not to do any- 
thing myself that I could possibly delegate to anyone else,—else I 
couldn’t do my business; but I am responsible for every man. If I get 
an inefficient man I turn him out. So must every head of a great es- 
tablishment. In one sense ours is a big establishment; of course, 
nothing compared with many others, but we have $100,000,000 of prop- 
erty at risk, and our business is to prevent fires, and if there is a bad fire 
we hold the owner responsible. He has got to be hauled up before us 
and we have got to overhaul him and see what is the matter. And 
they all know their responsibility. 

(). Have you any idea to express, Mr. Atkinson, as to the ability or 
capacity of the inspectors that are employed by the Board of Under- 
writers of Boston ? 

A. I know several of them, very excellent men. Some of them grad- 
uated from my office —I trained them. 

Q@. That is where they got their diplomas from ? 

A. One or two of them. 

Q@. But those one or two you speak of, I suppose, are the only ones 
you know? 

A. Oh, I know several of them. 

Q@. Well, what do you say as to their capacity ? 

A. There are some first-rate inspectors employed by the Boston 
Board of Underwriters. 

Q. Do you say that, taking them in the aggregate ? 

A. No, I don’t know them all; I don’t ‘know many of them; those 
that I do know I consider very excellent men. We have taken over 
some of their men, sometimes. 

Q. What would you suggest, or have you any opinion to express, 
Mr. Atkinson, as to the wirmg of the interior of buildings by electric 
wires for light or power? Would yourecommenda general supervision 
and inspection of that wiring when the buildings are being constructed, 
that inspection to be followed up? 

A. Well, the interior electric service as it is now put up by the rep- 
utable companies is put up according to certain rules, to which they 
adhere, and we do not now regard an immediate inspection as necessary 
as we did at the start. The electric lighting system was first intro- 
duced on an extensive scale in the factories that’ are under my super- 
vision, and they began to put up the Brush are light, with naked wires, 
and in the first year we had twenty-three fires and no loss. The quality of 
the fire was not hazardous. The number of fires was very alarming. We 
then employed Mr. Woodbury as an electrical expert and established 
the rules for the wiring of factories, which have never been changed 
and which have since become the basis of the rules for electric wiring 
the world over, with such additions and modifications as the progress of 
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the art has demonstrated are required. We have never had a consider- 
able loss from electricity from that time to this, and I suppose there is 
more electrical apparatus under my supervision than in any other 
similar body of works in this country. We are very careful in giving 
our instructions to guard against the outside wires. That is a subject 
of constant inspection, to see that the wires in the mill yards are not 
exposed to the trolley track wires, or to the wires that are used for other 
purposes. What that hazard may be I am not yet competent to say, 
and you would find it strangely curious, perhaps, when I tell you in 
regard to lighting, that my experience is that the bre aking of gas-pipes, 
as in the Ames building the other day, aggravating a fire, is a very 
serious element of danger, and that hazards. from gas have caused very 
large losses. The losses from kerosene lamps, carefully inspected and 
looked after, has been trifling. The largest loss that I have ever paid 
for damage “from fire c: sused by kerosene oil was $1,000, and that oc- 
curred from a lantern which was not of our type, brought by an out- 
sider into the mill yard. ‘The first big investigation that T made fifteen 
years ago was on the subject of lanterns. ‘There wasn’t a lantern fit to 
use manufactured by anybody. They were soldered, and dropped to 
pieces, the bottoms dropped out, and the number of fires that could be 
attributed to watchmen and their lanterns was something extraordinary. 

I took up the subject of lanterns, and now there are a or eat number of 
lanterns of the best kind manufactured. F. O. Dewey % Co. are doing 
a great business on making the best lantern that can be made at a low 
cost, and of late we have not had a lantern fire —in fact, for years. 
Now, there you have gas the first hazard, kerosene oil the second, and 
electricity about even, in an experience extending over a large area. 

QY. The overhead wires you believe should be put underground ? 

A. Of course; all telegraph and telephone wires should be put under- 
ground, if itis possible. Whether or not it is possible I think is some- 
what an open question, although I believe it is nearly solved. Trolley- 
track wires, of course, cannot be underground, and in the opinion of 
some experts an underground current of that kind would be much more 
hazardous than the present system. But I think that a very large part of 
the danger, the difficulty from wires, would be obviated if the proposed 
system of permanent standpipes and hydrants upon the roofs is adopted. 
It is the long, tedious delay, allowing the fire five minutes, which no fire 
should ever be allowed to get ahead, in going up ladders and lifting 
hose, which I think is the chief cause of the extension of fires. 

Q. I understood you to say, Mr. Atkinson, that Mr. Egan was the 
second officer in command at the Lincoln-street fire. 

A. Well,as I understand the Fire Department, there is the chief, and 
then there are district engineers, each of whom is equal in his position. 
I call those district engineers a certain number of second officers. That 
is the way I understand it, and it has always seemed to me that the chief 
and his second oflicers should have some ready means of communication 
each with the other, and should not be up on ladders or roofs. I may 
be in error in that. 

Commissioner Murruy. — I think you are in error, Mr. Atkinson. 

A. Taminerror? Very well. 

Q. (By the CHArRMAN.) Now, Mr. Atkinson, one suggestion you 
made there rather bothered me a little. Supposing even your state- 
ment is correct, that Mr. Egan was the second officer in command, if 
his superior officer — who was the chief or assistant chief in char ge at 
that fire, directed him to go to the roof of the Brown-Durrell building 
and see that the roof fire-hydrants were properly worked, what would 
you say P 

rt He certainly would go, ane the chief would have the responsi- 
bility. 


MANAGEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 665 


Q. Then, if that was the fact, you think it was good judgment on his 
part to have gone there ? 

A. Certainly ; I would withdraw any criticism. 

Q. That was the testimony given both by the chief and by District 
Chief Egan. 

A. Oh, then, I will withdraw. 

Q. I didn’t know but you had some information other than we had; 
but we had the testimony of the two gentlemen themselves. 

A. Well, knowing that, I should say he did quite right. That shows 
that he was acting under directions. 

Q. (By Mr. DamMreELL.) Mr. Atkinson, I would like to ask you a 
question in reference to the Jordan, Marsh building; that is one of the 
buildings you have referred to, I suppose ? 

A. The Kingston-street building ? yes, sir. 

Q. Are you aware that a permit was refused for that building ? 

A. I didn’t know it; I am very glad to know it. 

Q. Well, are you aware that it was only by almost a mandamus 
issued by the mayor that the permit was granted ? 

A. I don’t know. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Who was the mayor at that time ? 

Mr. DAMRELL. — Mayor Green. The department felt compelled to 
condemn the cast-iron girders that you spoke of, and would only allow 
them to be used when they had been tested at a factor of safety of 
eight, out of Mr. Smith’s foundry, and then were only allowed to be put 
into that building on condition that they would be entirely enclosed in 
brick work. Did you know that? 

A. No, sir; I only took the building as I saw it going up. I sent En- 
gineer Philbrick, on my own part, to compute the strains, and I con- 
demned it utterly. 

Q. And, secondly, are you aware that the ground taken by the depart- 
ment at that time, that it was an unsafe building, set forth the fact that 
it covered nearly 24,000 feet of area, of floor-space on each floor, and 
they refused to grant the permit because it was of so large an area, and 
demanded two cross walls for that building ? 

A. I was not aware of that fact. 

Q. That is the fact, that Messrs. Jordan & Long appeared before the 
department with their architect, Mr. Thayer, and said the building was 
within the law. 1 simply ask Mr. Atkinson if he knows that fact. 

A. Well, I went to the head, of course — the head of the city. When 
I failed there, I stopped until I was threatened with suit. 1 always go 
to headquarters ; I never go anywhere else. If there is a fault in a fac- 
tory, I go to the owner or to the treasurer. 

@. That is a fact, Mr. Atkinson. 

A. Iam very glad to know it, Mr. Damrell. 

. Also the fact that it was stated at the time to Messrs. Jordan and 
Company that it might be the means of not only destroying that build- 
ing, but the entire city. 

A. Now, take the building opposite. The building act at that time 
required an iron roof, and Mr. Ames’ building on the opposite side was 
surmounted by a great big iron roof. Now, the heat from the Jordan 
building expanded that iron roof, and threw the building down before 
the fire got into it, and killed two or three men. 

Q. That is true. 

A. That is why I said the old building act provided causes of danger 
instead of causes of safety; because there was that wrought-iron roof 
of that large structure liable to expansion from heat which would throw 
the building down. 

Q. If it had been cast-iron there would not be so much danger from 
heat ? 
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A. Certainly not; but cast-iron is not now used in such a manner in 
roof construction. 

Q. What strain will cast-iron stand, subjected, say, at a heat of 700° 
or 800°? 

A. I don’t know. There was cast-iron melted in the heat of the Lynn 
fire at 2728°. I know that, because I have some of the steam-pipe 
covering which we made and which was really invented under our in- 
vestigations, that stood the heat that melted cast-iron and protected the 
steam-pipe. 

Q. Do you know, Mr. Atkinson, of your own knowledge, of any 
building that has been constructed under the law where the law was not 
fully enforced as far as it was possible to enforce that law, in the con- 
struction ? . 

A. I don’t know of any. I am not criticising your department, Mr. 
Damrell. 

Q. No, I know you are not. 

A. What I did say before you came in is this: that there are buildings 
which we regard as extremely dangerous, built either under the old 
law or under the new, where there ought to be some attention paid to 
them, and there is either a lack in the building act and in the power of 
the building inspector, or there is a lack of administration in the fact 
that these buildings are not guarded better than they are. And I can 

take you to some of them and show them to you. 

Y. 1 would like to ask you, would you be willing to suggest what 
might be done to buildings that were constructed before the pr resent law 
had any application to them, such as our heavy dry-goods stores to-day ? 

A. Well, I suppose steps would be taken to improve them by the 
owners and occupants, when rightly informed. They are doing, most 
of them, all that they can. 

Q. Well, they are regarded up to mediocrity, and I suppose they un- 
derstand the condition ot their buildings ? 

A. I suppose most of them must. ‘They are now doing a great deal. 
Contracts are being made all over the city for sprinklers. 

@. Now, you spoke of roof-hydrants —in what respect does your 
hydrant differ from that which was introduced by Mr. Tobey in 1873, 
which he tried to get a patent for? 

A. He proposed to flood the roof. I merely propose roof-hydrants 
with very powerful streams for defence against the building next ad- 
joining or opposite. 

Q. That is, by standpipes and horizontal pipes running under the 
covings P 

A. By standpipes and horizontal pipes corresponding with what they 
had in the Parker House, with which they started the extinction of the 
fire in Tremont’Temple, and such as they have in White’s, Jordan’s, and 
Hovey’s, to a certain extent. 

@. Do you recollect the fact that Mr. Stone, so far back as 1869, 
introduced an order into the council for that very same purpose ? 

A. I didn’t know it, sir —that goes before me. Then the wonder is 
that it hasp’t been adopted before. 

Q. Also in 1873 an order was introduced by Mr. Dean, of South 
Boston, to the same effect. 

A. | was not aware of it, sir; the more it proves that the city has 
something yet to learn in regard to the right method of extinguishing 
fires, and that they have had a longer lesson in the primary elements 
than I thought they had and haven’t “learned it yet. 

Q. Now, “speakingfof the Dunne fire-escape on the school-houses, have 
you ever looked at the city documents to ascertain what was the posi- 
tion of the inspector of buildings in regard to the Dunne fire-escapes 
on school-houses ? 

A. Lhave not, sir; but Isaw a letter from yourself to Mayor Matthews, 
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in which you said, as [ remember it, that I hadn’t come to the right 
place, that I ought to have come to you; to which I replied to the mayor 
that your attention having been called to it I doubted not that the work 
would be done. It hasn’t been done yet. 

@. I think, if you will turn to the city documents, you will see that 
the Department for the Inspection of Buildings was entirely ignored at 
the time, and will find a communication which is there in regard to it. 

A. Yes, sir. I have cited the present disorganization of the whole 
service as an example of how not to do it, and the Dunne fire-escape as 
an extreme example of how it isn’t done under present conditions. The 
lives of the children are at hazard through the criminal negligence of 
somebody, somewhere. 

@. Speaking of fire-escapes, in one of your communications you 
spoke of Faneuil Hall, did you not? 

A. Yes, there is a case where I should suggest that it is due to 
the tenantry of Faneuil Hall for the city of its own motion to require 
automatic sprinklers throughout the market part and the basement. 
The greasy sawdust and the greasy rags there are among the most 
dangerous things that can be put into a building, and sawdust spittoons 
are known to cause a hazard where greasy rags are thrown into them. 
Now, sawdust is used there as a sweeping medium and is gathered 
up with grease, is put into barrels, and Faneuil Hall is liable to go 
off any night from the spontaneous ‘combustion of the materials which 
are used in the market. Whether there is law that requires it or not, it 
ought to be protected throughout that part with automatic sprinklers” 
that will hold a fire. ‘Then the fire-escapes that are there are worthless, 
absolutely. If there is any need of fire-escapes on Faneuil Hall, they 

ought to be good for something. You had better go down and see what 
sort of a chance you think there would be of turning the Dunne fire- 
escape out of its rusty sheath after having found the key for it some- 
where, and then having people get out upon it one at atime. Why, the 
English language isn’t “com petent to describe the stupidity of the par ties 
that put that on to Faneuil Hall with any expectation that it would be of 
use. I should exhaust all the swear words there are if I tried to desig- 
nate that case in fitting terms. 

@. (By the CHAIRMAN. ) You apply those same terms, Mr. Atkinson, 
to fire-escapes on the school-houses ? 

A. Yes, sir; I do. 

(. Applicable to both. 

A. Applicable to both. There are no words in the English dictionary 
capable of describing the ignorance and stupidity, or something else, of 
whoever put the Dunne fire-escapes on to school-houses with the idea 
that children would ever be saved by them. I have been in school- 
houses and asked for the key, and then when you get the key you have 
ae to go down to the bottom of the fire-escape and unlock it first, be- 

ore it can be used. Ihave tried to find the key and couldn’t get hold 
of it, in many instances; the key had never been used and never was to 
be found; and in cases where the key has been obtained, and the fire- 
escape has been unlocked, it was rusty and you couldn’t put it out; and 
when it is out it is almost impossible for any child or anyone, except an 
athlete, to go down on the ladder. Why, there is no expression for it. 

Q. (By Commissioner Murruy.) Mr. Chairman, I merely want to 
draw Mr. Atkinson’s attention towhat you practically drew his attention 
to; that is, District Chief Egan’s position at the fire. 

A. Oh, yes, what I said in regard to that is only what I judged from 
what I would infer in regard to “the matter, generally. 

Q. You understand that he was only one ‘ot eight district chiefs who 
were at the fire ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q@. And under the orders of Assistant Chief Regan he was sent to the 
roof of that building to take charge of the roof-hydrant ? 

A. Then he was entirely in place. I would remark, however, about 
those roof-hydrants, that they were not what I have in mind. They 
were extensions of the inside standpipes belonging to the building it- 
self; and the parapet wall between that building and the Ludlow 
building was very insufficient. I do not regard that inside standpipe 
service of any very great value to anybody, unless there is an inside 
fire organization to manage it. 

Q. Well, I suppose what Assistant Chief Regan feared — and it strikes 
me as a perfectly proper fear at the time — was that that was a critical 
point, that there was danger of the fire spreading there, and that there 
was some assistance and direction needed at that point, in connection 
with that roof-hydrant, and he ordered District Chief Egan there, think- 
ing it was worth trying. 

A. And with eight men; eight district chiefs there ? 

Oy Beersir 

A, Well, I would suggest that the reporters take that out. Inas- 
much as he was there in the performance of his duty, under orders, I 
give him all credit for it. The only thing I should say there, the only 
criticism I should make, would be if ithad been the district chief of that 
district and have not been sufficiently familiar with the building to 
escape. | 

0. District Chief Egan comes from East Boston. 

A. If he had been familiar with the building he would probably have 
known about the skylight, which would have rendered his escape easy. 

Q. No, he is stationed at East Boston, and, strange to say, when the 
fire alarm came in he happened to be at City Hall, and went straight to 
the fire from here. Now, there is just one other point that I would like 
to ask Mr. Atkinson about. Mr. Atkinson, you said something about 
our having engines of 300 gallons capacity. 

A. Three hundred and fifty to 400 gallons. 

Q. What do you figure that on— the way that the makers of the en- 
gines rate them ? 

A. I only know that by hearsay. I have asked some of the district 
chiefs what they can do with the engines they have at fires, and they 
have said that they were simply engines of 350 gallons capacity; and 
Chief Abbott, whom I happened to meet at Fort Hill yesterday, said 
they had one of 960 gallons, I think. 

Q. I only take up the time of the committee to show you that you 
have been misinformed in what has been said to you in that respect, 
because there are no engines possessing a capacity as low as 350 gal- 
lons; and I will say right here that we have 8 engines supposed to be 
of 1,000 gallons capacity; the next engines are of about 700 gallons 
capacity ; and the smallest engine we have is one in West Roxbury, and 
that is rated at between 400 and 500 gallons capacity. The great bulk 
of the engines, however, have a capacity of from 700 gallons up to 
1,000 gallons. That, of course, has occurred in the last three years — 
that is, the greater part. In view of those facts, I suppose you would 
consider that you had been misinformed ? 

Laer 8; 


Q. And for my personal information, Mr. Atkinson, could you tell — 


me anything about the amount of premiums in other cities of the 
country ? 

A. No. 

Q. That is, the amount of premiums received by insurance compa- 
nies ? 

A. I do not know. 

Q. That is, for example, in New York, Chicago, and Philadelphia? 

A. No; I have those figures all tabulated somewhere, but they are 
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out of my remembrance. That is out of my province, you know, I 
have nothing to do with it, and I don’t charge my mind with more 
figures than I am obliged to. 

Q. I know; but you have such a fund of general information that I 
thought you could give it to me. 

A. I never looked at it except in a broad and general way. ‘There is 
something to be said about this matter of losses being so tremendous. 
One of the most singularly interesting proofs of the enormous progress 
of this country since 1865 is to be found in the increase of the contracts 
of insurance against loss by fire which have been tabulated by Mr. C. C. 
Hine, of the ‘* Insurance Monitor.” I have been making up lately tables 
of that sort for Professor Shaler, for a volume of which he is editor. 
According to my judgment, the insurance against loss by fire from 1865 
to 1869 was about 50 per cent., and, according to my judgment now, 
the loss is probably 75 per cent., and I qualify the actual figures by 
those two factors — that I count the insurance of to-day at 75 per cent. 
of the destructible value, and of the earlier period at 50 per cent. On 
that basis, the combustible value, of property at risk has gone up from 
$3,200,000,000 to $2,600,000,000,000 — an advance of 590 per cent., and 
the reason why the losses by fire are so tremendous is that there is such 
a tremendous amount of additional property at risk. The comparison 
of loss by fire year by year would mislead. Now, as I have had occa- 
to say before, figures will never lie unless liars make figures, but the 
man whe makes the figures has got to have some judgment in applying 
them. Now, there is one evidence of the progress of this country — that 
the actual combustible capital in the country has increased since 1865 


090 per cent. 
Q. Now, can you give us the actual increase in losses during the 


same time? 
A. No, but that wouidn’t be difficult to find. I think Hine has it. 
Q@. I think you said something about the losses being $140,000,000, 


did you not? 
A. They are running this year, as Jam informed, at the average of 


$150,000,000. 

Q. Ten years ago, I think, I have seen statistics which showed the loss 
at that time — statistics that you had something to do with, if my mem- 
ory serves me right — about $100,000,000 a year? 

A. Yes, sir; when I made up my first publication on roof-hydrants — 
or rather the second, of which I have a copy to leave with you — the 
losses the previous year had been $90,000,000. That was in 1883. 

Q. Now, what 1 am getting at is this: From what you have just 
stated, do you consider this increase of a loss of $100,000,000 to a loss 
of $140,000,000 a proportionate increase compared with the enormous 
increase of the combustible property during that time ? 

A. I don’t think the proportionate loss by fire is increasing very 
rapidly. It doesn’t diminish as it ought to. 

Q. Exactly; but it doesn’t increase in any such enormous proportions 
as the value of combustible property has increased. 

A. I doubt if it has increased any more. I don’t know —I have not 
followed that. 

Q@. I had an idea it hadn’t increased so much, and I wanted your in- 
formation on the subject. 

A. My idea is that it has kept up even and ought to have diminished. 
You see, in our practice it has diminished very greatly. 

Q. Now, that suggests another question to my mind. In your practice 
it has decreased, simply because you have charge, practically have 
charge of the construction of the buildings that you insure ? 

A. Not practically that we have charge. 

@. But your advice is taken? 

A. Ob, practically this, that nobody thinks of building a mill, that 
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knows anything about our methods, without coming to us and getting 
some of these primary suggestions. We keep in stock every kind of 
suggestion. 

@. And unless they follow those suggestions you will not insure them? 

A. Unless they follow those suggestions substantially we will not in- 
sure them at any price. 

Q@. Well, there is an advantage you have over the average city fire 
department ? 

A. Yes, sir. The advantages that all owners might have for them- 
selves as we have it in our factories. I don’t hold that the city fire de- 
partments are responsible for bad construction. ‘The owners, you un- 
derstand, are the ones responsible. 

@. Yes, sir; I only wanted to draw out the point that you had certain 
advantages which we didn’t have. 

A. Now, it goes without saying that if a certain set of men — begin- 
ning at the top with the late James B. Francis and following along 
through my other predecessors — are assigned to the special duty of 
studying the causes of fire, the courses of fires and the prevention of 
fires, they will find out more than the average citizen knows, making a 
science of it. All I have done for the last fifteen years has been to col- 
late all the previous information on the subject and extend it by a system 
of scientific investigations into a great number of subjects. We have 
reduced lubrication to a science ; I have had built for me the only machine 
in the world by which the coefficient of friction can be determined ac- 
curately ; we have determined the manufacture of Janterns; we have 
determined the right covering of steam-pipes, which has been a great 
cause of danger; we have determined the absolute conditions in which 
steam-pipes will set buildings on fire; we have determined the right con- 
ditions for wiring for the introduction of currents of electricity, wiring 
in every branch; we have determined all the conditions of spontaneous 
combustion ; and I have sent to-day to the Institute of Technology a new 
article that has come into japanning use for decoration of rooms which 
I assume to be so hazardous that I shall immediately inform the owners 
they had better not use it. Last week an article was sent to me—a 
so-called purple varnish that was proposed to be used in a place where 
it wasn’t absolutely necessary. I tricd it, and it was one of the most 
dangerous things that could ever be thought of. Now, observe, that 
unless this science is studied and the owners are kept informed, you have 
dangers infesting all these buildings, not only from the introduction 
of decorations that are utterly useless, but from other things that can 
be avoided. Take, for example, the great fire in Winthrop square, 
in Whitten, Burdett, & Young’s, where there was a damage of half a 
million dollars to goods mainly, and the building was not very much in- 
jured. Well, I went over there to examine the place, and when we had 
gone around pretty well and went all over the building, I finally landed 
on the ovens in which they heated their smoothing-irons, very carefully 
set on a thick, incombustible bed which rested on the ordinary floor. 
There was no possibility, absolutely no possibility, of the conduction of 
heat to the wood directly from the ovens, but I looked around and pres- 
ently I came to a big rat-hole, and I turned to the man who was with me 
and said, ‘‘ ave you had any trouble with rats ?” —** Why, yes,” said 
he, ‘* we are infested with rats. We paid $50 for a man to come here 
with a ferret last week and haven’t got rid of them yet.”— ‘* Well,” 
said I, ‘‘that is all very kind—you have provided a most excel- 
lent rats’ nursery in this nice warm place under this oven, in this floor, 
and they have stolen your waste with which you wipe sewing ma- 
chines off for food and to build their nests, and that is liable to 
spontaneous combustion. Now send for an axe-man and take up this 
floor and you will see if that is not so.” Well, he sent for a man 
and took up the floor and it was full of rats’ nests. Now, that 
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was a lesson we learned in the old-fashioned type of factory. The 
cotton factory was built with a piteh roof and the offices were shut off 
with sheathing, and the rats used to come into the mills and steal the 
waste saturated with the oils, —the parafline oil was not then in use, but 
oils liable to spontaneous combustion, — and they would go all along 
those hollow spaces and build their nests, and then the hot summer sun 
would come on and beat upon the roof, and presently we would lose the 
roof of the factory. Then now and again in many of the mills where 
they had the wood-work wiped down with rags and kept nice, there were 
horrible dangers from the mixture of beeswax, turpentine, linseed oil, 
etc., on rags, where they would be put away and presently the whole 
place would be afire. Only the other day I had a fire from spontaneous 
combustion from the waste can in a cotton mill at Laconia — Goddard 
Brothers. Now, I knew they were using mineral oils for lubrication, and 
there was no possibility of spontaneous combustion fromthem. So I sent 
immediately to know what there was in that waste can, and it appeared 
that they had a painter in on that day, and he had wiped the paint with 
some linseed-oil rags and had dropped them into the bottom of the waste 
ean, and they had ‘taken fire and set the waste can afire. We have had 
an unfinished mill take fire from a painter leaving overalls in the mill 
to go away for a short time. throwing them over the steam-pipe, and 
when he came back the overalls were burned and the floor was afire. 

Q. Do you know if it would be possible, Mr. Atkinson, to organize a 
special department, with suitable laws governing the same, whose duty 
it would be to inspect buildings, the interiors, exteriors, and everything 
else —a department such as is known, for example, as the bureau of 
combustion in New York, whose duty it would be to just obviate matters 
of that kind, such as you have alluded to? 

A. I think a thoroughly trained fire department with a detail of men 
chosen and empowered to act as inspectors of buildings could do 
an enormous deal in simply keeping owners informed of these little 
hazards. 

. I agree with you in your ideas on that subject, but don’t you 
think it could be better accomplished if there was a certain section 
of the Fire Department whose sole duty was particularly to do just 
what you have said ? 

A. Oh, that would have to be developed from experience. 

@. You see the point that I am trying to get at is here: it is so 
necessary to keep a certain number of men in your houses for fire 
service at any moment that it is a very dangerous thing to delegate too 
many of them to go around and do that business ? 

A. I will admit all that. Of course, it has all got to be developed by 
experience ; but I mean this, that I think the chief responsibility for 
executive business should rest with the chief of the Fire Department, 
with such arrangements for its being carried out as might be developed 
by experience. 

Well, Lagree with you as regards putting the responsibility on 
the head of the service; but work in this direction should be accom- 
plished, it seems to me, by a trained band whose duty it should be to 
attend to that and nothing else ? 

A. It might be. We have in our service three corps. We have first 
the executive officers of the different companies, who, without being 
scientific men, have to know a little of everything or have to be able to 
pick out the men who do know. Of course, the prime faculty in man is - 
the judgment of other men. That is what makes the leader. He may 
not know science and he may not know anything else, but if he isa 
judge of other men he will get his work done, and he is the effective 
man. ‘Then we have the special experts, trained engineers — hydraulic, 
pneumatic, electric, etc., etc., the special inspectors ; und then we have 
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the larger corps of what we call the ordinary inspectors, who are going 
month ‘by month to every mill to inspect its order and condition. 

Q@. Just one more question, Mr. Atkinson, and then I will not ask you 
any more. If it could be shown now, on this question of narrow 
streets, which is very often spoken about, — if it could be shown that in 
one city the streets are considerably narrower than in another, in your 
judgment does that or does it not make an extra-hazardous fire-risk in 
the city with the narrow streets ? 

Oh, of course, it makes a greater risk. 

To what per cent., would you say ? 

Oh, I cannot say. 

Cannot even give an offhanded opinion ? 

When it comes to one building in juxtaposition to another, we try 
to cet sixty feet whenever we can, and I will say to you that if it comes 
less than sixty feet we are accustomed to require that end of that build- 
ing to be protected by shutters and other safeguards, invariably. 

(Y. Now, perhaps | will put my question this way. Supposing—take 
for example New York and Philadelphia,— supposing New York streets 
could be shown to be on an average twenty feet narrower than the streets 
of Philadelphia, would that mean, in your judgment, an extra fire-risk 
in New York over Philadelphia, provided the buildings were about the 
same ? 

A. The wider streets would enable the Fire Department to be more 
capable of putting fires out. 

. To what extent ? 

A. I couldn’t tell you. 

@. You wouldn’t even want to give a rough estimate ? 

A. No, I wouldn’t want to venture on that. 

(By Mr. DAMRELL.) Wouldn’t that depend on the volume of fire 
they had? 

A. Why, of course. Since I saw the great Boston fire jump to wind- 
ward across the widest part of Franklin street, I have inferred that 
width isn’t of so great importance under those conditions. 

Q. Well, of course, the temperature has got to be raised across the 
street to the igniting point? 

A. I couldn’t say as to that, of my own knowledge. I asked Prof. 
William Rogers, to whom I always went for information about every- 
thing of that kind, where I did not know the reasons for certain things, 
why fire should jump One hundred feet to windward, from J. C. Howes’ 
store right over to Stanley and Wentworth’s, and he said, ‘‘ Your intense 
heat rising creates a partial vacuum and your fire jumps across that 
vacuum to windward.” Those are conditions not corresponding to the 
ordinary conditions. 

Q%. (By Commissioner Murpuy.) Of course, I was merely asking 
you about the ordinary conditions. 

A. Under ordinary conditions a narrow street is more dangerous 
than a wide street, and therefore the more reason for having this service 
Sie on top. 

(By Mr. DAMRELL.) Now, then, if the space between floors is ten 
tel in height, or twelve feet if you please, and there is an area of 
20,000 feet on a floor, and it is filled with combustible material well on 
fire, — we will take, for instance, a mill construction floor and ceiling 
overhead, with the air rushing in underneath to supply the flame, 
hasn’t that flame got to make its way into the street ? 

A. That depends on what the safeguards are for handling the fire 
when it starts. 

@. Yes, but it has started now, I assume. 

A. The conditions I anticipated before you came in were that the 
apparatus for putting out the fire has a vastly better chance than any- 
thing else. 
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Q. Is there any way that that fire then could be put out other than by 
reducing the temperature ? 

A. Well, that is the way all fires are extinguished, I believe. I will 
state a rather curious thing in connection with this, if you will allow me. 
I am well satisfied that there are certain conditions in which mills, and 
I presume other buildings, become gas retorts. Taking it for the last 
twelve years we have had four examples of extremely virulent fires 
arising with the utmost rapidity, accompanied by explosions. In two of 
those fires we can directly trace the main loss to the explosion of explo- 
Sive gases in other buildings. For instance, in the Plymouth Cordage 
Company the picker-room was on fire, and on the hemp that was used 
there was used a compound of whale oil in large quantities. Now, the 
moderate fire there generated such a quantity of gas from the stock and 
from the oil tank that it went across a br idge forty feet long, pervaded 
the mill four stories high, which then suddenly took fire and went down 
in twenty minutes. And what you may call the joke upon us was that 
the piping for the automatic sprinklers was al] up, the water was on the 
valves, the sprinkler heads were laid around on the floor to be screwed 
up the next morning, which would have stopped it. The next trouble 
was from what they call producer gas getting into the roof of a great 
steel works, where the only wood was boarding on inch trusses, and that 
went off so suddenly that it brought the whole roof down, and we had a 
most unexpected damage from the injury to non-combustible material. 
Now, those are two specific cases of absolutely gaseous damage. We had 
two other fires in cotton factories, proceeding slowly at first and then fol- 
lowed by a terrible explosion, and everything going at once. On ex- 
amination the result showed that they must have been gaseous explosions, 
because of the collapse of the walls, all falling inward, and the machin- 
ery all being dropped in its own alienment, and there was no shattering 
of the floor and no sign of any disrt uption. ‘There are cases where the 
oil on the bearings and the cotton itself burning slowly for a short time 
generates so much gas, just as you can generate it with a lamp-lighter, 
that you get an explosive condition of the atmosphere all over the Duild- 
ing, or the mill, and I think what the firemen are apt to call hot-air ex- 
plosions are probably gaseous explosions, due from the generation of 
the om in the mills or in the buildings. 

aby Mr. DAMRELL.) I pra like to ask Mr. Atkinson one ques- 


oe 
placing of pares as to etal the conditions for settints fire in con- 
nection with steam-pipes are? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Would you be kind enough to state those conditions, so that the 
committee may understand them ? 

A. Well, contact with wood-work under 212 lbs. pressure set fire 
to the sill of a hotel in Woonsocket. It was put out and I had the burnt 
part of the sill cut out and the steam-pipe mounted, and I have got it 
down at the office. 

Q. Well, is that the result of chemical change ? 

A. Itis the result of a very slow carbonization, which finally brings 
the wood into the form of powder, a powdered charcoal, which is one of 
the most rapidly oxidizing things in existence. It is not what you may 
call ignition; it is the chemical action from the fine pulverization to 
which long carbonization brings the material. Now, that might be 
brought about by hot water. 

Q). “Or air? 

A. Orair. Now, I have in my office a part of a boiling kier such as 
was used in bleacheries years ago —a big old tub, made “ot heavy oak 
staves, inside of which nails were e driven, with heads exposed about half 
an inch on the inside, this serving as a bond to enable the cement lining 
to adhere on the inside of the kier. When that was displaced by new 


674 APPENDIX. 


iron kiers, under the new method, they took the tub to pieces, and it was 
found that the heat, passing by way of the nails into the oak, had turned 
the inner part of the staves into charcoal, — not a particle of sound wood 
left in that part of the staves. I have samples down at the office. 

Q@. Wouldn’t the same happen in the case of steam or gas pipes, or 
any pipe which was liable to rust and scale? Wouldn’t those scales fall 
and form something of that kind, and wouldn’t it change the wood ? 

A. Not in sufficient quantities, sir. I have never known anything of 
that kind — not in sufficient quantities. 

Q. (By Mr. O’Brien.) Supposing a building was standing alone, a 
brick building, with flooring and sheathing of pine, and that pine 
coated with shellac or a varnish, a turpentine varnish, should you 
think that building would be a safe building for use as a hospital ? 

A. If you wanted to cremate the inmates suddenly, I should. Other- 
wise, not. 

@. I merely asked the question, because I understood that certain 
conditions of that kind existed in a hospital in this vicinity. 

A. What is the use of this wood finish anywhere? They are not 
such damned fools in England. If you go into any English building 
you will not find any of this wooden finish in them, or any of these 
wooden dadoes that you will find here. Here is, for example, one of 
the worst fire-traps there is in Boston. 

@. (By Commissioner MurpHuy.) Are you posted on the Berlin con- 
struction ? 

A. No, sir; but I will tell you this: I wrote to the American Archi- 
tect a short while ago that if the young men who went abroad from this 
country to study architecture would examine into the question of stabil- 
ity of construction and bring home a few ideas in regard to building 
cheap and incombustible floors, studving causes leading to stability in 
building, instead of having their minds filled up with and bringing home 
these decorative effects, which do not belong here at all, being devel- 
oped under other conditions, they would have some common sense put 
into their methods in the construction of buildings. 

Q. Well, itis fair to suppose that Berlin is probably on a par with 
Paris and London in construction ? 

A. [have no doubt itis. The superiority of European buildings is 
not wholly due, however, to intelligence in construction ; it is partly due 
to the dearness of wood and to the plentiful supply of this cheap, cheesy 
stone they have. But they do build tloors in London — I have seen them of 
wooden stringers and then sheet-iron set edgewise across, and then fill in 
with what might be called, perhaps, a mixture of coal ashes and a little 
plaster, which makes a perfectly solid, fire-proof floor, at very little cost 
indeed. 

Q. It gives you the same effect as stone ? 

A. No, it gives an incombustible and very light material. 

(. Then it is better than stone ? . 

A Yes, sir, better than stone. A great many kinds of granite, for 
instance, are absolutely hazardous. In regard to the relation that a 
wooden post bears to a granite post in regard to danger from fire, I will 
tell you of a singular circumstance that occurred in a fire in a great 
picker building of the Nashua Company, a great big building right in 
the rear of the mill, rising from a fire which went down into the dust 
room, which occupied the basement and set the dust room on fire. Well, 
that building had not been intended for pickers and it had been orig- 
inally sustained on twelve-inch granite posts set pretty wide apart. When 
the pickers were placed there, in order to sustain the pickers they put in 
some ten-inch wooden posts between the granite posts. Now, when 
this fire occurred they tried to stop the pickers and then the fire would 
come up, so they kept the pickers going and kept the fire under a 
blast and met it with these powerful streams in the dust-room below, 
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and it took them four hours to put it out. The under side of the floor 
was burned one inch, the ten-inch wooden posts were burned one inch, 
and several of the granite posts were reduced to sand. Granite is 
full of water. JI went to Professor Rogers on that. I wanted to know 
why the granite buildings went down as they did in Boston. ‘‘ Why,” 
he said, ‘‘they are full of water, fossil water and when the heat 
strikes them it converts that hydroscopic water into steam, and con- 
verts the granite into sand, rounds it right off. 

Q. (By Commissioner FircH.) Doesn’t it make a dangerous fire to 
try to put out, where there is granite ina building? Isn’t the granite 
explosive? 

A. Of course it makes it dangerous. There is nothing equal to brick 
— that has been proved by the results in case of fires. 

Q. Wouldn’t you condemn granite as building material, without its 
being protected, because it contains so many crystalline globules ? 

bAt aY-O8, SIE; 

Q. The water in it being converted to steam at 212° Fahrenheit ? 

A. Yes, sir. That was one of the great hazards of the Brown- 
Durrell building on Kingston street. Those upright iron posts rested 
flush on a base of granite, and a fire occurring in the basement and 
going through the basement windows would have eaten off that sub- 
structure of granite in about fifteen minutes and then there was no sup- 
port to the iron posts. There were three causes for that building to 
tumble across the street, in the original structure. 


Statement by CHARLES U. Cortina. 


Q. (By the CHAIRMAN.) Your full name, sir? 
A. Charles U. Cotting. 
@. And you are engaged in business in Boston? 
A. Yes, sir. : 

Q. What business — real estate ? 

A. Personal and real estate. 

Q. From examining this petition which I have before me, I believe 
ou are one of the signers ? 

A. I signed a petition, but I don’t know what is before you? 

Q. Well, I see your name attached to this petition ? 

A. Yes, sir. I suppose I signed it. 

Q. Now, to be brief, not detaining you any length of time, I will ask 
you if you know where any improvement can be made in the efficiency 
of the Fire Department, or do you know where any faulty management 
is shown? 

A. No, sir; the reason why I signed that petition was that I was find- 
ing difficulty in regard to getting insurance on various buildings, and 
there seemed to be a feeling that there was some reason, that some one 
was at fault, why our fires were not differently managed. I don’t pre- 
tend to criticise the department, because I don’t feel competent to do 
so. But it appeared to me in a practical way that there was something 
the matter somewhere, having difficulty in getting insurance, and I had 
the impression that we had plenty of water, that we had an excellent 
department, but in some way or other the application of it was not as 
perfect as it should be. Therefore I signed a petition that it should be 
inquired into, to see first if there was any trouble — desiring if there 
was that it should be corrected, and if there was not any reason for the 
examination then all the officers in the various branches of the depart- 
ment would be justified in what they were doing, and the criticism which 
was made upon them would not be founded on facts. 

Q. You have no knowledge of your own as to any faulty manage- 
ment ? 

A. No, sir. 


y 
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Q. But your signing the petition was based simply on what the 
underwriters stated in regard to increased rates, your desire being to 
lower the rate of insurance? 

A. No, not to lower the rate, sir, but some offices have begun to 
withdraw. I have known of some offices going out of business, and the 
reason assigned was that the losses were so heavy here. Now, whether 
it was the bad construction of buildings, that question might be con- 
sidered; that is, there are two or three elements that would come in, 
especially the high construction. In view of our narrow streets the 
high construction of buildings seems to be very dangerous. I had no 
criticism to make in any direct way. It seemed to me that if we had 
all the good points there ought to be some reason why they were criti- 
cised, why they weren’t properly applied. 

Q. Have you any opinion to express as to overhead wires, whether 
they should remain up or be placed underground ? 

A. I think all the wires, if they can be placed underground, —I don’t 
know enough about electricity to know whether they can all be put 
underground and be effective, —should be so placed. I heard Mr. 
Atkinson say that the trolley wires would be more dangerous under- 
ground than overhead. Of course, if that danger existed I shouldn’t 
want them underground, but I think in every case where they can be 
put underground they should be. I think in connection with that the 
expense to the wire companies should be considered, because you take 
it in the outlying districts I don’t see how wires could be put under- 
ground to give the people the service they should have economically. 
The wire companies, of course, base the expense of the service to the 
people upon what it costs them to produce it. Now, if you make it 
very much more expensive for the wire companies to maintain their 
wires it has got to come back on the consumers. ‘Therefore I don’t 
think you can put it in the broad sense, that every wire should be put 
underground. 

Q. Well, it would be practicable to apply that in the business dis- 
trict ? 

A. Yes, I should think it would be. I don’t see why not; but then, 
as I say, I don’t pretend to know enough about electricity to give a 
clear opinion. But I say if they can be put underground, and worked 
so that the consumers can get the service at a fair price, I think it 
should be done. 

(. Have you ever had any cause to complain, Mr. Cotting, in relation 
to any fires that may have occurred in any of the property under your 
charge, of the faulty management of the department ? 

A. Oh, no, sir. I don’t consider myself competent to criticise. I 
was at the Parker House fire, and I thought the firemen there were very 
attentive, and attended to it well. But when I got there the fire had 
been got under control. 

@. (Commissioner MurPHy.) You said something about companies 
withdrawing from Boston. Did they withdraw because of the losses 
elsewhere, or the losses in Boston ? 

A. Well, I don’t think you can divide them. I only know that offices 
where I have been going for insurance have withdrawn. I cannot give 
you the names of the companies at the moment. 

Q. And it might have been because of their business methods else- 
where, just as well as in Boston ? 

A. Qh, yes, sir. 

Q. (By the CHartRMAN.) Mr. Cotting, you attend pretty nearly all 
the fires when in town ? 

A. When I can, yes, sir. 

Q. And from your own observations have you any criticism to make 
as to the way in which fires are handled, and in which the chief engi- 
neer of the department copes with them ? 
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A. Oh, I am not competent to pass judgment upon them, sir, or 
criticise them in any way. I have noticed that the firemen have shown 
great courage in going near what I should think were falling walls, 
walls liable to fall at any moment. I should like to mention, while I 
am here, as long as you have asked Mr. Atkinson the question, that I 
think the examination which the insurance companies give to a great 
many business risks and the suggestions which they make as to some 
large and some small matters have done a great deal for the protection 
of property, and that it shows great efficiency on their part; their speak- 
ing of pails and other things, little things of themselves, but important, 
and which, when they make suggestions to me in regard to them, I am 
very glad to adopt. I think in every case, nearly every case, where 
they have made suggestions I have agreed with them. But the great 
trouble is to keep the tenants alive to the importance of keeping any 
water in the pails. The owners place the pails there, but they don’t 
keep water in them. 

Q. Well, don’t you understand that it is the duty of the inspectors of 
the Board of Underwriters to see that water is kept in the pails ? 

A. No, sir; they call attention to the matter. What I mean to say 
is that I think the inspectors going around to these mercantile places — you 
wouldn’t want them to visit houses, as it wouldn’t probably be necessary— 
do a great deal of good, in giving notice and calling attention to small 
defects that very often lead to a fire. I know where they have brought 
before me a great many good suggestions, suggestions that I thought 
were good at the time. 

Q. And those suggestions have sometimes come from the district 
chiefs or officers of the Fire Department ? 

A. [think some have come from the Fire Department and quite 
often from the insurance inspectors— I don’t carry in mind each par- 
ticular case — and as I say, I am very glad to adopt them, and I think 
they have done a great deal of good. 


Adjourned at 12.59 P.M. to meet on Tuesday, April 4, at 2 P.M. 
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FIFTEENTH HEARING. 


Turspay, April 4, 1893. 


The hearing was resumed at 2 o’clock P.M., Chairman Lee 
presiding. 


Letter from Hon. OLIVER AMES. 


The Chairman read the following letter : 


94 Ames Bouivpine, Boston, April 3, 1893. 


Mr. Joun H. Ler, Chairman: 


Dear Sir: At request of insurance people I signed a petition to have the 
investigation of the Fire Department now in progress. 

[ did not sign it expecting that it would be proved inefficient, but because I 
felt that it would be vindicated. 

I have no knowledge of the recent fires, but I do know from my own per- 
sonal knowledge that it is worthy of praise and not of criticism. I refer to 
fire in my own house last year. If I could testify in regard to recent fires, I 
would gladly do so. 

Yours truly, 
OLIVER AMES. 


Statement by GEORGE C. STEARNS. 


(). (By the CuarrMan.) Your full name, sir? 

A. George C. Stearns. 

(). And your business ? 

A. Insurance. 

@. Where? 

A. Fire Insurance, the manager of the Niagara Insurance 
Company, of New York, and the Caledonia Insurance Com- 
pany, of Scotland, 4 Liberty Square, Boston. 

(). And you are a resident of Boston? 

A. Of Dedham. 

(. And, of course, signed a petition directed to his honor 
the mayor, on about the 24th of January ? 

A. I did, sir; yes, sir. 

(. Now, Mr. Stearns, can you offer to the committee any 
suggestions as to where the department might be improved in 
efficiency, or can you give or show any reasons or give any 
cause for a statement as to its faulty management — in your 
own way without any further questions ? 
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A. If you will allow me, I would like to make a little 
statement. 

@. Go right along, sir. 

A. This petition was brought before the members of the 
board at a time when there had been a serious fire, and the in- 
surance men were rather blank and the managers of companies 
were looking blanker, and notices from the companies to their 
managements indicated that we must do something to remedy 
defects that had existed. The question then came, What shall 
we do? The first thought that came, perhaps, toa great many, was 
that we should look into the state not only of the Fire Depart- 
ment, —I speak for myself, at any rate, — but we should look 
into questions beyond that. Just before that time the question 
of wires had come up, and the motion had been made and 
passed in the board that buildings should be examined and 
buildings that had wires in front of them should be rated 
higher on account of that fault existing. When this petition 
was signed by me, I did not sign it, nor do I believe that the 
majority of the underwriters signed it, as indicating that we 
desired to examine only the Fire Department. We wanted to 
go beyond that, and the motion and the statement that I made 
at the time was that that investigation should go farther than 
that, and it was so explained at the time to me, satisfactorily to 
me, that it would go beyond that point. Now, by that I mean 
that when we examined as underwriters into the causes that 
had existed, that had caused us such serious losses in the past, 
we should find out what those causes were. If the fault lay 
in any way with the Fire Department, then that should be 
remedied ; if the fault lay in any way with the construction of 
buildings, let us remedy that; if it lay in any way with the 
inspector of buildings, let us look into that. And so on 
through the whole list. I will not take up your time by going 
through the whole business in that respect. 

@. Or if it lay with the agents of the Board of Under- 
writers ? 

A. Well, I desire to-say right here that any man who goes 
into business and sells at less than cost, and fails, is to blame 
himself. I believe that the underwriters for a great many 
years have been selling their insurance policies at less than cost. 
Life insurance is based on experience ; it is about time that we 
began to base our business on experience ; and, finally, 1 believe 
in the underwriters being square and fair, standing up for their 
rights, voter or no voter, coming up here or any -where else and 
saying just what they believe. We have acted squarely, we 
have acted fairly, we have acted, as we believe, in the interest of 
the insured. We have always tried to give the insured a good 
contract, and always have, but now the experience for a great 
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many years shows us that we have been giving our policies in 
one district in Boston at a rate which has been a decided loss 
to us, and that is the question which is brought up now in this 
investigation. And I do not say or desire to say that the Fire 
Department is to blame for all this, but I do not know but that 
it may be most decidedly to blame. Ido not know but that 
one commissioner may be better than three commissioners. 
What we want is an investigation, what we ask for is an in- 
vestigation to take into consideration all of these facts, and 
whenever we get the facts and figures, no matter what they may 
be, then we as underwriters — we don’t come here for anybody 
else — we as underwriters will determine what we may do or 
what we may recommend. I don’t come here to-day to recom- 
mend anything or to find fault decidedly with anything. I 
merely say that there isa fault that exists. We are willing to 
come before any investigation committee, and I wish decidedly 
to say this, that I will not personally go before any investiga- 
ting committee which holds its meetings behind closed doors, 
which is not open to the criticism of the public, no matter 
whose it is. I desire to say that. I may not be in that posi- 
tion in accord with my fellows in the insurance business, but I 
desire to say that most emphatically, that I will not do that. 
I desire also to say that it is proven in Boston for twenty years 
that we have had a loss ratio of 90.9 per cent. in a certain 
district in Boston, and for five years past a loss ration of 135 
per cent., or something of that kind. Those facts stare us in 
the face. We have got to consult with our companies, and we 
have got to ask for legislation after the investigation, after the 
facts have been stated and settled and proven which will war- 
rant us in proceeding in any manner or any direction which will 
be of benefit to the companies we represent. ‘That is about all 
I have got to say now. I will be very glad to answer any 
question if I can. 

@. It was contemplated, then, that there be an increase of 
rates in that business district, Mr. Stearns ? 

A. Before the Hecht fire, and, in fact, I may say about on 
the day after the Hecht fire, it was considered that, owing to 
the statements from the companies, an increase of rate must be 
made for what we called the conflagration hazard. The sub- 
ject was discussed very thoroughly, and it was desired and 
it was considered proper at that time to make a flat rate for 
the conflagration hazard. There was to be a flat rate at first, 
and it was so understood by me, understood by every mem- 
ber of the board, and I believe at that time every member of 
the board was present —- that we were going to work to remedy 
that condition of things; that is, that we were to make a flat 
rate for the time being, and then make a rate which would be 
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an equitable rate to be applied to the buildings in the district. 
That was to be promulgated afterwards, and the owner was to 
have the benefit of the difference between the new rate and 
the rate which we charged flat in the beginning. 

(). Do you believe, Mr. Stearns, that if this committee in 
its conclusions, its findings, should recommend certain legisla- 
tion that.is not within the power of the government, the Board 
of Underwriters would take hold and remedy any evils that 
might have been shown to this committee to exist, and which 
would be a detriment. 

A. In answer to that I will simply say this, sir, that we 
shall regulate our business according to what we believe is 
right and proper, in order to make money for our companies. 
We shall levislate in that manner, by charging what we deem 
right and proper in the way of rates for insurance. 

@. Still, if any legislation might be recommended, and it 
would have a tendency to lower the rates for the benefit of your 
clients, I suppose you, as a manager of the companies you rep- 
resent, would gladly go before a committee of the legislature, 
or any other committee, to advocate it ? 

A. If I deemed, and my company deemed, that that rate 
would be adequate, perhaps we might. 

(). Well, would the taking of the overhead wires away, 
ordering them down and their being placed underground, be 
an advantage to your companies ? 

A. That is a subject which I started upon and was inter- 
ested in some time ago. I most decidedly believe and should 
advocate myself, and I believe my companies would, — in fact, 
I know they would advocate it, — a reduction in the rate, so far 
as they are concerned, if the removal of wires and the burial of 
them was carried out. There is no question about that what- 
ever, in my mind. 

(. Could you give the committee any idea, Mr. Stearns, of 
what the losses were in New York or Chicago, and the pre- 
miums ? 

A. No; I haven’t looked into it. I haven’t looked that 
matter up at all, and I am not prepared to state what they were 
exactly. 

@. You are familiar, I suppose, with what the losses were 
in Boston last year, 1892? 

A. Well, the losses, if I recollect, on the annual returns, 
were lower than they had been; I think, if I remember aright, 


something like between $780,000 and $800,000. 
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Statement by Francis H. STEVENS. 


Q. (By the CnHarrMan.) What is your full name? 

A. Francis H. Stevens, sir. 

(J. And your business ? 

A. Jam the manager of the North British, or resident sec- 
retary, at 48 Kalby street, Boston, for eastern Massachusetts 
only. 

(). And your residence is Boston, Mr. Stevens ? 

A. Iam not living in Boston — I live in Wellesley. 

Q. Now, Mr. Stevens, of course you are familiar with what 
the committee is trying to get at, and you signed the petition 
asking for an investigation of the causes of the recent fires ? 

PA SY es fasir. 

(). Now, if you have any suggestions to offer as to where 
the department might be assisted in any way, its efficiency pro- 
moted, or any suggestions to make as to its faulty manage- 
ment, or as to the department in general, you may do so in 
your own way. 

A. Well, in common with the other underwriters who signed 
that petition, Mr. Chairman, I understood and think now that 
I signed the petition for investigation and not for criticism. I 
calculated that any committee who investigated the fires would 
find out, as Mr. Stearns has said, where the fault lay — not 
necessarily entirely in the Fire Department, but any other causes. 
I remember particularly in the Board of Underwriters we talked 
about the electric hazard. I feel myself personally that we are 
running a great risk in that particular, and that a great many 
fires are due to what we call the electrical hazard — that is, I 
mean the lighting wires. And also I am free to say that I 
consider that the presence of overhead wires does interfere with 
the proper work of the firemen in the early stages of a fire, 
which we all know are the vital ones. I say that particularly 
of the Hecht fire, and I believe in every street where the wires 
are in front of the building that they do impede very seriously 
the work of the Fire Department. It seems to me that it must 
be so. Now, practically, I have, of course, no criticism or no 
suggestions to make as to the management of the Fire Depart- 
ment. I don’t propose to do that, nor don’t feel competent to 
do it. I think that the Fire Department — certainly our men 
in the Fire Department —do all that they can do, and do it 
well. But as to the management I am not competent to judge 
—that is, I am not competent to suggest the remedy, if there is 
any fault. | 

@. You are not familiar with therules of the department in 
any way? 

A. No, sir; I am not. 
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@. Nor with the administrative work, how it is conducted ? 

A. No, not in the detail at all; no, sir. 

(). Have you ever had any cause, Mr. Stevens, as an un- 
derwriter of Boston, to make any complaint against any indi- 
vidual in the department, or against the department collec- 
tively ? 

A. No, sir; never. 

@. And you are familiar with what the losses were in New 
York last year? 

A. I haven’t been very much posted on New York of late 
years — no, sir; I couldn’t tell you what they were last year. 

@. Or Chicago? 

A. No; I have heard more about it since this investigation 
commenced than I ever had occasion to see. You understand 
that I have nothing to do with the business of the company in 
those places, and I am only responsible for my own territory, 
and I confine my observations mainly to that. 

(). Do you know what the fire losses were in Boston in 
$5916 

A. I don’t think I could say. I think in the vicinity of 
a million dollars ; perhaps about a million dollars. 

(). And the premiums have averaged about what during the 
past three years ? 

A. Well, I couldn’t tell you. I imagine we get — let’s 
see, last year it was over two million dollars, was it not? — 
yes, I think so. J can give you the exact figures if you want 
to get them, but I don’t carry them in my head. I haven't a 
head for figures like our friend who was here Saturday ; he is 
the statistician of the fraternity, I believe. 

(). So termed? 

A. Yes. 

(). Have you, Mr. Stevens, —I will ask you a direct ques- 
tion now: Have you ever at any time heard the ability of the 
chief engineer of the Fire Department questioned among the 
underwriters, his ability to cope with fires ? 

A. Oh, I think I may have heard it criticised, heard it 
criticised sometimes in some fires, and I think very possibly that 
I have. 

@. It would be very natural if they had a line on a build- 
ing that was burned ? 

A. Yes, sir; they naturally feel a little sore after a total loss 
— don’t mind the partial ones. 


Statement by JAMES BruERTON. 


Q. (By the CHarrman.) Your full name, sir? 
A. James Bruerton. 
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(). And your business? 

A. Insurance; 24 Exchange place. 

(. You represent any Massachusetts companies ? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. All foreign? 

ot 


The German-American Insurance Compapvy, of New 


oe And you are a resident of Boston? 

A. Malden. 

Now, Mr. Bruerton, I will first ask you if you believe 
that che Wire Department of Malden would be able to cope 
with the fires which we have in Boston? 

A. I think they are a great assistance. 

(). Well, I mean to ask you if your department in Malden 
. would as a department — take it now as it is, and station it 
here in any one district in Boston— be able to cope with the 
fires which we have? . 

A. I don’t think they would up to this time, but they have 
recently appointed three commissioners, and now they may be 
able to do better. 

(J. And you believe in three commissioners ? 

A. Not in Malden; no, sir. 

(J. But you do believe that three commissioners might do 
well in Boston? 

A. I think they have done very well. 

. Well, now, Mr. Bruerton, you, of course, as one of the 
iinderwriters —/and I suppose you would not have been sum- 
~moned had you not — signed a petition ? 

AY es, air: 

(). Directed to his honor, the mayor? 

beac G8, Sari 

(J. Which stated that the “fire underwriters of Boston re- 
spectfully represent that in their opinion the administration of 
the Fire Department of this city needs to be greatly improved 
in order to cheek the needless destruction of property due to its 
present inability to promptly and effectually extinguish fires 
that occur within our municipal limits.” 

A. Was that in the petition that I signed? 

(). I don’t know; I will send it down to you and let you 
look at it. Perhaps it may have been added since you signed 
it. This is only a copy, you know, and it may have been 
added to the original. 

A. It may have been a mistake in print. 

(). I think that the proof was read after it was copied. 

A. Well, it says ‘‘ the fear of the inability of our Fire 
Department to prevent serious fires is already having its effect 
upon the fire insurance companies.” It doesn’t say who has 
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that fear. I signed that petition, if you will allow me to 
say — 

(). In your own way, sir. 

A. In view of the recent very severe fires from which 
Boston had suffered, it seemed to me natural that some in- 
quiries should be made, and it seemed fitting and proper that 
an inquiry should be made to ascertain, if possible, whether 
there was any defect in the Fire Department, or whether it was 
simply fate invited by our manner of building. In that. peti- 
tion I don’t think there was any direct criticism of anybody or 
anything. In signing that petition I only stood in the position 
of a seeker for information. 

(). Do you believe, Mr. Bruerton, that you have received 
any since the investigation was started, from any quarter? 

A. I haven't received any; no, sir. They haven’t begun to 
publish it, I think. 

(). I suppose you agree with the other gentlemen as to the 
rates in the business district — that it was contemplated to in- 
crease them prior to the Hecht fire ? 

A. I think about that time: yes, sir. 

@. Have you got any suggestions that you would desire to 
make as to anything that would in any way improve the eff- 
ciency of the department? 

A. None whatever; no, sir. 

(). As to apparatus? 

A. Only that I think an additional boat, another fireboat, 
would be a great improvement, considering the extended water- 
front that Boston now has. That is, the water-front being 
covered so with sheds. 

(@. What would you say, Mr. Bruerton, as to the overhead 
wires — should they remain ? 

A. I should like to see them underground very much. 

(). Do you know the chief of the Boston Fire Department? 

A. Yes, sir. 

(). What is your opinion, personally, of him, as to his 
ability to cope with fires ? 

A. Oh, I shouldn’t want to express an opinion. 

Neither for or against ? 

Neither for or against. 

Have you ever had any cause to complain ? 
No, sir. 

Have you ever heard any complaints ? 
Yes, sir. 

In what line — as to his ability ? 

I think so; yes, sir. 

That it was good? 


What did you say ? 
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@. Good. 

A. Well, I suppose complaints as to his ability would not 
really come in the nature of “ good,” would they? 

Q. Might possibly. 

A. Asarule, in complaining of a man I had thought it was 
in the nature of criticism. ’ 

(@. Well, some people around here are complained of for 
being too good, you know. 

A. Well, that might apply, perhaps, to the board of 
aldermen. 

(. It would not apply to the underwriters ? 

A. Might, perhaps, to the board of aldermen — not to the 
underwriters or the Fire Department; wouldn’t to the under- 
writers, certainly. 

(@. Wouldn’t to the underwriters ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Nor to their clients? 

As NOs sir. 

@. I suppose you make that applicable then on adjust- 
ments — where it wouldn’t apply to the underwriters. 

A. Well, if they are good anywhere, it is on adjustments. 

@. That is where it would lie? 

Ae Yrs) seir 

@. Well, can you tell the committee, Mr. Bruerton, if you 
know how many fires have extended to other buildings than 
the one in which they have originated during the past year, 
during the year 1892? 

A. I couldn’t answer. 

@. Can you tell us how many fires there were in Boston 
that the loss was $100 or less ? 

A. No, I couldn't. 

@. Could you tell us how many fires there were in Boston 
where the loss was $10,000 or more? 

A. I couldn’t without getting either the Protective or Fire 
Department book and reading it to you. I don’t carry those 
figures or statistics in my head at all. 

@. You have read the fire marshal’s report ? 

A. I read it very hurriedly, at the time it was published ; 
yes, sir. Afterwards I read a letter in which it seemed as 
though he took it all back. 

@. You then have read some of the doings of this com- 
mittee ? 

A. Some of the doings of this committee. 

(. And also some of the fire marshal’s reports ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Do you know what the salvage is going to be on the 


Hecht fire? 
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A. I donot. I know that the salvage, as far as our com- 
pany is concerned, isn’t going to amount to anything on the 
building — the stock I wasn’t interested in. 

(). Have any of your companies instructed you to cease 
writing policies ? 

<A No, sir. 

(). Not in Boston? 

fe NG, sir. 

(@. Have you ever had occasion to complain to the de- 
partment or of the departinent, by reason of any complaints 
made from any of your clients or places where you had lines, 
of the bursting of hose? | 

Ema. airs 

@. Now, Mr. Bruerton, what would you say if an ordinance 
was framed, if it could be, or legislation applied for, that would 
place in the charge of the Department for the Trispaction of 
Wires the inspection in the interior of buildings of the wiring 
for electric lighting or motive power ? 

A. Well, anything that would improve the present inspec- 
tion in any way I should think very favorably of. 

@. Well, would that add any thing 1 in the way of improve- 
ment? 

A. I don’t know ; I couldn’t say. 

(). You are not, Mr. Bruerton, well versed enough in elec- 
tricity to pass an opinion? 

A. That is it; yes, sir. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Bruerton, do you know what the losses 
were in Boston in 1891? 

A. Only that [ imagine they were in the neighborhood of a 
million dollars. I couldn’t tell accurately. 

@. And the premiums about — 

A. Two million dollars, I should say. 

(). Wasn’t it nearer three million dollars ? 

A. That is simply a guess; I haven’t it in my head. 

(). Well, it would have been nearer three, would it not? 

I shouldn’t suppose it would be. 

(J. And have you any. idea what the fire losses in Boston 
have been during the years 1890, 1891, and 1892? 

A. No, I have not. 

Q). Nor yet have you any knowledge of what the total 
amount of the premiums for three years would be in the ag- 
eregate ? 

A. No, sir. 

(). Is the placing of risks in Boston, Mr. Bruerton, similar 
to the way they are placed in other cities ? 

A. I don’t know, not having any experience in any other 
cities. 
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(). Have you ever been in the army? 

Ra BS. eeIn: 

@. Do you believe you heard the statement made by a 
gentleman — that an army officer might make a good chief en- 
gineer, or a fire commissioner, rather ? 

A. I think I did hear about that — it was stated by Mr. 
Boit? 

@. Well, I don’t know whether it was Mr. Boit or Mr. 
Phineas Pierce. 

A. I think I did. 

@. Do you know of any place where there has been an army 
officer who has taken a place at the head of a fire department, 
where he was a success ? 

A. I don’t know that I know of a case where an army 
officer was ever placed'at the head of a fire department. There 
may have been many, but I don’t know of a case. 

@. Do you think it would increase the efficiency of the de- 
partment if there was one? 

A. I don’t think necessarily his being an army man would 
increase the efficiency, although I think some army men would 
make very competent — 

@. Chief officers, or commissioners ? 

A. Chiefs; yes, sir, or fire commissioners. 

@. And was it, Mr. Bruerton, at a meeting of the Board of 
Underwriters that you heard the criticism made upon the chief 
of the Boston Fire Department? 

A. No, sir. 

@. At your office? 

A. I won’t say whether it was at the office or on the street, 
but after fires it is very natural for folks to criticise the work- 
ings of the department — perhaps properly at some times, im- 
properly at others. It depends on how bad they are hit — 
sometimes on how bad they are hit. A man is more apt to 
growl when he is badly hit, feels more like growling under 
those circumstances. 

Q. If it is a bad fire and he has got a large loss? 

A. Yes, sir; he feels very uncomfortable. 

Q. Fearing the criticisms that he may get from the stock- 
holders of his company, or the president ? 

A. Well, most of them would be from the managers. 

@. Do you know of any criticism, Mr. Bruerton, you could 
make personally as against the chief ? 

A. No, sir. 

(. Is there not at present that feeling among the under- 
writers, that the Boston Fire Department have been doing ad- 
mirable work ? 
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(). Well, these past three months. 

A. Well, I don’t know as I can say what their feeling is, 
sir. 

(). Have you heard any expressions of feeling among the 
underwriters ? 

A. Oh, I have heard expressions both ways. After the 
Ames-building fire I heard it expressed that they did very 
nicely. At the Hecht-building fire there seemed to be a feel- 
ing that they did not. 

(@. How about the Tremont Temple? 

A. Tremont Temple I think they were pretty well satisfied 
with. 

(). The underwriters ? 

Biter Os cit, 

Well, now, Mr. Bruerton, where was the cause of com- 
plaint at the Hecht-building foe 

A. Well, I think perhaps you know as much about that as 
Ido. I wasn’t present at the fire. 

(). I am trying to find out, Mr. Bruerton. 

A. But from reading the testimony that has been given to 
you here, I should think that many opinions have been ex- 
pressed. Some thought it was on account of the size of the 
fire that it couldn’t have been stopped sooner; others thought 
there was some defect in fighting it on Summer street. I don’t 
pretend to know anything about it. I wasn’t present. 

(). Wasn’t present? 

A. No, sir. 

(). You wouldn’t want to express any opinion, then, of how 
the fire was handled ? 

A. I should hardly want to, under those circumstances. 

(. Not from hearsay ? 

A. Not at all. 

@. Then you wouldn’t want to write out an opinion, as the 
fire marshal did ? 

A. I certainly shouldn’t write out an opinion, unless I knew 
something about it. 

Well, would you on hearsay evidence ? 

That would hardly go. 

With you? 

Not to write an opinion on; no, sir. 

Had you any line, Mr. Bruerton, on the Ames building ? 
No, sir. 

You had none Pens you did have some on the Hecht 
building? 

ae Only on the building itself. 
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@. Only on the building itself ? 

A. Yes, sir; not onthe stock. We didn’t write the Ames 
building at all. 

@. Well, did you consider that the Hecht building was a 
fairly good risk ? 

A. “Pretty large one of its kind, but fairly g good. 

@. Fairly sod, you mean, on premiums paid ? 

A. Well, no, I think the rate was a little low considering 
the size of the building. 

(). And the character of its construction ? 

A. I can answer that question by telling you that on ac- 
count of the size of the building we didn’t write but $2,500. 
That indicates how the company felt about the building. 

(). And what would be the limit if it had been classed as 
Az, 

A. Oh, from $5,000 to $10,000. 

You would have taken a line of $10,000 if you had con- 
sidered it an A No. 1 risk? 

A. Yes, sir. 

(). Or is that the way you term it in the parlance of the in- 
surance people ? 

A. Well, that expresses it — A No. 1 risk. 

(). I suppose you would say standard, if it was Al? 

A. Well, standard, A No. 1, or first class; we all get the 
idea from that. 

No rule laid down? 

No; no regular rule about it. 

You are a member of the Board of Underwriters ? 

Yes, sir. 

There are rules governing that Board of Underwriters ? 
There are rules; yes, sir. 

By-laws? 

Yes, sir. 

I suppose the underwriters attend the meetings usually ? 
A very good attendance at all the meetings; yes, sir. 
Have you ever heard it expressed or stated in regard to 
the ‘Amescbuilding fire that the janitor of that building was 
manufacturing a ibe icating oil and had some of it stored there? 
Mr. Bruerton ? 

A. No, sir. 

(). You never heard that? 

A. No, not until that fact was mentioned here to-day by a 
gentleman I was talking with. He understood it was so, but 
that is the only infor mation of the kind I ever had. 

(. Is it customary, or is it according to any rule laid down 
by the underwriters, in taking a building like the Hecht build- 
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ing, where there is so much merchandise stored, that they 
should have a watchman ? 

A. No, sir. 

(). No rule to that effect ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. I ask you that, because that question has been raised. 

A. Yes, sir; it is not insisted upon. 

@. What is your opinion, Mr. Bruerton, about the Fire De- 
partment in the aggregate, as a whole? 

A. Very fair, sir. 

(). Do you know how it will compare with any other cities 
in the country ? 

A. No, I do not. 

@. Never travelled ? 

A. Never have travelled much ; no, sir. 

(). Have you ever had any occasion to make any complaint 
against any district chief or against the chief engineer of the 
department ? 

A. No, sir. 

(). And the Hecht-building fire was the only fire that you 
heard any criticism made upon the chief of the Fire Depart- 
ment ? 

A. I don’t know that that was a criticism directly upon the 
chief. 

(. Not upon the chief? 

tae ING 

@. But that, I suppose, was made applicable to the depart- 
ment ? 

Yes, sir. 

As to handling it? 

es. sir: 

Not to the individual ? 

Not to that individual; no, sir. 

(By Commissioner Fircn.) Mr. Bruerton, is Mr. Pat- 
terson an officer in your company ? 

A. Yes, sir, vice-president —one of the vice-presidents. 

(). Was he here about the time of the Hecht fire ? 

A. He came on just after the Hecht fire. When he reads 
or hears of a big fire in New York he generally packs his bag 
and comes over for curiosity. 

(). Did he have any criticisms to make of the department ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. He looked the results over pretty thoroughly, I suppose ? 

A. Well, I think we were so little interested in that Hecht 
fire, had but a small line there, that he offered no criticisms. 


Sopa 


te A APPENDIX. 


Statement by Capt. JOHN S. KENNEY. 


@. (By the Cuarrman.) Your full name, sir? 

AA. John 8. Kenney. 

(). Now, you are a member of the Fire Department ? 

A. Yes, sir; I am captain of Engine 8. 

How long have you been a member of the Boston Fire 

Depar tment ? 

A. Since October 17, 1882. 

(J. And where have you been stationed since you have been 
captain ? 

A. On Truck 8, Fort Hill square —or since I have been 
captain ? 
Yes, sir. 
Engine 8, Salem street. 
Do you have any singing down there, captain ? 
Yes, sir. 


What ? 
We have singing, yes, sir; I sing myself sometimes. 
You sing? 


Yes, The sometimes. 

Well, have you got a piano there? 

Yes, sir. 

Any other instruments ? 

. Yes, sir; we had a cornet, but it is bursted now. We 
had it; we broke it up. 

Ul: Anything else? 

A. No, sir; that is all in the house, except a jewsharp. 

(). Have you ever had any citizens down there complain of 
any singing that occurred in your house? 

A. No, sir ; not to my knowledge. 

(). What is the rule in your house in singing, as to the time 
when it shall cease in the evening ? 

A. 10 o’clock, providing only: the men oplesat that are sleep- 
ing. 

Q. Then what is the rule? 

A. Then they stop right off. If anybody objects in the 
house — if one man is asleep in the bed and objects, then they 
stop. But they don’t generally object, because all hands are 
up singing when they sing. 

(). Have you ever had occasion since you have been cap- 
tain of that company, stationed there, to call the attention of 
the men to their boisterous singing ? 

A. Not that I am aware of. 

@. Well, I ask you, have you ever had occasion to call the 
attention of the men to the fact that they were singing in a 
boisterous manner ? 


hOhOROLOLOLO 


- 
— 


a 
. 


ManaGement or Firre DepartTMeENt. 693 


ERO GIT. 
. Would you allow boisterous singing in the house? 
. What am I to understand that you mean by boisterous 
ing? — any singing aloud, so that any person could hear 
ts as suppose would be considered boisterous ? 

@. Well, you know what I mean — that which would at- 
tract attention or disturb anybody ¢ 

A. No, sir; I never have. 

@. And you never have had any complaint made by any 
citizens in the neighborhood there ? 

A. No, sir; not as against singing. 

(). Loud singing? 

A, No, sir; not to my knowledge; never happened to my 
knowledge. 

@. Would you, as captain of the company, allow it, if you 


thought it was disturbing anybody ? 


A. No, sir. 

What is the rule as to bringing liquor into the house? 
Don’t allow it at all. 

Don’t allow it at all? 

No, sir. 

. That is one of the rules? 

. Yes, sir; it is a rule of the department. 

Have you ever had occasion to report any of your men 
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before the commissioners for bringing liquor into the house? 

A. No, sir; not for bringing liquor into the house. 

(). How long were you at Fort Hill square? 

A. Eight years and a little over. 

(J. In the ladder-house there ? 

ADAY es, sir: 

(). What was the custom, captain, down there, about sing- 
ing? , 

A. I don’t know anything about it since [ left it; I am not 


there now. 

. Well, during the time you were there, during the eight 
years you were there al inquiry now as to what 
is the custom in the houses as to singing, if it is of such a char- 
acter that it would disturb anybody, or annoy a passer-by, or 
so that he might think the singing was of such a character that 
the men had Bear drinking, carousing in a boisterous manner. 

A. I don’t think there is any such | singing goes on anywhere 
in the department. It wouldn’t be allowed. 

@. Well, from your own knowledge; we don’t care any- 
thing about what is going on at the other houses, you know, 
but will see about that when we get to it, from others who are 
in those houses. Now, during your eight years down there, can 


you call to mind any time when there was any singing going 
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on there that would attract the attention of passers-by, that 
would lead them to believe that the men had been drinking, 
were carousing ? 
No, sir. 

It wouldn’t be allowed ? 

No, sir. 

Who is the captain down there? 

Captain Griffin. 

A pretty strict disciplinarian ? 

You mean the captain there when I was there? 

. Yes, sir, of course — stating to me not about your own 
men now, ae going back to the ome when you were in the 
other house there. Was there anything of that nature? 
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Statement by Carr. Casper H. Monrne. 


(By the CHatrMAN.) Whatis your full name? 
Casper H. Moning. 

And you are a eater of the Boston Fire Department ? 
Yes, sir; captain of Ladder 15. 

Hav long have you been in the department, Mr. Mon- 
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Sixteen years. 

And how long have you been captain ? 

About four years. 

And you have been stationed where during those four 
years ? 

A. One year in South Boston, Engine 2, three years of 
Ladder 15. 

Q. Well, now, during your time in South Boston, captain, 
I suppose singing was allowed in the house among the men? 

A. To a certain extent; yes, sir. 

Q. Well, now, 
that house that applies all through the department ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. If there are any objections made by the men in bed, 
singing must cease? 

A. Yes, sir. 

(). Have you ever had occasion while you were captain — I 
am talking now about South Boston, during your year over 
there — to have any citizens or any persons complaining about 
any boisterous noise or any carousing that would lead them to 
believe that the men had been drinking — very loud singing ? 

A. No, sir. 


@. Never have. Now, while you have been situated in 
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Ladder 15’s house, during your three years there, have you had 
any singing there ? 
Have occasionally, early in the evening. 
Got any musical instruments ? 
A. Yes, sir; piano. 
Any others? 
That is all. 
And Ladder 15 is stationed where ? 
Boylston street, corner Hereford. 
Have you ever had any complaint from anybody down 
ere about the singing of the men in the house ? 

A. No, sir. 

(). Have the police ever come into the house and informed 
you that you were singing too loud? 

PaeeNO sin: 

(J. Has any passer-by ever come in and told you that he 
thought you were annoying the neighborhood ? 

A. No, sir. 

(). And there is another engine company directly alongside 
of you, is there not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

(). Engine what? 

As33) 

Q. Well, now, have you ever heard any loud or boisterous 
singing in there that would disturb anybody, captain ? 

A. No, sir. 

(). Have they any musical instrument ? 

wi. No; sir. 

They haven’t any —they do sing there? 

A. Well, I suppose they do occasionally hum a little, sing 
something of the kind. 

(@. Well, when they are singing in that house, you being 
right in the next house, it wouldn’t disturb you? 

A. No, sir. 

(). And, of course, if there had been any complaints made 
as against Engine 33, you would have heard of it? 

HAaw Y O85. Sirs 

(). And you never heard any ? 

A. No, sir. 

(@. And of course you would allow singing, if any of the 
men wanted to sing any time during the evening, until some 
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protest was made by some member of the department who 


might be in bed? 

ppl C8 9, 811. 

. Or until a certain hour ? 
ae.) GR} Sit: 

. Ten o’clock, is it? 

. Ten o’clock. 
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(). And you are positive that there has been no complaint 
made by any of the neighbors there or any of the passers-by ? 

A. Yes, sir. | 

@. And there is arule, I suppose, that no liquor is ever to 
be carried into the house ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. What would be the result if one of your men was found 
carrying a flask into the house full of liquor? 

A. I should report him to the board, and I think they 
would deal with him pretty severely. 

(). Have you ever had occasion to make complaint of any 
of the men? 

A. No, sir. 

(). Either in South Boston or at Ladder 15, for carrving 
liquor into the house? 


A. No, sir. 


Statement by B. S. Fianpers, recalled. 


Q. (By the Cyarrman.) Captain, considerable has been 
said here during this investigation, or lately, of the manner in 
which that Webster-building fire was handled. As I under- 
stand, that was on Summer street; now, do you call that to 
mind ? 

A, Lido, tsix: 

@. Did you make any investigation there at the time? 

A. I did, at the request of the chief engineer, after the fire 
was nearly out. 

Q. Well, now, will you go on and give this committee, so 
that it may be a matter of record, what your investigation was 
and what it divulged ? 

A. I think, without resorting to dates, that the fire was in 
January, 1890. I may be mistaken in regard to that point, 
but it was about that time — shortly after the Thanksgiving- 
day fire. I was on Washington street, near Bedford, when 
the alarm came in, and went to the fire, I think, on the first 
alarm, and found that the fire was in the lower part, appar- 
ently, when I arrived — was in the two first stories of the 
building, the ground floor and the floor above. I viewed the 
fire and made up my mind from the start that the building 
was doomed to destruction, and I went to the rear of it and 
took a view of it there, saw the manner in which the fire was 
handled, and after the fire was nearly put out, the chief called 
my attention to the fact that the remark had been made by 
some persons that the fire was due to electrical causes, and 
while he didn’t state it to me in a positive way, he thought 
that possibly the fire might have been created by electrical 
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causes. At this time I was not inspector of wires, but 
superintendent of fire alarms. He desired, as soon as it was 
possible for me to make an examination, that I should do so. 
I went to the rear of the building, and found what I considered 
was the cause of the origin of the fire, that it was from elec- 
trical causes, from imperfect wiring, the imperfect manner in 
which the wiring was done in the elevator well in the rear of 
the building, on the west side of the rear of the building. 
There was an elevator there, which ran from the bottom to the 
top of the building, and I think at the time of the fire that the 
doors had been opened, — that the elevator doors were open, — 
and the wiring there was run inside of the sheathing of the ele- 
vator, and apparently, to me, the fire came from the currents 
forming an arc between the wires as they ran beneath that 
sheathing, owing to the manner in which it was wired and the 
close proximity of the guides which guided the elevator. The 
elevator guides, of course, are having a great deal of lubricat- 
ing matter placed upon them from time to time, for the pur- 
pose of relieving the friction caused in connection with the 
raising and lowering of the elevator, and I came to the con- 
clusion that the fire was caused on the ground floor by an are 
forming from one wire to the other, and this sheathing being 
there, the elevator being entirely sheathed with wood, that the 
fire went up there from one story to the other; and my impres- 
sion was that the destruction of that building came from imper- 
fect wiring, the fire starting in the elevator well and going up the 
building ae story to story, having the elevator doors all open 
so as to make free access for the fire to pass from one story to 
the other. It is a known fact, Mr. Chairman, that wire that 
is not properly insulated — for instance, you take bare copper 
wire, conducting electrical currents along on pine wood, with 
not an excessive voltage — we will say one hundred or one 
hundred and fifty volts fon current — that if dampness or certain 
kinds of acids may fall upon that wood between the two poles 
of the wire, which are conveying the electrical currents of the 
two poles of current, the positive and negative, that it takes a 
distance of several inches in order to keep a safe limit between 
them; and in this case it is my opinion that the grease used 
for a lubricant came in contact with the wires in such a manner 
as to cause the currents to are from one to the other, and set 
fire to the building. That was my idea at that time from the 
examination of that building, and I so reported it to the chief. 
That was a verbal report made to him at the time, there 
being no power of inspection, no department of inspection — it 
was simply a question asked of me on his part whether I would 
examine it. 


Y. Was that fire confined to that one building? 
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A. I think so. I think upon the side that the department 
at that time cut the same holes through the walls for the purpose 
of getting at the fire in the interior of the building as has been 
spoken of here previously, and I have done the same thing 
in times past when I was a member of the Board of Engineers. 
I think the holes were put through there on the west side, or on 
the northern and eastern side of the building —I wouldn’t say. 
I was on the west or southerly side — the southeasterly side ; I 
should say, from my recollection of the points of the compass, 
that holes were cut through the walls there for the purpose of 
introduction of the water. 

(@. Well, do you know how that building was constructed ? 
— whether it was partially ander the principles of mill con- 
struction ? 

A. Well, sir, that I couldn’t say as to that. I didn’t make 
any further examination beyond the elevator well, which was 
for the purpose of satisfying myself whether it might come from 
electrical causes. I know that the elevator was sheathed by 
wood, which was a very great conductor of the fire. As to the 
interior construction of the building I shouldn’t want to say. 

(. How about the shutters on that building, Mr. Flanders, 
— were there shutters on that building in the rear? 

A. I think there were —I am not sure. I wouldn’t want 
to infer that there were. 

@. You think there were? 

A. I think go, but I am not sure of it. 

(@. Do you know whether they were closed or open? 

A. At the time I saw them they were open, if any. I 
didn’t go there for probably twenty minutes or a half an hour 
after I arrived on the scene of the fire. The rear of the build- 
ing opened on a very narrow street, a narrow passageway, and 
when I went there the department was endeavoring to reclaim 
some building, which they succeeded in doing, in the rear. 

(). And you don’t know what time those holes were cut 
through ? 

A. How is that? 

(J. Were you there when the holes were cut ? 

A. No, sir; I wasn’t present when the holes were cut. I 
went up into the building after that — I went up there probably 
after the fire had passed its height. 

(). (By Commissioner Murpuy.) The building was pretty 
well afire there all through the inside, wasn’t it, before the ap- 
paratus got to that Webster-building fire? 

A. Yes, sir; I think the first and second stories were thor- 
oughly afire, and I think the flames were in the third story, 
although they didn’t show at the front at the time I arrived 
there, but I think the third story in the rear was afire. There 
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isn’t any question in my mind but what the fire commenced in 
the rear of the building, and it would take a little time going 
through the building from story to story, unless the doors were 
open, before it would develop itself at the front side of the 
building. 

@. So that that would easily account for the subsequent 
appearance of the fire at the front? 


A. Yes, sir. 


Statement by COMMISSIONER Murpuy, recalled. 


Q. (By the Caarrman.) Mr. Murphy, can you inform 
the committee when the chief engineer is going to get back to 
Boston? 

He will get home here late to-night, Mr. Chairman. 
Late to-night ? 

Yes, sir; and I want to say here — 

Well, do you think he will be in Boston to-night ? 
To-night or the first thing to-morrow morning, probably 
to-night. 

@. Well, let us see— to-night is Tuesday, to-morrow 
Wednesday, Thursday, Fast Day—do you think he will be 
on duty by Friday? 

A. Well, he will be sufficiently on duty to be able to come 
here and testify before the committee, if they desire. 

@. Then I don’t suppose it will be necessary for us to notify 
him. Will we notify him, or will you gentlemen of the com- 
mission have him here Friday at 2 o’clock? 

A. We will see him and notify him. 

@). And I wish the commissioners would have those other 
papers and those figures ready. 

A. Yes, sir; just as soon as the chief of the department 
gives his testimony, then we will turn in all the papers and 
figures we have prepared, and endeavor to furnish whatever 
other information the committee asks of us. 


Adjourned at 3.87 P.M., to meet on Friday, April 7, at 
2 P.M. 


aD RO 
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SIXTEENTH HEARING. 


Fripay, April 7, 1893. 


The hearing was resumed at 2 o’clock P.M., Chairman LEE 
presiding. 


LETTER FROM GERMAN—AMERICAN INSURANCE COMPANY. 


The chairman read the following letter : 


GERMAN-AMERICAN INSURANCE COMPANY, 
115 Broapway, New York, April 6, 1893. 


Joun H. Ler, Esq., Chairman Board of Aldermen, City Hall, Boston : 


Dear Sir: In reply to yours of the 4th inst., [did not arrive at the 
Hecht fire on Federal street until after it was extinguished. In this con- 
nection permit me to say that it is my belief that criticisms on the manage- 
ment of fires by those not present during the fires, and also opinions based 
on hearsay, are practically valueless when used in connection with the pur- 
poses for which your committee was organized. 

I have, however, had several opportunities of seeing the ‘‘ Boston Fire 
Department ” at work, and at such times my conclusions have been decidedly 
favorable to the ability of the officer in charge to handle fires successfully. 


Respectfully yours, 
Geo. T. ParrEerRson, 
3d Vice-President. 


Statement by Cuter Lewis P. WEBBER. 


(By the CuHarrman.) Your full name, sir? 

Lewis P. Webber. 

And you are a member of the Boston Fire Department? 
Chief of the Boston Fire Department. 

And that is your title — chief? 

Yes, sir. 

. How long have you been connected with the Boston Fire 
Department ? 

A. Well, between Roxbury and Boston, I would say, thirty con- 
secutive years. 

(@. What positions have you held in the department from the 
first time you entered it up to the present time — just the po- 
sitions ? 

A. I first became a member of Tremont Engine Company, No. 
7, which was a hand engine company in the city of Roxbury; when 
steam was introduced and the hand engine company was disbanded, 
I became a member of Dearborn Engine Company, No. 1, of the 
city of Roxbury, which was then located on Centre street at the 
Norfolk House. In 1868 I was made assistant foreman of that 
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company; in 1870 I was made foreman ; in 1873, on the reorgan- 
ization of the Boston Fire Department, after the big fire, I was 
made permanent foreman of the same company. At that time 
that company responded as far as the lumber district, box 68, on 
the first alarm, — second alarm, at least, — and so on farther down 
town on additional alarms. On May 13, 1880, I was transferred 
to Engine Company No. 3, located at the corner of Harrison 
avenue and Bristol street, what is called the lumber district. 
At that time that company responded as far as box 49, in a 
line with Summer street, — box 49 being located opposite Hawley 
street, — on the first alarm; on the second alarms, to box 
41, corner of Milk street, and also through the whole burnt 
district down as far as Fort Hill square. On third alarms we 
responded to the North and West End boxes. I remained on 
that company until September, 1884, at which time I was made 
what was called at that time assistant engineer, and transferred to 
District No. 8 of the Roxbury District, which is Boston now, and 
on October 23, 1884, I was made chief engineer of this depart- 
ment. 

@. And you have been chief now how long? 

A. Nine years the twenty-third day of next October. 

@. Who were the commissioners when you were appointed ? 

A. John E. Fitzgerald, William A. Green, and Henry W. 
Longley. 

@. And the position of chief was made vacant by the promotion 
of the chief engineer to be one of the commissioners at that time? 

A. Yes, sir; William A. Green. 

@. Were you an applicant for the position ? 

A. Notat all, sir. 

@. You had no application before the board for promotion to 
chief engineer? 

A. None whatever. 

@. Did you know of any trade or any compromise being made 
whereby you were to be made the chief engineer of the Boston 
Fire Department at that time? 

A. None whatever, sir. 

@. Would you have known it if it had been so? 

A. Well, I couldn’t say as to that. I might or might not. 

@). Have you ever heard any criticisms made that it was so? 

A. No, sir; I will state here that the first intimation that I had 
of anything being up was that I had responded to an alarm of fire 
at Box 56, and on my return to the headquarters of that district — 
at that time it was where Ladder 12 and Hose 7 are no‘ located — 
when J arrived there they stated by telephone— at least, at that time 
they didn’t have a telephone, but by one of those dial machines, 
that I was requested to appear at the headquarters immediately, 
and I did so, and upon my arrival there the board informed me that 
I had been made chief engineer by unanimous vote of the board. I 
told them that I was more than surprised, as I hadn’t sought the 
position, didn’t care to take it, and felt perfectly satisfied where 
I was, as I had lived in the city of Roxbury in that district from 
childhood up, and I felt perfectly satisfied to remain where [ was. 
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Well, they said that they had implicit confidence in me to take the 
position and wanted me to accept of it, and under the circum- 
stances I accepted the position at that time. 

@. Do you know of any petitions that were presented to the 
board at that time urging your appointment? 

A. I don’t think there were any whatever, because I don’t think 
anybody felt interested enough in me at that time, knowing that I 
didn’t care enough about the position to ask for it. 

@. Have you ever had any controversy or any complaints made 
to you by any of the underwriters as to the management of fires? 

A. Well, not directly to myself, Mr. Chairman, but I think 
that there were —if I can recollect aright — two instances where 
the Board of Underwriters had found fault with the management 
of fires, and they had held meetings and appointed committees to 
wait upon the Board of Fire Commissioners. 

Q. Well, now, in regard to those two occasions — you say you 
think there were two? 

A. I think there were two. 

@. You may go on in your own way, and whatever you can call 
to mind about what the criticisms were, give to the committee, 
so that it may be a matter of record. 

A. I think the first trouble, the first time that they found fault 
with me was —I don’t exactly remember the year, I cannot recall 
it, but it was at the time that the Boston Machine Company burned 
in South Boston. It occurred on a very windy night, and it being 
a frame building it burned very lively, and the sparks were con- 
veyed throughout that wooden district; and I think there were 
one or two, or probvably three, roofs of dwelling-houses that took 
fire, and it also extended to the slatted work that answered for 
ventilation for what was called the foundry. Directly opposite 
this building was an immense storage building for sugar. We 
had kept fire away from this sugar-house storehouse during 
the fire, and also kept it from the foundry, except what 
burned on top where the slatted work was, and also confined 
the fire to the roofs of two or three dwelling-houses which 
may have ignited from sparks. After the fire was under con- 
trol, I immediately made up the biggest part of the apparatus — 
in fact, the whole of it, with the exception of some hydrant 
streams which were then playing upon the ruins. I at that 
time spoke to the district chief, who was then in command, — 
who was L. P. Abbott, who now has charge of District 8, — and I 
. stated to him that if he wished to go home and change his clothes 
I would remain until he returned. He said, ‘+ No, chief, you 
have done very well for me to-night, and you go home.” I 
said, ‘‘I don’t care anything about that; if you desire to ies 
your clothes I am perfectly willing to remain.” He said ‘* No,” 
that he would remain and take care of everything. I then left — 
the fire in his charge with a detail of men and from three to four 
lines of hose —I don’t remember the number now, but there was 
enough to take care of what ruins there were there, and then I 
went to Engine 15’s house, located at the corner of Broadway and 
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Dorchester avenue, and gave the all-out signal. I then returned 
to my headquarters, which were at 26 South at that time, and I 
hadn’t but just arrived there and got my coat off and got up side 
of aradiator to get warm when the same box struck again. I 
immediately got into my coat and into my team and _ started. 
On my way over I saw the fire, and when I got there I found that 
this sugar storehouse was afire. We extinguished it, and after I 
got through I called the district chief to me and I said, ** How 
did this occur?” Well, he said that after I had left he saw every- 
thing was all right and he went home to change his clothes, and I 
suppose that after he went home to change his clothes the men 
may have gone in to warm themselves somewhere or other and 
this fire started. Well, the consequence was that the Board of 
Underwriters called a meeting and chose a committee to wait on 
the Board of Fire Commissioners. At the mecting Mr. Abbott 
was present, and several others, and myself. I stated my story, 
and District Chief Abbott corroborated every word I said, and 
said that he was to blame. The consequence was that the blame 
was put on to his shoulders, and he was reprimanded and I was 
found all right. ‘The second trouble, as near as I can state, was at 
the Clinton-street fire, which broke out in the morning somewhere 
about 8 o’clock, the thermometer being 16 below zero. It was a 
building that had formerly been occupied by an oil store for a 
number of years. The building was perfectly saturated with oil 
from the transportation of oil from floor to floor in the elevators, 
but at this time was occupied as a storehouse for flour, hams, 
and canned goods, and I don’t know what else; and after the 
fire was extinguished I set out to go to work and overhaul the 
débris and put what fire remained in the ruins out. There was 
some 30 feet of débris that had fallen down with the floors into 
the basement, a lot of soot, 2,000 barrels of flour, and such things 
as that. Well, the stuff was all frozen —it was cold weather at 
the time — and I kept my apparatus there, as much as was needed 
to take care of the fire, from 36 to 40 hours. At that time I came 
to the conclusion, as we were having fires right along and it was 
bad going, cold weather, that I would withdraw my apparatus 
with the exception of some hydrant streams to protect what ruins 
there were there from spreading the fire to adjoining buildings. 
The Board of Underwriters seemed to make objections to that. 
They thought that I ought to overhaul it. I said no, that I would 
not overhaul it. The consequence was that they held another 
meeting, appointed another committee, and waited upon the Board 
of Fire Commissioners. I was called before the Board of Fire 
Commissioners at the hearing, and I stated that I had said so, 
every word of it. I asked them if there was anything more, after 
they got through. They said no. I went out to my office, and 
immediately after the Board of Underwriters had left I received 
a manual from the Board of Fire Commissioners that I was to 
meet the Board of Underwriters and the Fire Commissioners at 
the Clinton-street fire at 3 o’clock that afternoon. I was there, 
and Mr. Fitzgerald, at that time one of the Board of Fire Com- 
missioners stated that he wanted me to take them through the 
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different buildings and show them about the fire just as it was, 
and I did so. At that time Mr. Fitzgerald put his hand on to my 
shoulder and said, ‘* Chief, if you wanted to move a brick from 
this building, we wouldn’t permit you to doit.” Ithankedhim. I 
think those were the only two times. 

@. Who were the commissioners at that time, Mr. Chief? 

A. Mr. Fitzgerald was one, and I think Mr. Green, and Henry 
W. Longley — I won't be certain, but I think they were both com- 
missioners. 

@. And those are the only two cases that your attention has 
ever been called to, where such a matter has ever been before the 
board? 

Avni nat is all.) sir. 

@. Have you ever, Mr. Chief, had any complaints made to you 
personally, or have the board ever informed you that any property 
owners made complaint, as to the management of fires ? 

A. None whatever, sir. 

@. Have you and your department always been on friendly 
terms with the Protective Department? 

A. As far as I know. 

@. And have yourself and your department been on friendly 
terms with the Department for the Inspection of Buildings? 

A. Well, so far as Iam concerned I have had very little to do 
with the Inspection of Buildings Department. I don’t know as I 
have ever had any conversation with any of them except Mr. 
Kelsey ; at the time he was on, I used to speak to him once in a 
while and he to me. Who the rest are I don’t know. I have met 
them, but I wouldn’t know them if they were here now. 

@. But you have never had any complaint that the district 
chiefs or the officers were not working harmoniously with that de- 
partment? 

A. None whatever, sir. 

@. Not with the Protective Department? 

AW INO BLD. 

@. Has any inspector or have any inspectors of the Board of 
Underwriters called upon you to inform you of any violation of the 
laws or ordinances governing the Fire Department of the city of 
Boston ? 

A, Not in a single instance that I can recollect. 

@. Have you ever received any written communications from 
any of the inspectors of the Board of Underwriters as to any vio- 
lation of any of the city ordinances on the part of the Fire De- 
partment? : 

A. None whatever. 

@. Have they ever complained to you of your district chiefs 
not properly attending to their duties in inspection ? 

A. No, sir; not personally. 

@. Have you ever called upon any of the Inspectors of the 
Board of Underwriters looking for information as regards your 
duty as chief of the Boston Fire Department? 

A. No, sir; I have not. 

@. Have you at any time since you were made chief engineer 
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of the Fire Department had occasion at any time to take a line of 
hose up a ladder or into a building yourself. 

A. Neverin my life since I left the engine company as fore- 
man in charge. 

@. You never have? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Well, now, there is one thing I would like to clear up. 
Will you kindly inform the committee as to how commands are 
given at a fire— that is, the titles by which you would address 
the district chiefs or the captains, and so on, you know. ‘There 
seems to be a little confusion there, and I want to get that cleared 
up in my own mind. 

A. A captain as a general thing, when he responds to an alarm 
of fire, reports to me and asks where he is to be located, and they 
are assigned to certain locations; the district chiefs generally in 
the same way — after the first alarm they report and are assigned 
to certain positions and remain there until they are relieved. 

@. Now, I may not be putting it clear to you, but when you 
arrive at a fire and after they report, supposing that a district 
chief stood ten feet away, how would you address him — I mean, 
in giving him a command to do something? 

Al. I address him as ‘‘ district chief,’ or else, in other words, 
I would call him ‘* captain.” . 

@. Well, is it the custom of the captains of the companies, or 
of the officers outside of yourself, to address any of the district 
chiefs as ‘*‘ chief’’? 

A. They call them ‘‘ chief” — they don’t call them ‘‘ district 
chief.” 

@. That is the point I wanted to get at. 

A. Every district chief is ‘‘ chief’’ at a fire. I very seldom 
hear the name ‘‘district chief”? used ata fire. It is ‘* Chief this” 
or ‘* Chief that.” And when they address me they address me as 
‘¢ chief.”” I have sometimes heard ‘‘ chief” called out and I have 
answered to it, and they wanted some district chief; or if they 
bring a message when making up a line, they will say, ‘* Chief so- 
and-so has ordered me to report to you.” 

@. And I suppose that the district chiefs in speaking to the 
captains or lieutenants would call them ‘‘captain’’ or ‘‘lieu- 
tenant.” 

A. ‘**Captain ” or ‘‘ lieutenant ;”’ yes, sir. 

@. But the custom is for the captains or lieutenants or the 
men in addressing the district chiefs to say ‘* chief,’ not using 
the word ‘* district”? 

A. Yes, sir; it is very seldom you hear the word ‘ district” 
used. The ‘‘ district’ is omitted. 

@. Now, do you have anything to do with the purchase of hose 
or apparatus? 

A. Nothing whatever, sir; that is entirely in the hands of the 
Board of Fire Commissioners. 

@. Have you ever purchased any hose? 

A. None whatever — not even a foot — not even a hand hose 
for myself, 
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(). Have you ever ordered any apparatus? 

A. No, sir; that belongs also to the Board of Fire Commis- 
sioners. 

@. You do, I suppose, order apparatus to the repair shops to 
be repaired? 

A. That is very true —that comes within my authority at the 
time of a fire. 

@ And that you wonld do? 

A. Yes,sir; I sometimes order an engine to a repair shop to be 
repaired and order one to take its place. 

(). Have you visited other cities in the country ? 

A. Yes, sir; I have visited several cities. 

@). Well, have you within the last nine years? 

A. Yes, sir; I have. 

(). Have you ever made any examination of the departments ? 

A. Yes, sir; I have made examinations of quite a number of 
them. About the first thing when I get toa place, the chief en- 
gineer wants to show his department up. 

(). How does the discipline of the Boston department compare 
with that of the other cities that you have visited? 

A. I should think that it compared very favorably. I haven’t 
seen any that were any better, and I have seen some that weren't 
as good. 

@. Where were they? 

A. Different cities. 

(). Name one. 

A. I don’t care to name any city. 

@. Does your department compare favorably with that of Chi- 
cago ? 

A. Decidedly so. 

@. In the discipline of the men? 

AxiPYeRs ew: 

@. You have examined the New York department? 

A. I have to a certain extent; not very extensively. 

How does the discipline of the men in Boston compare with 
those i in New York? 

A. Weil, I have seen wen loitering around on the main floor in 
New York city, which [ haven’t seen on our floors — that is, on the 
main floor after the time had expired for cleaning up apparatus, 
ten o’clock in the morning, after roll-call. 

(). You, of course, are conversant with the rules laid down by 
the departments in other cities? 

A. Not thoroughly. 

@. You have read some of them? 

A. I have some. 

@. Now, from what you have read, do you believe that the 
rules of the Boston department are as stringent as those of other 
cities ? 

A. I think they are fully so, if not in some particulars more 
so. 

@. Now, you say that you never have bought any hose? 

A; No, sir, 
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Q. Nota foot? 

WISIN G5 Sir’. 

@. Well, has there ever been an occasion when you have run 
short of hose ? 

A. There has been at the time of a big conflagration. 

@. Well, in a case like that, Mr. Chief, will you tell the com- 
mittee what you would do? 

A. I would do as I did at the Thanksgiving-day fire. 

@. Well, let us have it. 

A. At that time, any hose agent or hose manufacturer that was 
on the spot, where I could order any hose, I did so. I did so at 
the Thanksgiving-day fire. I ordered it from the Boston Belting 
Company and the Boston Woven Hose Company and the Callahan 
Company, all that [ could get at the time. But I didn’t consider 
that that was purchasing it, because the board bought it after- 
wards. I merely ordered it. 

@. And I suppose that if a large conflagration occurred, vou 
would do the same thing again? 

A. Just astrue as you live, in case of emergency I would order 
anything that I thought was needed in the department at the time. 

@. Now, Mr. Chief, will you tell the committee what your 
official duties are outside of fires? 

A. My office hours, located at the office with the commissioners, 
are from eleven to two, daily, except Sundays. I receive all com- 
munications from the department, all morning reports, and in 
addition to that I issue what is called a morning report to the 
board, stating the number of men on duty, those absent on days 
off, those absent from sickness, and those absent through detail or 
other causes in the total number of men on duty each day. Out- 
side of that, as far as practicable, I am obliged to visit the differ- 
ent engine-houses in the department and look over the apparatus, 
the men and the books, see that everything is in readiness and 
everything in shape for immediate use. Also I have the general 
supervision of the horses in the department. All the care and 
nursing of the horses is looked after by the veterinary surgeon, 
and his power in hiring a horse or engaging a horse or substituting 
a horse is not carried out without first telephoning to me or asking 
my permission. I see that the information is conveyed to the 
commissioners in regard to the number of horses on duty, the 
number lame and sick, and the causes. Outside of that I have 
the general supervision of all the swinging harnesses of the depart- 
ment, and everything connected therewith. Another duty also is 
to deliver all messages and orders given by the board to the dis- 
trict chiefs, and they are given by the district chiefs to the 
captains of the fire companies. 

@. And you make an inspection of the various houses about 
how often? 

A. Just as frequently as I can, according as my business will 
allow me to, and, as a general thing, there is inspection made by 
the Board of Fire Commissioners in company with myself of each 
and every house in the department once a year, and the houses 
are thoroughly gone through, from the basements to the attics, the 
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apparatus inspected, the men put into full uniform and inspected, 
and the horses are brought to the peles of the apparatus and also 
inspected. 

@. You convene your district chiefs at times to consult with 
them as to the buildings in their districts? 

A MYes, hsiis there. is quite frequently a district chief who 
reports to me the condition of buildings, their dangerous charac- 
ter. etc., and then I request him to put it in writing and forward 
it to the Board of Fire Commissioners. It goes through my 
hands first, and from me to them, and then they dispose of it, 
according to the place where the buildings are, and in whose 
charge the matter belongs —- assigning the matter to the inspector 
of buildings, the superintendent of public buildings, or wherever 
the matter “should be properly assigned. 

@. Would it be practicable, Mr. Chief, to have the men in 
each company drilled in such a manner that when they arrived at 
a fire they would be like a lot of soldiers who are placed on guard, 
that every man would know whether he would go north, south, 
east, or west, taking a certain position? 

A. That would be almost an impossibility. 

@. Well, why ?— explain it in your own way now. 

A. Well, in the first place, the man that is assigned to a 
certain position may be on his day off or may be on special leave, 
or he may be sick, and he might be assigned to a certain position 
and wouldn’t be there to take that position. 

@. Well, would the conditions and surroundings of each fire be 
similar ? 

A. At each and every fire circumstances are not similar. They 
vary. There will hardly ever be two fires alike. No man could 
draw a map showing how to go to work and fight a fire before it 
broke out, because if he did so he would be liable to have to 
change his position very quickly. 

(). And from that standpoint it would not be practicable ? 

A. I think not, sir: 

@. Well, now, do you believe that the men could be drilled in 
such a manner that they could take positions ? 

A. Well, a horse can be drilled to take any position when he 
is pulled from his stall, and I suppose that men could be drilled 
as well. 

Q. But it wouldn’t be practicable? 

A. It might be practicable, but it would be something that you 
would have to study out and see if it would be practicable or not. 
I wouldn’t say that it would be. 

@. You would want experience? 

A. I should say so. Now, if you are comparing a fire depart- 
ment with an army, why I begin to see what you mean. You can 
take and drill a soldier and he is always there in the ranks until 
he is shot. He is either at the rear of the column or else he is at 
the head of it, and he is expected to be there all the time. If he 
isi’t there another man fills the gap right up. 

@. You never were in the army? 

A. Yes, sir; Iserved eleven months in the army, in the late 
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war, in the Ninety-ninth New York State Volunteers, and am a 
member of General Stevenson Post, No. 26, G.A.R., at Roxbury. 
Then you were in the army? 

Yes, sir. 

Not in the navy? 

No, sir; although they called us the Coast Guard. 

You are not a graduate of West Point? 

No, sir; I wish I was. 

You think there would be less criticism ? 

I think so. 

Were you an officer in the army, Mr. Webber? 

No, sir; I was not; I was a common every-day man. 

. Now, would a new fireboat, Mr. Chief, increase the efli- 
ciency of the Fire Department along the water-front? 

A. Yes, sir; I should say it would to a great extent; and my 
reason for saying that is this: we have our land engines, steam fire- 
engines, which quite frequently give out while in service. Our 
fireboat has a capability of from five to six times one of our 
steam fire-engines on land, and it is impossible to run that boat 
from year to year and not expect that she has got to have some 
overhauling. I know there have been times when that boat 
has been out of service, been over at the Atlantic Works dock for 
repairs, when I have had a great deal of uneasiness, — where the 
boat has been actually out of service, and all that we have had to 
take her place is the police boat, which is capable of throwing one 
stream with a one and one-eighth inch nozzle, where our fireboat is 
capable of throwing four two and one-half inch streams and a 
three or four inch stream out of the monitor nozzle, besides smaller 
streams in addition. So I really think that there are times when 
this boat is out of service that there should be a boat of some- 
where near the same capacity in her place. Otherwise there is 
continual danger. If such a boat is put into service, I think it 
might be placed in the district up above Dover street, — the lumber 
district, — which has been a very bad district, and I have had 
some very disastrous fires that I have been to there. There have 
been times when a boat located there would be of great help, be- 
cause our boats here have got to pass through so many bridges be- 
fore they get to a fire in that district that a fire really gets a 
good start in those lumber yards before you can get near it. In 
the four years that I served in Engine 3, covering that district, 
we were continually having fires in the lumber yards. I don’t 
know whether they had a fire bug there or not, but we were con- 
tinually having alarms and were obliged to go there and put out 
fires. A new fireboat could be of a good deal of service in that 
way. I think a second boat would be a great auxiliary to the de- 
partment to-day. And I have gone so far as to recommend it to 
the board, and they have considered the matter. 

@. You have recommended it? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Do the overhead wires cause any trouble in the handling of 
the apparatus and its management at fires, Mr. Chief? 

A. Yes, sir; they do. 


y ShOMOROLOKOS 
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@. In what way? 

A. Well, in several ways. I would go so far as to make a 
statement here that the buildings in the city proper have increased 
in height greatly within the last few years, -— the last five or six 
years, -— and I can show you to-day, right on Eliot street, where 
formerly stood nothing but a dwelling-house, where to-day stands 
the immense big clothing-house of the Plymouth Rock Pants 
Company. At the time when the dwelling-house was there the 
wires were up above the roof, and to-day they are about the middle 
of that building, so that it would be almost impossible to raise an 
aérial ladder against that building to ventilate it or get a line into 
it. You can also take it down through where the late fire oc- 
curred on Lincoln street and Essex street. The buildings that 
formerly stood there were two, three, and four story dwelling- 
houses, and the wires were over the tops of those buildings. 
How is it to-day? Those buildings have been demolished, and 
great massive mercantile buildings have been erected in their 
place, and the wires still remain there to-day as they did when 
the dwelling-houses stood there. You can go still farther and go 
up into the Wareham-street district, where at one time Mr. Meaney 
had his stone yard, there being nothing but a shed there, and 
what do you see there to-day? Two great massive pianoforte 
factories and large wood-planing buildings, and the wires remain 
in the front of those buildings the same as they did when there 
was only a one-story shed there. Now, to combat with a fire in 
any one of those buildings would be very difficult at the present 
time on account of the wires. It is hard to get a ladder to work 
— it is almost impossible to expedite matters and get to work 
quick. Now, if you are going to raise a ladder to rescue a man 
at the top of a five or six story building, you don’t want to be 
obliged to cut two or three hundred wires before you can get at him 
so as to get him down. If you are going to wait that time, the 
chances are that he is going to jump down. ‘There should be no 
hindrance at the front or sides of a building, nothing to interfere 
so that we cannot get at a building with our ladders. I don’t 
object so much to wires that are seven or eight feet above a 
building, above the roof, so that we can get on to the roof and 
work without touching them, but the great objection to wires 
above a roof is when a fire is in the upper story and has weakened 
the roof, and the first thing you know the weight of the wires and 
the structures on which they are placed crushes in the roof and 
endangers the lives of the firemen, besides being lable to spread 
the walls also. In addition to all that, the trolley system has 
given us more or less inconvenience in raising our ladders against 
buildings. 

@. Is there any other way in which the difficulties of fighting 
fires have increased within the last ten years, any other difficulties 
that you have encountered? 

A. Well, I think that it is just through this overhead wire sys- 
tem. That is our greatest trouble at the present time. There are 
other districts that are just as bad on account of wires as those I 
have referred to. 
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@. Do you believe in standpipes and roof hydrants, Mr. Web- 
ber? 

A. I will pases that question in this way, if the committee 
will allow me. I will give you my statement that I made before 
the meeting of the National Board of Fire Engineers held at 
Louisville, Ky., October 4, 5, 6, and 7, 1892. The matter of 
roof hydrants and standpipes was at that time brought up in 
the convention, and if it is not occupying too much time of this 
committee and those present, I would like to give a few of the 
opinions given by some of the chief engineers of the prominent 
cities, among them myself included. In answer to your question, 
Mr. Chairman, I will, if you desire, quote from this opinion that I 
at that time delivered to the National Association of Fire Engi- 
neers. 

@. Go on in your own way, chief. 

A. Yes, sir; I will do so. 


BOSTON. 


In my opinion all buildings over fifty feet in height, whether used for 
mercantile or office purposes, should be furnished with outside standpipes 
and ladders, with outside connections at each floor for hose, also with inside 
connections and a sufficient quantity of hose to reach the entire length of 
floor to rear of building on each floor thereof, so as to use at windows if nec- 
essary, either for cooling walls or to use on opposite buildings, should the 
street be too narrow. 

Such appliances and the construction thereof should in my opinion be 
under the supervision and to the satisfaction of the Fire Department. 


I remain yours respectfully, 
L. P. WEBBER, 
Chief of Department, Boston, Mass. 


I will now read from the statement of Chief Bonner, of New 
York city : 
NEW YORK. 


Experience has demonstrated that on occasions where fires have occurred 
in buildings equipped with standpipes and ladders, and with proper connec- 
tions that can be made use of by the Fire Department, we have found them 
to be a very valuable auxiliary to the work of the force, and do not hesitate 
to give my approval of their value as an aid to the work of any fire depart- 
ment, provided they are inspected occasionally and kept in order. 


Very respectfully, 
Hucu Bonner, 
Chief of Department, City of New York. 


If you have no objection, as it will take but a few minutes, I 
will read several others : 


DETROIT. 


~ 


We have buildings four and five stories in height with standpipes on, 
connections on the outside, and have had fires in some of them, but in only 
one case ever used the standpipe, and that was on the Campan building, 
composed of banks on the first floor and offices above. The roof at the top, 
which is a Mansard, took fire from an adjoining building that was six stories 
in height, and the Campan building, being two stories higher, had standpipes 
on, and I sent up hose to attach to this standpipe and sent up lines of hose 
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from steamers, which struck the fire before the hose from the standpipes 
did, and did more execution. I know where you can reach a story with a 
ladder you won’t bother with a standpipe. Standpipes are only good when 
you can take an elevator and go up where ladders won’t reach. J think more 
of balconies on buildings than I do of standpipes, and no building less than 
eighty feet high will be benefited by the standpipes. As for hose being at- 
tached on inside connections, it is all right providing there is any one there 
to work them; but my experience is that people in hotels and factories get 
out to save their own lives, and leave it to the firemen to handle when they 
get there. 
Very respectfully yours, 


JAMES Batruy, Chief, 
Detroit, Mich. 
DENVER. 


In my opinion every city or town should have laws governing the erection 
of suitable fire-escapes upon all buildings over two stories in height, no 
matter how occupied and used. Outside standpipes with hose connections 
upon each floor should be considered as part of the fire-escape, and the 
couplings should correspond with the ones used by the Fire Department. 

Inside standpipes have proved very useful with us in a number of in- 
stances in our large buildings. ‘They are usually connected directly into the 
water mains, or to pumps located in the same building. All large buildings 
should have them, and be equipped with automatic reels and the very best of 
hose. All appliances of that character should be under control of the 
chief of fire departments, for a great deal of interior hose is put into build- 
ings more to obtain low rates of insurance than for any other purpose. All 
couplings on inside standpipes should be the same as that used by the Fire 
Department, and all hose should be tested and the same caution exercised in 
its care that is bestowed upon hose and other like appliances in all well 
regulated fire departments. 

Yours very truly, 
JuLius PHarseE, Chief, 


Denver, Col. 
ST.LOUIS: 


In my judgment all buildings 50 feet in height or over should be sup- 
plied with outside standpipes, and it would certainly be a great advantage to 
have also inside connections with sufficient hose to operate on each floor. If 
every building of this class were provided with the outside standpipes and 
ladders, then they could be used to advantage; as is the case very often the 
building which is on fire the standpipes on it are not available, but the one 
adjoining or opposite can be used to the greatest advantage; it places your 
men on a line with the fire and gives a controlling position in protecting the 
surrounding property; properly constructed standpipes are also a first-class 
fire-escape. After construction it should be the duty of the firemen to visit 
from time to time the premises of all large concerns with a view of acquiring 
knowledge of same, and examine if any fire appliances are used, and see that 
the same are in working order; of course the standpipes and ladders would 
come in under this inspection and would be to all intents and purposes 
equivalent to having the work done directly under the supervision of the 
chief of the Fire Department, and the many duties now incumbent on the chief 
of a large city make his labors very onerous. A great deal can be said on 
the advantages of the standpipe and fire-escape combined. 


I am yours, very respectfully, 
Joun Linpsay, Chief, 
St. Louis Fire Department. 


CHICAGO. 


I say yes, with balconies at each floor. Now, the proper place for them 
is on a party wall; by this means you step from one building to the other on 
balcony, and give firemen a chance for fresh air. Where two parties own- 
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ing adjoining buildings put up escape jointly, it makes the best fire-escape, as 
I have said, by stepping from one window to the other; then one in front 
and rear could answer for the two buildings. The hose on inside of building 
should only be where they have power in the building and have standpipe; 
inside to roof should have hose on each floor with sufficient quantity to reach 
floor above. 

I send you ordinance of this city, and notice we serve when fire-escape 
is ordered; also cut of the Benner fire-escape and standpipe. 


Very fraternally, 
D. J. Sweniz, Mire Marshal, 
Chicago, Ill. 
One from Minneapolis : 


I agree that all buildings over fifty feet in height, no matter how occu- 
pied, should be equipped with both standpipe and fire-escape, and connec- 
tions made on inside and outside of building on every floor, all to be under 
the supervision and direction of the chief of Fire Department. In this city 
the inspector of buildings has charge, but does not accept them until after they 
are approved by the chief of Fire Department. As soon as a standpipe or 
escape is put up I am notified, and in the early morning I get out and test it 
more than any fire will test it. If satisfactory, I notify the inspector of 
buildings, and the contractor gets his pay —if not satisfactory, no pay, and 
down it comes. 

Yours fraternally, 


A. H. Runen, Chief Engineer Fire Department, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


DULUTH. 


My opinion of standpipes and their utility is very decided and positive in 
their favor, and the State law and city ordinance governing the erection of 
standpipes and fire-escapes I consider both thoughtful and wise, and no 
building from three stories and upward where there are froma dozen and up- 
wards of human beings congregated or working should be without ample 
facilities in the way of outside iron stairways and ladders attached to stand- 
pipes to enable people to escape and firemen to aid in rescuing in case of 
dangerous conflagrations. Aside from their use as escapes, they are of great 
service to fire departments in extinguishing fires. 

On July 12, 1891, the Hotel St. Louis was on fire in the sixth and seventh 
stories. My longest extension ladder at that time was 55 feet, not long 
enough to reach the fifth story. I used the standpipes and ladders on the 
building, and by using them prevented what might have been a very serious 
conflagration, confining the body of the fire to the sixth and seventh stories, 
which Icould not have done with my defective ladder outfit. The proprietors 
of the hotel were so satisfactorily convinced of their excellence that they have 
added two more to the hotel. I carry to use from standpipes light rubber- 
lined hose, so that a fireman can carry it up the escape or ladder with him and 
attach at whatever story it may be necessary. 


Very truly yours, 
Tuos. E. Smita, Chief, 
Duluth, Minn. 


MILWAUKEE. 


We are now compelling the owners of all business buildings, factories, 
ete., three stories or more in height, to put on such building one or more 
ladders, fire-escapes, and standpipes, to better insure the escape of employees 
and other inmates in case of fire. With these appliances on buildings of this 
height it can readily be seen (and it does not require an expert) of what ad- 
vantage they are to the Fire Department, as well-trained firemen can easily 
cover the front, rear, and centre of the building on fire in less than one-quarter 
of the time than heretofore, and, in case of the fire being all through the 
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building, get control of it in short order. When at first sending out notices 
to the owners to comply with the law, there were some that objected, but 
after an interview with them on the advantages of such appliances, they ap- 
preciated the same, and we are now finding but little or no trouble in having 
them comply with the law. I enclose herewith a copy of the specifications 
for the construction of such ladders, fire-escapes, and standpipes, and con- 
sider the same one of the most valuable adjuncts to the Fire Department. 
The time saved by these ladders and standpipes cannot be exactly figured, 
but the loss sustained by fire, where the department has to raise even one of 
the quickest ladders (the Hayes) often go into thousands. 


Most sincerely yours, 
JAMES Fo.ry, Chief, 
Fire Department, Milwaukee, Wis. 


Now, we have one from Salt Lake City : 


In my opinion standpipes and fire-escapes are of more service to a fire de- 
partment than aérial trucks, and more especially in a city like Salt Lake, as 
our sidewalks are twenty feet from building to curb throughout the city, 
where a majority of cities have walks but twelve to fourteen feet. This 
evil throws our truck so far in the street and with two sections of poles, 
electric light, telephone, and telegraph, on either side next to the curb, 
makes it impossible to reach our buildings with our ladders from our aérial 
trucks, on account of the width of our sidewalks, and numerous wires from 
the electric light, telephone, and telegraph poles. In many cases we would 
be compelled to run our trucks on the sidewalks to be of any service to us, 
and if it be a large fire, would likely lose them. In my opinion all buildings, 
except such as are used as private residences exclusively, of three or more 
stories in height, should be provided with one or more metallic ladders or 
metallic fire-escapes and standpipes extending from the first story to the 
upper stories of such buildings, and above the roof and on the outer walls, 
with couplings thereon, the same as that used by the Fire Department, and 
in such location and numbers and for such material and construction as the 
inspector of buildings and the chief of the Fire Department may determine ; 
and all buildings more than two stories in height used for manufacturing 
purposes should have one metallic ladder for every twenty-five persons or 
less employed above the second story. And all such fire-escapes should be 
kept in good order at ali times. We are enforcing an ordinance to this effect 
in our city, and I have caused over one hundred notices to be served on 
owners of buildings. 

Yours truly, 
W. A. Sranton, Chief, 


Salt Lake City Fire Department. 


(). Have you ever heard any complaint from any of the men in 
the department as to any dread or fear that they might have of 
electric wires, Mr. Chief? 

A. Well, I have in one or two instances, especially on the water 
tower, where men have been driven off and have said it was im- 
possible to stand on there, on account of the shocks they have re- 
ceived, and have said they didn’t care to get another one. Also 
only a short while ago in this junk-store down here on Purchase 
street, several of the men received shocks, and were very timid 
about going in there until they ascertained what was the real 
cause. A man who gets one of those shocks isn’t apt to jump into 
another one very quick, unless he knows where he is going. 

@. Now, Mr. Chief, what do you do when a second fire breaks 
out, while a large fire is in progress ? 
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A. Well, Mr. Chairman, you mean in what way? 

(). If another alarm is struck when a large fire is in progress — 
that is what I mean. 

A. The first thing I should consider is the location of the box 
and the combustion material located there. I should, if the dis- 
trict chief located in that district was at work at this fire, immedi- 
ately send him to that box. Of course, the action I would take 
would depend mostly on the hazardous nature of the district that 
the box was located in; and in ease of a second alarm I should 
dispatch one or two more district chiefs, and if the fire where I 
was was under control and I thought there was danger of a bad 
fire from the other box I might go wyself, leaving the fire in 
charge of the assistant chief, ‘and send what apparatus I could 
spare from the apparatus I was working on. 

@. Having in mind the surroundings and the location of the 
box? 

A. Yes, sir. A good many boxes will be pulled twenty times a 
year and there will be nothing more dangerous than a kerosene 
lamp or something of that sort. But in the business district it is 
entirely another thing, and there the surroundings would influ- 
ence my action. I would have to take into consideration the 
location of the box and the surroundings. 

@. And that you have made a study of? 

AY, OSs, SIF. 

@. And you would be governed by that? 

A. Entirely. 

@. Well, how do you judge whether second or third alarms are 
needed ? 

A. By the magnitude of the fire upon reaching the scene. 
There have been times where I have given second alarms before 
getting to the fire. Only a short while. ago, soon after the Hecht 
fire, where we had a fire on Purchase street, I stopped the team on 
the way to the fire and gave the second alarm. I could tell that 
it was needed just by looking at the fire before I got there, and I 
gave the third alarm after I got there. There are other times 
that a man may give a second alarm of fire, because it may look 
pretty bad at the time, and by the time the second-alarm apparatus 
arrives the boys have got on to it, killed it, and consequently the 
second-alarm apparatus isn’t needed. It depends entirely upon 
the situation and the magnitude of the fire as it appears to you 
when you first arrive upon the scene. 

@. You frequently ring in the second alarm as a precautionary 
measure ? 

A. In a good many instances; yes, sir. Sometimes a third is 
struck as aprecautionary measure. Fire travels pretty quick some- 
times — you cannot tell where it is going. 

@. Now, Mr. Chief, what is your judgment and your opinion 
of cutting holes in the partition walls of adjoining building ? Have 
you ever “done it? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Would you do it again? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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@. Well, why — what is the theory? 

A. If emergency required I would do it every time. We are 
here for the purpose — or at least I am employed for the purpose 
——of extinguishing the fire, and I am going to extinguish it to the 
best of my ability. We have buildings in the city of Boston five 
or six stories high, and higher, which either at certain times in the 
year or during the year are completely packed from floor to ceil- 
ing. There are times when such buildings get afire and when 
nobody can enter by stairways, with the dense smoke ; there are 
times that you cannot enter from the front or the rear on account 
of the amount of goods that are piled up in them. Our streams 
that strike from the front and rear do not penetrate to the middle 
of the building —it is an impossibility, on account of the number 
of packages or boxes that are stored on the floors. Consequently, 
in order to get at the seat or the heart of the fire, even if you have 
got to break three holes through the wall, you must do it. Take 
a building one hundred feet deep and you have got to get there in 
that way, if you want to extinguish the fire. I can show you a 
building to-day where there have been two or three fires since I 
have been chief engineer, and it is now built, I think, with a six- 
teen-inch wall, and on each floor in the dividing wall is one thick- 
ness of brick for that very purpose, so that you can knock it 
through quickly without having to go through a sixteen-inch wall 
—and that is the Roberts building on Chardon street. The dis- 
trict chief of that district called my attention to it and told me 
that those walls had been arranged in that way when built, for 
the purpose of helping the firemen to get through quickly, it 
being arranged so that they could get at a fire in that way quickly. 

(). So that is the theory, that the cutting of holes is in order to 
get at the seat of the fire, to save property? 

A. Yes, sir. It isn’t required, Mr. Chairman, for a building 
thirty-five or forty feet deep, but where you get a building of one 
hundred to one hundred and twenty-five feet in depth and you can- 
not enter from the front or the rear, something else must be done. 
It isn’t very often that we are required to do it — it is very seldom. 
It only happens once in so often, and then the breach is a very 
smal]l one, but you would think we tore the whole building down 
the way some people talk. 

@. Well, when you start to break a hole, what precautionary 
measure do you take — what are the instructions in that respect to 
the officers in the department? 

A. We always have a stream of water there ready to enter the 
aperture the minute it is broken through, so as to prevent the fire 
coming through into the other building. 

(@. And that hole is put through with the intention of getting at 
the seat of the fire ? 

A. Yes, sir; to get at the middle of the building, where you can- 
not reach it in any other way. 

@. And that hole is put in there with every safeguard and pre- 
cautionary measure being taken before you start? 

A. Always. 
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(). Have a line there ready to put right in? 

A. Always. We never think of breaking a hole through a wall 
unless we have a line there. Of course, it would be a very foolish 
thing to do, because the fire would come through and drive you 
out if you didn’t have something to stop it. 

(@. Now, on how many occasions have you had to do that in 
nine years, chief? 

A. Oh, I don’t think over two or three times at the utmost. 

@. Those two or three times that you have done it, what were 
the results ? 

A. We struck right on to the fire. It was done once in an oil 
store that ran through from Purchase street to Atlantic avenue, 
and it was done at the Clinton-street fire, andI think those are 
the only times I have ever done it. 

@. Except in the Hecht fire? 

A. Well, no; I didn’t do it at the Hecht fire. That was done under 
supervision of Assistant-Chief Regan. Idid it once in the Jordan 
building, that I have spoken to you about. 

@. Then I understand you that your theory is in breaking holes 
to get at the seat of the fire, to stop its spread and to save prop- 
erty? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. Is that what I understand? 

A. Also, in «ddition to that, it is sometimes required where the 
floors have fallen through, and where it isn’t safe to take men in 
through the front or rear to get at the place where the fire is, and 
by doing that we can put a short ladder through this hole right 
down into the fire and extinguish it. By having one man go down 
the ladder with a line of hose, he can handle it down there, and 
do as much execution as twenty or thirty men sometimes, working 
at a stairway or in some place where they are unable to get at the 
seat of the fire. We put a rope down to him, so that we can pull 
him up if necessary. 

@. And you still maintain the position now that you would do 
it again, notwithstanding the criticism that has been made? 

dl. If the emergency required it, I certainly would do it again ; 
yes, sir; I would not hesitate a moment. 

Q. You wouldn’t ask anybody whether you should do it or not? 

A. Not at all. 

@. Mr. Chief, supposing that at a fire you found one of the 
officers, or one of the men who refused to obey orders, was intoxi- 
cated, and it came under your notice, what would you do in that 
case, or in the case of a man who was guilty of any insubordina- 
tion. 

A. Well, I will tell you what I would do with him. 

@. Let us have it. 

A. Suspend him on the spot and report him to the board next 
day, and let them handle him. 

@. Wouldn’t let him remain? 

A. No, he would have no business there. 

(). Now, before I come to one or two fires that I want to talk 
over with you, I want to go back to where we first started. You 
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say that you were an assistant engineer out in the Highland dis- 
trict before you ever became chief ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

(@. Well, now, is that much of a manufacturing district ? 

A. Yes, sir; some portions of. it. 

@. Well, what portions of it? 

A. Itis one of the biggest towns for breweries that you will 
find ina great ways. Then, there is a large carpet manufactory 
there ; there is also the Boston Belting Company, which has one of 
the biggest plants of the kind in the country; there is also the 
Tower Oil Cloth Manufactory, on Simmons street; there are also 
anumber of wooden frame buildings connected with the Old Colony 
Railroad, and there are some twenty-five breweries, immense, ex- 
tensive breweries, too, at that. There is a large number of 
wooden frame buildings that the city owns, a big stable out by 
the Marcella-street Home, the Dennison Tag Company, Scanlan’s 
ereat pianoforte works on George street; there is also the Howard 
& Davis Manufacturing Company there on Norfolk street; also a 
large nail factory, and the Cordage works and buildings for 
storage. Oh, there is lots of stuff you can burn up out there. 

(J. Have there ever been any serious, large fires there? 

A. Not recently; no, sir. 

@. Can you recall any that have ever occurred there? 

A. Well, not that I should call serious fires. Of course, the 
stable fire was quite an extensive fire there lately —and then we 
had this paper concern there one night, off on Ward street, and 
we had the Metropolitan stables—now the West End — at the 
junction of Pynchon and Tremont streets; also had quite a bad 
fire at the Norfolk House stables, now the West End; also quite a 
hard fire at Lenox-street stables, now the West End; and also 
had quite a serious fire at their stables on Washington street op- 
posite Arnold. That is all I can recall at present. 

(). Then, while you were assistant engineer out there you had 
something to do? 

Zi.) Y 68,,.S1r- 

@. Well, it is a district, Mr. Chief, that requires considerable 
attention, by reason of its large manufacturing industries ? 

AS ES SELL lbet ss 

@. And it requires a man of capacity and ability to have charge 
of the district? 

A. Yes, sir, it does. It is quite an extensive district. It 
starts from what is called the old Roxbury line, out through 
Shawmut avenue, clear away out to what is called Egleston 
square, down through Armory street, away around, and also takes 
in Brighton. 

@. Now, do you believe, Mr. Chief, that ninety-six per cent. 
of the fires that occur in Boston could be handled by the Brook- 
line or Quincy Departments separately ? 

A. Well, I don’t know about that. They must have pretty 
good departments if they can do it. 

@. Well, do you know anything about it? 

A, Well, I know they couldn't. 
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QQ. That is the way to put it? 

A. That is the way to put it, when you come right down to it. 

@. You state that from experience and knowledge? 

A. Why, certainly; you know how much apparatus they have 
got there, don’t you? 

@. Yes, I know; I suppose you do? 

A. Well, I think I do. 

@. And you think a man who would make that statement would 
make a good man for fire commisstoner, don’t you? — 

Be oY es: SIT: 

@. Or chief engineer? 

Pie Les, Sil. 

@. And if such a man came to your attention and you were 
chief executive head of the city, you would desire to have him ap- 
pointed as chief of the department or commissioner ? 

A. No, sir, I wouldn’t; I wouldn’t even give him consideration. 

(). Have you ever had any complaints made to you by any citi- 
zens of Boston as to singing in any of the engine-houses— that is, 
singing of a boisterous character ? 

A. Well, I won’t allow it. I did once, twenty years ago, I 
guess. Itis the time that Moody and Sankey were here. I was on 
Engine 14 at that time, and the boys got outside one night and got 
these psalm books and went to singing Moody and Sankey’s hymns. 
I didn’t think there was anything out of the way as far as their 
doing was concerned. Some man, I believe, I don’t know who, 
went and told the board about the singing down at the engine- 
house. One of the commissioners came down and told me about 
it and asked if the men had been singing. I said yes, that they 
were practising some of Moody and Sankey’s psalms. He’ asked 
me if that was all. I said, ‘‘ yes.” He said, ‘‘ We were told a 
different story.” I said, ‘‘I can’t help what you were told. ‘You 
can bring the man down here, or you can ask any of the rest of 
the men about it;” and I went to work and showed him the 
psalm books, the psalms that they were singing, and he felt satis- 
fied and said, ‘* All right.” 

@. Who was the chief ? 

A. I think it was William A. Green at that time. That was 
Mr. Chamberlain who came there — David Chamberlain, who was 
commissioner at that time. I haven’t heard any other complaint 
since, with the exception that the board issued orders that all 
new appointees should instruct themselves in playing the bugle, 
become musicians, and they used to blow the bugles at Engine 
House 26 at various times during the day, and the people opposite, 
who were selling pianos, and showing the tones of them, seemed 
to think that it interfered with their notes, and they came in and 
spoke to me and asked me if it couldn’t be arranged so that these 
men could play the bugles at some other time besides during their 
business hours. So I brought the matter before the board and 
they made arrangements for a different hour, outside of business 
hours, for them to play these bugles. That is the only complaint 
I have ever heard except the one about singing Moody and Sankey’s 
hymns. 
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@. You are stationed in Engine 26 — your headquarters are 
there? 

A. Night quarters; yes, sir. 

@. Now, during the past two years, have you ever heard any 
singing in your house that would lead any citizen to make a com- 
plaint —- that is. singing of a boisterous character, as though the 
men had been drinking and carousing? 

A. No, sir; I would not be there and allow any such thing as 
that; if I thought the men were in any way boisterous or were 
doing anything out of the way. 

@. Have you ever heard any lond singing there, in the neighbor- 
hood, Mr. Chief ? 

A. Well, I can sit in my office and hear them sing. 

Q. Where? 

A. In Adams School and in Chickering Hall. They frequently 
have singing in Chickering Hall and also in the theatre. And 
the windows outlooking upon the engine-house, the dressing- 
rooms of the Boston Theatre, are directly over my office, and 
along in the warm weather you can hear all the singing you want 
there in all directions. 

Q. Well, have you ever heard it yourself? 

A. Why, yes, sir; I tell you I have heard it. That is what I 
meant to, tell you, that I have heard it frequently. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Chief, will you kindly name to this com- 
mittee some of the large fires where you have commanded during 
the time that you have been chief engineer of the department? 

A. Well, I guess I have commanded at about the whole of 
them, with the exception of the last Lincoln-street fire and the 
Tremont Temple fire. I went all through the ’72 fire as fore- 
man, and I went through the ’73 fires and all other fires under 
Damrell, as an officer. 

@. Well, now, will you tell this committee, as there have been 
some comments made about the fire in the Webster building on 
Summer street, in regard to that? 

A. Well, it is pretty hard to go back, Mr. Chairman, and fight 
these fires over five or six years afterwards. At the time of the 
fire I didn’t impress my mind with any particular thing to carry in 
my head. 

@. Did that fire get outside the building where it started? 

A. No, sir; come to think, as far as my memory will carry me 
back to the Webster-building fire, it started somewhere in the rear, 
close to an elevator, and went up through this elevator in the rear 
and then to the different floors, and there was a passenger elevator, 
if my memory serves me right, in the middle of the building which 
also carried the fire up, and it extended to the front and up the 
stairways. I know at that time that we made several attempts to 
get up the stairway and it was impossible, and the fire was fought 
from the outside until such time as we could extinguish it to that 
extent that we could get inside over the ladders. But it was con- 
fined to the building in which it originated, as far as I remember. 

Q. Well, now, comment was made here by some one of the un- 
derwriters that at that fire, where they were playing in the win- 
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dow, or were playing from a position taken on the outside, the 
water didn’t reach the seat of the fire, that it kept flowing right 
down the stairway back on to the street, that it didn’t get into 
the seat of the fire. 

A. Where was that played from — opposite a window or from 
the sidewalk, or where? 

@. I think it was in the front — do you know what the condi- 
tion of that building on the interior was, how the merchandise was 
arranged there? 

A. No; I don’t remember. 

Q. Cannot recall it? 

A. Naturally, water put into any window would come down the 
stairways and on to the sidewalk again, unless the floors are very 
open, when it will find its way down through the floors and then 
into the basement. But with tight floors it will work its way down 
the stairways. ‘That water may have come from the rear, for all 
he knew, too. 

@. Did the fire in the Sears building get outside the building in 
which it originated ? 3 

A. No, sir; my attention was first called to the Sears-building 
fire in this way: there was a small fire there one afternoon, I 
think in a little cigar-store in the basement, and we bad to cut 
away the sheathing on the side to get at the fire, and the district 
chief called my attention at that time to show me a space, an 
area space extending back of the partition wall there, and I looked 
up through there and saw a space eight or nine feet wide, and 
came to the conclusion that if that building ever got afire it would 
go pretty quick. The day the Sears building got afire, if I re- 
member aright, was the morning when we had tbe fire down at the 
North End where we lost several lives, and upon our arrival at 
the Sears building the fire had gone up through the elevators. 
When I got there it had gone up through the elevator at the cen- 
tral door from Court street, had also gone up the front stairway, 
and also up the air-shaft in the rear, adjoining Young’s Hotel; 
and that is the time, if my memory serves me right, when a woman 
washing or scrubbing the floors discovered the fire and notified the 
janitor of it; and he went up Washington street, School street, 
down City Hall square to the police station, told the policeman 
that a fire was there, and the policeman put on his hat and coat 
and walked down and gave the alarm — and the fire alarm was 
located directly opposite the building. I think that is the time 
when that was done, causing a delay in giving the alarm. It is 
rather hard to remember those things unless something occurs that 
will bring your memory back and call your attention to certain 
things that occurred at the time. If 1 made a memorandum of 
every fire I went to, and what I did there, I would have a book 
bigger than an encyclopeedia. : 

@. Now, the last fire you attended, Mr. Chief, was the Hecht 
fire, was it? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Of any importance? 
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A. No, sir; the last fire I attended was at the storehouse down 
here on Foster’s wharf. 

@. Well, you were at the Hecht-building fire? 

A. Yes, sir; I was. 

@. Now, Mr. Chief, when did you arrive there? 

A. Well, I should say it was about eight minutes or nine minutes 
after the alarm struck. 

(). Did you start on the first alarm? 

WAAAY. eS, USit? 

(@). And when you arrived there, what did you find? 

A. After I arrived there the first man I met to have any con- 
versation with was District Chief Abbott, and he told me he had 
given the second alarm, and I stopped at the box where my team 
stopped and gave the third alarm, and the water tower at that time 
was standing at the corner of Summer street and Federal street. 
I ordered it to the front of the building. 

@. The front of the Hecht-building ? 

Ali Yes; sir; 

@. On Federal street? 

A. Yes, sir; on Federal street. We had a good deal of diffi- 
culty in raising it on account of the amount of snow that was 
shovelled off the sidewalk and piled on to the street, and in getting 
it in between the wires,— that is, the tip part of it,—and after 
we got her located and got her to work, the word came to me that 
they needed lines around on the side where the annex was, the 
storehouse side. The fire was working through there. I imme- 
diately sent District Chief Mullen there and sent what lines re- 
ported to me, as fast as they came, and he hadn’t been working 
there but a short time when Captain Ryan, I think it was, came 
to me —I heard the wall go—and told me the wall had fallen in 
and buried up Chief Mullen and several other men. I immediately 
went to that place at the archway, and one of the first [ met was 
Chief Mullen coming out, and three or four other firemen with 
hats in their hands and more or less battered up with the débris, 
cement, and plaster, and I asked District Chief Mullen if every- 
body was out and all right. He said they were. When this wall 
came over it buried every available line that I had to work on that 
side, and while we were breaking the lines the fire had extended 
into the old water-works building and to the building on this side. 
I immediately ordered the lines to come out on the street and the 
pipes put on to them, and put them to work there, and after every- 
thing was all right and I got those lines straightened out I went 
to the front of the building again, and the water tower was stand- 
ing there without anybody manipulating it whatever. I asked the 
nan who was standing on the street what the trouble was, why he 
wasn’t up there. He said he had received three or four shocks 
and he couldn’t stand it, and I looked up and saw lots of wires 
hanging then over the tower. She was still working, though. 
At that time District Chief Cheswell came to me and said, 
‘¢ Chief, the fire is in the buildings back here on Summer street.” 
I immediately told him to go back and get what lines he could, 
and also told District Chief Abbott, who was there at that time, 
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to take what lines he had to spare from the front of the building 
also on to Summer street, and I immediately sent my messenger 
to send an order for four additional engines and the second water- 
tower immediately after they got the first tower to work. It came 
around there on to Summer street and they went to put it up, and 
met with an accident and broke the pipe off and disabled it for 
some half hour or so. On reaching Summer street, Superin- 
tendent Abbott of the Protective Department told me there was 
fire on the first floor of the Constant building. I got Engine 22’s 
line and put that in there and put out what fire there was, and 
one of the district chiefs came to me and said there was fire 
in the basement, and he took a line to the basement and put out 
what fire there was there. I then ordered Chief Cheswell to try 
to take lines up into the buildings, but he came to me and reported 
that be couldn’t do it. 

@. What buildings are you talking about? 

A. The Constant and Preston on Summer street. Conse- 
quently we had to make a street fight, and I sent for what spare 
ladders I could get and scared up others, and had the Hayes 
ladder brought, among others; took the Hayes ladder and tried 
to get lines tothe upper story, and met with an accident; had to 
take it down and send to the shop to be repaired. Finally got 
some extension ladders and other ladders and got up into the 
building. By that time the floors had gone in. 

®. Well, do you know whether Mr. District Chief Cheswell, 
before he had come to you and informed you that the buildings on 
Summer street were afire, had placed aline of hose in there or 
not? | 

A. He had lines on the roof adjoining these two buildings, 
and playing over into the Hecht building, and on this other build- 
ing adjoining the two, there were also lines of hose playing over 
in there on the two buildings — adjoining these two buildings — 
the Constant and Preston. 

@. You didn’t go to the rear, where there was so much talk 
about this areaway ? 

A. I had sent my messenger as much as three or four times to 
the rear, to ascertain from Assistant Chief Regan how he was 
getting along and what progress he was making, and my messen- 
ger had passed these buildings on Summer street every time he 
went. He went and came back that way, and the first intimation 
I had of any fire in those buildings was when Cheswell came to 
me. 

@. Now, as the chief of the department would you criticise Mr. 
Abbott or Mr. Cheswell for not going to the Summer-street build- 
ings before they went to the building that was on fire? 

A. No, sir. 

@. You believe that it is good judgment to always go to where 
the seat of the fire is? 

A. I knew they were attending to their duty and were in a 
good location. 

@. Well, wouldn’t that be where you would go immediately 
upon an alarm coming in — you would find out where the fire was, 
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what building it was in, proceed there at once, and then take in 
the surroundings ? 
A. The most disastrous point I should take, where the most 
danger lay. 
@. Of course you read the fire marshal’s report, Mr. Webber? 
A. Well, not thoroughly; I did not. 
Q. ‘That letter from the fire marshal which has been before 
this committee was sent to you personally? 
Yes, sir; came by mail. 
From Mr. Whitcomb ? 
From Mr. Whitcomb. 
The fire marshal? 
Yes, sir; signed with his own signature and addressed to 
m 
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Do you know if anything could have been done by any of 
the distr ict chiefs to have stopped any part of the spread of that 
fire at the Hecht building? 

A. Not unless they had known of this area —they might have 
taken advantage of that. That is the only place. I would have 
reason to suppose that those men there and the men on the roof 
of those adjoining buildings could have seen if the fire was work- 
ing that way, but my impression is that when the wall came over 
is the time that it brought the fire into those buildings, because at 
the time when I went into this lower floor of the Constant building 
there was a large area of lights of glass overhead, and this wall 
had come down through and had come into the office there and 
down through into the basement, and it is very evident that that 
is what brought the fire down in there. Now, when that wall 
came over the question arises if the flame did not ignite these 
buildings? But it doesn’t seem, according to the fire marshal’s 
report, that those buildings could have been afire in eight minutes 
after the alarm was given, for the simple reason that in that case 
somebody must have discovered that there was a fire in those build- 
ings there, from the outside, from the roofs, from that neighbor- 
hood, or from the street in some way. 

@. What was the condition of the Hecht building when you ar- 

rived there? 

A. At the time I arrived there, the building was doomed, 
practically doomed. It was impossible for a man to enter. I even 
went to work and took a line that was in the basement and drew 
it out and tried to enter from the front of the street, but the heat 
had exploded the glass and it blew out and the whole building 
was one mass of flames, jumping from floor to floor as quick as 
that — there was no saving the Hecht building. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpny.) The accusation has been 
made here, chief, that the men under your command, when they 
go to work at a fire, go to work more like a mob than an army? 

A. I have failed to see anything of that kind, where they have 
acted like a mob at any time or any place. 

@. Well, to give the exact words, ‘* Too much like a mob and 
too little like an army.” 
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A. Well, some people might term it that way, but I think our 
men have gone to work at fires as systematically as other depart- 
ments I have seen at work at fires, and with less noise and less 
boisterousness than I have seen at other places. 

@. You have men in the companies, men who are detailed to 
take the pipe, who line up on the hose? 

A. Yes, sir; each company captain is supposed to be at the 
pipe and the lieutenant’s duty is to take care of the line, and if 
anything occurs to attend to it immediately. 

@. I suppose it lies in the power of the captain of each com- 
pany and that it is a part of his duty to drill the men each day to 
take certain positions — that is, as regards the handling of the im- 
plements ? 

A. Yes, sir; the implements, the pipes — handling the lines, 
and so on. 

@. And it is the same way in the ladder companies? 

A. Yes, sir; they have ladder-men, axe-men, and dog-men. 

@. What is the duty of the dog-men? 

A. Jt is their gULy, to fasten the ladder at the top, so that it 
won't slip. 

@. And it is the same with the others — they each have cer- 
tain duties to perform? 

A. The axe-man, the minute the ladder is dogged, goes over the 
ladder and ventilates, and the man with the hose follows him right 
up. 

@. Of course, it is a necessity to give orders and to talk loudly 
when you are giving the orders to the men? 

A. Yes, sir; sometimes when the engines are working you have 
to holler pretty loud and then they cannot hear sometimes. Some- 
times they have to send a man down to know what is wanted. 

@. But as a matter of fact, the work is done with the least 
possible amount of noise? 

A. That is our intention. We have no hollering, don’t make 
any more noise than is necessary. 

(). You have seen other departments working? 

A. Yes, sir; 1 have. 

(). And you have seen any of them working more like an army 
and less like a mob than the Boston Fire Department? 

A. I haven’t seen anything like an army about any of them. 
Each man goes to work to attend to his duty. 

@. That is, to sum the matter up, so far as it is possible to do 
the work properly, bite men are governed by rules and regulations 
in the service ? 

A. That is it. 

@. And upon all other occasions they have got to act as the 
emergency demands? 

A. Exactly. 

@. Every man has his place as far as possible? 

A. As far as you can designate it. 

@. In regard to that area, do you understand what areaway is 
meant, what areaway has been referred to there between ‘the 
Summer-street buildings and the Hecht building ? 
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A. J understand what it means. 

@. Do I understand you to say that when Captain Cheswell 
reported to you, you didn’t know whether they had lines on the 
Summer-street buildings or not? 

A. I knew they had. lines on adjoining buildings, but whether 
inside these buildings or not I didn’t know. 

He has testified here to that fact? 

I haven’t seen that testimony. I was away. I am giving 
my testimony, as far as that goes. 

You have been off duty how long now, chief? 

I think five weeks last Monday. 

And under leave of absence from the board? 

Yes, sir. 

For sickness — brought on by what? 

Two severe colds, one contracted, and then another on top 


— 


© 
mb 


KOE ROLRORO 


Contracted in the line of service? 

Yes, sir. The last fire I attended to amount to anything 
was down at Foster-wharf warehouse, and I was sick then and 
finally had to give up; was threatened with pneumonia and had 
bronchial trouble and rheumatic and pleurisy fever. 

@. How many alarms did you answer in the month of January— 
how many fires? 

I couldn’t tell you. 

There were roughly 147, were there not? 

I couldn’t tell you, couldn’t keep track of it. 
You answer all first alarms in the city proper ? 
In the city proper; yes, sir. 

And that runs to where? 

Northampton street, to the water line. 

And you answer all second alarms? 

Yes, sir; all second alarms. 

All second alarms in all portions of the city, and third alarms 
ever ywhere ? 

A. Yes, sir. Of course, in answering alarms I govern myself 
largely according to the locality of the box. 

(). And probably of the one hundred and forty-seven alarms in 
that month eighty or ninety were in the city proper? 

A. Somewhere around that neighborhood. 

@. You have been absent south by orders of your doctor ? 

A... Yes, isi. 

@. And have returned here to attend this hearing at the request 
of the board and committee ? ‘ 

A. I was advised by my physician to remain away until about 
the middle of April, and while I feel decently well at the present 
time, still I haven’t lost my bronchial trouble and am also troubled 
with the left lung; but I felt anxious to come here, and the board 
seemed to think I ought to come and give what testimony I had 
here to this committee, and I really have come home for that 
purpose only, sooner than I ought to have come. 

@. What I wantto get at is this: You come home after a severe 
sickness practically against the orders of your doctor? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

The CHairman. — Well, we would have kept it open, you 
know, if the commissioners said so, until you did come back. Of 
course, we are glad to close it up. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) Have you any suggestions to make 
from your own knowledge that would improve the efficiency of 
the department at the present time otber than what you have 
stated — the taking down of the wires and the addition of a 
fireboat? Are there any other pieces of apparatus that you would 
suggest? 

A. Yes, sir; I would like to see one more engine located down 
in the vicinity of Commercial street and Clinton, down in there. 
It has already been asked for, but has never been granted on 
account of lack of funds. 

@. What do you say about the department, the entire depart- 
ment being placed on a permanent basis? 

A. I say amen to it—let us have it right away. 

@. It ought to be dene? 

A. Yes, sir; by all means. 

@. Have you ever had occasion to find any fault or make any 
complaint as to your fire-alarm system ? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Have you ever had any comments made as to the number 
of pieces of apparatus to go to any one box or boxes, as being 
too many? 

A. I have made out the running cards in this department 
myself. 

Commissioner Murrenuy. — I would like to ask the chief, while 
he is on the stand, to explain in regard to the capacity of the 
engines in the service. I do that because the assertion has been 
made that there were too many three hundred and fifty gallon 
engines in the Boston Fire Department. The statement was made 
on hearsay evidence, and there was no other evidence in regard to 
it, and I desire to have the facts presented through the chief. 

The CHarrMan. — Has he got the record here? 

Commissioner Murrny. — Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. — Is that a correct record? 

Commissioner Murrpuy. — Yes, sir. I would like to ask the 
chief to put that evidence in verbally, if he may be allowed to 
do so. 

Chief Wepper. — Six engines of 1,000 gallons capacity ; two of 
900 gallons ; nineteen of 700 gallons; sixteen of 630 gallons; six 
of 561 gallons ; ten of 521 gallons ; and a fire-boat of 6,500 gallons, 
per minute. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpnuy.) ‘That is on the basis of how 
many revolutions per minute? 

A. Three hundred, I think it is. 

Commissioner Murrny. — That is the average rate per minute 
—300. The makers rate the engines at 400 revolutions per 
minute, making them one-third larger in capacity. We rate them 
at a working capacity of 300 revolutions. 
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@. (By the Cuarrman.) Now, I will ask you, Mr. Chief, if 
you recommend making any changes in the number of pieces 
of apparatus that go to any box or boxes in the business dis- 
trict? 

A. No, sir; I have got a new running card now that is pretty 
nearly ready to come out. It has been submitted to several of 
the district chiefs and approved by them, and they feel perfectly 
satisfied, and so we are a unit as regards the number of pieces of 
apparatus to respond to each alarm. It would have been probably 
printed and out in service at this time if I hadn’t been taken sick 
and had to go away, and it is now upon my desk, waiting to 
be looked over and approved of and then sent to the com- 
missioners. 

@. Do you know whether there is any increase or decrease from 
the last running card? 

A. At some of the boxes there is a decrease, but I don’t think 
there is any increase at any of the boxes on first alarms. There 
probably is on second and third alarm, and it also constitutes a 
fourth alarm and provides for special calls outside of that. 

@. You have had nothing whatever to do with the purchase of 
any of the supplies of the department ? 

A, Nomore than you have, and that is very little. I have 
never had anything to do with that. It is entirely in the hands of 
the board. I couldn’t buy a five-cent candle for the department 
without first getting an order from the Board of Fire Commission- 
ers and the signature of Chairman Fitch. 

@. You don’t know the price paid by the board to Mr. 
Shepard for sheets and pillow-slips ? 

A. I didn’t know they bought any there. 

Q. Didn’t? 

A. No, sir; that is another matter they attend to. I don’t 
know what they pay for pillow-slips. 

@. Do you know whether they buy any there or not? 

A. I don’t know; probably they don’t. 

@. How is the water service now throughout the city —is there 
any suggestion you have to make as to increasing the size of the 
pipes ? 

A. The only place we have had any trouble was at a fire we had 
on Congress street on the other side of the bridge. We were in 
lack of a water supply there, and I mentioned to the district chief 
to send in a communication asking for an additional water-supply. 
He has done so, and it has been before the Water Board, and they 
have increased it to some extent, but not to what it really ought 
to be yet. 

@. On Congress street, the other side of the bridge? 

A. Yes, sir; that is over in the South Boston district. 

Q. (By Mr. O’Brien.) Mr. Chief, have you ever had any 
complaints from any sources as to the bursting of hose —that is, 
hose bursting when it should not, perhaps? 

A. You mean complaints from whom ? 

@. Complaints from any source, either from men under your 
command or from citizens whose property was injured? 
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A. No, sir; the only complaints I have heard of are what I 
have read through the press, but individually I have not; no, sir. 
@. From any individuals whose property has been damaged ? 

Am No, sir. 

Q. Well, what do you think of the hose the Fire Department 
uses, that it is of good goal ye 

A. Ido; yes, sir. 

Q. You think it is as good as aia be obtained ? 

wiv 1.d0, ‘sir: 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) Now, Mr. Chief, some criticisms and 
comments have been made about your associations or relations 
with a man named Willis. Do you know Mr. Willis pretty well? 

A. I do, sir; very well. 

@. How long have you known him? 

A. I have known him for a good many years. 

@. You knew him when he was chief of the Fire Department at 
Pittsfield ? 

A. Yes, sir; long before he ever went into business at all. I 
was a very intimate friend of his and he of mine before he ever 
went into business or had any notion of going into business. 

@. And your acquaintance dates back long before you were the 
chief engineer of the Fire Department? 

A. No, sir; it was after I became chief that I became ac- 
quainted with him. 

@. And he was then chief of the Pittsfield Fire Department? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And you have met him the same as you meet all the other 
chiefs at all the conventions and other places? 

A. I met him at Engine-house 26. Assistant Chief Regan was 
the man who introduced me to him. 

@. Well, you have met him, of course, the same as you have 
met all the other chiefs, in conventions or wherever you have been? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. You have never even gone so far as to make any recom- 
mendation to the board as to the kind or character of hose they 
should buy? 

A. Not the slightest. 

(. You don’t believe it is any part of your duty? 

A. No, sir; nothing to do with it. 

Q. Now, notwithstanding the criticisms which have been made, 
and which you have read, you haven’t severed your social rela- 
tions with Mr. Willis yet? 

A. No, and I never should. He has got to sever them with 
me before I do with him. ‘That is the way I want to stick to a 
man that is a friend of mine. 


Statement by Districr Curer CuEswE Lt, recalled. 


@. (By the Cuarrman.) Captain, of course your testimony is 
here, and you were at the Hecht fire. I will come right to the 
point I want to get at. Now, when you arrived at the fire, as I 
understand your testimony, you reported immediately to the front 
of the building where the fire was? 
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A. I did, on Federal street. 

@. That is the custom of district chiefs, to go right where the 
seat of the fire is? 

A. Certainly. 

@. And whoever is therein command, in charge of the district, 
if the chief is not there you take your commands from him, or he 
would from you if it were in your district ¢ 

A. Certainly. 

@. Now, you met District Chief Abbott, if I understand your 
testimony aright — if I state it wrongly you may correct me — and 
he told you to go where? 

A. He said ‘For God’s sake, Bill, go up on Summer street.” 
Those were his words. 

@. And you went? 

swe CScc8ir, 

@. And you went to that fire on the first alarm? 

F2 Bet Bratt Be 

@. And were there before the second alarm was pulled ? 

A. I don’t know as to that, only that I was there as soon as 
my horse could bring me there. 

@. It didn’t take vou more than four minutes to get there, and 
the second alarm was pulled eight minutes after the first —is that 
true? 

A. I was there inside of four minutes. 

@. Then, if you were there inside of four minutes and the first 
alarm was pulled at 8.22 and the second alarm at 8.30, you.must 
have been there before the second alarm? 

A, Undoubtedly. | 

@. Now, when you were told to go around on to Summer 
street, Mr. Cheswell, will you tell me where you went and what 
you did, and how long it was —as I understand your testimony, 
of course, you have got to approximate — before you had a line 
of hose into the Constant or Preston building? 

A. When he gave me orders to go to Summer street I went up 
to Summer street and the two buiidings, the iron front and the 
building towards Federal street, were alive with smoke. I looked 
for apparatus to put a stream on that fire, and there was nothing 
available other than a hose-wagon that stood immediately across 
the street from the iron-front building. I ordered my driver to 
take that hose-wagon — there was no driver with it at the time — 
ordered him to jump on that wagon and drive to the engine at the 
corner of South and Summer streets and immediately run that line 
down to this iron building, and I put the pipe on myself, and me 
and this driver took the pipe and got the water up there and then 
others came to assist us. ‘There were other members then that 
caught hold of it —— I made them take hold of the pipe and relieve 
me, and I immediately reported to the chief engineer in front of 
the Hecht building on Federal street and told him the fire had got 
into the buildings on Summer street and I wanted lines there, and 
he immediately sent Engine 8’s line, I suppose, because I met 
it going up Summer street when I returned. I immediately di- 
rected them where I wanted them to put the pipe, and they im- 
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mediately went to work from the front on the iron-front building. 
The way I looked at that was, that I didn’t want it to get to the 
buildings next above on Summer street. I wanted to stop it in 
that buildings which it was already in, so that it wouldn’t get into 
other buildings. 

@. And that was accomplished ? 

A. Yes, sir; and after we got lines there and I got spare lines 
I had them taken to the roof of this adjoining building and 
played on the buildings. 

@. Well, now, Mr. Chief, from the time that you had got the 
alarm, what should you state was the number of minutes before 
you had a line into those buildings? 

A. Well, sir, I didn’t take the time by watch. 

(). No, but you can come pretty near. 

Al. I have considered the matter since the thing occurred and I 
am positive that it was inside of 9 minutes that I had a stream of 
water playing on the building on Summer street, and when the 
water went on the iron-front building it was one mass of flames. 

@. (By Commissioner Murpny.) Which building is that? 

A. The iron front is the Constant, I believe. 

@. (By the CHairman.) And you had a line in there? 

A. I had a line playing on that fire. 

@. (By Chief Wresser.) Not in the building? 

A. Not in the building, because there was too much fire for the 
men to go in there. 

@. J understood you to say in the building? 

A. When I first got the stream of water, I went in the doorway 
and played up the stairway, and from the way fire was coming 
down in a waterfall over the stairway when we were there it 
looked as if fire was through the whole building, through the front. 

@. (By the Cuairman.) You must have been one of the par- 
ties whom some gentleman here testified to as seeing going towards 
that building with a line of hose, and not the chief? 

A. Yes, sir, it was me. 

@. You had hold of the pipe yourself ? 

Yi ee, Sirs. did. 

@. With your own man? 

A. see Bits redid: 

One of the witnesses here stated in evidence that he thought 
it was the chief ? 

A. The reason why I did it was because we didn’t have men on 
that side available. I got men there just as quick as I possibly 
could. 

@. That is all, Mr. Cheswell. 

A. My driver is here to corroborate my statements, if you wish 
to hear him. 

(By Commissioner Murpyy.) You got your line of hose on 
just as soon as you could? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And then you went to report to the chief? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. It was after you got the line on that you went to report to 
the chief to get more apparatus? 


132 APPENDIX. 


A. Yes, sir. 

{). (By Commissioner Fircu.) You stated that it was nine min- 
utes, as near as you could estimate; what does that nine minutes 
date from? 

A. From the alarm, from the time I started from my home 
when I got the alarm. 

@. And you think it was not over nine minutes from the time 
you started from the house before you had a line on the fire? 

A. Before we played a stream on the Summer-street building, 
the iron-front building. 

(@. And in nine minutes, when that stream was on the fire, the 
flames were coming down in a waterfall over that stairway? . 

A. Yes, sir; from the second story to the street floor. 

@. (By Commissioner Murrny.) That was the Constant 
building, the building without the shutters? 

A. The iron-front building, facing on Summer street — I don’t 
know the name of it, sir. 

@. (By Commissioner Fircu.) Well, it was next to these 
upper buildings on Summer street, and you were trying to protect 
the upper buildings? 

AY Gayaait ; determined to make the fight there so that it 
would nor enter any of those buildings — that is the idea.. 


Statement by Henry W. AvDAms. 


@. (By the Cuarrman.) What is your full name? 
A. Henry W. Adams. 

@. And you are a member of the Boston Fire Department? 
WAT) C6, Sits 

@. And in what capacity ? 

A. Hoseman, assigned as driver to Chief Cheswell. 
@. Now, you were at the Hecht fire? 

Ba MS Ma Peel cae 

@. Did you drive District Chief Cheswell there ? 
A, Y és, sir. 

Q. 


And you agree with him that you went there pretty quick 

— that it was a clear street with nothing to stop you? 

ASEY 68, SITs 

@. Had no delays? 

A. None at all. 

(). Now, you agree with him as to about the time it took you 
to get there—three or four minutes? 

AD Ba site 

@. Well, you jumped on to a hose carriage ? 

A. A carriage that was standing on Summer street; yes, sir. 

@. And drove it and hitcbed on to the engine stationed at the 
corner of South and Summer streets? 

Al ey Cay Bir 

@. How, long Mr. Adains, did it take you to go over there and 
get back with your line? 

A. Well, from the time I left my wagon I should think it was 
about three or four minutes until I got back. 

@. Until you got back to the building with the line? 
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Mii Veal sir: 

@. And you went on to the stairway, or into the doorway of 
that Constant building, the iron building? 

Bl oe 68; S10: 

Q. With the chief? 

Mieruy es ,.sir- 

@. And you remained there while he went off to get help? 

A. No, sir; I went part way across the street when he went 
off. 

Q. Well, why? 

A. It was too hot for me to stay there. 

@. And you agree with him that the fire was coming down the 
stairway in ‘that building when you got there? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. And that was within nine minutes after the time you 
started there when you had a stream in the entryway of that 
building ? 

A. Between eight and nine minutes. 


Statement by Commisstoner Fitcu, recalled. 


@. (By the Cuarrman.) Are there any of the commissioners 
who have ever seen any of the reports made by the National Board 
of Underwriters? 

Commissioner Frrcu.— I have. 

@. (By the Cuatrman.) Have you got some of them? 

A. Yes, sir; I have got some extracts. 

@. Well, let us have them? 

A. The National Board of Fire Underwriters, Mr. Chairman, 
employ a general inspector for the whole country. 

@. And this is the evidence that I asked you to produce a few 
days ago? 

MA epy 28; (sir: 

Q). If it could be got at? 

A. Yes, sir; this is some of the evidence and we have been able 
to find a few salient extracts from the general evidence. 

@. Well, let us have it. 

A. This inspector examines a great many things, I have been 
able to get hold of a few extra cts with reference to Boston and 
also a few bearing upon the same matters, similar matters, in ref- 
erence to several other cities. Statements have been made here 
so frequently that the reason for this investigation was that the 
results were unsatisfactory, that perhaps it is well to present a 
comparison of the conditions in several cities, which might lead to 
the results experienced in different cities. 

Alderman Witt in the chair. 

@. (By the Cuarr.) Read them. 

A. I have made a few extracts in reference to the city of Bos- 
ton. The inspector has blanks covering these various questions, 
which he is furnished with, and I believe in his examination the 
questions which are asked in regard to Beston are the same as 
those asked in regard to all cities : 
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‘¢ @. How situated in reference to fire hazard and liability to 
general conflagrations ? 

“4. There will always be a liability to a sweeping conflagration 
in that part of the city called the city proper, from the f: vet that 
real estate being so valuable every inch of available territory is 
built on, the great number of narrow lanes and alleys in this dis- 
trict, upon which high buildings are erected, and which during 
the night-time are rarely entered, gives opportunity for fires to 
attain oreat headway before being discovered, and makes it much 
harder for firemen to operate. If a fire should start in the Boston 
Theatre, adjoining which is the Bijou Theatre, both on Wash- 
ington street and in the rear of which is a large stable, at the time 
of a brisk wind, the chances for a sweeping conflagration would 
be first class. ‘There are other localities about as bad,” — prob- 
ably other localities a good deal worse, but he was located in that 
vicinity and he knew more about that the week he was here. * 

@. That was his opinion after an investigation of the city 
proper? 

A. That is his opinion after an investigation of the conditions 
here in Boston. 

@. (By Chief Wresser.) That is his regular fire report? 

A. Yes, sir. That is a part of his report, and in this be is 
acting as the confidential servant of the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters. 

@. (By the Cuarr.) And they sent him here for that purpose, 
to investigate and report as he found it? 

A. Yes, sir; in reference to the fire hazard of the city of 
Boston. . 

The next question is: ‘‘ Character and general height of build- 
ings in business district ? | 

‘¢ A. Character of buildings in city proper not very good ; 
the building district extends, many old dwelling-houses are al- 
tered into stores. In business district, buildings that have been 
put up for business purposes are good. Height from.six to eight 
stories.” 

The next question is in regard to streets in the city proper: 

‘‘ A. In the city proper the streets are very narrow, 30 to 40 
feet wide at the most; there are alarge number not more than from 
10 to 12 feet wide; there are also passageways where no vehicle 
can penetrate. 

‘¢(@. Is there a stringent law regulating building construction. 
and is it rigidly enforced? 

Or iN There i is a building law which is good in some respects, but 
defective in others. ‘The “puilding laws are carefully looked after 
by ex-chief John S. Damrell, who most rigidly enforces them as 
far as it is in his power, but the law is deficient in regard to a 
proper division of fire walls; as it now exists an entire square 
could be built without any intervening wall.” This is the year 
1890 — the law has been now revised and is a little better than it 
was then, three years ago, nearly —three years next summer. 
‘‘In the special report upon the great fire of Nov. 28, 1889, 
speaking of the Brown, Durrell & Co. building the fire marshal 
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says: ‘It was the largest building in the city of Boston without 
partition walls, the inside area of the lower floor being over 
23,000 square feet; although when erected, eight years ago, it 
was built in strict conformity to the building laws in force at that 
time, and which, so far as they would affect the division of the 
building by such walls, are still in effect at the present time.’ 
This is a matter which I think should be remedied as soon as 
possible. It is the opinion of a great many who were present at 
that fire, that if inside iron shutters had been on many of the 
buildings destroyed, the fire might have been confined to much 
smaller limits, and it is my opinion that much may be done to 
prevent the spread of a conflagration by the introduction of such 
preventatives. The building laws are defective in this respect, 
from the fact that in section 95 of chapter 375 provision is made 
for placing such shutters on buildings where the streets are less 
than twenty feet in width only. Provision ought to be made for 
the placing of such shutters upon buildings” of any character, 
without reference to the width of the street, under the direction of 
competent authority. 

‘©. What kind of discipline is enforced ? 

‘¢ A. Asfar as I could ascertain the discipline appeared to be 
good; the company quarters, which I visited in company with 
Chairman Fitch, Commissioner Murphy, and Chief Webber, were 
in excellent condition ; others that I visited without any introduc- 
tion also presented a neat and cleanly appearance. 

**@. Does the department do patrol duty to familiarize the men 
with the character and condition of important buildings? 

‘** A. Yes. The district chiefs of the department inspect all 
buildings in their respective districts, and acquaint themselves 
from time to time with the condition of all buildings used for mer- 
cantile or manufacturing purposes. In addition, section 9 of 
chapter 374 of the statutes provides as follows: ‘ The assistant 
inspectors of buildings shall attend all fires occurring in the dis- 
tricts to which they are respectively assigned, and report to the 
chief or assistant engineer of the Fire Department present, all in- 
formation they may have relative to the construction and condi- 
tion of the premises on fire, and also any such information 
relating to the adjoining buildings.’ 

‘¢@. In what respects is the Fire Department deficient in equip- 
ment of service? 

‘¢ A. The Fire Department is deficient in some important points : 
one of which is in the matter of the employment of what are 
known as call men who report at fires. There are one hundred 
and seventy-nine of these men, every one of whom should be em- 
ployed as permanent. ‘There are other deficiencies in regard to the 
number of companies, but an increase to a considerable extent is 
being now provided for.” There were thirty-four engine com- 
panies then, when he made this report, and there are forty-two at 
the present time in active service, an increase of nearly twenty- 
five per cent. 

**@. What recommendations to perfect it were made by the 
inspector? 
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‘¢ 4, Norecommendations were made by the inspector, as a great 
many improvements are now under way.” The concluding clause 
in his report — of course, it is too long to quote in full—is as 
follows: ‘* So far as I could see in the limited time that I was in 
that city, I think that all persons connected with the Fire Depart- 
ment service are desirous of placing it on such a footing that it 
will equal any other department; but I am free to say that the 
Fire Department of the city of Boston has to encounter obstacles 
which, as I have mentioned before, no other place that I have 
visited presents. Respectfully submitted, John W. Smith, Gen- 
eral Inspector.” I have two or three shorter references to other 
cities bearing upon the same point, not so fully as Boston. One 
of them is Kansas City, and in answer to the question, ‘‘ How 
situated in reference to fire hazard?” it says: ‘* There is not much 
probability of a sweeping conflagration. There are a great many 
frame buildings, but they are small and scattered. The situation 
of the packing-houses is close to Kansas City, Mo.” I think the 
stenographer got the wrong Kansas City—Kansas City, Kan., 
when it should be Kansas City, Mo. ; but the same general remark 
in regard to sweeping conflagrations is true of Kansas City, Mo., 
because they join, they are parts of the same city, and the same 
statement was made in regard to that. 

‘¢ Chicago. Q. How situated in reference to fire hazard, and 
liability to general conflagrations ? 

‘© A. Chicago will be liable for many years to large conflagra- 
tions, but as regards a general conflagration, that is not likely to 
occur except under very adverse circumstances. The business 
district is probably as safe as it can be made, and there is not 
much likelihood of any fire that may originate there getting beyond 
control, except in case of adverse circumstances, a fire might 
originate in the lumber or elevator districts that would call into 
service a very large force, and a second or third fire occuring in 
the business districts, the opportunity would present itself for a 
sweeping fire.”’. In regard to the width of the streets — it will be 
remembered that the streets of Boston are 30 to 40 feet wide; 
according to this report the streets of Chicago average ‘‘ 60, 80, to 
100 feet wide. Alleys give access to the rears of buildings.” 

‘¢(). Character and general height of buildings in business dis- 
tricts ? 

‘¢ A, Six to nine stories. The general character of buildings in 
the business districts being good. ‘The very high buildings range 
from twelve to fifteen stories, are of good construction, and are as 
nearly fireproof as can be made. They have standpipes and lad- 
ders, and the department has aérial ladders and a water-tower. 

‘‘@. Is there a stringent law regulating building construction 
and is it rigidly enforced ? 

‘¢ A. There is a good building law and it is well enforced. 

‘¢ New York City. Q. How situated in reference to fire hazard 
and liability to general conflagrations ? 

‘¢ A. There has never yet in the twenty-five years of the existence 
of the present New York Fire Department arisen an occasion when 
the department was not equal to any emergency that required its 
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services ; and it is possible that it will still be able to meet all de- 
mands that may be made upon it, but there is danger, such as a 
sweeping conflagration in some localities, which would place the 
department at a disadvantage should other fires occur at the same 
time. 

‘¢(. Character and general height of buildings in business dis- 
tricts ? 

‘¢ A. Character of buildings erected for business purposes is good. 
Many that have been altered from dwellings poor. General 
height, five to six stories. 

‘¢@. Streets, average width of? 

‘¢ 4. Below Fulton, streets vary from 20 to 50 feet. Broad, 
Broadway, Trinity place, and Greenwich street, 80 feet and over ; 
Fulton to Canal, 40 to 60 on west side, and 20 to 50 on east side; 
Canal to 14th, 50 to 60 feet; Bowery, Centre, Broadway, South 
Fifth avenue and Hudson street, wider. Above 14th, avenues 
100 feet ; streets 60 feet. A number of cross streets wide. 

‘‘(. Is there a stringent law regulating building construction 
and is it rigidly enforced ? 

‘A. Yes. <A very good building law and rigidly enforced. All 
buildings over 80 feet high must be built of fireproof material.” 

@. This report was made, Mr. Commissioner, by a man who 
had nothing to gain or lose in what he might say in regard to the 
city of Boston or its Fire Department? 

A. These reports, Mr. Chairman, were made by a man who 
was between fifty and sixty years old, who had given his whole 
active life, almost, to fighting fires, who was assistant chief and 
practically chief for a good deal of the time in one of the largest 
cities in this country, and he had no social or other relations with 
the Fire Department of the city of Boston. In fact, I believe 
not a member of the department was acquainted with him when 
he came here. He was sent here from the New York Board of 
Underwriters to the Boston Board of Underwriters, with letters of 
introduction to them, and came from them to us, and I have no 
doubt that he made this report in a conscientious and _ business- 
like way. 

@. He was sent here for the special purpose of investigating 
the condition of Boston, in regard to the loss from fires? 

A. Vhat special purpose and for seeing what the conditions 
for fighting fires were here, and what the condition of the depart- 
ment was, how it was equipped to resist large fires. 

@. And he prophesied big fires, and he made this prophecy 
before the recent fires which caused this investigation ? 

A. This was in 1890, — it is dated October, 1890, — so that 
the examination was made, I think, the summer before that — 
about three years ago next summer, about that time. 

Chairman Lee in the chair. 

@. (By the CHarrman.) Are those records public records, 
Mr. Fitch? 

A. No, sir. So much of them as I am able to present are 
public, so far as this committee is concerned. 

Q. They must be now, because it is a matter of record? 
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A. Oh, they are not public records, and I know of no way in 
which the public can obtain possession of them. 

@. And as that is a report made by the chief inspector of the 
National Board of Uuderwriters, I suppose a copy of that report 
is sent to the Board of Underwriters of Boston? 

A. I presume so; I don’t know. 

@. Well, that is what it is got up for — for the information of 
the underwriters of the several cities ? 

Yes, sir. 

Got up by the National Board of Underwriters ? 

Yes, sir. 

By the Chief Inspector appointed by them? 

By the National Board; yes, sir. 

Who makes a thorough examination of the organization of 
the city, the conditions existing in its area and in its population, 
its amount of apparatus and ‘its streets ? 

A. Yes. 

@. And knowing what is stated in that, would show them what 
the risks are throughout the country ? 

A. Yes, all the details. It is very exhaustive — the report that 
he makes in full. These, of course, are only detached extracts, 
perhaps the only things that are of value to this committee. He 
has made, in his report, reports of the various cities he has visited. 
He has made reports of Chicago, almost all the large Western 
cities, New York, Philadelphia, Brooklyn, Baltimore, Washington, 
Atlanta, Louisville — and I presume there are one hundred of the 
largest cities included in his reports. 

Q. (By Chief Wersper.) He has also made inspections of 
Lynn, Fall River, and New Bedford ? 

A. Yes, sir, —I say he has of the largest cities in the country. 
Those are the largest cities in Massachusetts. 

@. (By the Cuarrman.) Now, Mr. Chairman, as we are about 
getting to a close, I would like to ask you now, sir, if you are 
ready to state to this committee what questions were asked you by 
the other commission that this committee has not asked of you? 

A. I don’t remember that there were any, Mr. Chairman, that 
this committee hasn’t asked. 

@. Have you been asked to appear before that commission since 
you were asked this question before ? 

A. No, sir: 

@. You have not? 

A. No. 

®. And you know of no question that that commission asked 
you that this committee has not asked you? 

A. No, sir; I don’t remember any. 

@. I want to ask you, Mr. Chairman, if a copy of the report of 
the chief inspector of the National Board of Underwriters has ever 
been sent to your board, or even an abstract of it? 

A. Ifa copy has ever been sent? 

@. Yes, to the board—or any report? Has there been a 
report sent to the board by that inspector, or by the Board of 
Underwriters of Boston? 
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A. No, sir. 

@. You have never received one? 

A. No, sir; there was never anything sent. 

@. Nor anything ever called to your attention until [ asked you 
if such information could be received or obtained ? 

A. No, sir; it has not. 

@. Then according to that report, the underwriters of Boston 
must be in possession of information that would lead them to be 
of the opinion that there were some hazardous risks in Boston in 
connection with the policies they were placing? 

A. I should suppose so, certainly. The general inspector of 
the National Board has made that very emphatic and explicit 
statement to that effect. 


Statement by Commissioner Mourpny, recalled. 


@. (By the Caairman.) Now, Mr. Commissioner, at a pre- 
vious meeting here we asked you if you could get some statistics 
prepared as to the amount of losses in other cities, and other in- 
epee —I cannot SEU everything covered by the question 
now, e it ready for the committee. 
I oe now like to ae you if you have it? 

A. Mr. Chairman, we have the statistics all ready, but after a 
conference of the board, the commissioners came to the conclusion 
that they would make the following request of the committee. 
through yourself as chairman, and I am here to make that request 
and to give our reasons for it. First, we are ready to submit the 
statistics to-day if you say so, but we would prefer to make a 
general statement in writing to the board covering all the impor- 
tant points, covering our own personal inquiries into the various 
fires that have occurred in this city, embodying the evidence and 
embodying the statistics for the large cities of the country, not 
only of their losses, but also statistics of another nature — those 
relating to the insurance premiums. We also want to submit 
copies of the maps of the business sections of other large cities 
of the country, those maps being drawn on a scale, say, of fifty 
feet to the inch, so that the committee will have before them an op- 
portunity to compare the difficulties, so far as the handling of fires 
is concerned, in one city as compared with another. We also want 
to submit a statement of the expense of our department as com- 
pared with the other departments of America. We also want to 
submit the methods that we pursue, for example, and the methods 
that are pursued in other cities ; and, to wind up the whole matter, 
we want to have the privilege, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the 
committee, of summarizing the evidence as brought up before the 
committee at the various hearings you have had, in a written state- 
ment of the Board of Fire Commissioners. We have all the 
material, and it will take but a short time to do it, and we can 
make the report, and the committee can then consider it, if they 
see fit, in executive session — which would probably be the way 
you would see fit first to take it into consideration. The main part 
of the statement, of course, would be made public — these statistics 
which you have requested. 
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(). Well, when can you have that? 

A. Well, we have the statistics, and I can see no reason why 
we shouldn’t have it ready for you, as we have had information at 
other hearings, in a very short time. We have some of it at the 
present time, and unless something unforeseen occurs I don’t see 
any reason why we couldn’t have it for you by, say, next Wednes- 
day. It will be information of a very valuable nature, as [ think 
the committee will agree with me when they have an opportunity 
to examine it. 

Q. Well, now I will have to look the matter up. J asked:you 
for a great deal in the line of statistics, Mr. Commissioner. 

A. Well, I can tell you the statistics you asked me for right 
now. You asked for the statistics of the fire losses of Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Chicago, and I think of St. 
Louis and Cincinnati, for the last three years, and also for the last 
ten years, and that we have. 

@. That is, the losses and the premiums? 

A. The losses — and I didn’t hear you say anything about the 
premiums, but we have taken it for granted that you would like to 
have information of that kind. We haven’t got all of that, 
but we have got some of it and I think we will have all of it. 
You also asked for the expenses of our department for the last 
five years or the last eight years, and that we have in detail. 

@. I asked you about fires that ranged beyond one building — 
how many fires have extended beyond the building in which they 
originated ? 

A. Yes; you also asked for the statistics of the various fires in 
the large cities that extended to more than one building. 

@. As compared with Boston. 

A. That we have. You also asked, if my memory serves me 
right, for something in reference to the character of the buildings 
that were involved in those fires. That we have almost in a con- 
dition to present to the committee. You also asked something in 
reference to the comparison of the various cities as regards the 
natural conditions, etc., as to whether a fire in one city, taken 
from an actual standpoint of the conditions encountered, was 
easier to handle than in another city; and that is a question of 
a very intricate nature, and it necessitates these prepared maps 
that I have spoken about, in order to lay it before the committee 
in a way that would be thoroughly understood, as the conditions 
in each and every city differ so very materially. Now, the only 
thing that remains is for us to take all this material and put it 
into presentable shape and submit it with other evidence to the 
committee, for them to consider executively, if so desired, and, if 
they see fit to do so, consider it openly afterwards. 

@. We will have it put in publicly and will exercise our pre- 
rogatives publicly in making up our report. 

A. As far as the commission is concerned, we would prefer to 
have it made publicly. 

@. Now, you asked for a little time when you were here before 
on the stand, to consult with your associates as to whether you 
would divulge the questions that had been asked of you by the 
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other commission. I will ask you now if there were any questions 
that were asked by them or any communications that were pre- 
sented or sent to you by that commission, that this committee has 
not asked, that you can call to mind? 

A. No, I cannot recall a single question, Mr. Chairman, that 
this committee has not asked, and it has asked far more than has 
been asked by the committee of citizens. 

(. Have you been before the commissioners since you were last 
here? 

SeN OY SIT. 

@. And you can think of no question that they asked that has 
not been asked by this committee ? 

A. Not one solitary question. 

@. Now, Mr. Commissioner, have you any knowledge or have 
you any reports that will show that the shutters on that Brown- 
Durrell building were opened at the time of the Ames- -building fire 
or closed? 

A. I have taken particular pains, Mr. Chairman, to look up 
three points that were raised here by the gentleman, Mr. Atkinson, 
who appeared at one of your hearings, and one of those points 
you settled yourself at the hearing, namely, that in reference to 
District Chief Egan. I simply want to add, somewhat in the way 
of correction of what I stated at that time, that there were eight 
district chiefs at that fire, that nine would be a little nearer. The 
question of the shutters has been referred to in the public prints. 
Brown, Durrell & Co. themselves sent a letter which appeared in 
the papers, to the effect that the shutters were closed. In addition 
to that I had a conversation with Mr. T. B. Fitz of the firm of 
Brown, Durrell & Co., in which he personally told me that the 
shutters were closed and that the men who had been detailed from 
their building to close the shutters had had a conference with Mr. 
Atkinson on that question, and that the only evidence presented 
before the firm of Brown-Durrell, that the shutters were not closed, 
was that of one young man, and he was not confident of the posi- 
tion he took. Here is a letter from Brown-Durrell of a personal 
nature, addressed to me, which I would submit to the committee in 
evidence, and if the committee so desire we have some members of 
the force here who can be called upon to testify to the fact that the 
shutters were closed, and that Mr. Atkinson is mistaken in that 
statement, the same as he was when he said the second in com- 
mand was Mr. Egan, and when he said our engines were only of 
three hundred and fifty gallons capacity, our small ones. He has 
based his statement on misinformation. 

@. Do you know what the distance was between the Ames 
building and the Brown-Durrell building, in connection with the 
shutter “question ? ? 

A. I havea plan here, Mr. Chairman, that will show the dis- 
tance, in answer to that question. Off-handed I think it was 
twenty-eight feet. We have also a report here in writing, Mr. 
Chairman, from the acting chief, John W. Regan, in reference to 
that matter. 

@. In reference to what? 
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A. The shutter question. There is a possibility that the people 
who have said there were no shutters on the Brown-Durrell build- 
ing may have taken that Ludlow building there as a part of the 
Brown-Durrell building. There was this little corner here of the 
Ludlow building, and there were not shutters on that, and it is ap- 
parently a part of the other building, although not a part of it. 

@. (By Alderman Wirr.) A separate building ? 

A. Yes, sir; so possibly Mr. Atkinson’s informants supposed 
that building was part and parcel of the main building, when it 
was not, and it had no shutters at all on it. 

(). You say the distance there is — 

A. About twenty-eight feet; may be twenty-seven feet. 

@. And do you know what the distance was between the 
Constant and Preston buildings and the Hecht building ? 

A. Eight feet in its narrowest part. 

Q. And this space between the Brown-Durrell building and the 
Ames building was — 

A. Twenty-eight feet. 

@. And the shutters on that Brown-Durrell building were 
closed? . 

A. They were closed, and there isn’t the slightest question that 
the heat was so intense — from evidence that we can present here 
—that it burned the wood inside of the tin shutters, burst 
the shutters open, and the fire got inside the building in that 
way. 


LETTERS IN REGARD TO BROWN—DURRELL SHUTTERS. 


The following are the letters above referred to by Commis- 
sioner Murphy : 


BRownN, DURRELL & Co., IMPORTERS AND MANUFACTURERS, 
KINGSTON STREET, CORNER Essex, Boston, APRIL 5, 18938. 
Joun R. Murpuy, Esa. : 


Drar Sir: The iron shutters on the Essex-place side of our building 
were closed as soon as we knew that the fire had broke out in the Ames 
building opposite on the 10th day of March last. 


Respectfully, 
Brown, DurRRE.Lt & Co. 


Boston Fire Departmen’, District No. 5, April 7, 1893. 


To the Board of Fire Commassioners. 

GENTLEMEN: The shutters on the Brown-Durrell building are made of 
wood covered with tin. At the breaking out of the fire in the Ames building, 
March 10, these shutters were open, from the best information that I can get. 
They were all closed immediately after the breaking out of the fire, yet I am 
satisfied that some of them became opened by reason of not being properly 
fastened, or being sprung open by the heat. 

Respectfully, 
JoHn W. REGAN, 


Acting Chief. 
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Statement by Daninrt W. STEVENS. 


. (By the Cuarrman.) What is your full name? 

Daniel W. Stevens. 

Are you connected with the Boston Fire Department ? 

Yes, sir; a member of Engine 26, detailed driver of the 
f of the department. 

Were you at the fire on Lincoln street? 

Yes, sir. 

Who did you drive that day? 

Acting Chief Regan. 

Where did you go when you got to the tire? 

Stopped at the box and sent in an alarm by his order and 
then reported to him at the fire. 

@. Well, now, do you know anything about the Brown-Durrell 
building? 

A. Yes, sir. 

(). Well, were the shutters open or closed? 

A. The shutters were open first, but afterwards were closed. 

Q. Well, how long did they remain open, do you know — how 
long was it before you got there after pulling in the alarm? 

A. Well, I had occasion to go around to the front of the Brown- 
Durrell and get in that alleyway and deliver an order, and I saw 
that the shutters were closed on the Brown-Durrell building. 

(). When you went in there they were closed? 

ae CS Sit; 

@. How do you know they were open at all? 

A. They were open when I first saw them. 

@. From where you stopped at the box—could you see them 
from there? 

A. No, I came down and reported to Chief Regan and then I 
could see that the shutters on the Brown-Durrell building were 
open. 

@. And then when you went around and came back they were 
closed ? 

A. When I had got around to the front of the Brown-Durrell 
building and went into the alleyway between the Emergency 
Hospital and the Brown-Durrell, they were closed. 

@. Were there any shutters on the Ludlow building ? 

A. No, there were not. 

@. No shutters on that building at all? 

A. No, sir. 

@. Do you know which building the fire got into first, whether 
the Ludlow building or the Brown-Durrell? 

A. Well, the fire would naturally go into the Ludlow building 
before it would the Brown-Durrell. 

. Was the wind blowing towards the Brown-Durrell building ? 

A. I won't say. It was blowing towards Summer street and 
then it shifted to the Brown- Durrell, in the direction of the Brown- 
Durrell. 

@. And the shutters were all closed? 
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A. The shutters were closed. 

@. And they were n’t closed after fire got into the building ? 
A. No, sir. 

@. They were closed before the fire got in? 

A. Closed before the fire got in. 

@. You don’t know anything about the distance, of course — 
ver measured it? 

Ae eNO. Sits 

@. Did you report back to the chief? 

4a dds sir. 

@. (By Commissioner Murruy.) Why are you not in uniform 
to-day, Mr. Stevens? 

A. This is my day off. 

@. You have examined those shutters since the fire? 

A. Yes, sir; from the street. 

@. What is the condition you find the shutters in down there 
now? 

A. The condition is that there is nothing left but the tin, that 
would be on the outside of the wood. 

Q. You mean that the wood inside was charred and burned off? 

A. It was burned off. 

@. Then, what is the natural inference you deduce from that 
condition of the shutters? 

A. That the fire was so hot as to catch the wood that was 
between the tin of the shutters and burn the wood, and leave 
nothing but the tin. 

@. Then that would practically throw the shutters open? 

A. Practically throw the shutters open. 

@. And let the fire in? 

A. Yes, sir. 

@. (By the Cuairman.) Do you know how thick the wood was 
in between the tin? 

A. It was a wooden and tin shutter. 

@. Yes; and I ask you do you know what the thickness of the 
wood was ? 

I suppose a quarter of an inch. 

Quarter of an inch? 

Well, I should think half an inch. 

Common, ordinary tin? 

Oh, I don’t know. 

Or sheet iron, galvanized iron? 

I couldn’t say as to that. 

You don’t know whether it was galvanized iron or this sheet 
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No, sir; I supposed they were tin shutters. 


Statement by Cuter Wrsper — recalled. 


@. (By the CHarrman.) Do you know anything about, Mr. 
Chief, or have you ever had any occasion to make an examination 
of, mill property — what is called mill construction ? 

No, sir. 
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@. You know how mills are situated generally in the different 
cities ? | . 

A. Yes, sir; they are generally separated from other buildings, 
located in isolated places by themselves. With the exception of 
Fall River, where there are some in the heart of the city, and also 
Lowell, as a general thing they are located outside of the proper 
city limits. 

@. And situated so that you are able to get at them all around? 

A. Yes, sir; on four sides. 

@. What difference would there be in combating a fire in one 
of the mills and in one of our large buildings in the business dis- 
trict of Boston ? 

A. Well, the difference would be here, that in a mill the whole 
area, the whole floor space is open, so that you can see from any 
side of it clear across to the other side and you can get at it and 
fight it without any difficulty ; but you can’t do that in one of our 
buildings here, for the simple reason that most of them you have 
to get at from either the rear or the front, the buildings are more 
or less divided up, and the floors are entirely covered with mer- 
chandise. There is the difference between a mill and one of our 
buildings. A mill is so constructed that when you go up a flight 
of stairs you can see from one end of the room or the building to 
the other, with no obstruction. 

@. There is nothing to prevent your putting water on the fire, 
nothing to obstruct you? 

A. No, sir. You can get at it and combat it on four sides. 
But it isn’t so in our buildings here. 

@. There is some difference in combating a fire in some of our 
buildings here, and in mill property ? 

A. I should say there was; yes, sir. 

@. And I suppose if the merchants of Boston here and the 
manufacturing industries would have a fire brigade which they 
could station in their buildings in case of fire, there would be no 
use for the Fire Department? 

A. There wouldn’t be, I suppose, until some time when it got 
away from them, and then they would be glad to have it, prob- 
ably. That has been illustrated, I believe, before, when they have 
tried to check a fire without our assistance, and when it had got 
away they have come to the Fire Department to put it out. And 
when it was not put out just as they wanted it put out, they 
criticised. 

@. Do you know of any case where that occurred, Mr. Chief? 

A. Not that I care to mention. 

@. Was it in Boston? 

A. No, sir. 


Statement by Commissioner Innis, recalled. 


@. (By the Cuarrman.) Mr. Commissioner, you don’t know 
anything about the shutters on the Brown-Durrell building? 

AsaiN OG. Bir. 

@. You never made any measurement there except what you 
have seen on the plan? 
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A. No, sir, I have not. 

The CuarrmMan. — Is that plan made by a surveyor? 

Commissioner Murpuy. —It is made by the draughtsman in 
connection with the fire-alarm office, and the measurements are 
accurate. 

@. (Bythe CHarrman.) Have you been before the commission 
lately, Mr. Commissioner ¢ 


A. Before the mayor’s commission ? 

@. Well, the people’s commission ? 

A. No, sir; I have not. 

@. Now, have you received any communications from them? 

A. No, sir; I have not. 

@. Did you hear anything about their finding a bundle of bad 
hay? | 

A. Yes, sir; I did. 

Q. Well, where was it? 

A. Down in Engine 25’s house. 

@. How was the hay? 

A. I didn’t see it — I don’t know. 

Q. What did you hear? 

A. The report was that the hay was bad, and it was re- 


turned to the people it was bought of and good hay placed in its 
stead. 

@. Well, on their report? 

A. No, sir; on report of the captain of the company. 

@. Before they got there? 

A. No, sir; we got the report, I think, the same day, or the 
next day, I won’t be sure which. It was the intention of the 
captain, so I have been told, to make a report that the hay was 
bad — happened to get a bad load of hay at that time. 

Do you know “who the hay inspector is on that commission ? 
I do not, personally. 

Find any bad oats ? 

Never heard of it. No report has been made of it. 

How about the salt? 

I don’t know — I have had no report in regard to it. 

No report on the salt? 

No, sir. 

Have any questions been asked by that commission that 
were not asked by this committee? 

A. No, sir; I should say not. 

@. Well, was the whole carload of hay bad? 

A. The hay that we received at Engine 25’s house was bad, 
nearly all of it. 

@. Well how — musty? 

A. It was musty and bad some weeds init. We had a report 
from one or two of our houses to that effect, and we notified the 
people we bought it of and they have taken it back and given us 
good hay in return. 

@. What did they say — that the hay was packed wet and got 
overheated ? 

A. They didn’t say. 
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Q. Was that the trouble? 
A. I couldn’t tell you. 


Statement by Commisstoner Frron, recalled. 


Q. (By the Cuarrman.) Mr. Chairman, I want to question you 
about that hay. 

A. There were several companies that reported the hay as 
being bad, entirely independently of anything that the people’s 
commission might have discovered. One of them, I believe in 
Brighton, reported bad hay, and in every case the hay so reported 
has been taken away and good hay substituted, at the expense of 
the dealer. 

@. Now, do you know whether there has been any complaint 
made about any other fodder ? 

A. We have had very little complaint. We did have a com- 
plaint of a carload of oats last fall, and we had a deduction made 
on our bill on account of the character of the oats; but I think un- 
til this last lot we have had hardly any complaint made of our hay 
for a year, and the condition of the stock for the last year shows 
that their food has been first class, because they have been in first- 
class condition. 

@. Well, in the making of the contract with the men who sup- 
ply fodder to the city of Boston Fire Department, is it one of the 
conditions of the contract that if it is not up to the standard it 
shall be returned and replaced by fodder of the quality required? 

A. The invitations for bids contain this clause, that the hay 
shall be guaranteed, shall be selected, the privilege of selection is 
given the board or their agents, and the hay is guaranteed as of 
the kind that we call for—first-class Eastern hay, coarse hay. 

@. Well, it is sometimes difficult to tell what the quality of 
the hay is until the bale is opened, isn’t it, Mr. Commissioner ? 

A. Yes, sir, quite so; and especially hay brought by vessel 
may get damp and musty, when it is in good shape at the time it 
is put up. 


The hearing was adjourned at 5.30 P.M., to Wednesday, April 
LZ atieek 2M. 
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SEVENTEENTH HEARING, 


Wepynespay, April 12, 1898. 


The hearing was resumed at 2 o’clock P. M., Chairman Lee 
presiding. 


LETTER FROM FrirE MarsHatL WHITCOMB. 


By request of the chairman the clerk read the following : 


OFFICE OF FirE MARSHAL OF THE CITY oF Boston, 
No. 5 PEMBERTON SQUARE. 
Boston, April 10, 1893. 

Dear Sir: In looking over the testimony of some of the witnesses called 
before your committee I notice that a misunderstanding apparently exists in 
the minds of some of them as to the real purport of certain sentences con- 
tained in the Fire Marshal’s Report on the Hecht fire. For instance, several 
gentlemen evidently could not reconcile the words ‘still another fatal error, 
without which it may be that the loss made possible by the other neglect 
might have been nullified, was the ignorance of the Chief of the Fire Depart- 
ment as to the existence of this areaway and its surrounding conditions,” 
with the subsequent declaration contained in my letter to Chief Webber, ‘‘that 
I had no reason to criticize his personal management of the fire.” 

While misconstruction of the meaning of the sentence above quoted from 
my report may not perhaps be unnatural, I desire, lest your committee be 
drawn into the same error, to call your attention to the fact that the state- 
ments in the report and letter are entirely consistent, and to explain wherein 
they are so. 

According to recognized authority, ignorance is ‘‘the state of being 
ignorant.” Ignorant is defined as ‘‘ uninstructed,” ‘‘ uninformed,” ‘‘ unaware 
of.” The true meaning of the word does not in any sense convey the idea 
of a censurable or blameworthy lack of knowledge. 

Moreover, it would seem that the subsequent sentence in the report, stating 
that other parties were responsible for the chief’s lack of information, ought 
to be sufficiently explicit to preclude any misinterpretation of the language 
preceding. 

The words ‘‘ fatal oversight,” ‘‘ fatal error,” were used wittingly and were 
intended to apply to what seemed to me defects in the general system of fire 
management, my supposition being that, these being disclosed, the proper 
authorities would provide the remedy. 

For instance, in the matter of the ‘‘ ignorance” above referred to it seemed 
to me that it might be desirable for the fire department to have in its 
employ men who, entirely unhampered by any duty of fire-fighting, should 
make a special study of the physical conditions and surroundings of the build- 
ings in the various business districts. Thus, equipped with a full knowledge 
of concealed area and alley ways, etc.,and with minds undisturbed by the neces- 
sity for instantaneous solution of fire-fighting problems, they could, by being 
among the first at a fire, be of material service to the commanding chief. 

But it is hardly within the Fire Marshal’s province to make suggestions. 
His duty under the law ends with reporting ‘‘ to interested parties any facts 
which in his opinion may need attention.” 

Allow me to state in conclusion that I do not desire to retract or change 
anything in the report on the Hecht fire, and that I consider it a proper and 
correct finding, and in accordance with the evidence given before me, and 
upon which it is based. 

Very truly yours, 


Cuas. W. Wuircomes, 
Fire Marshal. 


To Joun H. Len, Esq., Chairman Investigating Committee, City Hall. 
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The Cuarrman. — The chair wants it to go on record here that he 
does not believe the committee will fall into any of the errors, — 
such as have been referred to by the Fire Marshal in reference 
to those who have read his report,—- either upon the report or upon 
the several letters which we have received. The chair thinks the 
committee will deal with his report fairly. 


CoMMUNICATION FROM BoaRD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS. 


The following communication was presented from the Board of 
Fire Commissioners : 


To the Special Committee on Management of the Fire Department, Hon. 
Joun H. Len, Chairman. 


GENTLEMEN: In presenting what we intend as our concluding statement in 
this investigation, based upon certain matters of testimony, we desire at the 
outset to thank you, individually and collectively, irrespective of what your 
verdict may be after a careful study of the evidence, for the uniform patience 
and courtesy that have characterized your conduct of these proceedings, and 
the thoroughness with which you have probed the management of Boston’s 
fire department. Our intention has been to furnish you every facility for an 
exhaustive examination of system, personnel, and detail, and you have not 
allowed any opportunity to pass unimproved. No parties or interests can be 
more anxious than we are to have all questions of doubt completely venti- 
lated and cleared up for good and all, or to see the blame, if blame there be, 
impartially distributed. For this reason we ask permission to briefly review 
from our own point of view the great mass of evidence or statement that has 
been laid before you, and present some that you have not yet had. 

Undoubtedly this department is entitled to insist upon the weakness and 
insufficiency of its arraignment upon the basis of the old Scotch verdict, ‘‘not 
proven.” But that would be far from satisfactory to us. We believe the 
positive side of our case is much stronger than the negative, and we claim 
the benefit of both. Those who have formulated in their petitions the strongest 
criticisms of this service have, in their testimony, been able to contribute 
nothing of a specific character to sustain their charges or insinuations, nor 
have they suggested anything for the improvement of the department beyond 
what had been before thought of and considered. A majority of the petition- 
ers who testified cordially announced their belief in the efficiency of this 
department, and seemed to be somewhat surprised that what they had signed 
bore so prominently on the management of this service, and so slightly upon 
other questions that, in their minds as petitioners, had very great weight. 
Those more aggressively inclined yet seemed very indifferently equipped 
with definite instances, or even well-digested theories, in support of their 
various petitions. There was, however, great unanimity of opinion among 
them on one point. ‘*The results are unsatisfactory.” As Dr. Holmes said of 
the katydid: ‘‘They say an undisputed thing in such a solemn way.” The 
public agrees with them on that point, but the candid and thinking portion of 
it will not be ready to accept mismanagement of the fire department as an 
inevitable inference. 

THe Hecout Fire. 


The event which let loose this tide of criticism was the fire of January 10 
in the Federal-street building occupied by Hecht Bros. & Co., as a wool store- 
house, which also extended to adjoining buildings on the Summer-street side. 
The Fire Commissioners were somewhat surprised at the character and hasti- 
ness of such criticism, for they were present during the conflagration, as were 
many others, connected and unconnected with the department, who were 
familiar with fire-fighting, and who felt that a most excellent day’s work had 
been done for the protection of property, while those who took issue with 
them had a much less favorable opportunity of judging the obstacles with 
which the firemen had to contend. ‘These obstacles were many and formida- 
ble. A fresh fall of snow covered the ground, making the transportation of 
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apparatus more difficult. Still there was sufficient reénforcement of horse 
power to overcome the heavy travel, and delays were very slight. Engine 
Company 7 responded on an automatic, and gained time upon the box alarm. 
Engine Company 25 was only three and one-quarter minutes reaching the fire 
and directing a stream on it, while other pieces farther away reached the 
scene of action very promptly. The flames showed themselves in great vol- 
ume all through the Hecht building, especially in front, and the situation was 
of a nature to concentrate all the attention and all the energy of so much of 
the force as arrived on the first alarm upon the enemy at that point. A sec- 
ond alarm was promptly sent in by the first district chief there, yet before the 
reénforcements it called for could possibly arrive the fire in the Constant 
building on the Summer street side had been discovered, and a line of hose 
put in there, only to be soon driven out by the volume and intensity of the 
flames. The members of the department were at the same time seriously 
incenvenienced and menaced by the masses of live electric wires that were 
above and around them. ‘These wires interfered greatly with the raising of 
ladders, and still more with the manipulation of the water tower, a most im- 
portant piece of apparatus, in the position where it was located. Firemen 
were not only delayed by the purely physical resistance of the wires, but some 
were seriously injured by burns and shocks from them, while they were more 
or less demoralizing to everybody. It is bad enough to have a raging confla- 
gration to fight in front, but the trial is immeasurably intensified when a 
writhing, hissing, malignant, and irresponsible enemy is attacking in the rear, 
This was the condition of things on Federal street for over three hours, and 
yet one of the most prominent of the petitioners asserted before your commit- 
tee that he had no evidence that these wires ever interfered with the fire de- 
partment. When the fire, in spite of all these disadvantages, was finally 
under control, the public seemed devoutly thankful that it was no worse, 
though some who had lost heavily upon precarious risks, looking about for a 
propitiatory sacrifice to appease the wrath that had cost them so much, found 
the fire department convenient for their purpose and at once availed them- 
selves of it. 


EVIDENCE. 


The pivotal point of all the criticism has seemed to be the spread of the 
flames from the Hecht buiding to the Summer-street buildings. True, the 
policy of cutting holes in the Rice building to reach the centre of the fire in 
the Hecht building, which could not be fought in any other way, has been 
called in question by several witnesses; but the unanimity and emphasis of 
opinion on the part of all who had ever had any experience in the handling of 
fires seemed to settle that point favorably. At any rate, the results were un- 
deniably good, and if ‘‘ unsatisfactory results” are urged against us without 
qualification, we surely are entitled to the benefit of satisfactory results. So 
the failure to confine the fire to the Hecht building has, after all, remained 
the unpardonable offence for which no plea in mitigation has been accepted. 
We have already indicated the condition of affairs there in the first stages 
of the conflagration —a six-story structure packed with merchandise from 
basement to roof, with over 14,000 square feet on each floor, with 96 unshut- 
tered windows opening into a large light-shaft in the centre, with no sprink- 
lers or internal protection of any kind, with miscellaneous kinds of business 
beneath the whole, in one of which a fire had already occurred, and with net- 
works of wires in front, flank, and rear. The conditions were right for the 
quick development of a raging furance, and that it soon became, to an extent 
that no mortal power could stifle until after long and persistent battling. 
The result was naturally an irresistible force ‘of superheated air or gas 
which even the brick and stone could not long have withstood, but which, 
finding no greater resistance than the unshuttered windows of the Constant 
building, drove men with a line of hose from that point into the street within 
10 minutes after the first alarm was rung. ‘This is no general assertion. It 
is supported by both weight and directness of evidence. 

The report of the Fire Marshal upon this fire was received with an enthus- 
iastic indorsement by the active critics of the department. Judged by his 
own interpretation of his own statements, it is a complete vindication of the 
department, so far as it goes. Speaking on this point he says: 


ee 
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‘¢ In order for any action in this direction to have proved beneficial, it 
would have been necessary to have adopted it almost contemporaneously with 
the attack on the Hecht building, as the Constant building appears to have 
caught on fire within eight minutes from the time when the first alarm was 
pulled.” 

So, according to a conclusion obtained from evidence under oath, the fire 
had entered the Constant building about the time the second alarm was 
pulled. Somewhat ambiguous statements also appeared in the report 
concerning the alleged ignorance of the chief and assistant chief of the eight- 
foot areaway between the two buildings, but at the Fire Marshal’s second 
appearance before this committee he said: ‘* The chief didn’t get there till 
after the Summer-street buildings were afire. . .so that had he (Regan) 
communicated that that area was there, it wouldn’t in this instance have ac- 
complished anything.” But the chief responded on the first alarm, was not 
delayed, and could not have been more than eight or nine minutes in reach- 
ing the fire. District Chief Abbott’s testimony practically agrees with that of 
the Fire Marshal as to the time when the fire broke out there; but the 
evidence of District Chief Cheswell is even more explicit, inasmuch as he 
was the officer to first put a line of hose into the burning Constant building. 
In nine minutes or less he had a stream inside, but was speedily driven out 
by the flames ‘‘ rolling down the stairways,” as he expressed it, ‘like a 
waterfall.” This statement his driver, who assisted him, corroborates, both 
as to time and circumstance. But this is not all: Mr. Thomas W. Hough, of 
Malden, for over 20 years chief of that city, and having a place of business on 
South street, backing up against the Rice building, arrived on the spot from 
his home just about as the first alarm was rung in and before any engines 
responding to it has arrived. He testified as to what he observed as follows: 

‘‘ T was surprised to think that the fire had got into the buildings when the 
line of hose went in on Sunimer street. I supposed they were laying their 
lines in there to get water upon the Hecht building, but it wasn’t more than a 
minute or two before I saw these lines come out, and I asked Capt. Cheswell 
what the trouble was, and he said the building was all afirein the rear. Cer- 
tainly this couldn’t have been more than ten minutes, and I should say less; 
but I wouldn’t be afraid to state that it was not over ten minutes after I got 
there.” 

Mr. Hough testified further to the effect that the fire drove the men out of 
the building, and thereafter efforts were directed to prevent the spread of the 
flames on either side, and were successful until some minutes after, when the 
overpowering heat ignited the window-casings in the rear of the Preston 
buildings in spite of the shutters. This blaze was extinguished, when soon 
the wall of the Hecht building fell, smashing in the skylights over the base- 
ment, and carrying fire all through the building. The same general facts 
obtained with respect to the old water-power building. It was connected 
with the main building by openings, but the fire was kept out of it until the 
wall on that side also fell, burying hose-lines, and injuring a number of men. 

The statement has been made here by one who viewed the operations of 
the department from afar off that the men worked ‘‘ too much like a mob, and 
too little like an army.” No one with an intimate knowledge of how affairs 
were conducted that day would have said that with an idea of dealing justly 
with the department. The fire was handled by the chief and eight district 
chiefs. Every one of the latter had his position and work definitely 
assigned, and he and the men under him maintained it bravely and faithfully 
until the fire was under control, and they received further orders. It cer- 
tainly seems to us that all concerned were much more deserving of grateful 
praise than of the indiscriminate censure heaped upon them from a certain 
circle. From that time on for several weeks there was a carnival of exagger- 
ation, sensationalism, and criticism. The figures indicating the losses at that 
fire were for some time quoted at three or four times what it is now known 
they will be. The losses on the several second and third alarm fires which 
followed would be reported at from four to six fold what they have since been 
adjusted for. Some chose burst hose for a nightmare, while others selected 
a different specialty. A disabled hydrant in an important position at the 
Underhay oil fire furnished a sweet morsel for several days, as long as it 
could be used as a reflection upon this department, but was dropped as soon 
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as the Water Board with commendable candor acknowledged responsibility for 
it in a letter which we have already submitted as evidence. A gentleman 
whose thoughts are usually on larger matters has criticised before you, as in- 
dicating a lack of discipline, the alleged fact, or possibly the genuine fact, 
that he had heard members of a certain engine company singing popular airs 
on a summer night, and to his mind it indicated revelry and lack of due 
regard for the dignity of their positions, though subsequent testimony by 
officers of the company and the assistant chief has shown that if the men sung 
at all it was neither at an improper time nor under improper inspiration. 
One critic, somewhere within the insurance circle, charged that the depart- 
ment had not been living up to the ordinance, and alleged for bis statement 
this reason: ‘‘I have had from time to time in the last six years various 
engineers of the Fire Department come to my office and say they wished I 
would have such and such a building examined, that they had an examination 
made, and there were certain collections there that ought to be taken away, 
and they apparently did not seem to think they had any power to do it 
themselves.” 

You have had every district chief before you but one, whose headquarters 
are seven or eight miles away, and each and every one has testified that he 
never had any consultation with the gentleman in question, and only two or 
three know him by sight. Another gentleman whose reputation is national, 
and whose motives in any attempt to discover and remedy defects in a system 
are beyond question, based several of his criticisms upon premises largely 
incorrect, because accepted from sources clearly unreliable. In the first 
place, District Chief Egan was not the second officer in command at the 
Kingston-street fire, and did not go of his own impulse upon the Brown-Dur- 
rell building to do what a private might have done, but under superior orders 
which, like a good soldier, he never questions. Again, so much human life 
was at stake when the department arrived that no one could well be spared 
to close shutters in the Brown-Durrell building, provided they had been 
open; but you have the most reliable testimony to prove that they were shut. 
Furthermore, certain statements as to the competency of the department 
were based upon the assumption that the capacities of our engines were at 
least 40 per cent. less than what actual measurements show them to be. Of 
course the most ingenious argument must show weaknesses when there are 
so many defects in the material of which it is constructed. But to catalogue 
all the rumors and irresponsible statements and guesses that have inspired 
criticisms so freely would be more wearying than edifying. In the testimony 
which you have here received we believe you will find all of that kind of 
matter which you will care to consider. 


EQUIPMENT. 


Our department will compare favorably in kind and quantity of equiment 
with any other city in the country. Since the Thanksgiving fire of 1889, 22 
new engines have been purchased, about a third of them being of the most 
powerful schedule capacity, and the others carefully adapted to their intended 
locations. We have now 42 engines in active service and a new house ready 
for another company. We have 17 ladder companies, 10 chemical engine 
companies, and 2 water-tuwers, while in small equipment like hose, pompier 
ladders, jumping nets, door openers, cellar pipes, Siamese connections, etc., 
we are very well supplied, great care being taken not to fall below all 
reasonable requirements in these respects. There are certain improvements 
and additions much needed, which will be attended to as soon as the govern- 
ment decides that the city can afford it and will furnish the money. 


COMPARISONS. 


In response to the request of the committee, we would submit the following 
comparisons: 

In the following cities the losses by fire for the past three years (1890-91- 
92) were: 
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New York (about)....... PAs ek atiek oe fee ee LO, O00;000 
Re HeROOMCAG UL) gti ae te genta e Wire eed whe that atone viet 7,000,000 
POR Sees Ne. Cot Bie sats RAO aT eh NST chat areas b 2,700,903 
LOO ISM anvere Cc Tame ee eens iA ats tig sels Gala” {DOO YIGO 
BLL OOS se es ae ee Fe nate tire Mees PIR eel 5,229,561 
Philadelphia (about) ..-........ edasate iste y ey uO OO 
CINCINTAGES hee. CeCe ed ts ee ere ele es 3,602,450 


We also present the losses in these cities for the last 10 years. Exhibit 1 
shows in detail the yearly losses for the last 3 years, and Exhibit 3 for 
the last 10 years in the above cities. In the exhibits submitted Boston is 
shown with a column showing the insurance losses for the periods under con- 
sideration, and another column showing the actual losses for the same time. 
As far as our information goes, the figures for the other cities seem to apply 
to insurance losses. In that case, the column of insurance losses for Boston 
should only be considered for purposes of comparison; but if the figures for 
other cities represent actual losses, then the column of Boston’s actual losses 
is supplied for the purposes of comparison. 

The values to be protected are as follows: 


PHEW ORR Mier enta dat Nie Boletos Wate aay Oks $1,613,740,805 
RPTL eMetrics ae a Se a INS ie on aietete a one alates & 219,354,368 
PUMA ACL Oi iret is Gh hele oho des aie, spss tn CLyOOOs 20S 
EOD WY cee te re oe dee ai dal cia eat OT atahn! aie ps el oy eye? 96,8 445,038,201 
Sb MENDES Actas vale meee Wg a Sete I Ga on! a Sie ily ed's en) p> 245,932,200 
ESS ERR at hie ws penne: Be 'oRe SET style vid ole 'e “st f los hia, ew eh « 822,041,800 
SAAT T te Pa ee ne ce orienta ht a, aS aia eck cide ied ¢ 278,349,691 
CERES vB 1g RR hee ete oe cal a Be eh te 177,773,240 


As a verification of these values, we submit a copy of a letter from the su- 
perintendent of the national census: ‘‘ No information as to the true value of 
property in these cities can be given, except that itis known to be much greater, 
especially inthe case of Chicago, but no fixed relations between the assessed 
and true value of property exists; the ratio varying, it is believed, in every 
municipality.” 

We submit a document from the assessors, showing in detail the valuation 
of wards in Boston for 1887, 1888, 1891, and 1892. 


EXTENSION FIREs. 


The following cities have a record in their reports of fires which have ex- 
tended, from which the following figures are taken: 


Extension Fires in New York City. 


RIM EBD tela ds Se'ure) aa ciel 3 Merete ties scant oe er tiiats be eae e Rn Pees 23 
ROTM eer ee dre ie ere egies alge geirtn cone tear ae atl nar es arzidle Se cet are) x. ove 51 
PUVA Leta Ap Missin a aa dace atid «tu aistelare Ae icit Pais Ole Was fe areas ohh 5 Sed 56 
Total for the three years ........... seit erat era Sie wth adic > 130 
Extension Fires in Chicago. 
1h MLE} a pee atiaale) s'einrg beer h aim iste Mato ciate tase 44, «'p e'e, 10) an we 92 
PAM VSRETAISS « 8 slpah PLE ala Se aie i gta idee UR on Sait all. MN Ry ge ge 123 
TEP ALN en Peain seta rod 2.375 ft fai an ig Na oats ee eacata ta Vig ds) ia 49 'as «bs 160 
Total for the three years .....,.....<. OE RAS IES oe 375 
Extension Fires in Boston. 
In 1889 and to April 30, 1890 (16 months)........... Ce? eee 29 
In 1890 (from April 30 to December 31) ........ cee sccceces 10 


In 1891 (from January 1 to December 31)..........-eccse0-0. 932 


Total for the three ag from January 1, 1889, to Decem- 
ber 31, 1891. Tawi x i oiuiawteh irae asia. mn Patil welt 
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Boston’s DISADVANTAGES. 


It is the opinion of practical experts that Boston has more difficulties to 
overcome in fire-fighting than any large city in the country. We submit, in 
verification of this claim, for the committee’s consideration, a fac-simile 
copy of the reports made of our city and of other large cities by the General 
Inspector of the National Board of Underwriters. We would specially draw 
your attention to the closing sentence of his report, where he says that Bos- 
ton has difficulties which he has met with in no other city that he has 
inspected. A few of the evils we contend with are narrow streets and con- 
gestion of values, of buildings, and of population. 

Following is the average width of the streets in the following cities : 


Feet 
PMP CIC ESN eis Ute wea iehs ed Xs oar tens © sale Uh e tials et Ae Are ae fF 60 
CULOA MOMS oer ears ose ce er a curate! Wettete bes aire Muse Loans ee ae 66 

(The streets in the business centre of Chicago will average 
wider. ) 

PAOLO liter atve oan Sin Uietoe wwe ots ae Mesto nals ees APA ReMi Oh et 3 50 
ASEOOK LUI Mreseie re oaks, « oa cate eae ac es wns is Ree an a raleen Spd netice eee 70 
Led Beg hi) a be ae saree A Arai Bee aig Oe ary Sian wee th ge A ce 60 
sREON UP EREYS) US AON aS ACAINE J gi Amerie ris Sua Parente dae Being. Ape aa ox! 30" 66 
SAE LALO LCC Odense tits iss cs abate Sek tb raielentd Pe See cate oie een June ae ea 
ASICS bl Pacis Meee er ere 6 Slee ote i Rin ia joie hee wispy ee tre cdg Shee eee 50 
ERATSIAS EG eeaG. arts sapsses huss ah aie iN ES © Fie eg he pie ANN eae catstac ce cel eee erate 40 


Out of 50 of the principal cities in the United States not one, except Boston 
and Taunton, Mass., has streets of as low an average width as 40 feet. 

The congestion in Boston, as compared with other cities, is shown in the 
national census of 1890 (from which we quote verbatim) : 

‘‘In New York city the number of persons per acre ranges from 474 in 
Ward 10 to 3 in Ward 24; in Chicago, from 116 in Ward 16 to 2 persons 
in Wards 28 and 38; in Boston, 204 persons in Ward 8 to 3 in Ward 23; 
Philadelphia, 163 persons in Ward 3 to 1 in Ward 23; Brooklyn, 198 in Ward 
16 to 6 in Ward 26; Cincinnati, 162 in Ward 13 to 3 in Ward 30; in Buffalo, 
from 60 persons in Ward 2 to 1 in Wards 12 and 13; in New Orleans, from 
56 persons in Ward 10 to 2 in Ward 9; in Milwaukee, from 43 in Ward 2 to 
7 in wards 7 and 8.” A comparison of the area. congestion of valuation and 
population, width of streets, and the buildings of Boston with the same con- 
ditions in other cities shows conclusively that we are far more handicapped 
than any of them in case of fire. 

The electric hazard with us from overhead wires and the use of electric 
power in all forms is far greater than anywhere else. This is a self-evident 
fact. We feel all the more, because of the narrowness of our streets, the 
great danger of fire resulting from this cause. 

We present maps of New York, Chicago, and Boston, which show how 
badly Boston is laid out. 

We submit the annual expenditures of the Fire Department since 1885. 
Boston, with a population of halfa million, has in reality a business equal to 
that of a city of a million population; hence, in proportion to our actual pop- 
ulation, we have been compelled to have a large fire force. We have condi- 
tions which exist nowhere else; Charlestown, East Boston, Brighton, and 
South Boston are isolated and by themselves, and we are compelled to have 
extra apparatus and men stationed in these districts, which would not be the 
case if they were more directly connected with the city proper. A fair esti- 
mate of the extra expense is $50,000 annually. The maintenance of the pub- 
lic clocks, inspection of wires, payment for hydrant and water service, the 
patrol system called for by ordinance, and pensions for disabled firemen 
means $100,000 more. In addition, owing to the electric hazard of the city 
and its peculiar construction and narrow streets, we are compelled to have 
extra men in our companies and a larger number of ladder trucks in propor- 
tion to the number of our steamers than is the case in other cities. A fair esti- 
mate of this extra expense is $60,000 per annum. We pay most of our men 
$1,200 a year; New York alone equals us. In Chicago they pay from about 
$700 to $1,100, having four grades, those in the suburbs receiving the lowest 
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pay and those in the centre of the city the highest. The captains and lieu- 
tenants receive a little over that paid a hoseman, while with us $1,400 and 
$1,600 respectively are paid. In the other cities of the country the great 
bulk of them pay from $800 to $1,000, a few only paying $1,100. In pay 
alone we expend from 10 per cent. to 20 per cent. more of our annual appro- 
priations than any city except New York. It is a fair estimate to say that 
$250,000 a year, or 25 per cent. of our annual expenditure, is caused by the 
points we have enumerated. 

Some question has been raised about Chicago, as contrasted with Boston. 
There can be no comparison between the two cities. Her business section 
has streets 66, 80, and 100 to 120 and 140 feet wide —an average width of 
over 70 feet. In order to have Boston’s business section have the same 
width of streets as Chicago’s, it would be necessary to take 25 per cent. from 
the present area occupied by buildings in the Boston district and add it to the 
present streets there. We make this assertion, based upon actual measure- 
ments and estimates made by members of our own force, and verified, as the 
following letter shows, by an employee of the city surveyor’s office : 


‘¢City oF Boston, 
‘OFFICE OF THE CITY SURVEYOR, 
Cry WALL, April: 10.1890. 


‘““DeAR Sir: I have, at your request, made an approximate estimate of 
the relation of the building area of the business section of the city to the 
amount of land necessary to widen all the streets within that section to a 
width of 70 feet, and find that the business area would be diminished about 
25 per cent. by such a change in the streets. 


‘* Very truly yours, 
‘eH4Os WHIINnY.4 


The district named is included within the following streets: Tremont 
street, Eliot and Kneeland, Atlantic avenue, State and Court streets. 

Here is a fact that speaks for itself and shows the enormous advantage 
Chicago has over Boston in wide streets and in buildings less congested than 
ours. How many fires are prevented from jumping to adjoining roofs across 
streets in Chicago because of the streets’ widths as much as because of the 
efficiency of a fire department? If the heat from a fire is sufficient to ignite 
a building within a certain distance, how much more are buildings jeopar- 
dized which are from 30 to 40 or 45 feet distant in Boston than buildings 
which are from 66 to 80, 90, 100, and even more feet distant in Chicago? 

Chicago’s small business section is as near perfection as nature and man 
can make it. No overhead wires; surrounded on three sides by the lake and 
the Chicago river with fire-boats brought into play in the heart of the city; 
its straight, level, and broad streets enabling engines to reach a fire quickly, 
the backs of its buildings separated by passageways, building construction 
excellent, and no building now allowed to be built over 12 stories. Of all 
our large cities it stands preéminent because of its easy facilities for fighting 
fire. 

If Boston were to take in the territory surrounding her, so as to equal 
Chicago in area, we would, according to the census of 1890, have a population 
of between 800,000 and 900,000, as compared with a million in Chicago. It 
would, adding the fire force of the annexed territory to our own, give us a ser- 
vice fully as large as that of Chicago, with an annual expenditure of $1,300,000, 
as against about $1,600,000 spent in Chicago. This, with other reasons we have 
stated, proves conclusively that Boston represents in wealth, buildings, and 
fire-risk, a great city of a million people. 

On the question of premiums paid in other cities we would submit the fol- 
lowing information: The losses in New York have averaged the last three 
years about $5,333,000; the premiums paid, according to Mr. Paige, were 
about $5,000,000 yearly. We have reason to believe that from $6,000,000 to 
$7,000,000 is nearer correct. In Brooklyn the average loss for the last three 
years has been $1,861,994; the insurance premiums about a million dollars 
yearly. In Chicago the average loss for the last three years has been $2,250- 
838, insurance premium about $4,000,000. In Boston the average loss for 
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the last three vears has been $900,000, the insurance premiums $3,000,000 
this year. We believe these figures are correct, and can be verified. It shows 
well for Boston, especially as the premium rates with us are considerably 
cheaper than in Chicago or New York. An example is the Hecht building. 
In Boston it was insured for about one-half per cent.; in Chicago it would 
cost at least one and one half per cent. 

In the evidence laid before the committee many recommendations, some of 
which we have presented in the past, have been made. We believe that your 
good judgment will separate the good from the bad, and you need no expression 
of opinion from us. ‘‘ Public office,” to quote a distinguished statesman, ‘‘is 
made up of much misrepresentation.” The Board of Fire Commissioners 
asked, in justice to themselves and in order to clear away misrepresentation, 
that the fire force be investigated. We assume all responsibility for the 
present condition of the force. We believe the facts show that our service 
is equal to any and surpassed by none. If we might be allowed one word at 
the end, it is this, that while buildings of large area are built on narrow 
streets, no fire department that exists can, in case of fire, prevent large losses ; 
especially is this so when they are faulty in their construction. 


Yours respectfully, 


Rospert G. Fitcu, 
JOHN R. Murpuy, 
GErorGE H. Innis, 


Board of Fire Commissioners. 


In connection with their report the Fire Commissioners sub- 
mitted the following : | 
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[ copy. ] 
ELEVENTH CENSUS 
OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 


Census OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, February 20, 1893. 


Sir: In reply to your letter of the 17th instant, I have to inform you that 
the assessed valuation in 1890 of the cities below named was as follows: 


NG SUPA T IC ei Merrie tartare, SS teat Spe ia ere eit ata ots $1,618,740,805 
CRTC rat, tee eee PRR ee ee oY kc aceon Ae Oe die 219,354,368 
PAULO INA latera hetcoet all hate tend ute are Rass 974,338,294 
BAC Kiya Ss alee while Aes aietnybet lide Mere eaiatee 445,088,201 | 
PNGSRLIO MIS a eit C 5 as eek ee hee aol oe cee ten 245,932,200 
SRS O SUCHIN Ge ten tes Sa ache fo Shite uk tas alta lett sbecaaduerame Nat are iat deers 822,041,800 
POAILITIFOLES Units erate eres ea cae ce el oe wade he Cre Ia 278,249,691 
DAP PAINGISD OF Laie sie chalet cia tehask at anette tants ercte ae par 012,062,900 
(PUT CaTVe Gast es Reece cea cals ck ea Re atte ole te ane ee 177,773,240 
Cleveland ,....... Ee) STE oe Re By eee ee ea 99,614,055 
SLIPS here oaee ois Uke. ale a ee A Peete re 160,266,391 


No information as to the true value of property in these cities can be 
given, except that it is known to be much greater, especially in the case of 
Chicago, but no fixed relation between the assessed and true value of prop- 
erty exists; the ratio varying, it is believed, in every municipality. 


Very respectfully, 
(Signed), A. F. CHILDS, 
Acting Superintendent of Census. 


Joun R. Murpny, Esq., 
Old Court-House, Boston, Massachusetts. 
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1892. 


Exhibit 6. 


Cory From Assessors’ RECORDS. 
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Ward. 

Assessed Value 
Buildings. 

hei $5,737,500 
py ae 5,232,400 
out 3,075,200 
y ol 8,731,800 
Dibra 4,801,900 
Ciienate 16,183,600 
LRsa ns 10,846,200 
Bim bey 3,910,200 
ae es 8,226,200 
LO ever 29,670,200 
eae es 41,320,200 
VODs ence 21,490,500 
Loire 5,992,900 
14. 8,326,300 
PO et 4,325,300 
Dies; 3. 7,388,800 
Bc daw 3 10,189,800 
Sas fs 11,722,100 
ASO ae te 6,665,800 
Dieters 9,893,200 
Sta ok 15,395,900 
DIAN $ Bsec 10,283,700 
nye Se ege 12,126,400 
Dae Wer 18,295,700 
Ai ioe i 6,377,900 
Totals, | $281,109,700 


The total value of the Real Estate, 
Land, and Buildings was $680,279,- 


875. 


Attest: 


Assessed Value 
Personal Hstate. 


$1,045,000 
663,400 | 
839,700 
903,100 
2,865,300 
16,778,500 
7,638,900 
542,900 
12,733,300 
35,426,200 
53,844,500 
21,029,300 | 
733,800 
1,142,200 
629,100 
663,500 
2,357,000 
6,441,900 
932,600 
1,530,600 
8,328,700 
4,569,300 
9,544,500 


5,890,800 | 


2,034,400 


$199,108,500 


Ward. 


oar 


Totals, 


375. 


1891. 


Assessed Value 
Buildings. 


$5,344,600 
5,152,100 
3,019,100 
3,446,500 
4,807,600 
15,558,300 
10,557,700 
3,894,100 
8,225,400 
28,537,100 
40,384,300 
20,578,400 
5,810,000 
7,934,300 
4,179,200 
7,099,200 
9,710,500 
11,909,000 
6,459,100 
9,288,600 
14,686,800 
9,032,700 
11,222,300 
16,543,000 
5,558,600 


$268,938,500 


Assessed Value 
Personal Estate. 


$1,022,400 
600,200 
863,000 
911,100 
2,980,500 
17,014,900 
7,235,800 
612,200 
13,250,300 
34,630, 100 
48,832,700 
19,834,300 
670,400 
1,347,100 
625,300 
629,200 
2,346,800 
6,337,000 
867,000 
1,653,800 
7,472,500 
2 949,400 
9,593,100 
5,911,300 
1,866,500 


$190,056,900 


The total value of the Real Estate, 
Land, and Buildings was $650,238,- 


D. H. Morrissey, Clerk, 


Board 


of Assessors. 


Totals, 


APPENDIX. 
Copy FROM ASSESSORS’ REcoRDS. — Continued. 
1890. 1889. 
Assessed Value | Assessed Value ' Ward. | Assessed Value | Assessed Value 


Buildings. 
$5,115,500 
4,900,200 
2,946,600 
3,261,000 
4,676,300 
14,025,100 
9,975,200 
3,789,700 
8,113,200 
26,904,200 
38,109,400 
19,788,400 
5,759,000 
7,070,100 
4,028,200 
7,187,800 
9,185,200 
11,831,000 
6,221,900 
8,748,900 
13,524,900 
8,001,400 
10,544,000 
15,183,200 
5,051,900 


$254,442, 300 


Personal Estate. 


$856,900 
566,100 
997,000 
893,500 
3,350,900 
17,148,300 
7,563,900 
567,900 
12,242,700 
34,248,000 
48,993,200 
18,882,000 
576,600 
1,262,400 
605,300 
626.400 
2,581,900 
6,534,400 
872,400 
1,780,000 
7,364,900 
2,591,606 
8,862,700 
5,407,300 
1,642,200 


$187,018,500 


The total value of the Real Estate, 
Land, and Buildings was $619.990,- 


275. 


Attest: 


Connor wnwr 


Totals, 


Buildings. 


$4,759,300 
4,737,600 
2,931,700 
3,144,300 
4,902,000 
13,644,800 
9,728,400 
3,692,700 
8,256,500 
97,245,500 
26,796,200 
18,988,300 
5,676,600 
6,588,000 
3,968,200 
6,883,000 
7,047,100 
11,669,900 
5,965,200 
8,508,900 
12,823,500 
7,061,800 
9,974,400 
13,846,000 
4,555,100 


$243,395 ,000 


Personal Estate. 
$873,200 
567,000 
1,128,300 
835,000 
3,351,700 
16,835,900 
7,828,300 
539,100 
12,797,000 
33,886,300 
47,743,800 
20,307,100 
598,900 
1,211,400 
574,500 
544,600 
3,032,300 
6,794,200 
790,500 
1,742,900 
7,150,500 
2,167,200 
8,637,700 
4,966,700 
1,545,900 


$186,450,000 


The total value of the Real Estate, 
Land, and Buildings was $593,799,- 


975. 


D. H. Morrissry, Clerk, 


Board of Assessors. 


ee a 


—————————— eee ee 
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Cory FROM ASSESSORS’ REcORDs. — Continued. 


Ward. 


oe eee 


> oP © wy 


oe eee 


se eee 


ee 


© © © Gua 


1888. 


Assessed Value 
Buildings. 


$4,505,700 
1,60 ,700 
2,895,400 
3,052,200 
4,553,700 
13,446,600 
9,672,500 
3,726,600 
7,965,500 
25 685.200 
34,564,400 
18,698,000 
5,071,700 
7,021,300 
3,901,300 
6,717,700 
8,740,700 
11,606,600 
6,495,500 
7,748,060 
11,965,300 
6,234,600 
8,954,600 
12,694,500 
4,024,800 


$234,548, 200 


Assessed Value 
Personal Hstate. 


$864,300 
603,900 
1,095,200 
785,900 
3,427,400 
16,581,700 
7,620,700 
503,600 
13,028,906 
35,557,800 
46,151,200 
19,890,000 
473,800 
1,157,000 
651,400 
649,100 
3,254,900 
6,767,000 
888,100 
1,716,300 
7,600,800 
1,901,900 
9,042,900 
4,919,800 
1,516,306 


$186,649,900 


The total value of the Real Estate, 
Land, and Buildings was $563,013,- 


275. 


Attest: 


Ward. 


seer 


Totals, 


.. | 25,112,800 


1887. 


Assessed Value 
Buildings. 


$4,348,000 
4,749,500 
2,829,700 
2,970,300 
4,505,000 
13,230,600 
9,491.500 
3,620,500 
7,910,600 


32,756,800 
18,365,000 
4,926,600 
6,729,400 
3,851,200 
6,663,300 
9,235,700 
11,610,400 
5,204,000 
7,153,000 | 
11,589,700 
5,522,500 
8,310,000 
11,600,800 
3,680,900 | 


— ee 


Assessed Value 
Personal Estate. 


$897,100 
634,900 
1,037,900 
788,600 
3,968,200 
16,572,700 
7,481,300 
498,300 
13,229,600 
35,575,100 
44,234,700 
19,880,900 
407,500 
1,316,700 
671 000 
642,100 
3,409,500 
7,064,900 
$33,200 
1,580,200 
7,804,600 
1,814,000 
8,811,000 
5,084,300 
1,431,700 


$225,967,800 | $185,670,000 


The total value of the Real Estate, 
Land, and Buildings was $547,171,- 


175. 


D. H. Morrissey, Clerk, 


Board of Assessors. 


768 APPENDIX. 
Cory From Assessors’ RecorpDs. — Continued. 
1886. 1886. 
Ward. Ward. 
Assessed Value | Assessed Value Assessed Value | Assessed Value 
Buildings. Personal Estate. Buildings. Personal Estate. 
serene $3,976,300 $982,100 Mee $6,671,900 $1,888,200 
Pp tee 4,465,800 729,700 Loveae 3,756,200 752,200 
Sok ok tes 2,771,400 Mio. LOO Gee 6,521,700 753,500 
rah ea 2,936,400 719,400 |! 17.. 9,166,600 3,443,800 
SDE CUA 4,485,000 3,831,500 ;| 18.. 11,408.300 6,824,400 
Giese 12,856,500 16,203,500 || 19.. 5,105,000 792,200 
heer ee 9,086,200 Tope TOU 1 ee O sat ee 6,771,700 1,422,800 
Sifeoe 3,578,400 492,700 2 ae 11,334,500 5,998,400 
Ee 8,051,200 13,290,900 ph 4,171,500 1,477,300 
LOMASee 24,407,000 35,482,700 || 23.. 7,254,400 8,448,200 
ihe ae 30,896,800 41,069,500 || 24.. 10,602,400 4,853,200 
LB ste 17,420,600 19,114,600 || 25. 3,425,000 1,437,100 
yes ae 4,780,200 428,500 
ULM PERM E Una ee ie ned cis wks Glsrakere amr Tita te EW cckate $215,881,000 | $178,338,200 


The total value of the Real Estate and Buildings was $517,503,275. 
D. H. Morrissgy, Clerk, 


Board of Assessors. 


Attest: 


Exhibit 7. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT AND WATER SUPPLY, ) 
REPORT No. 28. 


NATIONAL BOARD OF FIRE UNDERWRITERS. 


REPORT ON THE FIRE DEPARTMENT, FIRE PATROL, AND 
WATER SUPPLY. OF NEW YORK CITY. 


New York, February 17, 1891. 


[ By vote of the Execute Committee one copy only of each report issued will 
be furnished confidentially to members. | 


Chief Municipal Officer? Hugh J. Grant, Mayor. 

Population of 2? 1,654,648. Area of? 414 square miles. 

Fire limits ? Comprise all that part of the city south of 155th Street and 
west of Harlem River and south of 138th Street and west of Cypress Avenue to 
the East River. 

How situated in reference to Fire Hazard and liability to general confla- 
grations ? There has never yet in the twenty-five years of the existence of 
the present New York Fire Department, arisen an occasion when the De- 
partment was not equal to any emergency that required its services; and it is 
possible that it will still be able to meet all demands that may be made upon 
it, but there is a danger, such as a sweeping conflagration in some localities, 
which would place the Department at a disadvantage should other fires occur 
at the same time. See summary. 
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Do frame ranges expose better buildings? Not to any great extent. The 
frame buildings in the older part of the city are fast disappearing. 

Exposures (Lumber Yards, Elevators, etc.), to business district? There 
are no exposures of this character. There are a few lumber yards on the 
East River and a considerable lumber on the North River from West Houston 
to 20th Street, between 11th Avenue and the river. Elevators remote on the 
North River. 

Prevailing winds? N. W., W., S. W.,S.,S.E., N., N. E., E. Highest 
velocity always between N. W. and Westerly. 

Character and general height of buildings in business districts? Charac- 
ter of buildings erected for business purposes is good. Many that have been 
altered from dwellings, poor. General height five to six stories. 

Height and construction of highest buildings ; uf not fire-proof, can they be 
reached by present fire and water facilities ? Ten to thirteen stories. Build- 
ings over 80 feet in height must be well constructed. The high office build- 
ings that have been erected in the lower part of the city are of good construc- 
tion. The Fire Department has all known facilities. 

Proportion of brick, stone, and frame buildings? Not more than 20 per 
cent. of buildings are of frame. Few frames are being constructed, and those 
only in the upper part of the city. 

Streets. — Average width of ? Below Fulton, streets vary from 20 to 50 
feet. Broad, Broadway, Trinity Place, and Greenwich Street, 80 feet and 
over. Fulton to Canal, 40 to 60 on west side and 20 to 50 on east side. 
Canal to 14th, 50 to 60 feet. Bowery, Centre, Broadway, South Fifth 
Avenue, and Hudson Street wider. Above 14th, avenues 100 feet; streets 
60 feet. A number of cross streets wide. 

Pavements? Block pavement in the middle and lower portion of the city. 
On West and South Streets small Belgian blocks. These two streets are in 
very poor condition in consequence of the immense traffic over them. In the 
upper part of the city stone blocks and asphalt, and in some cases macad- 
amized. ‘The streets in the middle and upper part of the city generally good. 

Is there a stringent law regulating building construction, and is it rigidly 
enforced? Yes. A very good building law and rigidly enforced. All build- 
ings over eighty feet high must be built of flre-proof material. 

Is there an ordinance prohibiting fire-works and fire-crackers ? They are 
not entirely prohibited. They are allowed to be sold by license under cer- 
tain restrictions, only one permit being given for a square block, and no per- 
mits being given for the following district, viz.: that bounded by Chambers 
Street to West Broadway, by West Broadway, South Fifth Avenue and Fifth 
Avenue to 14th Street, by 14th Street to Sixth Avenue to 23d Street, by 23d 
Street to Fourth Avenue, by Fourth Avenue, Astor Place and Lafayette 
Place to Great Jones Street; thence by a line running through the block to 
the corner of Bleecker and Crosby Streets, thence by Crosby Street to How- 
ard Street, by Howard Street to Elm Street, by Elm Street to Reade Street, 
by Reade Street to Centre Street and thence to Chambers Street. 

Is there provisions for investigation as to causes of fires, and ws wt now 
enforced? Yes. ‘There is a Fire Marshal attached to the Fire Department, 
who examines into the origin of all fires. 

Are the sale and storage of owls, combustibles, and dangerous compounds 
regulated by law? Yes. There is a bureau of the Fire Department known 
as the Bureau of Combustibles, which has charge of the storage and sale of 
oils. No burning oil allowed to be sold without license, and no oil that is to be 
used for heating or illuminating purposes that emits an inflammable vapor at 
less than 100 deg. Fahrenheit allowed to be sold. 

If Board of Fire Underwriters exist give officers’ names: Samuel P. Blag- 
den, President; E. R. Kennedy, Vice-President; Wm. W. Henshaw, Secre- 
tary; Geo. B. Rhoades, Assistant-Secretary ; Lindley Murray, Jr., Treasurer 
— for the year 1890 and 1891. 


Fire DEPARTMENT. 


When organized? 1865. Paid or volunteer? Paid. 
Number of men in entire Department? 1,094, of whom 55 are relieved 
from service at fires, 


770 APPENDIX. 


How is Department officered ? The companies are organized into 12 bat- 
talions, consisting of from 5 to 9 companies each, and commanded by a Chief 
of Battalion; a Deputy Chief of Department commands the First to Sixth 
Battalion, and another commands the Seventh to Twelfth Battalion; the 
entire force is commanded by the Chief of Department. 

Are officers appointed or elected, and by whom? ‘The officers and privates 
alike are appointed by the Board of Commissioners. 

Give present officers. Hugh Bonner, Chief of Department; John McCabe, 
Francis J. Reilly. Deputy Chiefs; Benj. M. Gicquel, Wm. Rowe, John S. 
Fisher, Samuel Campbell, John J. Bresnan, Michael F. Reeves, Thomas 
Lally, Charles D. Purroy, Joseph F. McGill, John J. Cashman, John H. 
Kehoe, Peter H. Short, Chiefs of Battalion. 

What kind of discipline ts enforced? The discipline is first-class. 

Does the Department do patrol duty to familiarize the men with the char- 
acter and condition of important buildings? Yes. General Orders No. 18, 
October 4, series of 1889, provides that ‘‘ 1.—Company commanders will make 
an inspection of their respective company districts, and report all violations 
of law relating to this Department that may be found therein, in the manner 
hereinafter stated,” and also calls attention to the laws in relation to shut- 
ters on the fronts of buildings, gas and steam pipes, scuttles, and ladders, in 
tenement houses, fire escapes, halls, and stairs in hotels, and doors, aisles, 
etc., in buildings of a public character, obstructions to hydrants, closing 
of hoistways, trap-doors, and iron shutters, kindling fires in streets, storage 
of petroleum and coal oil, storage of hay, etc., ete. The performance of 
these duties from time to time necessarily keeps the commanders well posted 
in each of their respective districts. 

How is the Department governed? By three Commissioners appointed by 
the Mayor. 

What relation does wt bear to the City Government? It is a department of 
the City Government independent in all respects. 

Number of Fire Engines drawn by horses? 56 companies. 

Are horses ready at all tumes? MHorses are used for no other purpose. 
Ready for duty at all times. 

Number of Companies. ©6 Engine companies, of which two are floating 
engines, and 9 are double companies. 21 Hook and Ladder companies, 1 of 
which, No. 5, is a double company, and No. 3 running a water tower. No.19 
runs a Hose Wagon and Truck. Engine 88 runs a Hose Wagon and Truck. 
Engines 47, 48, 49, 50, and 52 run a 2-horse Hook and Ladder Truck in con- 
nection with their other apparatus. A Water Tower in connection with 
Engines 7 and 21. ' 

Number of men in each Company. Double engine companies, 20 men. 
Single companies, 12 men. Truck companies, 12 men. Double company, 
18 men. 

Number of Companies reporting to any given alarm. 2 to 6 Engines, 1 
Boat, 2 Trucks, according to location. 

State make, style, and condition of Engines, and time they have been in 
service. 


Ley 


MANAGEMENT OF FrrRE DEPARTEENT. 


‘a0UTS 4JINGOy, 


“pUR[ST S,PABAA ,, ~ 


‘20UIS JINGay 


‘oivdg | ‘ >» 
9 G 99 27 
*souvdg ) % “A 
‘9ouTs FINQoy 
‘auvdg 
99 9? 
‘aindg 9 ”? 
‘sorvdg ‘a0uIs yInqay 
*syIvWyy 


“SSSI 
‘F881 ‘I8ST 
‘COST 
‘Sgsl 
‘6881 
‘L181 ‘9L8T 
‘FS8I 
‘eSsl 
‘S98 
“1881 ‘SSSI 
“88ST ‘98sI 
‘F88I ‘OSST 
‘S98 ‘LOST 
‘998 ‘E98T 
‘SSSI ‘OST 
‘OS8I 
‘6L81 ‘F181 
‘ELSI 
‘9981 ‘GOST 


“ying Toy AA 


“SYSTR.S 
‘YOON ouvsg 
‘[BJUOZLIOF] 

*‘QUSIVIyS 
‘YOON OUBIO 
‘quey divx 


99 ” 


‘yooN ourlg 
“WY SLRIS 
‘yarp 0 
9 99 
9 4:9 

‘YOON ouBly) 
*‘qYystB1yg 

‘yuRy, [oleg 


‘OUR YT 


‘arqnog 
‘a1Sulg 
‘arqnod, 
‘a SUIg 
‘XIBJO'W 


” 


? 


‘aiqnoq 
‘g13UIg 
9° 


9? 


‘a1qnod 


‘ouISU 


‘souor » ddvig 
‘ddvo 
‘sudIyy 

‘qouRLy eT 
‘svoysouy 
‘£QSTIS 
‘suoly Vy 
‘pinoy 
‘souor 9 ddvig 
‘qouvigq BT 
‘svoysouy 

‘souor » ddvig 
‘suolyy 


29 


‘SBoysouy 


‘roping 


‘yI¢ 4A 
‘UF ‘aT 
” 7 
= us 
7 ‘e 
‘ps ‘g 
os sf 
99 ie 
9 af. 
fs ‘e 
I oe 
3 AW 
99 ‘6 
‘DS ‘eI 
i ‘9 
” v4 | 
” 
9 xh 
SINT ‘9 
"OZ ‘ON 


12 APPENDIX. 


Number of Chemical Engines drawn by horses? There are 6 Chemical 
Engines which are not in service. There are none drawn by hand, and no 
other Engine of any other character than those mentioned above and drawn 
by horses. 

Chemical Hand Extinguishers. — How many carried with each Company 
— size, style, and make? There are 183 Chemical Fire Extinguishers, 2 
being carried on Trucks and on Tenders, 3 to 5 gallon Babcocks. 

Water Tower. Whose build and how operated? ‘There are 3: 2 of Green- 
leaf pattern, operated by cranks and screws, and 1 of the Hale’s pattern, 
operated by chemical chamber or hydraulic power. 

Hose-Tenders. Number drawn by horses, forty 4-wheeled; one 4-wheeled 
with double reel; twenty-five 2-wheeled, carrying 600 to 1,000 feet of com- 
bination rubber, or cotton rubber-lined hose, from one to three years in 
service, in good condition, the hose being frequently tested. There are two 
4-wheeled Hose-wagons in use, carrying 800 feet cotton rubber-lined hose. 

Number of Trucks with Aerial Ladders, drawn by horses? Six, extending 
from 75 to 95 feet. 

Number of Trucks carrying portable Extension Ladders, drawn by horses ? 
Twenty-five, extending from 50 to 73. 

Number of ordinary Trucks. Six. 

If the City has a water-front is there a Fire Boat, and vf so, what is vts 
capacity and efficiency? 'The City has an extensive water-front, which is 
protected by 2 Fire Boats, or Floating Engines, viz: The ‘‘ William F. Have- 
meyer,” and the ‘‘ Zophar Mills.” The former boat is located at the foot of 
Clinton Street, East River, and has a pumping capacity of 2,592 gallons per 
minuce. It is fitted up with all the necessary appliances to do good work. 
This Company covers the water-front on the East River on first alarms, and 
onthe North River on second and special calls. The other boat is located at 
the foot of West 13th Street on the North River, and covers the water-front 
on that river at first alarms, and elsewhere on further calls. The pumping 
capacity of this boat is 3,577 gallons per minute. It is also fitted up with all 
modern appliances. Both of these boats are very effective pieces of apparatus. 

The new fire-boat, called the ‘‘ New Yorker,” is now in service. She is 
stationed at the Battery, and as it is calculated that her speed will reach twenty 
miles an hour, can thus run from her berth to 42d Street on either the East 
or North River within twenty minutes. There are four sets of vertical 
double-acting, fly-wheel pumps; two sets of the La France type, and two sets 
of Clapp & Jones type. They aggregate: Eight steam cylinders, 16 inches in 
diameter, and eight water cylinders, 10 inches in diameter, all with an 11 inch 
stroke. These pumps furnish water to four fixed water towers with swiveled 
nozzles, each of which is capable of throwing a stream 4 inches in diameter 
for a distance of over 400 feet in any direction. Besides this there are 
facilities for the following hose connections: On the forward part of the boat 
under the pilot house, twelve 34 inch and two 6 inch gates with connections 
for hose. Oneach of the two sides, six 34 inch and 6 inch connections. On the 
two after sides of the boat, four 34 inch and one 6 inch connection. This boat 
is equiped with every modern improvement for fighting fires on the water 
fronts and fora distance of 2,000 feet inland. In fighting fires at close 
quarters the men will be protected by shifting fire screens which are placed 
upon travelers upon the rails on each side of the boat. These are hood- 
shaped screens made of two thicknesses of corrugated iron with an air space 
between, with circular openings for pipes and other openings to enable the 
pipe men to see through. For a further protection and in case the heat is 
very great and the crew and boat should begin to suffer, spray pipes are 
placed above the decks and are so designed that in a moment they can drench 
the vessel from stem to stern with a cloud of spray, thus cooling the iron- 
work and exhausted men. The propelling power is furnished by a triple 
expansion marine engine, with three cranks, 15 inches, 24 inches, and 39 
inches in diameter by a 24 inch stroke. Power to run this engine and also 
the pumps is obtained from two Scotch boilers, each 12 feet in diameter by 
15 feet long, with four corrugated furnaces 42 inches in diameter. This boat 
is a most important addition to the New York Fire Department, not only for 
fires along the river-front, but for a long distance inland, as she will be able, 


MANAGEMENT OF Fire DEPARTMENT. © 173 


from her superior pumping capacity, to lie at a pier —say at Murray or 
Warren Street — and force water as far as the City Hall. 

Alarms and discovery of Fires. How provided for, and what are the means 
of giving alarms to the Fire Department ? Gamewell system of street alarm 
signal boxes, viz.: 


Street Boxes : ) : : : : reaniton 
In Schools . : : : : : £ : 181 
In other Institutions . s ; ! : : 26 
Special Boxes in Theatres, Manufacturers, etc. . 236 


Total, 1,175 


In what respect is the Fire Department deficient in equipment or in service ? 
The Fire Department is not deficient either in equipment or in service. The 
Chief of Department is an active, intelligent man, experienced in fire matters, 
with a keen desire to introduce any improvement that will benefit the service. 

What recommendations to perfect it were made by the Inspector ? None were 
made, as I did not find any necessary. 

What action can be taken by the Board or by Companies looking to the 
accomplishment of needed reforms? No action necessary. 


WATER SUPPLY. 


State whether from pumps acting direct or from reservoir or storage system. 
Give full particulars of capacity, source of supply and extent of same. 
Reservoirs and Storage system — source of supply — Croton and Bronx 
Rivers. Supply unlimited. Capacity of large Reservoir at Central Park, 
1,000,000,000 gallons. On January 1, 1891, there was delivered from the 
Croton and Bronx Rivers as follows: 


Croton River . ; : ; ’ - 185,000,000 
Bronx \\°5 : ; : - : : 10,000,000 
145,000,000 


This is 31,000,000 gallons more than was received on July 1, 1890, previous 
to the new aqueduct being used. 

The report of the Commissioner of Public Works for 1890, which has just 
been presented, says that the total number of gallons of water now received 
in this city daily is 145,000,000. The increased supply has raised the pressures 
in the water mains 20 to 25 feet, except in the high-service districts, and the 
supply and pressure will be further increased when the repairs on the new 
aqueduct are completed and it is put in full operation in the spring or early 
summer. The question will then arise whether the Aqueduct Commissioners 
should continue in control of the structure or turn it over to the Department 
of Public Works. In the high-service district the supply is not affected by 
the direct pressure from the distributing reservoirs, but is controlled exclu- 
sively by the quantity of water pumped. The growth in population and 
buildings and the corresponding increase in the consumption of water have 
exceeded the capacity of the present pumping machinery for an adequate 
supply, but this will be met by an additional pumping engine which will be 
brought into use next month. 

If the city depends upon pumping works, can the Fire Department telegraph 
from all points in case of fire? The city does not depend on pumping works, 
although there are pumping stations at 95th street with stand-pipe, and also 
at Highbridge with stand-pipe, for high service at points in the upper part of 
the city. The Fire Department has a signal to notify the gateman at reservoir 
at Central Park to turn on more water in case of necessity. 

Pressure at Hydrants in business centre? Daytime, 10 to 15 pounds; 
night, 25 pounds. 

Pressure in outlying districts? Daytime 15 to 20 pounds; night, 30 
pounds, 

What is the size and entire length of mains? 'The old aqueduct is 74 feet 
wide, 84 feet high, with an area of 53 feet, and has a carrying capacity of 
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115,000,000 gallons per day. It is 32 miles long and crosses Harlem River 
on a Granite Bridge, the arches of which are 100 feet in the clear. The new 
aqueduct, just completed, is the same length, but passes under the river 
through a tunnel cut in the solid rock. Itis 10.05 feet iu diameter, and has 
a carrying capacity of 250,000,000 gallons daily. 

How distributed, and size and length of distributing mains? ‘There are 
nearly 700 miles of distributing mains varying from 4 to 48 inches 

Do they connect at crossings? Yes. 

Give number of hydrants, state whether single or double, and give average 
distance apart. About 8,282 hydrants, 1,666 of which are double. In 
important districts they are close together, 50 to 150 feet. In the upper part 
of the city 200 to 300 feet. 

What provision exists for their inspection and repair? There is a double 
provision: the Fire Department requires each foreman to see that all 
hydrants in there respective districts are in order; and the Department of 
Public Works also having Inspectors.* When reported they are at once 
attended to by repair gangs. 

Is proper provision made to preveat their obstruction? They are not 
allowed to be obstructed, each foreman in the Fire Department being 
responsible, and if on inspection any are found to be frozen the Chiefs of 
Battalion cause them to be thawed out with Battalion engine. 

Arethe hydrant connections and hose couplings of uniform size? Yes. 

Are the most approved nozzles used — What make? Callahan’s. Bresnan’s. 

Does the nearest city use same size and style of couplings? Yes. 

If any parts of the city are not reached by the water supply, indicate such 
districts 2? That part of the city above the Harlem River is supplied from the 
Bronx River and the water is not so well distributed as it is in the lower paat 
of the city, for the reason that a great deal of work has been done in the way 
of changing grades by the lowering of the tracks of the New York and 
Harlem River Railroad. Additional mains have been recommended in that 
part of the city. 

If there 1s a dependence to any extent upon cisterns, wells, rivers, canals, or 
other resources, state particulars. ‘There is no dependence, but if necessary 
all engines can take suction from the river. 

What is the average lift by suction from rwer? 8 to 16 feet. 

Are suction pipes carried onall Engines? Yes. 

If the water supply service is defective or insufficient, state in what respect, 
and what recommendations were made by the Inspector, and to whom, looking 
to wts umprovement. ‘The water supply is deficient in consequence of small 
mains. The Public Works Department have perfected plans for improvement 
in the future. 


GENERAL INQUIRIES. 


TAXATION AND LicensEs. —A State tax of 2 per cent. on premiums on all 
outside Companies which is by law collected by the Secretary of the Board © 
of Trustees of the Widows and Orphans Fund of the old Volunteer Fire 
Department, and is devoted to the benefit of that fund. 

Automatic Siagnat Atarms.— How many of the buildings are fully 
equipped with same, and whose plant? There are two systems of Automatic 
or Thermostat Fire Alarms: one Company called the Automatic and Ex- 
tinguisher Company, with a central office at 418 Broadway. At the office of 
this Company there are about 515 connections. This does not indicate that 
number of buildings equipped, as many buildings have a number of boxes or 
stations, the Hudson River Railroad Freight Depot at Hudson Street having 
40. The other Company is at 338 Broadway, and is known as the New York 
Thermostat Fire Alarm Company, having 68 connections, the alarms from 
which are received in that office. 

How is the signal conveyed to Fire Department? Both Companies have 
independent wires, which connect with Fire Department. The first-named 
Company having also telephone connections, and the latter a Morse Key 
connection. 

Are regular inspections and re-inpections made, and by whom? In the 
first-mentioned Company an automatic machine tests the wires at any time, 
and inspectors and linemen are employed to attend to repairs at once. In 
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the second-mentioned Company trouble is indicated automatically, and repairs 
are attended to at once. Inspections made monthly. 

Where are the reports of such inspections filed? The first-named Company 
keeps at its office a register of all trouble, and reports by letter in all cases 
of serious trouble to the New York Board of Fire Underwriters. The second- 
named Company keeps a register and makes amonthly report on a blank to 
the same body. 

Fire ALARM TELEGRAPH.— Jf any, state which system, whose plant, condi- 
tion of same, and how prowded for. The Gamewell System of Street alarm 
boxes, with a Central office at Fire Department Headquarters, where all 
alarms of fire are first received and transmitted over small and large instru- 
ments to the quarters of all companies, the Police precincts, and to all the 
Hospitals. The boxes are as follows: Street Boxes, 732; in Schools, 131; 
in other institutions, 26; special boxes in Theatres, Factories, ete., 236; 
total, 1,125. Of the street boxes, 171 are furnished with keyless doors and 
105 are attached to combination lamp and signal posts. 

Ts fire alarm station in fire-proof building, or vs it liable to be erippled by a 
five? It is a fire-proof building. 

What precautions are taken against Electric Light wires or Lightning 
burning out apparatus? A considerable number of circuits are now under 
ground; and as it is proposed to place all the Department wires in subways 
as soon as appropriations are made for that purpose there will be no trouble 
from that source. All known appliances are in use to prevent accidents. 

Is the fire-alarm system depenndent on one circuit to Fire Department ? 
No. There is a large number of circuits. 

Is therea man in charge at all times ? There is one chief operator, four 
operators and five assistant operators, who alternate. 

TELEPHONES FOR ALARMS. — Does any exist? Telephone alarms not 
taken. All the department quarters have connections. 

Under whose charge? Under charge of J. Elliot Smith, Superintendent 
of Fire Telegraph. 

Has the station aman in charge at all tumes? The operators of Fire 
Telegraph care for the telephones. 

Licutine —/s public lighting by electricity, manufactured or natural 
gas? If electricity, has local Board of Fire Underwriters a system of 
anspection to enforce compliance with Underwriters’ rules? Lighting by 
electricity and manufactured gas. Inspection and rules under the direction 
of the New York Board of Underwriters. 

Fire Patrou. — /s there a Fire Patrol or Salvage Corps} 7 Y ep. 

In what year was it organized? 'There was a Salvage Corps as far back 
as 1834, but the present patrol originated about 1852. 

Is it incorporated? Yes. 

Is it voluntary on the part of companies or required by law? Deter- 
mined at a meeting of Board of Fire Underwriters every second year and 
then required by law. 

Is it paid by Insurance Companies? Yes. 

Ts it controlled entirely by them? Yes. 

What was the cost of the equipment? The original cost could not be 
ascertained. 

What is its annual cost of maintenance? Last year’s entire cost was 
$89,996.76. 

There are four companies located as follows: No.1, at No. 41 Murray 
Street, covers all that part of the city lying south of Canal and Rutgers 
Streets. Has 1 Captain and 1 Lieutenant, 1 Sergeant, 8 permanent and 30 
auxiliary men running 2 large and 1 small wagon, with 5 horses. Carries 24 
14 by 20 feet covers with each large wagon, also 1 portable extingusher and 
all other necessary tools. Has 320 covers a Sobaed aD ov hand, and | steam 
fire-engine for pumping out cellars. No. 2 is located at No. 31 Great Jones 
Street, covers all that part of the city north of Canal and south of 14th 
Street. Has 1 Captain, 1 Lieutenant, 1 Sergeant, 7 permanent and 30 auxili- 
ary men running 2 large and 2 small wagons, with 6 horses carrying 24 
covers, 14 by 20 feet, with each large wagon 1 portable extinguisher and all 
other necessary tools, 340 covers (assorted) on hand. No. 3 is located at No. 
104 West 30th Street. Covers all that part of the city north of 14th and 
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south of 59th Streets. Has 1 Captain, 1 Lieutenant, 1 Sergeant, 5 permanent 
and 21 auxiliary men running 2 large and 1 small wagon, with 5 horses, 
carrying 24 covers, 12 by 18 feet, to each large wagon, also 1 portable extin- 
guisher and all other necessary tools. Has 300 covers (assorted) on hand. 
No. 4. is located at No. 113 East 90th Street, covers all that part of the city 
north of 59th Street and south of Harlem River. Has 1 Captain, 1 Lieu- 
tenant, 4 permanent and 9 auxiliary men, running 2 large and one small 
wagon, with 4 horses, carrying 24 covers, 12 by 16 feet, to each large wagon, 
1 portable extinguisher, and all other necessary tools; 175 covers (assorted) 
on hand. 

Entire number of permanent men including officers ? Thirty-five. 

Entire number of auxiliary men? Ninety. 

Entire number of horses? Twenty. 

Give any special facts or statistics indicating the effect of the Patrol in 
reducing the fire loss? The annual report of the committee on Fire Patrol 
up to May, 1890, shows that during the year previous there were 2! fires ex- 
tinguished by the different patrols, and that 9,121 covers were used, also 1,199 
roof covers. This must have been of much effect in reducing the fire loss. 

If the service is defective in any respect, what steps have been or can be 
taken to remedy them? ‘The service is not defective, on the contrary it is so 
satisfactory that it is proposed to add an additional company. A_ plot of 
ground in West 121st Street has already been bought by the New York Board 
of Fire Underwriters, and it proposes to erect a new Potrol House thereon as 
soon as practicable, 


REMARKS. 


The Fire Department of the City of New York is divided into 56 Engine 
Companies, 2 of which are using Floating Engines or Fire Boats, and 21 Truck 
Companies. Of the Engine Companies 9 are double, and 1 double Truck 
Company, thus making practically 64 Engines and 22 Truck Companies. This 
force protects an area of 414 square miles. The force is officered by 1 
Chief, 2 Deputy Chiefs, and 12 Battalion Chiefs. Each Company is officered 
by a Captain and Lieutenant. The force is well disciplined, the Chief of De- 
partment being a strict disciplinarian. A school of instruction is held at 
headquarters, where all new appointees are instructed in their various duties. 
During the coming year there will be added to the present force of the De- 
partment a New Fire Boat and one Engine and one Truck Company. 

In regard to the possibility of a sweeping conflagration ever occurring in 
the City of New York, if any such does occur, it will not be on account of 
any defects in the Fire Department itself, but from the fact that circumstances 
will so combine themselves that the efforts of the Department will prove un- 
availing and its operation to some extent paralyzed by a failure to secure a 
proper alarm, ora series of fires occurring when the streets would be ren- 
dered impassable by a snow-storm, or by some other unforeseen circumstances. 
As an example of the possibility of a series of fires occurring at the same 
time I would call your attention to the following, viz.: 

January 14, 1891, at 1.12 A.M. — Fire at 387-389 West 11th Street, Engine 
companies, 1, 3, 14, 19, 24, 25, 830 and 34, and the first sections of Engine 
companies 13, 18, 27, 33, were on duty. Hook and Ladder Companies 3 and 
12, and the first section of Hook and Ladder Company 5 were on duty, also 
the two Floating Engines 43 and 51. 

* Ist Section of Engine Company 16 covered Engine Company 14. 

Ist Section of Engine Company 26 covered Engine Company 1. 

Hook and Ladder Company 21 covered Hook and Ladder Company 12. 

January 14th, 1.44 A.M.— Fire at 193 and 194 West Street, Engine com- 
panies 4, 6, 7, 9, 17, 20, 29, 32 and 55, first sections of Engine companies 12 
and 31, and second section of Engine Company 27 were on duty, and Hook 
and Ladder companies 1, 8, and 10 were on duty. 

* 2d Section of Engine Company 33 covered Engine Company 7. 

2d Section of Hook and Ladder Company 5 covered Hook and Ladder 
Company 1. 

While the above fires were burning the vacant ground was covered by 
Engine Companies 10, 11, 15, 28, and 2d Section of Engine Companies 12, 
31, 13, 33, 5and 18, and Hook and Ladder Companies 15, 9, 20, 6, 18, 8, 
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11, and 2d Section Hook and Ladder Company 5. Also location covered as 
above. 

January 14th, 3.50 a.m. — Fire at 100 and 102 Bethune Street. Engine 
Companies 11, 16, 21, and 54, 2d Sections of Engine Companies 13 and 18 
were on duty, and Ist Sections of Engine Companies 18, 18, 27 and 33 
were sent here from West llth Street fire, and 2d Section of Hook and Lad- 
der Companies 5, 12, 8, 20 and 21 were also on duty. Hook and I.adder Com- 
pany 8 being sent after return from the fire at 193 and 194 West Street. 
Floating Engine 43 was also sent from West 11th Street. 

While the above fires were in progress the vacant ground was still covered 
by Engine Companies 10, 15, 28, and Hook and Ladder Companies 15, 9, 6, 
18, and 11, and 2d Sections of Engine Companies 12, 31,5, and the locations 
covered as above. 

Here were three large fires burning at the same time oh the West side, 
and only a moderate wind blowing. Had there been a heavy gale from the 
west, or a fourth fire occurred in some combustible locality, who would fore- 
tell the result? In regard to this matter, [ would respectfully call your at- 
tention to a locality which, in my opinion, presents some peculiarly bad 
features, and one which is sure at some time to entail large losses upon the 
Underwriters. The locality I allude to lies east of the Bowery on Grand 
Street from the Bowery to Ludlow Street; within that district, the streets of 
which do not exceed 50 feet, are some of the largest retail fancy and dry- 
goods stores in the city. In case of fire occurring in any of these stores, with 
a strong west wind blowing, it is certain to be a disastrous one. I am in- 
formed that on Grand Street, from Christie to Orchard Street, there is only 
a 6-inch water main, larger additional mains being in Christie and Orchard 
Streets. 


Water Suppiy.—In regard to this matter it is a well known fact that 
the supply has been greatly improved since the new aqueduct has been put 
in service, but the supply is still deficient, from the fact that there are still 
many places where the mains are too small, they having been put down when 
the localities were only used for small dwelling-houses, and have not been 
changed since said localities have been turned into manufacturing and busi- 
ness districts. Knowing the importance of this matter, the Chief of the Fire 
Department, Hugh Bonner, Esq., when it was proposed to expend the sum of 
$3,000,000 in replacing the pavements of the city, addressed to the Fire 
Commissioners the following letter,viz. : 


‘New York, June 19, 1889. 
‘“*Honorable Board of Commissioners : 


‘© GENTLEMEN : I desire to call your attention to the provisions of Chapter 
546, Laws of 1889, makinz an appropriation of $3,000,000 to repave the 
streets and avenues of this city, and a recent declaration by his honor, the 
Mayor, that when the streets are repaved under this law, they should not be 
unnecessarily tornup. No one can appreciate this commendable spirit to 
protect the streets and avenues of this city better than this Department, 
whose apparatus is continually using the same, and I therefore deem this a 


proper time to place before your honorable body the necessities of this 


Department, which should be considered. by the proper authorities previous 
to the commencement of the work of repaving the streets and avenues. At 
the present day there are many of the streets and avenues taking their supply 
of water from small mains that were laid years ago, when the supply was 
possibly twice as large as that received to-day, and the districts were inhab- 
ited and used for dwelling purposes only. Since the laying of these small 
mains, and the many changes which have occurred since then, the supply of 
water has steadily decreased to such an alarming extent that our engines are 
now compelled to leave fire hydrants attached to such mains, and look else- 
where for fire hydrants containing a supply of water. Districts that years 
ago were used exclusively for dwelling purposes, have been replaced by the 
erection of buildings for factories, and mercantile and manufacturing pur- 
poses, with an increase of area of over 100 per cent., and to heights of a still 
larger per cent. During the operation of extinguishing fires within the dis- 
tricts supplied with these small mains, it is apparent to all that the Depart- 
ment labors under many disadvantages, and that the city is in a state of 
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insecurity caused by the inadequate supply of water from these mains. The 
fire hydrants in use by the city are, with few exceptions, of a very ancient 
pattern, and so defective in construction that we are constantly reporting 
their defects to the authorities having them in charge, and at times during 
the winter season the city is placed in great peril, owing to the many defects 
of these fire hydrants, and their constant liability to freeze. I would there- 
fore recommend that your honorable body take such immediate action as you 
may deem proper to have the small water mains, where now laid in the busi- 
ness section of the city. removed, and replaced with mains of sufficient size 
to give an ample supply of water, and would also request that 5,000 
additional fire hydrants of the most improved pattern ‘Anti-Freezers,’ be 
placed throughout the entire city. There is now about 8,191 fire hydrants 
distributed throughout the entire city, including the annexed district,and this 
we claim is not enough by one half, as the records of the Department show that 
in many sections of the city stretches of lines of hose of from 1,000 to 
2,500 feet have to be made to reach a fire. I therefore consider that 
5,000 additional fire hydrants is a reasonable request to make at this time, 
and in view of the fact that we are shortly to receive an additional supply of 
water from the new aqueduct, I believe the replacing of the small mains by 
larger ones, and the addition of 5,000 fire hydrants, will be the best means 
that can be adopted to protect life and property in the city. 

‘*[T would also suggest that your honorable body communicate with his 
Honor, the Mayor, and the Commissioners of Public Works, at the earliest 
opportunity, and lay before those officials the requirements and necessities of 
this Department, previous to the enforcement of the new law for repaving 
the streets and avenues of the city. 

** Respectfully submitted, 


‘“‘ HUGH BONNER, 
‘Chief of Department.” 


This letter in turn was forwarded by the Commissioners to the Public 
Works Department, but no action was taken for want of funds. An attempt 
was made to procure the passage of an Act through the Legislature in 1890, 
authorizing the laying of extra mains and the placing of additional hydrants, 
but for some reason the bill did not pass. An appropriation of $50,000 has, 
however, been placed in the budget for this purpose, and it is possible that 
some attempt will be made to improve the situation, the Public Works 
Department hitherto alleging that it was no use to do any work of that 
description as there was no water. Now that there is plenty of water 
there is no excuse for delay. In conclusion, I would respectfully say that 
I am indebted to Chief Bonner, of the Fire Department, for the utmost 
courtesy; also, to Superintendent Abram Hull, of the Fire Patrol, both of 
whom furnished me with every facility for acquiring information. 

Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN W. SMITH, 
General Inspector N. B.F.U. 


Documents Fitrep. — Annual Report Committee of Fire Department, 
1889. Quarterly Report Department of Public Works, 1889. Assignments 
for duty, Fire Department. Copy of the Buildings Laws. Report of the 
Insurance Patrol, 1889. New York Board of Underwriters, Rules for Elec- 
tric Lighting, Blank Survey of Automatic Equipment. Blank Report of 
Thermostat Company. 

Documents Firep. — Annual Report Department Public Works, 1889; 
Annual Report Fire Insurance Patrol, 1889; Annual Report of Fire Marshal, 
1889; Building Laws; Rules and Regulations Fire Department; Rules of the 
Board of Underwriters governing Automatic Fire Alarms; Copy of Act to 
allow Fire Patrol to be Organized; Inspection Blanks, various; Large Map 
showing Fire Limits and Locations of Department Houses. 

Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN W. SMITH, 


General Inspector, N. B. F. U. 
CuicaGco, Ixv., January 5, 1891. 
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EXHIBIT 8. 


Fire DEPARTMENT AND WATER SUPPLY 
REportT No. 26. 


NATIONAL BOARD OF FIRE UNDERWRITERS. 


REPORT ON THE FIRE DEPARTMENT, FIRE PATROL AND 
WATER SUPPLY OF CHICAGO, ILL. 


NEw York, January 20, 1891. 


[ By vote of the Executive Committee one copy only of each report issued will 
be furnished confidentially to members. | 

Chief Municipal Officer? Dewitt C. Cregier, Mayor. 

Population of ? 1,100.000; 1,500,000 claimed. Avea of? 175 square miles. 

Fire Limits 2? Comprise all the old city limits and a small portion of the 
annexed district. A little less than one-half the present city limits. 

How situated in reference to Fire hazard, and liability to general conflagra- 
tions? Chicago will be liable for many years to large conflagrations, but as 
regards a general conflagration, that is not likely to occur except under very 
adverse circumstances. The business district is probably as safe as it can be 
made, and there is not much likelihood of any fire that may originate there 
getting beyond control, except in case of adverse circumstances, a fire might 
originate in the lumber or elevator districts that would call into service a 
large force, and a second or third fire occurring in the business districts, the 
opportunity would present itself for a sweeping fire. 

Do frame ranges expose better buildings ? Not in the business districts. 
The frame buildings in business district are fast disappearing, to be replaced 
by better structures. 

EHaposures (Lumber Yards, Elevators, etc.) to business district? The 
lumber district is in a S.W. direction from business district. Elevators 
along the North and South branch of the river. A little remote. 

Prevailing winds? The prevailing winds are from the S.W., and are at 
times very strong. ‘This has a bad influence, as many elevators and the lum- 
ber district are in the 8.W. direction from business district. 

Character and general height of buildings in business districts? Six to 
nine stories. The general character of buildings in the business districts 
being good. The very high buildings range from 12 to 15 stories, are of 
good construction and are as near fire-proof as can be made. They have 
stand-pipes and ladders, and the department has aerial ladders and a water- 
tower. 

Proportion of Brick, Stone, and Frame buildings? The buildings in the 
business districts are all of brick or stone. Outside that, frame buildings are 
numerous. In the suburbs mostly all frame. 

Streets. — Average width of? Sixty, eighty to one hundred feet wide. 
Alleys give access to the rears of buildings. 

Pavements? Block stone, cobble stone, wood block, asphalt and macadam 
pavement. In the central or business part of the city the pavements are 
good and well cared for. In the outskirts ordinary dirt roads are the rule. 

Is there a stringent law regulating building construction, and vs tt rigidly 
enforced? There is a good building law and it is well enforced. 

Is there an ordinance prohibiting fire-works aud fire-crackers? Fire-works 
are allowed to be sold by license. 

Is there provision for investigation as to causes of fires, and is it now 
enforced? Yes. A Bureau for that purpose is connected with the Fire 
Marshal’s office. 
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Are the sale and storage of oils, combustibles, and dangerous compounds 
regulated by law? Yes, the Fire Marshal inspects and grants a permit. 

If Board of Fire Underwriters exists, give officers names? ‘The Chicago 
Fire Underwriters’ Association: J. H. Moore, President; E. B. Case, Vice- 
President; R. M. Trimingham, Secretary; O. W. Barrett, Treasurer; T. A. 
Bowden, Supt. of Surveys. This Association controls and makes rates. 

There is also The Chicago Board of Underwriters: R. W. Homer, Presi- 
dent; F. S. James, Vice-President; James H. Moore, Treasurer; T. A. 
Bowden, Secretary. This Board controls and attends to the Fire Patrol. 

There is also the Underwriters’ Exchange: Geo. W. Montgomery, Presi- 
dent; C. R. Hopkins, Vice-President; W. O. Barrett, Treasurer; R. M. 
Trimingham, Secretary. This body only meets annually, and is kept 
together as a reserve. 


Frre DEPARTMENT. 


When organized? In 1858. . 

Paid or volunteer? Paid. 

How is Department officered ? One Fire Marshal or Chief. Two Assist- 
ant Fire Marshals. Thirteen Battalion Chiefs. Captain and Lieutenant to 
each Company. 

Are officers appointed or elected, and by whom? The Fire Marshal. is 
appointed by the Mayor and City Council for a term of two years. All other 
officers above the rank of captain are appointed by the Fire Marshal with 
the consent of the Mayor, and with the same consent are removable. 

Present officers: D. J. Swenie, Fire Marshal; W. H. Musham, First 
Assistant; Chas. 8. Petrie, Assistant and Secretary. Patrick O’Malley, 
Chief Ist Battalion; John H. Greene, Chief 2d Battalion; Peter Schmer, 
Chief 3d Battalion; Paul F. A. Pundt, Chief 4th Battalion; John Campion, 
Chief 5th Battalion; Joseph C. Pazen, Chief 6th Battalion; Richard Fitzger- 
ald, Chief 7th Battalion; Leo. Meyers, Chief 8th Battalion; Wm. H. Town- 
send, Chief 9th Battalion; Nicholas Dubach, Chief 10th Battalion ; Michael 
W. Conway, Chief 11th Battalion; Edward W. Murphy, Chief 12th Battalion ; 
Frederick J. Gabriel, Chief 13th Battalion. 

What kind of discipline is enforced? ‘The discipline is very good. 

Does the Department do patrol duty to familiarize the men with the charac- 
ter and conditions of important buildings? Yes. The captain of each 
company, and the chief of battalion inspects. All stand-pipes upon buildings 
are inspected by the fire department. Section 74 of the Manual provides 
for Captains as follows: ‘‘ It shall be their duty to examine all buildings, 
except dwellings, within their company district, in order to become familiar 
with their construction; the class of business carried on; the class of goods on 
each floor, and whether combustible or non-combustible; see if the entrances, 
halls and stairways, and exits are accessible, and learn the most expedient 
manner of attack in case of fire; together with such further observation as 
may subserve the interests of the department; also, make a note of all such 
inspections in a book provided for that purpose, subject to inspection by their 
superior officers.” 

How is Department governed? Governed by the Chief or Fire Marshal. 

What relation does its administration bear to the City Government? It is 
a department of the City Government, but is practically independent, politics 
not being allowed to interfere in its management. 

Number of men in entire department? 907, of whom 907 are under pay 
both day and night. 

Number of Companies? 58 steamers, 3 boats, 21 trucks, 5 hose, and 2 
chemical companies. 

Number of men in each Company? Steamers, 9 to 15; one double com- 
pany of 20. Trucks, 4 to 12. Hose companies, 3. Chemicals, 2 to 4. 

Number of Companies reporting to any given alarm? 6 steamers, 2 trucks, 
1 to 2 hose, 1 chemical — according to location. 

Number of Steam Fire Engines drawn by horses? 58 on duty, 9 in 
reserve. Horses are used for no other purpose. 

State make, style, and condition of Engines, and time they have been in 
service? 9 extra first-class Ahern’s piston engines; 14 first-class Ahrens and 
Amoskeag piston engines; 31 second class Amoskeag’s piston and Silsby 
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rotaries, and 4 third class Silsby rotaries, varying from one to ten years in 
in service, but all in good order. 

Number of Chemical Engines drawn by horses? There are 2 regular com- 
panies. 

Give name, condition, and length of service 2? Champion and Babcock, both 
of the same make, having double chambers of 100 gallons capacity each 
5 to 7 years in service. In good condition. 

Number of Chemical Engines drawn by hand? There are 8 chemical 
engines. 

Give name, condition and length of service? These are located in the 
out-lying villages, as given below, and were too far away to ascertain. 

Number, make, style, and condition of Engines other than Steam and Chem- 
wal? There is a volunteer company at Riverdale, the extreme southerly end 
of the city, running a manual engine, a hose cart and 900 feet of hose. 
There are also volunteer companies in the former villages of Roseland, 
Irving Park, Jefferson, and Bowmanville, operating 2-wheel chemicals or 
manual engines. 

Chemical Hand Hutinguishers. — How many carried with each Company ; 
size, style and make? A 5-gallon portable Babcock with each company; 
also a 5-gallon pail and hand pump with each truck. 

Water Tower? ‘There is a Telescopic Water Tower of Home construction, 
extends 55 feet. Operated by cranks and screws. A very effective piece of 
apparatus. 

Hose Tenders. — Number drawn by horses? 2-horse carriages, 36; in 
reserve, 3. l-horse carts, 15; in reserve, 8. 

Quantity and style Hose carried? 600 to 800 feet of cotton and rubber 
hose; one to five years in service; frequently examined and tested, and con- 
demned when showing signs of wear. 

Hose Carriages. — Drawn by Hand? Fight hand carriages in reserve, 
not in use, but capable of carrying 500 feet of cotton or 400 feet of rubber 
when necessary. 

Hose Wagons. — Number drawn by horses? 2-horse, 3; 1-horse, 8. 

Quantity and style of Hose carried ? 600 to 800 feet of cotton. One year 
in service, in good condition. 

Number of Trucks with aerial ladders, drawn by horses? First class, 6; 
second class, 2. 

Number of Trucks with extension ladders, drawn by horses? First class, 
2; second class, 7. 

Number of ordinary Trucks? 2, and 2in reserve. 2 chemical and truck 
combined, and 2 manual. 

If the city has a water front is there a Fire Boat, and tf so, what is its 
capacity and efficvency ? 

Fire Boats. —'The Boats in use by the Fire Department of the City of 
Chicago are three in number, viz.: The Yosemite, the Geyser and the City 
of Chicago. The Yosemite is a very powerful boat and has just been placed 
in service. It will be located on the river in the heart of the business dis- 
trict, where the Geyser has been stationed, at the foot of La Salle Street. 
The Geyser is to be stationed ata point in the lumber district where the 
City of Chicago has been stationed, and that boat will be located at a point in 
the annexed district known as South Chicago, where there is quite an exten- 
sive lumber district, as well as other manufacturing interests. Al] of these 
boats are well equipped, capable of throwing from 8 to 12 streams from 
14-inch nozzles, and by means of Siamese connections concentrating them 
into 2-inch streams. The Yosemite is furnished with a stand-pipe capable of 
throwing a 4-inch stream 325 feet in any direction. In addition, a telescopic 
extension pipe will be connected on the forward part of the boat, which will 
extend fifty-five feet perpendicularly. This must prove of great benefit, as 
many of the buildings along the river are of great height, and there is no 
dock space to give opportunity to raise ladders. 

Alarms and ‘discovery of Fires? Gamewell system of street alarm boxes; 
telephones; District telegraph. In addition to the above there are a number 
of watch towers on engine houses, where watchmen, 13 in number, are 
employed from 9 P.M. to 6 A.M. Speaking tubes connect with the floors 
below. There are 21 towers at present, and all new engine houses are to 
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have towers on them. As men become disabled in the service their services 
will be utilized in this manner. 

In what respects is the Fire Department deficient in equipment or service ? 
The Fire Department service can hardly be considered deficient either in 
equipment or service. In the business district of the old city, the service is 
very efficient. The immense amount of territory acquired by annexation 
gives a very large amount of additional duties to the heads of the fire 
department, but I judge that they fully understand what is required and are 
equal to all emergencies. 

What recommendations to perfect it were made by the Inspector? It was 
hardly necessary for me to make any suggestion as Chief Swenie is a person 
of very great experience, knows just exactly what is required to meet all 
emergencies, has had apparatus specially designed to meet the different 
classes of fires that occur, is a man of cool judgment and great self reliance, 
and is thoroughly conversant with the large buildings and with the topog- 
raphy of the city. 

What action can be taken by the Board or by Companies looking to the 
accomplishment of needed reforms? In a large city like Chicago, new situa- 
tions are constantly presenting themselves. To have the local associations 
of underwriters support Chief Swenie in all his measures is as much as I can 
recommend. 


WatTeER SUPPLY. 


State whether from pumps acting direct or from reservoir or storage system. 
Give full particulars of capacity, source of supply and extent of same? Di- 
rect acting pumps to stand-pipes. Source of supply, Lake Michigan. Ca- 
pacity, North Side Works, 60,000,000; West Side Works, 60,000,000; Hyde 
Park, 40,000,000; Lake, 20,000,000; Lake View, 20,000,000 gallons. 

If the city depends upon pumping works, can the Fire Department telegraph 
from all points in case of fire? The city depends upon pumping works, but 
in the old city stand-pipes intervene. 

Pressure at Hydrants in business centre? 380 pounds; in outlaying dis- 
tricts, same. 

What ts the size and entire length of mains? The cribs from which water 
is obtained are two miles out in the Lake, and water is conducted through 6 
and 8 feet tunnels to pumps, 

How distributed, and size and length of distributing mains ? There are 
1,076§ miles of water pipe for fire purposes, varying from 6 to 36 inches. 

Do they connect at street crossings? Yes. 

Give number of hydrants, state whether single or double, and give average 
distance apart? In use December 31, 1889, double 4 inch, 556; double 24 
inch, 8,285; single 24 inch, 2,526. Added during 1889, double 4 inch, 2; 
dotble 24 inch, 577; single 2} inch, 45. Annexed District, double 24 inch 
combined with 4 inch, 2,182; double 24 inch, 1,205; single 24 inch, 78. 
Total double 24 inch combined with 4 inch, 2,182; total double 4 inch, 558; 
total double 24 inch, 5,066; total single 24 inch, 2,649. Total number of 
hydrants, 10,456. 

What provision exists for their inspection and repair? The Water De- 
partment inspects and have repair gangs constantly employed. 

Is proper provision made to prevent their obstruction? They are never 
allowed to be obstructed, the captain of each company being responsible for 
the condition of the hydrants and cistern tops in his district. The cistern tops 
are salted, and if any hydrants are found to be frozen, they are thawed out 
with apparatus kept for that purpose, and then salted. In the outlying por- 
tion of the city they are banked up with horse droppings. 

Are the hydrant connections and hose couplings of uniform size? Yes. 

Are the most approved nozzles used? What make? Yes. Petrie’s. 

Does the nearest city use the same size and style of couplings? Yes. 

If not, are hermaphrodite couplings carried? Not necessary. 

Tf any parts of the city are not reached by the water supply, indicate such 
districts. There is a very large part of the city which is still prairie or farm- 
ing lands, where the water system does not reach, and in some of the 
annexed villages, there is as yet but little protection. 

If there is a dependence to any extent upon cisterns, wells, rivers, canals or 
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other resources, state particulars. There are in the business districts 84 cis- 
terns, so connected with the water service that four steamers can draw water 
from them at the same time. 

What vs the average lift by suction from cisterns, wells, etc. ? 6 to 8 feet. 

Are suction pipes carried on all engines? Yes 

If the water supply Service is defective or insufficient, state in what respects 
and what recommendations were made by the Inspector, and to whom, looking 
to ts improvement ? The water supply cannot be said to be defective except as 
to that part of the annexed district, where the supply does not, as yet, reach. 
There is a great deal of work going on to increase the water supply, a new 
crib being built four miles out in the Lake which will connect with the shore 
by an eight-foot tunnel. A new pumping station and stand-pipe is also under 
way. When completed the supply is expected to be ample, although it will 
take considerable time before the distribution will be completed. 

What further steps can be taken by the Board or by Insurance Companies 
to secure such improvements ? None necessary. 


GENERAL INQUIRIES. 


TAXATION AND LICENSES. — Personal property tax by the municipality un- 
der the State law. The State law exacting a 2 per cent. tax on companies of 
other States, for the benefit of the Fire Department, was declared unconsti- 
tutional some time since ina suit brought by the Phenix Insurance Co. of 
Brooklyn. Reciprocal legislation with fees to State Department. 

AuTomMaTic SignNaL ALARMS— From Thermostats or Auailiary Alarms. 
How many of the buildings are fully equipped with same, and whose plant ? 
About 250 buildings in the busiriess district are equipped with the Mercurial 
Thermostat System of the Western Electric Company. 

How ws the signal conveyed to Fire Department? The signal is received 
at the house of the Insurance Patrol, Monroe Street, near La Salle, and is 
given by telephone to the Fire Department. A Batallion Chief and Engine 
Company respond and if the fire is large an alarm is sent out from the nearest 
box. 

Are regular inspections and re-inspections made, and by whom? Inspec- 
tions made by three men employed by the Western Electric Company, under 
the direction of the Patrol Superintendent. 

Where are the reports of such inspections filed ? The reports of all such in- 
spections are filed at the house of Patrol No. 1. 

Fire AvarmM TELEGRAPH. — Gamewell System of street alarm boxes, 733 
in number, about 400 of which have keyless doors. 

Is fire alarm station tn fire-proof building? Yes. 

What precautions are taken against Electric Light wires or Lightning 
burning out apparatus? ‘The wires in the central or business part of the city 
are underground, and the lines are all protected by lightning arresters. 

Is the fire alarm system dependent upon one circurt to Fire Department ? 
No. There are between 40 and 50 circuits. 

Is there a man in charge at all times? Two men at night and three at day 
time. 

TELEPHONE FOR ALARMS. — Does any exist? Yes; all houses connected. 

Under whose charge? The Chicago Telephone Company and the operators 
and City Telegraph and Telephone Department. 

Has the station a man in charge at all tumes? Yes. There is a large 
number of persons on duty with the Telephone Company and the regular force 
at the City Department. 

Licutine. — Lighting is by manufactured Gas, Electricity, both Arc and 
Incandescent, and Gasoline. The Board of Underwriters make no inspections 
of electric-light wiring. The city has inspectors for that purpose and no lights 
are allowed to be used until the wiring is approved of by the City Inspector. 

Fire Parrou. — Js there a Fire Patrol or Salvage Corps? Yes. 

In what year was it organized? In 1871. 

Is it incorporated? Yes. 

Is it voluntary on the part of Companies, or required by law? Required by 
law; continuance determined annually by companies. 

Is it paid by Insurance Companies? Yes. 
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1s tt controlled entirely by them? Yes. 

What was the cost of the equipment? Equipment and expenses, 1871, 
$14,411.36. 

What is tts annual cost of maintenance? $42,000. 

Please state number of Stations. 3 cover stations; 1 chemical station. Of 
wagons for carrying covers, No. 1, one 2-horse, one l-horse; No. 2, one 
2-horse; No. 3, one 2-horse. Of covers in good order, and of what material, 
760 light oil canvas, 14194 feet. Of men. permanent, No. 1, 12; No. 2,7; 
No.3, 6... Of men, auxiliary, No, 1,4; No,.2,'2; No..3, 1.. Of horses, 15. 
Of extinguishers, 4 on No. 1, 2 on others; Babcock’s. 

Give any special facts or statistics indicating the effect of the Patrol in 
reducing the fire loss. The Patrol is spoken of in the highest terms by the 
Chief of the Fire Department and by the Officers of the Board of Under- 
writers. 

If the service ts defective in any respect, what steps have been or can be 
taken to remedy them? Inno respects deficient. 


PROTECTIVE COMPANIES OTHER THAN Fire PATROLS. — Jf such exist give 
particulars of 2 'The Chemical Company at the Stock Yards is No. 4 of the 
Patrol, and consists of 6 permanent men and 1 auxiliary. Managed and paid 
by insurance companies. 


SUMMARY. 


The uniformed Fire Force of the City of Chicago is composed of 58 Steam 
Fire Engine Companies; 1 double company ; 3 Boat companies, two in the old 
city and one in South Chicago; 21 Hook and Ladder companies, 13 of which 
run a Chemical Engine drawn by one horse in connection with their trucks ; 
2. Chemical companies, one of which, No. 3, runs a hose wagon and chemi- 
cal; and 5 Hose companies, making a total of 89 companies. Each of the 
Steamer companies in the business district have 12 men attached, the double 
company having 20 men. In the outer districts 9 and 10 men make up a com- 
pany. The Fire Boats have 12 uniformed men, and the Hook and Ladder 
companies in the business part of the city the same number; those in the 
outlying parts of the city where the buildings are not high having less. There 
are 2 Chemical companies with 4 men attached, and in that part of the an- 
nexed territory, where the water pressure is good, there are 5 Hose companies 
of 3meneach. The Officers of the Department are a Fire Marshal or Chief 
Engineer, a First and Second Assistant, 13 Battalion Chiefs, Foreman and 
Assistant to each steamer, boat and truck company; a single officer to each 
chemical and hose company. The apparatus in use consists of the following, 
viz. : three boats; one telescopic water tower; nine extra first size steam fire 
engines, three in reserve; fourteen first size steam fire engines, two in 
reserve; thirty-one second size steam fire engines, six in reserve; two third 
size steam fire engines; four two-horse chemical engines; eleven one-horse 
chemical engines; three two-horse hose wagons; eight one-horse hose wag- 
ons; thirty-six two-horse hose reel carriages, three in reserve; fifteen one- 
horse hose reels, carts, eight in reserve; five hose carriages and chemicals 
combined; six turn-table trucks, one first-class, extension; two turn-table 
trucks, second-class extension; two straight frame, first-class, with portable 
extension; seven straight frame, second-class with portable extension; 
two straight frame, third-class, with portable extension; two trucks and chemi- 
cals combined. The above applies to the regular uniformed force of the 
department, but there are portions of the annexed territory, which is remote 
from the central portion and where there is no water supply, in the old vil- 
lage of Riverdale, where there is a volunteer hand-engine company and hose 
company. These companies receive an annual amount from the city until 
such times as other arrangements can be made. . In that part of the city 
formerly the town of Pullman, there is a uniformed company running a 
hose reel and extension ladder trucks, which company is not named in the 
regular force, but which receives from the city a monthly payment in support 
of the company. 

The Report of the Fire Marshal for 1890 has not yet appeared, but the 
Report for the year ending December 31st, 1889, shows there were 2,876 
alarms of fire given to the Fire Department. Of this number 751 were false, 
and the other 2,075 fires involved a loss of $2,154,340. The discipline 
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enforced in the department is first class, no politics being allowed to interfere 
in the matter of appointments or promotions, the Fire Marshal being allowed 
the utmost discretion, and as he is a person of good judgment, and devotes 
his entire time and personal attention to the business of the fire department, 
the results are most beneficial. All the officers of the fire department are 
men of intelligence and appear to take a very lively interest in the duties ap- 
pertaining to their various positions. 

Fire TELEGRAPH. — Within the corporate limits of the city is an area of 
174 square miles and a claimed population of nealy 1,500,000 people. 

It is the function of the Fire Alarm Telegraph System to transmit alarms of 
fire given anywhere within this area, and to provide means for telegraphing 
and telephoning orders, messages, etc., pertaining to fires and fire depart- 
ment business. The system may be briefly described as consisting of a 
central office containing electrical instruments and apparatus, from which 
wires radiate to all parts of the city, and to which are connected electrically 
public and private stations, systematically arranged throughout, so as to 
pratically reduce to a minimum the distance from any given point in the city 
limits to the nearest electric station from which an alarm can be given, and 
electrical instruments are located in the engine houses designed to receive 
alarms and transmit official Fire Department business by telegraph or 
telephone. 

An alarm of fire can be given to the office from the fire alarm boxes, 733 
in number, over one set of wires (signal lines); from the police and fire 
alarm boxes, 920 in number, over another set; from the Municipal tele- 
phones, 920 in number, and from the telephones located in the offices and res- 
idences of the subscribers of the Chicago Telephone Company, 5,000 in 
number, over another set; a total of 7,532 locations from which alarms of 
fire can be given by either telegraph or telephone. In each engine house 
there is a simple style of self-starting register, a relay, and sounder con- 
nected to one set of lines (Joker lines). A large and small gong connected 
to another (Alarm lines), and a telephone connected to another set (Tele- 
phone lines). 

The alarm of fire can be given to the company over either or all three of 
the lines in different ways. Over the Joker line they can receive it in plain 
dots and spaces (the simplest form of printing telegraph), on the paper tape 
of the register, or by counting the strokes of the relay or sounder (the sim- 
plest form of sound telegraph); over the alarm lines by counting the strokes 
of the gongs, and over the telephones in the ordinary way. The usual cus- 
tom is to transmit public alarms over both Joker and Alarm lines, and still 
alarms over the telephones. In each fire alarm box, in addition to the mech- 
anism necessary to give the alarm of fire there is a key and a relay, by the 
use of which the Marshal can telegraph orders to the office either by the 
Morse alphabet or a simple code of signals. The boxes are all of a uniform 
shape and size and very substantial. 

There are about 150 miles of underground and 900 miles of aérial wire in 
service. The insulated wires lead out of the office and branch North, South, 
East, and West, through substantial conduits outside the main business 
district, where they are brought to the top of poles and from there carried 
overhead to the various boxes, engine houses, police stations, ete. 

The wires connecting the boxes, engine houses, ete., in the main district 
are entirely under ground, and the conduit system is being extended year by 
year according to the general plan, which contemplates the undergrounding 
of all municipal wires within the city limits. 

The following is a brief description of the operation of the system during 
one of the large fires: Some one, usually a watchman or policeman, discovers 
the fire and pulls the box, simply obeying the printed instructions ‘‘ Pull 
down the hook and let go;” the energy expended in pulling down the hook 
inside winds up a spiral spring which starts revolving a series of wheels on 
the periphery of one of which is a set of teeth whose number and position 
determine the character. The revolving toothed wheel operates a key simi- 
lar in principle to the ordinary Morse key, which in turn operates the relay 
in the Fire Alarm office. The wheel makes six complete revolutions and 
each revolution gives one round of the box. The operator in charge, after 
receiving one round of the box, by the movement of a switch places the 
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signal line in connection with the Joker lines through a local circuit and dots 
corresponding to the number of teeth on the wheel and separated by dis- 
tances proportioned to that between them. After the first round, the officer 
in charge in the engine house determines, by reference to a running card, 
whether or not the box is located in his district, to which his company 
responds, and if so, by the pressure of a button he rings the gongs and opens 
the doors, calling both men and horses to their places. If the fire should be 
in the neighborhood of Madison and Fifth Avenue, box 37 would be pulled 
and five steam engines and two’ hook and ladder companies, the Chief, First 
Assistant, and two Battalion Chiefs would respond. Whichever marshal 
arrives on the scene first, would, if he deemed necessary, give the signals 
from the box, for second and third alarm separately or both combined. 
Responding to the second alarm there are five engines, two hook and ladder 
companies and one chief of battalion; one chief of battalion goes to the Fire 
Alarm office. Responding to the third alarm, five engines, one hook and 
ladder company, one chief of battalion. The chief of battalion remaining at 
the Fire Alarm office directs the movements of all the companies not at a fire 
and sends them into temporary quarters in the houses of companies at the fire, 
in order as thoroughly as possible to protect the district left uncovered by the 
companies responding to the fire. Should any further help be required, the 
Marshal, by a system of special calls, summons to the fire what help he 
desires. After the fire is well under control, the companies are sent home 
one by one, and the officer in charge of the company, upon returning to 
quarters, gives a signal over the lines informing the department that they 
have returned to quarters and are ready for service. 

The business district of Chicago, in the matter of water supply, is very 
well protected. A great many additional hydrants have been placed at ex- 
posed points at the request of Fire Marshal Swenie, and cisterns have been 
built at the corner of intersecting streets and connected with 12-inch mains, 
so that a large number of companies can be concentrated at difficult points 
without any fear of the water supply giving out. Marshal Swenie gives this 
matter his personal attention. The following diagram will give some idea of 
the water service in the business district: 
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There has been added by annexation to the City of Chicago a very impor- 
tant and extensive business which was formerly in the town of Lake, viz. : 
the Packing and Slaughter Houses and the Stock Yards. These embrace 
about one square mile of territory. About in the centre of this locality is 
located Fire Patrol No. 4. This company is supported entirely by Insurance 
companies, and performs exclusively Fire Department service, and is under 
charge of the Superintendent of the Fire Patrol. This company has a double- 
chambered, 100-gallon each, Chemical Engine, drawn by 2 horses, and has 
in the past performed very good service in stopping fires in their incipiency. 
All the packing houses are supplied with hose and stand-pipes, and in case a 
fire occurs of such a nature that it would get beyond the control of the 
chemical apparatus, then the hose is utilized, each member of the chemical 
company acting as pipeman, there being plenty of other help, until the arri- 
val of the regular force. A strict watch is kept on the premises at all times. 
A signal service of the District Telegraph is located in the rear part of the sec- 
ond story of the house where the Chemical Company is located, from which 
radiate 19 circuits, with which 598 call boxes connect. These lines and 
bexes are used during the day time for business and call purposes, and if not 
so used are testea at 10 and 3 o’clock daily. Three rounds of these boxes 
indicate a fire either day or night, the boxes having a glass front which is 
to be broken in case of necessity. Watchmen are employed in the day time 
but do not report over the lines. At night, and on Sundays and holidays, or 
when work is suspended, they are required to report at stated intervals over 
these lines by pulling the boxes once, Should they not so report, not more 
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than ten minutes are allowed to elapse before a person is sent to the locality 
where the watchman should be, in order to ascertain what the trouble is, a 
sufficient force of men being kept at the Central office at the Patrol House 
for that purpose. In case a fire occurs the watchman discovering the same 
pulls the nearest watch box three times, and the same is immediately trans- 
mitted to the Central office and Patrol House, when the chemical company 
there located proceeds immediately to the point indicated. In order to con- 
vey the alarm quickly to the regular Fire Department, the Central office of 
the Stock Yards is connected with the Central Telegraph at the City Hall by 
a direct wire. There are in this district 16 street boxes with appropriate 
numbers, which connect through the Central office at City Hall with the va- 
rious fire department quarters. When an alarm of fire is received at the 
Central office in the Stock Yards, the operator on duty there, having a dupli- 
cate set of break wheels, corresponding in numbers with the 16. street boxes, 
selects the one nearest the point from which he has received the alarm and 
placing it in circuit the alarm is given to the fire department, thus sending 
the companies to the immediate vicinity of the fire. This system seems to 
be very well arranged and is about as perfect as can be devised; the impor- 
tance of a quick alarm in case of fire in the packing houses being thoroughly 
understood, the buildings being of such a character that a fire having once 
attained headway a large loss must necessarily follow. 

I am very much pleased to say that the Fire Service of the City of Chicago 
is in very good hands, and that the service is receiving all the attention that 
such an important matter demands. I have been the recipient of the utmost 
courtesy at the hands of Marshal Swenie and his officers, Secretary Bowden 
of the Board of Underwriters, Supt. Shepherd of the Fire Patrol, and every 
person interested in the Insurance and Fire business in the City of Chicago. 
Every facility has been afforded me to obtain information, and I am only too 
happy to testify to the excellence of the work performed by both the Fire 
Department and Insurance Patrol. 

Before closing this report, I beg leave to call your attention to a matter 
which, while it does not at present excite any discussion, it does produce 
a strong undercurrent of feeling throughout the fire department. The fact 
of the matter is, that as the law stands at present, any newly elected Mayor, 
by and with the consent of the Common Council, can remove the Fire 
Marshal from his position, and through a newly appointed Marshal, every. 
man inthe Fire Department could be removed if so desired. In conversation 
with the President of the Board of Underwriters, J. H. Moore, Esq., in 
relation to this matter, I stated the law was very defective on this point and 
might some day be the cause of trouble. Mr. Moore thought that no Mayor 
would dare to remove the present Marshal as he never allowed politics to 
interfere with his duties, and was a very competent man. There is no deny- 
ing those facts, but the law does not protect any of the firemen in their 
positions, and they know it, and while they are not afraid of anything while 
Chief Swenie is at the helm, they would be better pleased if the law was so 
amended that they would only be removable for cause. 

If it is in the province of the local Board of Underwriters of the City of 
Chicago, it would be a good thing to have a law passed securing the firemen 
of Chicago in their positions and making them removable for cause only. 
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EXHIBIT 9. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT AND WATER SUPPLY. 
INSPECTION REPORT No. 8. 


NATIONAL BOARD OF FIRE UNDERWRITERS. 


REPORT ON THE FIRE DEPARTMENT, FIRE PATROL, AND 
WATER SUPPLY OF BOSTON, MASS. 


New York, October 2, 1890. 


[ By vote of the Executive Committee one copy only of each report issued 
will be furnished confidentially to members. | 


Name and Title of Chief Municipal Officer: Thomas N. Hart, Mayor. 

Population ? 446,000. Area? 23,707 acres. Fire limits ? 1,829 acres. 

How situated in reference to Fire hazard, and liability to general con- 
flagrations? There will always be a liability to a sweeping conflagration in 
that part of the city called the city proper, from the fact that real estate being 
so valuable, every inch of available territory is built on, the great number of 
narrow lanes and alleys in this district, upon which high buildings are 
erected, and which, during night time, are rarely entered, gives opportunity 
for fires to attain great headway before being discovered, and makes it much 
harder for firemen to operate.. If a fire should start in the Boston Theatre, 
adjoining which is the Bijou Theatre, both on Washington Street, and in the 
rear of which is a large stable, at the time of a brisk wind, the chances for a 
sweeping conflagration would be first-class. There are other localities about 
as bad. 

Do frame ranges expose better buildings? Not to any extent in business 
district; outside of the building limits frame buildings are not allowed to be 
built in ranges, except where a brick wall is placed between. 

Exposures (Lumber Yards, Elevators, etc.) to business district 2 The lum- 
ber and wood working district does not expose the business district, it being 
separated partly by water or by intervening brick dwellings. Elevators 
situated at East Boston. 

Prevailing winds? In spring easterly winds prevail, which have a 
threatening influence; other times westerly, except when stormy. 

Character and general height of buildings in business districts 2? Character 
of buildings in city proper not very good; as the building district extends, 
many old dwelling houses are altered into stores. In business district, build- 
ings that have been put up for business purposes are good. Height from six 
to eight stories. 

Height and construction of highest buildings ; vf not fire-proof, can they be 
reached by present fire and water facilities? Ten to twelve stories; the 
very high buildings are well constructed, and are “ fire-proof,” that is, the 
material might burn out in any one room, but the buildings themselves could 
hardly be destroyed. 

Proportion of brick, stone, and frame buildings ? In the business districts 
brick and stone predominate. There are many granite buildings. Outside 
of city proper frames are largely in the majority. 

Streets? In the city proper the streets are very narrow, thirty to forty 
feet wide at the most; there are a large number not more than from ten to 
twelve feet wide; there are also passageways where no vehicle can pene- 
trate. 

Pavements? Pavements in city proper mostly stone; there is some 
asphalt. Outside of the city proper there is a considerable amount of 
macadamized pavement. They are generally in good condition, and seem to 
be well cared for. 
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Is there a stringent law regulating building construction, and ts it rigidly 
enforced ? There is a building law which is good in some respects, but de- 
fective in others. The building laws are carefully looked after by Ex-Chief 
John S. Damrell, who most rigidly enforces them as far as it is in his power, 
but the law is deficient in regard to a proper division of fire walls; as it now 
exists an entire square could be built without any intervening wall. In the 
special report upon the great fire of November 28, 1889, speaking of the 
Brown, Durell & Co. Building, the Fire Marshal says: ‘‘ It was the largest 
building in the city of Boston without partition walls, the inside area of the 
lower floor being over 23,000 square feet; although when erected, eight vears 
ago, it was built in strict conformity to the building laws in force at that 
time, and which, so far as they would affect the division of the building by 
such walls, are still in effect at the present time.” This is a matter which I 
think should be remedied as soon as possible. It is the opinion of a great 
many who were present at that fire, that if inside iron shutters had been on 
many of the buildings destroyed, the fire might have been confined to much 
smaller limits, and it is my opinion that much may be done to prevent the 
spread of a conflagration by the introduction of such preventatives. The 
building laws are defective in this respect, from the fact that in section 
ninety-five of chapter three hundred and seventy-four, provision is made for 
placing such shutters on buildings where the streets are less than twenty feet 
in width only. Provision ought to be made for the placing of such shutters 
upon buildings of any character, without reference to the width of the street, 
under the direction of competent authority. 

Is there an ordinance prohibiting fire-works and fire-crackers? No. 
They are sold under license granted by the Fire Commissioners, who make 
rules for the government of parties procuring such licenses. 

Is there provision for investigation as to causes of fires, and is it now 
enforced? Yes. There is a Fire Marshal appointed by the Governor. He 
does not attend to fires in person, but receiyes reports from the district 
chiefs, and then proceeds to investigate as to the causes. About 8 per cent. 
of the fires last year was of incendiary origin. Thirteen arrests were made, 
which resulted in six convictions. 

Are the sale and storage of owls, combustibles, and dangerous compounds 
regulated by law? Yes. Licenses required from the Fire Department. 

Board of Fire Underwriters: Charles E. Guild, President; Osborne 
Howes, Jr., Secretary. 


Fire DEPARTEENT. 


When organized? 1872. Paid or voluateer ? Paid and partly paid. 

How ws Department officered? One Chief Engineer; eleven District 
Chiefs, one of whom is on call only, doing duty in West Roxbury. 

Are officers appovnted or elected, and by whom? Officers are appointed by 
a majority of the Fire Commissioners. 

Give present officers: Chief of Department, Lewis P. Webber, Head- 
quarters, City Hall. District Chiefs, John F. Eagan, Headquarters, Engine- 
house 9; C. H. W. Pope, Headquarters, Ladder 9; Lewis P. Abbott, Head- 
quarters, Engine-house 25; Wm. T. Cheswell, Headquarters, Engine-house 
4; John W. Regan, Headquarters, Engine-house 26; John A. Mullen, Head- 
quarters, Engine-house 1; Patrick E. Keyes, Headquarters, Engine-house 3; 
Edwin H. Sawyer, Headquarters, Hose-house 7; Willisten A. Gaylord, 
Headquarters, Hook and Ladder House 4; J. Foster Hewins, Headquarters, 
Engine-house 18. Call District Chief, James F. Rogers, assigned to that 
part of District 10 located in West Roxbury. 

What kind of discipline is enforced ? As far as I could ascertain the dis- 
cipline appeared to be good; the company quarters which I visited in company 
with Chairman Fitch, Commissioner Murphy, and Chief Webber, were in 
excellent condition; others that I visited without any introduction also pre- 
sented a neat and cleanly appearance. 

Does the department do patrol duty to familiarize the men with the char- 
acter and the condition of important buildings ? Yes. The District Chiefs of 
the Department inspect all buildings in their respective districts, and 
acquaint themselves from time to time with the condition of all buildings 
used for mercantile or manufacturing purposes. In addition section nine of 
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hapter three hundred and seventy-four of the statutes provides as follows: 
‘The assistant inspectors of buildings shall attend all fires occurring in the 
districts to which they are respectively assigned, and report to the Chief or 
Assistant Engineer of the Fire Department present all information they may 
have relative to the construction and condition of the premises on fire, and 
also any such information relating to the adjoining buildings.” 

How vs Department governed ? by Commissioners, City Council, or Trus- 
tees? By three Commissioners. 

What relation does tts adminstration bear to the City government? Itisa 
bureau of the city government. The Commisioners being appointed by the 
Mayor, one annually, subject to the approval and confirmation of the City 
Council. 

Number of men in entire department? Six hundred and forty-eight. of 
whom 464 are under pay both day and night. 

Number of Companies? Thirty-four steamers: sixteen hook and ladders; 
eight hose companies; ten chemicals. 

Number of men in each Company? Steamers, four to thirteen; hook and 
ladders, four to seventeen; hose companies, two to five; chemicals, two to 
three. 

Number of companies reporting to any given alarm first? Five steamers, 
three hook and ladders, and two chemicals. 

Number of Steam Fire Engines drawn by horses? Thirty-four; there are 
six others in reserve. 

Are horses hired out for other purposes, or are they solely in use of De- 
partment and ready for service at all times? The horses are always on duty. 

State make, style, and condition of engines, and time they have been in 
service. 
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If the city has a water front is there a fire boat, and if so what is its 
capacity and efficiency? The city has an excellent boat, witha capacity of 
six thousand five hundred gallons per minute. It ought to be very efficient. 

Alarms and discovery of fires. How provided for, and what are the 
means of giving alarms to the Fire Department? A regular system of five 
hundred and twenty-five street alarm boxes, of the Gamewell pattern, and 
two automatic systems, the Watkins, and the Martin Wilson’s both of which 
have a regular central office and transmitting stations, and which also connect 
with the nearest engine houses in the vicinity of all places where such alarms 
are located. 

In what respects is the Fire Department deficient in equipment or service ? 
The Fire Department is deficient in some important points; one of which is 
in the matter of the employment of what are known as call men who report 
at fires. There are one hundred and seventy-nine of these men, every one of 
whom should be employed as permanent. ‘There are other deficiencies in 
regard to the number of companies, but an increase to a considerable extent 
is being now provided for. 

What recommendations to perfect it were made by the Inspector? No rec- 
ommendations were made by the Inspector, as a great many improvements 
are now under way, and others, contemplated as the following extract from 
the annual report of the Fire Commissioners will show : 


‘““GROWTH OF THE DEPARTMENT. 


‘* A special appropriation of $510,000 was made soon after the Thanks- 
giving-day fire for a much-needed increase in the size and strength of the 
department. In accordance with the order making the appropriation, the 
application of this sum was to be for the following purposes: A fire-proof 
central headquarters to accommodate the offices of the Commissioners, the 
chief, fire-alarm system, and several pieces of apparatus; a double company 
in Engine-house 26, land and a house for a double company on Congress 
street; site and house for an engine company at the North End; site and 
house for a ladder company in or near Ward 10; site and house for an engine 
company in Washington Village; an engine-house at Egleston Square; an 
engine-house at Brighton; rebuilding the house of Engine 9 in East Boston; 
establishing a new engine company in East Boston, and another in Charles- 
town; and horses, apparatus, equipment, etc., to provide for the increase in 
companies. There have been obstacles in the way of rapid progress toward 
a complete accomplishment of the end proposed. No site has yet been pro- 
vided for the central headquarters, though the Commissioners have made 
several recommendations that had the good of the city and the. department 
in view. Thisis one of the most important features of the new programme 
approved some months ago by your Honor and the City Council. According 
to the plans then outlined such headquarters would constitute a centre of 
strength and convenience; the lack of which can never be made good by any 
of the make-shifts and substitutes that have yet been suggested. Work has 
been started on the Congress-street house, one of the more important of the 
new additions, and the department ought to be able to occupy it some time 
in the late autumn. A site has been purchased for a ladder-house near 
Ward 10; the house of Engine 26 has been refitted, and a double company is 
already located there; an engine company will soon be established in the 
house now occupied by Chemical Engine 3 on Longwood avenue; another 
engine company will be established in Charlestown, and also one in Kast 
Boston as soon as quarters are ready. It is proposed to build engine-houses 
in Brighton and at Egleston square on the sites of Chemical Engine 6 and 5 
respectively. It has thus far been found very difficult to find a suitably 
located site for an engine-house at the North End at a price within the 
appropriation, while the site in Washington Village approved by the Com- 
missioners has not yet been accepted by the City Council. It is proposed 
to make all the new companies permanent, as the city cannot afford. to 
further confess any such lack of necessary enterprise as would be in- 
dicated by an extension of the present weak and provincial call system. In 
their previous report the Commissioners said: ‘ The question of a steady 
advancement of the department toward permanency ws still held to be of the 
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greatest importance. All the companies in South Boston, East Boston, 
Charlestown, and perhaps Roxbury, should be made permanent as soon as 
possible; and while the Commissioners do not wish to seem importunate, 
they ask your assistance and encouragement to this end.’ The logic of 
events for the past six months would seem to justify the Commissioners in 
now urging this reform with some degree of importunity.” 

What action can be taken by the Board or by Companies looking to the ac- 
complishment of needed reforms? ‘The Board will best know what action to 
take, after they learn what improvements are being effected. 


WATER SUPPLY. 


State whether from pumps acting direct or from reservoir or storage sys- 
tem. Give full particulars of capacity, source of supply and extent of same ? 
The water supply is from reservoirs for low service and from pumps con- 
nected with stand pipe for high service. Sources of supply, lake Cochituate 
and Sudbury and Mystic rivers. 

Daily supply: Sudbury, 104,030,000 gallons; Cochituate, 25,112,000 gal- 
lons; Mystic, 34,601,000 gallons. 

If the city depends upon pumping works, can the Fire Department tele- 
graph from all points in case of fire? It is not necessary. 

Pressure at Hydrants in business centre? 380 to 60 lbs., varying according 
to elevation. 

Pressure in outlying districts? 30 to 60 lbs., varying according to eleva- 
tion. 

What is the size and entire length of mains? ‘The entire length of all is 
2,533,192 feet, equal to 479.77 miles, varying from four to sixty inches. All 
mains over twenty-four inches are supply mains. 

How distributed, and size and length of distributing mains? Eastern 
Division, 24 inches, 47,683 feet; 20 inches, 48,478 feet; 16 inches, 59,137 
feet; 12 inches, 684,417 feet; 10 inches, 29,450 feet; 8 inches, 257,026 feet; 
6 inches, 1,017,177 feet; 4 inches, 128,214 feet. Western Division, 24 inches, 
47,683 feet; 20 inches, 59,263 feet; 16 inches, 67,413 feet; 12 inches, 708,549 
feet; 10 inches, 31,661 feet; 8 inches, 276,915 feet; 6 inches, 1,063,906 feet; 
4 inches, 126,057 feet. 

Do they connect at street crossings? Yes. 

Give number of hydrants, state whether single or double, and give average 
distance apart? 1,277 of single hydrants with one opening of 24 inches; 
1,158 of double hydrants with three openings, one 4 inches, and two 24 
inches; number of openings where the portable hydrant is used, 2,834, with 
four discharges, two 24 inches and two 4 inches; 300 feet apart. 

What provision exists for their inspection and repair? ‘The fire depart- 
ment inspects and reports any defect to the Water Department who send re- 
pair gangs out. The post hydrants are examined and oiled twice a year. 

Is proper provision made to prevent their obstruction by vehicles or other- 
wise, or by snow in winter, and to keep them from freezing? The larger 
number of the hydrants are only street openings, the hydrants being carried 
on the Engines. The coverings are salted in winter by the Fire Department, 
each Company having a district to care for. They cannot be obstructed, ex- 
cept where building is going on, and in that case care is taken to see that a 
sufficient space is left to get apparatus to the required point. There area 
number of reasons for using the Lowerre or portable hydrant which is carried 
on each steamer, and which has four openings; two of four inches for large 
suction and two of 24 inches for small connections. One reason is that with 
the very narrow sidewalks on the narrow streets, post hydrants could not be 
placed without proving great obstructions. A second and much better reason 
is that the connection being made at the crossing of the pipes a flow of water 
is obtained from four ways, a sufficient amount being obtained to enable 
three and even four steamers to be located at one hydrant in the immediate 
vicinity of a fire, thus enabling a greater pressure to be kept on the lines with 
less danger of bursting hose. A singular matter in regard to the water sup- 
ply is that the Fire Department has to pay an annual rental or tax of $15 on 
each hydrant to the Water Department. This amount, I am informed, being 
nearly $80,000, is credited in the first place to the Fire Department, and is 
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then transferred to the Water Department and expended by that department, 
so that the Fire Department expense appears to be much higher than it 
really is. 

Are the hydrant connections and hose couplings of uniform size?’ The 
hydrants have 44-inch openings and 24-inch openings. 

Are the most approved nozzles used. What make? Yes. Calahans. 

Does the nearest city use same size and style of couplings? All the near 
cities do. 

If not, are hermaphrodite couplings carried? Not necessary. 

If any parts of the city are not reached by the water supply, indicate such 
districts ? The water supply reaches all built up portions, and is extended 
as building progresses. 

Lf there is a dependence to any extent upon cisterns, wells, rivers, canals or 
other resources, state particulars? There are 238 Cisterns in various parts 
of the city, holding from 300 to 500 hogsheads of water. Very seldom used. 
Kept more as a reserve. Cisterns: Boston Proper, 95; South Boston, 18; 
East Boston, 18; Roxbury, 41; Dorchester, 11; West Roxbury, 19; Charles- 
town, 38; Brighton, 3; Total, 238. 

What ts the average lift by suction from cisterns, wells, etc. ? 6 to 10 feet. 

Are suction-pipes carried on all engines ; tf not, how are they promptly 
obtained when needed? All engines carry suctions. 

If the water-supply service is defective or insufficient, state in what respects, 
and what recommendations were made by the Inspector, and to whom, look- 
ing to tts improvement ? Vhe water supply was represented to me as being 
good, and the Fire Department officials made no complaint, but as the mains 
in the city proper vary from 4 to 12 inches in size, and are used for domestic 
as well as for fire purposes, it has been suggested that a large main, say 24 
inches or larger, should be brought direct to the business district before 
being tapped and there connected with the supply mains, so as to give an 
increased pressure and a more certain supply at all times. As a measure of 
precaution this idea is an excellent one, and would be productive of good 
results, as the matter of water supply cannot be overdone. 

What further steps can be taken by the Board, or by Insurance Compantes 
to secure such improvements? Support the local Board in any action it may 
take. 


TAXATION AND LICENSES IMPOSED UPON INSURANCE COMPANIES. 


If any law or ordinance exists taxing Companies on receipts, or charging 
licenses for doing business, either by the state or municipality, for the benefit 
of the Fire Department or water-supply service, or in support of disabled 
jiremen or other purposes, give tts provisions? <A State tax of 2 per cent. on 
all Companies outside of State which is retained by State. A further fee, for 
filing statement, of $20; and for Agent’s Certificate, $2. A retaliatory tax on 
all Companies from States where the tax is more than two per cent. 


Automatic Signa ALarmMs — From Thermostats or Auailary Alarms. 


How many of the buildings are fully equipped with same, and whose plant ? 
Watkins’ Thermostat, 122 connections. Martin Wilson, 25 connections. 
The Watkins and the Wilson have central offices and connect with the near- 
est engine house. American, five stations in Boston, and one in Charles- 
town. No central office. 

How is the signal conveyed to Fire Department? Both have a central 
office and connect with nearest engine house. In case those companies are 
out the Watkins telephones to Fire Department Headquarters. The alarm 
to Martin Wilson would be lost, they having no telephone connection. 

Are regular inspections and reinspections made, and by whom? Watkins’ 
System inspected every twenty days. Martin Wilson inspected every four- 
teen days. 

Where are the reports of such inspections filed? Both companies keep a 
Record Book. 

Fire ALARM TELEGRAPH. 


If any, state which system, whose plant, condition of same, and how pro- 
vided for. If none, what is the desirability and possibility of introducing 
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it? Boxes are of Gamewell pattern. Instruments made by Department. 
525 Boxes in all, of which number 123 have auxiliary attachments to 
buildings. 

Is fire alarm station in fire-proof building, or is it liable to be crippled by 
a fire? It is ina very bad building, the dome of the City Hall. In regard to 
the condition of the building where the telegraph apparatus of the Fire De- 
partment is located, there is no doubt of its being in a most dangerous lo- 
cality, being situated in the upper portion of the City Hall, a building erected 
before the time when modern improvements have made it imperative that 
public buildings should be as nearly as possible rendered fire-proof. The 
upper part of said building is constructed almost entirely of wood, and in case 
of a fire caused by a stroke of lightning or by an electric light wire, such as 
that which lately seriously damaged the Western Union building in the City 
of New York, it is most certain that the plant would be destroyed. The 
Superintendent of the Telegraph Department, Captain Flanders, is perfectly 
aware of this unfortunate state of affairs, and has provided, as far as possible, 
for an emergency of this kind, by locating his circuits in such a manner for 
East Boston, South Boston, Charlestown, and the outlying districts, that 
batteries would be located at convenient points in these localities, and the 
system changed into a village service for the time being. There has been a 
great delay in making improvements in regard to the Telegraph, for the 
reason that the department has no settled locality for a Headquarters. An 
appropriation has been made for the purpose of putting up a suitable build- 
ing for a Fire Department Headquarters, with an office for the Chief Engi- 
neer, and for other necessary purposes, the upper part of which building it 
is proposed to arrange for Telegraph purposes. The City is the owner of an 
elegant site for said building, viz: The Old Franklin School Honse, in the 
vicinity of Washington and Dover Streets, a location admirably adapted for 
the purpose. Said building has been leased by the City Authorities to two 
posts of the G. A. R., who occupy the same at a nominal rent of but $1 per 
year, with the understanding that said lease was to terminate upon a three 
month’s notice being given. This has to be determined on by the Board of 
Aldermen and Councilmen, and be approved by the Mayor. Great opposi- 
tion has been made by these two Posts against this excellent contemplated 
public improvement. The matter has been passed upon by the Board of 
Aldermen in favor of giving the site to the Fire Department, and they have 
refused to reconsider their action. It still has to be passed upon by the 
Council, and be approved by the Mayor. Should the matter receive a favor- 
able consideration at their hands, it will still take three months before any 
move can be made. In the mean time this much-wanted public improvement 
is delayed. So far as any action is concerned on the part of the Fire Com- 
missioners in spending any money upon the present Telegraph Apparatus, it 
would be a foolish action to expend any except for temporary purposes, as 
any such money would be, to a certain extent, wasted. The matter is to be 
brought up in the Council at an early day, and I am sorry to hear that the 
members of the Posts threaten with political defeat any member of the Coun- 
cil, of either party, who may vote in favor of giving the site to the Fire De- 
partment. The Fire Commissioners have repeatedly called attention to this 
important matter, and in the last report they speak as follows: ‘‘ But none 
of the dangers incident to its present location have been abated, nor can they 
be as long as the system remains where it is. The hazard involved is one 
of the strong reasons for providing a fire-proof central headquarters as soon 
as possible. That the City Hall still stands, with this menace hovering over 
it, is a striking proof of the forbearance of Providence which has thus far 
stayed the natural consequences of the situation.” There are 157 of the Fire 
Alarm Boxes situated in the City proper, South Boston and Charlestown 
Districts, which are equipped with the keyless doors, and it is the intention 
of the Fire Commissioners to have every box in the populated districts so 
arranged. About 40 Boxes were so equipped last year, and the same will be 
continued annually. Every box so equipped has a sign on post stating that 
fact, and also stating that ‘‘ the opening of the door does not give an alarm, 
the inside hook must be pulled.” This must be productive of much good, as 
the time lost in looking for Box keys in the early stages of a fire is con- 
siderable, 
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What precautions are taken against Hlectric Light wires or Lightning 
burning out apparatus? Ordinary Lightning Arresters. 

Is the fire alarm system dependent upon one circurt to Fire Department ? 
Itis not. There are 23 Box Circuits and 6 Gong Circuits. 

Is there a man in charge at all times? There are two men on in daytime, 
one man at night. The transmitter is automatic. At night there is an oper- 
ator and lineman on call. 


TELEPHONE FOR ALARMS. 


Does any exist? All department offices and buildings are connected by 
telephone. 

Under whose charge? Under charge of the operator at City Hall. 

Has the station a man in charge at all times? One at night, two during 
the day. Telephone alarms from Central office are seldom received. 

In regard to the use of the Telegraph and Telephone for transmitting 
alarms of fire, after the first alarm has been received and the Companies 
answering to that alarm are in action, it has been usual in all departments to 
use a code of signals by the use of the Morse key, not by sound, but by tap- 
ping. This has been more or less confusing, and was limited as to results. 
Captain Flanders has lately added a much wanted improvement to the Tele- 
graph System of the Boston Fire Department. The tapping system of calling 
up by the Morse key is to be discontinued, and calling by sound substituted. 
A school of instruction has been established, and every officer is furnished 
with a driver who perfectly understands the system. In addition to this, a 
small box is carried in the wagon, containing a Phone and transmitter. If 
any occasion arises that may make it necessary to communicate with head- 
quarters, the officer in command gives his orders to his driver, and he goes 
to the nearest alarm box, and after calling up the operator there with the 
Morse key, by the aid of two small clutches, attaches the box containing the 
Transmitter and Phone to the Alarm Box, and by the aid of two small plugs 
attaches the same to the wires, and Telephone communication is at once 
opened up from the fire to any point in the Department. This is a very great 
improvement over the old system, and must be productive of good results. 
I had an actual test of the improvement, as when I was out with Captain 
Flanders he opened a box and made an attachment, so that I personally 
talked with operator at headquarters. 

There has also been established within a short time two schools of instruc- 
tion, one in relation to the use of the Pompier Ladder and Life Saving Corps, 
and another for the instruction of the members as enginemen or engineers. 
In the former, every new member has to go through the school, also every 
member of the present Department under the age of forty, and every member 
of the Department over that age who desires promotion. In the second 
school, any member of the Departmeut who has a taste for mechanical work 
is given an opportunity to learn the duties of the position. so that the Depart- 
ment will soon have a well-trained corps of men in addition to those at present 
employed. These two schools must be productive of much good to the Bos- 
ton Fire Department. 


INSURANCE MATTERS. 


The Board of Underwriters have in their employ a corps of eight inspec- 
tors, who are under the direction of Capt. Albert H. Kelsey, Chief Inspector. 
These Inspectors inspect all buildings in business district. These inspec- 
tions are made every two, four, and six months, according to the nature of 
hazard. If any defects or neglect is found, the parties are at once notified 
that if it is not remedied their rates will be raised. This has a very good 
effect, as parties receiving such notices attend to it almost invariably. A 
book with a complete record of all such inspections is kept at the office of 
the Chief Inspector. 


LIGHTING. 


Is public lighting by electricity, manufactured or natural gas? If electri- 
city, has local Board of Fire Underwriters a system of inspection to enforce 
compliance with Underwriters’ Rules? Electricity and manufactured gas, 
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Printed Rules and two Inspectors, who are paid by fees received from the 
electrical companies. 
Fire PaTRou. 


Is there a Fire Patrol or Salvage Corps? Yes. Boston Protective. 

In what year was tt organized? 1867. 

Ts it incorporated 2? Yes. 

Is it voluntary on the part of Companies, or required by law? ‘The law 
requires companies to determine annually the question of a continuance of 
the patrol, and also to limit its expenses. 

Is wt paid by Insurance Companies? Yes. 

Is it controlled entirely by them? Yes. 

What was the cost of the equipment? Original amount estimated, $2,500. 
Increase from time to time, $20,000. 

What ts tts annual cost of maintenance? $45,000. 

Please state number — Of Stations,two; of Wagons for carrying Covers, 
two 2-horse; of Covers in good order, and of what material, 406 duck, cov- 
ered with rubber; of Men, permanent, twenty-two; of Men, auxiliary, ten; 
of Horses, six; of Extinguishers, four 3-gallon Babcock. 

Give any special facts or statistics indicating the effect of the Patrol wn re- 
ducing the fire loss. I can give no special facts in’relation to the Protectives, 
but the service is so satisfactory that the Companies interested are agitating 
for another Company for the South and Back Bay Districts. 

If the service is defective in any respect, what steps have been or can be 
taken to remedy them? The service cannot be considered defective so far as 
it exists, but there is room for improvement by the creation of another 
company, which would materially benefit the service. 


PROTECTIVE COMPANIES OTHER THAN FIRE PATROLS. 


If such exist give particulars of. State purposes and how managed. Also 
how paid and results accomplished. There are no other companies, but 
upon ten of the Trucks in the outlying districts, East Boston, Charlestown 
and South Boston, covers are carried, and call men who are paid by the 
Insurance Companies, and who reside or work in the immediate vicinity of 
the Truck houses, and who are allowed to sleep in the quarters, use the 
covers. In case there is no duty for the Truckmen to do, they help spread 
covers. The results are very good. 


REMARKS. 


In regard to obtaining all the informaticn relating to the Boston Fire 
Department I would respectfully say, that having been furnished with an 
introductory letter from the Chairman of the Committee to Mr. E. E. Part- 
ridge, Vice-President of the North American Insurance Company, I was 
introduced by him to Chairman Fitch, Commissioner Murphy, and Chief 
Webber, all of whom received me very cordially. The chief I had met 
before, at Detriot, and the two Commissioners I had also met in Brooklyn, 
some time ago, although I had forgotten the circumstances. All of these 
gentlemen did their utmost to furnish me with oportunities for inspecting the 
Fire Department and obtaining correct information in regard to other matters. 
Chairman Fitch, Commissioner Murphy, and Chief Webber accompained me 
on a trip in visiting all the companies in the city proper, the Water Tower, 
Machine Shop, and other points of interest. At the rear of the repair shop 
the school of instruction were employed in their exercises with the Pompier 
Ladders. These ladders are now carried on all the Trucks and Hose 
Wagons, and will no doubt prove a mostefficient tool. Sofar as I could see 
in the limited time that I was in that city, I think that all persons connected 
with the Fire Department service are desirous of placing it on such a footing 
that it will equal any other department; but I am free to say that the Fire 
Department of the City of Boston has to encounter obstacles, which I have 
mentioned before, which no other place that I have visited presents. 

Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN W. SMITH, 
General Inspector. 
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS. 


1. The appointing of all men in the Fire Department as permanent men. 

2. Revision of Fire Laws, so as to provide for Dividing or Fire Walls in 
all buildings to be erected covering a large area. 

3. Revision of Fire Laws in regard to the placing of iron shutters on such 
buildings as competent authority might direct, without regard to the width of 
streets. 

4. The bringing of a large water main to the centre of business district 
before tapping, as a matter of precaution. 


DocuMEnNTS FILED. 


1. History of Boston Fire Department from early times to 1889. 
2. Annual Report of the Fire Commissioner, April 30, 1890. 
3. Annual Report of the Fire Marshal, April 30, 1890. 
4. Special Report of the Fire Marshal, on the Kingston Street Fire, 
November 28, 1889. 
5. Annual Report of the Boston Protective Department, March 1, 1890. 
6. Annual Report of the Water Department, 1889. 
7. Annual Report of the Inspector of Buildings. 
8. Monthly Report of the Superintendent of Protectives. 
9. Daily Report of the Superintendent of Protectives. 
10. List of Fire-Alarms Boxes and Assignments for duty. 
11. Form of card which is circulated near all Fire-Alarm Boxes. 
12. Rules of the Underwriters for Electric Plants. 
18. Circular. — Kinds of wire which may be used. 
14. Circular. — Regulations in regard to Automatic Alarms. 
15. Circular. — Watkins Fire Alarm System. 
16. Circular. — Constitution Boston Fire Underwriters. 
17. Rates and Rules Boston Board of Underwriters. 
18. Copy of Law in relation to Gunpowder. 
19. Copy of Law in relation to Fire-works. 
20. Copy of Law in relation to Kerosene Oil. 
21. Digest of the Statutes in regard to Buildings. 
22. Copy of Card used by Inspectors of Insurance Bureau. 
23. Book of American Automatic Alarm Co. 
24. Small Map showing brick building limits. 
25. Number of small maps showing water distribution. 
26. Large Map of the City showing the location of all the Engine, Hose, 
and Hook and Ladder houses, and also a number of contemplated 
improvements. 


SUPPLEMENTARY COMMUNICATION FROM FIRE COM- 
MISSIONERS. 


The following was received : 
OFFICE OF THE 
Boarp oF FrirE COMMISSIONERS, 
OLp Court House, Boston, April 19, 1893. 


To the Honorable the Joint Special Committee upon management of Fire De- 
partment, Hon. Joun H. Les, Chairman: 


Dear Sir: I herewith enclose an answer to various questions not hitherto 
covered. You will notice that the engine service has increased in less than 
six years over thirty per cent., that the number of permanent men has in- 
creased nearly seventy per cent.,and that the number of fires annually occur- 
ring has increased about fifty per cent. The amount required for pensions is 
over two and a half times what it was six years ago, so the increased cost of 
running the department is readily accounted for, Every fire is a greater or 
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less expense to the department, and an increase of fifty per cent. in their num- 
ber means an addition of a large amount to our running expenses. Salaries 
have also been advanced since 1887, and this swells the total considerably. 


Respectfully submitted, 
For the Board, 
Ropert G. Fitcu, Chairman. 


Exhibit 10.— Losses by Fires. 


1888-89. 
Number of Fire Alarms where the loss was less than 
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Exhibit 12. 
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Engine company 31 ‘‘Fireboat” is included in the number of engines 
given above. The Water Tower is in addition to the above. 


LETTER FROM WILLIAM BROPHY. 


THe CHarrMAN: ‘The chair is in receipt of a letter from Mr. 
William Brophy, which the clerk will read. 
The clerk read the following : 


Boston, Mass., April 7, 1893. 
Hon. Jonn H. Len, Chairman Board of Aldermen, Boston, Mass.: 


Dear Sir: As you are already aware I have appeared before your com- 
mittee and given some testimony bearing on the management and discipline 
of the Boston Fire Department. I was not aware until a few minutes before 
I was called on that I was to so testify, and had no time to make preparations, 
and consequently overlooked some things that I might have desired to men- 
tion. I have since that time had an opportunity to read reports of your 
proceedings in the Boston papers, and scan the testimony given by all parties 
who appeared before you. 

The first one of these which I would care to notice would be one to whom 
I have already paid my respects; namely, the Secretary of the Boston Board 
of Underwriters. I have always believed that he was the prime mover in 
keeping up this continued agitation and unfair criticism of the Boston Fire 
Department. Recent events have proved beyond a doubt that such is the 
case. I think it is a waste of time to consider him in this connection any 
farther than to place him among that class of birds who never let an 
opportunity pass to befoul their own nest. 

Taking the testimony of the Underwriters as a whole, they have demon- 
strated first, that they know absolutely nothing of the merits or demerits of 
the Boston Fire Department, and can offer no remedy for its alleged 
deficiency. Their testimony has demonstrated another fact, that their 
methods of conducting the insurance business is enough to cause thinking 
people to doubt whether they are entitled to the name of Underwriters. 

The reason for the demand for an investigation of the Fire Department by 
these gentlemen is quite apparent. The competition amongst them has been 
so fierce in securing business they have completely demoralized rates, 
paying little regard to the character of the buildings and contents on which 
they have written insurance, thereby encouraging neglect and carelessness on 
the part of the owners and occupants, and in a measure inviting con- 
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flagration. Under these conditions conflagrations were as sure to come as 
the sun is to rise to-morrow. When they came some reason had to be given 
for these losses. Rather than give the true ones they have attempted to 
throw dust in the eyes of the principals and managers of their respective 
companies, by charging the Fire Department with inefficiency and demanding 
an investigation thereof, and, if possible, sacrifice the present officers in 
order to divert attention from themselves. 

With a few exceptions, however, most of the insurance men who have 
testified before your committee have told the truth and given the Department 
the credit to which it is entitled. 

A prominent underwriter testifies as follows: ‘*‘ The result of the Fire 
Department’s work is unsatisfactory.” He thought because his insurance 
companies’ will not allow as large risks taken in Boston as in New York, it is 
on account of the excessive fire hazards here. From what I have learned 
since this investigation began I am compelled to say that this is not the true 
reason. The reason it is difficult to obtain insurance in Boston is not owing 
to a lack of confidence in the Fire Department and its management, but 
owing to the belief that the rates are inadequate in many cases. An instance 
came to my notice while in New York a short while ago. An insurance 
broker entered the office of one of the largest insurance companies in New 
York, and attempted to place a line on property situated on the water-front 
in this city, at the rate of 75 cents. It was promptly declined, not for the 
reason that the manager, who by the way was a Boston man, had any doubts 
about the ability of the Fire Department to cope successfully with fires, but 
because the rate was inadequate. He offered to take the risk at just twice 
the amount, namely, 14 per cent. This almost paralyzed the Boston broker. 
He started on a tour amongst the various insurance offices of the city, 
was unable to place it at his figures, and finally returned where he started 
from and placed it at the figure named by the manager of the company. 

The present demoralization in insurance rates in the city of Boston is 
evidently due to the inefficiency of the Boston Board of Underwriters and to 
the desire of various agents and brokers to secure business atany cost. Bos- 
ton is not, properly speaking, the home of insurance companies. The 
business is done by agents and brokers. Even some of the most prominent 
men who have appeared before you are not officers of insurance companies, 
but are the agents of such companies doing business for a certain fixed com- 
mission. The greater the volume of business they secure, the greater their 
profits. For that reason the same care in selecting risks, and the same 
oversight of the same is not exercised in the city of Boston that is in New 
York or Chicago, and this in a great measure accounts for the severe losses 
by fire that have occurred in Boston during this year. 

I had an opportunity to make a hurried examination of the insurance 
ratings in the dry-goods district in New York city, a short time since, and 
they range from 50 to 150 per cent. higher than they do in Boston. Taking 
the Ames building as a sample, one of the worst risks that could possibly be 
constructed, and it was written for 50 cents. No wonder the Presidents 
and Managers of insurance companies decline to increase their lines in the 
congested districts of Boston when such rates as these prevail. There is 
evidently a great lack of judgment, to say the least, on the part of insurance 
underwriters in the city of Boston. 

Another shining light unbosoms himself in this manner: 

‘¢One fault I have to find is that the department does not evolve a plan 
until it has commenced handling the fire.” Who, that has ever had any ex- 
perience in handling a fire department, ever heard of evolving a plan for 
fighting fire before the fire actually occurred ? The commander of an army 
generally knows something of the plans and purposes of the enemy in his 
front. Before making an attack he has ample time to consult with his 
officers and formulate an elaborate plan. Such is not the case with the chief 
of a fire department. His plans have to be evolved on the spur of the 
moment on his arrival upon the scene. He has no time to call his subordi- 
nates and consult them as to how he shall proceed to extinguish a fire which, 
perhaps, has enveloped a large and extensive building in flames, and is 
threatening those in its immediate vicinity. 

This wise expression would make a veteran fire-department horse laugh 
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were he to hear it. This gentleman rushed into print during the progress of 
the Hecht-building fire, to say that ‘‘ all wires, except the wires of the West 
End Railway Company, should be placed underground.” He testified before 
your Committee that he ‘‘ failed to see where the wires of the West End 
road had impeded the action of the Fire Department.” 

According to the figures taken from the books of the Boston Electric Light 
Company they have 622 miles, 2,380 feet of overhead wires. According to 
the report of the inspector of wires the West End Railway has 58,226 miles 
of aérial wires. 

Electric wires may be placed in two classes, so far as their relation to the 
Fire Department is concerned. First, the low tension wires which carry 
currents that do not in themselves endanger life and limb. Next, the electric 
light and railway wires which do to a more or less extent endanger the life 
and limb of a fireman when in the performance of his duties. The former 
are an obstruction, the latter are as great if not a greater obstruction, and in 
addition, exert a certain amount of demoralizing influence over the fireman 
from the fact that there are hidden dangers contained therein. With the 
amount of wire in the streets of Boston owned by the West End Railway 
Company, I cannot see how any intelligent person can truthfully say they 
are not at some times, at least, a hinderance to the firemen in the performance 
of their duty. There are those, however, who are unkind enough to think 
and say that the desire to defend a good customer has prompted this gentle- 
man to make a very foolish statement. 

Among other witnesses who have appeared before your Committee is one 
who, with some of the underwriters, believe in a one-headed commission for 
our Fire Department, but he would select a graduate of West Point, one who 
had had a military training for that position. 

Does he and others who urge such a choice forget that the first chairman 
of the fire commission in the city of Boston was a military man, and if there 
are any inherent defects in the methods pursued by that commission, some of 
them at least date back to his time. I believe also they are not aware that 
after the great fire in Chicago General Shaler was called there and placed at 
the head of the commission to reorganize and reconstruct the Chicago Fire 
Department. His experience there was neither profitable to himself or that 
city, and as a matter of fact, to save his reputation he resigned after 
remaining in the position about three months. 

I now come to the testimony of one whose reputation for accuracy of state- 
ment is national, and who is the head of one of the most successful insurance 
organizations in this country, and who, with his subordinates, has done more 
to prevent the shameful waste of property by reason of fire than any other 
living man in this country. His experience, however, has been largely, if 
not wholly, with large manufacturing establishments built on common-sense 
principles, equipped with the best-known devices for the extinguishment of 
fires, nearly all of such buildings being accessible at all sides, the walls so 
well constructed that even though the floors and roofs were completely 
burned off, those engaged in fighting the fire need have little fear that they 
would fall and crush them. The task of extinguishing fires in buildings of 
this nature is a much easier one than to combat fires in a city like Boston 
where it is rare to find a building constructed as these are. 

After giving a list of all the commissions, organizations, or persons who are 
now charged with the various duties in the matter of fire, he comes finally to 
the owners of property. He says: ‘‘and lastly we come to the owners 
of property who have until recently considered their own duties to be fulfilled 
if they could put up a building which would barely come within the permis- 
sion of the Building Act, and in such a way as to enable them to procure 
insurance; shifting upon the building act and the insurance companies re- 
sponsibilities and duties which they themselves are the only men capable of 
discharging.” 

This statement is too true. The habit is growing on the owners of prop- 
erty of placing their entire dependence upon public officials, insurance 
companies, and the fire department, giving little if any heed to the many 
little things that would render their property less hazardous, and lessen the 
arduous duties of the Fire Department. Here is where the reform must 
begin; here is where the first step must be taken to prevent this worse than 
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useless waste that has been going on so long, not only in this city, but in the 
entire country. ‘Too much reliance has been placed on the ability of insur- 
ance ccmpanies not only to pay all losses that may occur, but to exercise 
that careful supervision over the property which should be assumed by the 
owners themselves. Until this is done it is little use to pass building laws, 
increase appropriations for the Fire Department, and restrict the floor areas 
of commercial buildings. 

Again he says: ‘‘ In my judgment the Chief of the Fire Department should 
be the Chief Inspector of Buildings, because it is with a view of safety from 
the fire and to the saving of life that the inspection of buildings is required.” 

I hardly think that this gentleman would, on second thought, seriously 
think of imposing these extra duties on an already overworked official. I do 
not believe it possible for any man to perform the duties of Chief Engineer 
and Inspector of Buildings in the city of Boston. I am satisfied from per- 
sonal observations that the Chief of the Fire Department cannot stand the 
strain consequent on the performance of his present duties many years, with- 
out becoming a physical wreck. I do believe, however, that every district 
chief or assistant chief should be qualified both in fact and in law to act as an 
inspector of buildings in his district. 

He says: ‘‘ I witnessed the work of the Fire Department upon the Webster 
building on Summer street. Nine streams of water were amassed on Summer 
street from different engines, playing into the front second-story window of the 
building, the greater part of the water running down the front stairs without 
reaching the fire. The fire was inthe rear. Had that fire been in a mill, I 
should have held the department of the factory very slow and very negligent 
in reaching the seat of the fire, and in putting it out with but small loss.” 

In reply to this statement, I will say that he would be perfectly justified in 
holding the department of the factory very slow and very negligent did this 
fire occur in one of the factories insured by his company. But the condi- 
tions are widely different, as I have stated before. One of the difficulties in 
reaching the seat of the fire in most of our commercial buildings above the 
first floor is the fact that economy of space compels the occupant to fill every 
available square foot of space from floor to ceiling with merchandise, render- 
ing it next to impossible in many cases to reach the seat of the fire. 

In a building of this character a few years ago I came near losing my own 
life in attempting to reach the seat of the fire, without causing an excessive 
loss by an unnecessary amount of water. Merchandise in this case so 
obstructed the stream that it was impossible to reach the seat of the fire. In 
attempting to get around such obstructions, I was overcome with smoke, lost 
my way and nearly lost my life. 

Experiences of this kind are nothing unusual in the life of a fireman. 

- Speaking of the Brown-Durell building, he says: ‘‘ Had the Boston Fire 
Department been organized according to what I should deem a suitable man- 
ner, the first duty of a delegated body of the firemen who reached the 
building, would have been to enter it and close those shutters, in which ease 
the building would probably have been saved. Had the building been a 
factory under the Factory Mutual supervision, the employees would them- 
selves have been organized for that purpose.” 

Here I must take issue with this gentleman. With the present force 
allowed in the Boston Fire Department, men cannot be spared for duties of 
this kind, and I hardly think it would be wise to increase the department 
with a view of performing such duties. Where the owner of a property like 
this goes to the expense of equipping his building with fire-proof shutters, 
roof hydrants and a complete sprinkler system, he should go farther and 
instruct his employees to close the shutters, man the roof hydrants and take 
such other steps as are necessary for the protection of his property. 

This building, to my mind, was but partially equipped. It was a fatal error 
to omit the erection of outside ladders on this building, which would afford a 
means of escape from the roof for men engaged in preventing the spread of 
the fire from that point. If I am rightly informed, the upper stories of this 
building were so packed with merchandise that it was with difficulty even the 
employees themselves could make their way from stairway to the ladder 
reaching the roof. How then could a fireman be expected to avail himself 
of this means of escape under these conditions ? Had the equipment of this 
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building been complete in the manner which I have indicated, or even had a 
light bridge been thrown from it to some of the buildings on the opposite side 
of the street, we would not have witnessed the spectacle of district engineer 
Eagan hanging suspended over the street on a telephone cable. 

Further on he says: ‘‘I have heard of a chief of a fire department being 
seen on the top of a ladder directing a hose pipe, proving his capacity to be a 
private and his incapacity to be a chief.” 

While as a rule I do not believe it to be good practice for a Chief Engineer 
to handle a hose pipe, either at the top or bottom of a ladder, yet I contend 
there are times when such an act on his part may be of prime importance. 
No one who has been in active service in the fire department for years but 
what can recall times when such acts on the part of the Chief of the fire 
department were of great importance. ‘There are times during the progress 
of a fire, or perhaps in its early stages, when if the Chief were to stand on 
his dignity and wait for some one else to direct a stream, even though it be 
at the top of a ladder, serious loss might be the result. 

He further says: ‘‘ The private pumps and hydrant service on roofs and in 
upper stories in several of the great warehouses of this city have stopped 
fires which the fire department were proving themselves incapable of meet- 
ing. I refer to the Thanksgiving fire for one; and I suppose no one questions 
the fact that the admirable service of the roof hydrants from the platforms of 
the Parker House by their own employees saved the city from a disaster the 
other night.” 

Iagree with him perfectly that roof hydrants, with an ample supply of 
water behind them, are of great service in preventing the spread of fire from 
adjoining buildings, and [ have no doubt but what he states in regard to their 
performance at the Thanksgiving fire is true, but I am prepared to take issue 
with him when he claims that the roof hydrants on the Parker House operated 
by the employees saved the city from a disaster the other night. The fire 
department took position on that roof in the early stages of the fire and 
held it throughout, and to them should be accorded, at least, a little credit 
for stopping the spread of the fire at that point. 

He further states: ‘‘Inthe matter of hose, I gravely question whether the 
hose used in Boston is, asa rule, of the best kind. One learns, by hearsay, 
of many breaks. I think that the reason of those breaks may not be due to 
imperfect manufacture, but to the fact, probably, that the hose is not chosen 
with reference to smooth or rough interior surface. A coarse woven hose 
lined with rubber is very rough on the inside. The friction due to that 
roughness puts an unusual strain upon that hose, and renders the hose stream 
relatively inefficient.” \ 

It is evident that he has in mind the early attempt at the manufacture of 
cotton and linen rubber-lined hose. It is true that at that time the hose was 
coarsely woven, and the rubber lining being forced by pressure into the 
coarsely woven material left the interior surface very rough. Hose of this 
kind has long since disappeared, and is not now manufactured. 

Again he says: ‘‘I think the remedy for this difficulty will come, or might 
come, by the organization with owners themselves into a protective insurance 
company; nota mutual company, but a company which would have a right 
to invest a part of its capital in water pipes, pumping engines, standpipes, 
and roof hydrants drawing water from the docks.” 

This portion of his testimony should be read and pondered over by every 
business man in the so-called conflagration district. When the owners of 
buildings build them of the best material; equip them with every known 
safeguard against fire; drive their tenants, if necessary, into habits of 
order and cleanliness; exercise a strict supervision over said tenants, then 
indeed will the fire losses in that district be reduced. High rates of insurance 
alone will not bring about this desired end. 

Perhaps, Mr. Chairman, it is presumptuous in me to criticise a man occu- 
pying so prominent a position, and an acknowledged authority on matters of 
this kind, but I would not refrain from making the few slight criticisms which 
I have, and venturing to differ with him on these few points. I believe in 
the main his testimony was worth more to the Committee in their investiga- 
tions, and to the community at large, than that of all the insurance under- 
writers that could appear before your committee were you in session for the 
next twelve months. 
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Various criticisms have been made by different witnesses, as to the char- 
acter of some of the streams of water being directed on fires, notably we 
will say at the Kingston street fire. Many of these would-be critics either 
are entirely ignorant or have forgotten their early lessons in physics. Let 
one of those who claim that our steam fire engines are not capable of 
throwing a sufficient volume of water in case of fire, go with me to Lincoln 
street near the north end of the United States Hotel; fire raging on both 
sides of the street fronting that structure and the one directly opposite. 
A company of firemen directing a powerful stream of water from the pipe, 
to which was connected four lines of 25-in. hose. The wind was blowing 
through that street between those buildings a perfect gale, tearing this stream 
at times to a fine spray, making it impossible most of the time to reach the 
windows of the third and fourth stories. Not because there was not sufficient 
power behind this water to force it there, yet that would appear to be the 
reason to one standing some distance away. Do any of these critics stop to 
think for a moment of the cause for this rush of air through the street? I 
think not. The heated or rarefied air ascended with the flames. Pure air 
rushed in through this street to assist in maintaining combustion, rendering 
the task of stopping the progress of this conflagration still greater. The 
fire at this point opposite the United States Hotel met an obstruction in the 
shape of a solid brick wall extending above the roof, but it lapped around the 
end of this wall and worked its way through the two upper windows, despite 
the efforts of the men in the street to direct a stream of water to that point. 

Fortunately there was one stream that was available to carry up the stair- 
way and into this building. Had it not been for that this fire would have 
swept to Beach street, if not beyond, and probably destroyed the United 
States Hotel on the opposite side. 

I mention this incident to show what a little thing at times can turn the 
tide of battle. Had it been necessary to take up a line of hose engaged in 
some other part of this fire to check the fire in the upper stories of this build- 
ing, it would have been too late. 

The question has been asked at the hearing of many witnesses, if it is 
necessary to maintain a careful inspection of all electric wiring placed in the 
interior of buildings. I maintain that itis. Much of this wire is concealed 
from view. It can be seen and carefully inspected, defects discovered and 
remedied at the time it is installed, but this cannot be done readily after the 
floors have been laid, ceiling and walls plastered and finished. The compe- 
tition in this kind of business is very sharp, and the average citizen knows so 
little about electricity or electric wires, that he is apt to give the contract for 
doing such work to the lowest bidder, regardless of the quality of the mate- 
rial or the character of the work. While electric lighting can be made as 
safe as any other form of artificial illumination, it can also be made one of 
the most dangerous, and until some better forms of insulation are devised than 
what we have to-day, a careful inspection of work of this kind is absolutely 
necessary. This should be done under the direction of the fire department. 
It is not sufficient to examine the work when first done. Periodical examina- 
tions of all wiring should be made to note changes, if any, that have been 
made, and if such changes have rendered them more dangerous. 

The installation of electric lights in one of the mills insured by the Factory 
Mutuals is a simple matter, all such wires being run in plain sight and in a 
perfectly dry place except in some small portions of the establishment, such 
as dye houses. Under these conditions the highest grade of insulation is not 
necessary, and as a matter of fact, wires that have been installed in these 
mills in the early days of electric lighting with a grade of insulation that is 
considered the very lowest, have never given the slightest trouble, and I 
think have never been the cause of a fire, but in cities like Boston the condi- 
tions are entirely different, and the greatest care must be taken in the instal- 
lation of wires for electric lighting, and the time has not yet come when this 
work can be done without a strict supervision. 

Much importance has been attached to the system of inspection of property 
in this city established and maintained by the Boston Board of Underwriters. 
The great value of this inspection has been attested by the Secretary of this 
Board and the character and ability of some of those inspectors has been 
vouched for by such eminent authority as Mr. Edward Atkinson, 
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A short time since, the owners of a large manufacturing establishment situ- 
ated in a neighboring town, that is insured by the Associated Factory Mutual 
Insurance Companies, who lease two large stores on Summer street (they 
occupying one of these themselves and renting the other), wishing to know if 
they could do anything that would reduce the fire hazard in these stores, 
requested that some one be sent to make an inspection of the same and 
advise them what they could do to make this property more safe against fire. 

Mr. Benj. Taft, who is conuected with the Factory Mutuals, and myself 
made an inspection of this property. It is a flve-story building with base- 
ment. It has two elevators enclosed in wooden partitions lined with tin on 
the inside. There are openings in each of these elevator wells at each floor, 
some of which are unprovided with doors. The door opening into the base- 
ment from one of these is covered with tin on the inside like the rest of the 
well, but a large window has been placed in this door, and directly over it is 
a transom with a glass window therein. ‘That this window and transom does 
not add to the safety of this elevator well is a fact that is apparent to any 
one. 

In the top of this elevator well is a light glass window which can easily be 
broken by heat, and in the absence of doors in case of fire in any one of the 
floors, this well, until it is burned out, will act as a chimney and assist the 
flames in their progress. 

The portion of the building occupied by the gentlemen. themselves was in 
good condition so far as cleanliness and order were concerned} the only crit- 
icism to be made there was that in one or two floors boxes of goods were piled 
up nearly as high as the ceiling, so that in case of fire in the middle of the 
room it would be impossible to bring streams of water to bear thereon from 
the front or rear windows. 

The other side was extremely dirty. Fire pails were provided at different 
points, but they contained no water. Rubbish and dirt were allowed to accu- 
mulate in some portions of the building in an inexcusable manner. Cans of 
waste paper and dirt were filled to overflowing and placed in the worst pos- 
sible portion of the building, that is in the basement near the elevator. The 
worst spot in the entire building was the area under the sidewalk. The 
front wall rests on brick piers, the openings between which were enclosed by 
light wooden partitions. In this area was piled a miscellaneous lot of stutt. 
There were oil cans, kindling wood, dirty clothing, and various other articles 
too numerous to mention, most of which were highly inflammable. 

We were informed that an inspection had been made just two weeks 
previous by one of the inspectors of the Boston Board of Underwriters, that 
no complaint has been made by ‘him as to the condition of the premises, and 
no notice had been sent them by the Secretary of the Board to make any 
changes or improvements in the condition of the building and contents. 

I need not add that these gentlemen do not now have an abiding faith in 
the efficiency of the inspection made by the Underwriters, and they will no 
longer rely on such inspectors to keep them informed of the condition of this 
property. One of their employees will hereafter be held responsible for the 
same. 

I have no doubt but the condition of this building is a fair sample of that 
of a large majority of the commercial buildings in this city. If such is the 
case itis not strange that we have so many fires, but it is strange that we do 
not have more. 

Yours very truly, 
WM. BROPHY. 


Adjourned, subject to the call of the chairman, at 4.55 P.M. 
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VISITS OF COMMITTEE. 


Tuurspay, March 23, 1893. 


The committee visited house of the Cornelius Callahan Hose 
Co., examined their books, and copied the following sales : 


HUveoleelou2. Lo oNews York: City,  1T0;000) ft: «24> in- 


Jacket hose, at . : $0 67 

Oct. 29, 1892. To Milwaukee, 5,000 ft. 24 j in. Jacket 
hose, at . 70 

. ie hy To Newark, News 6, 000 ft. 24 in. Tacket 
hose, at. 70 

Dec., *¢. To Chicago, 2,000 ft. 24 j in. Jacket hose, 
without couplings, at 64 

OUTS Ts Be e To Indianapolis, 3,000 ft. 24 in. Jacket 
hose, at. 80 

ok elo Atlanta, 1,000 ft. 24 “in. Jacket 
hose, at , ; ; d ‘ 75 


Fall River, Quincy, New Bedford, Haverhill, Lowell, Lynn, 
Worcester, and Taunton, annual customers, at 65 cents. 
These are the prices at the factory. 


Monpay, April 10, 1893. 


The committee met at 1 P.M. and voted to visit some of the 
houses of the department in the evening. At 11 P.M. they 
assembled at the house of Engine 26, where the gong was sounded, 
and the turning out of the men and horses and hitching up of the 
apparatus witnessed; thence visited the following houses, where 
the operation was repeated: Engine 25 and Ladder Truck 8 at Fort 
Hill square, Engine 3 and Ladder 38 on Harrison avenue, Engine 
22 on Dartmouth street, Engine 10 on Mt. Vernon street, Engine 
4 on Bulfinch street, Ladder Truck 1 on Friend street, Engine 8 
on Salem street, and Engines 38 and 39 on Congress street. 


Fripay, April 14, 1893. 


The committee met at 11 P.M. and repeated the inspection of 
April 10, at the following houses: Engine 15, corner Broadway 
and Dorchester avenue; Engine 1, corner Dorchester street and 
Fourth street; Hook and Ladder 5, Fourth street; Engine 21, 
Boston street; Engine 17, Meecting-House Hill; Engine 20, 
Neponset; Engine 16, Dorchester Lower Mills; Engine 18, Har- 
vard street, Mt. Bowdoin; Engine 12, Dudley street, near corner 
of Blue Hill avenue. 
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- ADDENDA. 


The following night visits were also made to houses of the 
department where the men were called unexpectedly by sounding 
the alarm, the hitching being witnessed, etc. : 


ApRIL 28, 1893. 


Hook and Ladder 9, Main street; Engine 32, Bunker Hill 
street ; Engine 27, Elm street; Hose 3, Winthrop street; Engine 
36, Monument street, Charlestown; Engine 5, Marion street; 
Engine 11, Saratoga and Byron streets; Chemical 7, Chelsea 
street; Engine 9, Paris street; Hook and Ladder 2, Marion 
street; Engine 40, Sumner street, East Boston. 


May 12, 1893. 


Hook and Ladder 12 and Hose 7, Tremont street; Engine 13, 
Cabot street; Engine 14, Centre street; Hook and Ladder 4, 
Dudley street; Engine 24, Warren and Quincy streets; Engine 
42 and Chemical 5, Egleston square; Engine 28 and Hook and 
Ladder 10, Jamaica Plain; Hook and Ladder 16 and Chemical 4, 
Roslindale ; Engine 30, Mt. Vernon street, West Roxbury. 
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ALDERMEN, BOARD OF 


final proceedings q ‘ 
rules, report of special committee on. 


ANCIENT RECORDS. See Recorp Geen ee 
ANNUAL ESTIMATES 


annual estimates for 1893-94 


appropriation bill for 1893, report of committee on appro- 


priations 


appropriation bill, message of ae mayor on signing . ; 

orders establishing the ‘several appropriations and levying 
a specific tax for the year ending January 31, 1894 

ANNUAL REPORTS 


architect department . 

assessing department . 

auditing department 

board of survey . 

city clerk department 

city messenger department . 

clerk of committees department 
collecting department 

engineering department 

ferry department 

fire department . 

health department 

hospital department 

inspection of buildings iepartmeitt 
inspection of milk and vinegar department 
inspection of provisions department 
inspection of vessels and ballast department 
lamp department 

law department . 

library department 

market department ; 

Mt. Hope Cemetery deparniiece 
overseeing of the poor department 
park department 

printing department 

public buildings department 

public grounds department 

public institutions department 
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Document 
No. 
ANNUAL REPORTS, continued. 

registration of voters department 30 
registry department : 31 
sealing of weights and measures department 2 
sinking-funds department . 33 
street department d4 
street laying out department 35 
surveying department 36 
treasury department 37 
water-income department 38 
water-supply department 39 
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annual report 


list of contracts for pablie pniiienes made by the city 


architect in 1891, 1892, and 1893 to October 1 

ASSESSING DEPARTMENT 

annual report 
AUDITING DEPARTMENT 

annual report : 2 

message of the mayor Be enittine yaa of city sedis 

monthly exhibit January 31, 1893 

$e po ChTilatyed [eee e 
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BALLAST, INSPECTION OF. See INspEcTION oF VESSELS 
AND Batiast DEPARTMENT. 
BITUMINOUS COAL 
smoke-consuming devices, report of inspector of yapihe 
relative to 3 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN. Sak Me oeeinn Bornn OF. 
BOARD OF HEALTH. See Heattru DEPARTMENT. 
BOARD OF SURVEY 
annual report ; ; : : , 
BOSTON & WINTHROP ‘STREET RAILWAY COMPANY 
1st location ; : : ; ‘ 
BROCKLINE GAS LIGHT COMPANY 
message of the mayor in regard to prices charged for gas 
and contract made with said company 


61 


149 


Vol. 


LE 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 


La 


IV 


LY: 


IV 


Lag 


Ill 


INDEX 


Document 


BUILDINGS, DEPARTMENT FOR THE INSPECTION OF. 
See INspecTion OF BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT. 
BUILDINGS, PUBLIC, DEPARTMENT OF. See Postic 
BuitpInGs DEPARTMENT. 
CAUSES OF RECENT FIRES. See Fires, REcEnNT, CAavuskEs 
OF. 
CHANGING GRADE OF PEMBERTON SQUARE. See 
PEMBERTON SQUARE. 
CHARLESTOWN, NEW BRIDGE. See Mayor. 
CITY AND COUNTY COLLECTOR 
report on examination of the accounts for the year ending 
January 31, 18938. 
CITY AND COUNTY EMPLOYEES 
order for the preparation of a list of, and of persons who 
have furnished supplies 
CITY AND COUNTY TREASURER 
report on the examination of accounts for the financial 
year 1892-93 
CITY CLERK DEPARTMENT 
annual report 
CITY COUNCIL 
expenses of joint committees 


“ce ce cé ce 


rules and orders, report of joint special committee 
rules and orders, minority report of joint special com- 
mittee . 
CITY EMPLOYEES 
report of special committee of common council appointed 
to ascertain if the men in any of the city departments 
are obliged to work longer than nine hours a day with- 
out extra compensation 
CITY HALL SITE 
message of the mayor relative to 
report of special committee of the board of ah eeaivats on 
CITY MESSENGER DEPARTMENT 
annual report 
CITY OFFAL, DISPOSING OF. ue Ora. feeoaeos OF. 
CITY OFFICIAL’S RIGHT TO RESIGN. See Mayor. 
CLAIMS 
report of committee, giving list of claims recommended 
for settlement in January, 1893 . 
report of committee, giving list of claims Pac itipenidel 
for settlement in February, 1893 


No. 


90 


160 


i 


Vol. 
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IV 


IV 
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Iil 


IV 


IV 


III 


EV 
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CLAIMS, continued. 
report of committee, giving list of claims recommended 


for settlement in March and April, 1893 : 96> dada, 
report of committee, giving list of claims peecmncaied 
for settlement in May, 1893 ‘ : LOT Se LY: 


report of committee, giving list of claims eeoninended 
for settlement for the seven months, beginning June 1 


and ending December 31, 1893. . : : Aaa he! IV 
CLERK OF COMMITTEES DEPARTMENT 
annual report. ‘ 2 j it I 


COAL, SOFT. See Sort Cone Cannas OF. 
COLLECTING DEPARTMENT 


annual report. 4 ; ; , , : d 9 I 
monthly statement for spe La Gaia : : i) ee 
se + SA CDTUADY rs ; : ; vie IV 
# a ‘© March, & , . : ; 75 TW 
sf Ps ‘¢ April, 4 : . : ey pd Cb 
i. pc avay, ve ‘ : : hOB Ea, 
J. - ‘¢ June, i : 5 : sed 1% IV 
4 4 ely: 2 ; : : sop be ave 
- “ ‘* August, oS : : ; £1128 IV 
a ie ‘* September, ‘‘ : ; ; < 2405 Es 
me 4G ‘* October, ‘és : ‘ : By ad Eis LV: 
a ye ‘¢ November, ‘ : : : S65 ey 
es ae ‘¢ December, ‘‘ ; 173 ea 


report on examination of the accounts of the ae end 
county collector for the year ending January 31, 18938, 82 IV 
COMMITMENT OF THE INSANE. See Insane, Commit-— 
MENT OF. 

COMMITTEE OF CITIZENS TO VISIT THE PUBLIC 
INSTITUTIONS. See Pustic Institutions DE- 
PARTMENT. 

COMMITTEES 

expenses of joint committees. See Ciry CouncIL. 
COMMON COUNCIL 


closing proceedings, with address of president . ; Pah ge ioe a tN" 
rules and orders, report of committee on . : ; me ithe OES 
statement of contingent expenses ; : , : wey ih en th 
N < A ‘ : : 4 : oft oi LN 
z 2: “S ‘ : : ; > EPO ese 
ah fe ae as ; : ; : Wie hees Te NG 
CONSTABLES 
list of constables appointed for the term of one year be- 
ginning with the Ist of May, 1893 : : 8b oe LV 


CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF COMMON COUNCIL. daa 
Common CouUNCIL. 

CORPORATION COUNSEL. See Law DeEpartMeEnt. 

DISPOSAL OF GARBAGE See Garsages, Disposat or. 

DISPOSITION OF CITY OFFAL. See Orrat, Disposi- 
TION OF. 


INDEX. 4 


Document 
No. Vol. 
DRAINS, ORDINANCE CONCERNING USE OF. _ See 
ORDINANCES. 
ELECTION OFFICERS 
list of for 1893. . ; ; ; : : ; ELBL IV 
appointed to fill vacancies . : ‘ eA TE8 5 EV 
EMPLOYEES, CITY AND COUNTY. Ses pees AND CouNTY 
EMPLOYEES. 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 
annual report. : - ri lO I 
property affected by ihe rapid Pavel bill. See Rapip 
; TRANSIT. 


ESTIMATES, ANNUAL. See Annuat ESTIMATES. 
EXPENSES OF JOINT COMMITTEES. See City Councin. 
FEDERAL-STREET FIRE, REPORT ON. See Fire 
MARSHAL. 
FERRY DEPARTMENT 
annual report. ° é , - ; ; ' peewee Bd. I 
FINANCE 
loans. See Loans. 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
annual report. ; : ‘ ; : 12 i 
message of the mayor transmitting communication fron the 
fire commissioners in regard to roof hydrants or other 
appliances that may be designed for the purpose of 


extinguishing fires 5 ‘ : ee Toe UA 
report of joint special committee Sapp intea to inquire into 
the causes of recent fires. ‘ : ; ; eT OL SEVERE 
FIRE MARSHAL , 
seventh annual report : Hi 290 IV 
special report on Federal-street fiver Haney 10, 1893 ah tOOUE ELS 


FIRES, RECENT, CAUSES OF 
report of joint special committee appointed to inquire into 


causes of recent fires . : : : ; “ ee ey a 8 
FOURTH OF JULY 
oration by Henry W. Putnam, Esq. . : : : wt TiS eV 


GARBAGE, DISPOSAL OF 
message of the mayor transmitting communication from the 
superintendent of streets in regard to . : ? 5 LOS = taeL 
GAS 
message of the mayor in regard to the prices charged and 
the contracts made with the Brookline Gas Light 


Company . : : : : fie! Govan ALE 
message of the mayor in Fagard to permits granted gas 
companies to lay pipes in the streets . : : ei ote Nabe 


HAWKERS AND PEDLERS 
ordinance to amend chapter 15, revised ordinances of 1892. 


Ordinances of 1893, chapter6  . i > : alos IV 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
annual report. ' : ‘ : : : tenad t, I 


HOSPITAL DEPARTMENT 
annual report. ; ; ‘ : : : : Ran at [ 


Vi INDEX. 


Document 
No. Vol. 


HOSPITAL DEPARTMENT, continued. 
message of mayor transmitting communication from 
trustees relative to pressing necessity of further appro- 
priation : : ; ; ; ‘ 4 : Rh Sd. IV 
HYDRANTS, ROOF. See Fire Department. 
ICE AND SNOW, REMOVAL OF. See OrDINANCEs. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF THE MAYOR é : ; 1 I 
INSANE, COMMITMENT OF 

regulation providing for a county officer to have charge of 100 ave 
INSPECTION OF BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT 

annual report. : A Ne aks Te 


smoke consuming device in connection with the use of bi- 
tuminous coal, report of inspector on enforcement of 


the revised ordinances in requiring use of . DD en LEe 
INSPECTION OF MILK AND VINEGAR DEPARTMENT 
annual report. ‘ : : ; : ; sien I 


INSPECTION OF PRISONS AND HOUSES OF DETEN- 
TION. See Prisons anp Houses oF DETENTION. 
INSPECTION OF PROVISIONS DEPARTMENT 


annual report. 17 II 
INSPECTION OF VESSELS AND BALLAST DEPARTMENT 

annual report. : ; : , ; ‘ ; Sy elke, II 
LAMP DEPARTMENT 

annual report. : : : 3 aS It 

message of the mayor on street lighting ‘ . : vip So ROLLE 
LAW DEPARTMENT 

annual report. ; 20 II 


opinion of corporation Sisal in se tens to Pathe Teraliey of 
section 35, chapter 43, revised ordinances of 1892, 


relative to sales in the streets ‘ : : oy WGA nerL Ve 
opinion of corporation counsel relative to Reacwites over 
sidewalks. : ; : = Welt weak Vs 


opinion of corporation eaanesd retina to granting patinian 
of Rueter & Co. for leave to lay pipes in certain 
streets . 169), = TV 
LAYING OUT STREETS, ‘DEPARTMEN T OF. Be epee 
Laying Out DEPARTMENT. 


LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 
message from the mayor on the State legislation for 1893, 


affecting the city of Boston : ; Log a Vs 
order concerning legislation in regard to coriRe and iste in 
cemeteries . : ‘ ; ‘ : ‘ a LET OLY 
LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 
annual report. f : , : ; ; ‘ Leys II 


LOANS 
message of the mayor vetoing certain items in the order 


authorizing loan of $3,649,500 for various municipal 

purposes. : ; : oy 219) RN 
order for loan of $2, 514, 100 for various rural purposes, 127 IV 
report of committee on finance with orders authorizing a 

loan of $8,649,500 for various municipal purposes elle IV 


INDEX. 


Document 


No. 
LONG ISLAND 
message of the mayor relative to loan for buildings for 


paupers ; : a : : OrGe 
LYNN & BOSTON RAILROAD CO. 
third location. ; : : é : ‘ yee a (0) 
MARKET DEPARTMENT 
annual report. , ; , : : ; : pb ares 
MAYOR 
inaugural address ; ; i : l 
message transmitting annual aatininted of 1893- 94 : % ee, 
message on street lighting . . : : : ve 48 
message on signing the appropriation bill ; : ey etre 
message transmitting report of city auditor for Tannery al, 
1893". : : : ; ; : : ; a ou 
message relative to loan for buildings for paupers on ae 
island . : : : 63 
message in regard to prices pheeead for gas and the contract 
made with the Brookline gas companies. Sebo 
message in regard to permits granted gas companies to lay 
pipes in the streets ; : : ‘ : say 9) 66 
message transmitting report of Forme appointed at a 
meeting of consumers of soft coal : é ; a oe 
message relative to inspection and examination of tug 
boat ‘‘ Wm. Wooley ” : : ‘ ; O83 


message transmitting communication from trustees of city 
hospital relative to pressing necessity for further ap- 


propriation for the city hospital . ; é BOM tok 
message vetoing certain items in the loan are. for 

$3,649,500 for various municipal purposes . : Se NES 
message on State legislation for 1893 affecting Boston a+ 132 
message on the right of a city official to resign . : pakee 
message transmitting report of the city engineer on assessed 

values of property affected by the rapid transit bill . 145 
message in regard to the sale of city bonds and work for 

the winter . : ; a) 159 
message relative to the priser Pitan, new ‘Weide to 

Charlestown, and new city hall . : 161 


message transmitting a communication from the foata of 
fire commissioners in regard to roof hydrants or other 
appliances that may be designed for purpose of extin- 
guishing fires : , : ; ; ; . SAL YO 
MEMORIAL DAY 


report of the joint special committee on apportionment of 


the money appropriated for memorial purposes . 34 286 
report of G.A\R. posts and other organizations of amount 
expended Memorial Day . : ; , : 73158 


MILK AND VINEGAR, INSPECTION OF. See INsprEcTIon 
oF MiLtkK AND VINEGAR DEPARTMENT. 

MONTHLY STATEMENTS AND EXHIBITS. See Cor- 
LECTING, TREASURY, AND AUDITING DEPARTMENTS. 
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nA No. 
MT. HOPE CEMETERY DEPARTMENT 
annual report. " ; : : fers 
MUNICIPAL REGISTER’ OF 1893 . : : ; ac U 
MYSTIC WATER-RATES. See Warer Income Tee 


MENT. 
NEW BRIDGE TO CHARLESTOWN. See Mayor. 
NEW CITY HALL. See Ciry Hari Site or Mayor. 
NORFOLK SUBURBAN STREET RAILWAY COMPANY 
first location " ‘ : ‘ : ; ; 105 
OFFAL, DISPOSITION OF 
report of the joint special committee on the disposing of 


city offal. ; ; : ; : ; : aera L 
ORATION 
fourth of July, by Henry W. Putnam, Esq. . : ‘ oy ts 
ORDINANCES 


drains, ordinance to amend chapter 43 of the revised ordi- 
nances of 1892 concerning. Ordinances of 1893 chap. 5, 151 
hawkers and pedlers, ordinance to amend chapter 15 of the 
revised ordinances of 1892. Ordinances of 1893, 
chapter 6. ‘ : : 168 
ice and snow on sidewalks, dpainants to adhe mance 43 
of the revised ordinances of 1892. Ordinances of 
1893, chapter 4 . : 139 
use of streets, ordinance to eee Sinton 43 sae the re- 
vised ordinances of 1892 relative to. Ordinances of 


1893, chapter 1 . : eae t.: 
OVERSEEING OF THE POOR DEPARTMENT. 
annual report. 5 ; : : . 24 


report of committee on Recarinenn on examination of secu- 
rities for trust funds in their hands, with detailed state- 


roent of said funds : , : ; ; . GS 
PARK DEPARTMENT 
annual report. , : oe ae 


report of the commissioners upon ahs Espacicney Greco nine 
land around the Parker Hill reservoir to serve as a 
park, and the cost of connecting same with the Back 
Bay fens. : : : : ; ere) 
PARKER HILL RESERVOIR 
report of the park commissioners upon the expediency of 
securing land around reservoir to serve as a park, and 
the cost of connecting same with the Back Bay fens . 97 
PAVING DIVISION OF STREET DEPARTMENT. See 
STREET DEPARTMENT. 
PEMBERTON SQUARE 
resolve in favor of changing grade, with communication 


from city surveyor relative to. : : ey: 
PIPES IN THE STREETS, LAYING OF. See Gas oR 
Mayor. 
PLAYGROUND FOR WEST ROXBURY 
report of special committee of common council on. . 114 


POLLING PLACES FOR 1893 : : : ; é eo Ys 
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POOR, OVERSEEING OF. See OVeRSEEING OF THE POOR. 
PRINTING DEPARTMENT 


annual report. ; ; é ; 2 : ay 4.20 II 
PRISONS AND HOUSES: OF DETENTION 

first semi-annual report of the inspectors . P a l46-: SLY 

second ‘* as ; ‘ L725 be 


PROPERTY AFFECTED BY THE RAPID TRANSIT BILL. 
See Rarip TRANSIT. 
PROVISIONS, INSPECTION OF. See Inspection oF PRo- 
VISIONS DEPARTMENT. 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT 
annual report. : F : ; : : eee II 
polling places for 1393 ’ é LS 70d BUV 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS, LIST OF CONTRACTS FOR. See 
ARCHITECT DEPARTMENT. 
PUBLIC GROUNDS DEPARTMENT 


annual report. : ete Ze II 
information in regard to trees in ahatee of apatite mA) rv 
PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS DEPARTMENT 
annual report . ; 29 II 
loan for buildings for paupers on Stone Nand: message of 
the mayor relative to . A 63% FLIE 


report of committee on department on ae ay, of the 
appointment of a committee of citizens to visit the 
public institutions ; : ; : i wh O0e Po Vi 
PUBLIC LIBRARY. See Lisrary ae arate 
RAPID TRANSIT 
message of the mayor transmitting report of the city en- 
gineer on assessed values of property affected by 


rapid transit bill . : » 1 140—- LV 
RECENT FIRES, CAUSES OF. aus aaah Rade: arene 
OF. 
RECORD COMMISSIONERS 
twenty-third report . ‘ ; weed TLL 


REGISTER, MUNICIPAL. See Montene Racietie: 
REGISTRATION OF VOTERS DEPARTMENT 
annual report. - : a 380) ry 
ordinance to amend ena ntan 32 of the rovined ardnanese 
of 1892 concerning sessions of registrars. Ordinances 
of 1893, chapter 2 - ‘ A : ; . = OMe LV 
REGISTRY DEPARTMENT 
annual report . : : : ; : ; ‘ sy Ok Il 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS 
report on proposed new building ; : ; (Sees Nis 
RELIEF OF THE POOR. See OVERSEEING OF THE fonda 
DEPARTMENT. 
REMOVAL OF ICE AND SNOW FROM SIDEWALKS. 
See ORDINANCES. 
REVISED REGULATIONS OF 1892 
a regulation to amend section 17 of chapter 6. relating to 
use of certain streets by vehicles ; : ; 27150) Ve 
ROOF HYDRANTS. See Frre Department. 
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Document 


RUETER & CO. 


opinion of corporation counsel relative to granting petition 


for leave to lay pipes in certain streets 5 : 
RULES AND ORDERS. See Atpermen, Boarp or, Com- 
MON CouNcIL, Ciry CoUNCIL. 
SALE OF CITY BONDS, AND WINTER WORK. 
SALES IN THE STREETS, ETC. 
opinion of corporation counsel in regard to the legality of 
section 35, chapter 43, of the revised ordinances of 
1892 relative to . ; : : s : : ; 
SANITARY DEPARTMENT FOR WEST ROXBURY. See 
West Roxpury or STREET DEPARTMENT. 
SEALING OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES DEPART- 
MENT 
annual report 
SINKING FUNDS DEPARTMENT 
annual report ; b 
SOFT COAL, CONSUMERS OF 
message of the mayor transmitting a report of committee 
appointed at a meeting of the consumers of soft 
coal 
STATE LEGISLATION AFFECTING THE CITY OF BOS- 
TON. See Leeisyrative MaArTrers. 
STREET DEPARTMENT 
annual report : 
sanitary department, West Roxbury, rat af enetaal 
committee on : 
statement in regard to paving niin eatnihe the eecinl 
appropriations of 1892-93, and the amount paid for 
labor, ete. 
STREET LAYING OUT DEPARTMENT 
annual report 
STREET LIGHTING 
message of the mayor on 
STREET RAILWAYS 
Boston & Winthrop Street Railway Company, Ist location, 
Lynn & Boston Railroad Company, 3d location ; 
Norfolk Suburban Street Railway Company, Ist location . 
Union Freight Railroad Company, 12th location 
West End Street Railway Co., 81st location 


3 a3 6c 6“ z3 82d 66 
6c x3 6c 66 “sé 83d os 
3 6 6“ 73 6c 84th ce 
66 66 6 “““ 66 85th 6é 
6“ ce 6c 66 6“ 86th a3 
6 “6 6 6 ec 87th “c 


STREETS, LAYING OF PIPES BY GAS COMPANIES. 
See Gas or Mayor. 
STREETS, USE OF. See Use or Srreptrs OR ORDINANCES. 
STRUCTURES OVER SIDEWALKS 
report of committee on judiciary with opinion of corpora- 
tion counsel relative to 
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SUBWAY PROPOSED. See Mayor. 
SUFFOLK, COUNTY OF 
report on proposed new building for registry of deeds ae ah AL 
SURVEYING DEPARTMENT 
annual report. ; : hoo II 
resolve in favor of ing souk of Beapercn square, 
with communication from city surveyor relative to . °78 IV 
TOMBS AND LOTS IN CEMETERIES 
order concerning legislation in regard to . : : Spe mare 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
annual report. : : ; ‘ d “SRY II 
monthly statement for Fanaare: “1893 ‘ ‘ 2 SHED A ie LE 
ey * February, ‘ : : , wi ON ELE 
ae zs March “ : ‘ : f. (On Tha 
es BS April by : : : Laer dQ 
A: es May oS : : : « LOZ SL V; 
4 oe June & : : : eth LG fe 
BA fe July ee : ; ; oe 20 on 
£ August * : ; ; -) cl 20-1 SM 
ee 7 September ‘ : “ : i 14 PLY: 
ss My October i ‘ : : 2) 156 aie 
ee ‘ November ‘ 2 é : fo AGO eee 
. be December ‘‘ ‘ 174. - EV 
report on examination of accounts of the city mma omniaty 
treasurer, for the year 1892-93. : 74 IV 


TREES IN CHARGE OF DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
GROUNDS. See Pusrtic Grounps DEPARTMENT. 
TUGBOAT ‘“*WM. WOOLEY ” 
message of the mayor relative to inspection and examina- 


tion of . . : : : : H 83 LV 
UNION FREIGHT RAILROAD Co. 
12th location . ’ 2 : : : , : ome |e () lV 


USE OF STREETS 
ordinance to amend chapter 43 of revised ordinances of 
1892. Ordinances of 1893, chapter 1 . : 814 SV 
USE OF STREETS BY VEHICLES. See Revisep RR 
LATIONS OF 1892. 
VEHICLES, USE OF CERTAIN STREETS BY. See 
Revisep REGULATIONS OF 1892. 
VESSELS AND BALLAST, INSPECTION OF. See In- 
SPECTION OF VESSELS AND BALLAst DEPARTMENT. 
VINEGAR, INSPECTION OF. See Inspection or Mik 
AND VINEGAR DEPARTMENT. 
VOTERS, REGISTRATION OF. See REGISTRATION OF 
VoTERS DEPARTMENT. 
WATER-INCOME DEPARTMENT 
annual report. ; 38 Li 
ordinance to amend eanciee 40 of ae eoytied Seman ose 
of 1892 concerning the payment of Mystic water-rates. 
Ordinances of 1893, chapter 3. : : ; oe Lt IV 
WATER-SUPPLY DEPARTMENT 
annualreport. ; : ! : . ; : oe 89 II 


Xil 


WEIGHTS 


WEST END 
81st location 


82d 
83d 
84th 
85th 
86th 
87th 


WEST ROXBURY 
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Document 


AND MEASURES, SEALING OF. See Srar- 


ING OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES DEPARTMENT. * 


“é 


66 


STREET RAILWAY CoO. 


playground for Ward 23 ; “ 
sanitary department, report of pet: Taine on. 


WINTER WORK. 
W ork. 


See Sate or City BonpDs, AND WINTER 
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